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HIGH 
AND MIGHTIE MONARCH 


7 AMES, BY THE GRACE OF 


GOD, KING OF GREAT BRIT- 
TAINE, FRANCE, AND IRE- 


LAND, DEFENDOR OF 
THE FAITH, 


Moſt Dread and Grations Soneraiont, | 
EAFLRRFrAf He ace of Monarchie niuſt 
: | needes be the Supreameſt 
thing vnderthe cope of Hea- 
uen,when Kings are not on- 
ly Gods Lieutenants vpon 
earth , and fit ypon. his 
chrone ; but alſo are called 
Gods, by God himſelfe, in 
regard of their Tranſcendent Prehenunences ahd 
Prerogatiues, whereby they maintaine Refigion 
and Fuſtice, whichare che onely true ſupporters 
and fundamentall ſtayes of all Kingdomes arid 
Common-weales, ſo naturally vnited and con- 
joyned, that where both of them are nor, pro- 
perly there can be neither, Theſe high eAt- 
tributes cauſe their Lawes to be ſacted,and cori- 
ſequently religiouſly to be obſerued ; whereby 
Fuſhce 1s adminiſtred , which is Diftributive 
and Commutatiue . The Cmmutatine part inclu- 
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- deth Traffick, which 1s theſole peaceable intro- 


mentto inrich kingdomes and common-weales, 
by the meanes of Equalitie and Equitie, perfor- 
med eſpecially by the Law-Merchant by reaſon 
of her ſtabilitie. For albeit that the government 


of the ſaid kingdomes and common-weales doth 


_ differone from another : 1 Inthemaking of lawes 


and ordinances for their owne gouernment; 2 In 
the making of VVar, Peace, or I ruce with for- 
reine nations ; 3 Inthe prouiding of money with- 
in themſelves for their ſafegard and defence; 4 In 
the election of chiefe officers & magiſtrates; and 
5. In the manner of the adminiſtration of Fuſtice, 
wherein many mutations are incident: yet the 
Law-Merchant hath alwaies beene found ſ-mper 
eadem, that is, conſtant and permanent without 
abrogation, according to her moſt auncient cu- 
ſtomes, concurring with the law of nations in all 
countries.Greatreuerenceisdue vnto Lawesatall 
times,and hath beeneinallages. Solon cauſed the 
Athenians to {weare to the obferuation of his 
Lawes during the time of one hundreth yeares: 
Licurpus did imbrace a voluntarie perpetuall ex- 
tle,to | 2K hislawes obſerued by the Lacedemo- 
ntans yntill his return, intending neuer toreturn : 
and the Romans did ſuffer their old law of twelue 
tables(thoughvniuſt inmany points)to decay by 
little & little, rather thantomake a ſudden altera- 
tionof it, tending to the contempr of laws : grea- 
ter:reuefence then 1s due to the Law- Merchant 
which hath proued alwates firme andinwolable. 
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VViſe men haue obſerued, that happie are 
thoſe Common-weales which are gouerned by 
Philoſophers; happier 1srhat King whocanwiſe- 
ly gouerne them ; but moſt happie 1s your Ma- 
ieſtie in whom true Philoſophte doth raigne and 
proſper, as vines do in eminent places, by an in- 
eſtimable treaſure of an obſeruing, dilcerning, 


and applying Princely judgement, gouerning 


- your kingdomes and dominions. I he conſidera- 


tion whereof ( accompanied with my bounden 


. duerie) hath emboldned me of late,to dedicate 


vnto your ſacred Maieſtie,a little treatiſe inritled 
The maintenance of free Trade, wherein mentt- 
on 1s made of this Yolume,which hkewiſe 1s tobe 
preſented vnto your highneſle , for it befalleth 
vnto me, as it did tothe Philoſopher, who (by 
progreſsion in wiſedome,endeauoring to attaine 
to the perfection of knowledge) did perceiue 
that the neerer approaching thereunto, ſeemed 
to him to be Garth oft : ſo my endeuours(ſtr;- 
uing to deſerue ſome thingsatyour royal hands) 
ſeeme vnto me to merit leaſt of all : Bur being 
confident of your moſt gratious benignirie and 
ſuperexceeding grace,l do offer vnto your moſt 
judiciall eyes this Law-Merchant, deſcribed ac- 
cording to the three effentiall parts of Trafficke 
with the means wherby the wealth of your Ma- 
jeſties kingdomes and domintons may be increa- 
ſed and preſerued, which being done by juſt and 
politike courſes,may properly becalled the Pre- 
heminent ftudie of Princes,grounded,by (ommu- 

| A 4 tatio 
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tatio: negotiativa, vpon the rule of Equaliticand 
Equitie as aforeſaid, obſerued by your High wil- 
dome vpon the Predominant part of I ade, 
which is the myſterie of Exchange for Moneys 
betweene vs and forreme N{ations,wherein your 
Highnefle doth {urpaile all the Treatiſes and 
Conferences had by your noble aunceſtors and 
predeceſſors Kings, with other Princes and 
States, If your molt excellent Maieſtie therefore 
ſhall be pleaſed(from the Zodiaque of your gra- 

tious aſpect)to caſt ſome refleting beames ypon . 
the plaine ſuperficies of this Law-Merchant,cue- 
rie [eel ſparke therein will become a flame, -and 
all Merchants and others ſhall bee enabled to 
draw (by the Diameter of it) Meridian lines of 
your royall tauour, without which this Booke 
may be compared to a Sunne dyall which is no 
longer ſeruiceable , than whileſt the Sunne 
| beames doe illuminate the ſame, In hope of 
which ſuperaboundant fauour , I doe apoſtro- 

phate-this Epiſtle, but doe multiplie my ardent 
gg for your Maieſties moſt happie Raigne 

long to indure ouer vs, to Gods glorie and 

our comforts, 


Your Maieſties moſt loyall 
and obedient ſubiet 


GERARD MALINES. 
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E Hat famous Philoſopher Xeno- 
AN phon, extolling the Perſian 
2 Lawes, teſtified that their Citt- 

Ra ts from their infancie , were 
educated and taught not to at- 
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breake the ſame . So that ( enerie extreame being 
vicious ) Reaſon requireth a Law not too cruell in 
her Frownes, nor too partiall in her Fauors. N{ei- 
ther of theſe defeits are incident to the Law- 
Merchant, becauſe the Jame doth properly conſiſt 
of the (\uſtome 'of «Merchants m the courſe 
of Trafficke», and u approoued by all Na- 
tions , according to the definition of Cicero, 
Vera Lexeſtreta Ratio, Natura congruens, 


diffuſa 
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diffuſa in Omnes,Conſtans,Sempiterna : True. 
Law, u a right reaſon of nature agreeing therewith 
in all points , diffuſed and ſpread in all Nations 
conſiſting perpetually, whereby Meum and luum 
is diſtinguiſhed and diftributed by Number, 
V'Veight and Meaſure, which ſhall hee made ap- 
 parant.For the maintenance of T rafficke and Com- 
merce ts ſo pleaſant , amiable and acceptable vnto 
all Princes and Potentates,that K ings haue beene 
and at thuday are, of the Soctetie of Merchants : 
And many times ( notwithilanding their particu- 
lar differences and quarrells ) they doe nenerthe - 
leſſe apree in this courſe of Trade , becauſe riches 
5 the bright Starre, whoſe hight T rafficke takes to 
dire it Jelfe by whereby Kingdomes and Common- 
weales doe flouriſh, Merchants being the meanes 
and inſtruments to performe the ſame, to the Glo- 
rie, Flluitration, and Benefit of their «M1 Oar - 
chies and States. Queſtionleſſe- therefore, the_ 
State of a «ATerchant 1 of great dipnitie and 
to bee cheriſhed ; for by them ( ountreys are di/- 
couered, Familiaritie betweene N ations i procu-' 
red, and politike Experience is attained. Where: 
upon F tia beene mooued(by long pen, to 
put the worthines of the Cuſtomarie Law of Mer- 
chants, in plaine and compendious writing, by v/- 
doubted principles , familiar examples , and de- 
monſtratime reaſons , without affettation of curious 
words, more than the pramtie of the T heame ( in 
Jome places) did require. | 
Fhane intituled the Booke, according to the an- 
cient 
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cients name of Lex Mercatoria, and not Tus Mer- 


 catorum ; becauſe it 1s 4 Cuitomary Law approned 


by the authoritie of all K ingdomes and Common- 


\ weales,and not a Law eftabls iſhed by the Soueraign- 


tie.of any Prince, either in the firit foundation or 
by continuance of time. And beginning with Time, 


Number, V Veight and Meaſure, / doe deſcend 
to the three Eſſentiall Parts of T rafficke , diut- 
ded into three parts accordingly , | by com aring 
them to the Bodie , Soule, and Spirit v4 {om- 
merce , namely , Coontzoiliats.; Money, and 
Exchange for money by Billes of Exchanges. 
T he firit, as the Bodie,vpheld the W Le by (3 om- 
mutation and Bartring of (\ommodities, vntull mo- 
ney was deuiſed to bee coyned . T he. ſecond, as the 
Soule in the Bodie, did infuſe life to T raffike, by 
the meanes of Equalitie and Equitie preuentin 
aduantage betweene Buyers and Sellers. T he bir] 
as the Spirit and Facultie of the Soule, (being ſea- 
ted enerie where ) corroborateth the Vital Spirit 
of Tratficke, direting and controling ( by iust 
proportions) the prices and —_ — —— 
and «MM oneys . For euen as, erchants are 
the Fnſtrumentall Cauſe of T rade+; euen' fois the 
Exchange for « M oneys, the Efficient Cauſe with 
Vs in the courſe of Trafficke , and become Pre- 
dominant or ouerruling the price of ( ommodities 
and eMoneys , as eel. Thu is mam: 
fe _ by three Paradoxes alluding to the (aid 
ree Eſſentiall Parts of. (ommerce , which for 


a (orrollarie ) F haue added's in the latterend of 
S. thit 


Taz ErisTLE 


this Booke, with ſuch other worthy obſernations as 
inthe firſt Chapter are declared . And euen as the 


roundneſſe of the (lobe of the World uu _— 
ex 


o the Earth and Waters : $0 1s the Bodie 0 


ercatoria, madeand framed of the Merchants 
Cuſtomes, and the Sea-Lawes , which are 1n- 
volued together as the Seas and Earth. Fn the 
deſcription whereof , F haue vſed to make repetitt- 
on of the Materiall points , according as occaſion 
| ps there- 

of , for the better wnderſtanding of the Fudicious 
Reader, which u the maine Scope that all Writers 
are to regard and care for . The meanes whereby 
the differences and controuerſfies happening be- 
 tweeue e Merchants in the courſe of Trade are 
ended, alſo declared, which moſl of all require 
Breuitie and Expedition, and had need of a pe- 
remptorie -_ , 4s was inuented for the 
aw of the Reglme of England , the 


did minifter vnto me for to make app 


Common ; 
due commendation whereof u added heereunto . 

ſhewing alſo how of the ſame there might bee made 
an Art or Science,and what obſeruation of other 

Lawes are concurrmg with ours , both in the ftrift. 

neſſe of Law, and the lenitie of Equitie, mo$t con- 

ſonant with the Law-Merchant, the knowledge 
whereof us WH great conſequence , that without it 

all Temporall Lawes are not compleat , but imper- 
fea. The Scope of all therefore 1s , T hat the Role 
of Equalitie and Equitie may take place betweene 
Vs and other Nations, which Velut Ariadne 
Ccxcaregens filo veſtigia , non modo nos errare 
non 
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non sinit,ſed ettamefficit, vt aberrantes in retam 


viam __ , 4s bath beene agus {owt 
laſt Treatife of the mamtenance of tree trade,late 

het fNoraſoo: nile Red all the 
premiſſes handled (as F hope) ſubſtantiatly,F com- 
mend and ſubmit the Jame to the lowing entertame- 
ment of the profound and diſcermng mdgement - 
of the diſcreet, wiſe,and experienced wiſhing that 
(like matter ſet downe by the Penne of Apollo) 
they may. ſound fweetly in your apprehention', and 


grue to your conceit moſt harmonious «Muſuke, 


Pleaſure and Delight . London the 15 of 'N0- 


uember 1622. 
Thine to vſe al waies readte, , 


GERARD MALINAS. 
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TO LEX MERCATORIA, 


OR THE LAW MERCHANT, 


AND THE ANTIQ VI 
TIE THERE OF. 


CHAT, I, 


#2SHen Almightie God had created man, goodand 
[4 ” a ſociable creature, who could notſo well live 
24 alone, as other creatures ſufficiently: prouided 
(by nature) for their ſuſtenance ; and had reaſore 
adoned and giuen vnto him, aboucall the ſaid 
EAN DER creatures : yetall the meanes and faculties of his 
{ 2 IJ bodic and (oule, werenot ſufficient tomake him 
happie whileſt he was alone. Butneceſſitie did requirea concourſe 
of men helping one another to ſupplie (with a common ſtrength)the: 
ſaid weakeneſſe, for the burden of the ſaid neceffitie was fo weigh- 
tic and great, that one man alone was not able to manage the ſame. 
Thenir came topaſle, that by mutuall contribution of offices,cuerie 
man did afford means according to hisabilitie for the common good, 
ſothat thoſe which were of aſtrong bodice did cmploie their labour 
to get liuing and maintenance for themſelues and others : And thoſe, 
which were endued with the beſt part of the ſoule,as Vnderſtanding 
and Reaſon, did vadertake the moſt important IRE . men 
how to live well, and informing them of their felicitig (which they 
:zudged chicfely to confiſt in vertuous ations) endeauouring to make _. 
impreſſion in the ſoule of man,of certaine good lawes for the obſer-, 8 
uation thereof, witha reference of them tothe firſt law engraffed in 
the ſoule of man, as a part of that diuine light, which was infuſed. in: 


him to know(in ſome meaſtre of perfeRion) the good andeuill, and — 
accordingly to receiue reward or puniſhment. derife, 


As forthe other and better part of informing and guiding the 
thoughts and affe&iuns of men toa ſupcrnaturalf end, that, as ſurpaſ- 
ling the compaſſe of that lower ſpheare wherein I now moue, muſt 
be left vntouched by me, who here rake for my obicR not the [| pick 

| B tua 


-”® 
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th. 
— 


'> 


Gen, 


OT life of man and the meanes thereto conducing. 
| gnof oth 
- andpaſty 


ihg therefore the externaltpart. The mutuall contriburi- 

amongft men hath from the beginning continued both 
in labouringand manuring the naturall riches of the Jands in come 
rage, aS in the immediate childrenof our firſt fathet Adam, 
'-and1n planting Vines, and-making an extra of the iuyce of the fruit 
-of them,as Nocb, Which riches in matter and foundation naturall, 


T 


-andpa! ly alſoinalteration and managing artificially, cucry poſſeſſor 


not longafter the beginning of the world ſeuerally inioyed-in pro- 
peftic : and hence did proceed a commetce;firſt, inreall enterchange 
and commynication of, things of the ſame or other kinds, butallna- 
turall commodities, as ſheepe for ſheepe, ſheepe for corne, wine for 
oyle,&c.betweenemanand man, or nations and nations, according 
tonumber, weight, and meaſure, and after , to auoid confuſion, by 
4 commune pienus currarit mutuall, which we call money,both by way 
of merchandizing , the moſt ancient &iidence hereof is _AUbrahams 
purchaſing for money a field for buriall. The obſeruation and cu- 


. ſtomes whereof, was the beginning/of the Law-Merchant, and thar 


Gen 27427, 


The Law- 
merchant a 
moſt antient 
law, 


eſpecially when mankind was propagated into an infinite number, 
and the deajefiiques orneere hand: commodities were not ſufficient 
fot'theirſi ce in ſome countries, and in other countries wete 0- 
ver aboutidant : Then of neceffitic followed the vie of truſting, ex- 

hanging, and trading ; firſt,on the Land inthe maine Continent,and 
then extenfinely vpon the Seas, both for fiſhing and negotiation. 
Then did merchants trauell from countrey to countrey : So inthe 
dayes of the Patriarke Jacob, did the merchants Madianits in their 
tourney meete with the children of 7acob, and then oſeph was carried 
by theirmeanes into Egypr, and ſold to Potiphey for the good of his fa- 
ther and all hisfamily. And then it was andprouedto be true;(which 
experience hath confirmed ) that Yita ciculs in ſocietate poſita eſt, ſocie- 
14s autem in imperio Cy commereio : Sothat it plainely appeareth , that 
the Law Merchant, may well be as ancient as any humane Law, and 
more ancient than any written Law. The very morall Law it ſelfe,as 
written by Moſes, was long after the cuſtomary Law of Merchants, 
which hath'ſo continued and beene daily augmented ſucceſſively yp- 
on'new occafions, and was not altogether made inthe firſt foundati- 
on;,/as the Lawes whereby the Common-weales of Iſracl ( whoſe 
Lawes were vniformely made by Moſes from God : ) or thoſe of 


ICrete,Cybatis,Sparta,& Carthage, by Minos,Charendas, Lycurgre,and 


Phalcas. 'Neuertheleſſe,many Emperours and Kings haue alwaies re- 
fetred the ending of differences, which happen betweene Merchants, 
tobedone'& decided according to the Law-Merchant, That is to ſay, 
according tothe Cuſtome of Merchants,who by their trauels found 
the diverſitie of weights and meaſures, and the goodneſle and vſe of 
commodities pleaſing to all nations, whereby the ſuperfluities of 
them were vented amongſt them, 77 quod /piam naſcitar boni, id apud 


omnes afſiuat. 
This 


—_—_ 
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This Law of Merchants, or Zex Mercatoria, inthe fundamentals of 
it, is nothing elſe but (as Cicero defineth true and iuſt Law ) Refs 


and ſpread in all Nations, conſiſting perpetually without abro- 


gation : howbcit ſome doe atrribure this definition vnto 4s genti- Is geMtium, 


»m, or the Law of Nations, which confiſteth of Cuſtomes , Man- 
ners, and preſcriptions of all Nations, being of like conditions to 
all pcople, and obſeniied by them as a law : Bur the matter being 
truely examined, we ſhall find it more naturally and properly be- 
longeth to the Law-merchant, = 

Euery man knoweth, that for Manners and Pteſctiptions; there is 
great diuerſitie amongſt all Nations : but for the Cuſtomes obſer- 
ued in the courſe of trafhicke and commerce, there is that ſympathy; 
concordance, and agreement , which may bee faid to bee of like 
condition to all people, diffuſed and ſpread by right reaſon, and in- 
ſin of nature conliſting perpetually. And theſe Cuſtomes are pro- 
petly thoſe obſcruations which Merchants maintaine berweene 
themſelues, and if theſe bee ſepatated from the Law of Nations, 
The remainder of the ſaid Law will conſiſt bur of few points. 


Princes and Potentates by their _ ( reſpecting the law Prerogatives 


of Nations) doe permit amongſt themſelues a free travelling by land 
lefle they bee open enemies : They hold likewiſe a commiunitie of 
the ſeas for Nauigation, as alſoa diſtin dominion of the ſeas ad- 
ioyning to the territories and iuriſdiftion of rheir countries, they 
take Cuſtome, Subſidies, and all manner of impoſitions vpon'the 
commoditics imported and exported out-of their Harbours , Ha- 
uens , and Ports, as alſo duties for the fiſhing in their Seas, 
Streames, and Dominions' ; of all which the Merchant is to take 
eſpeciallnorice, to auoid danger in the trafficke and trade with their 
ſubics, for non-payment of the fame , which they claime jure 
gentium. ; | 

Arenotthe Sea Lawes eſtabliſted to decide the controuerſies and 
diffcrences happening betweene Merchants and Marriners © And 
iS it not coriuenient for Merchants to know them * Confidering 
that Merchants maintaine the Fiſher-men , and (by way of Trade) 
cauſe the Sea ard Land Commodities to bee diſperſed euerie 
where ? So that the ſaid prerogatics docalſoappertaine to the Law- 
merchant as properly inhererit vatocommerce, and the obſeruation 
of Merchants being of like condition toall people and nations. 


Concerning manners and preſcriptions, wherein the differences is Mannervand 
preſcriptions 
of thelaw of 


to benored from the Law-Merchant, the ſame confiſt inthe ereRing 


ebnition of 
my " the Law- 
Ratio, nature congruens , diffuſa in omnes , Conſtans ſempiterns : True merchane, 


Law is right Reaſon, agreeable to Nature in all points, diffuſed 24196. 


of Princes 
the law of 


through their ſeuerall Kingdomes, Territories, and Dominions, vn- Nations, | 


of Offices;creating of Officers,and making of Lawes,which of them- Nations, 


ſelues make a ſeparation betweene Cuſtomes : Alſo the giuing or 
beſtowing of honours and dignities , the granting of priuiledges, 
and the,doing of any thing which concerneth'the Honor, Body, and 

Bz, goods 


j 
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goods of any man,whereunto all things touching man haue a refe- 
rence, and doe meerely belong to the preheminence of Princes in 


their places of Soueraigntie. 
And herein let vs obſerue the difference betweene Lawes and Cu- 


ſtomes according to the deſcription of the ſaid worthy author Cicero. 


Differegce be- A Cuſtomel ſaith hee) taketh hir ſtrength by little and little in 
| wy tes. progreſſe of Timeby a generall Conſent, or, of the moſt part , But 


the Law commeth forth ina moment, and taketh her ſtrength from 
him that hath power to command : Cuſtomes doe take place gently; 
but the Law commandeth with a power ſuddenly. True it is, that 
the Law may aboliſh Cuſtomes,but Cuſtomes cannotderogate from 
the Law , becauſe Magiſtrates will-ſee them executed at all times. 
Cuſtomes haue their ſtrength by ſufferance ; but the Law comman- 
deth 'by abſolute authoritie of a Prince. And yet Cuſtomes are 


' of no leſſe power than a Law, and the difference conſiſteth moſt 


The Prerega- 
ciue of Mer- 
chanrs Cu- 
ftomes abone 
all other Cu» 
Komes, 


Cuſtomes are 
the beſt inter- 
preters of 
Lawes. 


A Gradation 
concerning 
Eawes and 
Cuſtomes. 


in the manner. Lex eft cui omnes homines decet obedire propter multa 
Cf waria , (7 maxime quia omnis lex eft inuentio quedam (7 donum Dei. 
All men ought to obey the Lawes, which are many and diuers, and 
chiefly becauſe all Lawes are (as is it were ) an inuention and a 
gift of God. So much, yea more may bee ſaid of the Cuſtome of 

erchants , becauſe of their continuance and Antiquitie , as a- 
foreſaid. 

And for that the ſaid cuſtomarie Law of Merchants, hath a pecu- 
liar pretogariue aboue all other Cuſtomes,for that the ſame is obſer- 
ued1n all places, whereas the Cuſtomes of one place, doe nor ex- 
tend in other places, and ſometimes they are obſerued, and ſome- 
times they arenegleted. But the Cuſtomes of Merchants concer- 
ning trafficke and commerce , are permanent and conſtant , and 
when they are not truely obſerued in ſome places, by ſome er- 
rour or miſpriſion : Non eft conſuetwdo , ſed wſurpatio ; For ſuch 
Cuſtomes looſe their names, and are called Viurpation, which is 
the cauſe that many times Cuſtomes are eſtabliſhed for Lawes by 
him or them that haue power to make Lawes. And Cuſtomes 
are the beſt Interpreters of the Lawes, cither for ſuppreſſing of 
vice, or eſtabliſhiug of Vertue : So that whoſoeuer alleadgeth a Cu- 
ſtome in his defence , is to prooue and maintaine the ſame, if 
it bee honeſt. Now wee muſt not ynderſtand this of any euill 
Cuſtome, becauſe they make no preſidents , and' are to bee ſupreſ- 
ſed by Lawes. Likewiſe a Cuſtome well obſerued, is to bee pre- 
ferred before a Law not obſerued. And this Gradation ought tobe 
maintainedand ſeriouſly obſerued concerning Lawes and Cuſtomes, 
That even as the Wills, Contra&ts, or Teſtaments of particular men, 
cannot derogate or vndoe the Ordinances of the Magiſtrates;and as 


the order of the Magiſtrates cannot aboliſh ancient. good Cu- 


ſtomes nor 'Cuſtomes cannot abridge the generall Lawes of an 
abſolute Prince, no more can the Law of Princes alter or change the 
Lawof Godand Nature. 


Bartolns, 
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Baridlus, Baldus, Tiſtinian, Vipian , Padle the Turiſconſulte , Papinian, 
Benvenuto Straccha, Petrus Santerne, loannes Inder, Balduinus tle Ybald, 
Rodericus Suarez,laſon; Angell, Andrias Tiraquell,; Alciatus Budews, Alex- 
ander Peruſius, Pomponius, Incolaus Boertins, Azo, Gelſws, Rufinus, Manſi- 
lins, Sillimanus, Areurſius, Franciſcus Areiinus,Griſogonus, Lotharius,Tuli- 
an, and diuers other doftors andlearned of; the ciuile-Law, have 
made many long diſcourſes and volumes of bookes of the queſtio- 
nable matters fallne out amongſt Merchants, for and; concerning 
merchandiſe,which are yearely obſertiations or booke caſes and pre- 
cedrnts ; by the reading whercof, Merchants are like rather to mera- 
morphiſe their profefſion and become lawyers, than truely to attaine 
ro the particuler knowledge ofthe ſaid Cuſtomes or Law-merchant: 
For they hauc armed queſtions and diſputations full of quillets and 
diſtinions ouer-curiousand preciſe,and many of them to ſmall pur- 
pole, full of Apicis i#ris, which themſelues haue noted to bee: ſubril- 
ties, ſaying, Apicis urs ſant qua ſubtilitatem quandam reſpicinnt mags 
quam faiti weritazem, They doe mare regard certaine ſubrilties than 
the truerh of the fat or matter, As for example. To define 


Booke cafes of 


the Law-Met- 


chant- 


Apicis laris 


what they 


Quid fit Mercator, what a Merchant is? Quidue Mercat#re, what Mer- . 


chandiſingis? _— ny 
. Whether he is a Metcharnit thatdoth once buy and ſells... -.: 
Wherker merchandiſing andnegotiating beone and the fame? -,. 
Whetheran vſurer be a Merchant ?. ang nod ngds 
Whether ſelling by retaile ſhall be called merchandifing?; ; 


Whether a Clergie man ora Gentleman dealing inbuyingand ſel- - Ph | 


ling, ſhall be called a Merchant inany controyerlie ? 
- Whereina Merchant may be likean yſurer 7 ob fied 
Whether a man buying commodities in groſſe, and working the 
ſame outagaine into other things to be vented by an ordinarie courſe 
of trafficke, be a Merchant, artificer,ortrades-man 2 *., ....,, 
Whetheraſeller of horſes may becalleda Merchant ?-,,, +,,..'- _ 
Whether a ſhop-kceper trading beyond the {cas andat home, be a 
Merchant £7 «214 org; 2 ; weld prrebils 
Whether a Merchant ſhall be called tobea Merchant of. one kind 
of commadities, that. dealeth for diuers ſorts of merchandiſes or 
- . Whether he bee a Merchant, that. dealeth,not: for himſelfe; but 
othersnegoriate for him'? Or whether a young-mandwelling.witha 


Merchant,may bea Merchant? And other the like queſtions which I - 


hold toibevnneceſſarie tatrouble Merchants braines withall,, ... 


- 


are; 


 The:definition of aMerchant-is ro be noted, For he that continu- Defaklenofs 


ally dealeth in buying and ſelling of commodities,or by way of,per- 
Sn wares both at home and abroadin farreine parts, 15 4 
IVIETC #:.3 4. | '4 | | 


. 7. 1" : "= £ i ; T1207, 20215 NOMmre ; | 
.*. Next in order, the conditions and properties hicir a merchant Condicle name: 


ought to haue,are to be conſidered ; namely to be withgur. frag an 
key, a B 3 | eccit 
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deceitin his buying and ſelling of commodities, and to keepe faith 
withall men. | | 
- Herenpon queſtionsare made, whether a merchant may trafficke 
with Turkes, Heathens, Barbarians, and Infidels, and performe pro. 
miſe with them © whether a merchant may ſell his commodities as 
deere as he can, without reſpect of perſons * whether he may vie 
Caveat emptor. lyes(as being officions) in the ſelling of commodities £ whether he 
may be -craftie without-deceit ? whether learning bee requiſite in a 
merchant? whether he may deale in prohibited commodities at his 
apperill- whethera merchant m—_ commodities,and ſelling them 
better cheape than they coſt him,ſhall beheld in ſuſpition robe neere 
decaying ? and the like of him that taketh vp much mony at intereſt. 
Thecontinu= © The ſaid Ciuilians haue alſo determined how long a merchant is 
anceofa wer tg be ſo called; which is either whenhe breaketh, orgiueth ouer to 
- ., deale in merchandiſe ; or wherrhe is prohibited to dealc, for offen- 
ces committed . And hereunto-they adde a declaration of ſuch as 
may trade; and by' the contrariethereof, is to bee vnderſtood who 
Perſons ex- May nottrade, ws. Clergie men, Noblemen,Gentlemen,Souldiors, 
empred robee Counſellorsatthe laws both Eccleſiaſticall and Temporal, publicke 
"_y officers and magiſtrates,franticke perſons and mad men, youthes vn- 
der yeares,orphanes, lunarickes and fooles,alltheſeare exempted to 
be merchants : But ſonnes and'ſeruants may dealein diſe 
withtheir fathers and maſters.” '- G4 4 
Wha: mer- Laſtly, they hauc obſerued, That merchandiſe is properly to bee 
—_ fit madeof all 'moucable things, excepting holie things, and prohibi- 
ted wares,or munition to bee carried ynto infidels or enemies, ' All 
which determinations can giue but little ſatisfa&tion toinſtrut mer- 
chants. | | 
Merchandiſe Plato-ſaieth, That mexchandile is'two fold, namely, ad wiiZam 77 
twofold. vftitwms, of things for the backe and forthe bellie,as belonging to the 
bodie of man ; and of things concerning the mind of man, as lear- 
ing of muſicke,and other arts bought for money,and ſold againe to 
others for money ; and this diſtin&ion is in regard of man , bur farre 
from that matter of trafficke and commerce which is comprehen- 
ded ynderCommutatiue iuſtice; whereof Cicers ſpeaketh. 
Let vs therefore ſet downe, what a compleate merchant ought to 
| know concerning the courſe of merchandiſing, and withall declare 
The methode the tnethode obſeriicd in this booke of the Law of Merchants. 
wn a 75 be (per ought firſt to know the ſcience of Arithmeticke, 
., _  andtoobſcruethedaies and times in all his negotiations, and the be- 
.....-.. ginnings of theyearein all countries, and to calculateall things or- 


© 2. -Theſcuerall weights and meaſures of all countries concerning 
___ .,,,._.. ll commodities, and the correſpondence of them,that there may be 
-452 1, thi effec but owum ponds, & one menſura; that is,one weight, 

--- done meaſure, 
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3- The ſcience of Geometry,and ſome inſpection of Coſmogra- 
phy,and the Mathematickes,thereby-to know the ſcituation of coun- 
tries, with their diſtance and ſpaciouſheſle. :: and the diſtinct domini- 
ons of Princes by land and by ſea, with their iuriſdition and duties 
for fiſhing and otherwile. 

4+ Toknow the three Eſſential parts of trafftick, being Commoaittes, 
Money, and Exchange for money by Billes of exchanges ; vnder which all 
the traffiqueand trade is performedin all countries, or by ſome of 
them, becauſe they are the cauſes of commerce, whereof the effes 
are buying and ſelling of commodities, receiuing and paying of mo- 
nyes, and delinering and takingof monyes by exchange, with their 
Adiundts and Accidents in theſaid'courſeof traftique. | 

5. Toknowalſo the goodneſle of the principall commodities of 
all countries, either ſuperficially for colour and beaurie or ſubſtan- 
tially-for qualitie and vſe. . As alfo the weight, fineneſſe;and valuati- 
on of the moneyes of all countries, with the proportion berryeenc 
the goldand filuer, and the manner of exchanges made by billes vp- 
on the imaginary moneyes inuented to-make-exchanges betweene 
countrey and countrey. {7 7 

6. -Thecuſtomes vſed in the buying and ſelling of commodities 
for money or billes obligatorie:, or by way of Commutation ot 
Barter. 25g F403; 2 2 Oh; TH Trey 

7... The deligeringof moneyes at.intereſt, or y mo pn or 
ypon lives, annuities, or penſions innatureof' rent;&c: :-:-! 2 

8. The fraighting and fetting forth of Ships,making of Charter» 
parties, Billes of lading, Invoice, and Couenants and contradts. Asal- 
ſo theſealawes, to decideall queſtions and controuerſies which fall 
out betweene Merchants and Marriners, and owners of Ships. 

9.. The cuſtomes, ſubſidies, .impoſitions, tribute, and tolles 


. payedvponallthe commodities imported and exported, within the 


dorninions of all Princes. | 

10. The manner of making of Aſſurances vpon goods, ſhips, the 
perſonsof men, orany other things aduentuted by ſea or by land; 
and the cuſtomes obſerued therein betweene nation and nations. 

11. Thekeeping of Merchants accounts,by Debitor and Credi- 
tor,and the calculation' of the. diuerſities of money, wheteby the 
ſaid bookes of account are kept. | 

I2..,' The authoritic and. proceedings of Merchants-Courts, or 
Priors and Conlyls,to decide theirdifferences according'to-cquitie 
in places where theyare kept,or any other lawes impetrallot, com- 
mon to ſome countries, whereby Merchants, controuerſicy are deter- 
mined , with the courſe of attachments and ſequeſtrations$; of execu- 
tions and finall determinations by.arbitrators ,, or iudicialldecrees in 
any.Chauncery or Court of Equitie. . ;. } . | 


-* # 


. Alltheſe (making rhe cuſtomariclaw-of Merchants) haue neuer The cuſtoma- 
beene written by any Ciuilian.or,Phylaſopher,nor for ought Tknow, TR 


of any author, as- is conuenient- for Merchants's whereupon I haue 
| (with 
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'ters, di 


(with Gods aſſiſtance ) reſolued to handle the ſame compendiouſly 
and ſubſtantially in this booke. vpon fiftie yeeres obſeruation,know- 
ledge, and experience. Andalbeirt that the ſea lawes are comprehen- 
ded therein;whereby the proceedings might ſeemto be promiſcuoul- 
ly handled,neuerthelefle the method is followedas neere as the mat- 
ter could affoord, according to the faid three Eſſentiall parts of traf- 
ficke, or the three —__ of commodities ::Money , ahd the Ex- 
change of money by Bills of exchanges,as hereafter may appeare. 
And this Law of Merchants hitherto obſerued in all countries, 


ought in regard of commerce, to be eſteemed and held in reputation 
as the Law of twelue Tables was amongſt the Romanes. For here- 
in you ſhall find cuery thing built ypon the foundations of Reaſon 
'and Iuſtice : and knowing the foreſaid twelue points , you ſhall be 


able to pleaſe your owne minde, and giue ſatisfaRtion of your ſuffici- 
encie toothers. Forthe ſaying is true, Melius eft Cinitatem, 4b optima 


lege, ya" timo virogubernari, It is better to gouerne a Citic'bya 


Law, than by agood man. And it isbetter for a man to beru- 


00 
ſed by Reaſon; than by his owne Reaſon to ſeeke to rule others. 


Finally, to giue fatisfaRion to the learned and judicious , Thauc 


abſtrated the obſeruations of the learnedinthe Ciuile Lawes, ypon 


all the pe points, andadded them vnto the 'following Chap- 
inly from the Cuſtomes of Merchants , viing the ordinary 


name of Cinilians in generall,, without-naming any particular Au- 
thor, toauoid ambiguitic and vncertaintie in the Contents of this 
- Booke, divided intothree parts,according to the ſaid three Efſengiall 
parts of Trafficke. wares | 
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+ weales : Sothatitbehouerh them, to obſcrue the yeeres, oneths, 


wecekes, 
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weekes,and dayes,and ( ſometimes ) the houres of their negotiation, Mer 


withthe courſe of the Moone,and the ebbing and flowing of waters, 
the variation of windes, and alterations of weathers, for ſtormes ar 
the ſeas, and vnſeaſonable Times on land , whereby the harueſts doe 
faile, and commodities become tobe plentifull or ſcarce,and the pri- 
ces thereof deere or good cheape : with many other conſiderations 
incident in the courſe of buying and ſelling of commodities, and in 
teceluing and paying of moneys: | 
To make a definition of Time, will (in one reſpeR) be verie difh- 
cult,if we conſider, that Time is inſeperably conioyned with Eter- 
nitie : But if we obſcrue the attributeof Time, and doe diſtinguiſh 
things orderly, we ſhall eaſily perceiue what Time is, and make vſe 
thereof. 
Time is the conſumer of all things, Temps edax rerum. 
Time is the diſcouerer of all things, Yeritas filis Temporis, 
Time is vncertaineand wanteth bounds, Tem;pora mwtantur (7c. 
Times minutes paſt,no treaſure canreſtore, Irrevocabile Tempus. 
Tirtc doth pierce the hardeſt flint, Gutza cawat lapidem noni ſed ſepe 
cadenas. | | 
Time hath a ſalue for all extremities, and yet begetteth vſurie. 
Times office is to end the hate of foes. 
Times glorieis to calme contending kings. 24 
Timeis a tutor bothto good and bad, and doth diſcouer the affe- 
ions of the mind. 
Time offers ſtill each houre to doamiſle. 
Time breedeth griefe, and heales when Art doth faile. 
By Time and Wiſdome paſſions are ſuppreſt. 
In Time ſmall wedges cleaue the hardeſt oakes. 
Time is the Anchor both of Trueth and Right. 
Time hath ſet downe the compaſle of his courſe. 
Times motions do equall the reeling Sunne. 
Time meaſureth ouraftions. 
Time is the beſt gouernour of all our councells. 
Time onthe wearieſt wretch beſtoweth reſt. 
Both Life and Loue in Time muſt haue an end, ” 
Many moreattributes may be beſtowed vpon Time. But we ſhall 
find vpon due conſideration, that Time is but adiſtintion and mea- 
{ure of all things,and betweeneall things. 
Concerning the reuolution of Time, let vs obſerue, That euen as 


God the Author and Conſeruer of all things in a comely and decent The revolui- 


order,hath appointed a ſucceſſion and progreſle of Time, for accom- 
pliſhment of the naturall courſe thereof: So hath he appointed cer- 
taine Periods and Reuolutions of Time, wherein things returne to 
the ſame, orlike eſtate wherein they were before. As we ſec in the 
motions of the Heauens,and conſcquently in the ſeaſons of the yere, 
allwhich are meaſured by Time. The Sunne, the Moone, and the 


Statres, to' haue their particular and diſtin reuolutions, wherein 
they 
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they accompliſh their courſes, and returne afrera limitted and de- 
terminate ſpace of Time to the places from which they did depatr. 

The Sunne compleating his courſe and Reuolution in 365 daies, 
and almoſt fixe houres,or a quarter ofa day,as ſhalbe declared,which 
is that ſpace of Time,which wee call the yeare, termed Anus, qui 

Am quaſns Apnulns, taking the ſimilitudefroma Ring ; which cauſed the Egyp- 
tions to make the figure thereof in their Hierogliphicks like vnto a 
ſerpent byting his owne taile. = FOE 

| The Mooneby her Reuolution inthe Sphere in 28 daies,or there- 

0 | abouts, determinates vnto vsthe moneths , as the Sunne doth the 

daies and houres. | 

Saturn the Planet maketh her Reuolution in 3o yeares. Jupiter 
in 12. yeares, Mars in two years,and Venus and Mercarie in 360 daies, 
or thereabouts. The fixed ſtarres haue allo their peculiar Motions | 

and Reuolutions : The knowledge of all which,is both pleaſing and 
neceſſaric ynto judicions Merchants. 

And becauſe Time is ſubie@ro be numbered by Ages, Yeares, 

Moneths, Daies, Hourcs, Minutes , and their diuiftons and ſubdiui- 
fions , wee cannot in this place omit to particulariſe concerning 
: the fame , albeit it may be thought inconuenient to touch the obſer- 

_—_— «« uation of the period of, Monarchies and Common-weales , made by 

& Common- ſome Authors, which (by many important reaſons) may be am- 

weales. 8 _ plified. _. | 

Some diſtzibute the whole ages of the world into three parts, 
aſcribing to euerieage 2000 yeares;, which proccedeth from that 
common opinion of Elizsa certaine Rabbin or Iew, affirming that 
the world ſhould ſtand 6500 yeares, and then be diſolued , of the 
which they reckon 29500 yeares, before the Law, 2000 yeares, vn- 
der the Law, and 2 000 yeares, vnder Chriſt, which ſhalbe ſhortned 

_ for theeledts ſake; which opinion hath beene reccuicd , by diuers 
godly fathers, ſuppoſing that as the world and all things therein, 
was created in fix daies ; Sothe ſame ſhould endure 6000 yeares, 
taking each thouſand yeares for a day, according tothe ſaying of 

2.Pet.zz> Saint Peter. That one day before the Lord is as a thouſand yeares, 
anda thouſand yeares as one day. Inthis ſuppuration is ſome reaſon, 

for from the beginning to Abraham with whom the firſt couenant 

ee avesof 25 Made, and to whom the law of circumciſion wasgiuen; wee 

On” findto beneere 2000 yeares and likewiſe vnder thelaw , vntill 
Chriſt, about 2000 yeares ; and how vnder Chriſt is aboue 1620 
yeares, reckoning towards the laſt 2000 yeares. 

Auguſtin writing of theſe ages , diuideth them into ſixe, and rec- 
koneth thefirſt age tobe from Adam to Noah; the ſecond,from Neath 
to Abrahams , the third , from Abraham to David ; the fourth from 
Daxid to the captiuitie of Babylon; the fifth, from the Captiuitic to 
Chriſt ; theſixtand laſt, vnder the kingdome of Chriſt vntill the end 
of the world. Others there be that doe diſtribute the ſame into 
fourc,according to the nature of foure kinds of mettals,the Goldeo, 

Siluer, 


* 4. CAR ”s 
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Siluer, Braſſe, and Iron Ages : alluding rorheProphecie of Daniel,of 
the foure Monarchies. Others doe account;the ſame by thouſands, 
or millinaries, according to certaine obſeruarions of 6000yeares an 
the alterations of things. Others: doe calculate according-to the 
ages of men, ſuppoſing 100 yeares foran age zand ſonow being 56 
agesand more, the number 60'or before rhe-end of the world ſhalt: 
come. But, let vs obſerve the true computation of the-Church moſt: ; 
generally approoued hitherto, andreckoiifrom the Creation vntill Computation 
Noah, 1656 yeares when hee-entred intortheArke ; andifrom the-g..;pure,, 
Floodto Abraham, 367 yeares; and fromthe departing-of the If-: : 
raclites out of Egyp#,;430 yceares; and fromithe departing rothebuil-' 
ding of the Templeby Salomon , 432 yeares ; and from'tharrimero: 
the eleventh yeare of: King Zedekiah ( deduced by Scripture Y is 427' 
yearcs. So the whole ſumme of. theſe yeares:commeth iuſtly.ro- 
3360 yeares. Hereunto 79, yeates being added of che captiuitic of 
Babylon, is, 3439 yeares, which are 790 Sabbaticall yeares, of ſeuen -- 
yeares euery Sabbaticall yeare,withour any 6dde number ;z and from 
that time yntill Chriſt, there is no momentarie difference by Hiſtori- 
call account, whereof vnderſtanding Merchants ought to bee infor- 
med, & all men take pleaſure of this obſeruation m their Almanacks, 

From the Creation of the World, vntill the laſt yeare—5 582. 9 2" 


From the ſaid Creation vnrill the Flood ————— : |—7: 656. 
From the ſaid creation,vntil the Birth of ous $auior Chriſt-3962. 
Since Byute did enterthe Iland of Great Brittaine—— 2727, 
Since the building of the Temple by Salomon — ——2649. 
Since the building of the Citie of Ron ————————:2371. 
Since the captiuity of Babylon _ —2258. 
Since Ilius Ceſar was ſlaine—— __ I669. 


Since the Birth of our Sauiour Chriſt, vntill the laſt yeare—1620. 

Since the Conqueſt of England, by DukeWilliam ————/x 53. 

Sincethe beginning of the raigne of King' James, the firſt of that * 
name of England, vntill the 24 of: March 1620, is 17 yeares 'com- 
pleate, but currant——————— ——18 

Concerning the yeare,there are many obſeruations, and euch ofthe CG 

ſcuerall beginnings of it. And let vs note 0biteythat the bodie (the the years. + 
ſoule of man conſiſting inthe bloud ) hath 365 veines, as reſidences 
agreeable to ſo many dayes of the yeare, | 

All our Almanackes or c—_— beginne the yeare from the firſt 
day of Iatwary, albeit this begirming differeth in many other coun- 
tries, which is conuenient for Merchants to'obferne, 1 15 , 
The Aſtrologians begin at theentrance of the Sun in 47s, which 
1sthe 21 of March, at 12 of the clocke at noone. '£ 

The old Romanes did begin their yeare, ab-Hieberno [vlſtltiv. - 

The Egyptians and old Iewes, from the 21 of March; withthe *© 
Aſtrologians. | Wer, ED f 

Thoſe of Aſia and India, ab aquinefio Autnrnali; being the 23 of - 
September, at 12 of the clocke at noone, | pn 

. - © 
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The Grecians of the longeſt day of the yeare. The Venetians of 
the firſt of March. The Spaniards fromthe Annuntiation of the Vir- 
in Marie,the 25 of March, as _—_— Scotland, and Ireland, The 
Portugals and the Eaſt-Indics,Barbarie, Preſfe-1obn,the 29.0f Augnſt. 
Moſes by Gods commandement, ab eguinodie verno,which is Eaſter, 
Eaſter dey, according to which, Eaſter day was ordained vpon the full Mqone, 
being the foureteenth day. of the firſt Moone, after the Sunne entred 

into the figne of CAries,which is alſo vied in Kgypt. Afterwards 

. intheyeareof our Lord-328, the Councell of Nice did ordaine Ea- 
 ſterday alwaies to be vponthe Sabbath day,or Sunday ncxt after the 

full Moone. : And the Biſhop of Alexandria made thereupon a liſt, 

according to the Circle or Goldennumber of the Moone, beginning 

from the figure 1,vntill number 19.; for that in 19 yeares the Moone 
makethhercompleatereuolution,& concurreth with the Sun : And 

if thenumber did fall out ypena Sunday, then the Sunday after was 

TheLifſtap- Eaſtcrday,according to this abſtract ; which is now altered by ten 


ined Ks daies,vpon the alteration of the Kalender by Pope Gregoriethe 1 3. 


rt. The 5 of Aprill. 10. The 27 of March. 

4 2. Thea of March. 11. The 1g of Aprill. 

3- The 13 of Aprill. 12. The 4 of Aprill, 

4+ The 2 of Aprill. 13. The24 of March. 

Golden number:4 5« The 22 of March. 14. The 12 of Aprill. 
- 16.'The1o of Aprill. 15. The 1 of Aprill. 

7. Thezu of March. 16. The 2 r of March. 

8. The 18 of Aprill. 17. The 9 of Aprill. 

to. The 7 of Aprill. 18. The2g of March. 

19. The 17 of Aprill. 


Reuolutjon of The yeare being exaRtly calculated according to the courſe of the 
—_— and Gunne, or Reuolution in the Zodiake throughall the twelue Signes, 
conliſteth of 365 daies, 5 houres, 49 minutes, and 16 ſeconds. And 
the reuolution of the Moone in her going courſe is 27 daies and 
about $ houres, and in her returning courſe about 29 daies and one 
halfe, calleda moneth. Others haue vſed, andſome yet do ve, the 
yeares of the Moone diuided in 12 moneths, cueric new Moone or 
courſe reſpetted : And this yeare conſiſteth of 3 54 daies, 8 houres, 
48 minutes,43 ſeconds,and 1 2.ticrges,to which there was added r x 
The Epatt of dajes called «&paiFe,as adioyned dates ; which made the yeare tobe 
= added 265 daies and abour fix houtes,as aforeſaid : which was vſed before 
guends incepe- the flood, by Tewes, Greekes,and is yer at this day vſed by the Maho- 
_ metans, Arabians, and thoſe of Feas and Marocco and other places. 
The Babylonians, Agyptians, and Aſſyrians,haue alſo obſerued 365 
Cy daies for the yeare ; But they did not adde cuerie fourth yeare one 
ce . 
fourth yeaxs day,which wecall the Leape-yeare. 
in Februarie. '* To makea better explanation hereof, let vs note, That there is a 
_ great Circle imagined tobee in the Heauens, called the —_— 
OE, where- 


__ Sn Ie” 4 
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wherupon the Sunne hath his continuall motion or period,neuer de- 
clining from the ſame : and on cach fide is imagined ro beanother  _ . " 
leſſer Circle limiting the latitude of the Zodiake,the middle where- jp, —_— 
of is called the Ecliptike, for that whenſoeuer there ſhall be a con- 
junction or oppoſition of the Sunne and Moone, the Moone _ 
vpon the ſame Ecliptike,ouer which ſhe paſſeth twice in one Period, 
in ſomany daiesas aforeſaid, (which ſecond ſections arecalled the 
Head & Taile of the Dragon)then (if at the conjunction) is ourſight 
eclipſed by the interpoſition of the bodie of the Moone, _ (at 
the ſame inſtant) betwixt vs and the Sunne, thereby hiding ſome Eclipſeof our 
part of his light from our ſight : yet haththe Sunne in himſelfe no {8*Þy he 
more loſſe of light, than if a man ſhould puta ball berwixt my eye 
and the Sunne, whereby he might hide from my ſight, either the 
rotall or part of the bodie of the Sunne. But if it beat the oppoſi- 
tion, then the Moone doth indeed looſe hertotall light, or part of 
her light, according to her latitude ; for if her latitude be more 
than the Semidiameters of the bodie of the Moone, andthe ſhadow 
of the earth,then there can benoEclipſeat all. But whenſoeuerche When ns 
bodie of the earth ſhal be interpoſed or pur betwixt the light of the \FPſcotthe 
Sunne,and the bodie of the Moone,(which cannot be but a tul Moone cm 
or ” 19a ern are both-one) then muſt ſhe of neceſſitic loſe ſo Cauſeof the 
much of her borrowed light,as the earthidoth take away from her, Febpie of we 
Within this imagined Circle or Zodiakeare twelue conſtellations 
of Starres,called the 12 Sigres'; cath 6f theſe Signes is diuided into 
30degrees or cquall parts, which 'make 36oin the totall. 
Now fincethe nature and qualitle of theſe rwelue Signes were 
found , and that the Moone being the loweſt of the Planets, doth 
conuey and tranſport their operations and force through her Orbe 
vnto all Elementall Creatures, eaufing alteration of change and hu- 
mors, times and ſeaſons, and diftemperature of bodies z the aunci- Mansbodie is 
ent Aſtronomers haue attributed vnto them certainenames of crea- J*<*4accor- 
tures, figures, and poeticall alluſions, fordiſtintion ſake, and tode- 
claretheir propertie in ſome weake and confuſed ſort. 
Alſo thenumber 19 called the Prime and Golden number, be- 
cauſe it was writtenin Goldenletters for the vrtilitie thereof; which 
deſerueth the more ſotobe adorned with Gold fora perpetuall re- 
membrance of ournoble King 7emes and his royall iſſue,bornevpon 
the 19 day of ſeuerall moneths,which-isnot withour ſome myſterie, 
as I thinke. 421" r ©1ls £11 27:6 
The 19 of Tune Af 1 568,King Tawes was borne in Scotland, The Gelien 
The 19 of Februaric Afi x5 94,Prince Heprie(deceaſed) was born, number of 


and dyed before 19 ycares. - his royal = 


Nm 19 of Auguſt Ai15g96, the Lady Ekzabeth his daughter was iflue. 
rne. 
The 19 of Nouember 4s. 1600, Prince Charles his ſonne was 
borne, Deo gratias. - Ts | 
It may ſceme Rrange, that 1#liws C ſar did not obſerue this num- 
C ber 
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Cicle of the 
Sunne is 28 
yeare, 


The Dominj» 
call letters. 


Diuers begin- 
nings of the 
Mt 


ber of the meeting of the Sunne and Moone vpon this Period, when 
he made his Kalender 4.4 yeres before Chriſt ; forthe vie hereof be- 
gan inthe yeare of Chriſt 5 32. And this number of 532 containeth 
I9 times 28, in which time of 28 yeares (being the Cicle of 
the Sunne) the ſame is multiplied by 19, which is the Cicle of the 
Moone, 

The Dominicall letter is according to the noting of the ſeuen daies 
of the weeke,according to the Cicle of the Sunne, beginning from 
A.B.C.D.E.F.G. andſo returning and continuing for euer. 

The day doth alſo begin diuerſly : The Aſtrologians or Aſtrono- 


- mersbegin the ſame from one mid-day(or noon)yntil the next,being 


24 houres by the clocke z which is the cauſe that in their Alminacks 
they doſet downealwaies the'place of the courſe of the Moone, be- 
ing ſo many degrees at noone ; howbeit wereckon 12 houres, France 
Spaine,and other places, the Venetians,and moſt towns of Italy, the 


' Bohemians, Athenians, Agyptians, ſome Iewes and Grecians, Po- 


Calends, 
Neones, and 
ldes, 


Fadiflio Ro: 
PA. 


land and Sileſia from the ſerting of the Sunnevnrill the next ſerting, 
24 houres. Babylonians, Perſians, 'Chaldeans, ſome Hebrewes and 
Greekes, old Romancs, and they of Wirtenborough and Noren- 
borough, from one riſing of the Sunne to the other,2 4 houres. 

The daies of the-monethare alſonoted by Calends, Nones, and 
Ides.The firſt day of the month was Calend, ſo called of Yorato Popu- 
lo,declaring how many daies it;was.to the)Vonas, that all the people 
was toaſſemble in the citie, to'know what was commaunded-vnto 
them by the Temporall and Spirituall lawes, as being noue ob/eraatis- 
4 initiurs, or nono,as the ninth day from 1d«s, The Tuſcanes hereto- 
fore did homage to their king tharday-,-and then it was commonly 
new. Moone,and 1d was the full Moone;vpon the Moone moneths, 
being March,May, Iuly, and October, being of 3'1 daies, which had 
ſix Nonas,whercas the other 8 moneths haue but 4.No2,and cueric 
moneth 8 14s. ic 9 

Indiftio Ramana,whereby many hiſtories account their yeares,was 
inſtituted when the Roinanes had dominion ouerthe greateſt part of 
the world,becauſe ypan cuerie Zuſfrum which was euerie fifth yere, 
euery qne was to pay tribute vnto them, The firſt yere they did 4m. 
Gold, the ſecond S1luer, the third ytare Yronfor munition and ar- 


mour-;;Sothatit was the ſpace of 1 5 -yeares, beginning from the 25 


of September. And atthebirth of Chriſt ir was 1»did# 3,and falleth 
outin the yeare of 1620 to bealfſo Indifio z,according to whichob- 


- ſeruation the calculation of ſome hiſtoricall yeares is made. 


PRs Ip Kalender may eaſily be reformed without the Alteration | 


of ten dayes,made by Pope Gregoric the 13+ 


| [nd Caſar the firſt Emperor of Rome, a man lcarned and of great 

magnanimitie, conſidering that the Romane yeares were reckoned 

confuſedly according tothe courſe of the Moone,& by the Hebrews 
| Wi 


4 
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with their intercalar moneth, to make the ſameagree with the Sun : 
By the counſell and inſtigation of Soſigenes, an expert Mathema- 
tician, about 44 yeares before the Birth-of Chriſt , deuiſed a new 
forme of Kalendar , firſt framed after the courte of the Sunne, 
* dividing the whole yeare into three hundred fixtie five dayes, and 
ſixe houres, making it to containe twelue moneths , whereof the 
names are yet invſe ; beginning from March for the firſt monerh; 
which cauſed September, Q&ober, Nouember, and December, to 
beare their names the ſeuenth , eightth, ninth, and tenth moneth'; 
yetall yearcs by the Almanackes putttng Ianuaric for the firſt mo- 
neth, bearerh the name accordingly from the Heathen god Jax, 
painted with two faces, asit were beholding the yecare paſt, and the 
eare to come. Februarie was ſo called of certaine ſacrifices then 
offered, called Februa , March, of Mars, an Heathen god ;, ApriL,of 
the Spring Time, and the word Aperio, opening all vegetibles and 
other things , May , of Maya the mother of Mercury ; Tune, 2 1nntore, 


The denomi- 
nation of the 


wonerks, 


for that all the yong people had a meeting in that moneth for recrea- 


tion ; Tuly,of his owne name 1ulius ; and 4u2uſts, for the inlarging 
of the Empirc. 

Now foraſmuch as the odd fix houres, could not conueniently bee 
brought to account cuerie yeare : hee ordained that euerie fourth 
yeare one day ſhould bee added to February , becauſe toure 


times ſix houres maketh vp- a whole day of foure-and -twentie TheEcaps 


houres, and the ycare wherein this odde day falleth ; wee call com- 
monly Leape yeare, hauing three hundred fixtie fix dayes. And be- 
cauſe it was added at the ſix Calends of March, it isnamed in Latine, 
Biſſtxtus,or Biſsextilis Annu. Neuerthelefle 1mins Ceſar did begin his 
Kalender in Ianuarie, when the Sunne entreth- the eighth degree of 


yearc, 


Capricorne, eight dayes after the winter Solſtitiam, which then being Sum. 
the ſhorteſt day of the yeare fell vpon the rwentie fiue of December. navel 
Andthe Spring Time Equmoium, about the twentie five of March. z,uqonum; 


The which places of the Sunne are now changed and fliden backe in 
the Iulian Kalender, from the ſaid obſeruarion of the Spring Equi- 
nottium, as alſo from the Harueſt EquinodFium (being about the twen- 
tie {ix of September ) the longeſt day then falling out the' twentie 
five of Iunc, grounded vpon this reaſon'of preuention of the Equi- 
noctiall to the rwelfth,eleucnth,and tenth dayes of the ſaid moneths, 
and the thirteenth and fourteenth of September : But the chiefe 
cauſe proceedeth by reaſon that 1ulins Ceſar did reckon the yeare 
to continue three hundred (ixtie five dayes, and fix houres.ywhich is 
more than the iuſt Aſtronomers calculation by tenne minutes of an 
houre,and fortie foure ſeconds, accounting ſixty minutes toarthoure, 
and ſixtic ſeconds to a minure : ſo that the yeare truely contaitieth 


three hundred fixtie five dayes, fiue houres, fortienine minutes, and: Thedifference 


ſixteene ſeconds, as is before declared, which difference in the ſpace 


of one hundred rthirtie foure years or thereabouts, maketh one whole for 
day ;and in the ſpace of one thouſand ſix hundred fixtie foure yeares, 


C 2 


being 


af the account 
of 


yeares, 
the erxour. 
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being the time that the Tulian Kalender was ſet forth , vnrill the laſt 
yeare, it commeth ro tweluedaycs, twentie two houres, fortic mi- 
nutes, and twentie five ſeconds. * 

For this cauſe ſundry learned men haue heretofore deſired that 
the ſame may bee reformed, toauoid inconueniences, and to have a * 
true account of yeares and dayes. And the matter was propounded 
todiuers generall Councells, but rooke no cffet, till now of late 
yeares, by meanes of Pope Gregory the thirteenth, in the yeare 1582, 
and then it was permitted to one Aloyfars Lilies, ( profeſſor in Ma- 
thematicke Aſtrologie ) to ſet downe this long defired Reformation, 
who being reſolued to doe the fame exaQtly by true account , was 
hindered by the Clergic, for they would not agree that the ſame 
ſhould be drawne backe any further than tothe time of the Nicene 
Councell , which was in the yeare 328 : and hereupon hee brought 
the reckoning backe only ten daics,& cauſed the fifteenth day of De- 
cember to bee called the twentie fiue day , which is but obſerued in 
ſomeplaces, and brought great controuerſie in divers countries : ſce- 
ing the day of the Natiuitie of Chriſt, and other Feſtiuall dayes,and 
alſo dayes of keeping of Faires and Markets, are changed and hol- 
den tenne dayes before the accuſtomed time. And Merchants and 
others in making their Contrats and Obligations are often diſap- 
pointed of their dayes of payment , with diuers other inconue- 
niences. - : 

Whereas men of true iudgement , might-haue made this argu- 
ment : Is it by the addition of Time, growing by certaine minutes 
and ſeconds cuery yeare , ariſing to one whole day every fourth 
yeare, in the moneth of February * Then, as it is increaſed thereby 
thirteene dayes in one thouſand ſix hundred ſixty foure yeares,it may 


A mit ana by the ſame Ruledecreaſe ſomuch in few yeares, by leauing our,and 
reforma- ſuſpending that one day,which is ſoadded,vntil it come to his firſt in- 
—— * ſtitution and calculation of the Julian Kalender , which may bee re- 


formed in fiftic two yeares, beginning from the yeare 1629, being 
Leape yeare, and leauing out thirteene dayes, which is little more 
than one houre in the ſaid, and isno perceptable difference , and after 
the ſaid fiftic two yeares expired , to adde the ſaid day againe, and 
there will not increaſe any one day more, but in one hundred thirtie 
foure yeares. Andall the yearely obſeruations may be accommodated 
accordingly, - 

I made an exaQ Table heereof, in the yeare 1604, whereby 
the day of the Natiuitic of our Sauiour fell out againe to bee the 
ſhorteſt day of the yeare. This Table was ſhewed vnto the Kings 
Maieſtie of Great Brittaine ( as I was informed ) and howlſocuer 
pleaſing, yet for ſome cauſes to mee vnknowne not held fit to bee 
eſtabliſhed, 


of 
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Cray, III. 
Of NY MBzxR, and the Myſzeries thereof. 


Nitie is the Spring and Fountaine of Numbers, 
which hath a referetice vnto God,the only four- - 
taine of Goodneſle, the onely Father, Creator, 
and preſeruer of vs all. Heere let vs note, that 
7 -\ V/, ref the Philoſophers hauenot onely ( with one con- 
a) 3 ſent ) affirmed, Thatgreat myſteries and vertues 
GWA-/IY arecontained in numbers. But the ancient Fa- 
thers haue alſo obſerued the ſame in the holy Scripture ; as 1erome, 
Amnguſtine, Origen, Ambroſe, Baſil, Athanafins, Hilarius, Rabanus,Beas, 
and others ; amongſt whom Doctor Rabanws hath made a booke of 
the vertues which are hidden vnder Number. And if there were no 
myſterie comprehended vnder Number, Saint John in the Reueclatiy 
on would nor haue ſaid , He that harh ynderſtanding let him reckon — 
the Number of the name of the Beaſt , which is the number of A 
a man , ſpeaking of Antichriſt in the dayes of the Emperour is Terri. 
Domitian, the tenth perſecutor of the Chriſtians, and the ewelfth D.C:L-V.V. 
Romane Emperour, when the Latine tongue was moſt frequent, al- PLOJk ? 
though he did write in Grecke , which number was 666 by ſignifi- 
cantletters. Now, as one is no Number, but writes; ſo there 1s but 
one God , one World, one Sunne, one King of Bees , and leader Ya, 
amongſt Cattell. Number Two, is the firſt offpring of vnitie, not 
compoſed, bur in ſocietie vnited,called the Number of Iuſtice,wher- _ 
in many things are obſeruable. The Two Tables of the Law ; Two P*6itas, 
Cherubins vpon the Arke of Aoſes ; Two Teſtaments ; Twogreat 
Lights ; Two Natures in Chriſt, TwoSolſtices; Two EquinoQaalls, 
Two Poles, and many other things. + 
The Number Three is called Holy, and Tria ſint ommnia, as the Phi- Trias. 
lofopher faith , which diucrs alſo doe acknowledge to be of great 
efficacie in all things; whereof Pithagor as, Virgil, Plinie, Ariſteile, Tri- 
wegiſtzs and others, haue written copioully ; the glory of all belong- 
ing tothe three perſons inthe God-head, with the yertues of Faith, 
Hope, and Charitie, Tn the figure of Foure many things areto bee no-. 4 & W 
ted, as the Foure Elements ; the Foure otiginall Windes; the Foure 
Seaſons of the yeare,&c. Soof the Number Fiue,being the Medium 
of Tenne, which in Number figurative climeth no higher, without 
doubling in Letters or Figures, hauing this propertic, that _ nine Perarixe, 
C rom 
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from tenne, there remaineth one ; take cight, there remainethtwo 
take ſeven, there remaineth- three, aud {ixe remaineth foure :.All 
which remainders added together, make againe theNumber Tenne, © 
whereof the Number Five is equidiſtant. To ſprake of the fine Sen- 
ſes, fiue fingers and toes, fiue ſorts of creatures, and other dependen- 


ces,would-be tedious.- The Number-Six is: not yoid of the like 
applications : but no number more vſed in holy Scripture (as per- 
fe&t and compleate ) than the Number Seven, called Sacred, becauſe 
God reſted the Seuenth day , and did bleſle and hallow the ſame. It 
was ordainedinthe Law, that amongſt the people of God, euery 
Seuenth yeare ſhould be held holy,wherein the land ſhould reſt from 
labour, and that libertie ſhould be giuen vnto ſeruants, and bee called 
a-yeare of Reſt vntothe Lord. And by the like reaſons it was inſti- 
twted, that the Iſraelites ſhould number vnto them ſcuen Sabbaths of 
yeares, containing 49 yeates,and immediatly in the beginning of the 
50.yeare following, the trumpet of a Iubileeſhould be blowne the 10 
day of the Seuenth Month. The ſacrifices for the moſt part were offe- 
red by Seuens;the great feaſts of Gods people laſted Seuen daics,and 
they did eat Senen dayes vnleauenned bread at the Paſſeouer ; Scuen 
weekes were reckoned betweene the Pafſeouer and Pentecoſt, and 
moſt of the feaſts were in the ſeuently Moneth. In a figure alſo did 
the Arke of Noah ( which was-a' figure of Chriſt ) reſt ypon the 
Mountaines of Ararat in the ſeuenth- Moneth : likewiſe it is ſaid, 
Wiſedome hath bailded her houſe with ſexen Pillars , vnderſtanding the 
Church, with the gifts of the Spirit , which are figured by Seuen 

k by Seuengrauen'Candleſtickes, The Stone men- 
y Zachary (which is Chriſt.) hath Seuen watching eyes of 
God; and the Number Seuetrſo oftetwwſed in the Reuelation of 7ohn. 
To fay nothing-of the Seuen Planets running their courſes: ; and 
amongſt the fixed Starres, the Seuen called Pleiades,and other Seuen, 


: Hyades ; and the two Polar Images , called Yrſa Maior, & wrſa Minor, 


containe eachſcuen Starres; and many other obſeruations of the ſaid 


Number Seuen may benoted. 


\ ©. - Someobſeruations there are of the Numbers Eight and Nine. And 


for the Number Tenne, notice is taken of the Tenne Commande- 
ments ; Tenne Curtaines in the Temple of Salomon, Tenne Strings 
_ the Harpe, Tenne Muſicall Inſtruments, and diuers other parti- 

culars. | 
The Number Twelue hath very great vie and concordance in the 
Scripture : the 12 Tribes of Iſrael, whereof 12 Stones were placed 
inthe Riuer Iordan, and ſo many precious Stones vpon the breſt- 
plate of Marg, ſo many Loauecs offered ; ſo many Altars builded, 
and ſo many Lions ynder the brazen-Seas ; ſo many fountaines in He- 
lim,% ſo many men ſent into the land of Promiſe;hereunto alludethe 
Twelue Apoſtles, Twelue thouſand Nations marked, Twelue Stars 
tocrowne the Queene of Heauen, Twelue Baskets of bread gathered, 
Twelue Angels, and ſo many gates and ſtones of the — _ 
PF aicm ; 
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ſalem ; omitting to ſpeak of the Twelue Signes of the Zodiake, and 
many other particularities touching the coherence of tlits number. 


Letvsnote, that ſome Indians and-Heatlien people at Guiana haue Indians ac- 


no diuiſion or account of Times.and Number,they onely-reckon by 
the moones,as one,two, three, foure,or fiuenoneths; or by:dayes in 
like manner : their numbers they reckon thus,one, two,three, and ſo 
to ten ;then ten and one, ten-and two,/and fo forth. Andto ſhew their 
meaning more certainely, they will demonſtrate the fame by-their 
fingers, ſtill making ſignes as they ſpeake : and when they will reckon 
twentie,they will hold downe both their hands to their feet, ſhewing 
all their fingers and toes ; andas the number'is greater, ſo will they 


double the ſigne. And whenthey appoint or promiſeanything at a 


limited time, they will deliueralittle bundle of Rickes, equallto the 
number of daies or moones that they appoint, and will themſelues 
keepe another bundle of the like number; and to obferue their ap- 
pointed time, they will euerie day,or moone,take away a ſticke, and 
when they haue taken away all, thenthey know that the timeoftheir 
appointment is come, and will accordingly perſorme their promile, 
which may bea preſident tomany Chriſtians. | 

. Thus much may ſuffice tohaue noted concerning Number,andthe 
coherence thereof with Time. Now whereas God by his diuinepro- 
uidence hath made all things ſubie&tto Awmber, Weight;jand Meaſure, 
let vs inthe next place intreat of weight andmeaſures, 


Cray. IIII. 


: Of We1GurTs andMEASYVRES roſed in all places of the 
| world, with other obſernations.. | 


"JP Auing intreatedof Timeand Number, wherein 


and wherewith God doth gouerneall things ac- 
cording to his determinate will and pleaſure : 
Now inorder let vs handle the deſcripton of 

F Weights and Meaſures, whereby all worldly 
Se things are diſpoſed of : whichis moſt neceffarie 
4 robeknowne,togiue cuerie man his owne,and 

| | ' _ tobuyandellby; according to which all con- 
tracts and agreements berweene manand man(in the courſe of Trat: 
fickeand Trade forall commodities) are made, to diſtinguiſh Meum 
and Tuum,by the Law and otherwiſe,according to common conſent 
of all Nations. | . 


count of Time 


and Number, 


The manner 


of Weights. 
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Talenmm, 


Cantar or 
Kyarall. 


Weighs. 
Skippound. 
L.yſpound, 


Roosucs. 
Stones 


Inna or Ma- 


All WE1GHTS are dimaed into three ſorts. 


Plrftbythegreat number, that is to ſay, by Hundreths, Kintalls, 
-Centeners, Talents, Thouſands, Waighs, Skipponds, Charges, 
Liſpounds, Rooues, Stones, and ſuch like. 

& 


_ 


he ſecond ſorrof Weights, is by Pounds,Mina,Manes, Rotulus, 


A | 

The third diuiſion of Weights doth confiſt in the ſmaller diuifions 
of 1 2274, 16,1 $, 20 and 3o ounces toa pound, and the ſubdiuiſions 
thereof. | 

The Talent of the Grecians 60 Minas, everic Mana 100 Drag- 
me$s,{oa Talent is fix thouſand Dragmes, $ of them to one ounce is 
750 ounces. Another Talent of Greece is 16 Scſtertios, being 40 
Minas or Pounds of 18 ounces,as alſo of 2o ounces.In Agypt it was 
32 Seſtertios or 80 Pound. The 50 Seſtertios of Clegpatrs are 125 @. 
In Thratia 48 Seſtertios being 120 Pounds. In Africa 24 Seſterti- 


_ osare 60, differing alſo inthe pound weight. 


Cantar, or Kyntall, or Centener, called hundreths of 100, 112, 
120,125,128,and 132 pounds. The Hebrews did call Cicar to bee 
5o Minas or Maneg. 

Weighs are commonly 165 ®, or 180 ®, or 200 - for acharge, 

a pes of 309,320,340,and 400 pounds the Skippound. 

Lyſpounds of 15 and 16 poundstothe Lyſpound. 

Rooues or Arrobas of 10,20,25,30,and 4o pound to the Rooue. 

Stones of 6,8,10, 14, 16, 20,2 1,24,and 32 ®,andalſo 408, as 
more particularly appeareth hereafter jn thcir proper places. 

Mixias are alſo vſcd,wherof we find mention made in ſome books, 
isten thouſand,and is commonly vnderſtood for 39900 Dragmes of 
$ roan ounce,and x 2 ounces to the pound. 

The pound is alfo diuided by Markes of 8 ounces, and Beſle of 12 
ounces ; euerie ounce was amongſt the Hebrews 2 Sicles,or Stater. 

Siclus is fometimes taken for an ounce, alſo halfe an ounce, and 
quarter ofan ouncc,which is Gerag,or Obolus. | 
| 18 ons I - toone Rotulus 
X ", 144 mes, of 8 to'ONne QUNCE., 

| MinaPtolomaicais r;Rotu-| | , "es of z toa Dragme. 
lus which is diuided into ſmall: 846 Obulus. 
ge 1296 Lupes. 
£2592 Siliquasor Carrats. 


12: Ounces. 
25 Staters or Ciclos., 


; gp 190 Dragmes orRoſoli. 
Mina of the Grecians, other- 2.0 Scruples,24 to an Ounce. 


wiſe called Inna or Maneg, is 5} $06 Obolus. 
pound. 900 Lupines. 
x 800 Siliquas, 
3600 Arcola or Chalcos, 
Rothlus 
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12 Ounces or Sachoſt, 
24 Septarios or Cicles. 
84 Deniers of 7 to an Ounce. 
96 Dragmes or Darchiny. 
288 Scruples or Grana. 
576 Obolus or Orloſlat. 
864 Danig. 
1728 Carrats or Siliqua. 
(6912 Keſtuff, 


Rotulus in Arabia, Siria, Afta 
Minor, &gyprt, and Veniceis 1 ®, 


The 7 Deniers make an Ounce, and there were Dragmes alſo of 
1; Dragme,and of 1; Dragme, andof one Dragme called Alby. 
In the Low-countries the Pounds are diuided diuerſly in 16 
Ounces, cuerie Ouncein 8 Dragmes, or fifths,and 8 parts; And in 
France they call them 8 Groſles,the 128 make one pound. In other 
a they diuidethe pound in 12,14, and 15 Ounces, whereof the piferenceof 
ounds and Ounces both do differ, which is the cauſe that hereafrer Pound and 
euerie countrie hatha declaration thereof. hy 
Ar Bridges in Flaunders they vſe Pounds of 14 Ounces,andof 16 The Pound 
Ounces, whereof the 100 ® of 16 Ounces make 198 ® of 14 Oun- uo 
*ces; which Ounces of 14 to the Poundare heauier, for 100 Ounces . 
of theſe are 105 ; Ounces of the 16 to the Pound : which Ounces 
are diuided in halfe Ounces, or Loot, and euerie Loot in 2 Sizayns, 
andeuerie Sizayne in 2 Dragmes or Quintes. The ſmaller proporti- 
onsand ſubdiuiftons ofother places are as followerh. 


e 12 Ounces. 

24 Loot. 

48 Sizaynes or Siliqua, 
Italian Pounds for phyſicke vied 3 96 Dragmes. 

in other places alſo. j 288 Scruples. 

| 576 Obolus. 


1728 Siliqua. 
5760 Graines. 


"OHNE: Ounces. 
The ſaid Weight of phyſicke is * erg 


at Lyons in France as the Mer-I ,$8 Scrupl 
ples. 
chants @. | | 5760 Graines. 


12 Ounces. 


S 
The Pound weight of Venice. 4, o 3 rr 


6912 Graines, 


16 Ounces. 


The Pound at Paris in France. ; . 3 : Mor 
9 


216 Graines. 
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Graincs, 


Trett and 
Cloffe, 


Londaw: 


Anuerp. 


12 Ounces. 


In Italie the Pound is alſo diuided ; 24 Staters. 
C 9g6 Dragmes, 


32 Loott. 
WE: 4 128 Quintes, 
Vienna in Auſtria the Pound in ) xs ianniags. 

12800 Graines. 


Foraſmuch as it falleth out moſt commonly, that vpon triall of an 
vnknowne Weight, we doe beginne from the ſmalleſt Weight or 
Graine,and ſo aſcend tothe otherproportions, and tothe Pound,b 


Differences of Comparing the ſame to our Graines and diuifions of the Pound, 


which in matter of mint for gold and filuer is of great moment,when 
the pennie weight is diuided into 24 Graines in England, and inthe 
Low-countries into 32 Grains. Let vs notethe great diuerſitic aboue- 
ſaid of 5760 Graines to 12890 vſed at Vienna and other places, 


 proportionably to their pound ; and conſider how eafily we may be 


ouertaken therein, whereof amore ample declaration 1s in the mint 
affaires. 

There is alſo a great obſeruation to be had inthe correſpondencie 
of Weights of one countrie to the Weights of another countric,vp- 
on the hundreth ſubtle, that is ro ſay 100 pounds euen Weight.And 
becauſe in England all wares of Volume or Bulck is ſold,ſome by the 
hundreth weight of 112, and ſome is ſold by the pound, as ſpices, 
ſugars,and ſuch like,& yetare weighed by the ſaid weight of 112 ® , 
and that moreouer there is an ouer-weight allowed called Trett 
which is 4 vpon the 112 ®, andalſo 2 ® ypon cuery skale of 3 hun- 
dreth weight called Cloff, which isabated betweene the buyerand 
ſeller, and ſo there aloflſe of weight by this Trett and Cloff : and 
eſpecially becauſe the commodities imported are bought by the 
weight of forreine nations ; I haue thought conuenient to deſcribe 
the ſaid correſpondence of Weight according to the r00 ® ſubtle 
of Antuerp , being generally knowne in all places : and for the 
Weight of London,to make ſome obſeruations particularly. 


The correſpondencie of Weight of moſt plates of, Trafficke. 


JH Cuſtome of Antuerp is to weigh by the hundreth pounds 
euen weight called Subtle, for the which commonly there is al- 
lowedat the weigh-houſe 101 ®. A Stone weight is 8 ®, the Skip- 
pound 300 &,the Weigh 165 ®,the Carga or Charge 400 ®,which 
are two Bales of 200 foran horſe to carrie on cither ſide, and the 
Pound is diuided into'16 Ounces. 

| _ faid x00 ® weight of Antuerp weigheth in the places fol- 
owing , | | 

AtLondonandallEngland—— 104 ® ſubtle weight, and of the 
Kyntall 


Yee— oo 
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Kyntall weighrof 112®, it weigheth gt :@, | 
At Dublin and all Ireland alſo, 104 ® and 91 ; þy the great hun- Davin. 


dreth, | 
At Edenburghin Scotland———96 ® andall Scotland ouer;and Edenbe- 
103: forii2 ®, rough, 


The ſaid 100 ® make 189 © Markes of 8 ounces, which are 
ounces Troy ; wherewith Gold, Siluer, Pearles, Muske, 
Corrall,&c, | : 
Diamonds arc weighed by another weight, called Carrat:which _—_— 
is alſo vſed in England, France, and other places.One Carrat 
is 4 graines in England; and with them abour 5 graines, be- 
cauſe as aforeſaid they haue 32 graines tothe Engliſh , being 
our penny weight. 


The ſaid 100 of Antucrp are correſpondent with the 100 ® of 
Bruxells, Malines, Hartogenboſh, Louain, Arſchot ; but at Barrow 
op Zoom 98 ®, 

At Briges alſo 100, But wooll weight is 108 @, which are Bridges. 
weighed by Stones of 6 ®, called Nayles, vſed alſoby the Skin- : 
ners there, and maketh x 14 ® Engliſh Wooll weight waying by 
foure nayles , whereof fortie fiue nayles make a weight, the two 
waighes make one pocket of wooll. | 

This 100® of Antuerp is but 93 ® ar Bridges, in the waight of 


\ Butter and Cheeſe, waying by Stones of 6 ®, and 2o Stones is a 


n—_ and doe make alſo 189 + Markes of Siluer, Gold, &c. Troy 
weight. 
The ſaid 100 @ makesat Gaunde, Ypre, Dixmuyde, Hulſt, Po- Gaunde. 
peringe, Tornay, Ailſt, Mirnow,for Hops and other wares 108 , 
and alſo in the Wallons countrey. And at Audinard, Cortryke, Lille, 
Doway, Santomur, and all Flaunders 1 10 ®. 
The faid 109 ®, of Antuerp makeat Amſterdam but 94 + ?, and A4mter- 
for Silkes they vſe the weight of Antuerp. dams. 
And all Holland, Gelderland, Walſland, and Sealand, it is 99 ®. Holland, 
And 110 ® onely ar Zurickzea and Tergoes maketh 107 ®, Sealand, 


0G. 
Francs, 


The ſaid 1 p pound of Antuerpe Subtle, weigheth by the Kings 
weight, | 

Ar Paris———9g 3 ® accounting 4 quarters of 25 pound to 
the hundreth. 

Diepe, Abbeuile, Bourdeaux, Borgoingne, &c. 


94; ©. 


Roan— ——91 ? by the Vicontee, accounting as at Paris. 
Allo by the ordinary weight—g4 +, waighed by the ſame,and 
account 4 Þ cent ouer, | | 


' Lyons 
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111 ® Ordinary weight by Centeners 

* of 112 ®, 
102 ® Almeric, or weight of Genua, for 
Silkes, Saffron,and ſuch like, weighing 
Lyons— _ by ſmall weights,and abating 8 p 100. 
94: By the Kings weight, to pay Cu- 

ſtome by. 
A Charge, is 390 @, a Quintall x00 ®,' 

and a Somme is 400 ®. 


Tholouze. ? 


Auignon, ———— 111 ®?,euery Centener or Quintall, is 
Montpellier x 2 Frailes of 56 ®, 
Rochel, —111®,and 119 by the ſmall weight. 
111 ® Ordinary weight. 
Calaisin Picardy ) 92 ® Merchants weight. 
| 114® The Engliſh wooll weight. 
102 ® Weight for Spices. 
Genuy—— | } $5 ® By thegreat weight. 
Carga, or Charge, is 270 ® ſmall 
weight. 
Marſellis. | 1117, 
* Saint Antoine. ——127%?, 
Aquiſmorr, ON | 
Mixabel. ( 162 ®, Andall France generally 111 @. Lions weight 
Calſada. are ſome 102 ®,or 94 + asaforeſaid. 


Offerte. 


SPeaAlNE. 


***  Senill the faid Great Quintall of 144 © of 4 roues of 36. 
100 ® are JSmalle Quinrallof 12 ®, of 4'roues of 28 ®. 
107 ® byCLeſlerQuinrall of x20 ®, of 4 roues of 30 @. 


£; clo 5® Is pound of 16 Ounces. 
Granada& Ar ; 93 ® Silke and Copper weight of 18 Ounces, 


marie bang 54 ®.Great weight for fleſh, of 32 Ounces. 
Caſtile ——— | | 
Medina del TIO, md en Fe 
Burgos. TIT 23 Rotolus. . 
Arragon. ) 196®, $i In 
© 24. "-—2 96 ®, Great weight for wooll. 
Barſelona-| -137'®, mall weigheFor Saffron, 


. C106 ®By Quintalls of 4 roues, of 30 ®fors ices. 
Valentia. —} 134? By Quintalls of 4 roues, of * P, , 


Carga 
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talls of 360 @, and the greater of 432 pounds, | 


_— Fe fed 100 ® of CAntuerp makes in Spaine 


At Leong  _—_———o *, | 
Sarragoſſa, _—— ———112 ®,and ſmal Quintal 131, 
Lavalona, Sallanico& Magilica——131e, ' © 

Vilaco, — $o ®, 


The Ilands of the Canaries, and all the Ilands of Spaine vſe the 
weight of Seuill, as aforeſaid. 


PorRTVGALL. 


The great Quintall of 128 #, 
The faid 100 ® make 107 5 JThe ſmall Quintall of x12 ®, 

Rotules or Araters by—— containing each foure rooues of 
32 P,and28®. 

There is allowance made, foure ypon the hundreth vpon Sugars, 
and 2 and 3 ypon Cotten wooll, and ſuch like. The ſmall Quintall 
is the weight of the contraQion Houle of the Indies: Spice is weigh- 
ed heereby, bur all weighed by the great Quintall, and reduced yp- 
on the lefſe Quintall, One Quintall of Wax is 1; Quintall of x x2 ®, 

15 168 ®. 


_ a I 

abo Verde p 

Santo Thomas | wy moans or pounds by the Quintall of 
Guynea COP 

Marocco in Barbary } 

Feas and Suus in Barbary 96 @. 


Calicut 80 Aracoles forthe ſaid 100 ® of Antuerp , here they ſe} 
 by{Baccar or Bahar, being at Lisbone 4 greatQuintalls of 11 2 ®, 
4 Quintals for 120 Aracoles. 


X . 20 Faracoles of 32 ® p Rooue, atLix- 
Baccar or Bahar is 3 borneis 5 Quintalls, ; 
_ £480 Aracoles, 
I TAL 1 t, 


— —- 


| __-  edycalled, 4h graſſes 
: And by the ſmall weight, Aloorije—1 56 ® of 12 ounces, moſt y- 
| ſed foralf merchandi- 
; ſes, cuery ounce is ſix 
_" Safſſijeuery Safſi- of 24 
; Carrats, eueric Car- 
_ rat is foure Graines. 


D They 
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| They doe alſo weigh by thouſands of 40 Mixi of 2 5 ® eyerie 
one. And there is allowance made two vpon the hundreth, in the 
Cuſtome houſe,they accountalſo by Cargaos of 400 ® ſmal weight: 
Alſo by ſtarreof 220 weight, howbeit ſtar is Menſarals, to-mea- 
ſureaccording to the weight of the goods, as Ginger 180 ®, Rai- 
ſons 260 ®, Corne 130, Starre containeth 54 pottles of wine at 
Anruerp, Iftria, Spalato, Sequia, Fiume, Piran, and Triefte, haue all . 
the ſame weight, which the Venetians vſe,as aforeſaid. 


Rome. 132 ®, 
Theſai 100 ® at Florence. $3: 125 ® of 12 ounces. 
Bolognia 53 ®Pof 30 ounces, to weigh 
wax & wooll by roues of io ®, 
143 ®,of 12 ounces moſt yſed. 
Matan, Pauia & Cremona 32®P of 12 ounces ,being 13 of the other. 
60 ® of 28 ounces for fleſh. 


Rechanate—— 137 ®, but togold thred but x12 ®. 


Treuiſo, Padua, £1} 
Ferrara, Ottrante 55 
Vrbino, Lanſan, r37%,andr 68 ® by the two Quintalls, 
Ceclena, Bergamo, 


Verona 9go®#, and for gold ThredC 142 ®. 

Breſſa 184#, 136 ®, 

Naples 120 band for Venice ad 134 ®, 

Fouegnt 120®, 134®, 
- Mirandola, | ; 

—_ Plaiſance, 

Luca, Mantua, 


Forli, Carmia, | M<faid 100 Pof Antuerp make 147 #, 


Aquila, Crema, 
Como, Piedmont. 


Sauoy —137®, and ſmall weight 195,” . 

Rauiano, Faenza, Modena,Rimano, Rauenna _ Raguza, all r32 ®, 

Genes by Roues,to a Quintall of 4 Roues and 4 ® ouerandaboue 
allowed, Pepper 119 ®,and Ginger 114 ® the Quintall. 


Napolide Reame oy" 
Ng C 53 Rotulusthe roo to one quintal or Cantar. 


oy | ſr2of x2 omees, 
61 Rotuls of 30 ounces is a Cantar of 
Sicilia all the | Cant! ue 24 Seſtertios. 
| 54 Rotuls for fleſhby Talents of 12 Se- 
_ ſterrios,is 30 Rotulos, 
Candia 
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mr TT 


. 138 ® forgold threed. | 
Candia—— & Roxules,the x00isa Cantar orQuintall, 


Nigrepont 
Griro 
Laarta 


Cataio 
Lacaonia 138 ®, and 98 + Rotiles. 


o x 
Conſtantinople 3 * 4 Re 100a Cantar 


Dragmathey call Metallici of 2 3 make 3 Dragmes of ours, 

The ſaid x00? make at Armenia 1 30 ®, 

Ar Burſa in Natolia——88 Rotules. 

Bucca —44 Ochas. 

Damaſco 26 Rotules,whereof the 1 00 make a Cantar,euery Cantaf 
5 Zurlior ſtones of 20 Rotules,a Riuola isat Antuerp 225 ®. 

Tripoli 22 Rotules, | "EY 

Bieritti 21 Rotules, ſh 

Suria x 56 Minas, euerie one of 100 D CS. 

Siria in Hebrew $0, Minas or Maneg, and 1 00 isa Talent of pounds 
I 8 ounces. | | 


I I9 P. : ; " 
87 Rotules,the 106 a Cantar, 


j t 68-Rotules,the 100A Cantar. | 


Alcxandria +8 Minas of 20 ounces. 
Kalla maketh at Antuerp 560 ®. 


Molucco 88 Rotules,the x x 2 make a Cantar. 
; 78 Rotules of 1 2 Sachoſi, or ounces 


Arabia 148 #, 
: 104 Maires or Minas. 

Almerica Malica—go ® of r2- ounces, or 36 Minas Seftertios 
of 30 ounces, oris 60 Siclos. | 

Cyprus.20 + Rotules, the x 002 Cantar, and the 150 of Famig« 
goſtaareinall the Iland;104..'. F 

Rhodes 19 -Rotules, the r 00 make a Cantar. 

Scio : Fio 96 % Rotules or Scrutari. $f 

Corfu 97 ® great weight,and 1 1 5 ® ſmall weight. 

Leuante 26 Rotules and 156 ®. 


78 Minas of 16 ounces 
Alcaiog) 64 P, | 
| 27 Rotules of 6 ® cuery one, 


/ _—_ 


EST T7 IScibaisat Antoerp; 330 #,is Skippound, _* 
-4Zeroiis 5o Rotules. | 
Forfortis/ 65 Rotules, is fot Pearles, 
+ LZaidin is:77 Rotules, | 
back dent D 2 Muske 
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Make and Amber i is weighed by Metallici or Dragmes,and with 
Peſo,whereof 1; Metallicum;the 5 oare onemarke,and our marke 
is 42 Merallici. 


Achri 17: Rotules,the-z00, a Cantan Tambaran. 


Tripoli 26> Rotules. 
Suria 3 
Aleppoand Aman 22 Rotules, the 100 a Cantar. 


Eueric Rotule is 60 ounces,8 Metecalo or mes is theRotulo, 
480 Metecalos or Metalicos is cueric one 15 Peſo, and the 10 Peſos 
isan Ougaor Ongia, wherewith ciuet is weighed. 


Archipelago 
Nichoſia "$r20®. | 
Arc T's 3 ®, for Mauigette. 
1 Thins $63 Rotules.' 
£17 04 Rotules,the Cantaris 5Roues of 20 Rotules 
Oran 4138 ® for ſpices, and the Cantar is 4 Roues, 
50 Rotules for corne, euerie Cantar'6 Rotules. 
| 61 Rotules for cotton wooll,r 5'toa Cantar.. 
65 Rotules for cotton wooll. 
1 Vna $ 75 Rotules for ſpices. 
94 Rotules forcorne. ' & 
| Sus in Africa by the Geer of 100. of Sevill. 
| Feas, the Quinralli is 6 i 'of Antuerpe of 13 ounces. 


| Barbarie « 


Gr RMANIE, © 
+\Thefaid 100 ® of Antuerpe, wakes followerhya 


Mwadiah 
Cortarice © + 


Spiers 

Bibrach 
Collen——93; Ire + 
Ausborgh 
Munchen all os # 
wiſell .. e295 *-,. 
Norlingen « ; 
Salborgh—r x 1 ®by the ſimall weight,and 3 z ® by the great. 


92 ® of 16 ouncesor " + Loos: ſorne by the Cente 
ret rn andfomeof 120 #, 


- 
% - 
v3 4 £ b 


1: 100 ®, -Zigoſtatica is the Princes, weight, marke 
Meyſenand Ny akindecf "Odlaces, i: ; 
al Saxonic +; 96 ® Merchants weight.” | 


148 ® of 12 ounces, 


as A Frankford 
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Frankford 


? 
Hecdelborgh | 
Lipfich 
—_ - 9s 96®, they dovſethe Centener of 100, 120 ®, 
Offen of Offuer F 229 132 @. 
Baſle 
Coſtuts 
Dompſtetter 
Botſen ? 138 ®, ordinarie weight. 
Adler 91 ® toweigh Steele,Tinne,and Copper. 
—_— 120 ® by Centeners of 1 32 ®,and Stones of 24 ®,wherof 
Pooſen 5 Stones makea Centcner, 


Prage,Canali 
Paſlau, Gern 87@, 


Regensborgh 

Vienna 32 Loott 

Erfurd Cs 5 ®,a ſum of quickſtluer is 2 75® of 128 Quints Gre P, 
Idria 512 Penning 
Looſen——146*, wine" 


Ea$STLAND, 


\ The ſaid x00 P of Antuerpe make-at 
Hamborogh- —-96®, The Centeneris 120 ® of 10 ® 
| to the ſtone, 300® tothe Skip- 
pound, or 20 Liſpound of 15 ®. 
Lubecke ——96#®, The Centcner 112 #; the Stone 
.: .10®, & 32 ſtonetoa Skippound, 
Coppenghen 96 ® as Lubecke and the 20 Liſpound of 16 marke 
pound is a Skippound alſo. 
Berghen in Norway 96 phe very vacertain waighing with 
a1ling. 
Straclſont 92 ®,the ſtone 10 f,and the Li pond'1 6. 
Statin is 96 ®,ſmall ſtone 10 ®,great ſtone 2 1®, the Centener112 ®, 
Stockholmin Sweden 120 ®,the Skippond is 310®, and alſo 345 #@ 
as at Danſicke by ſtones of 34 ®, 
Reuell 120 ®,and the Skippound is there 400@, 57 
Danlicke 120 ®, 16 marke poundare one Lifpotnd,and 2» Liſpound 
one Skippound by the ſmall ſtone of 24 ® for ſpices &c: | 
They haue alſo a great ſtone to weigh groffe wares, as wax, flax, 
and the like of 34®, whereof 10 tothe Skippound of 749 ®. 
Coninxborogh r2 5 ®,the ſtone is 40 ®, 8-16 ſtones one Skippound 
of 400®, they doe weigh allo 350 ®, for the Skippound of 
ws D3: Danſicke 


——  — 
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Danficke which is very dangerous,beſides that the citizensare much 


fauoured. 
—Meluin is 124 ®, the ſtone 40 ®. 
Rigais 120 ®,and20a Liſpound,8& 20 Liſpoundto the Skippound. 
Thoren 120 ®P,theſtoneis 24. _ 
Nareca 120 ®,agrecing with the weight of Riga. 
Wilde is likewiſe1 20 #,and 20 ® one Liſpound. 
Cracouis 124 ®.,and the Centener 1s 136 ®. 
TER The Skippound is vſed in many places, and as in Italie and other 
The weight of - OKIPPO ! - 
the Laſtof countries a Carga or Charge is the loading of a horſe of 300 or 
carne, 400 ®: ſo the Skippound is taken for the lading of corne ina ſhip, 
L2naſi Shippond as a Ehidenr of a Laſt of corne, and as a pound is diui- 
ded into 12 or 16 ounces, ſo is the ſhip-laſt diuided into 12 and 16 
parts: As for example, at Danſicke 16 Skippound for the Laſt of 
340® for eueric Skippound which is the Laſt of Rie, which is at 
Antuerpe 283 ®, ſothe ſaid Laſt 4245® : andof Wheate 4528 @. 
Wheaz. AtRigaand the Nerua 12 Skippound 4009® , at Melvynand Con- 
nixborough 5200 ®, in the Low-countries is 16 Shippound for 
Wheate at 300 ®? maketh 4800 ®, and 14 Skippound for Rie is 
4200 ®,ſo by the weight is the Laſt of Danficke bigger and heauier 
than the Laſt of Amſterdam : and you ſee the difference of weight 
| bertweene Wheateand Rie. Theſe pounds are called Marke Pounds; 
being of two marks tothe pound,to beknowne thereby to be pounds 


of 16 ounces. 
Obſeruations concerning the manner of Weighing. 
O weigh with few peeces or weights, take weights of augmen- 
: & tation double,namely 1 ®, 2, 4,8, 16,32,and 64, making toge- 
- ther 127 ®, and with theſe 7 peeces you may weighall chings vntill 
127/® : and with treble augmentations, as 1, 3,9,27, $1,243, and 
729, vntill z093 ®. Burthe double augmentation is mote com- 
modious for Germanieand England where the Centener of 11 2 # 
is vied. © | | 

There muſtbe an eſpeciall regard had concerning the Beames or 
Ballances for the 1uſtifying of them : If it be an yron Beame trie the 
ſame emptie, and afterwards loaden with equall weights ; and if it 
bea wooden Became, it happeneth many times that the ends are not 
euen,or that the yrons about the ends are remoued more on the one 
fide than the other ; therefore trie the ſaid Beame both emptic 
and loaden, and you may find a great difference in weight, which 

with knocking in the yron witha hammer may be remedied. 
Whereas the weight of —_— (whereupon all the aforeſaid 
correſpondencies are calculated) is bigger than the weight of Lon- 
don foure the hundreth, which may be thought a benefit : the 
fame isnot ſoto be accounted,becauſe of the Cuſtome of 4 pro cento 
for Trett, allowed betweene the buyer and the ſeller, at London, 
whichtaketh away the benefit. This Trett is taken by diuiding your 
weight 
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weight ſubtle by 26,otherwiſe.you ſhould allow as it were Trett vp- 


on T retr. 


The Romanes had a Cuſtome, to name or call cuery mans Capi- The manerof 
tall,or Stocke,a pound, or As ; diuiding the ſame into twelue ounces, ,, wake their 
euery ounce into 24 Scruples, 288 Scruples to the pound : Befſe Wills and Tez 
was : of the pound, or $ ounces ; Sextwa of an olince. Duellum of 


the Romanes 


thepound is Bins ſexiuls, or ; part , Sicilicws is 6 Scruples , Dragma 
3 Scruples. And ſointhe making of their Wills and Teſtaments, 
they put downe one to be heire of Beſle, is 192 Scruples, two of an 
O wncia is =; part,or 24 Scruples, 3 of /emiſſa is ; a Scruple, 4 of Du- 
ello, is 8 Scruples ; inall 368 Scruples, there being but 288 Scruples 
inthe pound : ſo cuery tnans portion muſt bee ratably diminiſhed ac- 
cording; to the pouttd. Cicers made the Teſtament of Ceſinna,ex devnee 
& ſenuncia, was -—; parts, and of Marcia Fuluius of 2 Sextula was 7. 
There is alſo Ebutto ſextula, being = , and ſo the Maſle of their goods 
was deſcribed. | 

Of one pound of 1 2 ounces, Sextansis 2 ounces, Qutdrans 3 Oun- 
ces, Triens 4 ounces z and ſo accordingly the goods were diſtribured 
in equitie. By meanes whereof the Teſtators wealth was vaknowne, 
and when hee gaue more than the proportion Arithmeticall came 
vnto,the order wasto reducethe ſame to the pound of 288 Scruples, 
by diminution of euery mans rate accordingly. The Cuſtome vicd 
by many now to giue certainties , and the remainder in vncertaintie 
15 to be preferred. 


Weights for Monyes, and their correſpendence for moſt 
places of Trafficke >. | 


T. Here is an other weight, which is vſed in the Mints for Gold and 
Siluer, which is che marke weight of 8 ounces : This marke 

weight is heauier at Antuerp than theirordinary pound, by fiuevpon 
the hundreth. 

This markeis diuided in 20 Engliſh, euery Engliſh 32 graines ; 
ſoone marke is 5120 of their graines, 

This manner of marke weight is vſed in moſt countries , howbeit 
in ſome places of Italy by pounds of 12 ouncesotherwiſe diuided. 

In England the pourid Troy of 12 ounees is diuided into 20'pen- 
ny weight, euery ounce, and eucry penny weight into 24. graines, 
which in Antuerp vpon the marke is dinided into 32 graines, Sothe 
pound Troy of 12 ouncesat London is but 5760 graines, whereas 
the marke of Antuerp being but $ ounces is 5120 graines as aboue- 
ſaid. Whereof we intend to treat more amply in our Second Part 
of the Law-merchant. | p, 

There isalſo vſed a penny weight, which is divided ; Themarke in 
eight ounces, the ounce in 2 4 penny weight, and the penny weight 
in twentie foure graines , making the ſaid marke of eight ounces 
to bee 4008 graines, "T _ 

e 
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The Marke is divided. at Rome in eight Ounces. 


"The Ounce in 8 Dragmes. 

Dragma '3 Scruples, 

| Scruple 2 Obolus. 

The Marke weight of Rome Ob us + Siliquas. 

Siliqua 4 Primi or graines , ſo euery 
{| marke is 4608 graines. 


Ounce 24 penny or Deniers, 
Penny 24 graines or Momenta,is alſo 
4608 Momentato the Matke. 


Markes $8 ounces. 
Meyſen in Saxony. ; 


Marke 8 ounces 
Danſicke in Refand———JOunc 32 penny Ct 512 inthe mark. 
Penny 2 Heller 


{Marke 16 Loot. 
| | Loot 4 Quintes. 
Norenborough —————< Quiats 4 Prime or Numulos, 
62” "TOY [Penny 4 Seſtertios, is the marke 256 
{ - penny, or 1024. Seſtertios, 
Marke 8 ounces 
: _——— JOunce 8 groſles\ Is 4608 grainsthe 
ena” Groſſe 3 [En marke. 
Denier 24 grains 


| OMarke $ ounces 2288 graines to 
Portugall ———— Ounce 8 Oitauos. S the marke. 
| | LOitauo 4 = great Graines. 


[ Marke 8 ounces. 
| Ounce, 4 quarts, or Silicos. 
Venice ——---——— Quarta 36 Carats or Siliquas. 
Carrat.-4 graines ,'is 4608 graines 
to the marke, or 1152 Siliquas. 


6912 graines 


| ground in 12 wrong. 
———g0 


| Florence, —— unce 24 deniere 
2691! If16303! CDeniere 24 graincs te MArRe. 
4 Gold. | Stluer. 
Marke 8 ounces Pound 12 ounces. 
Genua——Oince 24 deniers. 'Ounce 24. deniers. 


 +-£Denter 24 graines, Denier 24 graines. 


Naples, a pound 12 ounces, and an ounce 8 Odany. 
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ſ- 26. Loor,or[Tetradragmes. 
21 + Tridragmes. 
| 32 Didragmes. 
64 Dragmes. 
- Beſſe, or old marke of the? <5 Qbolus or Treobolus. 
Romanes ———— 12:8 Triobulos. 
384 Obolos. * 
| 768 Miobolos, 
3840 Momenta. 


Ree re es 


| | ſ\ 64. Denarios. 
128 Quinarios. ' 
The old pound of the Ro-} 256 Seſtertios. * 
manes, called Pondus. ] 640 Aſes: ': 
j 1280 Semilibellas. 
£2.560- Terunciss. , 


" 12 Ouncesorgilders; 
84 Dcnarios. 
"EO 1H 168 ViRoritatus., 
Libra Romana—————#: .;36 Seſtertios. - 
840 Aſles, 
3320 Qnadrantes or Teruncios. 
45040 Sextantes. | 


Wee haue declared heretofore the diuifion of the pound weight 
for wares, and the correſpondence of the hundreth pound,compared 
to the 100 ® Suttle of Antuerp. And now'in the ſame manner wee 
ſhall note the correſpondence likewiſe by the hundreth markes of 
Antuerptoall the ſaid places or moſt of them, which is called the 
weight of the Duke of Burgundie, agreeable with the 100 markes 


of Bridges, and containing 14 ounces tothe pound. , 


The ſaid 190 markes of Antuerp make inall places following. 


Saxony. Danſicke. ] 
Meyſen. |, Milan, 


Collen., 'Vicenza; [ , 
Treci, Lipſich. 1055; Matkes. 
Mens. Vime, | | 


% "4 . 


Erfurd. Frankfoord. | 
Grecia. | Arborough.} 's 
Franconia. . Bambergh. 


Weſlilbourgh; Fribourgh. 1 
p +—— to Trivifo” 293 7 Markes. 
Roma. Crema. | 


Venice. Verona. 


———— _ TO RT ” OOO 


— 


"PE 
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wards to our elle or yeard, 


Piedmont and Turin—9g Markes. 
Florence 42 pounds. 
Aquila 91 ®. 
Naples. 
Pu anos —_— 
Adler. | 


Vienna. 


Hun x 
axe 9 Co Markes. 


Bohemia. 
Breſla in Silcia r 2 1 4 Markes. 


—_ 6: 12 Markes, Merchants weight. 


S_ 102 ; Markes, the Kings weight. 


1 16 Markes for old. 
Genes. —3 77 Markes for Fer or pounds. 
Spaine 107 Markes. | 


Catalonia 100 Markes: 
Burgas 116; Markes. 


Conſtantinople. | nil 
Turkie. $7 Markes) 


Africa. 


Narſinga. 
Perou. NCR | 
- Noua Spagnia. $87 7 Markes, 
Peter 87 Minas. [7 
The premiſes are applyed for our inſtruRion in the handling of 
Mint affaires more at large, 
Here folleweth the deſcription of the Meaſures. 


W' Jin all Commodities, Wares, or Stuffes made of wooll, 
linnen, filke, or haire, are meaſured by the Elle, or Yeard, 
which was taken vpon the meaſure or length of thearme, accounting 
the halfe Elle for Cubitus, diuided into foure quarters , and cuery 


' quarter intofoure inches : wee ſhall alſo followthe elle at Antuerp, 


generally knowne and obſeruedin all places , inthe correſpondence 
and buying of forraine commodities by it , reducing the ſame after- 


The 
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The hundreth clls of Antncrpe make in the countries following, Correſpon- _ 


ExoLany. 


| {60 Ells for linnen Cloth witli the pale: me tanks 


meaſured.. 
75 Yards - woollen Cloth with the thutobe which is 
—of ayar 
Lonuen 4 59 Godes to "_— Frizes or Ftizadoes. : 
61 Elles Cords to meaſure Rowan Canuas whereof the 
Centeneris 120 Elles, 10 > Cords 1 ro a K Comtencn 
L of 12 Elles. 


Scotland 72 Elles,and they reckon with ſixe ſcore tothe hundreth, 
ISI 20, PI 


Turs Lovv mines TH 


Antuerpe for ſilke wares is but 98; Elles. 
Bridges in the ſhops is alſo 98; bur for linen i is but 94: Elles. 


Gaunt 

Audenarde 

Yſenghem(? all 98; Elles,and all Flanders 2nd Brabant according- 
Damme ly, and not named btronnger. $ 

Ipre 

Sluys PLIES 


«.. HP 
"an roes 3 50 Elles. 


Caſſell, Wynockxborough mints ; \ 
Bolducke, Bruſelles, Dick. Louain make 10>Elles, w_ 
Lile,Cambray,Doway,Orfi esMeanen and. Maſi ers 96Elles., 
Amſterdam 191 ;. Harlem in the market 945 Elles far linen. 

All Holland beſides is 10 3: Elles. i 

Henault 94+ in the markets, but in ſhops 98: Elles. | 
Gelderlandand Ouerryſell 104:Elles. , .. © 

Middelborough 100 Elles, and in the market'for lirined 94: Elles * 
—__ 104 Elles, Vere 94: Elles, Goes 97 Elles, Romerfivall 99 


Artoisall the whole prouince 98: Elles, 
Tourney 108 Elles, 

Liege 1 14 Elles. 

Macftriche, Aſſelt, wy 
Namen, and Acors 1047 Elles. | 
Couynbut-70 Elles; wo | WEE is | " 
Hoye 103 Elles, ' (8 
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FrANGE, 


The ſaid x 00 Elles of Antuerpe make at Rouen 53Elles,the Cente- 


_nerof Elles being 112 jj quarters of 28 Elles. 
Paris,Rochell,and a France 
Nantes, Abbeuile,andall Picardic 84 Elles, 


L 1 60 Elles for linnen cloth, 
7 294; Elles for filke Wares. 


60Elles.. 
Auignon $ 36 Cannes. 


 Prouence—36 Cannes. 


36 Cannes for ſilke, 
Marlclles 1 33: Cannes for woollcn cloth. 


Geneua 60 Stabb. 
ITaLiz. 


Venice 410 1+ Braces for woollen cloth, 
Iſtrica 
Piran 91 o8 ork Ukey and cloth of gold, 


Florence? 116 Ser for wollen cloth. 


3 Cannes. 
Rome $5 105; forwollen cloth, 


Lucaand Raguza 120, _ 
Ferrara, | Modena, I. 
., Mantua,  Perato, a iq 
Ancona, ' Ceſena, |" 'pF975 Braves. 
| Deng. 'Carpi, * |: | 
Nigropont, Miendola | 


I04 : Braces. 


VenaSrd 198 Braces of cloth n gold, 
$6 Braces. 
109: Braces. 
Parma 9T Braces, 
Rauenna, Scio,Corfu 1167. 
C122 Braces. 


[238 Palmes for filke wares, and 104 palmes is given for 


Gen 34: Elles. 
32 Cannes for woollen cloth of 9 the cane. 
29 Canes of __ cloth of x0 palmes tothecane.: 


e following places WA Ells. 


Viccaza 


FF, TY SMT 4 
© on ld Se. CI oth 


"y BE + OR \ a. ue"; 
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Vicenza 98: for woollen cloth,and 80+ Braces for filkes, 


Naples 116 Canes and 3 35 Canes. | 
Padua 101 * for cloth,and 83; Bracesfor filke wares. 


1a, $ 120 Braces Campidofor linnen cloth. 
Mt and [4.1 Braces for ſilke, which muſt be conditioned, 


Rauenna 1 1 3 Braces. 


- Brefſa,--  Treuira, 
Crema, Bergamo, oy 
'Rechanati, Vrbin, (5233 Braces. 


Cremona, Lacala. 
Peſaro 103, and for cloth r07Braces. 


CO Is C24 Canes of 4 pichy to the Cane, 


Gira 124 Pichy, Rama 1 1 5 Pichy,Salonici 1 og Pichy, 
Tripoli in Barbary 1 24 Pichy of 4 toa'Cane. 
Lavalona 1 1 1, Nigroponteand Lepanto x i 3 Pichy, 


Alexandria, Llrta 124 Pichy. 
Siria, Damaſco,Bruti x 1 1+ Pichy. 


Ws Tripoli x 12 Pichy. 
Suria Jew 115 Pichy. 


—_—_— 108 Pichy. 


Burſa in Natolia 1 14 Pichy, Bucia 158 Pichy. 


Fo 113 Pichy. .. 
Conſtantinople$ 80 Pichy for canuas, 
DI 
Sapy 100 


Pyol; ; 3x Canes for clothes. 
ugU12 2.23 Canes for ſilkes. 


Calabria, Adler, Lanſan,Malaca, Rhode, 33+ Canes: 
Candia 108 Pichy, Sebenico, Zara 1 12 Braces. 


EASTLAND. 


Embden 
Brema C 22: Elles, 
Hamborough | 


Lubecke 120 FElles. 
Munſter 65 Elles. 
Oſcnbrigh 63 Elles, 
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Wiſmar 1 18Elles. 

Roſticke 1 19 Elles. 

Gripſwoll : | 

—_ 122; Elles, 

Statin, Ockermond, 106 Elles, 

Danſicke,& Melvyn, 1 22 Elles. 

Connixborough 1 2 5 Elles. 

Rigaand Reuell x25 Elles.Narua 125 Arfins. 

Sweden and Stockholm 125 Elles,but at Barrow vncertaine,for they 
—Y bigneſſe of your head witha rope foranElle,and may 

e 120Elles. 


C3 ERMANIE. 
Collen 120 Elles. | 
Norenborough 2 05 Ellesfor filke and linnen wares. 


Meyſen 

Lipfich 120 for cloth. 

Ausborough 2 127 for cloth, 

Franckford $5 125 for linnen. 

Halleand Meydelborch, 105Elles. 

Prage 

Breſlo @ 1 1 x Elles, and forfilke wares 120 Elles. 
Bautſon -S 


Vienna 77; forlinnen,85 for cloth and ſilke. 
Ofner * = Regenburch 78: Elles. 


130. 
Vim x 20, and for woollen cloth 96 Elles. 
Ernfurd 165 Elles.Ienfer 69 Stabb. 
Zurich 1 16 + Elles. Baſell 25 Elles. 


SPAIN 8, 


Caſtill and Toledo, 85 Varas of 4 Quartos, euery Quarto 2 Palmes. 


Cad 81 Varas. | 
adcz 5 108 Elles for filke. 


Andaluzia,Scuill, Granado 83+ Varas. 
Barſelona, Aragon, 43 Cannes. 
Saragoſia 33 Cannes, 

Valentia 73 Cannes. 
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PoRTvGALL. 


62 Varas. 
Linborne9 $3 Varas. 
100 Couados for Silke Wares. 


Maroco . Capo d'Algier 1 36 + Couados,of twelueto otic Cane, 
The Meaſure of wet Commodities. 


f ics Romanes in times paſt, called the wet Meaſure by Oun- _ | 
ces, as wee doe the weight ; accounting tenne Ounces Pox- — 
derales, for twelue Ounces Aenſwurales : {0 Sefbarias Romanorum Was or. ounces, 
- eighteene Ounces weight Meaſure, and 2 1 5 Ounces Mexſarales, or phe mna and 
wet Meaſure. | | 
At Meyſon in Saxony twetitie Ounces Ponderales, make twentie 
foure Menſurales. | 
At Lypſich thirtie two Ounces wet Meaſure, to 26 + Oun- 
cd BOY Meaſure ; the difference of correſpondence from fiue 
tO 1X, | | 
A Hogſhead of Wine weigheth 500 ®; the Caske 5o®: ſoin 
Wine 450 @. | 
A Hogſhead of Corne 450 ®, the Caske 5o ®, is Netto. 350 ® 
in Come. 
So one Tunne of Wine weigheth Nett 1800 ® , arid with the 
Caske 2000 ®. vg WW 
0 one Tunne lading of Corne 15950 ®, being .in Caske 
D. 
Two Tunnes are. accounted for one Laſt : ſo two Tunnes of 
Wine 4000 ® and ſomewhat more, and in Hogſheads there ſhould Obſeruarians 


the ladin 


be but + parts of a Laſt. of Ships by © 
Ar Dort in Holland, they call a great Veſlell, a Rod of Wine, weightand 
which weighed 4500 ®, as a Laſt of Corne, comparing theſe ®<=e. 
4500 ® Menſurales, by reduRion of fix to fiue, are 3750. Pondes 
rales, is 12: Ames.,. Now if you account the gallon of Wine of 
Antuerp to weigh 6 ®, the capacitie of this Veſlell is 1 5; Ames, be- 
ing 750 gallons. | | 
The Rod, is a Rodquadrant, of tenne foot long, and tenne foot 
broad, and one foor deepe, cuery foot containing 7 < gallons Ant- 
uerps Meaſure,or 4 * foot Cubice. 15 £17f 
The Romanes had a'Meaſure'called Amphora,of fonregreat feet! 
as are vied at Paris ,:Cubicei 64 foot' of -r x of the Antuerp gal- 
lon: ſo you ſhaltfindthe Rod oft 950 gallons ſerdowne for ſo ma- 
ny ounces ; and'tenne: Aixziaes for t000'gallons Dorts, it the 
lieu of pounds. 2IGJO 10 enrtoor | 
X43 E 23 Amphora 
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[Wine or raine water——-5o ®, 

Of divers River water ———;5 3 #. 

Oyle or Butter — ?, 

Amphora, of the Ro- | Beanes and Pcaſe ——35®, 
manes wet Meaſure , is |Linſeed ———————— — 3g #, 
84 ©. or 72 ®. weights Core — ——40®, 
Meaſure, is 5o ® weight | Almonds _ ——42 ?, 
of Antuerp, andin Raifins—- ———49 
. | Figgs and Cheſnuts———-——67 #. 
ony wen 3 Fo 

UQuickefiluer ———-—-—— 850 ®. 


Obſeruntions. Peaſe grinded weigh more than Corne, the roundneſſe giueth 

; cauſe to haue more roomth, and differeth from 7to 9g. _ | 

Warmewaer Warme water is lighter than cold water , and conſequent! 

lighterfrhen the cold water, as the heauier, will ſooner runne through a hole 
than the warme water, for the weight of the cold water preſſeth 
more. 

Oyle and all greafie things are light , and therefore ſwimme 
aboue, and burne. Diſtilled watersareyer lighter,and will ſwimme 
aboue, the oyle,and alſo burne betrer,being more combuſtible. 

The caske which is made for the keeping of wine doth differ 
much ; in France, a tunne of two pipes, three puncheons,and foure 
hogheades, is cuerie one of theſe ſix Ames of Antuerps meaſure. 

In Germanie oy call it a Fother, or the carriage of the drawing 
of two horſes,is calleda Feeder wyns,and they account 2+ Rodds for 
afother of wine,or tenne French hogheads,cueric hoghead being an 
Ame of wine meaſure of Dort, whereby they meaſure and account 
their wines, namely the Reniſh-wines comming out of Germanic, 
whereof the Staple is kept at Dort aforeſaid. An Ame is 100 gal- 
lons orſtoopen, and euery Gallon is ten Schreaues, meaſuring there- 


© by by the great. 
45 of the correſpondence of Wine Meaſures. 
He correſpondence of Wine Meaſure is taken vpon the veſſell of 


.4 6 Ames Meaſure of Antuerp, containing 300 Stoops , euery 
Stoop weighing 6 pound called a Stone, which 6 Ames make in 


yy = at Fran C Es 
At argon.” 

- Orleans———- Foure Hog-heads; lacking ten Stoops, euery Hog- 
-.:-/ head 312 Stoops, and at Paris .36:Sextiers, eucry 
- -. -,. | Sextier foure quarts,cuery quart two pints, is 288 
pitits or graines imitated as before, cucry pintc is 
two Choppins or Obles. 
| Bouxdeaux 


PY 
— Cz _— 4 ds. LHEKE 
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Bourdeaux 4 + Hogſheads. | 
Lisborne 5 + Hoſhgeads, 
Auxerein Burgondy z Puncheons. 
Poictou 2 Pipes ;. 

Coniac 2 Pipes, or 4 Hogſheads. 
Ayand Artois 4 5 Hogſheads. 


EnGLAND. 


London 252 gallons, the gallon is halfe a buſhell of Corne, and 
the Chus meaſure of the Grecians. So an Ame is 42 gal- 
lons of wine. | | 


SealNE. 


Romani | | 

Seres or SherrySTwo Pipes of 150 Stoops,or 1 Butt and — 6ue- 

Canarie ——» rie Butt,is at Antuerp 158 Stoops. They mea- 
ſure by the Rooue of 3o®, is 5 Stoops of 
Antuerp,, and cuery Butt containeth thirtic * 
Rooues, and the Pipes containe thirtie Rooues 
of 28 ® weight, 


 Condadois + Butts. 


Madera 2 Pipes lacking 16 Stoops. 

Seuill 565 + Rooues of Romani. A Rooue is eight Somer, euery 
Somer foure Quartils , cuery Quartill is 4 of a Stoop of Ant- 
uerp. 

They Seliver 27 and 28 Rooues ina Pipe. 

But Oyle meaſure by 40 and 41 Rooues inthe Pipe. 

Anſoy or Baſtard, 2 Pipes 16 Stoops for the ſaid 6 Ames. 


PorRTVGALL. 


37 :Almudasof 14 Rooues of Seuill, 
Liborned Euery Almudas is 12 Couados, or Somer,at Seuill. 
Cauodo is 4 quatts. 


Oyle Meaſureby Alquerior Cantar, euery Alqueri 6 Couados, 
euery Cantar 4 Stoops of Antucrp. 


Algarue 34 Starre, 


; _ IrTatik 


Florence 16 ; Batrells of 20 Fiaſchi, or 18 Stoop of Antuerp, the 
three Barrels is one Star, and Star is 54 Stoops Antuerp. 

Rome 7 ; Brenten, euery Brent 96 Pockall or x 3 * Rubes or ſtones 
of 15® of 30 ounces in one Brent, or 42 ſtoops of Antuerp for 
Hony, thepound is 44 ounces, 


E 3 Candia 


: Lex Metcatoria. 


Candia 80 Moſtaches , in Butt of 34 and 35 Moſtaches of 3 © 
Stope. | 

Bolognia 1 3 Corbes. PHY 

Padua 1 = Cara. The Oyle is by Millier of 1 185 ®, isat Antuerp 
x 100, maketh 152 Stopes in one Butt, 

Venice 80 Moſtati, the 38 make one Butt, and 76 an Amphora, 
16+ Quarti Beſontz meaſure the 4 one Bigontz Bigonts, is a 
French Hogſ-head, one quart , cighteene Stopes of Antuerp. 
155 _— meaſure , Secchio , or ſmall meaſure of foure 

- ; © @ 4 Bigonts, or Bigontines. 

Amphora Js Quarri Bigots meaſure. 

18 = Quarti Secchio. 


Lagel,is a Puncheon, Amphora is two Ames, for Oyle they meaſure 
by Amphora alſo, and tor Hony, but moſt by Milliar of 1210 ®, 


«1+ Cara. | 
Verona” - 7 4 Brentes, euery Brent 1 6 Baſſes. 
Oyleby Milliar, of 1778-®, is Brenten 8, & r 1 Baſſes. 


Ferrara, T Maſtelli, of 8 Seccheio.. | 
Vicenza, 1 -; Cara, the Oyle by the Milliar of Venice. 
Treuiſo, 1x1 Conſi, the 10 one Cara. ; 


a $27 Zare, or Sare. 


Iſtria, 15 Venas, Prian 12 Vrna, Tunes 65 Matali of 32 Rotules. 
Tripoli in Barbary, 45 Metares of 42 Rotules. 
Conſtantinopolis 180 Almes, 
96 : Almesof Oyle, is at Venice a Milliar. 
Calabria 8 Salmes. | 
Puglia 8 Salmes are French Barrels, Oyle alſo 8 Salmes , euery 
Salme, 10 Star, euery Star 32 Pignatoli. 


Of the Correſpondence of Beere Meaſares. 


THe Barrell of Beere is made according to the Ame of Ant- 
uerp, and againſt ſpilling , accounted 54 Stoops in Flanders and 
Brabant. 

The Barrell of Beerc in Holland containeth 5 4 Stoops at Am- 
ſterdam 56 + Stoops, accounting 60 Stoops for 64 Flemiſh. 

At London the Barrell of Beere 36 gallons beere meaſure,is 48 
gallons wine meaſure. Euery gallon of Beere is iuſt two Stoops in 
Flanders, and at Amſterdam 1 = Stoops. th 

The Barre]l of Lubicke, is iuſt 50 Stoopes of Antuerp. 

The Fatr of Danſficke containeth 180 Stoops , of Danſicke is 
Antuerp 81. M 

0 


de BIS. þ 1 rn ne” 


Lex «Mercatoria. 


Old Meaſures of the Romanes, | 


He Latins and ancient Romans had Doleum which was 1+, Culeus 
which was 2010 ® weight of Antuerpe. 
Culews did containe 20 Amphoya,being Amphora 80 ® Menſwrales, 
and Ponderales 69 ®,maketh the Culews 1 3 80# of Antuerpe. 
Amphora (is yetalmoſt invſe inall Italieand Germanie) was alſo 
2 called Cadus. 2u4adrantal being a Tubb portable betweene Tu of a 
great foot Cabice, alſo Ciraminium wins is as at London the bufhell of 
corne of $ gallons of wine, weighed 60 ® of Antuerpe. Yinais + 
Amphora Quod wrinet was a leaking bucket, alſo atankard wherewith 
water is carried at London. Three Vrnas was 16 Stoops ora Seſtier 
; waighing 34; ®, 
| Congius was a pottell of farewel,of 1; ſtoope,or ah Engliſh gallon, 
maketh at Meyſen 3 pots,weigherth 85 ®.Campfacesis the ſame. Sex- 
farizs is ; of Congers, or about one pint of Antuerpe. i ant) 
There was Sextarius Caſtrenſis of double themeaſure, which was 
vſed in the warres to cuerie ſouldier onedaily, weighing 2 3+ ounces. 
Hemina is at Antuerpeand Meyſlen halfea pint, called alſo _UMU- 
baitrum.Triblium an oyle glaſſe weighed 1 14 ounces. 
Acetabuluns was a goblet tobring vinegerto thetableof z ounces. 
Ciatus, in Germanie Bacherline, is 4 ſpoone-full, or a ſmall romer- 
ken weighing 2 ounces, is the bignes of the egge of a hen. 


ſ 20 Amphores. 
40 Vrnas of 4 Congios. 
; 160 Congios of 6 Sextarios. 


. f g60 Sextarios. 
Calews 1s J 1920 Heminas. 


| 384.0 Quartas. 
7680 Acetabula. 
11520 Clatosor Ciatos, 


Meaſures of the Grecians. 


M Etrices a metiendo,called Artaba by the Agyptians,is 16; ſtoop, 
| or a Seſtier,waighing 100 ® at Antuerpe. Wn 
Chus is Congins Romanorum, about 1 ; ſtoope, a drinke of farewell 

| which they did drinke one to another,weighed 8 | ®. | 

Cotils is Romanorum Hemina (the Spartans in their feaſts gaue no 
| more to euerie one)is halfea pint. The king had 2 waight x 17 ounces, 
Quartanius is + of a pint,weighing 5 ; ounces. 
Oxibaphum,is as Acetabulum of 3+ ounces,or 1 5 Ciatos. 
Metreta Laconica was leſſe,as Amphora of the Romans of 96 Cotilas, 
Modios or Medimios is 8 ſtoops of Antuerpe. 


. Metretes is 12 Chmus, or 14.4 Cotilas, or 576 Oxibaphaof 1+ Ciatos. 
55. Bats 


F 
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Bats or Baths is * Metretes, or 6 Hinas euerie Hina 8 ®., 
Logniis 5 Egges of 3® : there were three ſorts of Egges vſed. 


Meaſares ſed by Phyſitians. 


72 Sextarios of 4 Quartas, 

288 Quartarios or 
12 Choasof 6 Sextar. 

_ ', | 72 Sextariosof 2 Cotilas. | 
Metretes is 144 Corilas. 
288 Quartas. 
576 Oxibapha. 
C864 Ciatos. 


10 Dragma. 
4 ſmall Miſtra. 
reat Miſtra. 
2 {mall Conchas. 
= great Conchas. 
5 Chemas. | 
10 Cochlearia or Spoonful. 


Ciatos is 1; 
, Ounces. 


Meaſures of (Arabia. 
Dorath is Albi,Romans Amphora,Iohem is Congeus Romanorum. 
8 Iohem. Cophinus z ſtoop. 
48 Kifr. Mares or Pontes,1 ſtoop. 
; 96 Corbin. Dadix 4 ſtoops,meaſures of 
Dorath iS—< 192 Keliath. | Boetia. 


384 Caſlich. 
376 Cuatum. 
12304 Salgerin, 
Artaba meaſure of Agypt, is 72 Sextarios, of 7 Nations knowne 
(then inthe world) to be,Collarwwis 6 ſtoops,Chenix a ſtoop, Hidria is 
9 ſtoops, Phiala or Briala is a guilt cup. 


Of the correſpondence of the Meaſures of Corne. 


Y rim differences of the corne meaſures are verie neceſſarie to be 
' 4 knowne of all merchants and maſters of ſhips,lerting thereupon 
their ſhips to fraight ; the Laſt (which is two Tunnes lading ) being 
the ground-worke of it , vſcd in all the harbors of the ſea coaſts 
diverſly, Foure and twentie ſmall Barrels are accounted for a Laſt, 
as herring Barrels,being 18 beere Barrels,or 1 8 Ames of Antuerpe, 
whicharethree Tunnes of wine; and yet wereckon two Tunnes of 
wine fora Laſt,for two Tunnes of wine weigh the weight of a Laſt 
of corne, that is to ſay, once hoghead 5 00 ®, the 2 Tunnes 4000 ® 
accordingly, 
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accordingly, and 12 Hogheads of corne waighing 350 ® the Hog- 
head, beſides the caske,is 42 00 ®.' But the corne 1s laden looſe, and 
filleth the roome full. One pound of wheate containeth about g 
thouſand graines of wheat; and the Laſt of 4300 ®, isſo many nine 
thouſand grainesin a Laſt. Thecorne meaſure moſtknowneis in La- 
tine Aodivs,a meaſure, in Germanie a Molder, in the Low-countries a 
AMudae, in France May :andthe Laſt differing in ſo many places, it is 
not amiſle to account the weight of a Laſt of whear from 4200: to 

18008, the Laſt of Ric from 4000 to 4200 ©, the Laſt of Barley 

om 3000t03400#: Oats areyet lighter, which isthe cauſe that 

the Oats meaſure is made bigger to counteruaile the weight.We ſhal 
take our correſpondence the Laſt of Amſterdam,beſt knowne 
cuerie where,and where alſoall graines are meaſured alike. The Laſt 
of Amſterdam is 27 moyes,or mudden, eucrie mudd 4 Schepells, is 
108 Schepellsto the Laſt : ora Laſt is 29 ſackes, everieſack 3 Ach- 
telings,2 4 ſmall Tunnes toa Laſt asaforeſaid,or 2 05 meale Barrels, 
that is toſay, one Laſt of meale is put into + 0; Barrels, becauſe ir 
becommeth more depreſſed than corne, or 15; great Barrels which 

do containe more. 

It is alſo to be obſerued, that the difference of corne meaſure is of 

6 vpon 7,alſo z to 4,and 2 to 3,and inſome places one wil make two. 
And in many townes vpon the ſea coaſts they vſe two ſorts of mea- 
ſures, the one called the water meaſure, whereby the corne is meaſu- 
red on ſhip-boord (being alwaies the biggeſt,)the other is called land 
meaſure,becauſe the corne is meaſured thereby in all markets,ſhops, 
or places where corne is ſold. 


The Laſt of corne of Amſterdam i at the following places. 


Anfick,e56 Schepells,wherof 60 there make a Laſt,the 4 Sche- 
pells make one Mudde, which is the Skippound of 340 ®. 
Embden 5 5 Werps,whereof*61 make the Laſt,or 1 5+ Barrells of 
4 Werps. 
Hamborough 83 Schepells, whereof go makea Laſt. 
Lubecke 85 Schepells, whereof 96 make the Laſt. 
Fameren 78 Schepells, whereof 96 tothe Laſt, 
Heyleger hauen in Denmarke 80 Schepells alſo 96 tothe Laſt. 
Coppenhauen 2 3 ſinall barrells,whereof 42 makea Laſt, 
Ebbeltorff Danic 2 3 barrells,whereof 36 tothe Laſt. 
Nelleboghe 2 3 barrells, whereof 42 tothe Laſt. 
Sweaden 2 3 barrells. 
Comnixborough £ of a Laſt,the 6 Laſtare 7 at Amſterdam, 
Melvyn= of a Laſt. 
Statyn in Pomerland £ of a Laft. 
Riga 4.2 Loops, Roſticke and Mecheborough-meaſureof Lubecke 
Antuerpe 37- Vertules. | 


Bruxells 1 0; Mudden, and differing in all placesof Brabant. 
| Gaunt 
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Profitable ob+ _ 
ſeruations 
about Salt, 


watcriſhand weake,nort ſtrong enough to ſalt fleſh withall. |» 


Gaunt 4 Mudds,7 Halſters of 12 toone Muddis 55 Halſters, 
Bridges 1 7 * Hoot. Dunkircke 18 Rafiers water meaſure. 
Middleborough 40 ſackes is 415 tothe Laſt in all Zeland. 
Dort 28 ſackes. . 
Roterdam and Delfe 87 Achtelinges. 
Schoonhauen 88 RR 
Enckhuyſen, Horne, Medenblick 42 ſackes. 
Groeninghen z 3 Mudds. Texell 58 Loops. 
All other towes not fcituated vpon the ſea-coalts we doe omit, 
for this correſpondence is made conſidering the lading of ſhips. - 
London and all Englandis 10; quarters make one Laſt;but inthe 
ordinarielading 5 quarters are accounted for one tunne {ading. 
Calais 18 Rafiers doth agree with England. 
Roan 2o vntill 30 Mines,cucric Mineis 4 Buſhets. 
Rochell 128 Buſhel's Fro eueric Seſtier. 
Bourdeaux 3 8 Boiſſiaux, whereof 33 tothe Laſt. 
Scuill 54 Hanegas,a Laſt is 4 Cahis of 12 Hanegas. 
Lyxborne 2 2 5 Alquiers,whereof _ tothe Laſt,or 4 Moyos of 59 
Alquiers tothe Moyo,ano ſo inall theIflands of Portugall. 
Venice 32 Star.Genoa 23+ Mina. Sicilia 38 Medianos of 6 Moyos. 
Puglia 32 Caraof 36 Timani., 
Cyprus 40 Medinnos of 2 Cipros. | 
Norte that the corne doth fo much differ in goodneſſe, that the 
meaſure of Amſterdam will weigh of Eaſtland Wheat x56 ®, 
of French Wheat 180 ®, of Sicilia Wheat 224 ®, and of 
Africa 236 ®, 


of the Meaſures of Salt', correſpondence and goodneſfe 
the ſac. 


of 


*T He heauier the Salt is, fo much the better; therefore old Salt 
which hath lyen long, and is ſetled, is the better, and will moſt 
increaſe to make Salt vpon Salt, in yeelding more naturally ; in ſo 
much that inthe boyling of it, you muſt obſeruc the wind, which is 
oodat the North, bur contrariein the South. Salt will looſe the 
rſt ycare.betwecene 8and 10 in thehundreth, and afterwards but 
little, Bur for the Salt boyter, helooſeth nothing, ir is ſo much the 
heauier and better. Therefore in Eaſtland, at Rigaand other places 
they ſell their Salt by weight, 12 Skippound for one Laſt, and in 
ſome places 15 and 16 Skippound ; wherefore if you hanue new 
Salt deliuer it by the meaſure,and if old Salt thendeliuerby weight. 
In the boyling or roaſting of your ſalt,ſo called, it will aupment or 
increaſe in meaſure according to the weight. New Spaniſh Salt from 
100to 135, 140 and more; and old Salt of 4 yeares lying made x00 
ro 200, This Salt is boiled by degrees, and is rough in the handlin 
of it, for it isnot driven vp witha light fire, whereby it beramater 
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| The Salt of Portugall and Bruwage, increafeth 25 and 30 accor- 


ding rothe goodnes : the white Salt being weake and of great grains, 
will loſe much in the remoouing,and more in the carriage, by 8 and 
lo Þ cent. | Y Ars 

fo ſalr fleſh wirhall, take of the ſlow boyled or roaſted Salt , but 
make firſt his Brine, otherwile it will be too weake. 

One great hundred of Salts foure ſmall hundreths, | 

We are to obſerue the correſpondence of Salt againſt one hun- 
dreth of Zealand , moſt knowne in all places : they meaſure their 
Salt with Barrels, 18 Barrels toa Laſt, and 7 Laſt tothe hundreth, 
is 126 Barrells. 

At Armuyden in Zealand, they reckon 8 + weighes for one hun- 
dreth, euery weigh is 1 1 5 Sackes,cuery Sacke foure Meaſures, and 
15 weighs of Bruwage Salt make the greathundreth: 


The Sackes of Salt of Armuyden, being 122 ſmall Barrels for 
the x00 Sacke, make as followeth in other places. 


Bruwage + parts of one hundreth of 28 Moyos, and 12 Sackesto 
the Moyo,allo by Charges or Load , tenne load in the hundreth, 
and 48 Moyos or Muys to the Laſt, or 2 x Barrell. 

Lisborne 25 Moyos, Mary port 28 Moyos. 

Saintubal 20 Cays. Calis 22 Cays. 

Sanlucar 21 Cays, 

Gaunt 108 Sackes or Barrels. 

Antuerp 144 Vertels of 24 to the Laſt , and fix Laſt to the hun- 
dreth, and the white Salt is meaſured withalefſer Meaſure of 12 
vpon 100, 

The faid 100 Sackes of Salt of Armuyden in Zealand, make 

At Dunkercke 92 Water-meaſures, or 104 Land-meaſures. 


. Oſtend 98 Meaſures, Dammeand Axels 1 02 Meaſures. 


Bridges 104 meaſures, and Ypre 144+ | 

Roterdam 1 00, whereof fix make one. Mudde of cighteeneto the 
hundreth, ; | 

Amſterdam, Vtrecht,Deuenter, 1 02 Scheppels. 

Calisin France 1 30 Barrels, 19 tothe Laſt, but 20 by fraighting. 

Roan, and almoſt all France 6 + Muys. | 

Hamborch 7 Laſt, whereof $80 Barrells maketh the hundreth. 

Denmarke 6; Laſt. - 

Sweaden 1 12 Tunnesor Barrels, 16 to the Laſt. 

Embden 100 Barrels, 14 to our Laſt. 

Lubeck 7 Laſts of 18 Barrels. 

London 7; Laſts of 18 Herring Barrels, but by Waighes 11 5. 

Veniceand Prian 70 Moſe. 


The Meaſures of Woad, Hops, and Sea-coale. 


VV 244 of Thoulouze in France, made yp in Baskets of 56 # 
weight, isat Antuerp 59 ®, London 52 ®. Foure Baskets 
ac 
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are one Load and foure Bales, or 400 ® isreckoned for a Diars Tri- 
all, and at London . they. take .foure Quintalls of 112 ®-for a 
Triall, toknow how many ſhort Clothes of 24. yeards it will dye, 
which is commonly of Ilands Woad from Saint Michael 7 Clothes : 
And at Thouloze they account that Woad of 36 Frankes, or about 
4 pound ſterling, dieth 1.3 Clothes. 

Canein France they, meaſure by a Tub, containing 8 Meaſures 
or Sackes,cuery Meaſure 120 ®,is the Coopeat Antuerp 1050 ®, 
accounted for a Triall, but is farre inferiour in goodnefſe tro Thou- 
loze Woad. b-4 | 
Eldfoord in Germany , there one great Drifatt of 1200 ® is a 
Triall. | f of 

—_— werewont to be ſold by the Meaſure, but now it is 

one by weight, namely the hundreth, or by a Skippound 

of Amſterdam of 300 ?,which comming much into Eng- 

land from the following places , is worthy the obſeruati- 
on,albeit Engliſh Hopps are the beſt. 


Bridges 13 Hoett,but now meaſared. 
__ 23 1mm 
R Delft 4o Achtelings. 

R awnr ys | Schoonhouen 37 Achtelings. 
a -rrerty OtAm-< Verecht x3 Muddes. 

7 Bolduc or Hertogenboſh, 8 Hoet. 

Harlem 2 Hoct. 
UHamborough 1+ Wifſpell. 


The Meaſure of Sea-Coale. 


i meaſure muſt of neceſſitie bee taken vpon the Chalder of 
New-caſtle, where the greateſt quantitie of Coales is found : 

They meaſure there by the Chalder filled vp, whereof 7 + Chal- 

ders make one Laſt , and is meaſured with giuing twentie one for 

twentic, the correſpondence is ; 

| _ _{Londonand Yarmouth ro Chalders. 

Roan 100 Barrels, giuing 104 for 100, 

Bridges and Oſtend 100 Meaſures for Oats. 

Dort 12 Hoet, alſo by Waighes of 144 ® of 


24 Stones of 6 ®, 
ke. = Gaunt 14.4 Sackes, or 24 Muddes. 


a Alſt 200 Muddes. 
Chalders, is— A 175 Vertels, 
| Condet 44 Muys, the 8o make a Cherke. 
Zealand 68. Herring: Barrels. 
| Middleborough by Waigh of 180 ®. 
.CAmſterdam 13 5 Hoert of 38 Meaſures. 


z 
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Rules to know the goodneſſe of Sea-Coales 


I T Ate your Coale and hold the ſame ouer a candle, or rather 
ouer a flaming fire, and if the Coale doe melt(as t were ) 
drop or fry,thenit is yndoubtedly good Coale ; for this is an argu- 
ment of his fattie and ſulphurious nature, which miniſtreth ſtore of 
food for the fire. Burt if the ſame grow hard and dry ouer the flame, 
it is a figne of a leane and hungry Coale , and ſuch as will not 
cake or knit in the _—_— | 
2 Thebrightneſſe and gliſtering of the Coale, both withinand 
without, is ſome argument of his goodnefle, albeit that ſome kind 
of bad Sea-coale,newly digged out of the Myne, and brought drie 
in Summer time, will both ſhew and breake faire, but moſt com- 
monly if it breake-in the colour or luſtre of Pitch, it prooueth a 
good Coaletothe buyer. But without all queſtion, if the ſame bee 
of a darke, duskie, and dead earthly colour,it is vtterly vnprofitable 
for him that ſhall ſpend it. 

3 The beſtand moſt aſſured proofe ( except the making of a 
firewith them, wherein no manof any ſenſe cancafily be deceived » 
is the lightneſle of the Coales in weight, This weight, as in ma- 
ny other bodies, ſo eſpecially in water, doth either argue his pure- 
neſſe or impuritie ; for the lighter and clecrer waters are cuer held 
the better and more wholeſome , as leaſt participating witthx 
earth : now by the weight of halfe a Pecke of the good ones kept 
by you, triall may bee made ar all times, for bad Coalc is much hf 
pleaſing to all men. 


of the Weights and Meaſures of England. 


(,Oncerning weights, for difference in the ounces and the pounds, 


wee are to obſerue the Troy weight, which hath but twelue Troy weight, 


ounces tothe pound ; and Auoirdupois weight, which hath fixteene 
ounces tothe pound, which are lefſer ounces ; for theſe 1 6 ounces 
make but 14 ounces and one halfe, and two penny weight of the 
ounces Troy, vicd in the Mint, where 136 ® — Suttle 
weight, is but 100 ® Suttle Troy weight. So accounted in the laſt 
Copper monyes, of penceand halfe pence made for Ireland. 


Auoirdupols 
The Troy weight ſerueth onely for Bread , Gold, Silver, and "9% 


EleQtuaries, accounted cight pound to the gallon, and ſo by com 
tation ſixteene pound to the Pecke, 32 ® tothe halfe Buſhell, and 
64 ® tothe Buſhell. 

The Auoirdupois weight ſerueth toweigh Butter, Cheeſe, Fleſh, 
Tallow, Wax, and euery other thing which beareth the name of 
Garbell, and whereof iſſueth a refuſe or waſte. So 7 ®. of this 
weightto the gallon'for Wheat, is 14 ® thePecke, 28 ® the halfe 


Buſhell, ad 56 ® the Buſhell, | 
| F The 
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Correſpon- 
dence of the 
ſaid weight. © 


The 7 @ Auoirdupois weight, are one hundreth and twoſounces 
Troy weight, according to which rate the quarter of Wheat muſt 
weigh 448 ® Auoirdupois ; and 14 ® Auoirdupois, and 16 ® 11 


* ounces Troy, doc iuſtly accord, or 56 ® Auoirdupois, and 67 ? 8 


The meaſure 
drawne from 
the Troy 


weight. 


The coatent * 


of Caske. 


aq waa - 
Ting, Ecics, 
Soap meaſure, 


ounces Troy : wherenote that one penny ſtarling,is the twentieth 
part ofan ounce Troy , the kalfe penny and farthing accordingly. 
And that 5® 12 s. ſtarling is 84 ounces and one balfe, and two 
penny weight of Troy. And 6 ® 18s. ſtarling, is 82 ounces 3 quar- 
ters of an ounce,and one penny Troy.From the which 2 Aſſizes,the 
white wheaten and houſhold breads are calculated and drawne. 

Fot the wet Meaſure isalſo drawne from the pound weight Troy, 
both by land and within ſhipboord,as alſo all manner of Corne and 
graine, thatis to ſay; The weight of twelue ounces Troy in whear, 
doe makea concaue or hollow meaſurenamed a Pinte, and cight of 
the ſame pintes make a gallon of Wine, Ale, Beere, and Corne, ac- 
cording to the Standard of his Maieſties Exchequer, and the Ads of 
Parliament-/1 x and 12 H. 7.But for the water Meaſure within Ship- 
boord, there isallowed renne gallons to the Buſhell;which containe 
five Peckes; | | 
Fromthis Troy weight and meaſure, is drawne alſo the Aſſize 
for the quantitie and true contene of all manner of Caske, lawfull 
and vendible within the Realme of England, that is to ſay, Euery 
Hogſhead to containe threeſcore and three Gallons ; euery Tierce 
foure fcore and foure Gallons ; euery Pipe 126 Gallons, andeuery 
Tunne-25 2 Gallons: | 
There isalſoa meaſure called Salmon Butt of 84 gallons : ſo the 
Barrell of Salmon 42 Gallons , the halfe 2 1. The Herring Bar- 
rell is 32 Gallons, and the Eele Barrell 42 Gallons, and the halfe 
and Firken of both theſe muſt hold accordingly ; the Soape Barrell 
32 Gallons. 


The weightof | There is alfo-the true weight of Cheeſe and Butter, called the 


Cheeſe and 
Burrer. * 


The Sacke of 
Wooll, 


ring. 


weigh; whichis 112 ® Auoirdupois- to the hundreth : ſo the two 
hundreth is 224 ®, containing 32 Cloues, and euery Cloue 7 ® : ſo 


the weigh of Suffolke Cheeſe is 256 ® Auoirdupois weight : bur 


the weighof Efſex-Cheeſe, is 335 ®. 
-..- The-Sacke of Wooll is 364 ® weight of Auoirdupois, two 
Weighes of .Wooll make a Sacke, and 12 Sackes make a Laſt. Bur 


ALaſtef Here a Laſt of Herrings' containeth tenne thouſand, and cuery thouſand 
--" containetenne hundreth. "Ny 


Loadof Lead, . The Load of Leadis 175 ®; the Fother maketh nineteene hun- 


Yeard, 


dreth and:one halfe. 


Concerning M EASVRES, 


Tie isa yeard deriucd from the Graines of Barley. Three Bar- 
ley Cornes- in length make an inch , and: twelue inches one 


foot,and three foot to the yeard., and 16 + foot make a Pole 


or 
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or Pearch to meaſure land withall; Albeit this Pearch doth varie in Pearhes. 
ſomeplaces,being 18 and 2 1 foot. ' Of theſe Pearches 4o in length 

and 4 in bredth make the Acre of land or wood, Whereupon Plinie Acre of land. 
lib.2.cap.2 3.deriueth Stadium to be a Furlong, which containeth 125 pytoog, 
Paces,cuerie Pace 5 Foot,the Foot is tocontaine 4 Palmes, and cue- 

ric Palme 4 Fingers bredth. | 


The bredth of fuke Cypers bending and Curld. | 
®, Gis 3 Nailes broad,n?. 8 is 34 Nailes,and nv. 10 1s 5of a yard Bredihof Cys 
broad, no. 12 is; of a yard; n*. 14 is} of a yard,n*. 16 is 5 of P** 
a yard,n*.18 is; ayard broad. Note in all plaine Cypers they abate 
10 vpon the hundreth, and ſo bring them from Braces into Flemiſh 
Elles, and in the curld. they abate 25 p cent. andin bending 16 in 
the hundreth. 6 "YH 
c_ filke by the Paune of 104 to the hundreth is 5 26 yards ofGirewares. 
liſh. 
"=. ſilkes by Braces the 100 are 89 Flemiſh Elles. 

«wa filke by Braces the. hundreth. 81-5 Flemiſh, and 6x - 
Engliſh. | -£ 

\Lnca by Braces the 5 part of a FlemiſhElle, or 5 of a yard En- 
, Venice by Braces the 100 are 95 Flemiſh, and 71+ yards ſo No- 

renborgh. | | | 

A__ by Varres the 100 is 123 ; Flemiſh, and 92 5 yards 74 

cs. 

Roan hy Ellesthe roo is 125 yards, and 157 + Varres of 
Spaine.And the 1 xo Elles Engliſh is 1:35 + Varres of Spaine. 

The 100 Elles Flemiſh is but 60 lles Engliſh. 

There-are 8 Buſhells in a Quarter, five Quartersto a Tunne la- Comemes- | 
ding, and ten Quarters a Laſt, but alwaies 15+ or 10 + fora Laſt *** >. 
of Holland. 

a) Salt fortie Buſhels make a Waigh, water meaſure of tenne Gal- Sal, 

NS. 

Art Plymouth they meaſure by a Buſhell, alien meaſure, where- 
of 24 makea Tunne, and eight make a Quarter, ſo three Quarters 
make one Tunne, and eueric Buſhell is cighteene Gallons : fo thata 
'Tunne of Salt at Plymouth is bigger thana Waigh of London by 
32 Gallons. 


The Meaſures of Lands. 


Te meaſuring of Lands in diſtance or length extending to 
miles, or the partition of Lands by Meaſures, Acres, Arpen- 
tiers, Bunderen &c. is done by a Meaſure or: Road, which is di- 
uided in 10, 12, 14, 16+, 0r20 Foot: and the Foot is diuided 
ina certaine number of Ynches, 10,12, or 16,which arcallo diffe- 
ring in bigneſle, | 


F 2 Dighus . 
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' Digitws Qr Finger,is inbredth 4 Barley corns laied cloſe together. 

A Thumbe or Inch is 6 Graines or Barley cornes, making two of 

them three. 

Ounciais 3 Fingers or 2 Thumbes. 

Palma(in Grecke Doros)is 4 Fingers, is the 24 part of a mans ſta- 

ture, 

Lichas or Dichas is a Span of a hand with the Thumbeand fore-fin- 
er,orten Fingers ; ſometimes taken for two Palmes which is eight 
ingers. - 

> ar Ti in Greeke is the length of a mans hand, or 1 1 Fingers. 
' Spithama or Span withthe Thumbe and the little Finger is 16 Di- 

it or Fingers,alſo Greciaries 12 —_ 3 Palma in Latin Dodrans. 

Pes a Foot is. 16 Fingers or 4 Palmes, orthe ; of a proportiona- 

ted mans ſtature. 

Pigmeis 18 Fingers, ſoa Pigmeis atall fellow, 

Pgori is 20 Fingers, called Cubitus, from the elbow to the fingers 

doubled. 

Cubitxe is 24 Fingers, or 6 Palmes,is ; of a mans ſtature or Seſqui- 

#5 15 Foot,or 2 Dearantes from the elbow to the point of the longelt 
- TUE 9.5 | 
ads aſtep is two Foot, or 32 Fingers, as betweene both feet 
t. 
Paſſus ſimplex is 25 Foot,halfe a remoue of thebodie. 
Paſſis is a Pace, with 2 leggs making from the heele to the toe 5 
Foot. 
Orgiaora Fathome, is 6 foot,in Latin Yizaor 4 Cubicos. 
Stadiam is _Aulns of 125 Paces of 2; foot, is 312 foot. Greece 
- a. _—_ was the running of one man with one breath, as Hercs- 
s did. 


© Didulwis 2 Stadia Hippicon, 4 Stadiathe running of a horſe. 


Dolicos is 12. Stadia, about the ſixth part of a Dutch mile. 

Signes,or Scena,or Funiculus in Agyptis 60:Stadia,is an houres go- 
ing.,and euery mandid draw the line going vp by boar. 

Stadmas wasa Poſts journey. 

Ailiare wel Lexcaare divers. But a Flemiſh mile is 1 4.00 Roads. 

Gradus Geometrorum , wherewith the world is meaſured round 
about,is 1 5 miles,ſo the world is 360 Gradas, in toto 5400 miles,orat 
4 miles for one Geometricall mile,is 2 1600 miles. 

The moſt commodious meaſure and more vſuall is the Road of 
14 foot, rather than our pearch of 16 ; foot, and one hundreth of 
theſe Roads are calleda Line of land, and three line makea great 
oo of land,ſo called by the name Mcaſure,whereupon wenow 
procced.,, 

A Line of land, lying one foot broad, the length of amile, and a 
plough going one foot broad may beaccounted togoa mile, the land 
ſquare 1900 foot fora Road, and the Line of land oneRoad broad is 
1 0600 foot, | | 

A Line 
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A Line ſquare is 1 othoufand Roads,or 33; Meaſures asaforefaid. 

For a Meaſure is 300 Roads, and ſquare 17; Roads,containing 
58809 Foor. | 

This Road is called in Germanie Pertica making there 1 5 Foor, 
and in Flaunders accounting 1400 Roads fora mileis 1 0600 Foot 
in length. | | : 

A way one Road broad,is called a high-way for paſſengers Pe- 
danticall. | < 

A mile inlength containeth 4.3 Meaſures of land:the way ofa wa- 
gon is accounted 94 Meaſures. L442 

Some in Flaunders do reckon 1 090 Roads fora mile,but is of 20 
Foot the Road. | 

Miliare wasthe diſtance 6r marching of a campe,withour baiting, 
called Reſtram or Reſtas, was 4.000 paces. 

The difference betwcen miles is not to be reconciled,euery coun- 
tric hauing their owne compuration, and that differing in moſt pla- 
ces within themſclues. | 

In Saxonic a mile is 4000 Paces, in other places in Germanie 
5000 Paces. 

In France they callthem Zieux or Zew44,and ina parleament there 
it was appointed to be 1000 turnings of the wheeles of a Wagon, 
wherof the formoſt made wheele was 1 2,andthe hindmolt 18 foor, 
_ betweene was adiudged vpon 15 Foot, is of a Dutch mile 

ut 5. | 

In Spaine one Dutch mile maketh one mile and one halte, 

In England 4 of their miles ro one Dutch mile, being there 1000 
Paces. 

In Italie x 000 Paces,wherof the 3 is a Duch mile. 

Florence 3000 Braces for a mile of 6 Roads,is 1 300 Roades. 

Holland 2000 Roads is 5 Holland miles for 4 Flaunders miles. 

In Zgyprt their Cabitus Geometricws is 6 of our Cubits,they reckon 
by Scena which is a Spaniſh mile. | | 

Perſia Paraſangia of 30 Stadia or Funiculi, they meaſure with 24 
fingersthe cubir, and Cabicus Regine is 27 Fingers. | 

ws Romaas did vſe the Finger,Palme,and the Foot making foure 
Palmes. 

In the meaſuring of lands and waies,diuers meaſures were by the 
ſaid Romans diuidedinto 12 ounces; and the ounce in 24 ſcruples, 
and ſo they called a foota pound,and 2 foot Dapondium. 

The Emperors tables were foure foot ſquare euery way, yet in vie 
in Germanie and the Eaſt-countries; but in England, France, and 
=_ Low-countries are longer than broad,is to fit 16 perſons eueric 
where, 

Ingerim is vſedasa meaſure in Caſtiliaand'about Rome, being an 
old meaſure, Juger quaſi TaniFus being'one daies labour of twooxen 
at the plough,one inco Bovum,was the ſpace of 24.0 Foot, broad x 20, 
containing 28800, which is correſpondent to one halfe great _ 
F 3 K ure 
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ſure of land, wherein they did alſo vſe many diuiſionsand ſubdiui- 
fions according to the pound weight. 


Of the nature and aixerſuie of Colours. 


Ai that colours are not comprehended in themſelues vnder 
weight and meaſure,yet becauſe the quantitie of the ſtuffe wher- 
by things are dycd,are done by weight,as you may note in the prece- 
dent obſeruation of Woad ; and for that merchants may giue the 
better iudgement of colours, knowing the nature thereof, I haue 
thoughtgood(for varieties ſake) to intreat thereof. 

The nature of all colours is confined betweene White and Black, 
and the originall colours proceeding and relating to the middle of 
them,which is Greene, for ſoexperience hath taught vs in progreſſc 
of time, by long obſeruation,wherein by ArtI haue found the truth 
by variation without the myſterie of dying, more certaine than Ari- 


Fotle or other Phyloſophers by reaſon haue conceiued, according to 


the Theoricke part by them deſcribed,which by the Practicke part I 
am aſſured of by experience as aforeſaid. 
The originall or primarie colours are ſeuen, as compleat in num- 
ber,and all other colours are mixtand deriued from them ac- 
cording to the order following. 


—_ _ eaſily conuerted by decay of nature. 


Panicews, light Red, is neither Blew nor Purple. 
Viridzs, Greene,apt to be made into Blew, 


RN hd turned to Blacke, 
Niger,Blacke,the true ground whereof is Blew. | 
_ Allcoloursarelight or obſcure, Zacida wel Opaca, and they all(ex- 
cept Blacke)may be called light,as more or leſſe partaking thereof. 

In White is moſt light, and ſhadow or darknes leaſt or none at all. 

In Blew is thecontrarie, moſt ſhadow and leſle light. 

In'Yellow is inwardlightand lefſe obſcuritie, 

In Purple is the contrarie, inward obſcuritic and leſſelight. 

In Greene,is equalitie of light and darkeneſle, 

In light Red, is more light than obſcuritie. 
| So that for too much want of obſcuritie commeth whiteneſle, 
and for toomuch wantof White or lightneſſe,commeth blackneſſe; 
and acloth dyed Yellowbeing put into the Blew woaded veſſell,ma- 
keth an excellent Greene. 

There waslight and darkeneſſe before the Planet of the Sunne 
was created,albeit the diftintion betweene day and nightis aſcribed 
to the Sunne. Now the Moone hath no light, but what the Sunne 
doth impartynto her, and the colours of the Raine-bow in the day 
time, 
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time, being produced by the foure Elements , doe approoue theſe 
colours to be fo in nature, whereof the Philoſophers haue giuer a 
reaſon accordingly. But conſidering the curiofiticof them,andeſpe. 
cially of drifts, it is ſtrange vnto me that they haue not made men- 
tion of the colours of the Raine-bow in the _ time, when the 
Moone is at full,and oppoſite to the Sunne,which colours neuerthe- 
lefſe rake a refleion vpon the cloudes and obſcuritie of thenight,far 
differing from the colour of the Raine-bow inthe day time vponthe 
decliriation of the Sun ; inſomuch that albeit all colours muſt bedif- 
cerned by light,and ſo iudgedaccordingly, yer their operation doth 
differ very much, as may bee ſhewed. The propertie of all colours 
is to bee ſubicR to the ayre and Sunne, andall of them doe vaniſh, 
but inthe blacke it is leaſt ſcene, andis alſs the fureſt, having his 
ground vpon the blew ; ſo it beea blew ſubſtantiall of Woad or In- 
dico, which is the extra&tion of the Herbe. Glauſfam , or Anil, in 
the Eaſt and Weſt Indies like vnto our greene Woad ; but the leaues 
of itare round and not long, howbeit the climate and ground make 
the maine difference, 

There was of late ycares, two great controuerfies at the Coun- 


cell Table : the one concerning the dying of Black-filke , called Dying of 


London Dye the other concerning the vie of Log-wood, being Blacke filke» 


a falſeglorious colour. | | 
Concerning the London dye of Silke it was prooued, that one 
pound of 16 ounces was by ſophiſtications of additements augmen- 
ted to 32 ounces, and fortie ounces : which fraud commeth to 
paſſe, by reaſon of the gummy matter or ſubſtance whereof the filke 
was not purged for blacke dye, as it is in colours, whereby it made 
ſuchan increaſe in weight. - To preuent this abuſe,a Corporation of 
Silke-men were made ; and neuertheleſle, foraſmuch thara reaſona- 
ble increaſe of 8 ounces, doth looke fairer, and can bee bettervyſed, 
there remained a tolleration of this increaſe in London. The way 
to find out the fraud was by controlling the weight by meaſure, 
which by convulſion becommeth contracted : ſo that if the filke 
being purged decreaſeth 16 ounces to 13 and 12, will mode. 


rately haue afterwards'ſome increaſe ; then this filke _ mea-' 


ſured by the yard in Skeanes, and marked with Leads, and ſode- 
livered to the Dyar, muſt bee receiued accordingly withour ſuch 
contraQtionand decreaſe of length, by the increaſe of weight,theſe 
two controlling each other. : 


>. 


The indifferent courſe therefore , is the golden meane ; ſo is it Dying by the 
done concerning Log-wood, being good cheape and fit for dying —_ of Log- 


of a faire colour, although vaniſhing, ſeruing Sr the poore people, 
wearing coule Stuffe, or vſing things of ſmall value : that notwith- 
ſtanding that the vſe of it was prohibited, as well as the importati- 
on,yetnow of late there is a competent quantity admitted to be ved 
by Letters Pattent, and Proclamation. , 
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A Table of the Standard, for the true making of Woollen Clothes, according 
© "© "#0 theWaight and Meaſwre declared by the Statute wade in © 
the fourth Jeare of his Maictties raige of 
7 | Great Brittaine, &c. 
TEX Sacke of Wooll appointed by King Edward the third, is di- 
® ſtinguiſhed according to the Lunare yeare of x3 monethes, of 
28 ye aing ina 364 ®,or 265 ®, forſo many dayes jg the 
yeare ; the Todd of Wooll being 28 ®,for ſo many dayes in the mo- 
neth ; and 13 Todds for ſo many moneths in the yeare; euery Tadd 
containing foure Nayles,and every Nayle being 7 ®, for the ſeuen 
dayes of the weeke. 24 
This Sacke of Wool! is accounted ro make 4 Standard Clothes 
of cleane Wooll, called Sorting-clothes, waighing 60 ® the Cloth, 
and being 24 yeards long , of 6 : quarters broad or thereabouts, 
within the remedy or allowance of 2 ® weight ypon a cloth. 
In the weightis to be obſerued, that the clothes bewell ſcoured, 
thicked, milled, and fully dryed. 
In the Meaſure likewiſe, hs the ſame be meaſured by the yeard 
and inch, within the Lift,concerning the breadth , according to the 
faid Statute made of all the ſeyerall ſorts of Clothes made in diuers 
Shires, Fiz. 
Byoad. Weight , and Meaſure). 
Kent, Yor.& Read.clothes of 6 ; quarters | 85 ® | 30 & 34 ycards. 
Suffolke, Norffolke,and Eſſex of 7 quar. | 80 ® | 29 & 32 yeards. 
Worceſt.Couent. and Heref. of 6 ; quar. | 78 ®| zo & 33 yeards. 
Wilt. Gloceſt. Oxon. Somerl.of 7 quar. | 76 ®|29 & 32 yeards. 
Suffolke ſorting Clothes broad 6 + quar. | 64 ®| 2 3 & 26 yeards. 
All ſorting Clothes of divers ſhires 6 5q. | 60 ®| 24 & 26 yeards. 
B. Cloth, Tauntons, Bridgewaters 
and Dunftars —of 7 quar. | z0®|12& 13 yeards. 
Broad & narrow of Yorkſhire of 4 quar. |z0®|24 25 yeards. 
Deuon. Kerſeys and Dozens—of 4 quar, | 13®|12 7x2 yeards. 
Check.Kerſeys,ſtrai& & plain grayes 4 q. | 24?|17 18 yeards. 
Ordinary Peniſtone or Foreſts 5.5 quar. |28®|x2 13 yeards. 
Sorting Peniſtones of 6 5 quar. 35P|13 14 yeards. 
Waſhers of Lankyſhireandother—— | 17®|17 18 yeards. 
Clogware, Kend, Karpnuales at pleaſure, 20 at thelcſt, 


The manner of making of all Woollen Clothes, arid workemens 
orders, with the viewing, ſearching, and the forfeitures or abate- 
ments, may at large be ſcene by the ſaid Statute : being an Epitome 

of all former As concerning the indraping of Wools, appointing 
wherein Flockes, Thrums, or Lambs woolla wt 


ay be pur. 


Obſeruations 
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Obſeruations concerning the ſaid wv and Meaſure 
| of Clothes in generall. 


Y Bw all Subſtantiall things , either dry or liquid, are by Diuine 
prouidence ſubject and gouerned by Number, Weight, and 
Meaſure. | 

That Weight and Meaſure doe controle each other , and that 
Number giueth denomination to them both, to diſcerne truth from 
falſhood, as aforeſaid. 

That the weight of a Cloth is more to be regarded,than the Mea- 
ſure, becauſe the weight containeth ſubſtance; which is abuſed by 
ſtretching it in meaſure. 

That according tothe Standard of Clothes, there muſt beallow- 
ed or accounted two pounds and one halfe of Wooll, to make one 
yeard of the aboueſaid Clothes. 

Thar the Statute of Clothmaking , hath had a conſideration to 
makean allowance or abatement for Draped, Dreſſed, Rowed, and 
Sheared Clothes,which is ftue ® in a Long-cloth, and foure ® in 2 
Broad-cloth, beſides the remedy of two. 

According to this Rule , his Maieſties Cuſtome for Clothand 
Carſeyes, &c, ought to bee payed , equalizing the ſaid Cuſtome of 
Cloth, with the Cuſtome of Wooll, according to fortic ſhillings 
the Sacke, payed in the time of Queene Mary; which is to bee done 
according to the weight, and not accordingtothe meaſure, as here- 
rofore hath beene partly done. And the weight will cauſe Clothes 
to be better made, according to the Statute whereunto the Refor- 
mation muſt be reduced, which will be beneficiall, 


Benefits which will ariſe by the trus making of Clothes in Enoland, 
==" to the Statute made in the fourth yeare of he 
Maieſties raigne'of Great Brittaine. 

TH Cloth of the Realme ſhall recouer his former eſtimation, 

which euery Merchant (weighing his Clothes) will cauſeto bee 
obſerued,according tothe ſaid ruleand proportion betweene weight 
and meaſure, whereby the ſtretching and falſifying of Cloth will be 
controlled and preuented, eſpecially if this demonſtration ( here ſet 
downe) ſhall dire& the buyer of Clothes. And the like may be made 
for Carſeyes and all other woollen commodities, according tothe 
laid Statute, 

The Cloth being truely made, will be more vendible beyond the 
Seas, where many complaints are daily made of the falſe making 
thereof, which the Clothier cannot but know , ypon ſo many Cer- 
tificates for Tare asare abated of them to their loſſe : eucry Mer- 
chant looking more to buy good cheape, than to buy good Cloth, 
teeding falſe making by it, which commeth to paſſe more by igno- 
rance than otherwiſe, 
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The Clothier finding the Merchant by theſe meanes able to con- 
troll him, will endeuour ro make true Cloth, and the Officers to ſur- 
uey it will be more carefull ; and not ſend the Clothier their Leads 
and Stampe,and ſo they be payed,ncuer looke to take paines to view 
the Cloth , hereby trafficke will increaſe for the generallgood of 
the Realme, and his Maicſties Cuſtome will be duely payed, accor- 
ding to the ſaid Statute, and all will rend tothe glory of God , and 
honour of the King, inall Equitie and Iuſtice to bee obſerued in all 
well gouerned Common-weales. 

Weightsxand Wee may perceiue by the contents of this Diſcourſe,how weight 

Meaſures con- and meaſure doth controll cach other : compare your meaſure of 

«her, —Cotn withthe weight, as before is declared;your length of Clothes 

with the weight as aforeſaid ;\nay your wet Meaſures, with your 
dry Meaſures of all things of that nature, and expcrience by obſer- 
uation will teach you to diſtinguiſh truth from falſhood , and how 
to know the goodneſle of things ; if Spices become light , thenthe 
weight will ſhew it, becauſe the ſubſtance is dryed yp ; which topre- 
uent is wiſedome andno deceit : For as the Element of ayre is the 
cauſe of putrifaRion, ſo the excluding of the ſame in many things, 
isapreſeruation, and ſo is likewiſe the preuenting of drinefſe. But 
to end this Triall of meaſure and weight, let vs obſerue the Italians 
by weighing and meaſuring of their Silke wares. A yard of Satine 
weigheth foure ounces, being truely made.,and if it bee aboue, they 
take the ſame to be ouergummed, and not truely made, and ſo if ib 
weigh leſſe. 


CHAP, V. 


Of the three Eſſentiall Parts of Trafficke , namely , Com- 
moatties , Money , and Exchange of Money by 
Billes of Exchanges. 


LL thetrafficke and commerce betweene Na- 
tion and Nation, or man and man, is perfor- 
med vnder three Simples, which are proper- 
ly the Efſentiall parrs of Trafticke : Namely, 
Commodities , Money, and Exchanges for Money 
by Billes of Exchanges : which is effeted by 

$ Number, Weight, and Meaſure, according 
to the former obſeruation. | 


ATriparite And hercinis to be confidereda Tripartite Exchange, That is; 
Exchange, 7 Com- 
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Commodities for Commodities. 

Commodities for Money,and 

Commodities forexchange of Money, by Bills of exchange. 

For ſome Merchants do negotiate all for Commoditics,others all 

for Money,or Exchanges,or for all three orany of them which yeel- 
deth them moſt benefit and gaine : and herein is their particular pro- 
fir, or Prinatum Commodam, more reſpected than the generall good 
of the common-wealth, whereby corruptibleand ynneceſſarie com- 
modiries are giuen for Staple wares and durable commodities, tothe 
impoueriſhing of kingdomes and common-weales. And not only is 
this commuration or exchange abuſed in kind, bur alſo in the price, 
paying too deere for the one,and ſelling the other roogood cheape : 
whereby commeth an ouer-ballancing of Commodittes in priceand Puer ballan- 
qualitie, and not in quantitie z whereby in effet, Moneys are giuen ee, Nev 
to boot, and as it were ouer and aboue the reaſonable eſtimation of : 
things ; and herein is the courſe of Exchanges by Bills predominant, 
and ouer-ruling boththe courſe of Commoditics,and Money,as ſhall 
be at large demonſtrated hereafter. 


For the ſaid three efſentiall partsof Traffickeare properly the Bo. T'<Bodie, | 
dic, Soule, and Spirit of Commerce, and haue their opperation accor- ery _— 


dingly. bicke, 
The firſt as the Bogie vpheld the world by commutation and bar- 
tring of Commodities,vntill Money was deuiſed tobe coyned. - | 
The ſecond,as the Sowle in the Bodie, did infuſe life totrafficke, by 
the means of Equalitie and Equitie, preuenting aduantage between 


buyers and ſellers. | | 
The third,as the Spirit and facultic of the Soule(being ſeated ceue- 


rie where)corroborateth the vitall Spirit of trafhcke, direting and 
controlling (by iuſt proportions) the pricesand values of Commo- 
dities and Moneys. | 
True it is, that this Spirit and facultie of the Soule, namely the 
Exchange for Money, taketh his originall from the Soule,which giuethr 
life to thebodie of trafficke ; that is to ſay, The exchange for Moneys 
by Bills of Exchanges, is grounded vpon Moneys,and Moneys were 
inuented and madeby common conſent to be the rule and ſquare to 
ſeta price vntoall things,and the rightand true judges of them , and 
is therefore called Publica Menſurs, or the publicke meaſure berween Money the 


| . _- publicke mea» * 
manand man. But fince the manner of Exchange was inuented be _— 


tweene nations and nations,. or countrie and countries, Moneys did 

onely remaine the: publicke meaſure within the realmes or common- 

weales of eucriecountrie, berweene manand man, according to the 

valuation of Princes and States impoſed ypon Moneys : and the Ex- 

change of Moneys by Bills became Publica Menſura between vs and: Exchangefor 
forreine nations, and berwcenall nations in the courſe'of commerce, Moneys _ 
according to which-Exchangeal Commodities are bought and ſokt, fo berwecne 
And albeit that the aboundance or quantitie of Commodities, and nations, 


the many or few buyers, or the ſcarcitie of Commodities, _— 
the 
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the prices of Commodities to riſe and fall; and likewiſe thatplen- 
tie of Money maketh things deere, and ſcarcitic of Money maketh 
them good cheape as a propertie inherent vnto Money as a true mea- 
ſure : yet we muſt obſerue intrue order, That both Commodities 
Commodities and Money are Paſſiue,ſince th'exchange was inuented,which is only 
and Mony are Atiue,and that in countries whereall the eſſentiall parts of trafficke 
things paſſue+ 1. ſed. But howſocuer, the Maxime is to be obſerued in the auoy- 

ding of the ſaid ouer-ballancing of Commodiriesin price and quali- 

tie. Marcus Catotherefore ſaiethaduiſedly : 

Oportet patrem familias eſſe Vendacem,non emacem. 

A prince therefore (as the father of the common-wealth)ought to 
be a ſellerand not a buyer,which commeth to paſſe when the expen- 
ces of his common-wealth donot exceed his incomes and reuenues: 
this tobe effeted by keeping a certaine cqualitie in the trafficke be- 

Nauralrickes twixt his kingdome and forreine nations. For riches being natural, 
Arabiallri» or artificiall,andboth ſubie& ro Number, Weight, and Meaſure, re- 
|; quireth a certain equalitie in the true comuration of things between 
Tuſticediftri- vs and other nations. And juſtice being diſtributiue & commutatiue, 
buzue a3n4 euerie man of judgement knowerh, that this part is comprehended 
| © vnder juftice commutative; and that all trafficke confiſteth of the 
LendCommo- land Commodities, and of the Commodities of the ſeas, andlaſtly 
dies. ,, Of the Commodities of other countries and nations. For God cau- 
ſed Nature to diſtribute her benefits or his bleſſings to ſeuerallcly- 
mats , ſupplying the barrenneſſe of ſome things in one countrie 
with the fruirfulneſſe and ſtore of other countries, to the end that 

interchangeably one common-weale ſhould liue with another. 
Theſe Aphoriſmes or ſelected _ are of great importance : 
for(as is noted beforc)gaine being the ſcope of all merchants, is pro- 
cured without regard had to the common-wealth ; the wealth wher- 
Proper eauſes Of cannot properly decreaſe but three manner of waies, namely by 
ofthe decreaſe ſelling our home Commodities too good cheape ; by buying the fo- 
Stare, Teine Commodities too deere ; and by the tranſportation of Monys 
in ſpecie,when the exchange of monys doth not anſwere the true value 

of it,by Bills of Exchanges ; as ſhall be plainely demonſtrated. 

Exchange the Forthis Exchange is the Rudder of the ſhip of Trafficke,faſtened 
puiderofrraf= pon the Paralell of the keele of Equitie,whichdothrule and dire& 
the ſaid ſhip vſonall the variations of the Commodities of all coun- 
tries. Many men knowing that the Rudder doth gouerne the ſhip, 
cannotwithſtanding giuelittle reaſon of the cauſe of it, but admire 
to ſee ſo ſmalla pieceof timber haue ſogreat an operation; yetno 
man is ſo fooliſhas to attribute that power vnto the ſailes or any 
other appurtenances of the ſhip,or tothe maine bodie of it called the 
Hull of the ſhip. Great is the error therfore of thoſe that will aſcribe 
any effectual operation to the quantitieof Commodities, albeit there 
wasa trafhcke and commerce without either Money or Exchange 


for Money,when the courſe of it was like a ſhip failing without Rud- 
der or Compaſle. 2d 11th 


Money 
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Money may well be compared to the Compaſſe, hauing ſo manie Money the 
variations vpon the ſeuerall ſtandards of the coines of all countries, Co_ oo 
and changing continually from time to time in valuation , Princes chance the 
and Common-wealcs taking aduantage one againſt another, either Rudder. 
todraw treaſure'into their Kingdomes and Territories, or to ad- 
uance the price of their countrie Commodities . And Exchange 
may properly be compared to the Rudderof a Ship, which com- 
manderh the dire&tionsof the Compaſle accordingly, and ſo doth 
the Exchange command the courſe of Money : for let the ſtandards 
of Moneys be altered either in weight, fineneffe,or valuation,the Ex- 
changeby altcring the price(with great facilitie) according ro equity 
is ableto meet and ouer-rule them all, as ſhall bedeclared in the pro- 
oreſſe of this booke. 54.40 | 

' Thelearned haue determined, that noargument or diſputation 1s Principles or 
tobe maintained with thoſcthat will denie Principles,which by rea- — 
ſon and commonconſent are indiſputable, and ſtand of their owne 

authoritie : for by an vndoubted Principle or Axiome we know , 

That the wholeis bigger than his parr,that rwo is more than one,and 
that two equall things being equally diuided into a third, are all 
equall. POT 145 

; The knowledge of thepremiſſes is{onaturally and viſibly engraf- 

fed inthe mind of man, as no doubrican be admitted : neuertheleſſe 
there are men ſo intoxicated in their iudgements, that being once 
p_ of an imaginarie conceit, they will never be remoued , as 

e was who asked of his friend, What heſhould do with a heape of 

ſtones and traſh tobe rid of it * and was anſwered, That he ſhould 
diggea hole in the ground and buriethem ; and when the other de- 
manded of him,what he ſhould do with the earth he ſhould dig out * 
hetold him he ſhould make the hole ſo much bigger to put them in 
both, and he could neuer be recalled from this conceit, cuen in na- 

turall and ſubſtantiall things to be felt,ſeene,and handled, infomuch 

that experience ſheweth, that digging an hole, one ſhall hardly pur 

in the ſame earth againe,without cramming and-labour, much leſſe 

the other. | | 

The Pithagorians doctrine lately reuiued by CT 

the ſcituation and mouing of the bodies Cceleſtiall, denying the ſta- 

bilitic of the earth, may in ſome meaſure be admitted argamentan- 

di gratia , for they ſer forth ſome Aſtronomicall demonſtration, CO 

albeit imaginarie, and declare ſome reaſons agreeable to experi- motion of the 

ence, namely that the Orbe of the fixed Starres is of all other the cant, 

moſt higheſt and fartheſt diſtant, and comprehendeth the other 

Spheres of wandring Starres. And of the ſtraying bodiescalled Pla- 

nets, the old Phyloſophers thought ita good ground in Reafon,thar 

thenigheſt ro the Center ſhould ſwitftlieſt moune, becauſe the Circle 

was leaſt, and thereby the ſooner ouerpaſſed,and the farther diſtant, 

themore ſlowly : and vpon this conſideration, becauſe of the ſwift 

courle of the Moone, they did conclude, thatthe whole Globe of 

G Elements 
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Elements was incloſed within the Moones Sphere, together with 
the earth as'the Center of the ſame, tobe by this great Orbe, ta- 
' gether with the other Planets abour the Sunne turned, making by 
is' reuolution-one yearez. and whatſocuer ſeemeth to vs to pro- 
ceed by the mouing of the Sunne, the ſame to proceed indeed by 
the reuolution of the earth, the Sunne ſtill remaining fixed and im- 
Arifletleof the Moueable inthe middeft;- But Ariffodle his reaſons are generally ap- 
ſtabilitie of proued, to proue the carths ſtabilitie in the middle or lower part 
thecanth,  f the world; becauſe of gravitie-and leuitie, the carth being (of 
all other Elements) moſtheauie, and all ponderous things are ca- 
ried vnto it , ſtriving (as:.it were) to {ſway downe, euen to the 
inmoſt part thereof, with many other reaſons made diſputable 
by ſome, becauſe the Planets and Starres are farre above vs, But 
ro-denie the Principle of Exchange and Money as atoreſaid, may 
be refuted and proued to. be ſoplainean error, as we ſee the hand 
or Index of adyall to be the thing aRtiue,which ſheweth the houre, 
and the letters are things paſſue and immoueable in the ation 
and ſo are Commodities in the courſe of-trafhicke,where Exchange 
is vied. its, F 

Right merchants are taken to be wiſe in their profeſſion, for their 
owne good and benefit of thexommon-wealth ; for of the ſix mem- 
bers of all the gouernments of monarchies and common-weales,they 
are the principal inſtruments toincreaſe or decreaſe the wealth ther- 
of ; as may appeare by the deſcription of the following royall banker 
Theroyalban- OF Great Britaine. The king of Great Britaine conſidering thar all 
—_ Grea common-weales are furniſhed with Dizive ſeruice, Armes, Laws, Riches, 
man=> Ants and Swſtenance,8 that the managing of theſe ſix things requireth 
fix maner of perſons,namely,Clergie-men, Noble-men, Magiſtrates, 
Merchants, Artificers, 8 Husband-men (which jointly are the mem- 
bers of all common-weales) was graciouſly diſpoſed to inuite them 
all vnto a royall banket, where (after many pleaſing diſcourſes con- 
cerning hunting, and hauing proued by many examples,that the moſt 
renowned princes delighting in that royall ſport, haue alwaics beene 
the beſt wariers)his Maieſtie was pleaſed, that eucrie member of his 
common-wealth as aforeſaid, ſhould in one onely word expreſle the 
propertie of his profeſſion or calling ; whereupon the Clergie-men 
did ſay,we inſtrat# , the Noblemen, we fight ; the Magiſtrates, we de- 
fend; the Merchants, we inrich ; the Artificers, we furniſh ; and the 
Husband-men, we feed. The king anſwering, vſed theſe or the like 
ſpeeches : Wedo verie well approue yourdeclarations in this briefe 
manner, recommending euerie one of you to diſcharge your ductie 
accordingly ,witha remembrance,that we (as your head) muſt make 
Compariſon the bodie of the common-wealth compleate : for the office of a 
and Properti® king towards his ſubiets, doth very well agree with the office of 
thehead,fo + the head, andall the members thereof. For from the head (being 
mow voY the ſeate of judgement) proceedeth the care and prouidence of 

gan —_ . , , 
ſubiets, guiding, and preuenting all cuill that may come to the bodie 
or 
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or any part thereof, the head cares for the bodie,ſo doth the king for 
his people : and cuenas all difcourſes and directions.flow. from the 
head,and the execution of thei belongeth-to the members, ' euerie 
one according to their office ;f0is.it;berweene a wile princeand his 
people. And as the head by true indgement may imployithemom- 
bers intheir ſeueralt offices being thereunto fufficient, or being dete- 
Qiue may cut them off,; rather than »to- ſuffer infeRion-to the reſts: 
euen ſo isit berwixt the king and his people, for as there is alwaies 
hopeof curing any diſeaſed member by direction of the head, ''fo 
longasitis whole ; and by the contrariezif it betroubled;, all mem- 
bersare partakers of that trouble ſoisit betweene the;king ard his 
ſubies, whois therefore called Parexs parrie, who like a father of 
the great familic of the common-wealth, doth-ſtudie- for theweltare 
thereof. | 4, gegen ls: ts 64 

The Lord Chancellor makinga general an{were,did acktowledge 
his maieſtic to be the right and ſupreame' head, without which the 
bodice was to be eſteemed as a deadtrunke,for ſaid he,the royal Scep- 
terof a Monarchie, guided withgood and wholeſome lawes, doth 
far exceedall other gouernments, which properly are called 4ri/to- 
cracies 5 Democr cies. 7 2 'v | 

Ariſtocracie is the gouernment of the leffe number of people of a 
common-wealthin ſoueraingtie,and Democranie(boing contratievnto 
it) is the greater number of people gouerning-Whereas amonarchic 
isacommon-wealth where one fole prince hach theabfolute gouern- 
ment, heere the peace, vnitie,'concord, and tranquilitte' of ſubiets 
confiſtethby meanes of one head, by whoſe power common-weales 
are fortified, vertue thereby being vnited and more corroborated, 
than if it were diſperſed into many parts , which giue occaſion of 
ſtrifes, turmoiles ,'and contronerfies by the 'diuided powers and 
emulation of greatneſſe : when as one perſon(imitating nature)doth 
gouerne(as the head)all the parts@nd members of the bodie, for the 
generall ſafegard and weal publickes *- 

Hereupon replication being made by the King; fault was found 


of the generall dearth of all things within his Realme, withotirany - 


ſcarſitie of the ſaid things ſeruing for the backe and belly ;-which - 


Payer} patrie. 


Ariſftacratia. 


Democralia. 


Monarchie 
the beſt go» 
uernment 


[ 


wee doe attribute vnto you Husbandmen; ſaid the King, tor food is Food deere | 
deare,andyet there is no dearth. The Husbandmen did excuſe them- 54 9 dearth 


ſelves, and laid the faule ypon the No6blemen and Gentlemenfor 
railing of their rents, taking of Farmes into their hands, :and ma- 
king of Encloſures. Noblemen-and Gentlemen did impoſe the 
cauſe ypon Merchants and Arrtificers for felling things dearer than in 
times paſt, which cauſed euery man ro- make the. moſt of this. owne;, 
according to his profeſſion ; wherem the Artificers were cafily dif- 
p_ withall , conſidering their labours, and Workemens wages, 

uying alfo al things dearer.So that the fautr did wholly remain vpon 
the Merchants, who haue the ſole diſpoſing of all Commodities ex- 


ported and imported for the good or hurt of the Commonwealth; 
G 2 which 
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whichcauſed the King to enter into conſideration of the aforeſaid 
three Eſſential! Parts of 'Trafficke, namely, Commodities, Money, 
and Exchange for Money by Bills of Exchange. 

' And ingenioufly percciuing , that the vitall fpirit of trafficke 

did conſiſt in the matter of exchange for monyes, becauſc the ſame 
is the publike meaſure betweene Nation and Nations, and that gaine 
was the radicall moiſture of commerce, which had his cffectuall 

z power in Exchanges : his Maieſtie thought goodto call divers Mer- 
-chants to the conſultation of this bufineſſe ( _ within their cle- 

ment ) to heare their opinion how toremedy the ſaid inconvenience. 

Threemanner. Whereupon his Highneſſe obſerued three manner of Merchants: 
of Merchants. The firſt ( which were the greateſt numbcr ) were ignorant of the 
fundamentall reaſons of Exchanges , and being carried with the 

ſtreame, neuer tookenoticgof it , but were guided therein by igno- 

rant Brokers of Exchanges,according to the rule of forraine Nati- 

ons, The ſecond ſort of Merchants, were thoſe that did altogether 

praQtiſe ro make a benefit by Exchanges and Tranſportations of Mo- 

nies, and neverdid deale in Commoditiesat home orbcyond the 

Seas, and theſe would not confeſſe that there was any abuſe com- 

mitted by exchange. The third ſort of Merchants ( being the ſmak 
leſtnumber ) were men of wiſedome and experience, and yet they 

found the matter of Exchange to bee a myſteric, vntill examination 

of the properties thereof, and then like good Patriots ) they tooke 

acare forthe welfare of the Common-wealth., The firſt ſorthe did 

not regard becauſeof their ignorance : Theſocond ſort he did com- 

Offenders yn- pare vato Vinteners, whoare not fit to be called to be Aſſiſtants in 
frto make making of Lawcs againſt drunkenneſſe, and ſo reicted them : Bur 
x the third ſort hee did imbrace as worthic Counſellors to reforme a- 
buſes; and ſome of theſe were of opinion , that by reaſon of the 

Baſe Money coyned in the latter cnd of the reign of King Henry the 8, 

al the forrain commodities were ſold deerer,which made afterwards 

the Commodities of the Realme to riſe at the Farmers and Tenants 

hands, and thatthe ſame was madedeerer through plenty of Money 

Inbannfing of and Bullion, which came from the Weſt Indies; and eſpecially, be- 
Siluer alerecb canſean ounce of Siluer was inhaunced by the ſaid King, from fortie 
thitgs. * pence, tofortie five pence, and afterwards in proceſſe of time was 
valuedat threeſcore pence, and that the operation of the ſaid alte- 

ration doth ſtill continue. Others ſaid, that the prizes of things be- 
ing riſen, was of nogreat moment, becauſe it was by denomination, 

and notreally , for that which was called fortic before,was now ter- 

med threeſcore, according to the coynes of Siluer valued by the 

ounce,as aforeſaid. But the wiſer ſort did goe further, and compa- 

ring the prizes riſen of forraine Commodities, farre more thanthe 

prizes of our home Commoditics,they did acknowledge,that there 

was an ouer-ballancing of commodities,and found that the courſe of 

Exchange for Moneys was the efficient cauſe thereof : For they did 
obſerue,thatasthe elements are ioined by Symbolization,the aire - 
the 
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the fire by warmeneſſe , the watertothe aixzeby moyſture,the capt 
to the water by coldnefſe ; Sais Exchangeiopned to-Monyrs, .and 
Monysto Commodities by their proper qualezes and cByas,where- 
by it did appeare vntothemz*+ IC oe 

Firſt, that our Monie being vndervalued in Exchange,cauſeth the 
price of our home Commodities to beabared,and to bee ſold better 
cheape in forraine parts; and is alſo the canfe-rhat:ourManyesare 
exported, TA OI 0. 

Tonrn ly, the Monyes Deng rrelporiee, taketh away the liuely 
courſe of rrafficke of our ſaid Commodities,and cauſeth young Mer- 
chants to runne by Exchanges vpon Billes tomaintaine their Trade, 
paying great Intcxeſt for money, which they, cannorrtake VPPy their 
ſingle Bond, as they can doeby Bill, taking vp the ſame by Exchange 
without Sureties. > ot. i232t.0 1 OSIRIS 

Thirdly, this cauſeth young Merchants and others to 'njakeralh 
fales of their Commodities beyond the Seas ro pay their Billes: 
Exchanges, whereby they overthrow the Markets of:arhers, an 
make them ſell better cheape. So on the contraric,the counes being 
ouervalued inexchange; andalſo-inhaunced beyond the Seas,cauſed 
the price of forraine Commodiries to increaſe; more thar'ourmas- 
tive Commodities ; and our Merchants are-compelled{of courſe) 
to make returne thereby , becauſe'they cannot import thoſe 'ouers 
valued monyes, but totheir exceeding grearlofſe. And byexchatige 
they find few Takers, vnlefſe it be our young Merchants; which doe 
conſume their eſtates by Exchanges; and Rechanges. For of the faid 
three Efſentiall parts of Trafficke,we haue but the vſe of one(as they 
obſerued ) which is rhe buying of forraine Commodities'ito- make 
returnes, increaſing therein the conſumption of the ſaid wares, and 
not our owne monyes remaining hereby plentifull beyond the Seas; 
the rather for that Bills of debt are (as readie money )'paſling be- 
tweene man and mancauſeth with them a'liuely courſe:of Trade, 
whereby their Commodities are aduanced in priceand ſale ;neither 
are they compelled rofſell them bur at theirprice, becauſe they find 
, money at intereſt, ar fiuc and fix in the hundreth. 

This plentie of money isdaily increaſed by our Merchants tra- 
ding Spaine and all others, who doe diuert the Royalls of Spaine 
from-vs, becauſe 'of the inhaunſing of monyes beyond the Seas, 
where they haue 25 vpon the hundreth gaine, when with vs they 
make but 10 p cent. | a 

This gaine is praiſed by exchange,and would otherwiſe bee but 
imaginarie,as ſhall be declared hereafter ; whereby we ſhall findthar 
the ſaid Exchange is ſtill predominant, and ouerruling the Monyes 
and Commodities. - | | | 
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ion of the World, eſpecially of Ev ® 0» x, 


A Geometrical Deſeriprio 
| Meaſured by Millions of Acres of ground, 


- . 
_ "5 "% 


"The Meaſure is one Million, or ten hunareth thouſand Acres. 


WEASNHE Circumference of the roundnefle of the whole 
I ISS Globe of the world, compoſed of Water and Earth, 
g&&2 is accqunted to bee 5400 Geometricall Miles, or 
W29 2: 1600 ordinarie Miles. But whereas the Miles inall 
Kingdornes and Countries,and almoſt in cueric Pro- 
in EuT uinceor Shire doe differ. I haue thought conuenicnr 
toadmir one meaſure of one millionof Acres of ground, tomealure 
the whole Globe therby according tothe Map,which is not only in- 
telligible yntoal men;butal merchantsalfo may haue vic hereof.For 
by. thenumber of the millions of Acres, comparing one Kingdome 
vnto another, -or one Countrie ynto another Countrie , they may 
know the bigneſſeand ſpaciouſneſle thereof, which we haue particu- 


» larly obſerued in —_— withadiſtintionalſoof the Dominion of 
:4-2:> Princes:in theſe ſeucrall 


Countries knowne by the name, France, Ita- 


_ ly, Germany andothers, which manytimes falleth into conſiderati- 


AMilliaris' 


on yponſingular occaſions. 
This Globe of the world,is diuided to be two-third parts Water 


or Seas,and one third part Land: and of this Land there is one third 


tnot inhabited, and the other two third parts are,as followeth, 


*. The whole Circumference, by the aforeſaid meaſure is, 1 9, 80 3 


575000, which is 29. milliars, 803 millions, 575 thouſand Acres, 
and the milliar is tenne hundreth millions, Sothe + part water is 1 9 
milliars, 869 millions, and 50 thouſand acres of ground anſwerable: 
and the other part third is 9 milliars 934 millions, 525000. acres. 

Hereof dedu@t 7 part not inhabited , Which 4s 3 milliars, 311 
millions, 508 thouſand acres , So reſt 6 milliars 623 millions 17 
He acres of land inhabited,whereof followetha particular di- 

ribution. dies Xt 


Firſt for Enrope or Chriſtendom... 


England containeth 29 millions, 568 thouſand acres. - 
Scotland containeth 14 millions, 4.3 2*thouſand acres. 
Ireland containeth 18 millions,So theſe three Kingdoms, with all 
their dominions of lands and Ilands adiacent, vnder the Diademeof 
King James, containe 62 millions of acres of ground,8&c. 


England 
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England is by this computation accordingly with the dominion 
of Wales,and all Iſlands thereunto belonging, the thouſand part of 
the whole Globe, or the 222 part of the earth inhabited, orthe 333 
part of the whole carth ; and Scotland may be full the one halfe of 
this computation, that is, the 4.44 part of the carth inhabited, or the 
666 part of the whole carth : and the Monarchie of great Brittaine, 
and the Kingdome of Ireland is the 480part of the whole Globe, 
vnneceſſarie frations in cypher omitted. 

The bodie of the Sunne is 166 times bigger than the whole Globe 

c 


of the world,and ſoaccordingly for the 


as and carth,as aforeſaid. 


The 17 Prouinces of the Low-conptries. 


Containe 10 millions,797 thouſand acres,whereof 
The reconciled prouinces with Spaine, containe 7 millions, 197 


thouſand acres. 


The vnited prouinces vnder the States containe 3 millions, 599 


thouſand acres. 


The Kingdome of France divided into 32 prouinces containeth in 
all 82 millions,879 thouſand acres. 
The kingdomes of Spaine (being eight in number) containeas 


followeth. 

| a 
Caſtile 25 Millions7 30. 
Andaluſia 2 millions 425 
Granado————2 millions 128 
Nauarre x million 458 


ms 


Leon galiia——9g millions 124. 


Arragon 13 millions 104 
Biſcaye 3 millions 412 
Portugal 10 millions 154 


In all containing 67 millions,5 35 thouſand acres. 


ITaLla. 


Vnder Spaine. 
; M1. 
Naples ——: 1 millions 704 
Lombardie——1 million 649 
Vnder Venice. 


Treuiſana 2 millions 584 
Verona -o millions 480 
 Frioul——-——-1 million 047 
Mantua —0 millions 480 
Vnder Rome, 
Liguriz————7: million 415 


Romagnia———1 million 085 
Latium o millions 480 
Hetruriz————o millions 540 


Containing in all 44 millions,z 57 thouſand acres, 


m. 
Sauoy I million 910 
Piedmont————: million 160 
Toſcana &c.——4 millions 785 
Suria and Florence————489 
Marca A | 
A——_—_ x million 4 12 
Parma -o millions 885 
Sicilia——— 3 millions 1 13 
Cypres -1 million 601 
Candia 2 millions 060 
Corlicg_——— I million 395 
Sardegna———4 millions 08g 


y- _— ——_ , 


Germania. 
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m. 
Saxonia—-——3 millions 484 
Miſfinz_—_—_—— } millions 249 


Turnigia———1 million 09 3 
Luſatizy—————- millions 572 
Bauaria -3 millions 249 
Helſatia ——3 millions 644 
Heluetia———12 millions 328 
Baſle—————- 0 millions 842 
Swebourgh—— 2 millions 109 
Salbourgh———1 million 063 
Trier, Ments, 


SpiersSerbourgh$ mill.2 37” 


and Wormes. 


Juliers—————o millions 348 ' 


m. 
Silefig—————-5 millions 706 
Bohemia 7 millions 024 
Auſtria————-.6 millions 121 
Morauiz————4 millions 114 
Pomerania 3 millions 249 
Brandenbourgh—6 millions 208 
Machalbourgh—2 millions 107 


Franconia 6 millions 361 
Tiroll—————; millions 249 
Carinthia ——1 million 588 
Stiria 1 million 779 


Palantine Rhene-4 millions 361 
Wirtenborgh—-1 million 22 3 
Embden —o millions 230 
Oldenbourgh—0o millions 449 
Liege ——o millions 548 
— - IND o millions 215 


Cleaue o millions 258 
Weſtphalia 2 millions 300 
Oſnab -o millions 358 
Containing inall g5 millions,646 thouſand acres. 

Pruffia 10 millions 240 thouſand acres, 
m. 
Ruſſia — 9 millions 607 
Volhimia———j5 millions 762 
Maſſouia I million 916 
- Livonia———-34 millions 1 15 
Poland- -I9 millions 205 


IM. 
Heretofore named Polonia,containing inall $0 millions 845, 


Denwarxke. 


m. 
Denmarke ——-10© millions 426 
Norway 28 millions 4.92 
Holſter ——1 million 065 
Ditinars————o million 337 


/ Containing inall 40 millions, 326 thouſand acres. 


SvVVETHEN. 


Sweathen——57 millions 430 thouſand acres. 


Finland 
Gothia 


7 millions 


lions 531 thouſand, 
20 millions 936thouſand. 


Containing in all 85 millions,$97 thouſand acres. 


Part 


rd 
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Part of Ruſſiia or Moſcouia and Situam vnder Europe, 232 milli- 
ons 558 thouſand acres: ſo that whole Europe or Chriſtendome ,. 


doth bur containe 802 millions 740 thouſand acres,which isnot the EvROPE, 


1 2 part of the wholecarth, el 
Hungarie, Dalmatia, Tranſyluania,and all Turkie $85 mil}.367. 
Moſcouiz Pars 128 millions,$ 1 7 thouſandacres. - - 
Tartaria 299 millions, x 19 thouſand, 
Perſia 385 millions,367 thouſand. 
Calicut and Eaſt-India 587 millions,2 oo thouſand acres. 
Africa containeth 1 5 4 1 millions,$8 3 thouſand acres. 
America containeth x1 52 millions,400 thouſand acres. 
3 Nous Hiſpania 1 349 millions, 1 3 3 thouſand acres. 


'Summatotalis of the inhabited parts of the World , fix Milbars, 
fix handreth and twentie three Millions , and 
ſenen tenme thouſand Acyes of 
Land, Ve ſupra. © 


HE vlſe of this deſcription , to know the bignefle of one 
. & Countrey compared vnto another Countrey , is, for. example: 

England containeth twentie nine Meaſures and odde ; Bohemia 
containing ſeuen Meaſures and odde, is the fourth part of England, 
or thereabouts. | 

The ſcuenteene Prouinces of the Low Countryes , being 
wy Meaſures and odde, is the third part of England, or there« 
aDOuts, , 

The Monarchy of Great Brittaine, being fortic foure Meaſures 
and odd, isasbig as all Italy, and the fiue Tlands of Sicilia, Cy- 
prus, Candia, Corſica, and Sardignia, and is alſo more populous; 
And ſo for all other Countryes,;inſomuch that England onely con- 
taining twentie nine of thoſe Meaſures, or Millions, 568 thouſand 
Acres of ground, if wee dedud the fiue Millions, and 568 thouſand 


©- - 


Actes for wilde & waſte groundsand High-waycs,there will remain one peany 
foure andrwentie Millions of Acres, whichat one penny an Acre, 2» Ace 
amounteth to one hundreth thouſand pounds,a mattet little ſenſible. 5,4 pounds 

Here may Microcoſmos , the little world Man , behold how little in England, 


the great world is, which 1s made for him as a Tabcrnacle , where 
hee hath no abiding place, but trauelleth as a Pilgrime towards 
the Coeleltiall habitation, with a thankefullmind and remembrance 
of tlie metcic of God, who hath beene mindfull of the Sonne of 
Man, and niade him lower than the Angels, tocrowne him with 
glory and worſhip, P/al. 8. Thus + thought rodemonſtrate 
-ynto Chriſtian Merchants touching the wo #1 : bo orc wee intreate 

of the commodities, whereby trafficke rh cominerce is by them 

and other Nations maintained, according to the. ancient, Verſe: 

| Carrit Mercator ad Indot——as appeateth in the next Chapter; 


CHAr; 


Corporum tria þ 


fant genera, 


239 »:0Othe 


. TT: 


*..,g3seNtabliſhedand maintained, that thereupon. wee may proceed ac- 
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Cas, VII 


Of the Commodities of all Countries whereby commerce 
12 bf mainetdined. ., oy 


> Lbeit that the aforeſaid Doftors of the Ciuile 
DJ Law hauc declared that there be bur:threekind 
IA 5, of bodics of .things,namely,- +: 
A \ ED 1. -.2ued continetur ne fpiritu.ut himo Japss (Fc. 
FT SFTANDE.) which is contained of one ſpirit, as manand a 
4 (0 33-0 ſtone,or ſuch like. ERA An IST -} 
= CEVESIEY 2 Ouodes pluribus inter fe, coherentious conſtat, 


# i 


eth of many things ioyned toge- 


wm Ravis Cope; which confi 


ot bc 
ther, as a building, a ſhip &c. 65: 2H 
3 Luodex titantibits conſtat,cot corpora ono nomine ſubietta,vveluti popu- 
lus Jegioggrex,gyc. which coſiſteth of diſtant things,as many bodies vn- 
derone name;a People,a Legion,aFlock,and the like. Yet this difini- 
tion is nor complear, coricerning the bodie of trafficke and com- 
merce, conſiſting of Bodie, Soule , and Spirit, namely Gommo- 
dities;Mony and exchange of Mony by Bills of Exchanges,asafore- 
faid,whictrare to be deſcribed in order.. And becauſe Commodities, 
likevnto the Bodic,vpheldthe world at the firſt by-way of commu- 
tation and bartering ofthem according to neecfſitie and yſefulneſſe: 
Therefore mayit bee thought convenient to ſer, downe ia this place, 
the mn commodities of all Countries, and (of ſome of them) 
*yalues and eſtimation, by meances whereof Trafficke and Trade 


raingly. . . \ ho 2 HH OR mr 9h td 
Vert I the cſtate of Innocency all things were common, but 
alasthis communitie of thitigs indured but awhile, and now by rea- 
ſon of or naturafl corruption, and proneneſſe to wrong one another, 
thereis an abſohure neceſſitie of proprictie and feuerall poſſeſſion, 
which is conſonant ro the Law of. God, as well as founded ypon the 
Law of man, and confent of Nations , it being. the voyce of ſecon- 
darie Nature : "This is my houſe, this is my towne, and thisis my 
ſcruanr,&e: whereby Main & Tuwm is diſtinguiſhed, 4 
'The rm" of this communion of things ,, is the nerucsand 
bond'of hitmarie Socictie; and the mother of Plat and diligence. 


Who would Till _— if he hoped not to taſte of the cropof 
It ? Surely all would 


e waſte and deſolate, if men were to plant and 
build 
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Neuerthelefſe, the Equalitie and Equitie in the courſe of Com- 
merce muſt be obſcrued, toauoid the ouerballancing of commodi- 
ties, as inthe precedent Chapter is mentioned , which requireth 2 
third conſideration of an other kind of equalitie. For as we haue 
noted with Ari#otle, Riches is either Naturall,or Artificiall. 

6 Lt Naturall riches, as Lands, Vines, Forreſts, Meddowes, and 
the like, 

The Artificiall, as Money, Gold, Siluer, Cloth, and all other Ma- 
nufacturesand houſhold Stuffe. 

Now as this Arrtificiall riches is proceeding of the Naturall ri- 
ches,and that both theſe doe receiue their price and eſtimation by 
money : So reaſon requireth a certaine equalitie berweene them, 
which wee find to bee defeRiue,, which is concerning the price of 
lands. 

Toprooue our Aſſertion , wee can hardly make this inequalitie 
appeare, albeit wee doc find the want of the treaſtre tranſported 
from vs into the parts beyond the Seas. For it befallethvntovs con- 
cerning monyes and wealth, as it doth to a Generall of a Campe 
of ten thouſand ſuppoſed armed men, whereof muſter being ta- 
ken at ſcuerall times, and vpon ſeueralldayes, all of them arefound 
to bee armed , becauſe they lend their Armour to each other : 
whereas, if they were all muſtred ina day, and at one inſtant, a 
great part of them would bee found to want Armour. So thelike 
want of monyes and wealth would be found if rich men were exa- 
mined, for their perſonall eſtates vpon any vrgent occaſion, And 
now let vs examine the commodities of all countries, beginning 
from the Eaſt and ending in the Weſt, 


of the geedneſſe and value of Eaſt Indis Commodities. 


"T He Merchants Trade for the Eaſt Indies , tooke beginning ini 
England,in the yeare 1650 At which time Spices and all other 


Commodities were bought for the prices hereafter declared, ons 
ſlate 
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Mace. 


Nuttmegs, 


Ginger, 


Sinamons 


Pepper. 


Long Pepper, 


Weft Indies 
CO. 


Vacerraine 
Trade for Ig« 
dico, 


ſlated out of the Portugall tongue, with my additions and obſerua- 
tions concerning the goodneflc of thoſe Commauodities. 

Cloues growing inthe Ilands of Moluccos,being cleancof Stalkes, 
by the Portugal called Fuſties,were ſold for fiftie Pardaos the Kintal 
or the 100 weight of 1 12 ® correſpondent with our London quin- 
tal,or hundreth,accounting the Pardao or Ducatt at 5 ff, is abour 27 

cethe pound. There is another leaner and drier fort of Cloucs, 
called Crauo di Baftao, which is ſold for 25 ducatts,which the Portu- 
galls doe mingle many times:the difference is halfe in halfein price, 
and the pound at x 3 + pence. 

Mace, being ofa faire colour and large , which groweth vpon the 
Nutmegs, and is had alſo in the Iland of Bantan, was fold for 74. 
Ducatts the hundreth, which is 40 pence ſtarling the pound, 

Nutmegs in the ſaid places were ſold for 15 Ducatts,is 75 / the 
hundreth, and the pound weight cight pence ſtarling. 

Ginger, being dry,from Calicour, called Belledin, oraſhe colour 
Ginger, at 9 Ducats the hundreth,is 45 {, and the pound at 5 pence 
or thereabouts. 

There is an inferiour ſort called Mechino, of fix Ducatts the 
Quintall. 

_— in conſerue , at 13 ;Ducatts, is about 7 + pence the 

ound, 
: Sinamon of Zeilan, growing in that Tland, was ſold at thirtie fiue 
Ducatts, and the Sinamon of Malabar, called De mato, for ten Du- 
catts, whereby the pound of the beſt is about 19 pence, and the 
other about 6 d. 

Pepper of Calicut, Malabar, and the Iland of Sumatra, at 10 
Ducatts the hundreth, bought by the baſer of foure Quintalls,com- 
meth to 6 d. the pound 

Long Pepper was ſold at 25 Ducatts the hundreth, isthe pound 
I'5 pence. 

Benjoinde Boninas at 55 Ducatts,and the other ſort of Caregas- 
ſan at 48 Ducatts, is the pound at2 F 5 pence, and 2 {2 d.or 
thereabouts. 

Campheir of China was ſold at 4+ Ducatts, is 10 ®, and the 
pound about 22 d. | 

Indico of the better ſort , called Carquez, 40 Ducatts, and the 
common ſort of Aldcas 3o Ducatts, and the richer ſort of Aldcas, 
70 Ducatts the hundreth , which is the pound 22 d. 18 d. and 
; { or thereabouts. This rich Indico is as good as that of the Weſt 

ndies of Guatimalo, and better than {Laurea alias Lahora) com- 
ming from the ſaid Weſt Indies , whereof there was wont to come 
another ſort, called IndicoCampeche, which was an extra&tion of 
Logwood, being ouerlight and frothie without ſubſtance, which did 
{wimme ypon the water,whereby this manner of triall is vncertaine, 
and onely the Cowpe muſt find the goodnefſe of Indicoby the wor- 
king of it. 
Commodities 
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| Commodities ſold by a weight called Man of 24 ? weiohr, 
China Silke 76 Durcarts. Silke in pieces 86 Ducatts., Silke of Silkes. 
Lancan 40 Ducatts. Silke of the Eagle, the belt 35, andthe CONts © 


mon 26 Ducatts. | 
Lacte or Hard-Wax, fixteene Ducatts the Man.Soft- Wax, fourc Hard-Wex. 


Ducarts, 2 
Commodities ſold by the Bar of 1 5 Rooues or Arrobas of 28 ®, 

White Sandalo,the 2 pieces, 160 Ducatts,Red Sandall wood, Woodof 
fiftie Ducarts. hina, 

China Wood 1 80 Ducatts,Ebony Wood 200 Ducatts. 

' © Commodities which are ſold by the Ounce. 

Ambre greis 13 Ducatts, is 55 F. Blacke Ambre 3 Ducatts, or A=bre. 
15 { theounce. 

Muske in Coads at 2 £ Ducatts or 12 { 6 pencethe ovnce. - Muske, 

Bezar Stones are ſold according to their bignefle more or lefſe. : Bellaar ſtones. 


Commodities ſold by the ſcore of twentie pieces, as Calico Cloth, (6, 


(;Alico Cloth of the places following, called by ſeuerall names. Ca'ico clark 


: | n | 
Canequins fine of Cambaya 60 Ducatts,is 3 Ducatts,or 1 5-F co, ** pla- 


thepicce. 
Canequins ordinary of the ſame place,4o ducats is 10 the piece. 
Teadas 20 Ducartts,is 5 / the piece. Dotins,2 5 Ducates:Bancais 
tenne, &c, 
Cotonias for Friars, twentie foure Ducatts : and ordinarie at 


twentie Ducatts. | 
Calico Cloth Doſinde , called Tourins fine 70, and ordinarie 4.5 


Ducatts. 

Calico Cloth of the coaſt of Canaor),, called Beatillas, fine 26 
Ducatts,and the ordinarie 20 Ducatts. Pacharins 25, and Berames 
30 Ducatrs, | 

Calico Cloth of Vengala, of two places, called Caſſas fine, 1 00 
Ducats, the ordinary Caſſas 70 Ducatts, Soto pazes, 25 Ducatts, 
and Beatillas x 00 Ducatrs. 

Chaictarcs fine, 4o ducatts;ordinaries 2 5,and caſlas of 60 ducats,; 

Calico Lawne made of Nettles ; broad, and eighreene yeards CalicoLawne. 
long, is of diuers ſorts from threeſcore Ducatts to one hundreth: 
twentic and aboue. | | 

All kind of Druggs differing muchin goodneſſe, muſt bee bought Drugs. 
accordingly , as Mirabolanes , called Emblici, Belirici, Citrici, 
and Indij. [7 9) | 

Tamarinds, Calamus , Aromaticus, Spicanardi, Oppium, Caſſia, 
Mirrhe inanſe, Aloes Cicatrini, & Turia, Rheubarbe, andthe like, 
Lignnm Aloes, Saundets, Borax or Atincall;:and many other com- 
modities. $99 6 112% 249] 

All which Spices and Druggs are” to bee Garbled, for the 


better and wholſome 'yſe of man, for as liquid things in Na- 
rire 
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Indla weight, 


ture, become ſoure ; ſodriethings become bitter in nature , where- 
vpon the Garbellers office was eſtabliſhed and granted, firſt in Eng- 
land by wy. Edward the ſecond, vnto ſome ſufficient perſons , at 
the ſuit of the Pepperers, now called Grocers of London, which 1s, 
in effero ſeparate the good from the bad , or pure things from the 
impure, putting them vp euery one accordingly vnder certaineSeales. 


of the weight, goodneſſe, and values of Pearles and Precious Stones. 


PeEarles and Diamonds, are bought and ſoldby the Carrat weight 

made for that purpoſe. For whereas Gold is ſold by the Carrat 
of 24 to an ounce, accounting two Carrats for one ounce of Siluer, 
whereof 12 ounces make the pound weight Troy. This Carrat 
weight for Pearlesand Diamonds is farre leſſer, for the 1 50 Carrats 
make but one ounce , ſo that one Carrat of Gold weight weigheth 
6 - partof a Carrat of Diamond weight, and the like for Pearles, 


whereof there is a Meaſure for Round Pearle made correſpondent. 


thereunto,which is alſo diuided into 4 graines, as the Troy weight 
is,which graines are of lefle proportion of 6 + to one,and the diuifi- 
ons of ſmall weights are made in + ; 5 and — part, albeit the Troy 
graines are moſt commonly vſed,without this obſeruation. 
Diamonds arebought inthe Eaſt Indies, by a weight called Man- 
gear or Mangelin, weighing two Tare ;, which 7 of a Carrat, for 4. 
Tares weigha Fanan,whichis aboue 2 Carrets. 
Rubies are bought by the Fanan, and 1 I + Fanans make one Miti- 
all,and 6 + of them make an ounce. But of late yeares, Diamonds, 
ubies and Saphires, arebought and ſold by the Carrat weight. 
Diamonds the moſt perfect, called Nayfe , are found inthe King- 
dome of Decanand Narſinga, and the Iland of Ziclan, which, as (1 
fay)are ſold by the Mangelin , at ſo many Pardaos , or Ducatts of 
360 Reis, or 9 Royalls of Portugall ; but accounting the Fanan at 
ſix pence, and tenne Fanans for the ſaid Ducatt, then the Pardao is 
five ſhillings ſtarling. 
The Nayfe Diamonds are pointed on both ſides, and they doe 
grow vponthe Flat Diamonds , which are in the ſuperficies of the 


Bourt of Diamonds, andare impure, commonly beaten therefore in- 


to powder for the vſe of the other Diamonds, that are cut and poli- 
ſhed by the Millne. The Flat Diamonds are alwayes valued one third 
leſſe in price, than the Nayfeare, ſo long as they be vncut , but 

ing cut, are of more or leſſe eſtimation according to their faſhion, 
Someare faire Triangles, others Flower de Luces, Roſes, Harts, 
Columes, Demy Croſſes, or other faſhions of Poly Angles, and 
proportions ſeruing for the members or parts of the bodies of 
things to bee made into many workes and Iewels, as the Iewel- 
lers will apply the ſame, cut with many Faſſets or Squares : But 
the thicke Stones are more certainely knowne by their weight, 
hauing their Bifallyes compleat cither in Tables or Points wan- 
ting 


-_ 


[en na 
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ting no cornersor due proportion, without ſpots or ſands , burbles, , _.. 
flawes and vaines, which fomerimes (although it be in lictle ſtones) good bia- 
maketh them run 3 and 4 daies vpon the milne, ſpending much time monds. 

and labour to poliſh them. Iris almoſt 4 © yeares ſince I did main- 

taine diuers milnes and cutters of Diamonds, whereby experience 

made ptoofe vnto me of theſe things, which are verie conſiderable. 

For the water of Diamonds is alſo chiefly ſeene in the cutting and 

poliſhing of Diamonds, ſome being a yellow water, other greeniſh, 

other browniſh: but the difference 1s almoſt all alike, if they be of 

one rocke, that is to ſay,they are like in the parcelsas they ſell them, 

The beſt waters are whitiſh, inclining to the blew,which maketh the 

beſt illuſtration and play, as ſome call it, which ſometimes will be 

found to be admirable in a thinne ſtone,or feables,as the Portugalls 

call them : but the faſſets muſt be induſtriouſly wrought, which in 
greatſtones of 19 or x2 Carrats maketh them to be Paragons, that Pages Dia 
i5 to ſay, inall perteion, and being Piedras de mneſtra, or ſtones of monds; 
ſhew, will be old by eſtimation, as the loue and fancie of a man will 

Carrie the ſame. wr 

In times paſt all Diamonds aboue 4 Carrats,rough or vnwrought, 
were the kings,in the places where they were found ; which is the 
cauſe that concerning the values of Diamonds of aboue 4 Carrats 
cut,no proportion in price is made certaine betweene Iewellers, but 
is left to eſtimation according to the aboueſaid properties. 

Small Diamonds haue ſome proportionable price, rifing and fal- 
ling accordingly, which were ſet downe at Paris in France,during 
the raigne of the French king Heprie the fourth, by the Iewellers 
there, as followeth. 


Crownes of 6 [6 euerie Carrat. 


. 
Of roſtones a Car.—5. Of2 3 gr.the peece 14+ crowns the Car. Rough Dia- 
Of 9 toa Carrat-—-5: Of 3 Graines——16 the Carrat. _ called 


_ Of 8 toa Carrat—s6 Of 3 + Graines—17 


Of 7<toa Carrat—7 Of 373 Graines—- 18 ; 
Of 7 toa Carrat—7 5 Of x Car.thepeece 19 
Of 6 5toa Car.—3 Of 4 + Graines—19 - 
Of 6 toa Car.- $; Of 4; Graines—-20 
Of 5 : toa Car. $: Of 4; Graines—21 


Of 5 toa Car. —8: Ofs5 Graines 22 
Of 4+ toa Car —— 9 OF 6 Graines 24. 
Of 4toa Car.——-9; Of 7 Graines——26 
Of 3: toa Car, ——9* Of $8 Graines——3o 


Of 3 to a Car ——-119: Of g Graines——34 
Of 2:toa Car—1x1 Of10 Graines—-4o 
Of 2 toa Car, —12 Of 1 Graines-—45 
Of2 ;gr. the peece 12+ Of 12 Graines—-50 
Of 2 ; gr.thepeece xz OF 16 or 4 Carrats 60 
H 2 By 
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Diamonds cut 


By this eſtimat it appeareth that a Diamond of 4 Carrats bruteor 
yncut,is ſet downe 60 French crownes, which is 18 #® ſterling : for 
it is vncertaine what may be diminiſhed of the weight by the worke- 


manſhip of ir. So that in the Stones cut and poliſhed there is more 


certaintie ; whereof the price was likewiſe proportionably ſet down 


as followerh. 


Of : a Graine—20 ſhillings ſter, 


Of i of a Graines —25 
Of one Graine—————--40 
Of 1 = Graine—— —50 


Of 1 + Graine———————60 


Of 1: Graine————-—80 


Of 2 Graines ——100 
Of z + Graines———-——120 
Of 2 + Graines -150 
Of 2 + Graines 9? 00 
Of 3 Graines 120 © 


Of ; + Graines —---=16 © © 
Of 3 + Graines 200 © 
Of 3 } Graines: 
' Of 4 Gr.or one Carrat zo o © 
Of one Carrat >—- 
Of 1 + Carrats 


36 0 © 


24 00. 


3300 


Of r + Carrat— 40 0 © 
Of 2 Carrats —60 O © 
Of 3 Carrats———100 © © 
Of 4 Carrats— 200 © © 


All which prices may alter from 
time to time according to the vſe 
of precious Stones, vpon acciden- 
tall cauſes of the mariages, of 
Princes and great perſonages,to 
be done proportionably . As if 
the Diamond of a Carrat ſhould 
riſe 20 in the hundreth, then all 
the other ſorts accordingly ; and 
ſoalſoin the falling of the price 
by greater quantities. 


Diamonds of yellow water (which giueluſtre extraordinarily by 
candle-light) are more in requeſt in Germanie and ſome places in 
Ttalie, where the browne Diamonds arcalſodefired. But in England 
& France they are worth + part lefſe(which is according to the aboue 
faid prices that Diamonds are now worth with vsalſo.) The Dia- 
* mond of afull Carrat being a perfe& Table, and yellow,is worth 


20 ® ſterling. 


The pointed Diamonds, which(in regard of their natural propor- 


tion, having leſſe waſt in the cuttin 
than the Table Diamonds,are now 


g) heretofore ſold better cheape 


ecrer and more eſteemed. 


About this time of the aboueſaid eſtimation, theſe Diamonds of 


Bruce Dis: the Sortes following, were bought roughor brute at Lixborne, 


Sk 


Of 10 peecestoa Carrat=1o000 reis—or © 12 6 the Carrat. 


Of'9 to a Carrat I200 Iti——0O 15 0 
Of $toa Carrat ———>———1 4oo reis 0176 
Of 7 toa Carrat —— [1609 TrCis -% 0-0 
Of 6 toa Carrat 1800 reis—-1 2 6 
Of 5 toa Carrat ——(-2000 rei———1 5 0 
Of 4 toa Carrat— ———2400 rei——1 10 © 
Of 3 toa Carrat 3200 IeiS——2 © 9 


Of 2 roa Carrat 


—4000 Icl——2 10 0 
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Of one Catrat nayfe———+6000 reis—-3 1.5 0 
Of one Carrat flat ſtones+5000rcts—47 226, 


Thecutting of ther was roand 12 f for:cuerie Catrat itt thoſe 
daics- - tot | {197 


the weight of them within it ſelfe,andthen by theprice of one Car- 
rat toyalue the ſame,as in the margent appeareth by the ſaid rule,af- 
ter 25 ® the Carrat. | if | 


Rubies are found for the moſt part ina riuer called Peg, being of 
the beſt kind and fineſt, and are called Nuncwplo, of a high colour pounds. 
withoutany. ſpots,and cleane, alſo the hardeft and coldeſt ypon the Rubies. 


tongue as the Indians ſay. 1 7 

They are ſold by the Corcia or ſcore, of: 20 peeces, by a weight 
called Fanan.The Rubie of one Fanan for 10 Pardaos or: Diicatts,is 
50 ſter.If they benor perfe,the price muſt beconfidered;as in the 


Iſland of Zeilan,where greatquantities are found of a fleſhie colour, 


eſteemed bur; in value, called by the the Indians Manecas,whichbe- 
ing mundified by the fire are made Carbuncles. 


and by them Cargþas,cſteemed at half the value of Rubies. And inthe 


like eſtimation were another kind found- in Balaſſia and- fo called; Balaflia. 


much like ynto the icolourok; a role. -- 


There is a: rule for cut Diamonds aboue 5 Carrat, To mulriplie A Diamond lf 
10 Carrars 

” —= 102 

which is 100g 

ſo at 35 pound 

- a Carrar, is 

worth 2500 


"145  Catbundles, 
There is alſo found in Pegu,another kind called Spinella with vs, $pinella. 


Saphires in the Tſland of Zeilan, the hardeſt are beſt; andof azure Saphiers, 


colour, | 


Topaſles in the ſame I land, of colour like beaten gold, the hatdeſt Topaſes: 


are beſt,and were ſold for their weight in gold in times paſt. 


Turqueſes found in Malabar, being of Turquers colour by the Turquelaic- | 


day time, and by night by:ehe-light greene : they grow vpon a 
blacke ſtone , whereof thoſe retaining fome. little blacke''veines, 
are the better. ; , v2 Þ "el 


. Tacinths (inthe Iſland of Zeilan) are tender yellow ſtones , and nnhs 


'haue commonly pimples or burbles in them. | 


Emeralds or Smaragds(being hardand ome ſtones,fqund in the emeralds. 


countric of Babylon, and other places of. India) were of great eſti- 
mation before-rhe quantitie diſtouered: inthe Weſt-Indies, many 
of; them are counterfeit : [But.by looking-on them: curiouſly to- 
wards the light; the counterfeitneſſe appeareth by. certaine bur- 
bles;-:like as the-glaſſe doth; which is not in the-true ſtones,  al- 
though:certainc bcames appeare; which trie ſtones beirig rubbed 
on-the touchſtone,..leane the: colour: of gold; and the:counterfeir 
the colour of copper;for they: are made of ah extraction of copper; 


The auncient. Phyloſophers haue determined that'Sulphur and Originall 
Mercurie (being the originalls'of all mettals) are engendered | of Ronen 


vapours and exhalations, and the like origen they afcribe ynto all 
Precious Stones :' which cauſed'Artiſtsto take the ſame'intotheir 
Fonſtderation both for the ſaid Stones,as alſo for Gold and Siluer, 

; H 3 whereof 


of;; 
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- - come from the 


. Of 8 Carrats-70 & 80 


whereof I do intreat-more in the Chapter of Mines Royall &c. 

All theſe ſtones being out of requeſt with vs, are to be bought 
for Ruſſia and other places,as the buyer findeth cauſe. 

Pearles of all ſorts aremoſt found in the Weſt-Indies, which are 
Occidentall, and yet beare the name of Orientall Pearles which 
-Indies,and although they haue more luſtre, they 
are of a browniſh colopr,and ſomewhat inclining to the yellow, and 
therefore of leſſecſtimationand <——_— at the beginning of our 
Eaſt-Indiatrade was as followeth. 


| P.s.d. 
Of one Carrat-—1 5; Pardaos is— o 7 6 Sterling. 


Of x < Carrat——3 Par. — © I5 © 
Of 2 Carrats-—6 Par.-—— 1100 Aliofar, which is 
Of 2 ; Carrats—8 ——— 2 o o ſmall Pearleſoldby 
Of ; Carrats——1 2 — 3 © © the Juera, or Sorts 
Of 3 + Carrats—16 ——,4 © o  whichcdnmethfrs 
Of 4 Carrats—20 $5 © © the fiſhing of Co- 
Of 4 ; Carrats—2 5- .6 5 © morin,worth 
Of 5 Carrats—z0———  ——7'10 0 

' Of 5 3 Carrats—3 5——————:8-15-0 + Ther Iuera 330 reis 
Of 6 Catrats—40—————10 © o- The ſecond—180 
Of 6: Carrats—4 5 II 5 © _ Thethird———80 
Of 7 Carrats—50 ——12 100 Thefourth-——18 
Of 7 ; Carratts—60——— —-—15 0 o Thefifth————8 


And abouethis weight there is no proportion obſerued, but it is 
meere eſtimation, as 1snoted in Diamonds, eſpecially in the Weſt- 
India Pearles, being of a clearer white water inclining towards 


: blew, whereof Iboughtagreat quantitie of fir Francs Drake knight, 


which he brought from Carthagena, a citie of the Iſland of Santo 


.. Domingo,being all vaholedand brute,of ſeuerall ſorts,called Roftillo 


of 45 {the ounce, halfe Roſtzlloof 30 &, Cadenilla of 4 ® the ounce, 
halfe Cadenilla 3 ®, Pedraria of 60 & 8o peeces in the ounce 7 @,and 
halfe Pedrariaof 190 to 110 peecces inthe ounce 5. Alſogreatyn- 
proportionated Pearles called Barecos , according to eſtimation and. 
— as theſe prices were made art Paris, and when they are 

oledor boared and ſtringed vp. in foure ſorts, called Extrenero,' and 
put into boxes , then they are ſold one with another according to 
their ſorts,for 4 or 5 ® the ounce : diuers flat Pearles ſeruing for 


» * RoundPeatle buttons,putvpon papers are ſold by thepeece according to their big- 
neſſe and faireneſle. Seed Pearle toſtampe for A pkomeie at $ _ 
10 f the ounce. 
. RoundPearles of all ſorts of this water, valued at Paris as fol- 
loweth. | ' 


'Of 


—__— 
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Of * a Graine 2 Solz tornois 2 d } ſtar. Of 3 5 Graines—50 ſolz—5 
Of ! Graines '24 ———2d+ Of; ; Graines-!60-——6 
Of -r Graine ' 4--————4d* Of 35 Graines+—70. -—7 
Of-'1 & Graine 6--————7d; ' Of4 Gr. Carrat—80+--8 
Of 1 Graine 10--—12 d Of 4 ; Graines-—g0-—-g 
Of 1 © Graine 13 is—--—15d; Of 4; Graines—100=-10 


Of 2 Graines 16--—19d; ' Of: 5: Graines—1 20-—12 
Of 2 + Graines 18-- -21d) Of 6 Graines—-240 —=-24 
Of 2+ Graines 30--— —35 Of'7 Graines-—460=-46 


Of 3  Graines 40 ——<——4#f _ 'Of 8 Gr.is 2 Carrats—60 


Pearles of a Carratt are worth now ten ſhillings, and the; other: 
ſorts vnder the ſame, or aboue it,accordingly. I had: 1600-df a Car- 
ratt, which were ſold for 9 # and 900 of two Carrats;ſ0ld:for-'36 
ſhillings, and many faire pendants,whereof no price can,bemadein 
certaintie, they muſt haue the due proportion of a Peare and beof 
excellent water, | ENS 

Yellow Pearle , is not worth halfe the price of the Eaſt India 
browne Pearle, albeit they be a little helped ro make them: whiter, 
for the Prouerb is true, Q#od natura dedit , nemo tollere poteſt ;, but it 
they be yellow accidentally , then they will become very faire by 
the remedie following. ettvt; 

" Take two ounces of white Argall or Tartar, arid one-ounce of 
Mercurie ſublimate, and 1+ ounce of Allome, put them together 
intoacleane pipkin or leaded pot, poure vpon it the beſt LYquavite 
you can get,and bind your pearles into acleaneclout,and hang them 
in the por,and ſo let them ſtand ouer the fire one houre, not touching 
any part of the pot,and they will be faire and white. '2 

If they begreat round Pearles they may be ſcaled, fornaturally the 
Pearle is like vnto an Onyon, ſcaling one vpon another. Irremember 
that a friend of my. acquaintance , called Mounſievr Hellman told 
mee many yeares ſince, that during the minoritie of. Philip the third, 
late King of Spaine, he ſhewed vnto him two excellent great round 
Pearles,which he valued at tenthouſand ducarts, or-three-thouſand 


pounds: which the young Prince tooke in his agg cw tl | 
OS: 


on Roy ( A morſell for a King) and ſwallowed them downe.onea 
another. The Merchant made account to receiue money: for. his 
Pearles, but hee could not, and was glad within two dayes after to 
take his Pearles againe, which by the heat of theſtomacke were be- 
come yellow ; comming to Antuerp, a certaine>Iew yndertooke to 
take off the ypper ſcale, and ſo they were excecding faire againe, bur 
diminiſhed : they were afterwards ſold tothe great Turke foraboue 
two thouſand pounds ſtarling. 

Thus much for Orientall and Occidentall Pearles, where note 
that the weight for Pearles in Seuill, is leſſer 'thanthe weight of 


Lisborne by cight in the hundreth: the climate inthe Eaſt is hotrer 
| than 
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England. 


Scotland, 


Ireland. 


than inthe Weſt, and the water more faltiſh, which cauſeth the di- 
ucrlitie of colours. | 34; JO 
In Scotland are: many times found prettie ſtore of Pearles ,and 
the climate being colder , maketh the colour of them to be dimme, 
albeit I haue:ſeene ſome very faire,and pendants alſo. The ſniall 
Pearle is alſo very. wholeſome in medicinable Potions. 


Of the Commodities of Great Brittaine. 


k Commoditics of Great Brittaine,containingthe Kingdomes 
of Englandand Scotland and the dominion of Wales, are rich, 
atd Staple wares , and very aboundant, with a continuall increaſe, 
namelp$2 1c 72 1 | 

Wooten Clothes of all ſorts, broad and narrow , long and ſhort, 
calledatidknowne by the names of ſcuerall Shires, being 250 thou- 
fand Clothes made yearely , beſides the new Draperies of Perpe- 
tuanaes, and the like commodities. 

Tinne, wrought and vnwrought,aboue twelue hundreth thouſand 
pounds yearely. 
Leadtranſported and vſcd, aboue cight thouſand Fodders euerie 
care. Y INNK 
# Allomes made in aboundance, aboue ſcuen hundreth Tunnes. 
yearely, ' : 

Corpany made according to the quantitie vſed,ſome 2 50 Tunnes 
yearely, ' 

Yron'of all ſorts, ſetting $00 Furnaces on worke. 

Yron Ordnance,or caſt Pieces, according to occaſion made. 

Wools and'Woolfels, and Calfe skinnes in great quantitie, and 
Conie skins. 

Stockins of all forts of Silke, Wooll , and Yarnſey, Yearneand 
Woolls. 

Buffins, Mocadoes , Grograines, Sattins, Calamancos, Veluets, 
Worſteds, Sarges, Fuſtians, Durance, Tukes, andall other Norwich 
wares and Stuffes. 

'Saffroti the beſt that can be found inany countrey. 

Glaſſeand Glafſes of all ſorts, Venice gold, Sea-coale, and Salt. 
- Scotſ-coale, Wheat , Barley, and-all kind of graines in both 
Kingdomes. 

Linnen Cloth, andall Ironmongers wares, Hides, Tallow, Lea- 
ther, dreſt and vndreſt, Trayne Oyle, Salmons, Pilchards, Herrings, 


| Hake, Conger, Red-Herring, Hops, Woad, Butter, Cheeſe, Beere, 


Salt-peterand Gun-powder, Honny and Wax, Alablaſter, and many 
other Stones. | 


' The Commodities of the Kingdomeof Ireland, are 


V Yoo, Felles, Yarne, Furres, Flax, Linnen Cloth, Hides, 
Talloy, Hempe, Honny, Wax, Herring, Cods, — 
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Salmonds, Eeles, Ruggs, Mantles, Iriſh Cloth,Pipeſtaues,Yron,and 
Lead, Wheat, and all kind of graine, Salt-beefe, Butter and Cheeſe, 
and many Manufactures. 


The Commodities of the Kingdome of France, are 


W's Prunes, Canuas, Linnen cloth, Salt, Veluets, Raw filke, France, 
and diuers ſtuffes of Silke , Buckrames, Boxes with Combes, 

Paper, playing Cards, Glaſſe, Graine to dye, Rozen, Wheat, 

and all kind of Graine corne, 


The Commodities of Spaine and Portugall, are 


VV 9b, Madera Sugar, Almonds,Wines,Oyles, Anny-ſeeds, Spaine and 
Anchoues, Bay-berries, Bariglia,Figs,Raiſons, Traine-oyle, Portmgal, 
Yron,Oranges, Leamons, Sumacke,Saffron,Soape, Coriander, Cork, 

Licoras, Woad, and the commodities of the Welt Indies, Sugar of 

Brazill, Fernandebucke Wood, Tabacco, and other commodities. 


The Commodities of Italy, and certaine 1lands, 


VEnice Gold, Veluets, Sattines, Cipres, Silkes, Cloth of Gold Nah. 
and Siluer,Cottones, Fuſtians, Wines, Currans, Cloues, Raſhes, 
Rice, Sarcenets, Raw Silke, Allomes, and Vitrioll , Glaſles, and 
other ManufaQtures. 


The Commodities of Germany and places adioyning. 


VvW Oolles, Argall, Steele, Latine, Copper, ron, andall kind of Germayy. 
” Y ManufaQture made of them : Copperas, Allomes, Lead, Fu- 

ſtians, Paper, Linnen cloth , Quick-ſiluer, Bell-mettall, Tinne, Re- 

niſh Wines, and Mather. 


The Commoiities of Eaſi-land, and thereabouts, 


Shes, Bowſtaues , Cables, Canuas, Buffe-hides, Flaxe, Hempe, Eaſtland. - 
Honny , Wax, Stock-fiſh, Spruce Yron, Match, Wheat, Rye 

Meale, Woolles, Waynſcott, Pitch and Tarre , and Linnen cloth, 

Cordage and Ropes, | 


The Commodities of Denmarke, and Norway, and Sweaden. 
Vier, Rye, Woolles, Deales, Clap-boord, Pipe-ſtaues, Denmarke, 
Mafts, Waynſcot, Copper, Timber , Fiſh and Furres, Al- Norway & 
lomes in ſome places, Sweadrn, 


The [) 
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The Commodities of Ruſ1a. 


Ruſsia, T Allow, Hides, Caueare,aboundance of rich Furres, Blacke Fox, 
Martins, Sables, and the like : Honny, Wax, Cables, Ropes and 
Cordage. 


The Commodities of Barbary. 
(3 Skinnes, Almonds, Dates, Aneale, Gumme, Feathers, Salt- 


eter, Gold plentifully : and from Guynea, Hides, Oliphant 
teeth, and Graine, 


Barbary. 


The Commodities of the Low Countries. 


Low Coun- T fpeftrie, Battery worke, Steele, Cambrickes, Lawnes,Hoppes, 
tries. = Mather, Butter,Cheeſe, Grograines, Bozatocs, Chamblets, Mo- 
cadoes, Bruſhes, Tape,Linnen cloth, Pots, Bottles, Wheat,Rye,Salt, 
Chimney backes, Blades, Horſes, Soape, Fiſh, Herrings, Cods, Ling, 
and many things,as Diaper, Smalt, Hoopes of Yron, 


The Commodities of the We#t Indies. 


ÞRom the Low Countrie beginning the Weſt India Trade, let vs 
ſet downe the commodities of it,ſeeing that the States of the vni- 
ted Prouinces haue made lately a Societie of Merchants , bearing - 
date theninth of Tune 162 1, wherein other Nations may be aduen- 
rors,as by theirletters Pattents appeareth;prohibiting all other their 
ſubic&s or- inhabitants, that they ſhall not trade from the ſaid coun- 
Letters Par- tries,nor out or from any other kingdome and countrie whatſoeuer, 
remrs forthe ynto the coaſts and countries of Africa, from Tropicus Cancri,along 
a . . . . 
Trade bythe tothe cape of Bona Speranza, neither in the countries of America, 
Suates,&& from the South end of Magellanes le Mary,and other ſtraits, to the 
ſtraits of Anianon euery ſide, Noua Guinca included,vpon forfeiture 
of the ſhips and goods andall theirpoſſeſſions, within their iuriſdifti- 
on and command, and arreſts of their perſons , vnleſſe they be of the 
faid Company made and eſtabliſhed forthe Weſt India Trade.' 
Goldand Siluer, Cucheneale, Sugars, rich Indico, Donnigo Gin- 
ger, Pearles,Emeraulds,Hydes, Campeche or Logwood Salfeparills, 


Tabacco, Canafiſtula,Cocos-wood, Lignum vit#, Cottonwooll, Salt, 
and ſome other druggs for Phyſicke or dying of Stuffes. And this 
may ſuffice for a declaration of the reincipall 

countries, 


commodities of moſt 
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Caae, VIII. 
Of Commutation or Bartring of Commodities. 


2E haue compared Commodities ynto the bodie of 
f trafficke, which did vphold the world by com- 
mutation and Bartring of Commodites before 
money was deuiſed to be coined, whereof weare 
now tointreate, For commutration, ' barter, or 
45 FAY. NAT \ trucke of Commodities was firſt effeed in fecie, 
d CVE SY by delivering one Commoditie for another ac- 
cording tothe commodious and behoofull vſe of man ; ſo that one 
did deliuerſo many meaſures of Corne for ſomany meaſures of Salt, 
as was agreed vpon; another ſo many pound of Wooll againſt ſo 
many pound of Pepper, Sugar, or other commodities ; an other ſo 
many peeces of ſucha commodity for ſucha commodity; or ſo many 
Hides for one barre of Yron, or ſo many peeces of Siluer vncoy- 
ned, but weighed and exchanged ras yet 15 'vied in ſome places of 
America, Barbarie and Guynea, and other countries. This may be 
properly called an exchange of commodities,or rathera permutation 
of commodities; albeit the Ciuilians,when there is ſcarcitie of Gold 
and Siluer in a countrie, and when the commodities in value ſur- 
mount the money paied for them, they do call that a permutation, 
and denie the ſame to be an emption by their diſtintions,howſocuer, 
this manner of commutation or barter was made by number,weight 
and meaſure of commodities in kind : but moneys being inuented 
and valued by the publicke authoritie of princes according to their 
ſeuerall ſtampes or coyne, and by common conſent made Pablics 
Menſura, or the publicke meaſure to ſet a price vpon euerie thing. 
This commutation,barter,or exchange of commodities for commo- 
dities,was,and is (fince thattime) made according tothe rule of mo- 
ney,whereby eueric man ſetting a price vnto his commoditie, doth 
ſell and barter the ſame as he can, with a reſpeof the neceſſarie vie 
or requeſt had of the commoditie, and of the qualitie and good- 
neſſeof the ſame, being either corruptible commodities, or ſtaple 
wares more durable, whereby all metrals and minerals came into 
greater eſtimation, and the pureſt was moſt valued and eſteemed, 
cue in the verie trafficke by commutation when moneys were not 
coyned, 
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coyned, and commodities were diſperſed by commerce betweene 
nations by an interchangeable courſe, ſupplying each others occatt- 
ons and neceſſities, according tothe vie of commodities. 

---This commutation is called -Xegwiativa, becauſe things arc com- 
muted fot to'fell againeby way of negotiation, which'its cither by 
ſelling or detivering commodities for commodities in ſecie,as afore- 
ſaid;or by the rule of money in buying and {clling theſameart aprice 
agreedor concluded vpon betwene theparties contracting for the 
ſame : In the eſtimation whereof we are to hauc a due conſideration, 
Thar riches being naturall andartificiall, and both valued by money, 
there is required a certaine equalitie in the {aid cſtimation, procee- 
ding of the conſideration betwcene this naturall and artificiall ri- 
ches. 

.Andas there are three temporall things for the behoofe of man, 
namely Fobd,Houſes,and Apparel: ſo muſt we account all the things 
ſeruing theteunto accordingly, and the ſcarcitie or plentie of thoſe 
things alſoaccording to the vic of them ; hauing alwaiesa regard 
and care not topay'too much for the things m_y for the bellie,(el- 

ially ſuchasin ſome ſort may be ſpared or forborne) and nor to 
{ell roo goodcheape thethings ſeruing for the backe, or in effect to 
barter them for ſuperfluous things, alwaies admitting ciuilitie(which 
albeit that men accountthat ciuile; which is according to the man- 
nerof cuerie countrieas the prouerbe is,countries faſhion,countries 
Honour :)/yer reaſon muſt ruleherein, with a due conſideration of 

Gods good creatures and gifts, which cannot be done without.an 
vnfatigableinduftrie; bothin diſcerning the varictic of them,and in 
obſcruing their infinit'number andpure creation , in which regard 
previous things hauetheir eſtimarion, ſo that the ſame ciuilitic muſt 
be reducedtothe good of the common-wealth, and for the yphold- 
ing of the ſame, liuing-togerher in chriſtian ſocictie, giuing ſo farre 
place vnto reaſon, that euerie man may endcauour himſelte for the 
preſeruation of the wealepublike,and concciue generally,that other 
nations (not indued with ſo much reaſon) arc alwaies inferiour vnto 
vs in that regard, euers conſidering all menalikeinan eſtate of poli- 
ticke gouernment. Who ſceth not then that withour any cauſe ofad- 
miration, ſome men doe wonder at the fimplicitie of Braſfilians', 
Welt-India,and other nations , as they of Barbarie, or Africa, in 
giuing the good commodities of their countries, yea Gold, Siluer, 
and pretious ings, for Beades, Bels, Kniues, Looking-Glaſſes,and 
ſuch toyes aM trifles © when wee our ſelues committhe ſame,in gi- 
ving our ſtaple wares for Tobacco, Orenges, and other corruptible 
{moaking things,or ſuperfluous commodities bought art deere rates, 
to the loſſe of the common-wealth : whereby commeth an ouer-bal- 
lancing of forcine commodities with our home commodities,which 
drawethaaway.our treaſure and readie moneys to the incredible loſſe 
and impoueriſhing of the realme. 

This conimutation negotiatina ought to be the ftudie of Polititians 
or 
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or States-men, as a principall- matter of State for the preſeruation 
and avgmentation of the wealth of their Common-weales or Mo» 
narchies, where they fit ro dire& the ſhip:oF trafficke; 25 Skilfall 
Pilots obſeruing all accidents which happen to-the theve efſenribl1 
parts of trade and. commerce alreadie declared, and tobeamplihed 
in our deſcription of this cuſtomarie Law of Merchants.” 1! 
This Studie confiſteth in two points, namely in the conſideration 
of the value of the things commured or-bartered berweenecoun- 
trie and countrie,according to their vie ; andinthe charges'of mani 
fare of thoſe things, wn, the manufaQureof other thinssexchan- 
ged forthe ſame by way of trafficke and commerce. 4901 


F 


Worthie of commendation was the Maiot of Carmitthen towne The due com- 


in Wales,who(perceiuing the [Spaniards to'import Oranges and Le» 


mendartion of 
the Major of 


mons, and to ſell them continually for readitmoney, 'and toexport Carmarthen. 


the ſame without buying any of their countrie commodities being 
Staple wares, and theirs verie cofruptible and many timeshalfe ror- 
ten)cauſed a proclamation robe made, Thatno man(for the fpace of 
threedaies)ſhould buy any of thage Oranges and Lemons: and with- 
in that time they wereall ſpoiled, and ſo the Spaniard wenthome by 
weeping crofſe,and afterwards ſold his Oranges better-cheape,and 
bought commodities for his returne. -- 1 #7 Os Ht 
Touching the price of manufactures, the labour and charges of 
workemen is to be conſidered on either fide, and what the commo- 
ditic may be in the —_—__ vſe thereof, and to'what purpoſe or 
profit the remainder may be imployed. As for example, If ſilke 
Lace be imported, after the wearing it is nothing worth: Tf Ve- 
nice Gold and Siluer.be imported, there will remaine'#bout the 
one halfe in Siluer, albeit the ſamebe ſold deere vntovs; which 
is verie tollerable, if other of our manufaQures, or 'Clqth,be ex- 
ported for the ſame, whereby the people are ſet on worke to main- 


taine a common fſocietie . But ayvhen Tabacco is imported, and Hinderances 
leaueth nothing bur ſmoake, which is not onely bought' at deere PIdbae - 


rates, and doth hinder importation of Bullion orRyals of Plate; 
but is alſo the cauſe/that 'our home commodities,as' Cloth, Bayes, 
Perpetnanoes, and-Sayes, are ſold to lofſe by the buyers' of” Ta 
| bacco; which cauſeth the price'of our commodities robe abated, 
and the realme to looſe aboue fortie thouſand pounds: yearely by 
this negotiation of barter : Stares-men therefore might in this par- 
ticular,take ſome'courſe that euerie man ſhould not make employ- 
ment in Tabacco in Spaine, or beyond the ſeas, but thar the li- 
cenſed buyers thereof ſhould make over ſo much 'money by ex- 
change as were needfull for a competent quantitie, to'be proued 
by good and true certificate thar* the ſame hath beene Seformet 
accordingly. ER MISS 
On the other ſide if Venice Goldand Siluer thred, Spangles,and 
Oes, ſhall be thought conuenient tobe made in England; then (to 
procure the Siluer in plates cut or yncut to be broughtouer of the 
I ſterling 
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ſterling Standard, or ſo-much in Bullion as may make the quantirie 
required), may be thought expedient, if (in_regard of ciuilerepura- 
tion of Os we will not prohibit the importationof itby 
cdurſe of Boi 15 et | v | 
Bur conſidering that: after wearing the ſame with reputation, ic 
leaueth almoſt the one halfe of his value. There is nopregnant cauſe 
to find ſo much fault with-it,as ſome men do. The like conſideration 
isto be had for ſuch-manufaRures, whereof the verie peeces or rags 
maybe vſedto ſome purpoſe, as of Linnento make white paper, of 
fiſhers nets to make browne'paper,of skins to make glew, of beere 
leeze to make Aqua we and the like. 
And here we may not omit how Almightic God by his diuine pro- 
uidence ruleth many times this negotiating commutation, when the 
harueſt of Corne faileth in one countrie,and is proſperous in another 
countrie,whereby this trade of barter by the rule of Mony,doth ve- 
rie muchaugment, andthe price of Corne becommeth to be much 
deerer : Albeit theprice be reaſonable,confidering the Fermer may 
by the cheapnes thereof be made ypable to pay his rent. And God, 
whodorh cuerie thing for the beſt} ſheweth vato vs how onenation 
may haue needand occaſiontovſethehelpand meanes of other nati- 
ons,and which is moreadmirable tobe noted, God inthe permitting 
of it, may haue ſome other work in hand to manifeſt his glorie,or ro 
relicue his children by vnexpected meancs ; As rhe ſending of the 
children of 1acob into Aigypt for the want of Corne to maintaine 
themſclues, doth demonſtrate vnto vs. The like may be applyed for 
Wines,Salt,andother commodities for the ſuſtenance of man,which 
(although they becorruptible commodities) may, contrarie to our 
formeraſſertion(by this accidentall or caſuall extremitie) be prefer- 
red in eſtimation of the Staple commodities, whichare durable,and 
becomevalucedonly by Gold & Siluer,which is the cauſe that Spaine 
and Portugall being ſubie& to haugdearth of Corne, dopermit the 
exportation of Siluer and Gold in returne of the proucnue of irand 
' other victuals,whereby we find that thoſe countries,by reaſon of the 
Weſt-Indian treaſure, being from time totime anides with Siluer 
and Gold coine,areneuertheleſſe moſt deſtitute of the ſame, bartring 
as it were in effect, their Siluer afid Gold for Corne and other proui- 
ſions ; ear pſi countries ſtored with meere copper Moneys. 


This treaſure paſſeth from them as if it were conueycd by a channel: 
and(becauſe of the aboundance of their ſaid Copper moneys)is not 
ſo ſenſible ynto them, as it is vnto other countries which haue not the 
vie of thelike Copper moneys, which is diuers waies to be confide- 
red,eſpecially in the time of wars, when moneys are called tobe the 
ſinewes thereof,or Nerwi Bellorum, which by meere Copper moneys 
canneuer be ynderſtood,howſoeuer neceſſarie (in ſome meaſure) for 
the communation of pettie bargaines and contracts, whereof more 
hereafter in handling the matter of Moneys. 
To make application of this negotiating comutation in the price of 
commodities, 
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Commodities, it is to bee prooued by diuers ancient Merchants 
bookes , that within the age of a man, or ſeuentie yeares , the price 
of forraine Commodities with vs is farre more riſen than the price 
of our home Commodities ; which by way of Antithefis is worthy 
the obſeruation. 
Redding colour, and other mingled colour Clothes,did coſt g # 
the Cloth then, when Blacke Veluets were ſoldat 1 o ſhillings the 
eard, and now the faid ſort of Clothes are ſold but for 1x ® and 

12 ® the Cloth, and Veluets at 26 ſhillings the yeard, 

Packe Clothes white, at fiftie pound the packe of tenhe pieces, 
Cramoſin Veluetsat 1 ſhillings the yeard. And now Packe Clothes 
of the ſame marke,at ninetie pound, and a hundreth pound, and Cra- 
moſin Velters at thirtie ſhillings the yeard. | 

Wooll the Todd of 28 ® weight at 1 2 ſhillings, Blacke Satine at 
5 ſhillings the yeard ; Woollnow aboue 20 ſhillings,or thereabouts, 
and Satine 1 5 ſhillings. | 

Calfe skins the dozen 5 /#; Fuſtians the Balc of 4© £ pieces,at 12 ® 
the Bale ; Calfe skins now at 1 o and Fuſtians 36 pounds, and Mil- 
laine Fuſtiansat 18 and 20 ſhillings the piece,now at z ® and aboue. 

Sayesof Norwich,at 20 { the pieceand ypwards: Meflina filke 8 & 


the pound; Sayes arc about 40 {, and Meffina and the like filkeaboue Foraine wares 
twentie fix ſhillings, Northerne Carſeyes then 18 &#, Spaniſh ziſeo,z wo, x 


Soape 20 , now 50 , and Carſeyes 22 f. Seuill Oyle, tha, Tunne 
12 ®, now 35 ®,and many times aboue fortie pound, 

French Wine at 5 ® the Tunne, now 20 ®,or thereabouts : Long 
Proines 5 &,now 15 and 16 {; Sugar 6 pence the pound, now 14 
and 16 pence. 

Malmeſeyes 5 ® the Butt,now 18 ® and 20 ®,Cotton Wool 4d. 
now 1 5 d.and diuers other commodities accordingly.So that an an- 
gel would haue bought one yeard of Veluets , now three Angels or 

ieces of gold can be exported for the ſame. Ten Angels would haue 
ughta Tin of Clarct Wine in England , which 1s now ſold for 
aboue twentie pound, and twentie foure pound. 

Beſides that, our Cloth is better made than in thoſe dayes,albeir 
not ſo good as it mightbe made , vjuall and wages are deerer,and 
Woad, Mather,Oyle,and colours are extreamely riſen. 

A Merchant might haue ſent or carried with him one packe 
of Clothes, white, broad, or narrow liſts, and brought in returne 
one Cheſt containing nine or tenne pieces of Veluets : whereas 
now he cannot bring aboue three or foure pieces in returnethereof. 
For a Redding Cloth ſold beyond the Seas, hee might haue re- 
turned one Bale of Fuſtians ; whereas now for the value of one 
Bale of Fuſtians ſold in England , a Merchant muſt buy and export 
three Clothes. | 

A London mingled colour cloth, would hane bought at Lisborne 
two cheſts of Sugar ; now one cheſt of - Sugar will draw two 
Clothes out of the Realme : So a Kentiſh Cloth would haue 

I-2 bought 
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bought at Seuill a Tunne of Oyle and more ; now one Tunne of 
Oyle doth counteruaile three Clothes and more, and other com- 
modities accordingly , giuing (as it were). three to one ſerie tor 
foraine commodities. | 
Commutation Compare this commutation to the monyes inhaunced in the Low 
is compared (Countries, Germany, France,and ſome other Countries(which is the 
vnro monyes [mmoyg” 2 . 
in kind. ſame money till in = for weight and fineneſle, and onely the va- 
| luation is altered) and you ſhall find that within the ſaid time of ſe- 
uentie yeares, an gel worth ten s. then, is now aboue twentie ſhil- 
lings ; a French Crowne fix ſhillings, now twelue ſhillings ſix pence, 
and all other coynes accordingly, or thereabouts : whereas in Eng- 
land there is no momentarie alteration of the monyes , as heereafter 
ſhall be made more apparant. And the like conſideration will alſo 
bee had concerning the Exchanges of monyes by Billes of Ex- 
changes. | 4 
Some men are of opinion, that ſelling our home commodities 
good cheape,, maketh a lively trade, augmenteth commerce, and 
maintaineth all the dependances thereupon, by ſetting the peo- 
ple on worke , imploying Ships , and augmenting the Kings Cu- 
ſtomes and Impoſitions : But they neuer conſider two principall 
points whereby the wealth of Kingdomes and Common-weales in- 
creaſeth or decreafeth, namely : h 
Inconnenien- *If colamodities imported vnto vs , bee dearer than in times paſt, 
cexroſellcoms 25 we hauenored, and our home commodities are not ſold, propor- 
fe.” tionably in price, but wee will indeauour ſtill to ſell good cheape : 
who ſeeth not that this bringeth an cuident overballencing of com- 
mocities in price, which is to be ballanced by the treaſure and mo- 
nyes of the Realme ? | 
Againe,if our home commodities be ſold too good cheape, other 
nations can make a trade thereby for other countries, and overthrow 
the trades of ſeuerall Societies of the Realme. We haue ſeenc in 
times paſt, thatithe Weſterne colour Carſeyes were ſold at Noren- 
borough in Germany , tothe great lofſe and hindrance of the then 
Turkietrade ; and at this preſent our Suffolke clothes are ſold ſo 
good cheape beyond the Seas, at Amſterdam and other places, that 
they haue made a large trade for Ruſſia and Eaſt-land with our 
home commodities,and thereby ouerthrowne our'trade by preoccu- 
pying the Markets, and ingrofſing the commodities of thoſe coun- 
tries aforchand. From Zealand there is a trade eſtabliſhed for Barba- 
rie, with the {aid clothes ſold vnto them, thereby preucnting the 
trade of Engliſh Merchants , which yeeldeth them bur little profit, 
and the commodities which they bring in returne (as Hydes, Al- 
monds and other things) are better vented beyond the Seas , where 
our Merchants are forced to tranſport them , and the gold which 
Therimes and they bring affoordeth but little profit , ſo that to make commerce to 
ſeaſons of . be a paſtime, js neither beneficiall to-the Common-wealth, nor to 
able. particular perſons. The times or ſeaſons of Traffickeand Trade = 
| mutable 
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mutable and ſubie& to accidents, which is the cauſe thatar ſome one 
time, commodities are well ventedand at another timenot ; the raſh 
fale is not the profitableſt. Haue not wee found of late yeares, that 
cloth was ſold in greater quantitie, and at greater prices, when the 
Todd of Wooll was ſoldat 32 and 33 ſhillings, and clothes accor- 
dingly, thannow when-Wooll is ſold for 18 and 20 ſhillings ? The 
reuolution of things may alter againe and reuiuetrade if not,pro- 
cure you tohaue foraine commodities better cheape , whereof you 
haucnot ſo much need, as they haue of ours. Striue not tovnderſell 
others to the hurt of the Common-wealth,vnder colour to increaſe 


trade : for trade doth not increaſe when commodities are good Couſesineres- 
cheape, becauſe the cheapeneſle proceedeth of the ſmall requeſt and {ng wade and 


ſcarſitie of money,which maketh things cheape : So that the contra- 
rie augmenteth trade, when there is plentic of money,and commo- 


ditics becomedearer being in requeſt, 
Concerning the particular barter or truck with Merchants,euery 


man doth know who dealeth therein,that this is done with ſuch dex- Particular 


teritie, to take aduantage in the price of their comodities one again 
the other, that commonly either the one or the other findeth himſelf 
agreeued : For the ouerreaching therein, is accounted an vſuall and 
ordinarie practiſe, and the commodities thus bartered are plenrifull, 
and not in requeſt ; whereby it commeth to paſſe, that ta haue good 
commodities (which are vendiblear all times) there ispart giuen in 
readie money,or in Billes payableat ſhort dayes of payment,where- 
by many Merchants are ouerreached , and can haue no remedie by 
law nor equitie. Hence the Prouerbe is deriued, Caueat Empior , 
foritisa buying and ſelling , implying an aduantage intended by 
both parties, howſocuer they wil ſeeme to colour the matter.Sothar 
the Prouerbe is not to be vnderſtood,vpon all bargaines of commo- 
dities whereby a man becommeth a loſer ; and he that dealethin bar- 
ter muſtbe very circumſpect, and the money giuen in barter cannot 
be ouerſet : Whereupon a principall Merchant of London, made 
once a barter, in hope to ouerreach another Merchant,and they both 
being reſolued todoetheir beſt indeanour therein, agreed to eſteeme 


t barrers. 


and yalue their commodities at a high rate ': but withall the great A cunniog 
Merchant, would haue the one moitte ( of the ſomme they ſhould v=mwarion, 


barter for ) in readie money, and ſothe more hee did ouerualue his 
commoditie (which was cloth ) the more money was the other to 
lay out. The bargaine came to one thouſand pounds ſtarling,where- 
upon the partie payed fiue hundreth pounds in readie mony inſtantly 
(forall was done in two houres : )anddeliuered him alſo fortic halfe 
pieces of Lawnes, ata certaine price the firſt piece, and in cuery two 
or three pieces raiſing the price, as the manner is in that kind of cotn- 
moditie. The great Merchant had ouerſet his commoditic or clothes 
fiftie vpon the hundreth, and the other Merchant (that couldnor 
ouerſet his money ) had valued his Lawnes at a very high rate of 
three for one at the leaſt. For all the ſaid fortic halfe pieces of Lawnes 
I 3 were 
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were ſold for 120 ® payableat two yeares day of payment, and by 
the cloth there was not loſt aboue one hundreth pounds. Hereupon 
long after the ſaid parties fell at variance,the cauſe was by them com- 
promitted vnto verie ſufficient arbitrators, Merchants, and they did 
approoue and confirme the ſaid Commuration and Barter to bee 
good, for that the commoditic was Merchantable, and they had en- 
deauouredto trie their wits to oucrreach eachother. And moreouer 
they awarded, the great Merchant to pay charges, and willed him to 
remember the old —_— , Hee that buyeth Lawne before he can fold it, 
will repent before he hath ſold it. But theſe particular commurations 
betweene man and man are not hurtfull to the Common-wealth, vn- 
leſſe they be betweene vs and forraine Nations inthe pluralitie of 
the things commuted betweene vs and them. 
Al A Rule for To preſcribe therefore ſome kind of Rule in Permutations, let ys 
p commurations OHſerye that there is ( in effet) Three kindes of them, and may bee 
[ diſtinguiſhed and ſaid ro bee, Diſcreet, Temperate, and Deſperate. 
Diſcreet com- TheDilſcreet is, where ( without any compulſion,or of courſe) 
muration.  qnekind of commoditie is, cither in ſpecie, or according to the rule 
of money bartered or deliuered for another commoaditic of another 
Kingdome; as the bargaine was to deliuer Sea-coales of New-caſtle, 
into France for Salt , paying the fraight on either {ide equally be- 
tweene them. | 
Temperne The Temperate Commutation is, where a Merchant doth expe& 
commurione 2 convenienttime for the ſelling of his commoditie,according to the 
accidents gnd occaſions offered, and dothnot ouerthrow the Market 
of others(that haue the like commoditie to ſell) by his raſh ſale. 
"UML The Deſperate Commutation is meere oppoſite vnto it,where a 
conmuration. Man either for want of diſcretion,or vpon vrgent neceſſitic to ſupply 
y his credit and occaſions, ſelleth or bartereth away his commodities, 
for other forraine commodities to returne homewards. In all which _ 
great diſcretion is to be yſed, and this ought to be a principall ſtudic 
for Societies and Companies to looke vnto. Albeit the ſame 
is not of ſuch importance,as the buying of forraine com- 
modities at deere rates, when Merchants ſtriue to 
engroſſe them, vpon the arriuall of 
Ships , as( for Corrints ) hath 
happened at Zante 
and Venice, 


-—- 
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Of ordinarie buyings and ſellings of Commoaittes. 


PANTY Veric man knoweth that inthe buying and ſel- 
AY Ss ling of commodities, there is an eſtimationand 
| price demanded and agreed vpon between both 
parties, according toa certaine cqualitie in the 
value of things, permuted by a true reaſon 
grounded vpon the commodious vie of things : 
LE W123 & So that equalitie is nothing elſe but amuruall 
voluntarie eſtimation of things made in good order and tructh, 
wherein inequalitie is not admitted or knowne. And the ſeller is to 
ſell his wares according tothe cornmon eſtimationand courſc,at ſuch 
time as he ſhall thinke conuenient ; vnleſſe it be for victualls and mu- 
nition, wherein neceſſitic compellerth him to ſell for the generall 
good,by the interpoſition of the magiſtrates, by whoſeauthoritie he 
can obſerneno time, but muſt ſell, taking a reaſonable gaine for the 
ſame: forthe eſtimation is alſo thegreater vpon ſuch occaſions and 
accidents, when the ſelling of a thing is not according to the good- 
neſſe of the nature of the thing, bur rather according tothe vſeful- 
neſſe of it to mankind, and thercin the condition of the thing 
is tobe conſidered, which may decay and be ſubic to corruption 
in quantitic,qualitic,and ſubſtance,or which is not ſubietthereunto. 
True it is that there can be no rule preſcribed or taught how to 
buy and ſell, which is lawfull and vnlawfull, or iuſt and vniuſt, by 
any wiſe man whatſoecuer, becauſe the children of this age are wiſer 
than the children of light in their generation and calling ; which 
Is the cauſe that ſome Divines ( hauing written hereof) do pro- 
ceed with great moderation, obſeruing that the transferring of 


by priuate perſons. 
1 By Donation, which is altogether of free gift,according to the 


laying recorded, Zukethe ſixteenth chapter, Mutunm date pihil inde ſþe- Fine means to 
transferthing? 


rantes. 
2 By Permuration, Dot Des,T giue becauſe you ſhould giue: as the 
proucrbe is, 
$1 mihi des, tibi do, fi nil des, nil tibi redde : 
Hoc verbum do,d as nutrit amicitias. 
3 By Emptionor buying of things. 
4 By 


” 


Definition of 
equaliti 


Tho. Aquinas, 
things from one owner ynto another,is effeted fiue maner of waies —_—_— 
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Eleuen con* 
dirjons in the 


mg 
things. 


Three things 


4 By Vendition or ſelling of things. 
5 By aQtiuve mutuation, or mutuall gtuing or lending of moneys. 
And in buying and ſelling of things,there are requiredeleuen ne- 
ceſſarie conditions ; Firſt, a conſent in the ſelling ; ſecondly,apower 
to ſell, the like in the buyer ; thirdly and fourthly, conſent and pow- 
er ; fifthly and fixthly, ſome conditions on either ſide, agreeing in 
the transferring of the thing ; ſeuenthly, that the ſame be honeſt; 
cighthly,alſo lawfull ; ninthly, and tenthly ro be without vnreaſo- 
nable conditions, to buy and ſell the ſame againe ; eleuenthly, 
that it be an abſolute irreuocable bargaine. And herein is the law of 
nature to be regarded and obſerued, 2wod tibi fieri non wis, alteri ne 
feceris, or do as you would be done vnto: Yet if Thaue occaſion to 
buy that which another is about to buy, it is lawfull and iuſt for me 
to buy the ſame. 
Bur to auoid ſuſpition in ſelling iuſtly or vniuſtly, three things 


robeobſerucd are required; Firſt, the buyer to be expert in the commodities he 


in £ 
of things. 


_ Sellingin 
open marker 


or ſhop. 


Payments by 
anticipation. 


buyeth; ſecondly, thathe be not too ncedie,or conſtrained to buy ; 
and thirdly, that perſuaſiue reaſons be ommitted, which cauſe the 
partie to buy deerer. | 

The Ciuilians (affirming, that probabilitie to proue the eſtimation 
of athing is ſufficient, whether it be more or leſſe worth ) do admit 
that a man may ſell deerervntoanexpert man, thanvnto a ſimple 
man;and toſell deerer than the thing is worth by common eſtimati- 
on, is adiudged by them to be alwatcs vniuſt : as alſo to vſe reaſons 
and inducements to ſell wares the deerer, ncither is the ſeller to de- 
mand or expeQany thing aboue the price agreed vpon, And intrea- 
ting hereof,they make large diſcourſes, which I do admit to handle 
for the reaſons aforeſaid. 

Buyingand ſelling, ſay they, is done two manner of waies, Firſt 
that the thing be ſo bought, that all power of pretence be auoided, 
which is giuinga thing at a certaineprice for the thing:and ſecondly, 
that the thing ſold be asa gift forthat price, which in ſubſtance may 
be ſaid to be a plaine,abſolute,and lawfull bargaine,ſold(as we ſay)in 
open market or ſhop, in ſo much that there be nota curtaine to hide 
the commoditie ſo bought and ſold : howbeit in all faires and mar- 
kets in the parts beyond the ſeas, a Trades-mans ſhop, anda Mer- 
chants ware-houlc is taken to be publicke and openat the appointed 
times. 

They have alſodetermined, that a ſeller may not demand a grea- 
ter price for the forbearance of his payment or ſatisfaRion of the 
thing, but he may well diminiſh the price,ifthe buyer do ſatisfie him 
the ſooner, and before thetime of paiment, by way of anticipation, 
which neuertheleſſe reſteth in his power to accept thereof, or to ex- 
pect the time. But this is commonly done (not by abating of the 
price of thecommo ditie, becauſe money hath made a certainetie of 
the totall ſumme of the ſaid commoditie) but by allowance or de- 
duQion of the intereſt of the ſaid money for the time tocome and 
| vnexpired, 
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ynexpired, according as they make their agreement of the price of 


intereſt, 

Toconclude the premiſſes touching buying and ſelling, we find, 
thatno man in ſelling any wares is bound todeclare, whether any 
quantitie of thelike wares are to be had or expected when he {elleth. 
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Of Suretiſhip and Merchants Promiſes. 


cJ Auing intreatedof the ordinarie buyingand ſel- 
ling of commodities, either for money to be 

aicd at ſome daies of payment,or for wares to 

edeliuered by way of permutation, (wherein 
many times athird perſon is interpoſed, or it 
Ss doth mcerely depend vpon the parties promiſe) 
M4 it may ſeeme conuenient to handle the point of 
Suretiſhip and Promiſes. 


For albeit as the Ciuilians ſay, that Nada pattio obligationem non p4- Abareor na- 
rit, exceptionem parit, a bare or naked couenant bindeth nor, but bree- kedcoucnant. 


deth exceptions ; this is to be vnderſtood vpon contraQts,and where 
no ſureties haue made any promiſe : Bur otherwiſe if anv merchant 
do paſle his word for another; ir maketh him liable, as fide im{or to 
performe the ſame,and the at done before is aſufficient. good conſi- 
deration, and they all agree that bona fides inter mercatores eft ſeruands, 
Faith ortruſt is to be kept betweene merchants,and that alſo muſt be 
done without quillets or titles of the law, to auoid interruption of 
trafficke, wherein his Suretiſhip is to be conſidered according to the 
promiſe; for if it be conditionall,if ſuch a man do not pay,then the 
other to pay the ſame within a time,or to ſaue him harmeleſle : it is 
| firſt to be demaunded of the Principall, and if he do not pay, then 
the Surctic is to pay/it withontany courſe of law,vnleſſche be orde- 
red by the Court of Merchants to performethe ſame, becauſe that 
thereby he may alſo the ſooner recoucr the ſame of the Principall 
for whom he did giue his promiſe. It is alſo acuſtome amongſt Mer- 
ehants, that if a Merchant beindebted vnto another, and thereupon 
intreateth another merchant todeſirethe creditor torefpir him ſome 
time forthe paiment of it ; if then the ſaid merchant the debtor do 


not pay accordingly at the time, he ſhall be raken pro confeſſs, and ſen- 
rence 
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WAICS. 


tence ſhall be given by the Merchants Court for the paiment there- 
of, onely vpon proofe made, that he did will another to craue the 
ſaid reſpite of time for thepaiment.- The like isdone by the Com- 
mon law of England by crall of Turies of 12 men,vpon proofe made 
by euidence produced before them, that the debtor did craue day of 
paiment, ſo that they will thereupon deliver their verdiR,and iudge- 
ment and execution may be of courſe had for the ſame. But if the 
promiſe be not conditionall, then is he an abſolute Suretie,and is to 
pay the ſame accordingly,as merchants of credit alwaies haue'done. 

A merchant may alſo be come in the nature of a Suretie ynawares, 
or vaknown vnto him.,as befell vnto a friend of mine not many yeres 
ſince at Frankford in Germanic, who during the Mart or Faire,went 
intoa merchants Ware-houſe to conferre of ſome buſineſſe with 
him , where hee found another merchant of his acquaintance to 
cheapen ſome parcel of filke wares with the ſaid other merchant, to 
whom this man(as it ſeemed)was vaknowne, whereupon the ſeller af 
theſaid filk wares tooke occafion toaskemy Ed whether he were 
agood manand of credit, and he anſwered he was, ſo the bargaine 
was made,and goods were deliuered vntothe faid merchant the buy- 
er,tothevalue of 460 ®, for the which he madea bill obligatoric, 


' payablethe next Faire following : at which Faire (the partic not ap- 


A cauecar for 


merchants &c- 


pcaring)demand was made of my friend to make payment of the ſaid 
460 ®, becauſe the partie was abſent, and withall ſome doubt was 
made of his ſufficiencie ; my friend had.not ſo much as remembred 
thatany ſuch queſtion was demanded of him, but the partic did pur 
him in mind of it by circumſtances, and would be paied of him, 
he in defence did alleage it robe w#dwn paiFum ex quo nonoritur attto, 
and ſo not bound to pay the ſame,as hauing had no conſideration for 
it. The opinion of merchants was demaunded, wherein there was 
great diuerſitie , ſo that the Ciuile Law was todetermine the ſame; 
and by the ſaid Law according tothe title de mandate conſfily, he was 
adiudged to pay the ſaid 460 ®, and to haue thedebtors bill obliga- 
toric made ouer vnto him, whereof he couldneuer recouer one pen- 
nic, although he did pay the whole debt and dammages, for the par- 
tie became inſoluent. This may be a good caucat for merchants and 
all men , for if he had ſaid,He is taken or reputed tobe agood man 
of credit,or,I take him to be ſo;he had beene cleered by the law,and 


- the cuſtome of merchants. 


Confiderable 
promiſes, 


" not the 


Some promiſes are confiderable, according to reaſon,as if a man 
ypon a penaltie do promiſe another not to moleſt or trouble him if 
the other giue him cauſe of offence to breake the ſame, he incurreth 
altie ; anda promiſe made to doa thing is alwaies vnder- 
ſtood to befor the firſt time. So to make a promiſe that a pawne ſhall 
not be alienated, yetiris held by diuers that the ſame may be hipo- 
thecated vnto another, ſo the pawne be preſerued. Againe on the con-_ 
traric,if aſhip-wright do promiſe to build a ſhip for a merchant, and 
hee cauſcth the ſame to be done. by another, here the pR__ is 

roken 


. Lex Mercatoria. 


broken by the Law, albeit this queſtion isnot materiall, for it isnot 
like that the building of Ships can be done without contradts in wri- 
ting, and onely by bare promiſes. And the like may bee ſaid rothe 
greateſt part of all the queſtions,wherewith the Bookes of Ciuilians 
are fraighted ; ſo that for Merchants vnderſtanding, theancient or- 
dinarie Cuſtomes obſerued in the courſe of the ſaid Efſentiall Parts 
of Trafficke, is plainely to bee declared and diſtinguiſhed fram liti- 
vious queſtions, | | 


CH R be + 26 HP 
Of the Reuolution of Buying and Selling of Commodities, 


by the courſe of Trafficke. 


ſeth of our Land Commodiries, and ſome fiſhing 
on the Seas, and of the Commodities of forraine 

IO Py) Nations ; So from hence followeth ; An efficient 

=p 4 Cauſe of a kind of Reuolution in buying and ſel- 
_ ling of Commoditics : becauſe the commodities - 
of one countrie growing rancke and aboundant, aretranſported into 
other countries, in whoſe ſteed needfull commodities of thoſe king- 
domes and countries are returned.thither , which is anciatbenty 
lending berweene kingdomes and countries. For, as is noted, God 
cauſed Nature to diſtribute her benefits, or his bleſſings to ſeverall 
Climates,of diuers things found in ſome places, that are not in other 
-_ ; to make an interchangeable courle of the ſaid commodities | 


y way of merchandizing. 


This Reuolution of Trade, may be illuſtrated by the conſiderg- Sundry means | 
tion of the ſeuerall meanes, whereby the ſaid buying and ſelling fellin? "$and 


are effected. 


x Thefirſt is, buying with readie money, which is commonly For readic 
the beſt,and with moſt aduantage, for commodities are ſold better =ony. 


cheape: wherein the knowledge of the goodneſle and neceſlarie vic 
is requilite, 


2 There isalſoa buying and ſelling of Commodities, paiable at For readie 
ſome limitted time or times of paiment, or partly readie mony, and des 


partly attimes : and thedifference of price heerein, is commonly 
aboue tenne vpon the hundreth more or leſſe, as the rate of monyes 
at intereſt are in the places of Commerce, wherethe ſaid Commodi- 
ties areſold or bought, and according to the plentie of mony-exrant, 
'vnleſſe the + 007m of Commodities doe alter the ſame, 
eſpecially if the Commiadities be periſhable, by Corruption, Time, 
and Accidents ; ſo that the condition, qualitie, or pes, wa” of the 
com- 
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By Billes of 
Exchange. 


By mony pay* 
able inB 4 


commoditic is much to be reſpeted:which was the cauſe that when 
commodities didabound at the firſt and the wealth of man was de- 
fcribed by cattle and rhe like periſhable things ; all kind of mertall 
( as being durable ) was moſt eſteemed, and the pureſt mettall taken 
to be fitreſtro make monyes of,as hereafter ſhall bee amply declared 
in our ſecond Part. 

There is another buying and ſelling of commodities, to bee 
payed by Billes of Exchanges, that is to ſay, The Buyer giueth a Bill 
of Exchange,or many Billes to bee payed by exchange in another 
place ; as for example one buyeth fa. ak oe pounds worth ( at 
London ) in commodities,which are accounted in price, as if hee had 
bought them for readie mony , and doth giue vnto the Seller of the 
ſaid commodities one or more Billes of Exchanges for Antuerp, 
Amfterdam,or any other place, tobe payed according tothe price of 
exchange which is made, or ought ro be made , according to the va- 
lueof x monyes of one Countrie, atid the value of the monyes of 
other Countrics, by weight and fineneſſe,as ſhall be heereafter decla- 
red, and that according to the diſtance and diſcrepance of the time 
and place , where and when the ſaid monyes ſhall be payed by the 
Buyers friend , Factor, 'or Seruant ; and ſo the ſaid Bull or Billes of 
Exchanges are payed accordingly for the commodities ſo bought. 

Another Merchant, hauing mony in Bankes, or in the Bankers 


anks.' hands at Amſterdam, or any other place where Bankes are kepr, 


__ - "_—_ 


©: ruthy ,called-a Procuration, or a Letter of Credit, either from his 


buyeth ſome commodities inthe ſaid places, and caſting vp what the 
fame'doth amount vnto ; hee goath tothe Banke and afligneth the 
Seller of the ſaid commodities to-receiue ſo much mony there, and 
the Banke(accepting thereof ) giueth him ſatisfaRion in the payment - 
he maketh vnto others,according to the manner of Bankes hereafter 
declared. | 

5 Another buyeth ſome commodities there, or in any other 
place beyond the Seas, and for that purpoſe he hath a Letter of At- 


Maſter or any other hereat London, or elſewhere , who vpon his 
Credit, hath promiſed thereby to pay the value of the ſaid goods in 


ſome nom beyond the Seas,according toaprice of Exchange agreed 


vpon ene the parties here(and the like is done beyond the Seas 
tobe payed here) whichis ſtill according tothe value of monyes in 
both parts, anſwerable to weight and fineneſſe by way of Exchange. 


* © Andthelike is done betweene Londonand Exeter,Plimmoutrh, Yar- 
-= mouth, and many other places,vpon the very ſame and vniforme 


For Billes' 
Obligatorie; 


Coyne; by Letters Miſſiue betweene Merchants here and there. 
- 6 The moſt vſuall buying and ſelling of commodities beyond 
the Seas, in'the courſe of Trafficke,is for Bills of Debt, or Obligati- 


ons;called Billes Obligatorie,which one Merchant giueth vnto ano- 
ther, for commodities bought or ſold , which is altogether vſedby 
the Merchants Aduenturors at Amſterdam, Middleborough, Ham- 
borough, and otherplaces. For when they haue ſold their Clothes 


\ 


\ 
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vynto other Merchants,or others, payable at 4,6,8, or more months ; 
they preſently transferre and ſer ouer theſe Billes (1o receiged for 
the payment of their Clothes ) vnto other Merchants , and take for 
them other commodities at ſuch prices as they. can agree with the 
Seller of them, be it Veluets, Silkes, Satins, Fuſtiaris, or-any other 
wares or commodities,to make rerurneofthe prouenue of theirs;and 
ſo ſelling thoſe forraine commodities here in England, they preſently 
buy more Clothes,and continue a Reuolution of buying and ſelling 
in the courſe of Trafficke and Commerce, being ſo ( in cffet)as may 
be illuſtrated by example. 

Suppoſe A.B.the Clothier ſellethro C.D.the Merchant one pack 
of Clothes, for the ſumme of one hundreth pounds paiable at fix mo- 
neths, and doth condition with him to make him a Bill in the name 
of ſuch a man as hee ſhall nominate vnto hini : A. B. the Clothier 
buyeth of D.E. the Gentleman, ſo much Woollas amounteth ro one 
hundrethpounds, and doth intend to deliver him the Bill of C. D. 
the Merchant,in full payment of his Woolls , and to cauſe the ſame 
. tobe madein his (this Gentlemans )riame : Bur D.E. the ſaid Gen- 
tleman,cauſed him to make the Bill payable to E.G. the Mercer, and 
the Merceris contented with the like condition to accept rhereof 
bur he cauſed the ſame tobe made payable ro C. D. the Merchant, 
of whom hee buyeth his Veluets and Silkes ; and fo in payment of 
them, hee deliuered him (by an Intermiſſue time) his owne Bill, 
which hee firſt ſhould haue made to the Clothier. And herein you 
are tonote, thar in the buying by Bills , it may bee made payableta 
the Clothier, or tothe Bearer thereof, and ſo all the parties are bea- 
rers thereof, ynto whom the ſame is ſer ouer by Tradition of it one- 
ly, which by a Retrograde examination will appeare ; and this is cal- 
led a Reſcounter in payment , vſed amongſt Merchants beyond the 
Scas, and ſeemeth ſtrange vntoall men thatare ignorant of this Cu- 
ſtome, and yer doe they perceiuea reaſon for ir, and cannot deny the 
commodiouſneſſe thereof. | 

The Common Law of England,js direQtly againſt this courſe, for 
they or can bee no alienation from one man ro another of 
debts ;.becauſe they are held, Choſes en 4ion, and fuch whereof no 
peu can paſſe by aſſignement or alienation ; and many good 

awyers doe wiſh as well as Merchants, that there were an At of 
Parliament made for the eſtabliſhing of the like courſe in England: 
By reaſon whercof , letvs in the next Chapters handle this marrer 
more diſtin&tly,; and declare the benefits which the Realme will re- 
cciuethereby, and all Merchants and others negotiating for great 
ſummes, | | | 

There arc other manner of buying and ſelling of commodities;by 
Contradts , and vpon Conditions and Caſualties , which are to bee 


declared in their proper places, whereunto relation may bec had 
hereafter. 
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CHnarPe, XII. 


Of the Transferring or ſetting ouer of Billes Obligatorie, 
betweene Merchants and others. 


2 E hauc in ſome meaſure, inthe precedent Chap- 
” ter, declared the Vſe and Cuſtome of Merchants 
beyond the Scas, in the Transferring and ſetting 
ouer of Bills Obligatorie , or Billes of Debr, 
which they giue each to others for the. payment 
Dig of Commodities, bought and fold by way of 
7 SOV traffick and trade, it reſteth now to ſpeake there- 
of more amply. For the ſinceritie of plaine dealing hath hitherto 
beene inuiolable, in the making of the ſaid Billes, which euerie man 
nad I of credit and reputation giueth of his owne hand writing, or made 
T__ by his ſeruant, and by him ſubſcribed, without any ſeale or witneſſe 
thereunto ; and is made payable to ſuch a Merchant or perſon, or 
tothe Bearer of the Bill, at ſuch time or times of payment as is 
agreed and concluded betweene the parties, either for money or 
commodities lent or bought, and ſo declared in the ſaid Bill, accor- 
ding to the forme hereafter expreſſed. | 
This Cuſtome is much practiſed by the Merchants Aduenturers 
© beyond the Seas at Middleborough, Amſterdam, Antuerp, Hambo- 
rough,and other places where they do trade, in manner following,as 
we haue noted. | 
A Merchant, hauing many of theſe Billes, which he hath receiued 
forhis Clothes ſold vnto Drapers (or other Merchants dwelling in 
ſeuerall townes and places ) will reſort vato a Shop-keeper, or ano- 
ther Merchant, commonly accompanied with a Mediator or Broker, 
ouer of Billes to buy a good round quantitie of Silke wares, or any other commo- 
. «f Dez. ditie( whichis ordinarily ſold payable at ſome dayes of payment ei- 
ther 4,6, or more monethes ) and hauing agreed vpon the price of 
the ſaid commoditie, or before ; hee maketh the ſeller acquainted 
what payment or ſatisfaQion hee will giue him, in Billes of ſuch 
and ſuch perſons, amounting to ſucha ſumme, either little more 
or lefſe than the commoditie doth amount vnto , or to rake in 
commoditie ſo) much as the ſaid Billes doe containe , or doe a- 
mount ynto ; and if there bee any remainder due for the com- 
moditie , more than the Billes doe amount, the ſame to bce 
payed in readie money, or vpon his owne Bill , payable.at ſuch a 
time as they agree betweene them, which often commeth to be a 
great 
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great ſumme. Heereupon all ſuch my are of knowne perſons 
are ſoone accepted of, and of the vnkhowne perſons, either him- 
ſelfe that is the Seller,orthe Broker,will inquire of their ſufficiencie, 
and then likewiſe accept of their Bills in paiment , and hauing taken 
their Bills, (which are made payable to the Bearer, as we haue ſaid) 
the receiuer of theſe Bills goeth vnto the parties, and demandeth 
of them, whether they are contented to pay him thoſe Bills at the 
time ſpecified therein, according to the manner of merchants for 
commodiries(which if ir be within one moneth after,ir is accounted 
tobe verie good payment :) The Debtor maketh anſwere, that he 
will pay his Bill to the bearer thereof accordingly ; for if this man 
will not ride out(as they ſay) the time of the payment of the Bills, 
he may go to another man, and buy other commodities therewith, 
« as if it were with readie money , the time onely conſidered : nay 
more, if he will haue readie money for theſe Bills, he may ſell CER 
them to other merchants that are moneyed men, and abating for 
the intereſt for the time, and (commonly one moneth ouer) accor- 
ding to the rate, as they canagree, and as money isplentifull, they 
ſhall haue money at alltimes to imploy in commodities, or to de- 
liuerby exchange, or to pay debts withall, or to carrie home #3 
ſecie, or for any other purpoſe at their pleaſure ; which is commodi- 
ous for young merchants hauing ſmall ſtockes, as alſo for all men 
vpon all occafions : for it is properly as money paied by afſignati- 
on, whereby vcrie great matters are compaſled inthetrade of mer- 
chandize, the commodities are ſooner vented in all places, the General bene- 
Cuſtome and Impoſitions of Princes do increaſe, the poore and ** "ens 
mechanicall people are ſer on worke , men arc bctter aſſured in Deb. 
their payments , the counterfeiting of Bills, and differences are 
preuented , the more commodities there are ſold the leſſe readie 
money is tranſported, and life is infuſed into traffticke and trade 
for the generall good . And herein weſce and may obſerue, Thar 
things which be indeed, and things which are nor indeed, bur 
taken to be indeed , may produceall one effect ; and euerie man 
is enabled with his owne meanes and credit, to augment com- 
merce. 
This laudable cuſtome(as I ſaid) is not praftiſed in England ; yer 
ſometimes a' Merchant Stranger will accept of Bills of Debt in 
payment for commodities ſold with aduantage : But then the Bill is 
made new againe, and in the Merchant Strangers name , and this is 
not without ſome daunger to him that buyeth the commoditie 
or merchandiſe for another mans Bill, as Fators may doe for their 
Maſters : for I haue obſerued by good experience, that a Factor in ALawCafe 
London, having ſold for his Maſter(a Merchant of Antverpe) ſome 2bourmheters 
commodities ro an Engliſh Merchant to the value of ſeuen hun- pj, 
dred pounds, and taken the Merchants Bills payable at fix moneths 
and {ix moneths for it : his Maſter of Antuerpe did appoint him to 


buy Bayes ior theſe Bills of another Merchant, which he did per- 
K 2 forme 
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forme, and had the valugggf 700 ® delivered vnto him in Bayes 
accordingly , and the Bills were to be altered in the other Mer- 

chants name for his Bayes. Shortly after it fell our that the Engliſh 

Merchant became inſoluent : But before it was publickely knowne, 

the Fator brought the Bills altered (according to the agreement) in 

the Baye Merchants name, who did refuſeto accept of them, and 

faid the Fator ſhould pay him . The Bills were tendered with a 

Scriuener accordiug to their agreement, bur ſtill were refuſed. The 

time of payment being expired, the Bay Merchant did arreſt the 
ſaid Fator : the matter was tried before the Lord chiefe Iuſtice of 

the Kings Bench by a Nifs priws in London, by a partie Iuric of En- 

liſh men and Strangers : The verdi& was found for the Bay Mer- 

chant, and the Factor did paie the money, and had no remedie 

avainſt his Maſter . The reaſon was deliuered by the Indge, That 

the Common Law in this caſe requiretha Releaſe or Acquittance 

for the payment of the Bayes to be made to the Factor,otherwiſe 

he was ſtill bound by the Law toanſwere for the faid Bayes. 

To eftabli This cuſtome might (with great facilitic) nevertheleſſe be cſta- 
this Cuſtome bliſhed in England, and would be verie beneficiall ro the King and 
inEngland. the Common-wealth ingenerall : for albeit rhat the ſtrict Rules 
of the Law demaundeth a ſcaling and deliuerie of Deedes,and that 

the Bill cannon conueniently be made payable to the bearer of it, 

or be altered in another mans name as aboueſaid , neither can it 

be recouered by a Letter of Attorney, which in England is alwaies 

reuocable before the fa&t : Neuertheleſle, if there were a Regiſter 

kept of the paſſing and transferring of theſe Bills from man to man, 

and by an indorfement thereof alſovpon the Bill, it might be done 

with caſe, and the bearer of it ſhould be acknowledged thereby to 

be the lawfull Attorney in Law ; and by theſe meanes the vndecent 

Plea of Non eſt fafFum would be cut off. And, to preuent fraudulenr 

dealing,if any Bills ſhould be loſt, notice might be giuen inſtantly 

| Officeof Pro- £9 the Regiſter (whichat Lixborne and Roan is called a Protho- 
chogoraric ar NOtarie) by meanes whereof many queſtionable parcells or pay- 
Lixborne2n® ments are made apparant, and the Bills for the moſt part doe re- 
mainein the officeatthe di'/pofition of the laſt Aſſigne or Aſſignes, 

which is thecauſe alſo, thatmoſt vually Bills are made for all things 

bought and ſold betweene parties and parties, whereby many pay- 

| Reſcounter by Ments are made by Refcounter,as if it were in banke, hereafter tobe 
| Billtorpay- declared ; for Merchants do meet, andina manner iumpe together 
ay in theirfaid payments. And hereby alſo may the difficultic (for the 
taking of an Acquittance as aforeſaid)be remoued,by entring an ac- 

© knowledgement of fatisfaftion before the ſaid Regiſter, at the time 
of the transferring or regiſtring thereof, I haue taken paines to haue 

this to be eſtabliſhed here : but hetherto things are not rightly vn- 

derſtood, as is tobe wiſhed it were,whereby other nations | nam; ſtill 

an aduantage, 
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Caar, XIIL. 


Of the nature of Bills Obligatorie beyond the Sea, 
and in England, 


., 


d 20, Veh is the finceritic and Candoy Animiamonght 
Merchants of all nations beyond the ſeas, inthe 
- obſeruation of plaine dealing concerning the 
” ſaid Bills Obligatorie berwecne man and man, 
that no man dare preſume ro queſtion his owne 
hand ; for if he be ſtayned therewith, he is nor 
R C4 ) & only vtterly diſcredited, but alſodeteſted of all 
Merchants : The forme of the Bills being as followeth, onely Mu- 
tatis mmtanats. 


Forme of Billes Obligatorie_3, 


] A.B. Merchant of Amſterdam doe acknowledge by theſe pre- 
ſents to be truely indebted to' the honeſt C. D. Engliſh Mer- 
chant dwelling at Middleborough, in the ſumme of fige hundreth 
pounds currant money for merchandiſe, which is for commodi- 
ties recciued of him tomy contentment, which ſumme of fiue hun- 
dreth pound as aforeſaid,I do promiſeto pay vnto the ſaid C.D. (or 
the bringer hereof ) within ſix months nexrafterthe date of theſe 
preiemes : In witneſſe whereof I haue ſubſcribed the fame at Am- 


erdam the 10 of Iulie 1 62 2,Stio nous. s 
'B. 


In the Eaſt Conntries, and ſometimes in the Low-countries they 
will put a ſeale to it, and then the word ſubſcribed and ſealed goeth 
together : bur there is nomentionmade of any deliuerie or deed, for 
that is vnderſtood of courſe, infomuch, that if tor want of pay- 
ment the Bill be pur in ſuir, and the partte adiourned or cited to 
make his appearance : The Itudge ( making: no- doubt of: any ſuch 
matter) will inſtantly ſay to him,My friend,what is the reaſon that 
you haue not payed this your Bill to —_ * for zo deliuera Writing, 

| 3 Or 


— 
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*Called 4ps- 


C— 


or a Bill as an * Eſcroll(as we ſay at the Common Law)is vnknowne 


ca or Apediſe wntoall Merchants there, and the bringer of the Billtealled with vs 
_ Ciuili- the bearer of it)ſhallbe admitted to recouer the ſame without any 


Eſpecial notes 
concering Bils 


Obligarotie. 


ion 
gatorie, 


Letter of Atturney,or other Warrant. 

The Civile Law, and the Law Merchant do, require that the Bill 
ſhall declare for what the debt groweth, either for Merchandize, or 
for Money, orany other lawfull conſideration. The words Currant 
Money for merchandize, is, becauſe that Merchants for diuers re- 
ſped tollerate commonly the moneys to go currant at a higher rate 
inthe courſe of trafficke,than they are valued by publicke authoritie 
of Kings and Common-weales: And when the Bill mentioneth Mo- 
ney,itis taken to be Money at depoſits or intereſt ; wherein is to be ob- 
ſerued, That the intereſt muſt be 10yned with the principall ſumme, 
without any ſpecification,whereby it may be ſeparated or diſtingui- 
ſhed, becauſe the debtor ſhall not pretend to pay the ſame at his beſt 
opportunitie and pleaſure ; as may (thereupon) be done for money 
letten-for loane, retaining ſtill the principall in his hands, and paying 
the intereſt from time totime, quarterly, or halfe yearely :- for it is 
lawfull andaccuſtomed, that alrhough one hundreth pounds were ta- 
ken vp for one whole yeare, after the rate of ten yponthe hundreth, 
the Debtor or Taker vp of it, may diſcharge the ſame at three mo- 
neths, if he will, paying one hundrethand two pounds ten ſhillings, 
vnleſſe the Bill made forthe ſame be made paiableat atime limited, 
witha penaltie of a ſumme of money,called by the Ciuilians Pays 
Canonica,which with vs in England is done vpona Bond, with a for- 
feiture of halfe or double the ſumme of the principall, wherewith 
the intereſt is alſo ioyned without diſtintion,which may not exceed 
the ratcof ten ypon the hundreth for the yeare, in the computation 
whcreof,diuers thingsare to obſerued,as we ſhal declare hereafter, 

Now if a Bill made beyond the ſeas be done by two, three, or 

more perſons, as hauing bought a commoditie as partners together, 
or taken vp. moneys together at intereſt, wherein they bind them- 
ſeluesall as principall Parties or Debtors;yet euerie man is but bound 
to pay.his part. The like is, if one be bound,and two, or moredo pur 
their hand and ſeale, and vnder-write, and ſealethe ſaid Bill as Prin- 
cipals, yet paying their proportionable parts, they ſhall be cleered 
by the Ciuile Law, and the cuſtome of Merchants : but if they doe 
ſimply ſubſcribe,and ſay we are Sureties, then they are all bound for 
the whole, as if the words we or cither of vs in ſolidum were expreſ(- 
ſed : which is the cauſe that in all notariall writings(onel ved vp- 
on queſtionable matters decided, orto be decided) they donor only 


Renumciaion Þind the parties with theſe words, but they do alſo make a decla- 
of Priviledecs, ration of all renuntiations of priuiledges , and eſpetially of ex- 
o—_—_ they ceptio dinifienis , and then it is one for all. Exceptio ordinss (73 excu{s1- 


ons, is to meddle-with the Suerties before the Principall : Re- 
nouncing the Letters of Adrianthe Emperour , for the ceſfions of 
goods, Prolongations of paiments , Viatages, or free Martes, all 
Conſtitutions 
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Conſtitutions, Canons, Priuiledges, or Statutes and Adts of Parlia- 
ment made or to be made,publiſhed or enacted;and in theſe caſes the 
debtor is alwaies to be bound with the Suerties in all As or Inſtru- 


ments made before Notarics. Renouncing alſo the benefit of Sexa- | 


tus-conſultus, or Arreſt Felle Toan, for the prerogatiue of women, 
which ypon the deceaſe of their husbands doe claime their portion 
brought in by them in marriage,or their dower,or any thing elſe that 
no alleaged or imagined. 

In England, Billes Obligatorie being made payable to the par- 
tie, his Heires, Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Afſignes, may con- 
ueniently be ſer ouner, as aforeſaid ; becauſe the lawtfull aſſignee ſhall 
bee of Record, and regiſtred alſo vpon the Bill, and if there bee 
two or more bound in a Bill, fraudulent dealing will be alſo better 
preuented ; for by the Common Law , if one doe releaſe one of his 
Debtors (by way of acquittance )that is bound with others vnto 
him, they are all releaſed and acquited thereby, although there 
were neuer ſo little payed of the debt ; infomuch that a receit 
for parcell of the mony receiued of one of the debtors; _ made 
in full payment- of his part onely, doth neuertheleſſe diſcharge 
_ all, as for example by woefull experience may be demon- 

rated, . 4: 

Three Linnen Drapers of London , bought of a Merchant ſtran- 
ger 40 pieces of fine Hollands cloth , amounting to x60 ®, and 
gaue their ioynt Bill for the payment of it at fix moneths : one of 
them became inſoluent , and being impriſoned , made a compo- 
ſition with the Merchant for eight pounds , and thereupon had a ge- 
nerall. acquitance made to him onely . Shortly after , the other 
two Linnen Drapers, being ſomewhat preſſed for the payment, and 
ingaged for the other, they did plead the other mans generall __ 
tance, which was but a r&ccit made of the ſaid eight pound,expreſling 
that is was in full ofhis part ; and neuerthelefſe vpon triall in Law,it 
was adiudged tobe a ſufficient diſcharge for them all, in nature of a 
generall acquitance, Theſe obſeruations at the Common Law, and 
ſuch like Booke caſes as I hate put downe, I hold to be neceſſa- 
rie for Merchants to know , albeit wee handle the Law-merchant'-in 
this Treatiſe, and not matters of the Common Law. If you take 


Acquitance 
to one diſchar- 
geih thereſt, 


beyond the Seas any Bill Obligatorie for money deliuered vpon two Bills Obliga- 


or three lines, or for wagers or layes, which are conditionall, ler 
the partie be put to prooue : if ypon proofe of liues , make the Bill 
payable at a day certaine , vnlefſe one of the parties were dead : 
whereby the partic is bqund to pay, or elſe to prooue the deceaſe of 
the one : on the'contrarie, if you make the Bill to be payed, if they 
beall alive or living, then muſt you proone they be liumg. Tocon- 
clude, 4bundansCautels non nocet. Finally, if a Bill be thirtie yeeres 


old, and never demanded 'or queſtioned , it is void by the Ciuile 


Law', and the Law or Cuſtome of Merchants doth not take any 
knowledge thereof. | 


, 


CHAT, 


tory vpon two 
or three liucs, 


V 
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Definition of 
Letters of 
Credit. 


XIIII. 
Of Letters of Credit and Blankes f:gned. 


Can?kP, 


SYNTH E Credit of Merchants is ſo delicate and tender, 
_ 2/9 that it muſt bee cared for as the apple of a mans 
ENG cyc : Hence it doth proceed that Letters of Cre- 
pa dit are had in ſuch reputation , that the giuer of 
them will bee well aduiſed before hee doe make 

them ; and the partie ro whom they are direed, 
will bee carefull to accompliſh them , for it doth concerne both 
their Credits : The giuers Credit. of the Letters , will bee had in 
queſtion of inſufficiencie,known to the other that he doth not accom- 
pliſh them, or he that doth not performe them may bee thought to 
be weake and to want meanes to doe the ſame . Tomake Letters of 
Credit, is properly a Participation of Credit to another , which 
is performed as followerh . , A Merchant doth ſend his friend or 
his ſeruant (either within the Land or beyond the Seas) to buy 
ſome commodities , or to take vp money for ſome purpoſe, and 
doth deliuer vnto him an open Letter, directed to another Mer- 
chant, requiring him that if his friend ſuch a one, the Bearer of 
that Letter ( being either his friend or. ſeruant ) haue occaſion 
to buy commodities , or to take a ph to the value of ſo 
many hundreths, or ſo.many thouſand pounds in that place or 
thereabouts: ; that hee will either procure him the ſame, or 
paſſe his promiſe, Bill, or Bond for it, and hee will prouide him 
the money , or pay him by exchange, or giue him ſuch fatif- 
faction as hee ſhall require : the partie to whom this Letter is 
direQed; will accordingly doe his endeuour and performe the re- 
queſt of the other , and keepe the Letter for his aſſurance or ſe- 


-  Curitie, and what hee doth thereupon vndertake, is made appa- 


Proteſis for 
the non-pere 
formance of 
| Lettersof 
Credit, 


rant by ſuch Writings or Euidences,as hee taketh of the ſaid Bea- 
rex. of the Letter , that thereupon hee may bee well dealt with- 
all accordingly . But if it ſhould fall out, that for ſome knowen 
cauſe to this partie, he dotlinot accompliſh his requeſt contained in 
the ſaid Letters of Credit : Then the Bearer of the ſame keepeth 
the ſaid Letters, and returneth them vnto the giuer , without any 
other proceeding; vnleſle it be in caſe where this partie is a debtor to 
him that gaue the Letters of Credit, and then he muſt take witneſles 
of it, and with a Scriucnor or Notarie make a Proteſt againſt him, 

| | proteſting 
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= 
roteſting to recouer of him ( by all lawfull and conuenient meanes) - 
all the damages, charges, and intereſt, which hee or any other ſhall 
ſuſtaine thereby, by reaſon of the nonperformance of the ſaid Let- 
ters of Credit, and that in time and place as occaſion ſhall ſerue , 
which Proteſt is a ſufficient meane amongſt Merchants, and before 
any Iudges of the Ciuile Law,to recouer the ſame, vpon proofe at 
all times accordingly. But if the partie ro whom theſe Letrers of 
Credit were direQted do make a reaſonable anſwere for his excuſe, 
and requireth the Scriuenor to put downe the ſame in the Actor In- 
ſtrument of the ſaid Proteſt ; then is the cauſe conſidered withall, 
andthe loſſes and damages may fall vpon another : for if the giuer 
of the ſaid Letters of Credit, were a debtor to the other thar did 
receiuethem, to bee payed by them, either by commodities to bee 
bought , or monyes to bee taken vp, as aforeſaid ; then the ſaid 
Proteſt may ſerue the receiuer of the ſaid Letters of Credit to re- 
couer his damages of him that gaue him the ſame : wherein the 
Magiſtrates will haue a great conſideration, as a matter whereby 
the Commerce is interrupted, which is the cauſe alſo that men muſt 
bee aduiſed on the other fide, not to bee too raſh to affirme the 
goodneſle or ſufficiencie of another mans Eſtate, Credit, or Repu- 
tation , whereby a third man becommeth a loſer, loſſe being the 
greateſt hinderer of Trafficke and Trade. The Ciuilians therefore 
have a Title in their Lawes, which is ſtritly obſerued, as you ſhall 
vnderſtand hereafter. 
TheSigning of Blankes, is alſo a Cuſtome amongſt Merchants, 
whereby they ſtrengthen the credit of their Factors or Seruants in 
the like occaſions, which is a matter of great confidence, confide- 


Great confi- 
dence among 


ring the cafie transferring of Billes alreadie ſpoken of. For a Mer- Merchanes, 


chant ſetting his name to a Blanke paper, his Factor or Servant hath 
an abilitie towrong his Maſter many wayes. Therefore ſuchas are 
prouident, doe reſtraine that power by certaine Couenants or Decla- 
rations, and yet the ſame ( being knowne vntothe parties that doe 
make vſe of the ſaid Blankes ) might become ſcrupelous thereupon 
tobe well dealt withall,howſocuer, we ſee what honeſt and plaine 
dealing is vſed amongſt Merchants, and what aduentures they beare 
to compaſſe theirbuſineſſes . A Merchant of Antuerp will ſend his 
Seruant at Amſterdam to buy him 500 Laſt of Corne, vpon aduice 
he hath that Corne is ſpoiled , or the Harueſt faileth in Spaine, Por- 
eugall, and other places : and becauſe he is vncertaine what his Ser- 
uant can effect, doubting that other men might haue the like aduice, 
and prenent him ; hee deliuereth Blanke paper by him ſubſcribed, 
with order to his ſaid Seruant, that hee ſhall ypon ſuch an occaſion, 
write his Letter vpon the ſaid paper to ſucha man, his FaQor at Dan- 
ficke in the Eaſt Countries, to buy for him the quantitie of Corne 
which he cannot buy at Amſterdam , and ſhall date the Letter, asif 
himſelfe had written the ſame. The FaQor of Danſicke doth preſent- 


ly performe the Commiſſion gigen him , and ſo the buſineſſe is ac- 
compliſhed. 
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A definition 
of a Letter of 
Arrurney,&c. 


compliſhed. But in this the confidence may bee as great , asin the 
making of Billes Obligatory:, and yet the aduenture- farre inferiour 
thereunto ; for ypon theſe Blankes, there is an Addition tothename, 
or a Precedence in words ; namely , Your louing friend, 4. B. &c. 
which is impertinent, and not to bee vſed in Billes of Debt. Herein 


we may conſider aneceffitieto giue Blankes, not only becauſe of the 


Maſters Credit requiſite z butalſo becauſe of the vacertaintic in the 
finding of the quantitic of Corne which was to be bought. 
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-Of Letters of Attorney, or Procurations and Tran- 
ſports, or Conueyances. 


>73 Letter of Attorney , is an Ac publikely done 
2.1] before a Notarie or Scriuenor, whereby one 
© man giucth power and authoritic of himſelfe 
& vnto another. man,, by way of Deputation to 
2) doe, execute, and performe for him any lawfull 
= thing, which he himſelfe ( being the Conſtitu- 
to 8 SP ant) might or may (aſwell preſent , as abſent ) 
doe, conclude, and determine inall cauſes Ciuile and Politike ; with 
weralſo to Subſtitute one or more perfons to doe the ſame vnder 
im,inthe ſaid firſt Conſtituants name ; and to fiveare in the ſoule of 
him, if cauſe ſo require : albeit the ſaid Letters of Attorney doe 
differ in the manner and forme, as well as in the Subſtance, which 
muſt be obſerued. They arecalled beyond the Seas Procurations, 
to procure or effect that which a man would haue commonly in an 
other place, and in matter of Authoritie for Law Cauſes, they goe 
one degree further than Lettersof Credit, becauſe the Law doth re- 
quire theſamezto the end that the Authoritie or Power of the partie 
Conſtituted,may publikely appeare : whercin a Letter Miſfiue is not 
ſufficient, as the ſame is in things concerning the ordinarie courſe of 


| Negotiations and dealings betweene Merchants,which by the Law- 


Precurations 
zrtcuocablc. 


merchant are of great validitic. 
Procurations generally , or for the moſt part , containe the word 
Irreuocable, implying that Power giuen ſhould endure for cuer, and 
ſoitis taken beyond the Seas. But by the Common Lay the words 
are vied, Pro forma, and a Procuration or Letter of Atturney, is re- 
uocableatall times , vnleſle it bee that the ſaid Letter of Arturney 
dog 


OY 


RES be 


Lex Mercatoria. 


_ — —— 


do containea Tranſportof ſome thing which is conueyed thereby : 
Asif a man do conftitute another for the recouering of certaine mo- 
neyes for the parties owne proper vſe,withour accounttobe rendred 
for the ſame,and the ſaid partic hath recoueredthe ſaid moneys by 
vertucof it. This Letter of Attorney cannor be revoked toany pur- 
poſe, the effe& being fully performed which was the cauſe thereof. 
Sobeyond the ſeas, if you make a Letter of Attorney to'a Procura- 
torin Law, to follow a cauſe for you in Law, although the ſame be 
made irreuocable, yet vpon good cauſe you may reuoke the fame, 
and appoint another to follow the cauſe : but it is cominonly done 
with leaue of the Court where the cauſe is conſiſting or depending, 
and becauſe the intimations and citations are to be done ar ſuch 
rimes as the cauſe may require, the nomination of forme place; as it 
weretochuſe a Domicilium muſt be done; but the power may be li- 
mited.An Attorney may haue authoritie to conuita man by law for 
therecouerie of money orgoods,and to proceed toexecution by im- 
priſoning of the Debtor , yet he ſhall haue no power to releaſe him 
out of priſon, without further authoritie ; ſoin the receining of goods 
or money, wherein cucrie man is to vic his diſcretion, as the cauſe 
may require. | | | 

A Merchant may alſo make a Letter of Attorney to a Notarie 
beyond the ſeas, and thereby to giue him power to make any inſinua- 
tion, or intimation,or proteſt,againſt any other Merchant chereyto 
ſerue him in all occaſions or occurrences concerning the -matter in 
queſtion. For a Procuration is beyond the ſeas of that validirie, that 
the partie who hath the ſame,and is the Procurator,is taken in law as 
abſolute as the Conſtituant, and many ſundrie proceedings may be 
vicd againſt him accordingly, by Citations, Intimations, Prorefts, 
Recoueries of goods deliuered formerly, and recalled backe againe, 
or the value thereof vpon any Attachments or Sequeſtrations, which 
cannot be done againſt a mans Factor or Seruant : thereforethey that 
haue Procurations are to be carefull of the diſpoſſeſfing of them- 
{elues of any goods,or moneys receiued, to be cleered by the Law, 
which happeneth commonly of goods taken ypon the ſeas,or ſeque- 
ſtred in any Harbour, by vertue of a Letter of Attorney or Procu- 
ration, 


Procurations 
with a limited 
power, 


A caucat for 
Procurators., 


The Ciuilians intreating of Procurations or Conſtitutions vnder The originall 
of Mandata, 


Titulas Mandati, haue well obſerued,that commandementshauetheir 
originall from friendſhip,or our of authoririeof oficeantplace,and 
that the ſame are diligently to be executed and kept : arid hereupor 
they haue alſonoted diuers queſtions and propofitions, Nos igitur pas- 
catrattabimus ad rem, de qua agitnr, pertinentia. ; 
A.B.willed C.D. his debtor topay vntoE.F.one hundred pounds 
which he did owe him,C.D.did not pay the ſaid money, but promi- 
ſed ro pay the ſame. Queritur whether C.D.hath performed the com- 
miſſion or commandement giuen him,and whether he bediſcharged 


of the debt;as alſo whether this order or commiſſion can be reuoked? 
A.B. 
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regarded, 


ons the will of 
the Conſtity- 


- A.B.owing the like ſutnmeto E.F: Herein C.D. hath norperformed 
his commiſſion, which was to pay, and not to promiſe the payment 
of the hundreth pounds; and therefore the ſaid Commiſſion might 
be reuoked,and C.D. wasnot diſcharged of the debt, for the marter 
was entire.and all entire Commiſhons arereuocable. Mandatamenin 
re imteara,rewcari poteſt,ey res eſt integra, && fi ſtipalatio promiſſioue inter- 
wenerit cum id non mandanerim. For if C.D. ſhould breake or become 
inſoluent,E.F. would come to A.B. his debtor, to haue fatisfa&tion 
for the ſaid money, and C.D.was not diſcharged of the debt owing 
vnto A.B.Burt if E.F. had taken his promiſe for patment, then ypon 
proofe made of it,the caſe is cleere. 

It is aqueſtion alſo, whether a Procurator hauing commiſſionto 
receive moneys which were owing or lent, and togiuean Acquir- 
-rance for the ſame ; and receiving the money withour making an Ac- 
quittance,haue performed his commiſhon : And the anſwere is, Thar 
he hathnor performed the ſame,becauſe he made no Acquittance,as 
he was willed todo, Aliud eſt enimrtonfeſſio, aliud numeratio. Albeir the 
Acquittance didnot concerne the Procurator, but thepartic who re- 
paied the money. 

Another caſe they handleat large, Eartholomew did make and con- 
ſtitute Nicholas to be his Procurator or Agent, in the buying of com- 
modities, to the value of fiue thouſand crownes, and he the Conſti- 
tuant tobe anſwerable forthe price and totall ſ\umme of flue thouſand 
crownes : and withall giuing full power and authoritie vnto the ſaid 
Nicholas, that his procuration ſhall be good andauaileable,during the 
liues of the honeſt perſons Gerome,ohn,and Axzell, of whom the ſaid 
Conſtituant had his Commiſhon, and thar they alſo together and 
apart i»/olidum ſhould be bound for the performance, and himſelfe 
alſo;Nichelzs the Procurator by the commiſſion of 1erome, 1obn, and 
Angell,as alſo of Bartholomew,cauſed by an Inſtr ument(or A palt be- 
fore a Notarie)the ſaid parties to be named inthe contraQ,and there- 
by bindeth them vnto Titus and Meine, for the commodities bought 
of them to the yalue or ſumme of fiue thouſand crownes. But Bartho- 
lomew is not named in thearticle wherby the other parties are bound 
in the couenanr; whereupon ſome would conclude, that for want of 
forme Bartholomew was not bound to the payment,although by com- 
miſſion of the other three he had conſtituted and made Nitholas to 


InProcurati- bethe Procurator. The rule in Law being, 2uod wna determinatio re- 
ſpiciens plura determinabilia, equaliter terminare debet, And herein is the 
ancis to be Intention: and will of all the contraRors more to be regarded than 


the conceitof words, which cauſeth Merchants to be accounted ca- 

uillors,and to loſe much of their credir and reputation. 
tis alſoa cuſtome amongſt Merchants, that if the Maſter (know- 
ing that his Procurator hath exceeded his Commiſſion)be ſilent, the 
ſame is taken for a conſent ; the rather becauſe Procurations (com- 
monly running in generall words,whereby Factors are direed) do 
comprehend all things which (of coutſc) are to be done touching 
| moneys 
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moneys or paiment of exchanges for moneys. 

The queſtion therefore to know whether a Procurator _ 
commiſſion to ſell commodities,or tolet them to hireata price)hat 
authoritie to receiue the money or hire,may be thought friuolus : 
for the buyer in matter of ſale of commodities in market ouert,hath 
no regard to the Procurations or Commithons giuento the ſeller of 
the ſaid commodities. | 

The like may be vnderſtood in this queſtion following, Whether 
a Merchant (ſelling Cloth vnto an Abbot to cloath his Friers or 
Monkes) ſhall not be ſatisfied and payed for his cloth,although the 
Abbot did diuert and imploy the ſame afterwards to another vie ? 
For the vſe is no matter tobe regarded by the Merchant, but the pay- 
ment of his Cloth.Ifa man buying Paper forthe printing ofa booke, 
doth not print the booke, and ſelleth the Paper vnto another Mer- 
chant ? that is no cauſe but he maſt pay for the Paper, whereof no 
man ought to make doubt, 


If a Merchant maketha Procurator, or by letters giueth credit to Doubrsin pro- 
negotiate ſome buſineſſe with another Merchant if this Merchant ©97*v0n*d 
do take exceprion to the procuration and letters, and maketh doubt proud &c. 


whether the partie that brought theſame be the right man ; the Pro- 
curator is not bound to make any further proofe , but the partie ex- 
cepring —_ him is to make good hisaſſertion, and to proue the 
ſame by the Law and Cuſtome of Merchants. 

Another queſtion is moued, whether a Merchant that hath com- 
miſſion to receiue a ſumme of money, and to pay the ſame vntoano- 
ther, and beſides topay the intereſt due vnto the partic to whom he 
paied that money, is bound to proue what intereſt he payed, and to 
whom he paied that intereſt or vſe money : it ſcemerh Prima fronte, 
that the Merchant is bound toname the partie to whom he paied the 
ſaidvſe money ; and yet there is doubt made whether he ſhould pay 
it without he were compelled thereunto as a thing vnlawfull ; and 
therefore the Commiſſion or Order the Merchant had, is not to be 
contradited,but muſt be allowed without any other proofe, for this 
queſtion is ſo reſolued by the Ciuilians, and where the proofe is not 
needfull, there the nomination of the perſons to whomit was paied 
is to nopurpoſe, according to the rule 2ui non tenetur probare,non tene- 
Jnr nominare. 


Ir is alſo worthie the obſervation, that generally all Ciuilians do Commiſſions 
concur in opinion, That when Merchants by their Letters or Com- fubicct wo Ar- 


miſſions vſe theſe or the like words , Let all things bee done as ſhall bee 
thought moſt expedient or conuenient, that the ſaid Commiſſions or 
Directions are to be left to the interpretation of Arbitrators when 
any queſtion ariſeth , which is alſo in many more queſtions concer- 
ning Merchants noted in moſt of their Law bookes : hereof we in- 
tend (God willing) to intreat more amply*in the next chapter con- 
cerning Factors and Seruants,and the Commiſſions giuen them,&c. 
The ordinarie rule of Procurations in things compleat and not 
Wa effected 


bitcarors, 


110 


Lax «Mereatoria. 
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Procurations 
eo continue 
afrer dearth Ko 


De Conflituto, 


cffeed, is vnderſtood toend with the death of the Maſter ar Mer- 
chantrhar giueth ſuch procurations, albeit there are many excepri- 
ans : for a Procuration may be made to endure after his death, which 
kind of Procurations the; Florentines and other natians confirme by 
their laſt wills & teſtaments,which ncuerthelesare to be ynderſtood 
that the ſtate of an heire be not impaired thereby, wherein the Law 
interpoſeth her authoritie. And for a generall rule in all perempto- 
rieand abſolute Procurations or Commiſſions, it muſt be knowne 
that the like aythoritie is vſcd to prevent many inconyeniencies, ha- 
uing a vigilant care that equitie be maintained. 

, Andthatall Merchants or Procurators for Merchants, are to ac- 
compliſh the lawfull Commiſſions giuen.them,and meanes thereun- 


to being prouided, orelſe toanſwere the damages which the parties 


ſhall receive by the default thereof. Thoſe therfore that without any 

Commiſhon do vndertake things which bring loſſes vnto the parties 

are much tobe blamed, and by a fuller meaſure to an{were for the 

ae, M to make by gaine a recompence for the loſſes,as accafion 
crueth. 

Some that haue written de Conſtituto haue moued queſtians, Whe- 
ther it be lawfull totake penalties or forfeitures, if the Conſtituanc 
do bind himſclfe to performe or elſe to looſe a certaine ſumme of 
money ? Others, whether a Commiſſian ſhall be executed byan or- 
dinarie meſſenger* Others, whether it bee conuenient to vſe the 
words , You ſhall giue him full credit and iraſt in what he bath under- 
taken to dee? How long the Commiſſions ſhall endure, if there 

be no time limited * and the like queſtions : which vpon due 

conſideration are eaſily reſolued,and (in my opinion)im- 
pertinent totrouble Merchants with them. Such 
only as arc materiall ſhall be handled 
in the following Chapter. 
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Of Faftors and Seruants , and Commiſsions giuen 
ronto them. 


H Edifferetce betweene a Factor and a Seruant con- 
ſiſteth chiefly in this, That a FaQtoris created by 
Merchants Letters, and taketh Salarie or prouifion 
of FaRoridge: But a Seruant or an Apprentiſe, is 
by his Maſter entertained, ſome receiuing wages 
yearely, and ſome others without wages. a Factor 
is bound to anſwere the loſſe which happeneth by ouerpaſling or ex- 
ceeding his Commitfon , whereas a Seruant is not, bur may incurre 
his Maſters diſpleaſure.For albeit thatthe Spaniſh Prouerbe is Quier 
Paſſa comiſsion, pierde Pronifion, that hee that exceedeth his Commil- 
fion ſhall loſe his FaRtoridge. The caſe is altered long fince by the Aeon of 
Cuſtome of Merchants, andnow'it is £# belca 1o-paga, his purſe doth R_—_— __ 
pay forit . Factors therefore muſt bee very carcfull, to follow the 
Commiſſions giuen them very orderly and punctually ;and becauſe 
Merchants are not able to-preſcribe euerie thing, ſo exatly vnto 
their Factors as is conuenient, © behooueth them to: make good 
choice of the perſons which rhey. doe imploy,for theirwelfare de- 
pendeth vpon Trafhcke , otherwiſe, the Factorgrowethrich and the 
Merchant poore, becaule his gaine of Factoridgeis certaine, howſo- 
euer the ſucceſſe of Merchants imployment dothprooue. But hauing 
a good Factor, which word( Good) implyeth all and-morethan an 
honeſt Fator , who may bee honeſt and nevertheleſſe ſimple in his 
proceedings, and others alſo may be wiſe and not honeſt. This Good 
Faftor therefore may bee truſted, and all Commiſſions giuenvnto AmpleCom- 
him may be ample, with addition of theſe words, Diſpoſe,doe,ty deale — 
therein as if it were your owne;& this being ſo found;the FaRtor is to be 
excuſed, although ir ſhould turne to loſſe, becauſe it is intended hee 
did it for the beſt according to his diſcretion, which is and-oughr to 
be the trueſt direor,making a conſcience toſee their Maſters loſle, 
if they can preuent it : but being limited tothe contrarie; they can 
bur grieue, when their counſell and aduice dothnot take place,cither 
inthe ſelling of commodities in time, foreſeeinga greater loſſe, or 
buying ſome commodities deere over haſtily., as alſo.in keeping a 
commoditie without purloyning the fame; ſometimes vpona paſſic- A Paſſionate 
nate humour, as a Merchant of Amſterdam did of late 'yeares to ©om=ithon. 
L 2 his 
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his Fator in London, for being a loſer by ſome Spaniſh Wines, by 
writing intheſe words, My will is that ypon the receit of this my 
i. Letter, you goetothenext Ironmonger and buy a Hammer, and run 
| into the Sellor, and ſtrike out the heads of all the Butts of Wine,and 
a. let itrun into the Sellors : For ſeeing the deuill hath eaten the horſe, 
let him hauethe bridletoo, The FaRor did herein vic his diſcretion 
and kept the Wines, which he afterwards ſold to benefit, for he re- 

membred that loſers hauc leaue to ſpeake. 
Differenceby Factors doe deale moſt commonly for divers men, and every man 
Lawberweeve heareth the hazard of their ations ; but if a Seruant doe deale for 
eSeruant. Others by his Maſters diretion, and they breake, the Seruant can be 
no loſer, for hee is taken to haue no other credit but his Maſters, 
which 1s the'*cauſe that Intimations, Citations, Attachments, and 
other lawfull courſes are executed againſt Seruants,and take no place 
againſt Factors vnleſſe they haue Procurations . Now let vs ſer 


downe ſuch obſeruations as Fators ought to know, 
Obſernations concerning Factors. 


JF a Factor do ſell at onetime vnto one man ſeuerall parcells of 
commodities or goods belonging to divers mens accounts, tobe 
\ o_ iointly in one or more paiments, without any diſtintion made 
y the buyer for what parcelshe paycth any ſumme in part of pay- 
ment of theſaid debt,weekely or monethly,as ſhop-keepers do;then 
Commodities js the ſaid FaRor to make a proportionable diſtribution of the mo- 
Rought «nd neys ſo receiued vpon euerie mans account, according to the ſumme 
that euerie mans parcell did amount vnto, vnrill all be paied : and if 
a doth happen, or thar all be not paicd, the ſaid loſſe is to be 
iſtributed vponeuerie mans account accordingly. 

If a Fatordoſell afterwards more goods to the ſaid man, or any 
other who is alreadic indebted for orher commodities formerly 
bought, as aforeſaid, bee it for his owne account, or other mens ac- 
counts, and in the Interim receiue ſome more monycs in part of pay- 
ment and account betweene them ; then is the ſaid Fator to diſtri- 
bure the ſaid monyes as before,vntil the ſaid old and precedent debt 
be firſt payed, vnleſſe there were cauſe of controuerſie for them, or 
that the payment were indorſed vpon the Bill made for the later 

oods ſold ynto that man : for that Bill may. bee transferred or 
Timer vnto another man, and ſo isnot hee the receiuer of that mo- 
ney, but the other man. 

If a FaQtor doe ſell goods toanother man payable at time for his 
owne account, and rceiueth the money for the ſame at the time of 
payment, and in the meane time letteth other mens monyes remaine 
in that mans hands vnpayed, for goods by him formerly ſold ; this - 
FaRtor is tobean{werable for that moncy vnto thoſe other men, al- 

"li though hee ſhould neuer recouer one penny of it. For hee cannot 
| ( withoutfraud ) beare with the non-payment of other mens —_—_ 
ter 


—_ 
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after they be due, and procure the payment of his owne money, to 
another mans loſſe and preiudice. 

In like caſe, if a Faor doe ſell ynto a man certaine goods of an- 
other mans account , either by it ſelfe or amongſt other parcells, 
and this FaRtor giueth not aduice to the owner or proprietaric 
of the ſale of the ſaid goods, but afterwards ( hwwing had more 
dealings with that man in ſelling of goods and receiuing of mo- 
nyes) this man becommeth inſoluent ; The Factor is to make good 
that debt for the ſaid goods ſo ſold , becauſe hee gauenoaduice to 
the owner of the ſale of the ſaid goods at conuenient time , euen 
as if he had fold thoſe goods vntoa man contrarie to the Commil- 
fion giuen vnto him; for the Salarie of FaRoridge bindeth him 
thereunto. 

If a Fator by order or Commiſſion of a Merchant, doe buy 
any Commodities aboue the price limited vnto him by the ſaid 
Merchant, or that they bee not of that ſort, goodneſſe, or kind, as 
he is willedto doe : This Factor is to keepe the ſame for his owne 
account, and the Merchant may diſclaime the buying of them. 
The like hee may doe, if the Factor ( hauing bought a commoditie 
accordingto his Commiſſion ) doe ſhip the ſame for another place 
than he hath Commiſſion to doe, 

If a Fator doe ſell a commoditie vnder the price limited vnto 
him ; he is to make good the loſſe or difference of the price, vnleſle 
he can giue a ſufficient reaſon of his doing ſo : wherein heeis to con- 
fiderthe diſpoſition of the Merchant for whom hee dealeth, as is 
before zoind. 

Ifa Factor buy commodities according to his Commiſſion, and 
afterwards the price of them riſeth, and thereupon (fraudulently » 
hee ladeth them for another place, contrarie to his Commiſſion, to 
take the benefit thereof : in this caſe the Merchant ſhall recouer 
damages againſt the Factor by the Cuſtome of Merchants , ypon 
proofe made thereof, 

If a FaQtor, by the aduice of a Merchant, doe buy a commoditie 
for that Merchants account, with the ſaid Merchants mony,or by his 
credit ; and the FaQor giueth no aduice of the buying of it tothe 
faid Merchant, but doth ſell the fame againe for his owne bene- 
fit and gaine : the Merchant ſhall recouer this benefit of the ſaid 
Fadtor, by the Office of Prior and Conſulls, according to the Cu- 
ſtome of Merchants, and ſhall be moreouer amerced for his fraud. 

If the FaRtor do ſell another mans commoditie toa man diſcre- 
dited, who cannot vſually ( as before) buy commodirics at the or- 
dinarie price as other men, and it falleth out that this man breaketh , 
the FaQor ſhall pay for the faid goods, as ſhall be thoughrthey were 
worth , vnlefſe hee can proouethat hee was ignorant of the parties 
weake eſtate and credit, or that hee ſold him goods of his owne ac- 
count alſo, .which argueth plaine dealing , or that hee had Com- 


miſſion of the orher man to deale for him , as if it were for his 
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Bills of Debt, 


Cuſtomes, 


Prohibited 
commodities» 


Monyes. 


owne proper goods, as hath beene declared. And yet in this caſe 
hee cannot barter any of the ſaid commoditics for other commo- 
dities , but hee muſt haue cxpreſſe commiſſion and: order for it 
from the Merchant ; neither can hee transferre or ſet, ouer any 
Bills Obligatorie in nature before declared : For albeit this manner 
of Commiſſions giuen to Factors is very large,yet it containeth cer- 
taine reſtrictions and limitations, in cuery Merchants vnderſtanding, 

If a Factor ſhall by a falſe Entrie in the Cuſtome houſe , e1- 
ther vnawares orof purpoſe, conceale part of the Cuſtome with- 
out conſent or priuitic of the Merchant , whereby: the goods be- 
come forfeited to the Prince ; the ſaid Factor ſhall beare the lofſe of 
them, and anſwere the value thereot vnto the Merchant, as they did 
coſt, if it be for goods to be tranſported ; oras they might haue been 
ſold, if it be for goods tobe imported. 

If a Fator or Merchant,doe colour the goods of Merchant Stran- 
eers in paying but Engliſh Cuſtomes, ( although he did beare the ad- 
uenture of the Seas for the ſaid goods) he runneth intoa Premunire, 
and forfeiteth all his goods vnto the King,and his bodie to perpetuall 
impriſonment, | 

IF a FaQor, by a Letter of aduice, or by an Inuoyce of commodi- 
ties which the Merchant ſendeth, doe make a ſhort entric into the 
Cuſtome houſe, the goods not entred ſhall be loſt, but the Factor 
cannot be charged with the ſame. | 

If a Factor make returne vnto a Merchant for the prouenne of his 
commodities ſold, in prohibited goods which may not be exported, 
and haueno Commiſſion from the Merchant to doe the ſame ; hee 
ſhall beare the loſle of thoſe goods, if they be ſeized vpon for the 
King,or taken as forfeited : But if it be vpon commodities to bee im- 
ported, the FaRtor is inno fault ; howbcit hee ought to giue aduice 
vnto the Merchant, what commodities are forbidden to bee impor- 
ted, or exported,according to the pleaſure of Princes, which are ab- 
ſolute gouernours in their Hauens, Harbours, Ports, or Creckes. 

If a Fator commit any valawfull A, by the direRion of the 
Merchant, be it for the tranſportation of Gold or Siluer into the 
parts beyond the Seas, or otherwiſe ; andif ithappen thereupon that 


_ the ſame bee taken, the Merchant beareth. the loſle : and yetthe 


FaRoris ſubiett to pay treble damages by the Law, if it be follewed 
within the yeare ; or may bee fined for the ſame in the Starcham- 
ber, although it be many yeares after. 

If a Fator doe pay money for a Merchant ( without Commiſſion) 
to another man, it is at his apperill toanſwere for it. Andif hee de- 
liver other mens money at intereſt, and rake more than the tollerati- 
on of the Statute ( which is ten in the hundreth by the yeare)where- 
by the ſaid Statute againſt Vſurieraketh hold of him, and the money 
is loſt; the ſaid FaRtor is to be charged therewith, and to make good 
the money vnto the Merchant. | 


If a FaRtor(hauing receiued other mens goods or monyes into his 


cuſtodie) 
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cuſtodie) berobbed of the ſaid goods and moneys, he is to beare the 7.9 goo, | 


lofſe, and to make good the ſame to the Merchant : But not incaſe 
where the vnmercifull Elements of Fire and Water ſhall deſtroy 
| the ſaid goods or moneys, or where a Towne is facked or pil. 
led ; which is alwaics to bee borne by the owner or proprietarie 
of the ſame. 


If a FaQtor buy a commoditic,which afterwards becommeth dam- Damnifed 
nifiedby ſome accident or caſualtie, whereby the Merchant (for Commodities, 


whoſe account he bought the ſame) becommeth a looſer; that Fa- 
or is not to be charged with any part of the loſle : Bur if the 
commodities were damnified before, then he is to beare ſome- part 
of the loſſe,although it happened to be knowne afrerwards.A Fator 
bought for a Merchant of Amſterdam one hundreth tunnes of Al- 
lomes, which came from Ciuita Vecchia, laden with ſome Candia 
Oyle, whereof ſome part was ſpilled vpon the ſaid Allome; after- 
wards the ſame being mingled together, was ſold and tranſported 
to Amſterdam, and there ſold to the dyers of Harlem, Amſterdam, 
and Rotcrdam , who vſing the ſame, found their cloth ſtained in di- 
uers places ; (for where the oyle touched, there the colour could not 
take)ſo that they becamegreat looſers,as appeared by diuers teſtimo- 
nials. The Factor did thereupon demaund reparation of damages of 
him who ſold him the allome , and the Merchant did the like of the 
Factor,for there was aboue 300 ® loſt : whereupon the marter was 
much debated amongſt Merchants both here and beyond the ſeas, 


and they did deliuer their Parecer or opinions in writing, and being ,,- 


found that the Factor had knowledge that ſomeoyle had bin ſpilled 
ypon the allome,and neuertheles bought the ſame, he was adiudged 
by the ſentence of Merchants, to pay the one halfe of the ſaid loſle, 
and the other halfe was borne betweene thedyers and the Merchant 
of Amſterdam : and he that ſold the allomes, was cleered and fully 
paicd ; ſothat intheſe caſes the circumſtances and accidents are to be 


p, 


conſidered. 


e Parecer of 
ts, 


If a Factor do receiue money for other mens accounts, which af- Loſe by 
terwards are decried, or ſome loſſe doth happen by exchanging the =9n<y+ 


ſame, be it ypon Copper.moneys, or light Gold taken for mer- 
chandiſes ſold , cuerie man is to beare that loſſe proportionably 
according to his ſumme, and the Factor is toſuſtaine no damage 
thereby,vnleſſe it were for falſe coine by him receiued, which he 1s 
bound to know. 


If a FaQtor bee required by a Merchants Letter of Credit, tO renersof 
glue credit vnto others , hee muſt looke verie preciſely to ob- Credir. 


{erue the ſame accordingly ; which Letters of Credit are either 

ample, or reſtrained to certaine conditions and limitation of rime, 

_—y perſons, ſummes , and many other circumſtances : if they 

ce ample, then is it dangerous for the giuer of the faid Letters 

of Credit, and may alſo procure a loſſe to fall ypon: the Factor; 

wherein conſideration muft bee had both wayes. - Suppoſe A. - 
0 
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of London , writeth his Letter vnto C. D. of Antuerp in theſe 
words ; If E. F. of Amſterdam , or any other of my friends there, draw 
by exchange pon you any Summes of money , it may pleaſe you to follow 
bis and my friends order : 1 will be your warrant for all, and baue a care 
that all ſhall be accompliſhed orderly. C.D. of Antuerp the Factor in this 


Exchange and caſe, doth accept from time to time many Billes of Exchanges, and 


c& 


Limitation of 
Letrers of 
Credit, 


The Efficient 
Cauſe alwaies 
to be regarded 


payed them accordingly,and taketh vp the mony(by the diretion of 
E.F.of Amſterdam) tor Spaine and other places ; and ſo continueth 
che ſame fora long time,by way of rechange from one place to ano- 
ther,vpon the ſaid credit of A;B.of London. Ar laſt this Fator.C.D. 
becommeth ſuſpitious,becauſe of this long continuance of mony by 
exchange and rechange,and writeth vntothe ſaid A.B.of London,to 
know whetherhe is contented to continue his former c1edit by him 
viven toE, F, of Amſterdam ? A.B. continueth the ſame, but with 
a limitation to a certaine ſumme, not knowing what ſumme of mo- 
ney the ſaid C.D. was engaged for the ſaid E. F. of Amſterdam , for 
C.D. gaue himnonotice of itat that time : hereupon it falleth our, 
that E.F.of Amſterdam becometh inſoluent,and being much indeb- 
ted vnto C.D.the FaQtor of Antuerpe ; this Factor requireth his ſa- 
tisfaion at the hands of A.B. of London, according tothe former 
Letter of Credit. A.B.doth anſwere, That he had reſtrained and limi- 
ted the ſaid Credit toacertaine ſumme, which indeed did cut off all 
former matters,ſeeing.C.D. gaue him no notice of the moneys ow- 
ing before, and A.B.was onely toanſwere fot the money which was 
taken'vp by the ſecond Letter of Credit, according to the ſumme 
limited, otherwiſe A. B. had beene cleered of all. Burt if C.D. did 
continue thoſe monyes by exchange and 'rechange, vpon the credir 
of A. B, and the Factor ( with whom hee had correſpondence ) doth 
become inſoluent,and thereby C.D.the Fator is damnihed and pay- 
eth the monyes running by exchange, or is bound to pay the ſame : 
This FaQtor is to be ſaued harmeleſſe by A. B. becauſe hee tooke vp 
or cauſed to be taken vp,the ſaid monyes originally : So that his Cre- 
dit was the Efficient Cauſe of it , and the Factor is to bee regarded 
herein, in all reaſon. 

If a FaQor doe accept Billes of Exchanges of a Merchant, 
with order to Rechange the ſame againe vpon him , or to take 
it vp by exchange foranother place or places, where he the ſaid 
Factor ſhall find it to be for the moſt benefit of the Merchant : 
if this Factor take vp the ſame according to his beſt skill and know- 
ledge, althoughit be found contrarie tothe Merchants intention, 
the Factor is not to be charged, and the Merchant is to ſaue him 
harmeleſſe for the principall, with exchange, rechange, and all 
charges of factoridge. 

If a Fator do make ouer money for another mans account by ex- 
change vnto another man or Merchant, before he hauec notice that 
this Merchantis broken, and the Bills of Exchange arenot due : this 
FaQtor hathauthoritie to countermaund the payment of this money, 

although 
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although the partic (vpon whom the Bill of Exchange is direed) 
had accepted the ſame. And if the ſaid partic ſhould pay the ſame 
before it was due, he is to repaie the ſame againe to the ſaid Fator,as 
having paicd it in his owne wrong, contrarie to the cuſtome of Mer- 
chants in exchanges. 


If a FaRtor do fraight a ſhip for ſome voyagetobe made,goingand Fraightingof 
comming,for a Merchants account,and by his Commiſhon or order, *'P% 


wherofa charterpartie of fraightment is made by Indenturebetween 
him and the Maſter of the ſhip ; this Factor is liable tor the perfor- 
mance thereof, and to pay the fraight and all things accordingly. But 
if the ſhip be only fraighted outwards,and the Factor ladeth the fame 
with ſome goods, then theſe goodsarc lyable for the fraight, and the 
Maſter can demaund nothing of the Facdor by the charterpartie, but 
muſt looke to be paied by the partie that receiueth the goods, accor- 


ding to the Bill of lading , whereby it is conditioned, thar the fraight Billsof lading; 


ſhall be paied yponthe reccit of the ſaid goods. And ſo is italſoif 
a ſhip be fraighted to goto diuers parts, as it were bound from one 
place to another, and to be frec inthe laſt place of his diſcharge : 
for the Maſter muſt ſtill haue an eye to be ſecured by goods, vnleſſe 
there were an expreſſe Condition made in the charterpartie, to the 
contrarie,or that the ſhip were fraighted by the Great for a certaine 
ſumme of money to be paied by an agreement. | 

If a Factor do fraight a ſhip for another man, or for his owne ac- 
count, and when it commeth to the place appointed to vnlade,there 
areno goods to relade the ſame, or there wanteth money forthe la+ 
ding thereof; if the Maſter doe not ſtay out. all his daies of demou- 


rer agreed ypon by the charterpartie of fraightment,and makea pro- 1ading. 


teſt againſtthe partie(that he was conſigned vnto) to giue him his la- 
ding within that time, byr commeth away before that rime be ex- 
pired,and although he maketh a proteſt, for that he is not laden : yet 
the FaRor is to pay him no fraight ar all, vnleſſe (for the fraight out- 
wards)it were conditioned by the charterpartie.Butif the Maſter do 
ſtay out his time,then the FaRtor is toanſwerethe fraight, although 
the Maſter had laden his ſhip with Salt for his owne account : for if 
the ſaid ſhip had bin laden only with Salt by the Merchant, whichCit 
may be) would not pay halfe the fraight,yet the Factor or Merchant 


__ at their pleaſure abandon the famero the Maſter for his fraight, 
and the Maſter can demaund no more of the Faor by the charter- abandoned for 
artie. But if the Maſter do take in Salt, and laderh his ſhip by *<fraghr. 


is owne meanes,beforethe daics of demourer arcexpired,and that 
by ſome condition made with the FaRtor,he may claime fraight', 
then the FaRor is to haue the benefit of the Salt in defalcation of the 
laid fraight. 

If a FaRtor do fraight aſhip for a Merchant, and afterwards the 
ſaid ſhip is taken to ſerue the king for ſome few daies,within the time 
agreed ypon forthe lading ; and hereupon the Merchant diſclaimeth 
the fraighting of the ſaid ſhip albeit the FaRor did proceede to _ 

| tac 
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the ſame : In this caſe the Factor isnot to beare any loſſe; but what 
damage ſhall be adiudged tothe Maſter, the Merchant is to ſaue the 
Factor harmeleſle of it. © 
If a Factor do hire a ſhip by the moneth for another Merchant, or 
for his owne account,and ladeth the ſame being readie to deparr, af- 
terwards the king maketh a generall Embargo or reſtraint vpon all 
ſhips for atime ; the Maſter cannot demaund any fraightof the Fa- 
or for and during the ſaid time of arreſt. And if the ſhip be vnladen 
againe, and employed in the kings ſcruice, the FaGtor is free of all 
agreements or couenants with the Maſter. 
Money given Tf a Factor do recciuea ſumme of money of the owners of a ſhip, 
for fraightin$+ ;n confideration that hefraighteth the ſaid ſhip for a voyage, promi- 
ſing to repay the ſaid moneyar thereturne of the ſaid voyage : if the 
faid Factor haue fraighted this ſhip for another mans account, this 
Merchant is to haue the benefit of this money during the time, and 
if the FaQor conceale the ſame, he is to repaire the damage thereof , 
which is to be conſidered both for the intereſt, and aduenture of the 
ſeas, for the ſaid owners beare the ſame : and it is ſuppoſed that the 
Merchant would haue afſured ſomuch the leſſe, or (by imploying 
that money towards the lading of the ſhip ) he ſhould disburſe (o 
much money lefſe to make the ſaid voyage, and it may be thought, 
that in regard of that money,the fraight is made the greater,whereof 
the ſaid owners of the ſhip haue had a conſideration by disburſing 
the ſame. 
afurance, If a FaQtor be required to make aſſurance for a Merchant ypon a 
ſhip or goods laden fora certaine voyage, and haue moneys in his 
+ hands topay forthe Premio or the price of aſſurance , and this Fator 
doth negle& the ſame, and giueth no notice of it to the Merchant, 
 whomighthaue madeaſſurance in another place zand the ſaid ſhipor 
goods do periſh at the ſeas : this Factor is to anſwere the damage,vn- 
leſſe he can giue ſome ſufficient reaſon for the non-performance of 
the ſaid order or Commiſſion, 
Compoſition = Tf a FaQtor hauing made aſſurance vpon goods laden, which after- 
made wichour wards are taken by the enemie, makethany compoſition with the aſ- 
_ ſurers for the ſame, without order or Commiſſion for it; heistoan- 
ſwerethe whole aſſurance to the Merchant . A Merchantcauſed a 
ſhip to be fraighted and laden with commodities for Conſtantinople 
by a Fator of London, himſelfe dwelling at Antuerpe, and being a 
ſubic to the king of Spaine in the late warres, cauſed 2000 ® tobe 
aſſured at London vypon the ſaid goods, the ſhip and goods was ta- 
ken by the Gallies of Sicilia and brought to Palermo, where it was 
proued thatthe goods did appertaine rothe King of Spaine his ſub- 
iects ; but that there was 2000 ® aſſuredat London by Engliſh Mer- 
chants, (theirenemies in thoſe daies) pretending thereupon to take 
the ſaid goods for forfeited, or ſo much of them as ſhould amount to 
the ſummeſo aſſured, Hereupon the Afſurers (having intimation 
from the Factor of it) defired to make ſome com poſition to auoid 
| that 
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that danger, whereby the goods alſa might bee ſooner cleered, and 
the poſſefſion obtained for the ownerand proprietarie thereof,which 
was the Merchant of Antuerp , wherein expedition was required : 
The Far ( in regard of the ſaid expedition )did not ſtay to receiue 
an anſwere from the Merchant what hee ſhould doe, but maketha 
compoſition with the afſurors , for 60 pound for the hundreth 
pound, to be payed inſtantly . The goods were atterwardsall reco- 
uered , whereof ſo much as had beene affixed , was rmeny relin- 
quiſhed to the afſurors , for the Merchant would not condeſcend to 
make any compoſition with the aſſurors: So that the Factor did beare 
the aduenture toloſe 2000 ®, for ſome 1200 #® which hee had re- 
ceiued, if the goods had not beenerecouered ; and therefore the ſaid 
Factor tooke to himſelfe the benefit of this compaition , by the ad- 
uice of the experienced Merchants. 

If a Factor by errour of account doc wrong ynto a Merchant, hee Accounts, 
is to amendand to make good the ſame, not onely for the principall, 
bur alſo with the intereſt for the time. So on the contrarie, if a 
Factor for his owne wrong, haue forgotten to charge the Merchants 
account, with ſome parcells payed out for him, or made guer by ex- 
change ; the Merchant is to anſwere for it with intereſt for the time. 
 Intheſeprecedentobſeruations, are compriſedall other calesof dit- 

ferences which may happen betweene Factors and Merchants. 
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Can? .XVIk 
Of the beginning of Sea Lawes. 


fg Auing in the former Chapters methodically in- 

treated ( asalſo inthis hitherto ) of thematters 
D.. therein intended,neuertheleſſe according ta the 
Contents of them, the matter being of ſeucrall 
af natures runneth promiſcuouſly , but jn the end 
P will performe the worke.For as the roundneſſe 
A: of the Globe of the world is compounded of 

”: the Waters gnd the Earth : So this worke of 

the Law-merchant cannot be complear, without the Sea Lawes; ſo 
called ( Lawes ) becauſe they are written and knowne ; far without 
Nauigation, Commerce is of ſmall moment, ſo that the Land affaires 
ſhall be intermixed with Sea-faring matters accordingly. 

Some docattribute the firſt making of Sea Lawes, to the Pheni- 


_ ciansand Carthaginians, becauſe Plinie doth aſcribe the Art of al 
ing 
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ling vnto them. But by the moſt ancient Records, the Beginning muſt 
Rhodian Law. be from the inhabitants of the Iſland of Rhodes, ſcituated within the 
"Mediterranean Sea, who were moſt famous for ſhipping and ſayling, 
( as Strabo hath written ) and ſurpaſſing all Nations in knowledge of 
equitie in Maritime cauſes : and the Mediterranean Sea was for Th 
one thouſand yeares onely ruled by their Law, called the Rhodian 
Law, although augmented with ſome additions of the Romanes. At 
laſt( as ſome have recorded) when all ſorts of Lawes, by the euer- 
fion and lacerating of the Romane Empire were in a manner buried, 
the Rulers of Rome in the yeare 1075 made new Sea Lawes and 
Statutes, and ſodid euery chiefe Seafaring Towne vpon the ſaid Me- 
diterrancan Coaſt, adding thereunto other ordinances. So did they 
of Marſeilles, in theyeare 1162 ; Genoa in the yeare 1186; they 
of Peloponeſſus. called Morea,in the yeare 1200 ; the Venetians, in 
the yeare 1262 ; Conſtantine 1270 ; James King of _ the ſaid 
yearc ; Peter King of Arragon 1 340 ; and they of Barſelona 14 3 : 
Which Lawes are colle&ed and extant vntill this day . Bur on the 
TheLawof great Ocean Seas, the firſt Lawes were made by the inhabitants of 
_ the Iſland of Oleron,ſcituate on the Sea-coaſt of France neere Saint 
Martin de Rea, againſt the Riuer of Charante, which was called Ze 
Roll 4 Oleron : by which the controuerfies on that Coaſt were deter- 
mined, and the ſaid Lawes were afterwards diſperſed and brought 
invſe in England and the Low Countries ; whereupon diuers Sta- 
tutes both in England and Scotland haue been enacted for Sea-faring 
buſineſſe ; and in like manner diuers ordinances in the Low Coun- 
tries, eſpecially ſince their fiſhing trade began. 

Edwardthethird , King of England, cauſed (with the aduice of 
diuers men of knowſedge and experience in Maritime cauſes ) divers 
Admirakie Articles to be ſet downe, and theſe were enrolled and obeyed for the 
Courtin  gouernement of the Admirall Court : and the French King, Joh, 

* « madehis ContraQts with King Edward accordingly , concerning the 

fiſhing trade, as by the Records extant in the Tower of London, 
( where I haue ſecne them ) may appeare. 

Francis the French King, and Heyriethe third of France, haue made 
ſome Statute Lawes concerning the Courts of Admiraltie ; but the 
ſubſtance of all doth concurre and agree with the Lawes of Oleron, 
whereof weſhall intrcat more hereafter, 

Fredericke the ſecond, King of Denmarke, at a Parliament holden 
at Coppenhanen in the yeare 1561, hathabridged,asalſo ſetdowne 
certaine AQtsor Statutes for the ruling of Sea matters, but for the 

. moſt pare agreeing alſo with theſajd Lawes of Oleron ,; which you 
ſhall find in this Treatiſe ſer downe vpon euery occaſion offered vnto 
me, to make application of them in the Chapters following. 


— 
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Of the manner of Proceedings in Sea-faring Cauſes« 


= ,Ll controuerſies and differences of Sea-faring 
\/®, TJ Actions, or Maritime Cauſes, ought to be dect- 
© ded according to the Sea Lawes , which tooke 
2D their beginning from Cuſtomes and obſeruati- 
ons ; and from them is the interpretation of the 
ſaid Law to be taken : and if any Caſe ſhall fall 
EVR out that was not knowne before, neither writ- 
ten downe and authoriſed as a Law, then the ſame is to bee determi- 
ned by the Indge,with the opinion of men of experience and know- 
ledgein the ſaid Sea-faring cauſes . And herein isall conuenient ex- 
pedition required, that the matter may be ſummarily and briefly de- 
termined,eſpecially in caſe of ſhipwracke z wherein delayes or pro- 
, trations in pron is a crueltie tovex ſuchafflicted perſons. 

Therefore to preuent appellations, preſent execution and reſtitu- 
tion of goods is vied in cauſes of ſpoyle, vpon caution firſt found 
by the ſpoyled, to fatisfic the condemnation to the Iudge ,if there 
bee iuſt cauſe found of appellation zand to this end alſo it is it- 
ted that witneſſes of the ſame Ship may be examined, although the 
aduerſe partie bee not called thereunto, Merchants and Marriners 
fayling together in one Ship , may beare witneſle each to other, 
and Marriners againſt the Maſter when they are free and out of his 
command. 

The plaintife is to find ſuerties topay coſts and damages, if he doe 
faile in his proofe ; and the defendant is to be put in caution toſati(- 
fie the ſentence, Indicio ciſti Or iudicatum ſolus. 

If thedefendant doe ſtand out, or commit a comtempt by not ap- 
pearing for to defend himſeclfe or his Ship,or things challenged, he 
Iudge of the Admiraltie may (after foure defaults entred ) deliver 
the poſſeſſion of the ſaid Ship orany other thing, or part thereof, to 
the plaintife, putting in ſureties for one yeare and a day : and if the 
partieappeare not within that time, then the propertic is finally ad- 
wdged to the plaintife . And if hedocappeare within the ime, offe- 
ring to pay the expences, and putting in caution to obey and per- 
forme the definitiue ſentence, he ſhall be admitted. But this caution 
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or ſuerties are lyable abſolutely for all from the beginning, and can- 
Difference be- not be diſcharged , asa Baile may beat the common Law , bringing 
eweene carr” inthe partie at conuenient time. Summons and Citations are not 
miralcic, and needfull, where the ſhip or goods in queſtion arc forthcomming , 


_ I cM but may be done in the ſame place where it lyeth, or the goodsare 


of Eggland. found. 
If any man bearreſted or troubled for the like matters , he is pre- 


ſently ro be diſcharged vpon ſuerties, and eſpecially Marriners, be- - 
cauſe they ſhall notbe hindered of their voyage ; which he may doe 
with ſo much goods. or the value thereof, as he hath within ſhip- 
boord, at the Iudges diſcretion : for it is intended that otherwiſe 
trafficke and commerce is interrupted. 


Can?r. XIX. 
Of Buying and Selling of Commodities by Contratts. 


HE buying and ſelling of commodities by con- 
tratts, may bee diſtinguiſhed three manner of 
ay Wayecs, namely, Regall, Notariall, and Verball. 
_ oo * The Regall contrafts, are made betweene 
_ and _—_— - —_ ner 
the Kings of Po to be ca oyall Mer- 
| mw chants. For ks the Venninne had the 
Regallcon- trade for Spices and other commodities of the Eaſt Indies ; the Por- 
called tugalls vpon the diſcoucrie of thoſe parts by Nauigation, did be- 
295 Solemne, TEaue the Venetians of that trade, as ( by the reuolutions of time ) 
other Nations taue almoſt compaſſed that trade of Spices, and taken 
the ſamefrom the Portugalls . The Kings of Portugall had alwayes 
the one moitic of the Pepperby way of contract, and for that they 
would contra againe with the Germaines, or other principall Mer- 
chants of other Nationsand of their owne, todeliuer theſame vp- 
ona price agreed , vpon the arriuall of the Carrackes at Lix- 
borne, according vnto which it was ſold againe with reputation 
to other Merchants, and diſperſed into divers countries ; and ſo 
- was italſo done for Cloues and Mace, and ſometimes for Indi- 
co, and the payments were made by affignation in the Bankes of 
Madrill, Lyons and Bizanſon , and ſometimes at Florence and 
other places ; hereupon was the ContraRion-houſe at Lixborne 
erected and named accordingly , where the ſaid Spices and com- 

modities are broughtand ſold againe. 


Such 
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Suchare the contrats which the King of Spaine doth make with 
Merchants for the prouiſion of Corne for his rownes in Atrica vp- 
on the coaſts of Barbarie, as Ceuta, Molegam, Tangere, and other 
places, the paiment whereof hath beene madeagaine by Pepper vp- 
on ſomeeſpeciall contract, and the Merchants haue thereupon alſo 
made other contrafts with Merchants of the Low-countries to de- 
liver them thar Pepper at Amſterdam,and totake Corne in paiment: 
But the caſeis ſince altered by the incorporating of the Eaſt-India 
trade. 

Such were the contrats made by the French king Henrie the 
third, with the great Merchants of Irtalie, called Ze graund partie,for 
Salt, which they by authoritie did ingroſſe for the king, and brought 
alſo-from other countries by ſole permiſſion, cauſing cuerie houſe- 
hold in all France to take a proportion yearely, or to pay for it 
whether they had occaſion to viſe it or not,which was an Italian in- 
uention;and for this they paied by contract vnto the king ſix hundred 
wow pounds ſterling (being two millions of French Crownes) 

earcly. 

: Such were the contracts which Quecne Elzzabeth of bleſſed me- 
morie, made with Merchants of London, for the prouiſton of vi- 
Ruals and apparrell for the ſouldiours in Ircland during the Jate 
warres with the Earle Tirone, which did amount to vcrie great 
ſummes of money , -infomuch that the ſeuerall contraQts for ap- 
parrell came to ninetic fixe thouſand ſuits of apparrell, as I haue 
ſeene by the Records and Accounts extant in his maieſties.Court 
of Exchequer. All theſe and ſuchlike contracts are made by com- 
miſſions granted for that purpoſe to ſome great officers of the king - 
dome, who haue thereby authoritic to contract for the ſame with 
Merchants or others. 


Notariall contrats haue partly dependance vpon the ſame, for Norariall con- 
cracts called 


Publicke, 


when thoſe Merchants(which haue contracted with Kings or Prin- 
ces) are to prouide ſodenly thoſe things which they haue contra- 
Red for, or to diſpoſe of the commodities which they haue bought 
or ingroſſed into their hands : Then they deale with other Mer- 
chants either to prouide them of the ſaid commodities,or to ſell 
them ſuch as they haue bought : and theſe contracts are made by 
publicke Acts and Inſtruments before Notaries, to the end that 
all things agreed vpon on either ſide may be duely accompliſhed : 
and in theſe great contracts beyond the ſeas, the paiments are (the 
moſt part for great ſummes) made in Bankes alſo, becauſe of rhe 
commodiouſneſſe of it, as you ſhall note hereafter . Befides 
this, many Merchants doe make contrats, and paſſe them like- 
wiſe before Notaries, or Scriueners, becauſe that things contra- 
ted for may require timeto effect them. As for example, a Mer- 
chant aduenturer ſelleth vnto a Merchant of Middleborough two 
orthree hundreth Clothes of knowne markes (whereby the good- 
neſle is alſo knowne) ata cettaine price, the packe of ten Clothes, 
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to be delivered at Middleborough from time to time during' the 
ſpace of fix moneths, and the Middleborough Merchant doth agree 
that (for the payment of theſe Clothes) he will ſend to the Mer- 
chant aduenturer Linnen cloth, and diners other commodities to 
beſold in London topay himſelfe as aforeſaid, which commodiries 
arealſo ſent from time to time within the compaſſe of the ſaid time 
of fix moneths.and the reckoning between them ſhall run according- 
ol ly : hereupon a contra is made in writing beforea Notarie publick, 
_—_— and thercin diuers conditions are tobe ſpecified and obſerued.. Firſt 
Centra, itis agreed,that concerning the price of the Clothes ſold, amounting 
ro ſuch aſunime ſterling money called lawfull money of England, 

there ſhall be giuen forcuerie twentie ſhillings or pound ſterling ſo 

many ſhillings and pence as they ſhall agree, according tothe price 

of exchange amongſt Merchants, and theſe are ſhillings and pence 

Flemiſh money.,whereof there is 35 or 36 ſhillings, or 3 5 ſhillings 

and fix pence,or 36 ſhillings and eight pence given or allowed in ac- 

count berweene them for twentie ſhillings ſterling, and ſo after the 

rate for ſo many hundreth pounds or thouſand pounds as the Clothes 

may amount vnto. Secondly ir is agreed,that the Merchant aduentu- 

rer ſhall beare the aduenture of his Clothes, and deliver them vp- 

on his aduent:ire, charge, and daunger of the ſeas, with all caſi.al- 

ties, vnto the Middleborough Merchant within the towne or ware- 

houſe of the Merchant there and likewiſe that the Middleborough 

Merchant ſhall beare the aduenture of his Linneh Cloth,and ocher 
commodities , anſwere the Kings Cuſtomes, and all charges'iinci- 

dent vpon the ſaid commodities, vntill they bee freely raken vp 

into the Merchant aduenturers ware-houſe here. Thirdly,it is agreed 

betweene them (theſe forreine commodities being ſol4 paiable 

at times of paiment) that if any bad debrs ſhould bemade thereby, 

either the Middleborough Merchant is to beare the loſe thereof, 

orelſe the Merchant aduenturer doth take the hazard and aduen- 

ture of it vpon him, for the conſideration or allowance of double 
facoridge, or two = the hundreth. Fourthly, ir is agreed be- 

tweene them,that if the paiment of the commodities of the Middle- 

borough Merchant be not made within the time of ſixe moneths, 

according as the Clothes were ſold ; then the Merchant aduentu- 

rer is to haue allowance for the money by him not receiued 

within the time after the rate of tenne vpon the hundreth for 

the yeare. Laſtly, (becauſe the Merchant adventurer takerh 

pelnes in the ſelling of the Merchandiſe and Commodities of the 
iddleborough Merchant topay himſelfe) it isalſo agreed vpon, 

that the Merchant aduenturer ſhall hauc allowance of fatoridge 

for it, .after the rate of two pro Cent. which hee ſhould haue 

Piven vnto another FaRor to ſell the ſame for him. This is the 

ſubſtance of a Merchants Contra&t, wherein it ſeemeth all things 
Defeiuecon. N2ue beene well conſidered and agreed ypen ; yet the principall 
rats, =—mMatterforgoodand ſure dealing is omitted, which is not onely to 
couenant 
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couenant that the Middleborough Merchant ſhall ſend him good and 
merchantable wares or commodities to make money of, or to ſell rg 
good Cuſtomers that will make him good payment, bur eſpecially, 
that the Merchant aduenturer ſhall not be compelled to' ſend him 
more clothes than the value of the commodities receiued ſhall 
amount ynto from time to time. And further, it he donot ſend him 
within the time the quantitie of commodities requiſite to pay him- 
ſelfe for ſo many Clothes, The ſaid Middleborough Merchant ſhall 
pay him thedamages ſuſtained by the imploiment of his money in 
Clothes,or acertaine ſumme of money agreed vypon betweene them 
for thenon-performance thereof, | 

In like manner a London Merchant doth contra with a Merchant 
ſtranger here,and buyeth of him a certaine commoditic,whereot the 
goodnefle is commonly knowne by the marke, or otherwile by the 
Fabrica or making, as Vcluets, Sattin, Silkes, Fuſtians, and other 
commodities to be here deliuered vnto him by ſuch a day,or within 
ſo many moneths, ata price agreed vpon betweene them, with the 
mannerof paiment,and other conditions agrecdalſo ,; hereupon like- 
wiſe paſſeth a Notariall Contract which is performed accordingly. 
But put the caſe, That the price of the ſaid Veluets and Silkes by 
ſome accident or occa(ion doth fall;and the London Merchant doth 
repent himſelfe of his bargaine and . contrat, and now ſome of 
the ſaid forraine commodities are come from beyond the ſeas, and 
arriued within the riuer of Thames, whereupon the Merchant 
ſtranger giueth notice vnto him of ir, and the London Merchanr 
ſeemeth vnwilling to receiue the ſaid commodities, and is con- 
ſtrained either by a Scriuener or with witneſſes to offer ynto him 
the ſaid commodities according to their contra : here note that 
this offer or tender ſo made is of no validitic oreffe& in Law for 
vntill the Kings Cuſtome is paied for the ſaid goods, and that you 
haue receiucd them into your power or cuftodie, you cart make 
* no lawfull offer of them. Moreouer, if you haue paied the Kings 
Cuſtome for them ; and hane them in your cuſtodieand power, 
and do make tender of them before the time ; yet the Law is not 
ſatisfied herein, but you muſt tender them alſo ypon the laſt day of 
deliueric, becauſe the damages to be giuen vnto you by Law muſt 
takea certaine ground ypon the limitation of time, and not vpon 
caſualties, for it might fall out, that the price of the ſaid com- 
moditics thould riſe within that time, and you might ſelt them 
for a greater gaine, andby that time of the laſtday of your deli- 
ueriethey might be fallen againein price,and you might haueproui- 
dedanother parcell for the ſame, ſo that both by the Common law 
and the Law Merchant you are to make your tenderypon the verie 
day by a Scriuener,or with competent witneſſes, wherof I haue ſeene 
ſufficient criall in Law. And according totheſe two examples, you 
may jucge and confider of all other the like contrats wee call 
Notariall, 

M 3 


Verball 


Tendering of 
commodires 
ſold by Cons» 

tracts, 


Lex Mercatoria. 


—_ — 


Verball con+ 
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Prinate, 


The moſt be- 
nckciall con- 
rraR, 


Verball contrats are made betweene partieand partie, or by 
meanes of Brokers or Mediators , and that onely by word with- 
out writing . Suchare the daily buying and ſelling of commodi- 
tics cither forreadie money, or payable at ſome dates of payment, 
whercin the mediation of a Broker is moſt neceſſarie : For as it 
would be troubleſome to vſe Scriueners in eueric bargaine ſo is 
ir commodious to vie the meanes of Brokers, the commodities 
are not onely bought and fold with more credit and reputation , 
but all controuerſies which doe ariſe by miſaduenture or otherwiſe 
are ſooner determined, and a ſworne Broker is taken as a double 
witneſſe, if he doe produce his booke, with a Memorandum of the 
bargaine, as the ſame was agreed betweene both parties, where- 
by many variences are reconciled, and differences(like to fall out) 
arepreuented, | 

I had almoſt forgotten the moſt memorable contracts that euer 
were, whereby the Philoſophers Flixar or ſtone is found, rurning 
Leade, Paper, and Inke into Gold and Silver, which is the con- 
tract of Popes for their Cruſadoes or Bulls, whereof there are 
certaine contractors, who for a certaine ſumme of money yearely 
to be. paied, doe reccive authoritie ro diſperſe the ſaid Pardons or 
Bulls into the Weſt-Indies, Perou, Nous Eſþ42nia, and all thoſe quar- 
ters of the world,and cucrie reſonable ſoule muſt have one of them 
yearely , and that this is the moſt beneficiall contract I proue thus, 

Inthe yeare 1591 Pope Sixtus Quinte cauſed two ſhips tobe la- 
den out of Spaine for the Weſt-Indies as aforeſaid, with ſome 100 
Buts of Sackes, 1400 little Cheſts containing each of them three 
ordinarie ſmall Barrells of Quicke-ſtluer weighing 50 ® the peece, 
to refine the Siluer withall in the ſaid Indies : and moreouer with 
a great number of Packes of the Printed Bulls and Pardonsgraun- 
ted at that time, to make prouifion againſt the Heretickes ; For- 
aſmuch that the great _Armads of the yeare 1588, had fo much 
exhauſted rhe treaſureof Spaine. Theſe two ſhips were met with- 
all at ſea by Captaine Whiue (who was laden and bound for Bar- 
barie) and brought into England by him, where the commodi- 
ties were ſold : but the Popes merchandiſe ( being out of re- 
queſt) remained a long time in Ware-houſes at the diſpoſing of 
Qreene Elizabeth , vntill at laſtat the earneſt requeſt of her Phyſ; tian 
called Docter Lopes, ſhegaueall the ſaid great quantitie of Bulls vn- 
to him , amounting to many thouſands in number . This courtly 
Merchant (falling in communication with an Italian knight, who 
had been a Merchant ) did conclude with the ſaid knight tro make 
a partable voyage betweene them, and to ſend thoſe Bulls into the 
Welſt-Indies, and accordingly a ſhip was fraighted and laden with 
the ſaid Bulls and ſome other commodities,and did perform the ſaid 
voyagetothe Indies:butno ſoonerarriued the Popes Contractor for 
that commoditie did: ſeiſe vponall the ſaid Bulls, and cauſed an in- 
formation to be giuen againſt them, that they were infected, _ 

cene 
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beene taken by Heretickes , it was alleaged that they were miracu- 
louſly ſaued, but loſt they were and confiſcated, and ſocouetouſ- 
nefſe was well rewarded . But returning to prooue this beneficiall 


. : . _ 
Contra, I was at thetime of the taking of the ſaid Bulls willed by T o—_ 


authoritie, to make and eſtimate what the lading of theſe two ſhips 
might coſt, and what they __ haue beene worth in the Weſt In- 
dies, according to the rate of euery Bull, taxed at two Royalls of 

late, and ſorne foure and ſome eight Royalls according to their 
Lenten, euery one being but one ſheer of paper; and by compu- 
tation the lading did not coſt fiftie thouſand pounds,and would haue 
yeelded aboue fix hundreth thouſand pounds: for theſe contracts are 
feruent and full of deuotion,containing alſo a commandement that 
their beds ſhould bee ſold, ratherthan any one ſhould bee withour a 
Bull, for the fafetie of the ſoule was to bee preferred before the 
health andeaſeof the bodie. 

Now before we intreat of extrauagant Contradts in the buying 
and ſelling of commodities in ſome places, it willnort be impertinent 
tonote the obſervations and opinions of Ciuilians concerning Mer 
chants ContraQs,which they haue diſtinguiſhed ro be Solemne, Pub- 
like or Priuate, as inthe Marginall notes is before declared, to the 
endall controuerſies may bee auoided in the ſaid Merchants Con- 
wrle-.*-':t = 

The Ciuilians writing, De ContradFibus Mercatorum,or of Merchants 
Contracts make many ARin&ions : but the-conditions agreed vpon 
betweene them, are chiefly conſiderable, and to bee well declaredto 
auoid ambiguitie and conſtructions,and reciprocall things to bee per- 
formed on both ſides, which bindeth them better ; ſothat if a Con- 
tra be broken , whereby the one partie is damnified for the want 
of his money orgoods not deliuered,whereby he can make no bene- 
fir, andis hindered in his trade by Zucrum Ceſ/ans or not getting, the 
other partie may iuſtly demand recompence for the ſame, eſpecially 
if hee bee a merchant, otherwiſe ſome Ciuilians make the ſame que- 
ſtionable, as Fiſher-men, Fowlers, and Hunters, which ſay they can- 
not demand any lofſe for want of their owne, becauſe ( by their pro- 
feſſions ) they are vncertaine, whether they ſhall catch or take any 
thing by their Art. Neuerthelefſe the Merchants Court hath an 


eſpeciall care to performe well with Fiſher-men, and that with all pl 
ſpeRed vpon 
Contratts. 


expedition of iuſtice they may bee diſpatched to follow their trade, 
without any intermiſſion of rime. 


— 


Merchants 
to be plaine, 


rc. 


This damage ſuſtained by Merchants or others, for the non per- The firſt 4- 


formance of Contra&s, cannot bee demanded by a continuance of 
time, running Ad infinitum,during the matter in queſtion : bur muſt 
bee demanded according tothe firſt damage receiucd , as the partie 
can duely proue the ſame, cither by witneſles or ypon his oath, as the 
cauſe may require. 

Therefore when Merchants are contending in any Courts of 


Equitic or Law, where they are delayed for many yeares in _ 
tin 


© 
Connetogs 
be regarded, 


Contrats art 
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tinuall ſuit at their great charges : Then it tendeth to the interrup- 
of trade and commerce in generall,and the ouerthrow of the parties 
in particular,whereof the Law of Merchants hath a ſingular care to 


. prouide for , and therefore doth many times ( though not without 


Penalcice vp+ 
aA Contracts. 


Obſcrugtions 
in partable 
CONTracts 


Vetball con* 
tracts for moe 
ny Kcg 


danger) admit the proofe to bee made vpon the parties oath, if wit- 
neſſes be abſent. 

The penalties or forfeitures yponany Contra limitedand expreſ: 
ſed, be it Nomine Pene orotherwile, are therefore much to bee conſi- 
dered of in equitie to make themſtand, and to bee effectuall for the 
mainetenance of Faith and Credit betweene Merchants, and th 
areconſequently much approoued by all Ciuilians, and by their Law 
allowed: 

In all Contras,made for a copartnerſhip in prouiding of a ioynt 
Stocke,is tobee obſerued,that the one or ſome of them doenot de- 
fraud theother . Alſo ir isapproued, that they may ſell their aduen- 
tureto others, and the buyer1s to take the account according to the 
Contra, for the account giuen to other partners in Societies, doth 
alwaics bind the buyer proportionably in theſe aduentures, and the 

arties dying , the widow or his hcires are to accept thereof accor- 
dingly both by the Ciuile Law and the Cuſtome of Merchants. As 
is well obſerued by the Socictie of the Merchants trading for the 
Eaſt Indies, both in England and beyond the Seas ; for it is not ac- 
countedany dangertotruſt a Societic,andtodeliuer money for tra- 
ding and where nodamages or aduentures be borne, is vſurious , as 
ſhall be declared hereafter. 

To enter into conſideration of ſome Verball Contracts, ſome 
Cuſtomes are be obſerued, which the Ciuilians make queſtionable. 
A Merchant doth deliver ſome money vntoanother Merchant, to be 
imployed by him in commodities, or to bee put forth to vſe for both 
their benefit and profit, without any limitation of time agreed ypon 
berweene them ; the queſtion is, when this Merchant that did deH- 
uer this money may call for it againe , wherein moſt Ciuilians arc of 
opinion, that the ſame cannot bee demanded before the yeare expi- 
red, which ſeemeth the more reaſonable, if the Law will not allow 


. ynto the other partie, aloſſe ſuſtained thereby by fire, water, or any 


other caſualtie, vnleſſe hee doe declare and manifeſt the ſame within 
the yeare. Neuertheleſle if this money were delivered toone that 
maketh a continuall gaine by money, as ſome Gold-ſmiths doe, by 
taking the ſame for two, three, or more dayes, af\d allowing benefit 
for it : then it may ſeeme reaſonable,that the money may bedeman- 
ded atalltimes vpon warning giuen for the time, without which, 
no man may be ſuppoſed tobe ſo careleſle in the deliuerie of his or 
other mens money by a Verball contract, as the ſaid Ciuilians haue 
1ſurmiſed 6 

Agpaine, ſuppoſe this money were delivercd to a father and his 
ſi Ig the ſame ſhal be redemanded of the father and 
of the ionne by equall portion halfe and halfe, or of them both * 
Herc- 


—_—_ 
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Hereupon they are of opinion, if the father did receiue the mon 

and that the ſonne be vnder the gouernement of the father, then the 
father is to anſwere forall : But if the ſonne doe (as it were) gouerne 
the father , becauſe hee is old, then the ſonne is to anſwere for the 
money. Now the Law-merchant obligeth them both to anſwere 
for the ſaid money, vnlefſe the ſonne were vnder yeares. But this 
queſtion may be thought extravagant, for contradts are commonly 


Notariall in this caſe, and betweene parteners, and where one parte- _ —— 


ner bindeth another, ir is onely to bee yvnderſtood to continue the 
time of their partenerſhip,whereas to become bound each to other 
for ſo muchas ſhall be found due, is dangerous and full of cauillari- 
on. So that (as before is remembred ) euery thing is to bee plainely 
expreſſed,but eſpecially to be carefully obſerued between parteners. 
For the Stocke alſo betweene parteners by contra to continue in 
trade,jis to be without diminution or any other imployment to bee 
made, during the ſaid wang gs. which 1s limited therefore for 
atime and not by voyages or employments ; the charges on both 
fides tobe limited : but hereof: more vpon the title of Parteners or 
Companies, ” 

To make theſe Notariall contrats more authenticke and ſure, 
when due regard is had of reciprocall ations , to auoid Nudews 
Pattum , the Bonds made by'teach partie to other in a ſumme of mo- 
ney for the performance thereof,are to be preferred before the limi- 
tation of a penaltie contained in the contra, albeit that theſe Bonds 
being put in ſuit, cauſeth the other partie to flic into the Chancerie , 
but the Merchants Courts proceed herein with more expedition, 

There arealſo certaine Merchants contraQts, which ( in regardof 


the conditions ) are called Extratagants, becauſe the manner either Extrauagans 


of buying or ſelling of commodities, and the payment made for the 
ſame, is rare and but vſed in ſomeplaces, which neuertheleſle are 
made in writing by Notariall contra, or by the Brokers Booke re- 
corded, whereof I thinke fir to make a Chapter apart, touching the 
commodities ſold by Brokers, as hereafter may appeare. 

A Merchant in Spaine dealing for the Weſt Indies, Nous Eſpagnia, 
Terra firma, or Peru and other places in America, will buy around 
quantitie of Germanie commodities or manufaQtures made there, 
and in the Low Countries , either Yronmongers wares, as Hatchets, 
Axes, Kniucs, Bells, Beads, Needles, Baſons,Candleſtickes,Counters, 
Lockes, Nayles, and diuers ſorts of commodities ; and he is made 
acquainted by the Inuoice or Cargafſon of thoſe goods what they 
did coſt inthe places from whence they came, where the Merchant 
owner of the ſaid wares , hath augmented his price in the ſaid In- 
voice,andſo the Spaniſh Merchant doth make him an offer of ſo ma- 


contracts. 


ny Maluidies for euerie pounds Flemiſh,or Hamborough muney, or Conditions es 
torcuerie Dollor or other coyne whereby the ſame was bought, ac- be obleruedin 


cording as the partie by his obſeruation is able to iudgeof the value 
thereof, by his often buying of the like : but the payment is agreed 


vpon 
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Mony payable 
atthe returne 


of the Fleet. 


vypon to bee made ſometime after the returne of the Weſt-Indies 
Fleer, thatis to ſay, When moſt Ships going outwards ſhall returne 
againe into Spaine, but whether the buyer of thoſe goods doe re- 
ceiue any returne of the provenue of the ſaid goods or not, is a mat- 
ternot materiall to the ſeller of the goods, for he beareth no aduen- 
ture of bad Factors, cuill pay-maſters,or other accidents ; but muſt 
be paycdat the time agreed vpon, according to the ordinarie Cu- 
ſtome thereof-vnleſſe it were agreed that he ſhould bearethe aduen- 
ture of the Scas fora ſumme in certaintie in nature of aſſurance, or 
vpon ſome vnexpetted alteration, which might happen in the ſaid 
aſſurance, which is another contraR, as hereafter more amply will 
appeare in his proper place. 

Another Merchant ſelling by contra@, ſome commodities to be 
delivered at the returne of the ſaid Weſt Indies Fleet, Poſito a cer- 
taine quantitie of Cutcheneale, as the price ſhall be broken in Spaine 
vpon thearriuall of the maine Partida;; this Merchant commonly ta- 
keth a ſumme of mony before hand, whereof he alloweth intereſt 


' forthe time, or elſc he abatetha certaine allowance in the price of 


the Cutcheneale leſſe than the price, which by authoritie and con- 
ſent amongſt Merchants is made;thar is to ſay, If the beſt ſort called 
Miſteca be ſet at 4o Ducatts the Roque of 25 ® weight, he ſhall 
abate him after 20 or 25 p 100, Now if the price of Cutche- 
neale be high or low, the intereſt of his money formerly disbur- 
ſed ( by the faid abatement:) miſt needes bee accordingly : So 
that the beſt aduantage is totake the intereſt after a rate certaine, and 
the price of the Cutcheneale,as it ſhall and may f:11 out,the like may 
bee obſerued for all other commodities. The Bankers haue found 
the ſame by experience,by dealing with the Kings of Spaine and Por- 
tugall, when they make Partidos with them to turniſh them mo- 
nyes in their occaſions, by making them to pay exchangesand re- 
changes for ir after a great rate . And neuertheleſſe, they will bee 
ſureto haue Pepper orany other commoditie,at a certain rate agreed 
ypon betweene them, or elſe in readie money payable alſo at the re- 
turne of the ſaid Weſt-Indies Fleet, albeit they doe nor beare the ad- 
venture of the Siluer Bullion or Royalls of eight, rather admitting 
a clauſe, that if the treaſure doe miſcarrie they ſhall haue their mo- 
nyes repayed within a certaine time and intereſt of 7 p 100, vn- 
leſle it be they agree for the Pepper belonging to the King, for ma- 
ny yeares tobe taken at a reaſonable price , they bearing the ad- 
uenture of the Seas. As the Lords Foulkers of Germany did con- 
traft inthe yere 1 592,with Philip the ſecond King of Spaine,where- 
by they became loſers, by the taking of the great Carracke the Mo- 
ther of God at the Seas, the next yeare following . Now becauſe in 
the precedent Chapters, we haue ſpoken of a Banke, and the pay- 
ment of Bankers : it will not be impertinent to intreat thereof, be- 
foreany further proceeding, to the end this matter may be vnder- 
ſtood of euerie Merchant and others, 

CHAP, 
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Of Baukes and Bankers. 


or Province, as alſo of a particular Citie or 
Towne,intothe hands of ſome perſons licenſed 
and eſtabliſhed thereunto by publickeauthori- 
tie of ſome King, Prince, or Commonwealth, 

erected with great ſolemnitic in the view of all 
the people and inhabitants of that Citie, Common-wealth, or 
Kingdome, with an intimation thereof made diuers times,to be vp- 
on frch a day in the open market place,wherea ſcaffold is purpoſely 
erected, with an oftentation of great ſtore of money of Gold and 
Siluer,ſuppoſed to belong to theſe perſons or Bankers ſoeſtabliſhed, 
which is vnto them an attratiue power to perſuade and allure the. 
common people to bring their moneys into theſe Bankers hands, 
where at all times they may commandit, and haue itagaine at their 
ownepleaſure, withallowing them onely a ſmall matter of fiue vp- 
on euerie thouſand ducars or crownes, when any man will retire or 
draw his money into his owne hands againe : which although it be 
but in twentie yeares, yet during all that time, they are has no 
more ; ſo that theſe perſons or Bankers do become (as it were) the 
generall Seruantsor Caſhiers of that Prouince,Citic, or Common- 
wealth. ; 

Theſe Bankers, as they haue their Companies, FaRors, or corteſ- 
pondence in the chiefe places of trade in Europe, ſo muſt they alſo 
keepe account with euerie man,of whom they haue receiuedany mo- 
ney intotheir Banke,out of which number, no man of that iuriſdiQi- 
on is almoſt exempred , but. generally all men are deſirous topleaſe 
them,andto bring thcir readie money into their Banke, as alſo ſuch 
money as they haue in foreine parts. In regard whereof, theſe Ban- 
kers do giue them great credit ; for if any man haue occaſion to be 
ſtow in merchandiſe or to pay inmoneyz or foure thouſand ducats, 
and have bur one thouſand ducats in the Banke, the Bankers will 
pay it for him more or leſſe, as the partie is well knowne or _—_ 
red, 


k Banke is properly a colleion of all the readic Thedeſcrip- 


money of ſome Kingdome, Common-wealth, Font ® 
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ted, without taking any gaine for it,although it be for 3,4,6,0r more 
monethes. | 

This ſeemeth to bea great commoditie x no doubtitis to men 
in particular) but being well conſidered of, it will be found a ſmall 
friendſhip, and no more in effet, than if aman did participate the 


; light of his candleto another mans candle : for what is thiscredit*or 


what are the paiments of the Banks,but almoſt or rather altogether 


The maner of imaginarie 2 As for example, Peter hath two thouſand ducats in 
theBankers Banke, John hath three thouſand, and William foure thouſand,and ſo 


Paiments, 


conſequently others more or leſſe. Peter hath occaſion to pay vnto 
John one thouſand ducats, he gocth to the Bankers at the appointed 
houres, (which arecertaine both in the forenoone and afternoone) 
and requireth them to pay one thouſand ducats vnto 7ehy ; where- 
upon they preſently make Peter debtor for one thouſand ducats,and 
10hn creditor for the ſame ſumme : ſo that Peter having afſigned yn- 
to Joby one thouſand ducats, bath now no more but one thouſand 
ducats in Banke, where he had twothouſand before, and John hath 
foure thouſand ducats inthe ſame Banke, where he had but three 
thouſand before. And ſo in the ſame manner of affignation , hn 
doth pay vnto William, and William vato others, without that any 
money 15 touched, but remaineth till in the Bankers hand, whichy 
within aſhort time after the eretion of the Banke, amounteth vnto 
many millions : and by their induſtrie they doe incorporate: the 
ſame, which may caſily be vnderſtood, if we dobut confider,what 
thereadie money and weakh of London would come vnto,if it were 
gathered into one mans hands, much more if agreat deale of riches 
of other countries were added thereunto, as theſe Bankers can cun- 
ningly compaſſe by the courſe of the exchange formoneys, the eb- 
bing and flowing whereof, is cauſed by their motion fromtime to 
time as in our Treatiſe of Exchanges is declared. 

But ſome will WY or demaund, - Cannot a man haue any rca- 
die money out of the Bankers hands, if he haue occafion to vſe 
it? Yes that he can : but before he haue it, they will be ſo bold, 
as to know for what purpoſe he demaundeth the ſame, or what 
he will doe with it. If it beto payany man withall, they will al- 
waies doe that for hinf, as hauing accountalmoſt with all men, for 
_ isaccounted to be of no credit, that hath not any money in 

anke. 

If hedodemaund it for to make ouerby exchange in ſome other 
countrie,they will alſo ſerue his turne in giuing him Bills of Exchan- 
ges for any place whereſoeuer, becauſe they haue their companies or 
correſpondence in euerie place. 

If he do demaund it for his charges and expences, it will be paied 
him forthwith, becauſe it is but a ſmall ſumme, and in the end the 
money commeth into their hands againe, 

If they pay out money toany man, that hauing money in Banke 
will beſtow the ſame in purchaſe of lands, they will ſtill hauean 
eye 
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eye to haue it againe in Banke one way or other, atthe ſecond and 
third hand ; ſothar they once being polſleſſed of moneys, they will 
hardly be diſpoſſeſſed,and their paiments are in effeR all by aflignati- 
on,and imaginarie. 

 Andif they haue any money in Banke belonging vnto Widowes 
and Orphanes, or any other perſon that hath no occafionto vie the 
ſame, they will allow them intereſt after foure or five vpon the 
hundrethin the yeare, at the moſt, and that vpon efpeciall favour ; 
for euerie man ſ{ecketh to pleaſe them, as in matter where Commo- 
dum privatum beareth the rule ; for they can eaſily pleaſe men in par- 
ticular, in giuing them ſome credit of that great credit which they 
haue obtained in generall. 

The money then remaining in the Bankers hands, is imployed by 
them to othervſes and purpoſes. 

Firſt, they doe deale with great Princes and Porentates, that =_ Bankers 
hauc need of money for the maintenance of their warres, as the © 
Geneuoiſes and Germanes did with the Emperor Charles the fifth 
during the warres in Germanie, andas the Florentines and others 
haue done with Philip the ſecond king of Spaine, and alſo with his 
ſonne Phillip the third late raigning , cauſing him to pay 20, 25, 3o, 
and morein the hundreth,by way of exchange and rechange,ſuppo- 
ſedro __ accidentally. 

Secondly, they ingroſle thereby diuers commodities into their 
hands: and laſtly , they carrie thereby a predominance in ruling 
the courſe of exchanges forall places, where it pleaſcth them : by 
reaſon whereof the citie of Amſterdam (ro countermine them) haue Thebeginaing 
in the yearc 1608, alſocreRedaverie great Banke,for the which the ®! _— — 
ſaid citie hath vndertaken to anſwere,whereby they are alwaies ſto- . 
red with money, as appeareth, that the ſame is plentifully ro be had 
at intereſt at fix and ſeuen inthe hundreth by the yeare,and ſome at 
fiveand vnder. This cuſtome is now lo ſ{etled there,that itis as effe- 

Quall as any law. 

Of the breaking of ſome of theſe Bankes, is the name Bankrupt Baakrupr, 
derived : for when Princes donor accompliſh with them, then they 
cannot hold out, vnleſſe they haue great eftates of their owne. 
. Philip the ſecond king of Spaine, in the yeare 1596, was conſtrai- 
ned to giue Facultad Real, that is to ſay, A Power or Facultic Roy- A Facultie 
all, ora ProreRtion vntothe Bankes of Madrill, and all their affo- wr Pro: 
ciates for foure yeares ; commaunding that all thoſe that had dealt 
with them in matter of Exchange, Intereſt, Contracts, Letters of 
Credit, orany manner of wayes publickely or ſecret, and with all 
theirknowne or vnknowne partners,ſhould not be compelled to pay 
any money to their creditors vntill the yeare 1 600 : but in the 7s- 
terim they ſhould at euerie 6 monerhs receiuc intereſt for their mony 
afterthe rate of ſeuen pro centwn,, for the yeare ; and if any mancould 
not forbeare his mony, he was todeliuer the fourth part more inrea- 
dic money, and ſo accounted together with the intereſt due at ſeuen 
vpon 
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Bills of lading, 


yponthe hundreth, the two thirds of all was to be paied him, and 
the other third was to continue during his life, with allowance of the 
faid intereſt ; and this was tobe obſcrued in the kingdomes of Ca- 
ſtile, Arragon,Portugall, andthe Low-countries, as alſo in the king- 
domes of Naples, Sicilia, and the State of Milan, and finally in all 
kingdomes and dominions vnder him, (for ſoare the words) and in 
all his warlike forces by ſea and by land. This did bring the Bankes 
in great diſcredit, and the Weſt-Indiatrade was much interrupted 
by it, and ſo continued during the ſaid king his life time , and after 
hisdeceaſe , moneys haue not beene plentifull in Spaine, infomnch, 
that in the yeare 1608, his ſonne Philip the third did give the like 
Facultic Royalltoall men that were to pay money at the returne of 
the Weſt-Indies fleet for one yeare, paying but 3 pro cept. to their 
creditors for the forbearance. , 


XX1I. 


oF © » 


Of the Fraighting of ſhips, Charterparties, and 
Bills of lading. 


P Itherto we haue beene buying and dealing in 
» commodities, and now it will be time to ad- 
B uanceour commerce or trafficke, and to fraight 
Ships for the purpoſe to tranſport ouer commo- 
2&4 dities. No Ship ſhould be fraighted withour a 
| 27 I Charterpartie, meaning a Charter or Coucnant 
> YZ We betweene two parties, the Maſter and the Mer- 
chant : and the Bills of lading do declare what goods areladen, and 
bindeth the Maſter to deliuerthem well conditioned to the place of 
diſcharge, according to the contents of the Charterpartic ; bin- 
ding himſelfe, his ſhip, tackle, and furniture of it,for the perfor- 
mance thereof . Of theſe Bills of lading , there is commonly 
three Bills of one tenor made of rhe whole ſhips lading, or of 
many particular parcells of goods;if there be many laders ; and the 
marks of the goods mult therin be expreſſed,and of whom receiued, 


'- andtowhom tobedeliuered.Theſe Bills of lading are commonly to 


be had inprint in all places, and in ſeuerall languages. One of them 
is incloſed inthe letters written by the ſame Ship,another Bill is ſcnt 


ouer land to the Factor or partic ro whom the goods are conligncd, 
the 
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the chird remainerh with the Merchant, for his teſtimony againſt 
the Maſter, if there were any occaſion or looſe dealing, bur eſpe. 
cially it is kept for to ſerue in caſe of lofle , to recouer the ya- 
lue of the goods of the affurors that haue vndertaken to beare / 
the aduenture with you , whereof wee ſhall intreat in the follow- 
ing Chapters, EC 
The perſons thatare in a Ship may bee thus m order, which al- 
though they differ in names in many languages, yet they areall one in 
effe&. The Maſter of the Ship, the Pilot, the Maſters mare, the 
Ship-wright or Carpenrer, the Boars-man, the Purſer, the Chirur- 
geon, the Cooke, and the Ships boy . All the reſt are vnder the 
name Marriners, all theſe are diſtinguiſhed in hires and fees in all 
Countries. 
The Maſter therefore doth couenant by the Charter-partie, to Charrer-party 
find a ſufficient Pilot , and all other the foreſaid Officers and Marti- 
ners, and to prouide Shiptycht, Maſts, Sayles, Roapes, Tewes, An- 
chors, Ship-boat ; with fire, water, falt, and all things neceſlarie, at 
his owne expences. And this Charter-partic ſo made on the Mafters 
part,doth commonly declare that ir is andall things therein contai- 
ned, according to the Law of 0lerep ; according ro which Law, if Lawef 0trey, 
there bee no _— made, and but an earneſt giuen, then the Mer- 
chant if he repent , loſeth hisearncſt ; bur the Maſter if hee repent, 
loſeth the double of the earneſt. 
Againe, if the Ship bee not readie at the day appointed in 
the Charter-partie to goe to Sea, rhe Merchant may not onely 
free himfelfe of her, except hee hold his peace and diſtharge her _ 
not ( for then by his filence he ſeemeth roconſenr,) but alſo ſhall re- Fork om 
couer charges, ititereſts, and damages, except the Maſter ſhew ſome "4 
excuſe of ſome pregnant occafton or miſchatce, which could not 
bee auoyded, and then he loſeth onely his fraight, becauſe he hath 
not deſetued it. Bur if the fault be in the Merchant, he ſhall pay the 
Maſter his damages,or according tothe Rhodian Law, ſhall entertain Rhodian Lay, 
the Ship and Company ten dayes, and if then he ſtay longer ſhall 
pay the fraight of all accordingly ; and further ſhall anſwere far 
all hurt and damages happening by fire, water , or otherwiſe af- 
ter the time appointed, Tr is true, that the Rhodian Law char- 
geth the Merchant in this caſe but with halfe the fraighr, and the 
Maſter with the whole fraight if he faile : Albeicthar. the Romanes 
inflit the paine of the whole fraight vpon the Merchant , eſpeci- 
ally if hee take out his owne goods againe, forthen is the fraight 
thought tobee deſerued. 
But if the Ship in her Voyage become vnable, without the Ma- 
ſters fault , or that the Maſter or Ship bee arreſted by ſome au- 
thoritie of Magiſtrares in her way ; the Mafter may either mend his 
hip, or fraight another . Bar im cafe the Merchant agree a6t rhere- 
ufo, then the Maſter ſhall at leaſt reconer his fraighr , { fatte as 
hee hath deſerued it. For otherwiſe, excepr'the Merchant _ 
| N.2 cnt, 
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ſent, or neceſlitie conſtraine the Maſter to put the goods into an- 
other Ship worſe than his owne ; the Maſter is heerein bound to 
all loſſes and damages, except that both the Ships periſh that voy- 
. age , and that no fault nor fraud bee found in the Maſter. 

\. Intheyeare 1587, the like matrer was in queſtion with fiue Ships 
comming backe without their lading , from Ligorne and Ciuita 
Vecchia into England, whereof my ſelfe was one of the Merchants 
that had fraighted them, and did intend to receiue lading there in 
Allome : But the Gallyes of Dov Andres Doria intending to ſurpriſe 
thoſe Ships (the Grand Armada being preparing in Spaine ) they 
came all of them away without their lading ; ſome two of theſe 
Ships had 1yen our all their time conditioned by their Charter- 
partie, to take in their lading, and the Mafters had Notariall pro- 
teſts againſt the FaRors that they ſhould haue laden them . Theſe 
were-by the Law. of Admiraltie adiudged to haue deſerued their 
whole fraight. Two other ſhips hauing not ſtaied-there their abiding 
dayes, nor made any proteſt as aforeſaid, could not be found to haue 
deſerued any fraight atall,although they were laden outward bound. 
The fifth Ship had a condition or prouiſo in her Charterpartie, 
That if it ſhould happen that in her comming backe out of the 
Straits, ſhee ſhould be taken or caſt away ; neuertheleſſe the fraight 
outwards ( which was accounted halfe ) ſhould bee payed, and that 
halfe was adiudged vnto the Maſter, and no more, hauing not tar- 
ried there his appointed time . And if this prouiſo had not beene,he 
could not haue recouered any thing ; for when Ships are fraighred 
going and comming,there isnothing due for fraight vntill the whole 
Voyage bee performed . So that it ſhee periſh, orbee taken in the 
comming home, all is loſt and nothing due vnto her for any 
x4 outwards , whereof I haue alſo had experience by another 

ip. 

lt is alſoaccounted for a fault, if the Maſter put forth the Ship to 
Sea, either without a skilfull Pilot , or without ſufficient furni- 
ture and neceſſaries , according.to the ordinarie clauſes of the 
Charter-parties , or'( as in the precedent caſe ) that the other 
Ship in which the goods were laſt put in, bee not ſufficient, or 
that the Maſter doe in an vnlikely time put foorth to Seca. 

The Emperors Gratian , Theedefivs , and Yalentinian, in times 
aſt did expreſly forbid that no man ſhould aduenture vpon the 
eas, from Nouember till Aprill, Sed Tempora mutantur, (7 nos 

muamnr in illis. Alwayes it is a great fault by the Law, to put 
to ſayle out of any Port in ſtormie and tempeſtuous weather. 
Ittm,ita Maſter ſet forth his Ship for to take ina certaine charge 
or lading, and then takes in any more , eſpecially of other men, hee 
1s to loſe all his whole fraight ; for by other mens lading hee may 
endanger the Merchants goods diuers wayes. And in ſuch a caſe, 
when goods by ſtormes are caſt ouer-boord,it ſhalnot be made good 


Avcridges, by contribution orauctidge, but by the Maſters owne purſe : For if 


hee 
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hee oucrburthen the Ship aboue the true 'marke of lading, hee isto 
a fine. 

gc aſhip doenter intoany other Port or Harbour,than ſhe was 

fraighted for, againſt the Maſters will, as by ſtorme or ſome force, 

then the goods ſhall be tranſported to the Port conditioned, on 

the Maſters charges ; but this muſt be tried by the Maſters oath, and 

of two of his Mariners, or elſe the Maſter may be in further danger, 

It any man compell the Maſter to ouer-burthen Ship or Boar, he 
may therefore bee accuſed criminally , and pay the damages happe- 
ning thereby. 

Item, if a Merchant put in more goods into a Ship than was con- 
ditioned, then may the Maſter take what fraight hee pleaſe. By the 
Romane Law it is imputed for a fault to the Maſter, if hee direQhis 

courſe by wayes either dangerous, thorough Pirats, enemies, or 
other cuill ——— . Alfo if hee doe carrie the Flag of other 
Nations and not his owne,, and thereby incurre any lofle or dam- 
mages : For as Packes, Pipes, and all goods, ſhould bee marked 
with the proper markes of the Merchant to whom they apper- . 
taine : So ſhould Ships bee diſcemed one from another by thcir 
owne Flag. 

The ordinarie Charter-parties of fraightments of Ships,made 
and indented betweenc the Maſter of a Ship and a Merchant, or ma- 


ny Merchants in fraighting a Ship together by the tunnage, where Fraightings 


euery Merchant taketh vponhim to lade ſo many Tunnes in certaine- , 
ty : are madeas followeth , Mwiatis , Mutande, which is done before 

Notaries or Scriuenors. ” | 
A.B. Maſter of the Good Ship or Fly-boot, called the Red Lyon 
of Ratclife,of theburthen of 120 Tunnes or thereabours, riding at 
Anchors inthe Riuer of Thames , acknowledgeth to haue letren to 
fraight vnto C. D. the Merchant his ſaid Ship, and doth promiſero 
prepare to make readie the ſame within tenne dayes, totake in ſuch 
g00ds,as the ſaid Merchant ſhall lade or cauſe to be laden inher, to 
make ( by Gods grace) with the firſt conuenient weather and wind 
(afterthe expiration of the ſaid dayes ) a Voyage fronithe Citic of 
London , to the Towne of Saint Lucar De Barameda in Spaine , and 
there todeliucrall the ſaid goods, well conditioned, and in ſuch ſort 
as they were delivered vnto him, to ſuch a Merchant or Factor, as 
the Merchant the fraightor ſhall nominate and appoint, according to 
the Bills of lading made or to be made thereof; and there roremaine 
with his ſaid Ship the ſpace of twentie dayes, to take in and receiue 
all ſuchgoods, as the faid Factor or any other by his appointment 
ſhall Iade into her, and as the ſaid Ship may conueniently catrie, and 
being ſo laden, to returne backe againe for the ſaid Citie of London, 
and there to deliuer the ſaid goods alſo welltonditioned, to the ſaid 
C.D. the Merchant, or his afſignes. And the ſaid Maſter doth fur- 
ther couenant with the ſaid Merchant, that his Ship ſhall be furniſhed 
with twelue able men and a boy , tenne pieces of yron Ordnance, 
3 namely, 
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namely, two Sakers, fix Minions, two Falcons, and cight Muskets, 


' with Powder, Shot, and all things neceſſarie, as Cables, Sayles, 


Peſterable 
WATICS Or CoM 
modſities, 

® 


Ropes, Anchors and Vietualls requiſite for ſuch or the like Voyage, 
&c. Andhereupon C.D the Merchant and Fraightor,doth likewiſe 
couenant with the ſaid Miſter, or all the ſaid Merchants doe covenant 
wirh him, cuery one forhis tunnage as aforeſaid, that he or they and 
eitherof rhem, will lade or cauſe ro be laden ( within the dayes limi- 
ted ) the ſaid Ship,with ſuch and ſuch commodities accordingly, 
peſterable wares or goods excepted, which are goods of great vo- 
lume and cumberſome , whereof no true computation for tunnage 
can be made : ſo that the fraight of ſuch kind of goods is made ac- 
cordingly. 

And the ſaid Merchant doth further couenant to pay vnto the Ma- 
ſer,three pounds or more for the fraighr of euery Tunne lading vp-' 
on the full, diſcharge of his ſaid Ship, and delivery of rhe ſaid goods 
at London aforeſaid, accounting two and twentie hundreth and a 
halfe, or ſo many Kintalls'for a Tunne ; and in like manne! for two 
Pipes or Butts, foure Hogſheads and'other commodities rated for 
the Tunne or Laſt, as foure Cheſts of Sugar, Six Barrells of ny 
other commoditie for a Tunne(as inthe fourth Chapter of Weights 
and Meaſuresis declared)with Primage,Petilodeminage, and ſome- 
cimes Pilotage,according to the accuſtomed manner inthe like Voy- 

es, &c. binding themſelues each to other for the performance 
thereof in a ſumme of money, Nomine Pere, with ſuch other clauſes, 
conditions, cautions, or other agreemenrs as may bee concluded be- 
tweene them , which being well expreſſed, preuenterh all thoſe and 
the likequeſtions, which the Ciuilians doe diſcourſe ypon, as the tol- 
lowing may be for an inſtance. 


Queſtions about Fraightings, and their Solutions. 


If a Ship bee fraighted by the great, Poſito two hundreth Tunnes 
for the ſumme of fix hundreth pounds, to bee payed at the returne , 
the ſaid-ſumme of 600 ® is to bee payed, although the Ship were 
not of that blirthen. 

If the like Ship of 200 Tunnes be fraighted, and the ſumme is not 
(either by the Great, or Tunne ) expreſſed ; then ſuch fraighr as is 
accuſtomed to be payed in the like Voyages, is due, and ought to bee 
payed accordingly. 

If the like Ship of 200 Tunnes bee fraighted by the Tunne, and 
full laden, ccoeniing totheir Charterpartie : then Ffraighr is to bee 
payed for euery Tunne, otherwiſe but for ſo many Tunne as the la- 
ding in the ſame was, a7 

If the like Ship of two' hundreth be fraighted, and named ro be of 
that burthen in their couenant, and being fraighted by the Tunne, 
ſhall be found to bee leſſe in bigneſſe, there is no more due to bee 
payed, than by the Tunne, for ſo many as the ſame did carry and 
brought in goods. 

| If 
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If thelike ſhip be fraighted for two hundred tunnes ortherabouts, 
this addition (or thereabows) is within fiue tunnes commonly taken 
and vnderſtood,as the moitic of the number ten, whereof the whole 
number is compounded. 

IF thelike ſhip be fraighted by thegreat, and the burden of it is 
not expreſſed in the contraR, yer the ſumme certaine agreed vpon is 
to be paied without any cauillation. 

If fraight be agreed vpon for the commodities laden or to be la- 
den,fora certaine price for euerie Packe, Barrel], Butr, and Pipe, &c. 
without any regard had to the burden of the ſhip, but ro giue her 
the fulllading : no man maketh doubt but that the ſame is to be per- 
formed accordingly. 

If the like ſhip, or any other (being fraighted by the greart for a 
ſummecertaine ) happen to be caft away, there is nothing due for 
fraight : but if the ſhip be fraighted by rhe tunne; or peeces of com- 
modities laden and caſt away and ſome ſaued, then is it fiade que- 
ſtion: ble,whether any fraight be due for the goods ſaued prorata, al- 
beit there is none due atall : forthe Aflurorsare norto beeabridged 
herein by any fraighr. 

Hence ariſe ſome other queſtions, Exempli gratia, Whether a Ma- 
ſter of a ſhip(hauing vndertaken to carrie ouer a familie, or certaine 
ſlaues, or cattell,and ſome of them dying in the voyage) ſhall haue 
any fraught for thoſe perſons or cattell which are dead * whereupon 
three conſiderations are incident. 

1 If the contract was made for the whole familie,{lanes, or cat- 
tell, then the fraight or paſſage money is due, and to be pated for all. 

2 If it be couenanrted, that for eueric head or paſlenger, the ma. 
ſer ſhall haue a certaintie : then for the dead neuer comming to the 
deſtined place, there isnothing due. 

3 Ifitdo not appeare how the agreement was made, bur that 
there is a certain ſummeagreed vpon zthen that agreement being an 
entire thing, is tobe performed, although ſome died : the reaſon is, 
becauſe there was no fault in the maſter,and therefore the rule of Re 
inte2ra remaineth good : and if a woman be carried ouer and bedeli- 
uered of a child in the voyage, yerthere isnothingto be paied forthe 
paſſage of the child which ſhe carieth in her armes. 

Thereis anancient queſtion, Whether a Maſter of a ſhip who pro- 
miſed to place another in his ſhip, and to expole him in a certaine 
place, can demaund any recompence for the ſame, heneuer hauing 
placed the partie there, but the partie came into the ſhip,and ſo went 
oucr : wherein they conſider the difference berweene liuing crea- 
tures and rational,or things dead and inſenfible: and diuers otherrea- 

ſons which I omit, forit may well bee compared to the diſpura- 
tion de Lana Caprina, whether the haire of rhe Bucke be woollor 
haire, which putteth me in mind of a prettie tale, which for yarietic 
of theame, I here beſtow vpon merrie conceited mariners, 


The Poets(hauing made Cares to be the ferrie-man of hell, paſſing A=enierale 


of Carons wa- 
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A ſophiſticated 
cor. 


Argum 


ouer the ſoules of an infinite number of perſons of diuers profeſſi- 
ons) faine, Thatona time a Sophiſter was to betranſported , who 
tooke exception at Carons Beard , and bya Sillogiſme would proue 
him to be a Goat, framing his argument in this manner, A Goat hath 
2 Beard which is neuer kembed, and you haue a Beard which is ne- 
uer kembed, ergo youare a Goat : Caron anſwering, did wonder at 
his concluſion, and rooke vpon himto proue the Sophifter to be an 
Aſſe, becauſe that of acompariſon he made an argument : for ſaieth 
he, if you had madeaSillogiſme in this manner, That which is Haile 
is no Snow, Haile is white, ergo Snow is not white; then there had 
beene ſome ſhew of Reaſon.But tell me, what is an Aſſe 7 and the 
Sophiſter anſwered,[t wasa liuing creature without Reaſon, and be- 
ing demaunded what Reaſon was, he ſaid, It was to follow and yſe 
the good,and to ſhun the cuill : then Carer concluded vpon his owne 
words,and faid, Your own words haue proucd you an Aſle, wanting 
Reaſon or you had no Reaſon in the world,whereby you ſhould be 
guided to. follow the good, which is vertue, but you haue followed 
euil, which is vice,which made you to come hither to receiue the pu- 


 niſhment of an Aſſe,which(being incident vnto moſt mariners com- 


Equitic 18 ſea- 
faring cauſes 
much to be 


regarded. 


ming on ſhoarc) I wiſh them to remember thankeſgiuing to God. 

And to conclude concerning Fraightments and Charterpatrrties, 
let vs obſerue, that cquitie in all things is to be confidered, and cf- 
pecially in ſea-fairing cauſes, and cauillations are to be auoided, as 
forexample, 

A Merchant fraighteda ſhip with all his furniture by the moneth, 
and purterh into herthe Maſterand Mariners,and vitualled the ſame 
at his charges, and maketh a charterpartie with the owner,promiſing 
to pay for the yſe of the ſhippe and furniture rwentie pound eueric 
monethat her returne into the river of Thames, and ſo ladeth in 
her for the Straits, and to go from Port to Port in ſeuerall places 
with merchandiſe, : and after twoyeares, or thereabouts,hauing ta- 
ken her lading in Barbarie,commeth for London, and by ſtorme and 
tempeſt the ſhip was caſt away neere Douer, and the goods were 1a- 
ued ; hereupon the Merchant denied to pay the fraight monethly to 
be reckoned, becauſe the ſhip did not arriue in the riuer of Thames, 
according to the words inthe charterpartie. Herein the owner was 
much wronged : for the money is due monethly, and the place is 
named onely to ſignifi the time when the money was due to be 


* paied for the ſhipdeſerueth wages like vntoa labourer, or like a 


mariner which ſerueth by the moneth, who is tobe payed for the 
time he hath ſerued, although he dies before the voyage be ended, 
as we find daily that the Eaſt-Indies companie payeth to their wiues 
or friends, The labourer i worthie of his hire. The ſhip is not fraigh- 
ted by the great,torun that aduenture,which is noted betore,neither 
was ſhe wanting her furniture of Cables, Anchors, Sailes, Ropes, or 
any thing whereby ſhe was diſabled to performe the voyage, and 
mightbethe cauſeof the caſting away : for if it were ſo, then there 

were 


, 
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were great cauſe giuen to denie the payment of the fraight. Againe, 
where it was alleaged, that the ſaid owner hath made aſſurance vpon 
the ſhip, for more than the ſame was worth, and did thereby recouer 
of the Aſſutrors a Benefit towards his loſſe, this did not concerne 
the Merchant, but the Aſſurors : and if the afſurance were ordetly 
made, the ſaid Afſurors haue paied the ſame duely, that is to ſay, If 
the pollicie or writing of aſſurance did declare, That the owner did 

value his ſhip in ſucha ſumme ;, whereof hereafter you may readin 

the proper place, intreating of the nature of Aſſurances, A Merchant 

valued one barrell of Saffroh at 1000 ®, hauing priuately pur ſo 

much in Gold in the ſame, the Gold was taken, but the Saffron was 

deliuered,and' the Afſurors did pay for the Gold. And the like is for 

Pearles or other things ſo valued. - | 

Ttem,when Coffers, Packes,or Pipes, and other marked commodi- 
ties or goods are delivered cloſe packed or ſealed , and afterwards 
ſhalt be received open and looſe, the maſter is tobe charged for it, 
yntill a due triall,and that conſideration thereof be had ; he muſt al- 
ſo anſivere for the harme which Rats doin the ſhip ro any merchan- 
dife for want of a Cat. 

The Merchant onthe other ftde, is ro be bound by the ſaid char- 
terpartie to pay the fraight of the goods by him laden,ceither by the 
Laſt, Tunne,or by the Packe and Fardel,according to theagreement; 
accounting for a Laſt, Tunne,or other thing,after therate of a'Tunne 
lading,wherein peſterable wares which take a great dealc of roome 
are excepted, and muſt beagreed for, and the goods laden are liable 
for the paiment of the fraight. The Merchant likewiſe doth couc- 
nant to pay Pilotage,if a Pilot be vied to bring the ſhip into the har- 
bor alſo primage,and petilodmanidge to the maſter forthe vſcof his pycrage. 
Cables to diſcharge the goods, and to the mariners to tharge and a + 
diſcharge them, which may beixe pence or twelue pence for the 7 ms 
Tunne lading , with ſome other clauſes and agreements made be- * * 
tweene the {aid Merchants and Maſter : whereinit is not amiſle to li- 
mit a good ſumme of money on-either ſide to be paicd for the per- 

formance of the charterpartie,, and to couenant the ſame by 

the ſaid charterpartic, whereof I do here preſcribe but 
one forme, conſidering the diuerſities of conditi- 
ons therein vied,as the Merchant and Maſter can 
agree,which euery Scriuenordoth vſually 
makeaccordingly,as in this Chap- 
ter is rehearſed, 
0.5 


Lawof Oleres, 


Thedueties of 
8 Maſter of a 
Ship, &c. 


CHAP. XXII. 


Of the Maſter of the Ship his power and duetic of the 
Maſter to the Merchants. 


-h2. 0% I He whole power and charge of the ſhip being 
FI Og. committed to the Maſter,requireth a ſtated man 
Obi Ig and of experience, whereunto the Owners are 
72 && © totake great heed, for his power is deſcribed 
B+ partly by the Owner or ſetter forth of the Ship, 
"2a y and partly by the Common-law of the ſea ; by 
® meanes and vertue whereof the Maſter may, if | 
need be, borrow money in aſtrangecountrie, with the aduice of his 
companie, vpon ſome of the rackle or furnitureof the Ship,or clſe 
ſell ſome of the Merchants goods, prouided-that the Merchant be 
repaicd againe at the higheſt pric@thar the like goods arc ſold for-at 
the market : which being done, the fraight of thoſe goods fo ſcld 
and repaied, ſhall bealſo ages by the Maſter tothe Owner of the 
Ship,aſwell as the fraight of the reſt of the Merchants goods,exceprt 
the Ship periſh in the voyage in this caſe, onely the price that the 
g00ds were bought for ſhall be readred, and for no other cauſe may 
the Maſter take vp money, orſell any of the Merchants goods, al- 
though it were in thedanger of ſhip-wrecke. 

Such isthe duetie of a Maſter of a Ship that is prouidenr, that he 
ought not to make (aile and pur forth ro ſea, without the aduice and 
conſent of rhe moſt parr of his companie, EP when the wea- 
ther is ſtormie, othetwiſehe ſhall anfwyere the damages that com- 
meth thereby , principally, if he haue not prouided an expert Pilor, 
orif the Ship happet to fall ouer in the harbour. 

The Maſter ſhall be puniſhed alſo by damages, if the ouerloope 
of the Ship be vntyth , or the Putnpe be faultic, or a ſufficient co- 
uering be wanting, eſpecially for Corne, Vidtuall,and ſuch like com- 
moditics. 

He isalſo before his departure to deliver the names of all the per- 
ſons which he is to tranſport, and of his mariners, which with vs is 
but lately eftabliſhed : and ar his returne he is to deliuera true In+ 


ucntorie of the goods of-any perſons which ſhall happen to depart 
this 
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this life in that voyage , not onely becauſe his kindred and friends 
may haue intelligence of ir, bur alſo becauſe their goods may bee 
afe and forthcomming for one whole yeare : of which goods in the 
meane time , the bedding and appurtenances may bee taken by the 
Maſter and his Mate to their vſes , as alſo ſuch clothing and other 
things then vpon his bodie, may bee deliuered ro the Boats-man and 
the company , who doe for that diſpoſe of the dead bodie, putting 
the ſame into the Sea . 

When any goods or merchandiſes are delivered vnto the Ma- 
ſter, or his Clearke the Purſer of the Shippe, and laid within 
boord, or to the Ships fide, both wayes, is at the Maſters perill. 
But the Maſter is not bound to anſivere for ſuch things as are put 
in his Ship,without his and his companies knowledge; becauſe where 1 
menare found ignorant, they are alſo eſteemed not ro conſent . But 
if the Merchant or Paſſenger —_ his goods by himſelfe, as monics 
or ſuch things, in his Coffers, and then find fault to haue loſt them : 
then the Maſter and Company areto purge themſelues by their oath, 
but if afterwardsnotwithſtanding they be found guiltic , the denier 
ſhall pay thedouble, and alſo be puniſhed forperiurie. 

The Maſter is lyable for all damages ſuſtained by bad Hookes, 
Ropes, Blockes, or Lines, if the Mariners doe giue notice of it, and 
they ſhall beare their parts in the damage, and fo is healſo toanſwere 
any dammage hap caing by vnreaſonable ſtowing or breaking of 
goods, and therein he and his companie may be put totheir oath. 

Further, whatſocuer ſhall happen through fault, negligence, or 
chance, which might beauoided, or if it bee done by the paſſengers 
or other than himſelfe and his companie, the Maſter is anſwerable. 

If by the Maſters default, confiſcation of goods or other da- 


mages happens for non-payment of Cuſtome,por falſe Bills of entries xa ofOleron 


in the Cuſtome-houſe for goods, or for tranſporting of valawfull 
eoods, the Maſter ſhallanſwere for the ſame with the intereſt, 

But concerning the ſuing for the ſaid goods, the Maſter may well 
doe it, as the Merchant may purſue for ſpoyled goods. And not- 
withſtanding if it ſhall bee found, thatthe Merchant's in any faulr 
concertling the goods, as aforeſaid ; then if the Maſter, and foure of 
his companie,Mariners,ſweare no fault to haue beene in them, the 
Maſter ſhall be cleared thereby. 

The Maſter is to keepe his companie in peace , and if any Mariner 
ſhall be hurt in doing ſeruice, or by his companion, the Maſter ſhall 
cauſe him to be we , aShee whois onely anſwerable for the fact 
within ſhipboord , and then by his authoritie recover from the other 
Mariner the charges, andany thing that the hurt man hath loſt there- 
by ; except that hee who'is hurtor lamed , haue pronoked the other 
by cuident aſſault or ſtroakes. 

And if a Mariner fall ficke, the Maſter ſhall cauſe him to bee laid 
ina houſe, with all ſuſtentation neceſlarie and vſuall in the Ship , but 
ſhall not ſtay the Ship vatill hee bee healed : and when hee recouers 
health 
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health ſhall give him his hyre, or if hee dye ſhall giue it to the 
wife or necreſt friends. But if a Mariner bee not hurt in the Ships 
ſeruice , the Maſter ſhall hyre another in his place who if hee 
haueagreater hyre, that Mariner then ſhall recouerthe ſurplus, And 
alwayes the Maſter ought to lend his Mariners if they want, If 
through the Maſters fault the Shipboat periſh, with any Mariners in 
it, by ſpoyled Ropes or otherwiſe , then ſhall the Maſter pay one 
whole yeares hire to the heires of the drowned. | 
Item, he ought to giue his Mariners Fleſh vpon Sunday, Tueſday, 
and Thurſday, and vpon other dayes Fiſh or ſuch like, with ſufficierit 
drinke ; but no meat to them that ſleepes not in the Ship. Neuerthe- 
leſſe the qualitic and quantitie of Mariners food and hires goeth di- 
uerſly, according tohe diuers Cuſtomes of Countries, and the con- 
ditions made with them at the entring of the voyage, whereof re- 
membrance is to be kept to auoid diſcords, which are more dange- 
rous on the Seas than on Land. 
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Of the Duties and Priuiledges of Mariners. 


Ccording to the Law of Oleroy, Mariners owe 
all due obedience to the Maſter, nor onely in 
- flying from him in his wrath, ſo farre as they 
2 Can, but alſo in ſuffering ; yet may they after 
one ſtroake defend themſclues. 

ATE) In caſe of rebellion of Mariners againſt their 

7 Maſter, which is thought then tobe done,when 
h thrice lifted the Towell from before any Mariner, 
and yet he ſubmitsnot himſelfe : then may hee not onely bee com- 
manded forth of the Ship at the firſt land, but alſo if hee make open 
ſtrife and debate againſt the Maſter, hee ſhall loſe his halfe hire,with 
all the goods he hath within ſhipboord. 

But if in this ſtrife a Mariner vſeth any armour or weapons, then 
ſhould the reſt of the Mariners bind him, impriſon him , and preſent 
him to the Iuſtice : ſo that if any refuſe to aſſiſt, hee ſhall loſe his 
hire andall things he hath within ſhipboord . Yea in caſe any num- 
ber of the Mariners wouldconſpire, and force the Maſter to paſſe to 
any other Port than to the which he was fraighted, they may bee ac- 
culcd criminally and puniſhed, as for a capitall crime, Py 
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And yet if a rebellious Mariner repent intime, and offer amends 
fora ſimple rebellion, and the Maſter notwithſtanding refuſe, he may 
follow the Ship and obtaine his hire. | 

Mariners ought each one to helpe and aſſiſt others on the Seas, or 
elſe he that retuſeth loſeth his hire, and the oath of his fellowes ſhall 
bea proofeagainſt him. | 

Mariners in a ſtrange Port, ſhould not leaue the Ship without the 
Maſters licence, or faſtning her with foure ropes, or elſe the loſe fals 
ypon them .. They arealſotoattend the Ship vnrtill ſhee be diſchar- 
ged and ballaſted new, and the Tackle taken downe . And if a Ma- 
riner during the time of her diſcharge and lading, labour not with 
the reſt of the companic, but goeth idle, andabſents himſelfe, hee 
ſhall pay a fine to the reſt of the companie pro rata. In a ſtrange 
Countrey, the one halfe of the.company at the leaſt , ought to re- 
maine on ſhipboord, and the reſt who goe on land ſhould' keepe ſo- 
brietic and abſtaine from ſuſpeRed places, orelſe ſhould bepuniſhed 
in bodie and purſe: like as he who abſents himſelfe when the Ship is 
readie to ſayle, yea if he give out himſelfe worthier than he is in his 
calling, hee ſhall loſe his hire , halfe ro the Admirall, andthe other 
halfe to the Maſter . But this eſpecially oughtro be executed againſt 
an vnworthy Pilot. The Mariner alſo forfeits his hire, if the Ship 
breake in any part, and hee helpe not with all his diligence to ſauce 
the goods, 

If it. chance otherwiſe than well with the Maſter, the Mari- 
ners are then holden to bring backe the Ship to-the Port , from 
whence ſhee was fraighted, without delay, except.it bee otherwile 
prouidcd. 

A Mariner may carrie as much meat out of the Ship , as hee may 
catat a meale, but no drinke. = 

A Mariner may keepe cither his portage in his owne hands, of put 
forth the ſamefor fraight, and yer the Ship ſhall not ſtay yponthe 
lading of his portage : ſo that in caſe the Ship be fully laden be- 
fore the goods for his portage bee brought in, hee ſhall onely haue 
the fraight of ſo much goods. 

IF a Ship paſſe further than the Mariner was hired,his hire ſhould 
be accordingly augmented, except hee be hired 4 Mareages, mais non 4 
deniers,as the French man ſpeakes,or by the moneth for all the yeare. 

If a Mariner runne away with his hire vndeſerued, hee deſerves 
the Gallowes. | 

If a Mariner be hired for a ſimple Mariner, andafterwards in the 
yoyage findes hiring, to bea Pilot or a Maſter,he may paſle,reſtoring 
his former hire ; and fo itis if he marrie. 

Mariners are not onely to diſcharge and deliuer goods out of the 
Ship, bur alſo if no Porters or Carriers bee in thoſe parts, to carrie 
the ſame themſelucs for: ſuch hire as other workemen ſhould haue 
had therefore. 

If it happeaa Ship to be priſed for debt, or othcrwile to bee for- 
O feited, 
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feired, yet the Mariners hire is to be payed, and if ſhe prof ber, tO re- 


,cciue their pay inthe ſame money that the fraight is payed with. 


Laſtly, a Mariner ſhould neither be arrefted , nor taken forth of a 
Ship making readic to ſayle, for any debt, but onely his hire and as 
much other goods as hee hath in the Ship may be arreſted for it, ac- 
cording to the value of the debt , and the Maſter to bee anſwerable 


for all ; becauſe the we is compared to a mans dwelling houſe, 
which is his ſure refuge 


y the Law, except it be for a ſworne debt, 
ora penaltic tothe King through ſome crime. 
C2 
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CHAP, XXIIII. 
Of the Office of Aſſurances , and the Ancient 
Cuſtome of the ſame. 


SJ Ladius Ceſar, the fifth Romane Emperour, by ſic- 
WL ceffion of goucrnement from Julrus Ceſar , who 
| was before the Birth of our Sauiour Chriſt, 
(borne vnder Auguſtus ) and the firſt perſecy- 
SER tion of Chriſtians was vnder Tiberius , and the 

—— ſecond( more cruell ) vnder Calizuls , whom Clay- 
dixs did immediately ſucceed. 

This Clandrus did bring in this moſt laudable Cuſtome of Afſu- 
rances, whereby the danger and aduenture of goods is divided , re- 
parted, and borne by many perſons, conſenting, and agreed ypon be- 
tweene them, what part eucrie man will be contented to aſſure,make 
good and pay ifany loſſe or caſualtie ſhould happen to the goods ad- 
uentured, or to bee aduentured at the Seas, asalſo by Land, to the 
end that Merchants might enlarge and augment their Trafficke and 
Commerce, and not aduenture all in one Bottome to their loſſe 
and ouerthrow, but that the ſame might be reparted and anſwered - 
for by many. 

This Cuſtome comming to the knowledge of the inhabitants of 
Oleron was recorded, and by them ſer downe for a Law, and pradti- 
ſed to be obſerued through all the Sea-coaſt Townes of France, and 
yet was firſt yſed in England, and after vs imitated by the Antuerpi- 
ans, and all other Nations there inhabiting when that Citie did flou- 
riſh . And whereas herein London,the mecting amongft Merchants 


« Wwasin Lombard-ſtreet in London, as aforeſaid ( ſo called , becauſe 


of Merchancs, Certaine Italians out of Lombardie kept there a Pawne-houſe or 


Lombard, 
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Lombard,long before the Royal Exchange was builded by fir Thomas 
Greſham knight) all the policies or writings of Aſſurances which then 
were, and now yet are made, do make mention, That it ſhall be in all 
things concerning the ſaid Aſſurances,as was accuſtomed ro be done 
in Lombard Street in London ; whichis imitated alſo in other places 
of the Low-countries. Theſe Aſſurancesare made inthe ſaid Office 
in the Weſt end of the ſaid Royall Exchange in London, which are 
of ſeuerall natures, as followeth,and atdiuers and ſeuerall rates, The 
Commiſſioners for the ſaid Aſſurances are choſcn yearely ( or at 
the leaſt ſome of them) in the beginning of euerie yeare; And at 
Roan,at the time when the Merchants of all nations chuſe their Pri- 
or and Conſulls. The chiefe authoritie with vs doth reſt in the Lord 
Maior of London, confirmed by an AR of Parliament in the later 
time of Queene Elizabeth ( as uy may vnderſtand by the manner of 
proceedings for Aſſurances) for the obtaining whereof, I have ſun- 
drie times attended the committees of the ſaid parliament,by whoſe 
meanes the ſame was enacted, not without ſome difficultie : becauſe 
there was many ſuits in law by ation of Aſſumpſir before that time, 
vpon matters determined by the commiſſioners for Aſſurances, who 
for want of power and authoritie could not compell contentious 
perſons to performe their ordinances ; and the partie dying,the At- 
ſumpſit was accounted to be void in law. 


The nature of _A(ſurances. 


He nature of Afnrances areeitherypon goods laden orto be la- 

den outwards in ſicha ſhip, bound from ſuch a place to ſich a 
place. As for example,from London to Saint Lucar vpon Perpetu- 
anoes or Corne,yvntill it belaied on ſhoare at Siuill, whichaduenture 
is as well in the ſmall ſhips, lighters,or boats, whereby it is carried vp 
to the citieof Siuill vntill landing of it, as it was in the ſhip whereby 
the ſaid Perpetuanoes or Corne was tranſported from London to 
Sain Lucar ; and any damage either totally orin part,is tobeanſwe- 
redby the Aſſurors accordingly , and pro rata that euerie man hath 
ſubſcribed in the policie or writing of Aſſurance, as by the ſaid com- 
miſhoners for Aſſurances ſhall be ſer downe. 

Other Aſſurances are made vpon goods laden or to be ladeni home- 
wards in ſuch a ſhip vnder ſuch a marke, the maſters name, and any 
other circumſtances wherby the ſaid goods or commodities may be 
knowneto be the ſamethat are aſſured ;as laden,or to be Jaden,by 
ſucha man, in ſuch a place, about ſuch a time, &c. which if it be in 
any ſhip that was fraighted outwards, may be better ſpecified, or if 
it be by letters of aduice,it may be deſcribed accordingly, which ad- 
uenture may alſo run from the time that the ſaid goods /po/uo oyles 
of Vrrera)were laden into-any Veſſell, Lighter, or Boat, to come 
downe the riuer to Sain Lucar to be laden inſuch a ſhip, or any 
ſhip(neither naming the ſhip nor maſter) vnto the citie of London, 
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_ 
and the ſaid Oyles there laied on land, Butto declare that the Pipes 
are marked with ſuch a marke, to be laden by ſucha man, doth 
much ſtrengthen the ſaid Aſſurance,to auoid cauillations, doubts,or 
controuerſies. | 

Other Aſſurances are madevpon goods laden in aſhip for a.cer- 
taine place, which ſhip is fraighted going and comming z as for Tur- 
kie , or any placesiin the Mediterranean ſeas, bound togo into ſe. 
uerall ports to diſcharge part of the lading in one place , and 
the reſt in another place; and then to Jade againe homewards 
in ſuch another-place : and all this Aſſurance is one entire Aﬀu. 
rance, vntill the ſhip be returned home, and the goods ſafely re- 
cciued on land, 

Other Aſſurances are made ypon goods to be ſent or laden from 
one place to another, and vpon the returne of the prouenue 
thereof; as from Lixborne to, Braſile, and backe againe to Lix- 
borne, or from Saint Lucar tothe Weſt-Indies, Santo domingo, 
Perou, or any other places, and fo backe againe; or from Por- 
tugall ro the Eaſt-Indies, and.in like, manner to Lixborne againe. 
All which Aſſurances are verie daungerous , becauſe a man can- 
not have aduice when the. voyages are performed ; and it hath 
fallen out, that the Aſſurors haue borne two aduentures for one, 
the ſhip making two voyages vnknowne to the Afſurors, dwelling 
in remote places. | | 

Other Aſſurances are made ypon the Ship or Shippes Tackle, 
Furniture, and Keele of the Shippes, ſocalled becauſe all isto be 
bound to the Afſurors , and likewiſe the Aſſurors are liable and 
bound to anſwere for the whole Ship, as alſo for Cables, An- 
chors, and any Furniture, or part of. the ſame, which is alſo dan- 
gcrous and much ſubic&to Aueridges and other caſualties, eſpe- 
cially if it be vpon a Shippe that cannot. drinke of all waters, 
whereunto diuers men may lay claime ; ' or for ſome a& perpe- 
trated'by. her in times paſt, whereby the. ſame may beecalled in 
queſtion, which is the cauſe that the price of aſſurance ypon Ships 
isalmoſt double.. 0 | | 

Other Aſſurances axe made vpon goods and merchandiſes ſent 
by land from one place to another, by the Condutors or Carri- 
ers to Venice, Frankford, orany other places, wherein the goods 
commonly are declared, and the marke alſo : and this manner of Af- 
ſurance is eſperially performed by the ConduRors, who take for the 
charges a certaine allowance for euerie pound weight that the goods. 
do weigh,and moreouer 2, 3, Or 4 vpon the hundreth pounds in va- 
luethat the ſaid goods are eſteemed to be worth : and he doth ap- 
pointa ſufficient gard of ſouldiors to conuey the ſame by land and ri- 
uers tothe places intended,which neuertheleſſeby a ſtronger power 
hane many t imes been taken by the Freebooters. 

Other Aſſurances are made vpon the liues of men, for diuers rc- 
ſpcas,ſome becauſe their eſtate is meerely for terme of life, and if 
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they haue childrenor friendsto leaue ſome part of theireſtate vnto, 
they value. their life at ſo'many hundreth pounds for one or more 
yeares, and cauſe thatvalueto' be aſſured atfiue, ſix, ten or more 
for euerie. hundrethpounds, and if he do departthis life within that 
time, the Aſſurors pay the money ; as it happened of late, that 
one being ingaged for fir Richard Martin Krught, Maſter of the 
Mint , cauſed 309/®. to bee aſſured vpon the life of the-faid fir 
Richard, 'bcing ſome goyearcs of age, and:thereforc gaue twentie 
and fiue pro cemturn tothe Aſſurors :, The auncicnt knight dyed with- 
in the yeare, and the ſaid Afſurors did pay the money. Alſo one 
malter Xiddermaſter hauing bought an office of the-ſixe Clerkes of 
the Chauncerie, and taken vp money of others, cauſed fortheir al- 
ſurance for many yeares together 2000 ® to be aſſured vpon his 
life after foure and five inthe hundreth,vnrill he had paied that mo- 
ney ; which is verie commodious. 

Likewiſe a traueller yndertaking a voiage to Ieruſalem or Baby- 
lon, delivering out money payable at his returne, will prouidently 
aſſureaſumme of money vpon his life, either to ſecure ſome men 
that do furniſh him with money to performe his voyage, and topur 
forth the greater ſumme, orto leaue ſome meanes vato his friends, 
if he ſhoulddie and neuer rerurne. So-that this office ts moſt necefſa- 
rie in all humane ations, and men cannot inuent or imagine any 
thing, but the value of it may be aſſured, as. you may iudge by the 
former examples. And herein muſt be noted, that Afſurors are ve- 
ric fitly compared vnto Orphanes, becauſe they may endure much 
wrong, but cannot commit any ; for they are to be orderedand com- 
maunded by the Commiſſioners ſentence, and muſt performe the 
ſame; to which end the Lord Maiorof London (for the time being) 
hath authoritie tocommit them to priſon, if in-caſe they do not 1a- 
tisfic the ſame within a timelimired,vnrill they doit. | 

Other Aſſurances are made, and theſe are the moſt dangerous of 
all, becauſe they are made vpon ſhips and goods, loſt or not loſt , 
which is not onely in regard thata ſhip knowne to be departed, doth 
not arriue in many moneths after to the appointed place of diſ- 
charge : but alſo'if any newes doe come that the ſhip and goods is 
caſt away, neuertheleſſe if the Aﬀſurance be made with the wordes 

(loſt or not loſt) the Aſſurors beate the aduenture of it, vnleſle it 
can beproued that rhe partie who cauſed the Aſſurance tobe made, 
did ſee the ſhip whenir was caſt away, in this caſcir is a fraud : as the 
fraudulent dealing of him that had a rotten ſhip,and cauſed aſſurance 
to be made ypon -_" and cauſed the fame toperiſh or ſinke at the 


ſeas, tomake the Aﬀſurors topay for his rotten ſhip which could not 
be ſold by him, 

Inthe caſe of Aſſurances of loft or nor loſt, I remember that in 
the yeare 1583, there was a rich Carracke called the Saint Peter, 
(comming from the Eaft-Indies for Lixborne) miſſing a long time, 
and other 

places, 


and there was aſſurance made vponher in Antuerpe, Roan, 
O 3 
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places,at-30 pro centam.'' Within three yeares after, there'camevr 
did arrme-ar- Lixbornea ſmallerſhip richly Iadeny which was'rnade 
of theother ſhip:which was caſt on ſhoare-itracertaine Iſland, and 
thereupon'certaine controuerfies did' ariſe betweene-the owners-of 
thegoods and the Affurors, as atſothe maſterandenatiners:*Ar laſt 
it wasadivdged at Lixborne by thefea-law, thatthe maſterahd ma- 
rinersſhould haue one third part; and that th&Afdurors ſhould come 
in for ſo much as they had pro rata afſured,all charges dedutted ; the 
ſhip to be the owners of the former Carracke: with the likeconſide- 


ratton as aforeſaid; 2"! 4. 4 305tdh, il 0 185/91 
Pricesof Aſu» Concerning the price 'of Aſſurances or Promio'(as the Spaniards 
rances, callit) it is differing inall places; according ro the ſciruation of the 


place, and thetimes either of warte or peace;ordaunger of Pirats, 
men of warre,or rockes, and vnacceſſible places,ſeaſons of the yeare 
and ſuch like : and the faid Premiowas neuer lefſe than arthis time, 
for Aſſurances are made for Middleborough and Amſterdam art 3 
pro cent. the like fronyLondon toRoan and Diepe, Edenborough in 
Scotland,and Hamborough in Eaft-land : and from London to Bour- 
deaux and Rochell, Lubccke, Denmarke,4 vpot the hundreth : as 
alſo for Batbarie;for Lixborne, Biſcay, Ireland, Danſicke, Riga, Re- 
uell,and Sweaden, 5 in the hundreth : Siuill, Gibraltar, Maliga,and 
the Iflands,s and 7 :: for Ligorne,Cinita Vecchia, 8 and 9+: Venice 
10, Wardhouſe 9, Ruſha 9, Santo domingo 11 and 12 : and for 
the Faſt-Indies r5:;nay both tor going and comming hath bin made 
at 20 pro centum. | 


'C H A:P, XXV. 


Of pollicies of Aſſurances R and the ſubſtance of them, 
Mi and of Contributions, tt 


2-2 5'Fc have partlytouthed whata policie or writing 


| F (< of Aſſurance is,by thenatureof Aſſurances afore- 
F 5 the Aſſurors are ſubie&. But now we are to ex- 


ſaid,and the dangers and aduentures whereunto 
By 9 preſſe them vpon the verie words contained in 

772 all or moſt policies of Aſſurances, namely, 
h > WY Of the Seas, menof Warre, Fire, Enemies, Pirats, 
Rouers, Theewes, Teltezons , Letters of Mart, and Conenants, CArreſt 
Reſtraints gud Detainements of Kings and P rigces, and of all other perſons, 
| Barrd- 
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Barratrie of the Maſter and Mariners, and of all other Perills, Loſſes aud 
Misfortiaits whatſoener they be, and howſoeucr they ſhall happen or come, to 
the burt'and detriment of the Goods and Merchandiſes, or any pars or parcell 
thertof,, &96. ©. a0 198 1,9:910 | 

Firſt, the Policie ofaffarance faith, Thatſuch a man (of what na- 
tion'6tquialitie ſocuer he be) cauſed himſelfeto be affured from ſich 
a placetofuch'a place, vpon goods or,&c.ladenortobe laden,in the 
good'Ship-called\/the Dragon, or &c. of the burthen of ſo many 
Tunnes; whereof A;B. is Maſter for ſucha voyage, and to beare the 
aduentures abotieſaid, If the perſon whoſe name is vied inthe aflu- 
rance, be in time of warre taken to be no friend tothe State, there is 
a danger to pay the' ſaid'affurance , if (after the ſubſcription of the 
aſſurour ) the goods ſhould becarreſted and be made forfeited roan- 
ſwere the ſame to rhe Prince ;'albeit this was by the hreQueene E/- 
zabeth contradited inthe point'of honour, as it pleaſeFher of a roy- 
all and noble diſpoſition to fay ina caſe concerning the Portugalls, 
ſubiedts to her aduerfarie, Phithprhe ſecond King of Spaine . Forin 
the yeare 1589, a great Ship being taken by-certaine men of warre 
of London, and brought into:Plunmouth laden with Pepper, Sugar, 
and other commodities at Lixborne, to bee deliueredar Venice zit 
pleaſed the Lords of her Highnefſe'moſt honourable priuic: Coun- 
cell to deliuer vnto me all the Lerters, Bills of lading,/and Inuoyces 
which were found inthe ſaid Ship (being written in fixor ſeuen " 
rall languages) to the end I ſhoul>make truereport of the contents 
of thern, to know to whoin properiyttiſe ſaid goods 1d appertaine : 
in doing whereof I found thata geeat parrof the ſaid goods did be- 
long ro the Venetians, as alſo tothe Flotentines, with whom theſaid 
Queene had no quarrell ; but that the faid: goods were affured at 
Lixborne by the Portugall Merchants . Hereupon there was a pre- 
tence to make. them good prize,and the-matter was'long debated, 
and at laſt reſolued that the parties ſhould haue reſtitution of their 
goods, the rather for thar the Portugalls were great loſexs many 
wayes : which was done accordingly. 

The lofles which ordinarily,according to. the ſeaſons of the yeare 
happen vpon the Seas are knowne : the like-is , more or lefſe, with 
men of warre, enctnies,Pirats; Rouefs arid thecues , eſpecially with 
men of warre in times of hoſtilitie ( a&it is intimesof peace by Pi- 
rats, Rovers, or theeues ) which are affaylingtheenes : for otherwiſe 
if there bee thceues-on ſhipbootd within themſelues ; the Maſter of 
the Ship is to an{were for thar, and to make it good, ſo that the aſſu- 
rors are not to be charged with any ſuch-lofſe ; which ſometimes is 
not obſerued/ As fraudulentafſurances and the loſſe of ſtolnegoods 
within ſhipboord, doth notconcern the affurors:ſo likewiſe the fault 
of the Pilot is to bee conſidered on their. behalfe , by the Lawes of 
Olerop, after that the Pilot hath brought zhe Ship in ſure harbour;hee 
is no further bound or lyable :. for then the Maſter'is to fee to her 
bed and her lying, and bearealt the reſt of her burthen, chatge, and 

' danger, 


Loffſes tobe. 


well conlide- 
red of, in the 


behalfe of the 
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danger . So thar if before ſhe come into the Port or ſome aferie,ci- 


Lowes ainft ther ſhee or goods periſh or bee ſpoyled , the Pilot makes good the 
i P- ſame; yeaif hi Faulror ignorance. bee {o groſſe., that the companie. 


Contribution 
for Pirats, 


Contribution 


for Sojie 


Contribution 


ſees any manifeſt and preſent wracke to all thereby, then may they. 
lead him to the Hatches and ſtrike off his head. 

Morcouer; if without apparant danger ,;ſome of the skilfulleſt 
Mariners deeme that a Pilot.is nor ſo skilfull, as hee maketh bogſt or 
profeſſian of; then ſhall he both loſe his hire ; and double thefameto 
the Admirall and Maſter, or elſe ( by the Law of Denmarke ) paſſe 
thrice vnder the Ships Keele. Andalſaif a Pilot hired for a voyage 
beenotreadie adds, hee ſhall nor onely pay the Maſter and 
Merchants damage or ſtay ; but alſo the fraight that is loſt thereby, 
except ſickeneſſe or ſome yery lawfultexcuſe qualifie the ſame. 

The like confideration muſt be had in the contribution made to ſa- 
tisfie Pirats; for if ſhipor goods be redeemed from a Pirat, the con- 
tribution muſt be made by all, becauſe the redemption is made for 
the ſafetie of all . But if the Pirat be once maſter of all,and yet take 
but ſome ſpeciall goods, whether from Ship or Merchant, and nor as 
a contentation for ſparing of the reſt: in this caſe becauſe the re- 
mainder is not afſuted thereby bur freely ſpared, no contribution is 
to bee made for the taken goods, to charge any aſſuror with any 
part thereof, For oftentimes Pirats take bur things at pleafure and 
nor of mind. ro ſpoyle. But now adayes commonly it is taken and 
ſuppoſed otherwiſe, howbeit bcyorid the Seas the loſer of the goods 
ſo taken, beareth his owne loſle vnleſſe it bee aſſured. It was fo 
iudged by a packe of Stockings, taken( out of a ſhip of Amſterdam 
bound for Sanlucar ) by the Moores of Barbarie, inthe yeare 1589, 
and the afſurors payedaccordingly, who had aſſured onely vpon that 
Packe: whereas if it had bin caſt intoan Aucridge to makeall the aſ- 
ſurorsof that Ship contributarie , the faid affurors had beene much 
eaſed. And itis therefore to be obſerued,and the Law of Oleros is, If 
by the loſing of any caſt goods, or vpon any needfull occaſion the re- 
maining goods be ſpoyled,cither with wet or otherwiſe, a contribu- 
ww 1 bee made proportionable for ſo much as they arc made 
worſe. | 

Againe, if itbe needfull ro lighten a Ship, for her eaſier entric 


for lighening into the harbour or channell , two parts of the lofle fall ypon the 


goods, and the third part ypon the Ship, vnleſſe the Ship is more 
worth than the lading, and that the charge of goods bee not the cauſe 
of her inabilitie to enter, but ſome bad qualitie proceeding of the 
Ship it ſelfe,or that otherwayes it be prouided in the Charter-party, 
that the goods ſhall bee fully delivered at the Port coucnanted and 
appointed for them. Condition makes law,which concerneth the a(- 
ſurors alſo to looke vnto. In which caſe it is alſo to bee obſerued, 
That if by occaſion of lightening , the goods whichare in the Boar 
or Lighter periſh, the Ship and the goods remaining on ſhipboord 


ſhall make good the ſaid loſe, But onthe contrarie, if the Ship my 
| goods 
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goods remaining periſh , after the Lighter is once ſafe, no contribu- 
' tion ſhall be ſer vpon the goods in the Lighter, becauſe it isa certaine 

rule, That —_— are lyable onely to contribution , when ſhip and 
goods come ſafe to the Port. 


Items, contribution ſhould be forthe Pilots fee, that hath brought Concriburion 
' the Ship intoan vnknowne Port for her ſafegard, as alſo to raiſe her or *ilow. 


off ground, when the fault is not in the Maſter. 

Sois it when two Ships ruſhand croſle one ouer another, and the 
company ſweare, that it lay not in their power to ſtay the ſame, con- 
tribution muſt bee made for the repairation of both their loſſes ; 
but not ſo if one of them periſh, for which an Attion may be brought 
againſt the negligent Maſter or Mariner, who did make her looſe. 
And therefore, if ſuch a chance doe happen in the day time by a 
Ship vnder ſayle, againſt a Ship riding at Anchot , then the Maſter of 
that ſayling Ship, ſhall make good the damage and hurt of the other, 
to the vttermoſt : and the like ſhall bee done, if inthe night the ri- 
ding Ship doe put forth fire and light , or make any crying to fore- 
warne the other. 

It alſo appertaineth to this Argumerit ; If ſome ſort of goods, as 
Salt, or Corne, belaid on heap by diuers parteners in one Ship, with- 
out diſtintion, and that the Maſter deliuer toany of them their due 
meaſure, and before the reſt receive their meaſures, the remaining 
Salt or Corne waſhes or loſes ; he that had the hap to bee firſt ſer- 


ued, enioyes it fully without any contribution to the parteners; be- firſtſerurd, 


cauſe when theſe goods were put into the Ship, it was deliuered to 
the Maſter , Tanquarn in creditum, and ſo hee is become owner, as of 
money lent, which men ate not bourid to redeliuer in the ſelfe ſame 
pieces, but in valueor ſuch like coyne, except there bee ſome cogdi- 
tion paſt tothe contrarie . Andalbeit this isnot to be imputed vnto 
the Maſter as a fault, yetif hee that receiueth a loſſe thereby , will 
bring in this as an Aueridge, and charge the aſſurors with contribu- 
tion, itis vniuſt, for the reaſon aforeſaid ; and the Maſter muſt of ne- 
ceſlitic deliuer to one man before another . And therefore in the 
next Chapter wee will ſet downe the manner of execution for con- 
tributions, otherwiſe called Aueridges. 


Concerning the danger and aduenture of Letters of Mart , Or x .e;50t 
Contremart, Sine jus Repriſaliarum, or Letters of Marque, cuery one Mare. 


knoweth that men bauing theſe Commiſſions or Letters from their 
Prince, are very vigilant inall places to ſurprize Merchants Ships 
and goods , for in this, one extremitie doth inforce another extre- 
mitte, when a man is oppreſſed with robberie; ſpoyles, and violence 
onthe Seas, by men ( falſly profeſſing friends ) in ſuch ſort, that no 
petition, interceſſion, or trauell, can procure a mans right, but that 
the ſubieRof one Prince hath open deniall of iuſtice, or reſtitution 
of goods cannot be had at the hands of a ſuhie of anosher Prince, 
nor of the Prince himfelfe,who ſhould ſuppreſſe iniuries and wrongs: 
Then( becauſe ſuch vniuſt dealing doe import iuſt cauſe of — 
an 
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and warfare) may theſe, Letters of Mart bee procured, to the end 
men may haue reſtitution or recompence of their loſſes, eſpecially, 
becauſe theſe proceedings ſeeme to denounce a warre without an 

Proclamation, ſhewing 'vnto other Nations the like diſtaſtfull-fa- 
uours as they ſhew vnto vs , which are allowed to bee done by Cu- 
ſtomes , Reaſons , and alſo by Statute Law in Scotland , and after- 
wards in England : The aſſurors therefore cannot bee fauoured 
herein. 

The next is Arreſts, Reſtraints , aud detainements of Kings and Prin- 
ces, and of all other Perſons happening both intime of warre and peace, 
committed by the publike authoritic of Princes, as alſo by priuare 
perſons, both wayes dangerous. 

There are in all Countries Priuiledged Ships and Boates , ſeruing 
the Countrey or the Prince, which haue great Prerogatiues, and are 
free of Impoſt and Cuſtomes, and not ſubic& toarreſts ; therefore 
the aſſurors are not to care for them , for they are to ſ{erue the 
Prince : and all Ships arc ſubieR to this ſeruice ypon command, and 
if they refuſe, their Ships are forfeited by the Sea-lawes : therefore 
intheſe caſes the fauour of the Admirall is alwayes required. Ir is 
an ordinarie matter in Spaine and Portugall, to make an.Embargo 
vpon all Ships, at the departure of the Weſt-India Fleet, or the Car- 
rackes for the Eaſt-Indies , and many times vpon 6ther occaſions, 
whereby Merchants Ships being laden are much hindered, cſpecial- 
ly, if it bee with Wines, Oyles,, Raiſons,, and ſuch like periſhable 
warcs.. Nowif the ownerof the goods, ſhall thinke that his wares 
doe perith, lying two or thrce moneths laden, or if it be Corne that 
may become hote and ſpoyled ; hee may renounce theſe goods or 
wares tothe afſurors, and therehy bring agreat loſſe vpon them. Yer 
neuerthelefle he ſhall not need to abandon the goods, forby the Po- 
licie of aſſurance it is alwayes prouided, That incaſe of any misfor- 
tune, itis lawfull for him, his FaQor or Aſlignes, or his Seruants, or 
any.of them, to ſue, labour and trauell for in and about the defence, 
fategard, or recouerie of the goods, and any part thereof.” And that 
the aſſurors ſhall contribute,each according to the rate and quanritie 
ofthe ſumme by him aſſured .. Sothat albeit, that it doe fall out thar 
the goods be not vtterly loſt when the Ship is caſt away, the aſſured 
muſt recover his whole money ; becauſe hee hath authoritic by tlic 
Policie of aſſurance to recouer them , or any part of them, as aforc- 
ſaid, and he is afterwards to yeeld an account thereof, for ſo much as 
doth concerne euery man ratably : otherwiſe the aſſured ſhould bee 
diſcouraged, it by thoſe meanes he ſhould make his aſſurance intri- 
cateand ſubje@ro all cauilations, and tothe interruption of ſo necel- 
ſarie and laudablea Cuſtome, as the matter of aſſurance is . There- 
fore, as in the matter in hand, wee haue a care for the aſſurors, thar 
they ſhould not bee deceived by thoſe that cauſe aſſurances to bee 
made : ſo on the other ſide, we would auoid to miniſter any occaſi- 


on whcreupon they might become quarrelſome , but that all _ 
e 
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be left tothe Commillioners determination, whoare ( or ſhould bee 
at the lcaſt ) beſt able to examine the premiſſes, 
Now concerning the Arreſts of particular perſons, vpon Ship or 
oods, the aſſured can make no renunciation to charge the Affurors 
with any loſſe either in the totall or part, becauſe vpon caution giuen 
toanſwerethe law, the ſhip or goods arreſted are inſtantly cleered 
in all places, cither heere or beyond theſeas, where the arreſts are 
made, wherein the iuriſdi&tion of all courts for ſea-taring cauſes are 
verie carefull ro ſee expedition vſed. ; 


Barratrie of the Maſter and Mariners can hardly beauoided, but by Barrazie of 
prouident care toknow them,or at the leaſt the Maſter of the ſhip the Maſter, 


a 
whereapod the afſurance is made. And if he be a carefull man, the 
danger of fire abone mentioned, will be the leſſe, for the ſhip-boyes 
muſt be looked vnto euerienight and diy . And in this caſe let vs al- 
ſo conſiderthe Afſurors; for itharh oftentimes happened, that by a 
candle vnaduiſedly vied by the boyes, orotherwiſe befdre the ſhi 
were vnladen,they haue bin fer on fire and burned to the verie keele, 
withall the goods in them, and the Afſurors haue paied the ſummes 
of money by them aſſured : neuertheleſſe herein the Aſſurors might 
haue beene wronged, although they beare the aducnture vnrill the 
oods be landed ; forit commeth to paſſe many times, that whole 
ps ladings are ſold on ſhip-boord and ever difcharged, becauſe 
they ſhouldauoid thepaiment of Cuſtomes and Impoſts,and there- 
fore they will breake no bulke,but depart for ſome other place.wis. 
Ships laden with Gaſcoyne Wines do come from Middleborough 
to London, which haue beene bought by the great, and either the 
ſeller of the Wines doth beare the aduenture of the ſeas,or the buy- 
er. So cuerie yeare there are diters ſhips which come from Norway 
laden with Deale-boords, Plankes, Maſts, and the like commodities, 
which being entred intorhe riuer of Thames for two or more daies, 
will depart againe for Spaine, or ſome places in the Straits, accor- 
ding as they haue made their bargaine with the Merchant : in like 
manner diuers other ſhips laden with other commodities, vpon the 
like bargaines and contracts, will make further voyages, and not 
diſcharge inthe place were it was firſt intended and named in the 
policie of Aſſurance, Now if after ſuch a bargaine made, the ſhi 
and goods (cither by fire, or atyy other misfortune)do periſh, the Aſ- 
ſarors are not to anſwers for that loſſe, notwithſtanding the generall 
wntds ( And of all other Perils, Loſſes 4nd Misfortunes whatſotuer they 
be, and howſoeuer they ſhall happen #r come,to the hurt and detrimiemt of the 
Goods and Merehandiſes, or ahty part or patcell thereof ) contained in the 
policie of Aſſurance asaforeſaid. TI hold iralſo conuenient to aduer- 
tiſe the Afſurors of a caſe of mine owne experience : In the yeare 
1589 I cauſed the ſhip of Aonſicur Gourdan goucrnour of Calais, to 
be fraighred for Lixborne, and to returnebacke againe to Calais or 


London : the ſaid ſhip (being arrived at Lixborne) was ladenwith A caſe to be 
Sugars, Peppcr, and other commodities to returne for London , —_— 


whereupon 
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whereupon I cauſed fix thouſand French crownes to be aſſured at 
Roan. Ir happened that the ſaid ſhip was caſt away vpon the coaſt of 
France, in comming homewards,and all the goods were vtterly loſt , 
whereupon intimation being made tothe Afſurors, I ſent4o the 
Commiſſioners of aſſurances at Roan, all my proofe concerning the 
lading of the ſaid ſhip, hoping to recouerthe money aflured , bur 
vpon examination of the Bills of lading, declaring truely the quali- 
tieand quantitie of thegoods , my factor of Lixborne (confiderin 
the dangerous time of warre, and my dwellingin London) left the 
place of her diſcharge in Blankc,and by letters ouerland gaue meno- 
ticeof it, which was made-apparant to the ſaid Commitſhoners , yet 
neuertheleſſe (after the examination of the ſea-lawes and cuſtomes, 
and the Paracer had of all experienced Merchants) it was ſentenced 
againſt me, and the Affurors were cleered, and made onely a reſti- 
tution of the money receiued by them for their Premio, and yet of 
that they did abate one halfe or medio por cients, as it were tenne ſhil- 
lings for euerie hundreth pound for their ſubſcribing to he policic 
of Afſurance,to my verie great loſle. 

Tothis purpoſe doth appertaine another propertie of Aſſurances, 
which happeneth, when Merchants cauſe a greater ſumme to be al- 
ſured than the goods are worth or amount vnto when they are laden 
intoany ſhip which is expeed home wards, making account that 
their FaRors will ſend them greater returnes than they do: in this 
caſe the Cuſtome is, that thoſe Aſſurors that haue laſt ſubſcribed to 
the policie of Aſſurance, beare not any aduenture at all, and muſt 
make reſtitution of the Premium by them receiued,abating one halfe 
in the hundreth for their ſubſcription,as in the caſe aforeſaid,and this 
is duely obſerued ; and ſo a Law not obſerued is inferior toa Cu- 
ſtome well obſerued. 

To conclude the point of policies of Aſſurances, let vs note, that 
of neceſſitie it is required asa conſideration precedent, that the AG 
ſurors muſt acknowledge themſeluesto be ſatisfied of the Premium 
of Aſſurance, atthe hands of the aſſured, orany other who doth vn- 
dertake topay them : which beyond the ſeas is commonly payed 
within {1x moneths, becauſe that Merchants aſſuring each to other, 
may reſcounter their Premios,in the accounts kept thereof betweene 
them ; for herein is vſed great truſt and confidence berweene them : 
and this appearethalſo by euerie mans vnderwriting in the ſaid poli- 
cic of Aflurance,in theſe words, I A. B.am content with this Aſſu- 
rance(which God pres for the ſummeof one hundreth pounds. 
London this x6 of Auguſt 1620, &c. according to theſumme and 
time, | 
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Of the manner of Contributions or Aueridges, 


——-egAuing intreated of Contributions or Aueridges in 
| | regard of Afſurors, now it behoueth vs ſomewhar 
| to ſpeake of the manner how this is executed and 

end ; by ſome called Scot and Lor. 
In the caſe of caſting of goods in tempeſtious 
= = weather,for preſcruation of life and goods, the ma- 
ſteris to conſult with the mariners, and if they conſent nor, yet the 
maſter may caſt ſome goods, if the ſtorme continue : butif the Mer- 
chant be preſent, let him begin to caſt, ſaith the law of Oleron, and 
next the mariners, who if they umbeſillany part totheir owne vie of 

that which ſhould be caſt, are to anſwere the double. 

When the maſter ſhall come on land, he muſtwith the moſt part of 
his companie) ſweare that he did caſt the ſaid goods, fornoother 
cauſe, but for the ſaferie of ſhip, goods and lives, which are to be caſt 
intoan Aueridge or Contribution vpon ſhip & goods, whether they 
be burdenſome or of ſmall volume, as mony, [ewels or ſuch like, nor 
being weightie ; things vpona mans bodie, viualls, and ſuch like 
excepted. 

But here ariſeth aqueſtion, Whether goods laden abouethe ouer- 
lope, or forbidden goods to be tranſported, ſhall be anſwered by 
Contribution 2 Sure ifſuch goods happen to be the cauſe of any dan- 

er or damage, the maſter ſhall beare the loſle, and alſo criminally 
proſecuted.But if goods vnaduiſedly(without conſent of the ow- 
ner)be caſt out on the ſuddaine, the owner may vpon his conſcience 
eſteeme them to the verie value, becauſe the companie(by their raſh 
proceeding)hath loſt the priuiledge they had to eſteemeand appraiſe 
the ſaid goods. 

Alſo any ſhips geare orapparrell loſt by ſtorme,is not within Aue- 
ridge, and accounted like vnto a workeman breaking or ſpoyling his 
tooles, or ordinarie inſtruments. The like is for goods caſt, which 
were brought within ſhip-boord, without the maſter or his purſers 
knowledge. 

In the rating of goods by way of Contribution, this order is ob- 
ſerued, If they chance to be caſt before halfe the voyage performed, 


then they are tobe eſtecmedar theprice they coſt , if after, then at 


the price as the reſt,or the like ſhall be ſold at the place of diſcharge. 
P The 
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The perſon(whoſe goods hauc beene caſt)is to be carefull to haue 
the ſame eſtimated before the ſhip doe diſcharge, and rodeale with 
the maſter for that purpoſe. For the law doth intend that the goods 
deliuered vnto him, arenoronly as a pawne or pledge for his traight, 
bur alſo bound to anſwereall ſuch Contributions and Aueridges that 
may happen; and therefore the maſter may pur his helping hand 
thereunto, vntill ſatisfation be made, albeit that commonly the de. 

| raining of other mens goods are not allowed. 

Three forts os Herein let vsnow conſider of things taken vpon the ſea, which are 

manner of of three ſorts : the firſt we haue alreadienoted to be goods taken by 

| ng ov of Letters of Mart by gus _ ; the ſecondare taken from Pirats 
or ſea Rouers, and the third from profeſſed enemies. Touching that 
which is taken from Pirats , ſeeing they be goods which they haue 
wrongfully taken from others, whether they be found in their owne 
or their ſucceſſors poſſeſſion ; theſe areeſteemed to be a iuſt priſe or 
prey toany taker of them, ſo that account be made of them to the 
Admirall. Andin caſe where the taker doth find the goods of his 
friend or countrieman with the Pirat, it is reaſonable that reſtitution 
be made,ypon good conſideration of the charges and danger ſuſtai- 
ned concerning the ſame. 

If a ſhipor goods be taken from a profeſſed enemie,it is to be pro- 
ceededin according to the authoritie whereby it was taken, But if 
goods betaken by a profeſſed enemie, and afterwards the ſaid goods 
are taken againe from him, and the true owner doth claime them, it 
ought to be reſtored to the owner ; for the law taketh theſe goods ta 
be as receiuedand not taken,yet with good recompence for them. 

But when ſuch goods becomea lawtull priſe to the taker, then the 
Admirall is to haue his tenth part)according to the offer which 4bra- 
ham madevnto God, of the ſpoyle which he tooke of the fiue kings) 
and the remainder of the goods ſo taken, is tobe proportionably di- 
uided betweene the takers,or according tothe compoſition former- 
ly made. In theſe caſes there isalwaies a fauourable conſideration to 

 behad: which isthe cauſe, that if two forreine nations be at warre, 

and the one take a (hip from the other, and bring her intoa port or 

road within the bounds of a neuterall nation,alike friend to 
both ; then may the Admirall of that nation ordaine that 
ſhip tobe reſtored to her owner, and the perſons 
captiue to their former libertic,cuenas if ſhe 
had beene brought backe to her owne 
port or countrie againe. 
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Of the particulars to bee obſerued in Aſſurances. 


N|HE obſervations to bee conſidered of in matter of 
MI aſſurances are very materiall for euery Merchant, 
and deſerue a particular Chapter in this Treatiſe, 
which I haue compiled according to the circum- 
ſtances of the rhings themſclues, for the aſſurors 
| benefit. 

1 The firſt I have touched in the Partie who cauſerh the aſſu- 
rance tobe made, both for his honeſt dealing, and whether hce bee a 
friend tothe State or Kingdome for the reaſons aforeſaid. 

2 Toknow the Maſter of the Ship and Mariners to. bee honeſt, 
and of experience, to auoid the danger of Barratrie and other ac- 
cidents. | 

To take notice of the goodnes of the Ship, and of her ſayling, 
eſpecially making her voyage alone, or in companie of other Ships: 
Ghakes ſhe be old or new built, andthe price of the aſſurance to bee 
accordingly. | 

4 Toknow by the Map or Sea-cardes, the diſtance of the place 
or countrey where the Ship is to ſayle , and the dangers of knowne 
rockes and ſands, 

5 Tohaue a regard what winde muſt ſerue, and the true ſeaſon 
of the yeare, which maketh a difference in the price of aſſurance , 
as for example, an Eaſt or North-eaſt winde driueth from the land 
for Spaine , which is lefſe dangerous, and receining ſix or ſeuen pro 
ciento,whena Welterne,or North-weſt,or South-weſt ( driuing from 
thence ypon the land ) is to giue ſeuen or eight prociento : in Winter 
two inthe hundreth more than in Summer, vnlefle it be by calmes in 
places dangerous, as now in the Straights for the Turkiſh Pirats and 
without ir, the Moores of Barbarie, or other thecues . So Ships go- 
ing for Eaſt-land againſt Winter,will giue two in the hundreth more 
than in Summer. The like for Ships bound for ſeucrall Ports more 
ſubieR ro caſualties,8&c. 

6 To confider of the places of hoſtilitie, where the Ship muſt 
vnlade or touch, the danger of generall or particular Embargos of 
Ships, the likelihood of detainements of Kings and Princes. 

T2 7 Not 
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7 Not to aſſure for vnlawfull places of trade, or queſtionable 
berweene Princes, as Guinea and there about the Weſt-Indies ; vn- 
leſſea govd premio bee giuen,as ina manner ypon aduentures loſt or 
notha”- 0 | 
$ To know vpon what kind of goods you doe affure, whether 
vpon Wines, Oyles, Salt, Raiſons, and ſuch like corruptibleand pe- 
riſhable wares, or vpon other Staple commodities, as Clothes, Tin, 
Lead or Silkes, &c.not ſubicet ſo ordinarily to Aueridges and contri- 
butions as the other. | 

9 Toknow what Ordnance and Munition the Ship is prouided 
withall, and not to aſſure ypon the bottome of the Ship, but with 
g00d aduice. | 

10 If you aſsure ypon any particular goods marked , to know 
whether they bee laden in the botrome of the Ship , and there 
is danger of wetting and ſpoiling ; if abouc in the Ship ;-there 
is danger of Pirats , or of caſting ou-rbuord ; about the mid- 
dle is beſt. DOTTEe | 

11 To bee aduiſed not to afsure, beyond the limitation of 
your knowledge by the meanes of others, or from Lixborne to 
Brazell, or from Venice to Tripoly , or ſuchlike'voyages,; where- 
of you cannot conueniently haue notice fromtime totime. 

12 Laſtly, tobeeprouidentin the contributions and aneridges, 
to anſwere for no more than is your due to pay, and to haute an in- 
ſpeRion ofthe Bills of lading, if doubt be made of the Commil- 
fioners ſufficiencie or knowledge in caſes of this nature. 

The aſsurance vpon-the liues:ob men ( whether aged or young, 
of goodqualities and diet, of diſpoſition gentle or quarrelſome, a 

traueller or a dweller being ſomewhat extraordinary, cuerie 

man is beſt able to confider of it by the acquain- 
tance of the perſons. 
| LY 
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Of the manner of Proceedings for Aſſurances, 


in caſe of loſſes. 


HHereas the policie of Aſſurance remaining with 
{ /{© rhe aſſured, is regiſtred Ferbatim in the Office of 
P/O) Aſlurances, to the end thar if the ſame ſhould 

ho happen to bee loſt , yet by the ſaid Regiſter, the 
| 1 partie may recouer of the afſurors the ſeuerall 
| 2A ſummesby them aſſured as alſo becauſe if any 
U = I newesdoe come of the caſting away of the Ship, 
the aſſured may cometo the office, and cauſc intimation tobe made 
to the aſſurors, and to every one of them in particular of ſuch a loſſe, 
which isalſo recorded thereaccordingly, expreſſing the time when 
this intimation is made, and in caſes of aſſurance made vpon loſt or 
not loſt, the very honreof theday is to bee ſer downe, whereby (if 
there were any fraud ) it nay ſooner bee deteted . And if theaſſu- 
red doth thinke conuenient, cither for that hee hath almoſt afſu- 
rcd all the value of his goods , or that hee would haue the afſi- 
ſtance of theaſſurors , when there is hope of recouerie of any part 


thereof, or any other cauſe which may mooue him : then Ifay, the Renunciation 
B 


party aſſured may make renunciation of all the goods to the aſſurors, 
and hee ſhall comein as an afſuror, for ſo much 3s ſhall appeare that 
he hath himſelfe borne aduenture of, and the afſurors are to bee con- 
tributaries to the charges of the purſuit, and they may ioyntly argee 
therein and appoint their ſeruants, or other perſons to follow the 
ſame, and this renunciation is alſo recorded in the ſaid Office accor- 
dingly . Bur if afterwardes it ſhall bee found, that the aſſured hath 
made aſſuranceor cauſed himſelfe to bee aſſured, for more thanthe 
goods laden for his account did coſt ; then the laſt aſſurors which 
haue ſubſcribed to the Policie, ſhall enioy the benefit thereof, as 
hath beene declared . For by the Cuſtome of Aſſurances it is inten- 
ded, that toauoid cauilations,euery Aſſuror ſhall bebound p/o fatZs 
to the ſaid Aſſurance , hauing a reſpe& to the augmentation of” 
trafhicke and commerce, according to the Maxime, It is better to ſuf 
fera miſchiefe than an inconueniencezthe miſchicfe being attributed 
to one or ſome particular perſons , and the inconuenience to the 
whole Common-wealth in generall. 
Hereupon the partie aſſured doth procure his teſtimonialls , wit- 
P 3 neſles, 
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neſſes, orany other cuidences concerning the ſaid loſſe, declaring 
the manner and place, the cauſe, with all circumſtances,cither by ex- 
aminations in the ſaid Office of Aſſurances , or in the Court of Ad- 
miraltie,with all ſuch other proofe as by letters and all other meanes 
hee can attaine vnto : all which hee hath readie, or bringeth into 
the Office, together with the Charterpartie of fraightment, if hee 
haue the ſame ; the Policie of Afſlurance, the Bill of Lading,the In- 
voice of the goods, the FaQtors Letter of lading, wherein the Bill 
was incloſed, or any other Letters made for the declaration and ma- 
nifeſtation of all che matter in queſtion : which are all examined by 
the Commiſſioners for Aſſurances at ſeuerall appointed dayes for 
hearing,procured by the aſſured , at which times all the aſſurors are 
 warnedtoappeare, and record is made alſo of their meetings and 
proceedings. And heerein is to bee obſerued , that it may many 
times happen, that. the aſſured hath cauſed ſome aſſurance to bee 
made in ſome other place ypon the ſaid goods alſo : Therefore the 
Commiſſioners ( if it bee by theafſurors required) may examine the 
aſlured thereupon by oath , and then deale therein as they find cauſe, 
according to the Cuſtome of Aſſurances. 

Toabbreuiate the queſtions which the Ciuilians haue made, con- 
cerning this argument of Aſſurances, writing De «ſsicurationibus, 1 
h aue thoughtgood to let euery Merchant vnderſtand, that obſeruing 
the forme of the policie of Aſſurances, with the obſeruation before 
declared, all the ſaid queſtions will bee preuented, and to prouethe 
ſame by Demonſtratiue Reaſons vpon cuery queſtion alleaged, as 
followeth, 


An dbridgement of Queſtions of A([urances. 


1 V VHether an aſſurance made vpen a Shipnamed, is tobe 
vnderſtood of the ſhip or of the goods laden there- 
in, or vpon both ? 

Anſwere, When the name of the ſhip is expreſſed according to the 
ſaid policie of Aſſurance made vpon the very Keele of the ſhip of 
ſucha burthen, there is no man endued with reaſon , that will attri- 
bute this Aſſurance roextend to the goods laden in the ſame, much 
leiſe toboth, when the Ship is onely named and no goods art all. 

' 2 Whetheran Aſſurance made vpon one thouſand Hides, laden 
In ſuch a ſhip, from ſuch a place, toſucha place be good, without na- 
ming the ſeuerall ſorts of Hides laden therein ? 

A. Inall np of Aſſurances the words runne Generall vpon 
the principall wares,and all other commodities or goods laden,or to 


be laden by ſucha man, for the account of him or any other ; and ſo 

this (Generall ) includethall particular things, which when aſſurance 

pero ye them are named and ſpecified, as heercafter is alſo 
eclared. 


3 Whether vpon vncertaine things to bee laden, the aſſurance 
bec good ? 


w- A. When 
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A. When aſſurances are made ypon goods laden, or t6 bee laden, 
as aforeſaid ; the ſaid aſſurance muſt needes bee of validitie, forthe 
word Goods and Merchandiſes comprehendeth all vncertaine things 
yendible : and if it were ſome particular thing, it is alwayes ex- 

refſed. 
, 4 Whether an aſſurance made vpon one Sacke of Wooll bee 
good, when there is many Sackes of Woolles in the ſame Ship ? : 

A. The queſtion is preuented by the Cuſtome of Aſſurances, 
which is,that an aſſurance made vpon any particular goods, muſt bee 
declared by the particular marke of the goods belonging to ſuch an 
owner, or any other;and if there be more of the ſaidmarke,thenum- 
ber therefore is added : and if the number were alike, the weight 
may diſtinguiſh the ſame;whereby the one Sack being throwne ouer 
boord for {afegard of the ſhip and goods, may bee caſt intoa contri- 
bution; or being taken by Pirats, theaſſurors are to pay forit : ſo this 
queſtion is friuolous, as many other are, and breedeth but contenti- 
on to imbibe Merchants braines with them. 

5 Thelike is when the aſſurance is made vpon commodities or 
goods without name, or not naming the number,weight,or meaſure, 
but exprefling the marke of all goods laden or to bee laden, as 
aforeſaid. 

6 Whether the aſſuror is to haue his Preis or Salaric, vpon 
a conditionall aſſurance, or not ? 

4. There is noconditionall aſſurance made, but with exception 
of ſome aduentures not to bee borne by the aſſuror; which are not 
comprized in the policie of aſſurance,and therefore the Premio is due 
to theaſlſuror, | 

7 Whetheran aſſurance made is to bee vnderſtood of the firſt 
voyage which the ſhip doth make after the aſſurance is made,and the 
ſhip appointed for lading * 

A. This is to be vnderſtood alwayes of the firſt yoyage, vnleſſe 
there were a declaration of a ſecond yoyage in the policie of afſu- 
rance, and therefore I haue noted a caueat for aſſurors to bee carefull 
how they cauſe other men toaſlure for them in remote places,nor to 
make them lyable to two voyages for one aſſurance,nor tobe ſubie&t 
toa ſecond voyage when the firſt is performed, but tobe vigilant in 
their ations. | 

8 Whetheran aſſurance made for the tempeſt of the Seas, bee 
alſo to be vnderſtood for Theeues or Robbers vpon the Seas ? 

A. The generall and ordinarie policie of affurance, containing 
all aduentures, ſheweth, thatthe aſſuror is to beare the aduenture of 
borh theſe; and if it were otherwiſe in particular, it muſt bee decla- 
red : Sothat this diſtinion is vaine. 

9 The like may be ſaid tothe queſtion , Whether anaſſurance 
made by ſtipulation,be a contra or not * or whether it be couentio- 
nall or conditionall: wherein this diſtinftion is of no moment. 

10 Whether an afſuror ( hauing payed the Merchant for goot$ 
loſt 
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loſt by him aſſured, may afterwards, if the goods were found againe 
or recouered)reſtore the goods ro the Merchant, and call for his mo- 
ney(which he paied) backe againe * — 

A. It appeareth plainely by all policies of Aſſurance, That the 
Aſſuror doth condeſcend that the Merchant ſhall have full power and 
authoritie by himſclfe or his FaQtors and Seruants, to ſue for there- 
couerie of - goods, and that the Afſſurors ſhall contribute to the 
charges pro rata of their ſummes by them aſſured reſpectiuely : bur 
the Merchant is not therefore hindered to recouerthe money of the 
Aſſurors, neither can one particular Aſſuror haue all the goods, for 
the Merchant relinquiſhing the goods to the Aſſuror, reſerueth al- 
waies his part therein which he hath not aſſured, which he detaineth 
in nature of an Aſſuror, ſo that the Aſſuror hath not conuenient 
meanes to performe the contents of the queſtion ; neuertheleſle, if 
the Merchant will, hee may buy the goods ſo recovered of the Aſ- 
ſurors, as they canagree ; butthenisthe queſtion altcred, and nor 
the ſame. | 

Iz Whetheran Afſuror is to anſwere any hurt or damage done 
to the goods by Mice,Rats,or any other vermine,eſpecially moaths? 

4. Bythepolicic of Aſſurance that Aſſuror is toanſwere for all 
damages, detriment, or hurt which ſhall happen to the goods after 
his vnderwriting : but if he can proue the hurt or damage was before 
done in the ware-houſe or other place, he is not bound to anſwere 
the ſame. 

12 Whether goods loſt in the ſhip boat,being vnladen out of the 
ſhip, or being to be laden into the ſhip, ſhall be anſwered by the AC 
ſurors, or what may be laied to the charge of the Aſſurors by con- 
tribution? | 

A. This queſtion conſiſteth of twopoints : the anſwere tothe firſt 
is plaine,according to the policies of Aſſurances, where it is ſpecifi- 
ed, thattheaduenture ſhall begin vpon the goods laden in any Boat, 
Veſlell, or Crayer to be laied aboard of ſuch a Ship,orbeing diſchar- 
per out of the Ship, theaduenture to continue till the goods be ſafe- 
y landed : butrothe ſecond, the anſwere is not ſoplaine, becauſe ir 
dependerthypon the ſea-law,and muſt be conſidered accordingly.For 
as we haue noted in the chapter of Contributions, if by occaſion of 
lightening, the goods which arc pur into the Boat or Lighter periſh, 
the ſhipand remaining goods in the ſhip ſhall anſwere for the ſame: 
but on the contrarie, if the ſhip and remaining goods periſh after the 


'Boat or Lighter is once ſafe, nocontribution ſhall be on the goods in 
the Lighter ; for the law is, That the goods ſhall onely be lyable to 


contributions, when ſhip and goods are ſafely arriued to their inten- 


_ ded port of diſcharge:according to this rule is the Aſſuror toanſiver 


for contributions prorataof the ſumme by him aſſured. 
13 Whether aſſurance made for pirats,is tobe vnderſtoodalſo 
tor theeues which by night ſteale the goods from the ſhip 2 
© 4. Theanſivereis ſocuigent, that boththe one and the otheris 
- | ; compriſed 
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compriſed in the Afſurance,as there needeth noother explanation. 

14 Whether an Aſſurance made at one time ypon goods to be 
bought and intended to be laden, and afterwards foundnot tobe 
bought at the ſame time, bur at another rime,doth bind the Aſsurors 
to pay the loſle ? | 

A. This queſtion is worthie the conſideration, and doth meerely 
conſiſt in the obſeruation of rime, & not inthe buying of the goods, 
although it be ſo propounded ; forthe time maketh great difference 
in the aſſurance,as I haue noted before. Goods laden in the Summer 
are not in aduenture comparable tothe Winter when ſtormes and 
tempeſts doariſe, and therefore are not the Afſurors tobe made an- 
ſwerable tothis aſsurance , for the cuſtome herein is cleereand con- 
curring with the Law of Oleron, and therefore not compriſed in the 
tenor of the policies of Aſſurances, which is the cauſe al{o that Aſſu- 
rors are to hauea ſpeciall regard ro the Maſters of ſhips whether 
they be vicious or diligent : for the loue of womenand wine maketh 
them to looſe the oportunitie of time ; ſo that by contrarie windes 
their voyage is retarded, and which was to bemadein Summer fal- 
lech out to bee in Winter,ſubie& to eminent daungers and loſſes, 
whereunto the Aſſurors become liable, as is declared, whether ir be 
by accident, misfortune, caſualtie, rare ſucceſſes and negligences of 
Maſters and Mariners valooked for and happening in ſtrange manner 
ſodenly. 

5 Whether an Aſſuror beliableto the aduenture of goods ſhip- 
ped from one ſhip into another * 

A. Sometimes in policies of Aſſarances it happeneth that vpon 
ſome eſpeciall conſideration, this clauſe forbidding thetransferring 
of goods is inſerted, becauſe in time of hoſtilitie or warres betweene 
princes, it mightfall out to be vnladen in ſuch ſhips of thoſe conten- 
ding princes, whereby the aduenture would be farre greater. But 
according to the vſuall Aſſurances which are made generally with- 
out any exception, the Aſſuror is liable thereunto : for it is vnder- 
ſtood, that the Maſter of a ſhip without ſome goodand accidentall 
cauſe,would not put the goods from one ſhip intoanother,but would 
deliuer them (according to the charterpartie)at the appointed place, 
which is the cauſe that (whenaſſurance is made vpon ſome particular 
goods laden in ſuch a ſhip, vnder ſuch a marke) the Policie maketh 
mention of the goods laden to be tranſported and deliuered to ſuch 
a place by the ſhip, or by any other ſhip or veſlell vntill they bee 
_— landed, ſothat inall theſe andthe like the condition maketh 
the law, 

16 Now there is a queſtion, Whether an Afſuror is anſwereable 
tothe aſſurance of goods to bearethe aduenture if no goods were la- 
den,or but part of the goods ? 

A. It amandobindorobligea thing tobe found in ſuchaplace, 
and it is not found there , euerie man knoweth that the ſaid thing 
tied toa locall place cannot be bound thereby, becauſe it isa bodie 


named - 
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named without ſubſtance, and not in Rerwm natura, and there would 
be ynderſtood apriuation without being, and wherethere isnot ma- 
teria &F forma firſt,there can beno privation : bur if part of the goods 
were laden, then the Afſurors are liable for ſomuch as that part of 
goods did coſt or amovrit ynto : albeit that in this (as I have touched 
Cuſtometo be before) cuſtome is preferred aboue law ; for the ciuile law(if there 
aboue law in be many Afſurors in a ſhip vpon the goods laden therein) maketh all 
this particular 4 Afſurors liable prorata,as they haue aſſured according to the ſaid 
part of goodsladen,if alofſe do happen: or if there be cauſe toreſtore 
the Premio or ſallarie of aſſurance in part. Butthe cuſtome of Afſſy- 
rances doth impoſe the loſſe vpon thoſe Afſurors which did firſt yn. 
derwrite,and the later vnderwriters of the Aſſurors do not beareany 
partof the loſſe,but muſt make reſtitution of the Premio, and reſerue 
onely one halfe vpon the hundreth pounds, or 10 { for their vnder- 
writing in the policie of Aſſurance, as is obſerued. The Ciuillians 
therefore hauc noted, That in Aſſurances the cuſtomes of the ſea- 
lawes,and vic amongſt Merchants is chiefely to be regardedand ob- 

ſerued. 

In like manner, if aſhip bound fora certaine port (being at ſea) be 
driuen backe to the ſame from whence it _—_ , and by tempeſt 
be caſt away, the Aſsurors are to aunſwere the damage of the goods 
laden thercin, for ſo much as they did aſsure,as they do in other caſu- 
alties, Aſsurors therefore are rightly exempted by the Diuines and 
Canonifſts tobe no manner of waies vſurors, taking a benefit by con- 
tract &c. 

The matter of loſſe being well examined and made plaine, the 
Commiſhoners then with a mature deliberation do ſet downe their 
determination and ſentence, That the Aſsurors ſhall pay eucrie one 
the mony by him aſsured ; and ifthereupon any one do denie to make 

- paymentaccordingly , then (vpon certificate to the Lord Maior of 
ondon, and ſome of theſaid Commiſhoners made of his refuſall) 

they hauc by a&tof Parliament(as aforeſaid)authoritie to commit the 
faid Aſsuror to priſon, there to remaine vntill hedoe pay or fatisfic 
the ſaid ſentence or finall decree, whichno man of any credit will 

incurre. And thus is this Iaudable cuſtome eſtabliſhed in Eng- 
land : and beyond the ſeas they are compelled by the 
m_— to performe the like ordinances or 
ſentences pronounced in the like ca- 
ſes of Aſſurances, 
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CHAP, XXIX; 


Of Shipwrecke, and things found -opon the Seas. 


> HE Merchant or the aſſured , together with the 
#9 affurors, haue great cauſe of encouragement to 
I Be looke after the goods of a Shipwrecke, for there 

A% 15no forfeiture of the ſaid goods , but with all 
@ humanitie euerie man is bound to aid them there- 
yy) x2 ) unro;and whoſocuer ſteales any ſuch goods, hee 

Lage > ſhall pay fourfold to the owner thereof, if hee 
bee purſued within a yeare and a day, and as much tothe Prince or 
Admirall : wherein the Sea-law is ſo ſtrif,that the ſtealing of a nayle 
or the yalue thereof, maketh the party guiltie tothe reſt of the goods, 
ſo thatby the ordinance of the Emperor Antonius, Thetheefe or rob- 
ber of ſuch goods ſhould bee beaten,and baniſhed for three yeares; 
orif hee were of baſe condition,ſcourged tothe Gallies. Forhe that 
will nothelpe ſuch diſtreſſed men, ſhall bee countedas a murtherer: 
and therefore may no man hinder Ships to tye their ropes, or lay 
their anchors on land . And therefore did Hadrian the Emperour or- 
daine, That all men hauing poſſeſſions on the coaſts, ſhould attend 
carefully vpon ſuch chances,otherwiſe they to be anſwerable for all 
things miſſing by ſtealth or robberie. 

If noman in due time claime ſuch a wrecke , then it belongeth to 
the Prince or Admirall : and any ation for Shipwrecke muſt there- 
forebe commenced within a yeare and a day. 

Whereinalſo is tobe noted, That if the Ship onely periſh and the 
v00ds bee ſaued , then the goods ſhall pay thetenth, or the fifth, as 
the difficultic of the ſauing thereof ſhall require . For Gold, Silver, 
Silke, and the like things of caſte tranſportation, ſhould pay leſſe 
than goods of greater weight and burthenſome for carriage, as being 
in greater danger, except the Maſter carry in his Ship to a place 
where hee ſhould not, and then is the Merchant free of the Maſters 
lofſe . Now of things found ypon the Seas,or within the flood-mark, 
theſcare of three ſorts,eirher found on the ſtreame floating, and then 
are called Floatſon;or found on the Sea bottome . and drawne yp 
from it, and then called Lagon , or found on land , but within the 
Sea-flood , or caſt forth there by ſtorme andthe water, andthen are 


called Ietſon, Tetſow. 


Con- 


Float/on. 
Lazon. 
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Concerning Floatſon and Ietſon , whether things be caſt yp by 
Shipwrecke, orellſe left or loſt through cafting in ſtormes,the finders 
thereof( as ſome Lawyers are of opinion) ſhould doe therewith as 
with other goods found vpon land , that is, to proclaime the ſame to 
be forthcomming tothe truc owner, becauſe the loſer remaineth ſtill 
proprietarie of them : andif no man claime the ſame, the finder to 
keepe the ſame to himſelfe. But by the Rhodian Law, the finder 
hath one fifth part for the ſauing . And in France by the Admiraltic 
of Rochell , they allow Pour le Droic# de ſauuage one third part, 
which my ſelfe hauc allowed of eightie pipes of Oyle, and rwentie 
two Butts of Sackes,which became Floatſon our of a Ship of Diepe, 
called the Deſire, which did periſhneere the Iſland of Saint Martin 
de Rea, not fatre from Oleron, in the yeare 1589, the French King 
Henry the fourth late deceaſed being then bur King of Nauarre. So 
hatha Diuer for drowned goods, one third part _- cight Cubits 
deepe, and vpon fifteene Cubits hee hath halfe , and vpon one Cubir 
butatenth ; which of late yeares was accordingly allowed in ſome 
part of Ireland, for drawing vp ſome Ordnance of the Ships, which 
of the Spaniſh Armada did periſh vpon the coaſt, Anno 1588. But 
by the Cuſtome now vſed, euerie man of ſome qualitie will claime 
all as his owne, if ir commeth vpon his land, contrarieto the Law of 
Oleron, whichgiues it tothe finder. 

If Ships or Boats are found on the Sea, or ypon the coaſt, without 
any liuing creature therein, and no man claiming the ſame within a 
yeare and aday ; then the halfe is allowed to the finder, andthe other 
halfe tothe Prince. Bur of late yeares all is left to thearbitrement 
of the Admiralls, to confider the finder or taker with ſome portion 
for his trauells,charges,anddanger . And if the finder conceale ſuch 

oods, whether Anchor, Timber, Iewels, dead men with money or 
ewels about them, heenot jonely loſeth his part, but alſo ſhall bee 
fined atthe will and pleaſure of the Admirall. 

If Whales, or Regall Fiſhes, Ships or Boats without living thing 
in them, bedriuen by force of winde and waues onely toany coaſt or 
land, thenall and wholly doth appertaine to the Admiral! . Bur in 
the yeare 1617, agreat Whale being found on the coaſt in Suffolke, 
where Sir Robert Lloyd Knight was Admiral! for the late Queene 
Anne,his Maicſties Conſort, for her lands therezhe took not the bene- 
fit hereof, as hee might haue done, but the ſaid Queene had the ſame. 

In like manner, a Deo dendo or Deodant appertaineth to the Ad- 
mirall,that is to ſay, The thing (whether Ship or Boat)that cauſed the 
death of a man, or whereby a man did periſh vnawares. 
 Toconclude thispoint, let vs remember that in cauſes of ſpoile, 
tis ſufficient by the Lawes of England, forthe ſpoiled to proove his 
goods by his marke, and the Shipwrecke may not only be prouedby 
the perſons living, but alſo by the perſons who were preſent atthe 
preparation of their voyage , euentheir owne parents and children, 
if noneof the Ship(broken)be aliue. 

CH aP. 


CHAP, XXX, 
Of Partners of Ships and Voyages. 


£ Oraſmuch as Parteners and Owners of Ships 
cannot be conſtrained by the Law to remaine in 
IAQ | Partenerſhip, although they had made a coue- 
Nt.4 nant neuer to ſunder or ſeparate themſclues ; 
2h,,m therefore are there many conſiderations to bee 
> had and required in the ſame. 
S&5 And firſtiris generally obſerued and accuſto- 
med, That if Owners ofa ſhip newly builded or 
bought betweene them, ſhall fall out.andbe at variance, the ſaid ſhip 


ſhall bee imployed and make one voyage firſt, ypon their common Law of 
charges and aduenture, before any of the parteners bee heard to ſun- Olcrone 


der and diſcharge their part . And after that , if they cannot agree, 
he who deſires tobe free, is ro offer to the reſt his part, arid to ſetthe 
fame vponaprice,as he will either holdor ſell, which if hee will not 
doe,and yet refuſeth to ſet the ſhip forth with the reſt of the Owners 
or Parteners, then may they rigge the ſaid ſhip at their owne char- 
ges, and alſoypon the aduenture of the refuſer , ſo farre as his part 
doth extend, without any account to bee made vnto him of any part 
of the profit at her returne. But they are onely bound ro him to 
bring her home ſafe, or.the value of his part to bee anſwerable for, 
and that iuſtly , becauſe ſhips were made and inuented in common 
for the vſe of all men;euenof them that dwell in the Mountaines, as 
on the Sea coaſts, and ordained for ſayling and not tolie idle and vn- 
occupied . Butif the perſons, who haue moſt part of the ſhip, refuſe 
to abide in Partenerſhip with him who hath a ſmall part, that neither 
hee can ſell his partat a price, without great lofle, nor is yet able for 
want of mcanes toattaine or buy their parts ; then are they all bound 
toput the ſhip to an appraiſement, and ſoto diſpoſe of her by fale, 
or ſetting of her forth on a voyage, accordingly , by meanes where- 
of their diſcord may be mited and the ſhipnot ſpoyled. And if for 
want of buyers in that place, the poore partener can neither auoid 
the pike of the richer, nor yet the rich fatisfie the poore man, 
which may alſo be wilfull, then may the Iudge of the } gricndereny 
or the ordinarie Iudge deale and decree the fame, as hee may doe in 


ommibus alijs bone fidet attionibus : And conſider of all the circumſtan- 
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ces of the perſons, of the matter of their difference, and of their 
moriues ; that thereupon he may adminiſter Iuſtice in giuing eueric 
man h's due right. 

In cafes where Owners doe agree, and voyages are yndertaken, 
there the Maſter of the ſhip is placed by the Owners, and they ought 
to make good the Maſters fat and deed ; ſo that the Maſter may 


- hisaQtion vpon any one of the Owners : but the reſt of the Owners 


 vpon the Maſters contrat 7 as if they 


ſhall pro rata of their portions be contributarie thereunto, except the 

handling of the Ship be ſo ſeuerally diuided amongſt them , or that 
the Maſter haue not his Power and Commiſſion of them all ; or that 
the Maſter hath bound himſelfe aboue his Commiſhon, as if he haue 
taken vp money to mend the ſhip, whenas he needs it not,orthat hee 
haue no Commiſſion at all : in which caſe the lender commitrethan 
ouerſight, and hath noremedie but againſt the Maſter . Butif there 
were cauſe of mending the ſhip, and the Maſter ſhould ſpend the 
ſameanother way ; the Owner is to ſatisfice the Creditor notwith- 
ſtanding. And aboucall things money lent for vicualls tothe ſhips 
company ſhould be payed and preferred before all other debts. 

If a Merchant contraQting with a Mariner,thatis nota Maſter, be 
therein ouerſeene, he muft content himſelfe, for he can haue noaQti- 
onagainſt the Owners, except for a fault done by a Mariner which 
hath beenc hired and put in by the Owners. 

Againe,albeit that by the Sea-lawes , the Owners may not purſue 
any perſons obliged to the Maſter, yetare they permitted to purſue 
had beene principall con- 
tractors . Becauſc herein they doe repreſent and vndertake the per- 
ſonof the Maſter, and theſe priuiledges are granted te the Owners, 
for the good of the Common-wealth, and augmentation of trafficke. 

Neuerthelefſe the Maſter is not bound to renderanaccount of all 
tothe Owners, as for paſſengers whichare found vnable to pay , and 
ſoare not Owners bound toanſwere forthe Maſters negligence. But 
it 1s very conuenient if the Owners bee in place, that the Maſter doe 
not let the ſhip to fraight, or vndertake any voyage, without the pri- 

uitie, knowledge , and aduiceof the Owners, or of ſome 0 

them, to the end many things may bee aduiſed 
by them,whereof the Maſter 
was ignorant. 


[2 Fd 11/8; 
WE Mr 


WI oo, I, EE 
af > 1716.09) ict 
DENG f, 
WES ot 


- 
- - 


- 
"DS® 
- 


£ 


£ 
ESTES ITS 
pL <2) 


on 
% 


+ = Js \> Ml M7 " 


a 6 
AUC; 


CAaAH?, XXAXL 
Of Moneys taken -opon Bortommarie,by the Maſter of 


4 ſbip,calledFeenus Nauticum. 


SEP Hec name Bottommaric is deriued by the Holfanders 
> from the Keele or Bottome of athip, vponthe paralel 
whereof, the Rudderof a ſhip doth gouerneand di- 
re the ſame : and the money fo taken vp by rhe ma- 
ſer of the ſhip,is commonly done vpon great neceſſi- 
tie, when moneys mult be had in forreine countries to 
performea voyage ; for the vie payed for the ſame is verie grear, at 
30, 40, and 50 procest. without conſideration of time,but withinflo © 
many daigs after the voyage ended . This Money is called Pecunis Difference be 
traieFitia, becauſe that vpon the lenders danger and aduenture it is money and 
carried beyond or ouer the ſeas : ſothar if rhe ſhip periſh, orthat all Bortommarie, 
beſpoyled, the lender doth loſe the money. But on the contrarie, 
money letten at intereſt is delivered onthe perill of the borrower, 
ſo that the profit of this is meerely the price of the ſimple loane, 
called Yſurs : butthe profit of the otheris a reward for the danger £catio,or hire 
and aduenture of the ſea, which the lendertaketh vpon him during 
the loane, which is to be vnderſtood vntill a certaine day after the 
voyage ended ; therefore if the money milſcarrie, either before the 
voyage begin, or afterthe terme appointed for the full loane, then 
the perill pertainethto the borrower thereof, and not to the lender. 
I mcaneof perills proceeding by ſtorme, violence, ſpoyle, or ſuch 
like occaſions which cannor be eſchewed by any diligence of the 
borrower. Therefore if the borrower employ that mony vpon com- 
moditics,and that the ſaid commodities become forfeited fornon- 
ou of Cuſtome, the lender ſhall be cleere of any damage there- 
y. Itisalſo to be noted, That money lent at maritime intereſt with- 
* outhazard,but vpon ſecuritie, ſhould pay noprofir, otherwiſe than 
the money lene at intereſt, becauſe the ſecuritie is giuen ouer and 
abouc for the lenders aſſurance. Againe,ſuppoſe it were money not 
entred in the purſers booke, and yet lent for the need of the compa- 
nic within the ſhip during the voyage, if before the day appointed 
for the payment, ſhip-wrecke,or ſpoile happen, then ſhould the loſſe 
come in contribution betweene them , becauſe if that money had 
becne lying by the lender ſtill ynlent, it had beene in common daun- 
ger with the reſt : but if the time appointed were paſt with the perils 
Q_2 aforeſaid, 
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of intereſt mo- 


ney and aſlu- 
rance. 


from all contribution. , __ 

Further in caſe the borrower-detaines any Tuch money lent as 
aforeſaid, beyond the time appointed for the Ropinghe all at his 
returne not onely pay the profit agreed ypon before the voyage, bur 
alſo augment the ſame according tothe longer time,and ſhall pay the 
profit of that firſt condition accordingly. 

Some Merchants there are, thatwill deliuer money in nature of 
Yſura Maritima, ioyning the vic money and danger of theſeas, cither 
vpon theſhipsor goodsall in oneconfideration,and ſorake 25 or 30 
vpon the hundreth, atthe returne of ſucha ſhipfrom ſuch a voyage, 
wherein they haue an eye to the perſon that raketh vp the money, 
making account to be better affured by avigilant eye vpon a Mer- 
chants trafficke, whom'they muſt truſt (if they will make benefit of 
their moneys) rather than to deliuer their money vnto another of 
whoſe dealing they cannot gine ſo gooda iudgement. As for exam- 
ple, They know that ſuch, a Merchant doth deale for Turkie, and 
that in knowne ſhips trafficking that-way, the deliuerer of money go- 
ethynto him and makethan offer to lend him 1 000 ® for avoyage 
tobe made (with Kerſies and Tinne) to Tripoli,and that hewil beare 


. theaduenture of that money during all the voyage, which he know- 
*  ethis commonly performed withinthe yeare: for (ſaieth he) you 


| know thatI am an Afſuror,and you do vie to afſure your goods,and 


ContraQt of 


to increaſe yourtradc you take vp moneys at vſe of others in ſmal- 
ler ſummes ; it may therefore be veric commodious for vs bothto 
include the price of aſſurance, andthe vſe money together, and ſo 
with the returne you ſhall be prouided to pay me againe, if God do 
proſper the ſhip and make homewards ſpeedily,if not, I can demand 
nothing of you, and muſt be contented to beare the lofſe with pati- 
ence. Hereupona contra is made, ten in the hundreth is accounted 


intereſtanda{ for the vie money,and tenne inthe hundreth for the aduenture of the 
furance1ointly -00ds outwards,and another ten inthe hundreth for the aduenture 


of the returne. homewards : in concluſion, there is 30 pro Cermto , So 
thatypon the returne of the ſaid ſhip he is to have 1300 ® within 
ſuch a timeas they commonly agree,be it oneortwo moneths after. 
This isa good bargaine for the lender, howſocuerthe borrower of 
the money may ſpeed ; for thelender hath not to do with the ſale of 
the goods,nor with the returne of them : but he will be ſurethatcar 
the returne of the ſhip)he may haue his money payed him,not onely * 
by the prouenue of the Kerſtes and Tinne which was bought with 
the thouſand pounds he lent, but alſo with the returne of all other 
goods which the borrower did lade more in the faidſhip for Tripoli, 
asaforclaid.aud in like manner for othez places, 
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CHar, XXXIL 
Of Shipping and Navigation. 


T\F-CY Nder the name Navy is all kind of ſhipping vn- 
4 derſtood, and Nawigiums is a generall word many 
times vſed for Nauigation. So that it is not of 
\ any moment to deſcribe the diuerſitie of ſhips, 
P o\ VA Tee as Carracks, CU —_— ys _ 
=> | taureis, ſhips of Warre, Flyboats, Buſles, an 
| BYE 'Y all other kind of ſhips and veſſells : Bur that we 
may vnderſtand the ſea lawes and cuſtomes obſerued therein, apper- 
taining tothe law Merchant;as alſo thoſe things which properly may 
concerne ſhips, as followeth. | 
All ſhips being made for ſailing, are to be prepated accordingly, 
both for goodnefſe and fittimber,and conuenient building, as for the 


—<> 
\ 
* 
4 


You 
_ 


placing of the Rudder of the ſhipypon the right paralell of the keele The Paralel 
of the ſhip, for therein conſiſteth a maine point for ſwift layling, of Equalitiad 


which is tound to be a great defe in many ſhips partly new built 
and repaired : for new timber and old, mixt together,doth neuer in- 
dure long, eſpecially if the ſhip be not repaired in time before ſhe 
be much decayed, which oftencommeth to paſſe, when the owners 
of it cannot agree therein, The law therefore is commendable; That 
if the moſt part of the owners,or thoſe that haue the greateſt intereſt 
and part therein, cauſe the ſame tobe repaired, that he whoproui- 
dethnot his money for his part within foure months after, ſhall loſe 
his parttothe other owners,if he refuſe tobe conformable with the 
reſt, or with his partner in the ſaid ſhip, who did disburſe the ſame ; 
and moreouer he is topay the conſideration of the money alſo, tor 
the time that the ſame was laied our. 

Some makea queſtion, Whethera ſhip ſoamended & repaired ſhal 
betaken to be the ſame ? But it iscleere, that ſo long as the keele of 
the ſhip remaineth, it is ſtill the ſame ſhip, and notrobe calledano- 
ther ſhip ; ſois it alwaies belonging vnto the owners of the ſhip, al- 
though they had fabricated & amended the ſame with another mans 
timber : for the ſelling of a ſhip is not a ſufficient courſe to alienate 
the ſame ; but the quier poſſeſſion rhereof muſt be delivered v 
the ſale made. Andalthough the ſale be made, and the poſleflion 
of a ſhip dcliuered, ifncuertheleſſe it afterwards ſhall appeare thar 
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ſome haue committed piracie with the ſame, theparty who loſt his 
200ds, may lay anaQtion to theſhip in place conuenient. Hence the 


Aſkipwhich pronerbe ariſerh, Thar ſuch aſhip cannot drinke of all waters. Albeir 


cannot drinke 


of all watcrs, 


Of fhip- 


wrights. 


Navigaiion 
dangerous. 


this law is not generall, no more than aſhip driven by tempeſt into 
2a Harbour or Porrt, is ſubie@ropay cuſtome there, albeit fome de- 
maund the ſame, although no bulke be broken, which ſeemeth to be 
varcaſonable. A contra therefore taketh his ſtrength fi om the par- 
ties contraQting,and the place where it is made,according tothe cu- 
ſtomes thereof. It is therefore alſo dangerous to fraight vnknowne 
ſhips, which may be ſubie@to other mensaCtions, and that in many 
places, where windand weather may command them to enter ; for 
ſhips are properly reputed amongſt moueables, 2uia now ſunt im- 


Here the ſhip-wrights or builders of ſhips are an eſpeciall ſort of 
perſons to be conſidered and reſpected, called by the Grecians Nau- 
peei, whoare ſubic tothe iuriſdiftion of the Adwiraltie, and to 
render an account of their skill and knowledge in the building of 
ſhips to make the frame thereof comely and ſtrong,tith and durable, 
orelſe pay the penaltic to be impoſed vpon them for all coſts and 
damages : therefore they are to prouide good marerialls,and refuſe 
to take bad ſtuffe, as Aller, Beech trees,and ſuch like ſpungie timber 
for ſalt water ; whereunto Merchants muſt haue a ſpeciall regard, 
and looke that nogreene timber be pur in the worke, but ſuchgood 
Oakeas hath beene cut downe either at the wane of the Moone, and 
inthedeepeof Winter, or at ſuch timesas experience proueth wood 
to be molt ſollid and durable : for being cut in other ſeaſons and dri- 
ed vp,it becommeth open to receiue the water,and conſequently the 
aire, which is the cauſe of putrefation inall things vegitable. 

Concerning yron, they are alſotohaue a care it benot brittle,and 
that all be performed with great care. Shipping being the walls of 
the kingdome of England : and ſhip-wrights are forbidden vnder 
paine of treaſon tocommunicate or make their art knowne vnto cne- 
mies or barbarous people. 

From ſhipping let vs come to Nauigation : of the neceſſarineſſe 
whereof noman euer doubted, and whoſe perills are alwaiesemi- 
nent ; infomuch that Anacarſis ſaid , That trauellers on the ſeas were 
no further from death,than ſo many ynches as the timber of the ſhip 
was thicke or broad, according to the ſaying of the Satyre, Digits 4 
morte remotis quatuor amt ſeptem, fi fit latifſima teda : Whom Bias the 
Phyloſopher would neither reckon amongſtthe liuing,nor thoſe that 
had life infuſed. And he waseſteemed to commita great error, that 
would bring any goods by ſea, which he might transferre by land ; 
whereof more hereafter. 

No mancan be prohibited to ſaile on the maine ſea, albeit in 
ſome places (where the waters areas royalties vnto them)it be pro- 
hibited,as the Venetians doin the Adriaticke lake,and other Princes 


and Common-weales in their iuriſdigions and commands, _ 
hat 


* 


=y 


\ 


Lex «Mercatoria. 


hath beene obſerued time out of mind, and is taken for a moſt anci- 
ent preſcription. ; 5 ef 

It a ſhip bound for Venice, doe enter into the Riuverof Lixborne 
and there deliuer ſome goods or merchandiſes, and afterwardes en- 
rring into the Straights of the Mediterranian Sea, be driuen by con- 
trarie windes to ſome other place or Iſland in the ſaid Seas, and then 
make after that his diſcharge at Venice : all this time of the voy- 
ageis but one Nauigation, and the Maſter of the ſhip hath commitr- 
ted no fault, and done his endeuour if hee did depart from his firſt 
Port at the appointed time, by the Charterpartie limited. Bur for 
25 much that wee haue alreadie intreated of his duties to the Mcr- 
chant : let vs in the next Chapters remember Nauigation, with the 
communiticof the Seas, and now make anabridgement of the Im- 
periall Sca-lawes of the Haunce Townes. | 


Cua?  KXLITE 


An abridgement of the Imperial Sea-lawes of the Haunce 
Townes, made inthe yeare 1614+ 


Auingalreadic'in the precedent Chaprers, declared 
the Sea-lawes generally obſerued inall Countries, 
| and that in compendious manner : I haue thought 
| good neuerthelefſe roabridge in this place the Im- 
periall Sea-lawes of the Haunce Townes, as they 


Sayling from 


Port to Port. 


No man ſhall ſet forth or cauſe any ſhips to bee bnilded in any of of thebuil- 
ourſaid Townes, vnleſle hee bee a Citizen, or haue obtained leaue 4ingef hips. 


' of the Magiſtrate. 

No Maſter of a ſhip , ſhall vndertake to build a ſhip in their 
parteners abſence, vnleſſe he doe it at his owne charges, and be able 
to ſet her forth alone, vpon paine ofhalfe a Doller for cuery Laſt, to 
bee payed, the one halfe to the Magiſtrate, and the other halfero 
the poore. 

The Maſter of a ſhip is to conferre with his parteners, and to con- 
clude of what burthen the ſhip ſhall be built, and in what manner,to 
be doneall in writing, andif itbee found bigger, to pay two Dollers 
for cucry Laſt,&c. 

$ 
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The Maſter hath no power to enlarge the building of a ſhip after 
ſhe bee at Sea, vnleſſe it be ypon great neceſlitie to aduance the yoy- 
age, and for her ſafegard, otherwiſe all the charges of it ſhall bee 
his owne. 

The Owners, Parteners,or the Maſters of ſhips,fhal haue no power 
(during the building of the ſhip ) to giue away any of the materialls 
or victualls of the ſhip ( but to bring the ſame to account) vnleſſe all 
of them doe agree thereunto,otherwiſe they are not tobe payed for. 

That with their generall conſent , ſome two or more perſons bee 
appointed to buy all which ſhall bee requiſite tothe —— the 
ſhip and prouiſion, and they to deliuer an exaRt account of itby par- 
 ticulars,&c. | 
Of theowners The Maſter of aſhip, which hath beene formerly for others at the 
ofthis, and SE2S, ſhall not bee imployed by others, vnleſſe hee produce a teſti- 

Maſter. —moniall that he is diſcharged from the Owners in decent manner,vp- 
on paine of fortie Dollers. 
Maſter being entertained, is forthwith to bee aſſured by the 
Owners of his wages , whereby hee may bee able to deale with his 
Mariners . And the ſaid Owners are to doe their indcuour to make 
g00d, on their parts, what ſhall beneceſſarie for thevoyage. 
All Owners are to cauſe goodaccounts to be kept, and to deliuer 
vponthe finiſhing of them, publike writings and teſtimonialls of the 
Maſters good behauiour, and diſcharge of his vndertaking , vpon 
paine, &c. | 
If the Owners of a ſhip cannotagree with the Maſter,as is fitting, 
they may by generall conſent make choice of another , and pay the 
ſaid Maſter his wages, and:diſcharge him : and if hee haueany part 
in the ſaid ſhip, they are to' pay him for the ſame according to iuſt 
appraiſement. AY | | 
OftheMafters  Euery Maſter of a ſhip is to have knowledge of the Compaſle, 
_ and to be able to gouerne and dire the ſame, and to hire his Mari- 
nersaccordingly, orin default thereof to bee puniſhed for his pre- 
ſumption and vndertaking. 

Toprouide Mariners of experience,and that the ſhip be notouer- 
laden,nor too light.laden,but haue his due ballaſt,and to haue his Ca- 
bin and ouerlop cleare. 

That hee bee on ſhipboord euery night, and ypon ſpeciall occaſi- 
ons —_ abſent, hee may leaue his Mate and other that may ſupply * 
his place. 

Thar they doe not toomuch meddle with merchandiſe or trade, 
peo theydhall bee hindered in the due care of the charge of 
the ſhip. 

The Maſter is duely to pay the Mariners wages, without any abate- 
ment, vnleſſe it be for monyes lent them before, or cauſe to pay any 
thing tothe Owners. 

The wages due vnto Mariners for places neere at hand, are tobe 
payed but by two payments, but for remote and long voyages in 

P three 
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three payments ; oneat the depatture, another vpon the vnlading of ..,.. 


\ the goods, and the third vpon the ending of the voyage, by equall 
portions in third. : | | 

Ifa Maſters vpon ſome reaſonable occaſion wil diſcharge his Pilot 
eitherpon the vnlading or relading, he is to pay him full wages. 

If Mariners be vnruly and giue occaſion to hinder the voyage any 
way, by their misbehauiour ro be prooued by two other Mariners, 
the Maſter may ſer them on land,or cauſe them robe punifhed accor- 
ding to their demerite. _ 

If Mariners willnot teſtifie of their fellowes misbehauiours, the 
Maſter pon his oath ſhall be belceued,and the Mariner tobe puniſh- 
cd accordingly. IP 

If a Maſter doe conceale the offences of Mariners, hee ſhall for- 
feit and pay fiftic Dollers, halfe to the Magiltrate, and halfe to 
the poore, 7 os 

If a Mariner ſhould kill another, the Maſter is to keepe himin 
Yrons , vntill hee bring him vnto the: firſt judicature 'to bee 
iudged, &c, : | | 

IF a Pirat or Theefe ſhall come aboord, and the Matiners ate 
willing to defend the ſame, and yet the Maſter will nor fight : this 
Maſter ſhall neuer bee pur in truft any more , nor haute, credit as 
an honeſt man , nor bee ſuffered to dwell in any of the Haunce 
Townes. | | INES 

If a Maſter be put in truſt to bring ouer Pearles , Precious Stones, 
or Money, which are waresof no volume to pay fraight, but a conſi- 
deration , the Maſter is to haue the fourth part of it, and the other 
three parts are tobe the Owners. | bt: 

If a Maſter,being part Owner,wil ſell his part,or cauſe his Owners 
to pay deare for it : the ſaid part is to bee valued by indifferent per- 
ſons, and the Owners or ſome of them are to pay accordingly. . _ '' 

If a Maſter without cauſe will faile in anorher 'Hauen than hee is 
fraighted , arid loſſe doc happen, hee ſhall anfiveretheſame of his 
Owne meanes. oy 

If a Maſter ſhall ſell the ſhip, and the Merchants goods, and 
runne away , hee ſhall not remaine in any of the Haunce Townes, 
and ſhall bee purfued to anſwerefor the ſame to the vttermoſt by 
all meanes. | Fr 22, | 
. * If by contrary wind and weather being entred into another Har- 

bour, the Merchant doe ſell his goods , the Maſter is to have his full 


fraight, or to goe the voyage. 


= 


If a Maſter find himſelte in places, where neither himſeſfe nor his 
Pilot is acquaitcd, and may haue Pilots, but will not vſe'them, hee is 
to pay one marke of Gold for his puniſhment. wk 2 

If a Maſter haue his lading in Come, which becommeth hot , hee 
Is to coole the ſame in conuenient manner, if wind and weather doe 
not hinder him : and the Mariners are to haug two ſhillings lups for 


No 


- 


cuery Laſt tor doing of it. 
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Of che hiri henceforth take any Mariners to hire, wi 
of hiriog No Maſter ſhall hence eany Mar [re, without 


they haue a paſport of their laſt ſeruice, ypon.paine.of two Dallers, 
TA 7a Maſter is to giue, and ſhall bee printed with 
Blankes for the names. ; Ry 

None fhal hire onoyber Mariner b ——_— mans, qrby 

ning greater wages, but take them of courſe, vpon paine of renne 
Hollae &c. AnJ if the Mariner take his owne leaue, the Maſter 
mayclaimehalfe the Wages which another ſhall giue him. 

The Mariners ſhall keepe their promiſe of fidelitie to-the Ma- 
ter, and be of good behauiour,and quietly live together ypon paine 
as followeth. 

If any one doe put himſelfe forth to bee a Pilot, Boteſwaine, or 
any other officer, and ſhall be found inſufficicat by two credible ho- 
neſt men, or be prooued by his company , they ſhall not onely loſe 
their wages, but alſo be puniſhed according to the fac, 

If 8 Mariner be entertained, and at the Maſters charges, and be- 
fore the voyage, the Maſter take diſlike of him , hee may diſcharge 
him, giuing one third of his wages, but it ſhall bee of the Maſters 
purſe, and not for the Owners to beareany part thereof. 

Whenthe Maſter hath entertained the Mariners at the ſhip ex- 
pences, the Mariners are to make their lodging on boord, and to 
content themſelues with it. 

When the ſhip is come to ſome Port, or arriued at the place, the 
id Mariners arenotwithout the Maſters leaue to goe on ſhoare, vp- 
en paine to be impriſoned, and further to bec puniſhed as cauſe ſhall 
TEequUITE. | 

"The Mariners ſhall haue no gueſts on boord without the Maſtcrs 
conſent. 

No Mariner ſhall haue his wife on boord in thenight, vpon paine 
of a Doller if he doe offend. 

_ No Mariner istodiſcharge any Ordnance , or ſhoot without the 
Mailer commandement, vpon paine to pay double for the powder 
and ſhor. 

All Mariners ſhall both at Sea and in the Harbour,keeptrue watch 
night and day, according to the Maſters appointment , vpon paine 
of halfe a Doller to bee abated of his hire, and by default to bee 
puniſhed,&c. 

Whoſoeuer be found to ſleepe vpon the watch, ſhall forfeit eight 
ſhillings Lops, and he that findeth him ſleeping and conceals it, ſhall 
pay the like. 

No Botcſwaine ſhall looſe a Cable, without the Maſters or Pilots 
cammandemnent, 

When a ſhip is detained by wind and weather in any ſtrange 
lace, no Mariner ſhall __ or goe on ſhoare without the Maſters 
caue, vpon paine tq loſe halfe wages , the halfe of it to the Maſter, 

and halte tg the yoore. 

Neither ſhall the Mariners goe on ſhoare, when the ſhip | at 

Anchor 


. 
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Anchor,withour the maſters leaue,vpon paine of halfe a Doller. 

If any mariner goon land withoutleaue,and become wounded, the 

maſter is notto looke to fee him healed. 

If a Boreſwaine being abſent,be the cauſe of ſome great harme or 
loſſe,he ſhall anfwere for it : and if hehaue no means, he ſhall be then 
impriſoned one whole yeare with bread and water : and if by his de- 
fault the ſhip periſh, or ſome bodie be ſlaine, [he ſhall anfwere for ir 
with his life,or be puniſhed according to his offence. | 

When the maſter with ſome of his mariners goeth on land, the 
mariners are to attend in the boar for him, or to follow his order ; 
and if any remaineall night on ſhoare, heſhall lofe his portage, and 
be puniſhed. 

When a maſter hath hired his companie for a certaine place, and 
he hath afterwards aduice of his Owners or Partners, that more pro- 
fir is ro bee madein another place : the mariners are to be content 
therewith, and to take content for their wages ; wherein if they can- 
not well agree,then the moſt antient are to conclude, orother indif- 
ferenc perſons : and if any mariner benotſo contented, and thereup- 
on quarrelleth, he ſhall be puniſhed as a mutinous perſon. The like is 
to be done in any fraighrt which might happen, where the maſter is 
agreed with, which being performed, then to be determined in like 
maner for all controuerfies, as aforeſaid. 

When a maſter hath maintained (at his expences) the mariners 
inthe Winter ſeaſon , they ſhall notſeckero hauetheir wages aug- 
mented. | 

If aſhip be detained by ſome Prince or Potentate , or ſent on a 
voyage, the marinersareto ſcruencuertheleſſe, and if any runaway, 
they are ſeuerely to be puniſhed : and hauing ſerued , the difference 
alſo ro be ended with indifferent proceeding,asaforeſaid. 

If mariners will goaway vpon ending of halfe the voyage, the 
maſter may demand all their whole wages. 

If any mariner officer (hauing receiuedhalfe wages) runne away, 
he istobe purſued, & burnt in the face with ſome letter for a marke. 

If any mariner do commit any outrage to the maſter, heis robe 
ſeuerely puniſhed according to the offence. And if they combine or 
conſpire againſt the maſter, whereby he may be driven into ſome 
other harbour,or receiue great detriment to the ſhip and goods,all is 
to be puniſhed both by wages, life,and goods accordingly. 

If the ſhip become aſſailed by Pirats or Frybuters, the mariners þ. 
are to defend the ſame, and to afhiſt the maſter : and if they be found 
partakers inthe taking of the ſhip,they are ro be beheaded for it. 

If a ſhip be in danger at ſea by tempeſt or ſtormes,the mariners are 
todo their vttermoſt endeauours ro helpe the maſter to ſave the ſhip 
and goods , and if caſtaway,to helpe to ſaue the furniture thercof, as 
alſorhe goods and merchandiſes, and of them to haue ſome recom- 
pence for the ſauing ; and by default, to be puniſhed by all meancs 
whatſocuer. 

When 
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| When a.ſhip js to be poopanes or ſer forth, ir muſt be done with a 


freeand good will , and that all things may be bought at the beſt 
hand ; whercin one or more perſons may be imployed with the 
Maſter, taking care to beſtow all things in ſome conuenient place, 
with the conſent ofthe Owners : that the fleſh be wel ſalted and pre. 
ſerued,and all other vifuals prouided tobe ſhipped at the appointed 
time,all wich good order and direction. 

But when a Maſter of a ſhip doth victuall iy ſome other countrie 
where he hathno Owners , he muſtalwaies bty all things as good 
25he can,and thereof keepea true and iuſtaccount,wherein(if he be 
found to haue dealt fravdylently)he is to be puniſhed for a theefe, 

Therefore to prepareall things whereby a voyage may be ſooner 
accompliſhed; the Magiſtrates are to rake care as well as the Owners 
tofurther the ſame , ſo that the Merchant or the fraighter of the ſhip 
making the goods readie to be laden, may find the ſhip readie at the 
appointed time agreed vpon,vpon forfeiture of the whole fraight. 

No Maſterof a a! for himſelfe alone, or his Owners, deale 
or ladeany merchandiſe and goods in the ſhip, without the knows 
ledge of the fraighter of the ſhip,butdo all things orderly. 

And whereas it may happen, that in the preparing of a ſhip, ſome 
of the Owners may not agreetothe ſame; moſt voices ſhal ouer-rule 
the ſame, as the manneris in all ſea-lawes, and then. money may be 
taken vpon the ſhip for his part, by Boctommaric,called Fan nau- 
Hicum. | 
The Maſterof a ſhip hath no power to take vp money by Bottom- 
marie in places where his owner or owners dwell, vnlefſe it were tor 
ſo much only ashis part commeth vnto in the ſaid ſhip,otherwiſe his 
owne goods,and not the ſhip is toanſwere the ſame. 

But when a Maſter is out of his countrie, and where he hathno 
Owners, norany goods of theirs, nor of his owne, and cannot finde 
means totake yp by exchange,or otherwiſe,and that for want of mo- 
ney the voyage might be ouerthrown , then may he take mony vpon 
Bottommarie, and all the Owners are liable thereunto,otherwilſc he 
ſhall bearetheloſle. ; 

When ſhips do enter into Admiraltie one with another,whoſocuer 
breaketh the Admiraltie is bound to anſwer the damage which ſhall 
happen thereby : If he haue it notin money, he-ſhall make ſatisfaRi- 
on by all other meanes. | 

If a ſhip at ſea be indaunger, ſo asgoods muſt be throwne ouer- 
boord, theſe caſt goods are to be anſwered by ſhip and goods, as an 
Aueridge,wherein the Owners and goods on boord pay all pro rat. 

If a Maſter cut his Maſts or Sailes by ſtormie weather, the Mer- 
chant is to beare part of the loſſe ; but not if the Maſt do breake, or 
the Sailes be blowne ouer-boord, 

Therating of thegoods loſt,and to be caſt into an Aueridge,is to 
bereckoned ypon the ſhip, as the ſame may be valued to be worth, 


and that for ſo muchas he muſt take the ſame, if the Merchants = 
| | ſuffer 
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ſufſerit,and the like to be done in theappraiſement of g0ods.and the 
ſhips fraighr. 


When Merchants goods are taken at the feas, fome of one man, 


ſome of another mans ; euerie one is to bearehis owne loſe, vnleſlſe 
it were otherwiſe agreed before the ſetting forth of the ſhip. 
If a ſip breake on the ſeas,or be caſt away, wherby it cannot make Of fhipmreck, 
his voyage, then there is bur halfe fraight due forthe goods ſaued. _ 
When aſhip receiueth damage vpon the ſea, by the Maiſters neg- ſes. 


ligence,and bringeth neuerthelefſe the Merchants goods home, the 
Maſter is to haue his full fraight.: bur for the goods which he brin- 
gethnot, there is no fraight due;andif any bedamnified, heis ro make 


good the damage. 


If any man find any ſhip-wrecke goods vpon the coaſt ; or in the 
ſeas, drining neere the ſhip, and fiſheth vp the ſame, he is toanſwere 
the ſame to the next Magiſtrate, or juriſdiction thereunto adioyning, 
beittowne or countrie, and the finder ſhall haue for his labour and 


paines the twentieth part. Bur if it be ſtolne goods yponthe ſeas, 
then he is to haue + parr. 


When there is ſhipwrecks apparant to be on the ſeas, the Maſter is 
to ſee the perſons to be landed firſt then to ſaue the goods,rackle,ap- 


parrel'and all the furniture ; and of that which is ſaued,confideration 
for it is ro be made by the arbitrement of honeſt men. _. 
If ſo much be ſaued of the ſhips furniture as the fraight commeth 
vnto,then are full wages to be paied rothe Mariners, 
When two ſhips at ſea cannot ſhunne one another, and both ſu- gf gcc as. 
ge, vpon proofe made by oath not to be wilfully done, it = —_—_ 
caSs 


ſtaine dama 


is ended. 


- If aſhipvnder failedo run vpon another ſhipat anchor, and finke 
the ſame,or commir other damage, the partie offending ſhall pay for 


all, and the ſhip ſhall alſo be lia 
rent tudgement. 


ethereunto, according to indiffe- 


If by ſtorme a ſhip breake looſe and run vpon another , and inda- 
mage the ſame,the loſſe to be repaired as aforeſaid. 

If afhip receive damageby the anchor of another ſhip hauing his 
boy, the fame is to pay the damage ; and if both ſhips be in fault, then 
the ſame to be borne proportionably. 

When a ſhip is ſafely arriuedto his place of diſcharge, the Mari- 
ners are tobe diligent to looketo their diſcharge,vpon paine of halfe 


Wages. '* 


No Maſter ſhal fell any of the ſhips viRuals,vnleſle it were to pre- 
uent ſome loſſe, and ſobring the money to account, or ypon neceſſi- 
tie of others to helpe them. in diſtreſſe, and the remaining vituals 
he is to deliver ro the Owners, 'and the Mariners ſhall take no part - 
thereof after diſcharge, and the Purſer of the ſhip is to looke to the 
lafe keeping of it. | 

The Mariners arenot to caſt the ballaſt into the water,but to cauſe 


theſameto be carricd to the appointed place. 
R 


The 


found at the 


Of diſcharg- 
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Ofthe Maſters 


 TheMaſter is todeliuer inſtantly ( vpon his diſcharge) a true ac- 


reckoning,and count,&c. 


of the lading, 


&c. 


Of wagesex- 
- fraordinaric, 


The law of 
N ations. 


The portage of Mariners ſhall not bee allowed for Spaine nor 
France,&c.bur when they are laden with ſalt, then they may haue it 
homewards., | 

The Marinets deſeruing well,are to haue certaine extraordinaric 
wages,and in all accidents and fickneſſe to be prouided for; all which 
is agreeable to the ſeq lawes before declared. 


XXXIIII. 
Of Nauigation and Communitie of the Seas. 


S=<I3Þ/}Raficke and Commerce (without Nauigation) would 


CINADP.: 


h be of ſmall moment : therefore eucn as God the Au- 


>= 


0 


cording to the common right of mankind, 1ure Gentiums, the Nauiga+ 

Fj , Is no lefle free and open toeverie one, 
than the vie of the ayre. God hauing ſo diſpoſed of the foureEli- 
ments,two to ſwim aboue mans head , and twoto lie ynder his feet, 
the Earth and the Water. Hence it proceedeth, that paſſage both yp- 
on land and ſea through all Chriſtian regions, is and hath beene ſo in- 
differently permitted to all perſons of all nations, euen to Turkes, 
Tewes, Barbarians, and Pagans (not being profeſſed enemies) much 
leſſetobe reſtrained therefore of Chriſtians inallreſpeRs, both by 
land and vpon the ſeas, vnderſtanding the great maine Ocean ſeas, 
whichcannot be hindered but by the right of wars. 

This excellent att of Nauigation is now ſo much praQtiſed and 
knowne,that the voyages heretofore performed by fir Francis Drake 
knight,and after him by maſter Candiſh, ſayling round about the 
globe of the earth in leſſe than three yeres time,is become no matter 
ofadmiration, and may bedone in far ſhorter time, asdayly experi- 


ence doth proue. 


Maruellous is that naturall propertic of the Magnes, called =_ 
Load- 


Lex «Mercatoria. 


— - — — es es eee ns _ 


Loadſtone,or Adamant ſtone, whereby theneedle of the Compaſſe 

cing touched, immediately turneth to ſome one certaine point of 
the heauens,and after ſundry motions hither and chither,findeth reſt 
onely in one place and point . And albeit this point in ſeuerall Hori- 
zons be different, yet in any one Horizon it remaineth permanent ; 
and therefore it plainely appeareth, that the ſame proceedeth of 
ſome conſtant permanent cauſe naturall, and not of any vncertaine 
cauſe accidentall ; but what this cauſe ſhould bee, is hitherto vn- 
knowne . Themoſt probable and beſt allowed, is the point Attrac- 
tiue, which ſhould be of ſuch vertue as to draw the needle touched, 
alwayes towards the ſame point; affirming that thereis a great rocke 
of Magnes ſtone, diſtant from the Pole certaine grades. I haue of 
late yearcs ſeenea Magnes ſtone { which the'partie ſaid ro have had 
from a rocke in Sweathland ) which weighed not much more than 
one pound, and ſuch was the Attratiue power of it, that thercby an 
Anchor of rhirtie pound weight was drawne vp , as my ſelfe and di- 
vers others haue made triz!] of ; howſoeuer, this Mathematicall rea- 
ſon following, is worthy the confideration of a good judgement, 

As the Axis of the carth , notwithſtanding all other motions, re- 
maineth (as it were ) immouecable , and yet in reſpe of the Spheri- 
call forme of theearth in euery ſcuerall Horizon maketh a line Me- 
ridionall, by reaſon of the Seftion made in the ſuperficies of the Ho- 
rizons, by Meridians, hauing all that Axis as their common Diame- 
ter : So may italſocome to paſſe of the line of the needle, and his 
variation, the needle being alwaies permanent in one plaine ſuperfi- 
cies, according tothe ſeucrall Section of the plaine wherein it re- 
ſteth, and the Horizon there may continually bee made, in everie 
plainenew variations : Fora fimile, as ina paire of ballance of equal 
weight, there is a certaine motion too and fro, before they findrheir 
true place of reſt ( the ſame being onely in theleucll of the Horizon) - 
which commeth to paſle by the Attractiue Center of the carth,who 
drawing vnto him cither weight with like force, finding the ſub- 
ſtance like alſo, compelleth them to reſt in the ſuperficies, like diſtant 
from that Attractive Center : ſo in the needle, being a bodie indued 
with two ſcucrall properties, the one of Grauitic, and the other of 
Levitie , which being equally peized, forccth him to abide inthe 
Horizon ; the other being Magneticall and receiued by the touch, 
cauſeth him to reſt alway in that one Meridian to the Magnes 
appropriate; it thereby commeth to paſle, that after ſundrie ballan- 
cing this way and that way, it onely ſettleth inthe common Scion 
of this peculiar Meridian and Horizon . So that cuen as in Dialls, 
the line of the ſtile onely accordeth and concurreth with the Meri- 
dian line, in ſuch as are void of declination ( but in all ſuch plaines 
2s arc declinatorie, the line of the Stile varierh from the Meridian 
line, and the ſame Angle of variztion alſoaltereth as well in reſpe& 
of inclination as declination ) ſo itmay be ſuppoſed this variation of 
the Compaſſe to be nothing elſe bur the Angle comprehended be- 

R 2 tweene 
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tweene the Meridian line, and the common Section of the Magneti- 
call Meridian to the Horizon, in the Horizonceall plaine , and this 
Angle to bee alwayes exaRly equall to the Angle contained of the 
Meridian line, and line of the Stile, the Longitude of the place pro- 
poned, accounted from the Magneticall Meridian, being cquall to 
the declination of the Dialls plaine ſuperficies, making computation 
from South ro Eaſt circularly , and the Latitude of the place cquall 
tothe complement of the inclination of the ſame ſuperficies Horo- 
logicall , wherein cuery man at his pleaſure may iudge with vnder- 
ſtanding , if hee haue taſted but of the firſt principles of the Mathe- 
matikes or Coſmography . And hauing made mention of the Ar- 
tratiue Center, I call ro memorica conference , which in the yeare 
1605 ( being in Yorkeſhire about the Allome Mines, and certaine 
Lead Mines in Richmondſhire ) paſſed betweene the Archbiſhop of 
Yorke Doctor Matthew, and my ſelfe,in preſence of Ralph Lord Eure, 
with whom I went to Yorke to congratulate the ſaid Archbiſhop 
newly come to that See, which was concerning the Center of rhe 
earth, which hee ſaid was vnknowne vnto him what to conicCture of 
it, whereupon we entred intoa large diſcourſe, infomuch that from 
the loweſt Center, wee did clime and aſcend rothe higheſt Climate 
by imaginarie conceits (for ſois all the ſtudic of the Circle of the 
Experience of Zodiacke, and the appropriation of the twelue Signes therein: ) and 
oof after many reaſons of the earths ſtabilitie, againſt the Pirhagorians 
this imaginary and Copernicus dod@rine of Mobilitie ( that 1s to ſay , Whether the 
— he Heavens moue,and the earth refteth immoucable, or the earth moue, 
A  andthegreat Orbe of Stars be permanent mentioned before ) we did 
find all this to be imaginarie, and in that conſideration and imagina- 
tion wee did diſcend ro the lower Center againe , and thereupon 
conclude, That whereas the Center is raken to be as a point of agrear 
Circle, and ſoall weightie things falling thereunto, it may as well be 
a great Circle whereupon all other Orbes runne in circumference 
circularly : Secing that the earth and waters together make the per- 
fe Globe asaforeſaid, and all weightic things may bee inclining to 
that Circle . But this matter being not concerning Nauigation, let 
vs returneagaine to our obſeruations, That the maine Ocean Seas are - 
common toall Nations as the paſſages are on the Land, to bee naui- @ 
gated for trafticke and commerce, yet no one man cantrafficke with 
any Nation without their conſent. 
| Concerning the Art of Nauigation, Mariners have one great im- 
perfection, that is,the want of exa&rules to know the Longitude,or 
Arkes Itincrall , Eaſtand Weſt, without the which they can neither 
: truely giue the place or ſcituation of any Coaſt, Harbour , Rodeor 
towne;znorin ſayling diſcerne how the place they ſayle vnto beareth 
from them, or how farreit is diſtant: whereby they are inforced long 
beforethey come toany Coaſt, all night ro ſtrike ſayle, not other- 
wayes than if they were vpon it, thereby loſing the benefit of pro- 
ſperous windes , in {ch ſort ſometimes , that whereas keeping a true 
courſe, 
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courſe, they might have beene quietly at road, they are by contra- 
rie and aduerſe tempeſts carried farre off, and ſo not without great 
charge tothe Owner, paine tothe Companie,and peyill rotheir Ship 
are enforced to waſte their time z which of late yeares by ſome new 
Chartes and Inſtruments is in ſome part amended, albeit the ſaid 
Chartes are ſtill deſcribed with ſtraight Meridian lines running 
equidiſtant or parallel, which is erronious : and they ſuppoſcthar run- 
ning vponany of their points of the Compaſſe , they ſhould paſſe in 
the circumference of a great Circle , and therefore in the plaine 
Cardes deſcribe thoſe windes with ſtraight lines , which is another 
abuſe . Forthe Ship ſteming the North and the South, onely ma- 
keth her courſe in a great Circle Eaſt or Weſt ſhee deſcriberh a pa- 
rallel, and being ſtirred on any other meane point ſhee delineateth in 
her courſe a Curue or Helicall line, neither ſtraight nor circular, but 
mixt of both: which ſuppoſition being well obſerued, berweene two 
different Angles of variation, and conferred with ſome ſuch third 
Angle of a Curue line, every degrees ſayling or thereabouts , will 
ſhorrentheir courſe of ſayling, that ( with like wind and weather ) 
they ſhall performe that intwentie foure houres, wherein they ſpend 
aboue three or foure dayes, and many times the voyage is thereby 
loſt and ouerthrowne . As I made Sir Francs Drake Knight to take 
notice of, in the yeare 1587, and after that more ſenſibly to Sir 


Walter Rawleigh Knight. 
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CHAP. XXXY, 
Of the diſtin Dominions of the Seas. 


Lats the Philoſopher, perceiuing that Equalitie 
would be the cauſe that cuerie man ſhould haue 
cnough, was of opinion, and willed all things 
in a Common-wealth to bee common, whom 
Sir Thomas Moore in his Vtopian Common- 
weale ſeemethtoimitate, tothe end that an in- 
finite numberof Lawes alreadie made, andthe 

making of ſo many .new Lawes as daily are 

- made might beaboliſhed + whereas all of them are not ſufficient for 

euery man to inioy, detendand know from another mans,that which 

hee calleth his owne proper and priuate goods. Burt finding after- 


wards that this Equalitie could not bee eſtabliſhed, and that many 
R 3 other 
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other inconueniences thouldariſe thereby, he did wiſely reuoke the 
Renuntiation ſame in his ſecond Common-wealth . For the ſame was neuer yſed 
— inany age, noxby the Word of God commanded, when from the 
Gen, 1.28, beginning he willed man to ſubdue the earth and rule over the fiſh. And 
againe after the Flood, willing manto repleniſh the earth, and for the 
better performance thereof ſcattering Mankind at the building of 
the Towre of Babel, ouer all the face of the earth, diuiding the Iſles 
of the Nations into their ſeuerall Lands , God being the Author of 
Nature, asalſoof the diuifion : Infomuch that when Mankind was 
propagatedto an infinitenumber of creatures, and things vpon the 
earth not ſufficient for their ſuſtenance, then of neceflitie followed 
the vie of Trading vpon the Seas, both for Fiſhing and Negotiation, 
which could not be done if all things had beenc common, neither on 
Land, norvpon the Seas, which thereupon became diuiſible,in pla- 
ces of fiſhing, but not in the maine great Seas,which is common toall 
Nations ( ure gentium ) as in the precedent Chapter is declared ; not 
that the words intend any Law ſet downe by common conſent of all 
Nations , but onely denoteth vnto vs the example or cuſtome of 
Qther Nations in ſayling and trafficking ouer the Seas, with commo- 
dities reared vpon the Land and by the Seas ioyning thereunto, and 
not in the maine Ocean Scas where no fiſhing can be vſed,: whereby 
the properties'of both Lands and Seas are diſtinguiſhed by the ſaid 
Law of Nations, agreeable in this particular with the Law of God : 
By Diuine For the Moral Law prohibiting theft and rhe coueting of other mens 
mo goods, doth declare the ſaid propertic . And the Ceremoniall Law, 
willing euery man to make ſacrifices of his owne, doth confirme 
—the ſame. ® 
The meanes which God hath appointed, to make this diſtintion 
of the Dominions vpon the Seas, are as certaine as the menſura- 
tion of the Land whereunto the Sea is adioyning, and in proprietic 
ro bee eſteemed accordingly , taking their. names of the Countries 
and Kingdomes adiacent, or of their ſcituation ; as Mare Britannicum, 
Mare Germanicum, Mare Hibernicum, and for {cituation , Mare Meditey- 
7aneum,obſerued by Coſmographers, Hiſtoriographers, and Mathe- 
- maticians : this is performed with the helpe of the Compaſſe, coun- 
ting of courſes, ſoundings, colour of the grauecll orfands , and other 
By the Ciuile wayes to deſigne Finitwy ab infinito : {o farre as is expedient for the 
—_ certaine reach and bounds of Seas, properly apppertaining to any 
Prince or people ; wherein the Doftors of the Ciuile Law have re- 
By the Lawof corded excellentobſeruations . Baldws ſaith, Yidimms de iure gentium, 
= _ _ in Mare eſſe Reena diſtintta, ficwt interra Anda. | 
Adiegemi. de Baxtolns doth in his opinion allow for princes and people at the 
ter. divifione. ſea-(ide Cemtmm milliaria, which'is one hundreth leagues of ſea from 
a gogenel thcir coaſt, if rhey extend their prote&ion ſo farre,called by them 
ſule, Diſtrict us mars (7 territorium,which is moſt plaine in thoſe ſeas where 
ae. the Ifles of Garneſey and Iarneſey are ſo ſenſible and viſible to the 
of Dominion, FEalme Of England, or where there are ſuch rockes or eminent marks 
as 


em 
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as the Waſhes at the Weſt ſeas thereof ; to which purpoſe Paulus a 
renowmed Ciuilian ſaieth, That it is not needfull for him who would 
poſſeſſe himſelfe of any land, to: goabour, and tread over the ſame; 
bur it is ſufficient to enter in vponany part thereof, with a mind to 
poſſeſle all the reſt thereof, euento the due marches, tobe made ap- 
parant by the inſtruments'of Geometricians. And the like may be 
deſigned vpon the ſeas,notwithſtanding the ſoliditic of the one, and 
the continuall loyring too and fro of the other. | 
This diſtintion of dominion hauing continued ſo many hundreth 
yeares, needeth not to be corroborated with other proote and argu- 
ments : yet let vs note obiter, That if the ſame were not diſtinguithed 
as aforeſaid , one borne ypon the ſeas ſhould haue no countrie or na- Caſes of ciuile 
tion to appeale vnto, and a man dying inteſtate vpon the ſeas, ſhould T-aw,o0r Admir 
miniſter occaſion of queſtion to know who ſhould adminiſter his "© 
goods ;and making of a Will, how the ſame ſhould be proued and 
executed by law, without approbarionof ſome Courtor Turiſdicti- 
on : whereas we find many Admiralls of the ſeas, and their {eueral} 
juriſdictions vpon the ſeas, as deputies to their Princes or States, who 
arcalwaies abſolute Commanders in their precinds, according to 
the treatics and contratts made betwetne Princes which are in the 
nature of lawes, and inſeperable of the ſaid Princes right on the 
land, concerning the poſlcſſion of their Kingdomes or Common- 
weales, as the fundamental! cauſe of their dominion, wherein dif- 
continuance (of any part of their right) cannot be pleaded againſt 
them. The Kings of England neuerthelefle haue becne proutdent 
and caretull herein : for Hiſtoriographers haue recorded, That King 
Edear(one of the Saxon Kings long before the Conqueſt)madea ſur- rathew of 
uay yearely of the foure great ſeas, and ſtiled himſelfe lord there- Weltm. 
of cuen vntill Norway, and his progreſſe was moſt towards rhe hs 0 2 
North. Iris alſo affirmed, That the ſaid King Edgax cauſed an in- 41meg7;, 
{cription to be made ypon his Tombe for a monument, calling him- 
ſelfe Dominus quatuor Marea : and as Papinzan the Turiſconſult faieth, 
In finalibus queſt ionibus vete ra monumenta ſequenda ſunt . But this for oe Britani. 
the dominion of the Kings of England ouer their ſeas, is not need- 3yare niteray 
full. For afterwards William Duke of Normandie, after he had ſub- <m. 
ducd the realme of England by conqueſt, cauſed himſelfenor onely (j127* Gomes 
to be proclaimed King , but alſo that all the goods of the ſubiects MareDeucali- 
were his, and ſo cauſed the landto bediuided, and yet was conten- 4: 
ted to change the title of a Monarchie by conqueſt intoa Monarchie  zodiau de 
Royall, and was alſo Lord of the ſaid foure ſeas, by the former aſ- X99. 
ſumplit, which had then continued 200 yeares ; and hisprogreſſeby 
ſea was moſt Weſtward. For when Princes or Kings do ſtilethem- 
lelues by proclamation, then the continuance thereof (without op- 
poſition of other princes) is holden and obſerucd as inuiolable and 
permanent. ' 
Now King Hepriethe ſecond ſucceeding William the Conqueror, Graftons 
within one hundreth yearcs,did ioine Ireland to the crowne of _ Chraniehs 
land, 
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land, and did reduce Normandie and other places in France to the 
crowne, taking (asit were ) a new poſſeſſion of the ſaid ſeas: and 
Heprie the firſt euerie yeare, or within three yeares at the furtheſt, 
croſſed ouer into Normandie,hauing taken Reber: Duke of Norman- 
die priſoner. 

In the time of King Edward the third, there was a diſputation held 
with France, concerning the fiſhing of the ſeas about Brittaine : in 
which it was proued to belong to England, and thereupon Fraunce 
diſclaimed therein, as appeareth by the ſaid King Edward the third 
his Proclamation yet extant. Which arguments and contracts are as 
a law effectuall. And here I muſt remember the ſingular care which 
the right reuerend father in God doGtor Abbot (new Archbiſhop of 
Canturburie,and Metropolitane of England) hath had, in procuring 
(at his great charges for the good of or poſteritie ) an excellent 
great Volume or Manuſcript which was heretofore taken at Calice 
in France when the Spaniards tooke the ſame, 4»no 1 596, and caried 
to Bruxels in the Low-countries , whereof I haue had the peruſal, 
and madean Abſtract of the Chaprers of the ſame, wiz. The Trea- 
tic of Peacc betweene Edward the third, king of England, and hn 
king of France, for themſclues and their eldeſt ſonnes, namely Ed- 
ward the Blacke Prince of Wales, and Charles Duke of Normandie 
Regent ; the French King his father being priſoner to the ſaid King 
Edward : which Treatie was made the eight of May 1 3 60, in Brita- 
niencere Chartres, and confirmed at Calice ; whereupon fixteene 
Hoſtages were giuen to the King of England, by the French King, 
who was to come thither in perſon, and to pay three millions of 
crownes for his ranſome, of two crownes to bee reckoned for an 
Engliſh noble, called in King Henriethe eight his time Angell noble, 


Theranſome . being ſome 750000 ® ſterling . The ſhip whereof vpon the one 


of King 
France, 


1am! de, did figntie the dominion of the ſeas , whereunto old Chancer 


the Poet did alludein Henrie the fifth his time. This money was r0 
be paicd, to weer, ſix hundreth thouſand crownes at Calice, within 
4 months after King Johns arriuall there, more foure hundreth thou- 
ſand crownes within the yeare, and ſo much yearely vntill the full 
paiment made within the citie of London,being the kings Chamber. 

After this follow the particular Letters for the deliuerie of ſeue- 
rall countries and townes, as Caours, Cariin, Monſtreull, Calice, 
Rochell, Turaine, Poitiers, Poitou, Xantes, Xantogne, Dagonois, 
Perigot , and diuers others, beſides many Letters concerning the 
French Kings libertic , and his Hcſtages, and of the homageto be 
made by the Earles and Barqnsto the King of England (who remai- 
neth with the title of Soucraignetie and Domayne) beſides many 
other memorable things; ſo thatall matters concerning the ſeas and 
land were eſtabliſhed for thoſe ſeas : and King Eaward tooke fixe 
pence atunne for fiſhing ſhips . King Henrie the fifth who did con- 
querea!l France, and had the poſſeſhon of Mare Britanicum, loſt no- 


thing of his right ; no more did Heprie the ſixth , and King Henrie 


the 


— 
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the ſeuenth, as may appeare by their Proclamations, Treaties, and 


Contracts nor onely with the French , but with the Archdukes of þ "= 


Burgondie, as by Gaicchardins Chronicle, or Hiſtorical deſcription 


Chro Holl:ng* 
. Froiſqart, 
Guicchar ain 


of the Low-countriesappeareth. And as Docter Dee ih his booke of 3** thelad 


Navigation affirmeth, King Henrie the ſeuenth in conſideration of the 
fiſhing trade,properly belonging vnto England (in his ſeas and do- 
minions) had reſolued to ſettle a trade thereupon, which he prefer- 
red aboueall voyages; for inthoſe daies, there was no fiſhing trade 
eſtabliſhed in the Low-countrics. And it 1s not yet one hundreth 
yeares compleate , that one Violet, Stephens, and other diſconrented 
Fiſhmongers departed the realme of England,and went into Holland 
to the towne of Enckhuſen, where they procured the inhabirants to 
fiſh for them, in his Maieſtics of great Brittaine ſeas, ſtreames, and 
dominions : which inhabitants(vpon the deceaſe of the ſaid Engliſh- 
men Fiſhmongers) tooke the whole trade to themſelues, diſperſing 
the ſame into many other townes, whereby the ſame is admirably 
increaſed. Queene Marie being maried with King Philip the ſecond 
of Spaine(vnder whom all the ſeuenteene Low Prouinces were yni- 
ted) granted aleaſe vnto the ſaid King for the fiſhing of his ſubics 
in the North parts of Ireland, for oneand twentie yeares, for a cer- 
eaine fine,and paying one thouſand pound yearely into the Treafurie 
of Ircland,and Edward Fitton knight then Treaſurer. And the Com- 
panie of the old Haunce #» primo of the ſaid Queene Aarie had alſo 
libertie to fiſh within the ſaid ſeas, vpon certaine conditions, as ap- 
peareth inthe Chappell of the Rolls of the Chancerie. And for Eng- 
land Northwards, licences werc giuen at Scarborough Caſtle. 
Tothis diſtin&tion of dominion of the Seas, I call tomemorie the 
proceedings of that vitorious King Henry the eight, who during the 
time that Calice was vnder the Crowne of England (as it hath beene 
full 211 yeares) vſed the inuention of the figne of the Portcullis , 
ſignifying the power of locking vp of the narrow Seas betweene 
Douer and Calice, which was thought conuenient to bee vied vpon 
the coyne made for the Eaſt-Indies, at the beginning of thattrade, 
being pceces of the value of eight Royalls of Spaine, whereof there 
was coyned in the Tower of London foratriall (in Ianuarie 1690) 
ſome fix thouſand pounds, which could not be made currant there, 
becauſe the Spaniſh peeces of eightRoyalls, had beene before that 
time counterfeited by other nations, 'which madethe Eaſt-Indians 
to doubt of our coyne, although withour cauſe. This noble King 
Henrie(hauing procured the Emperor Charles the fifth ro mcet with 
the French King) went ouer in perſon with agreat power to belicge 
the towne of Bulloigne in France, and when he ſaw that the Empe- 
rors Tent or Pawillion was made with the two pillars of Hereales, and 
the inſcription Plus witra : and likewiſe the French Kings Tent with 
the three Flowerdeluces, and rhe title of Primus Chriſtianorum Rex, 
He cauſed an Archer tobe made vpon his Pauillion with Bow and 
Arrowes , and his inſcription was Cui adherio preeſt, declaring 
thereby 


tcatile, 


By original! 
anriquitic, 


Invention of 
the Porccullis, 
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thereby his preſent ſtrength whereby hee did qualifie thoſe warres, 
and peace was madebetwcen the Emperor and the ſaid French King, 
it being truethat theſtate of a Prince doth as much confiſt by reputa- 
tion,as by ſtrength. 

Our Soueraigne Lord King 7ames, hath alſo becne mindfull of his 
right of diſtin dominion, for the great bleſſings which almightie 
God hath allotted to the Kingdomes of Great Brittaine, Ircland, 
and the Iſles adiacent vnder his Maieſties Dominions, is ſo viſible to 
all the world,as that thereby they are rauiſhed with admiration. For 
albeit that the earthly bleſſings are produced in ſeaſonable times : 
yet the bleſſings of the Seas are directed and pointed at by the finger 
of God ar infallible ſeaſons , caufing thoſe watric creatures to offer 
themſclues for our ſuſtenance, and for the generall good of all crea- 
tures in places certaine, within his Maieſties Seas,Streames and Do- 
minions, and not into the maine where fiſhing cannot bee effected. 
Whereupon his Maieſtie before his comming into England , didlet 
the fiſhing of Scotland tothe Hollanders for fifreene ycares, it being 
agrced by more ancient Treaties betweene them , that the fiſhing 
then agreed vpon ſhould be erghtie miles from the Coaſt, to the end 
the Scoles of Herrings ſhould not bee interrupted . His Maicſtiein 
the fourth yeare of his Raigne of Great Brittaine, made a Graunt to 
one Collyns of Couentrie for twentie one yeres forthe fiſhing in ſome 
parts ot Ireland : and the like Graunts haue beene made for the Iſles 
of Garneſey and Iarneſey, according to the Common Law of Eng- 
land, which ( in this point concerning his Maieſties right of domini- 
on ) is very copious, the handling whereof I leaue to the learnedand 
judicious of the ſaid Law. 

In the ſeuenth yeare of his Maieſties ſaid raigne, his Highneſſe 
cauſed a Proclamation tobe made, concerning his Dominion of fiſh- 
ing, which being compendious and ſubſtantiall, I thought conuenient 
hereto be inſerted Yerbatim. 


þ Ms5S, By the Grace of God, King of Great Brittaine, France, and Ire- 
land, Defendor of the Faith,&5c. To all and ſingular perſons to whom it may 
appertaine, greeting . Although We doe ſufficiently know,by Our experience in 
the Office of Regall ajonitie ( in which by the fauour of _Almightie God, W-e 
hauc beene placed and exerciſed theſe many yeares ) as alſp by obſeruation 
which Wee haue made of other Chriſtian Princes exemplarie attions, how far 
the abſoluteneſſe of Our Soneraigne Power extendeth it ſelfe . And that in re- 
gard thereof Wee need not to yeeld account to any perſon wnder God , for any 
action'of Ours which is lawfully grounded wpon that inſt Prerogatine : Tet ſuch 
hath eaer beene, and ſhall be Our care and deſire to gine ſatisfattion to Our 
neighbour Princes and friends, in any action which may haue the leaſ? relation 
to their SubietFs and Eſtates : as We haue thought good ( by way of friendly 
Pr emonition ) to declare onto them all, and to whomſoeuer it may appertaine, 
4 followeth, | 
Whereas, Wee haue beene contented , fince Our comming to the Crowne, t0 
| tolerate 
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zollerate an indifferemt aud promiſcuous kind of libertie to all Onr friends 
whatſoeuer to fiſh pon Our Streares, and pon any of Our Coaſts of Great 
Brittaine, Ireland, and other adiacent Iſlands , ſo farre forth as the permiſsion 
or ſe therof, might not redound to the impeachment of Our Prerogatine Rojall, 
por to the hurt and damage of Our louing Subiefts,whoſe preſeruation and flo- 
riſhing eſtate We hold Our (elues principally bound to aduance before all world: 
ly reſpetts : ſo finding that Our coniurnce therein, hath not onely gtuen occaſion 
of oner great encroachments pon Our Regalittes, or rather ny of Our 
rieht,but hath been a meanes of much daily wrongs to Our own people that exer- 
ciſe the trade of fiſhing,as ( either by the multitude of ſtrangers which doe pre- 
* occupic thoſe places, or by the iniuries which they receiue moſt commonly at their 
hands ) Our Subie@ts are conſtrained to abandon their fiſhing , or at the lea## 
become ſo diſcouraged in the ſame,as they holdu better for them to betake them- 
ſelues to ſome other courſe of lining. Whereby not onely diners of Our Coaſts 
Townes are much decayed, but the number of Marriners daily diminiſhed ; 
which is a matter of great conſequence to Our eſtate , conſidering how muc 
the ſtrength thereof conſiſteth in the power of Shipping , and the v(e of Naui- 
gation. Wee hane thonght it now, both iuſt and neceſſarie ( in reſpett that Wee 
are now by Gods fauour, lineally and lawfully poſſeſſed, as well of the 1fland of 
Great Brittaine, as of Ireland, and the reſt of the Iſles adiacent ) to bethinke 
Our ſelues of c00d and lawfall meanes to preuent thoſe incongenicnces and ma- 
ny others depending won the ſame . 1n the conſideration whereef, as Wee are 
defirowus that the world may take notice, that Wee haue no intention to deny Our 
neighbours and allies , thoſe fruits and benefits of peace and friendſhip which 
may be iuſily expected at Our hands in honour and reaſon, or are affoorded by 
other Princes mutually in the point of Commerce and Exchange of thoſe things 
which may not proone preiudiciall to them : So becauſe ſome ſuch conuenient 
order may be taken in this matter, as may ſufficiently prouide for all theſe ims- 
portant conſiderations which doe depend thereupon : Wee haue reſolued, firſt, 
to gine notice to all the world,That Our expreſſe pleaſure is,that from the begin- 
ning of the moneth of Auguſt next comming , no perſon of what Nation or 
qualitie ſoener, being not Our naturall borne Swbiect, be permitted to fiſh upon 
any of Our Coaſts and Seas of Great Brittaine,Treland, ana the reſt of the Iſles 
ediacent ( where moſt v{ually heretofore any fiſhing hath beene) untill they 
haze orderly demanded and obtained licences from Ys, or ſuch Our Commi([5io- 
ners a5 Wee haue amthoriſed in that behalfe, viz. at London , for Our Realmes 
of Encland and Ireland , and at Edenborough for Our Realme of Scotland. 
Which licences Our intention is, ſhall be yearely demanded, for ſo many Veſſels 
and Ships, and the Tannage thereof, as ſhall intend to fiſh for that whole yeare, 
or any part thereof, pon any of Our Coaſts and Seas, as aforeſaid, pon paine 
of ſuch chaſtiſement, as ſhall be fit to be inflicted wpon ſuch wilfull offenders. 

Giuenat our Palace of Weſtminſter the-f1xth of May, in the ſe- 
venth yeare of Our Raigne of Great Brittaine, France and Ireland, 
Anno Dom. 1609, 


By this Proclamation, is his Maieſties Rightand Dominon of the 


Seas,expreſſed in two words,by Lineall and Lawfull poſſeſſion of an 
hereditaric 
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The beft mark 
of diſtin& do+ 
minions ypon 
the 5cas, 


hereditarie Kingdome or Kingdomes, whereunto thoſeSeasare joy- 
ned and apperrtaining. 

It is not a Dominion obtained by an eleiue Kingdome, as Po- 
land, Hungarie,and others ; neither 1s it had by any firſt diſcouerie, 
wherein the Pope muſt be a mediatour , as _Mlexander the ſixth was 
between the King of Caſtile and Portugal,ypon the diſcouery of the 
Eaſt and Weſt-Indies, by drawing a line vpon the Globe from the 
Iſland of the Canaries,to make the diuifion betweene them : Nei- 
ther is it like to the Whale fiſhing in Greeneland , where ſome vpon 
their diſcouerie tooke neither poſſeſſion, much lefſe had any occupa- 
tion,which maketh the ſtronger right : Neither is it by giftor pur-* 
chaſe,as ſome Italian Princes in the Mediterranean Seas, which doe 
neuertheleſle inioy both freedome and benefit thereby ; bur it is vn- 
doubted and indiſvareble as aforeſaid. 

Toconclude this Argument, the diſtin dominion of abordering 
Prince ypon the Seas,is beſt ſeene by the Tribute or Taxe which hee 
taketh vpon fiſhing ſhips, whereofwe haue many preſidents. 

In Ruſſia many leagues from the Maine, Fiſhermen doe-pay great 
taxes to the Emperour of Ruſſia, and in moſt places none bur his ſub- 
ies are permitted to fiſh , and the Hollanders doe giue him the 
tenth fiſh. 

The King of Denmarketaketh great tribute , both at Wardhouſe 
and the Sound, 

The Kings of Sweathen haue donethe like, which is now conti- 
nued by the King of Denmarke,for Norway . The Duke of Medina 
Sidonia taketh for Tunyne. | 

King Edward the third of England, tooke fix pence for euery Tun 
in his time, which by inhauncing of the money is now 18 pence. 

All the bordering Princes of Italy , doe take tribute of the fiſh 
taken within the Mediterranean Seas, for their ſeuerall Territories. 

In Lappia, Fiſhermen doe pay monyes in the Sound for paſſage to 
fetch ir,ouer and aboue the tenth fiſh. 

The Earle of Orkney taketh the tenth fiſh, for the Iſles of Orcades 
vnder his iuriſdiction : as the Fiſhermen doe to the Lords of the Ma- 
nors in the Weſt parts of England, for Pilchards, Hake and Conger.” 

The States of the vnitea Low Countries, doe take an Impoſition 
vpon fiſh taken within the Seas and Streames of other Princes, as alſo 
neere their Coaſt, and their ſubieRts trafficking with the Ruſſians, as 
Haunce Noblett, Haunce Van ſtracle, Robert Englegraxe and others, do con- 
tinually pay the tenth fiſhvnto the Emperour of Ruſſia. 

All which is requiſite for Merchants to know, to preuent troubles 
or loſſes, forthe pretence of ignorance doth not excuſe, as our Mer- 
chants of 'Kingſtone vpon Hull haue found totheir exceeding loſſe 
heretofore. 
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Of Cuſtemes, Subſidies, and Impoſitions paged .. 
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Diet 


Accizes, Impoſts and other duties, by the ex- 
emplaric ations of Princes and Common- 
weales, are due by the Law of Nations , as a 
matter inherent to their Prerogatiues, becauſe 
they are abſolute Commanders in their Har- 
bours, Hauens and Ports , where commodities 


adde the ſame with the charges vpon commodities, to the price 
whereat the ſaid commodities were bought, as well in his natiue 
countrie, as in other countries where hee doth trafficke and trade. 

In Ruſſia, Denmarke and Sweathen, the Cuſtome and Ordinances 
is; if a Merchant doe not declareall his commodities, which he im- 
porteth or exporteth,but concealeth ſome part of them;all rhe com- 
modities of that kind, are forfeited to the Prince, and hee ſhall find 
but ſmall fauour to redceme them, 

In Spaine,and other Dominions of the King of Spaine, the com 
modities concealed, are onely forfeited, vnlefſe they bee prohibited 
and vnlawfull goods, | 

In England, Scotland, andireland is the like, and onely the goods 
concealed are forfcited,and may be had againe ypon reaſonable com- 
poſition; forthe Statute Law giueth authoritie ro the Officer who 
maketh the ſeizure, that vpon licence ſued forth to compound, hee 
may doe it ſately for his part , which is the one moitie z and for the 
other moity whichis the Kings, Merchants are graciouſly dealt wich- 
all, by the Iudges or Barons of the Kings Exchequer,or others there- 


unto authoriſed : Inſomuch that it hath happened thac ſome Mer- 
b $S chants 
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chants relying vpon this fauourable dealing,haue aduentured toex- 
oſe their commodities vnto the forfeiture thereof, being commo- 
dities which pay much Cuſtome and Impoſition : as Cambrickes, 
Lawnes, Tabacco, Cutcheneale, Venice gold Threed, and other 
things, becauſe they were ( in a manner) aſſured to make compoſi. 
tion vnder the ſurame which they were to pay for Cuſtome and Im- 
poſition. | 
In France and Germany is the like for concealed commodities, 
whichare not declared in the Cuſtome-houſe, and Iewels, and pre- 
cious Stones, and Pearles are freed of Cuſtome. And ſo was it in 
England, vntill of late yeares , ſince the Cuſtomes were taken to 
farme, and yet they pay but three pro cenz. of the value of their ap- 
praiſement , to bce rated by the Officers of the Cuſtome-houſeat 
London. But if any Merchant or Ieweller- bring ouer any Iewells 
or precious Stones and Pearles , he is to declare them tothe Officers 
or Waiters ofthe place where hee landeth, otherwiſe they will bee 
ſeized ( by water or land )as forfeited to the King ; wherein more 


- -* ſtrit dealing hath beene vſed of late, fincethe King hath letren to 


farme his moitie of the Seizures . Sothat firſt of all the Cuſtomeof 
concealedgoods muſt be payed , before any compoſition bee made, 
next the compoſition being made, then may the Informer bee a- 
greed withall. And no commodities can bee deliuered vpon ſe- 
curitic to the owner , as formerly by the Law was accuſtomed 
to be done, but they muſt remaine in ſome ſufficient cuſtodie vn- 
till the matter bee tried by Law , or compounded by agreement. 


 Butprohibirted commodities (as Allome and other things ) by Let- 


ters Patents and Proclamation, the poſſeſſion may be had, vpon ſe- 
curitie to bee giuen to anſwere the value thereof, according to the 
appraiſement made of them . And theſe commodities ( it the Ma- 
ſter of the ſhip doenot declare them, vpon his entrie madein the Cu- 
ſtome-houſe, vpon his oath) are alſo ſubic&ro the forfeiture, al- 
though they come conſigned vnto a Merchant or Factor vnawares, 
by another Merchant that knew not that ſuch commodities were 
prohibited to bee imported . The like is it for a Merchant ſhipping 
out vnlawfull wares : but heerein hee may haue intelligence by the 
Cuſtomer, beforc hee doe lay them vpon the water to bee ſhipped. 
Againe, if a Merchant carrie money by water downe to Graueſend, 
with an intention to beſtow the ſame in Bayes at Sandwich, or in 


. other commodities at Canturburie : hee is firſt to declare the ſame in 


the Searchers Office, orelſe the money is loſt,and three times the va- 
lue, ypon information. For nomoney of Gold or Siluer,orany forrein 
Coyne or Plate brought into the Kingdome, can be tranſported;only 
tor Paſfengers expences, ſome foure or five pounds may be carried 
out. But for commodities brought in, which haue payed Cuſtome, 


the ſame may bee ſhipped our againe by Cocker, without paying 


any more Cuſtomeand Impoſition ; ſoit bee done vpon good Cer- 
uticate , that it is the ſame commoditie , and that the propertic 


thereof 


0 


— — , —— - ——_  —_—_— 


Lex Mercatoria. 


195 


— — ——__ 
— — 


thereof is notaltered ; and this muſt be done within fixe moneths af- 
ter their importation. 

All Merchants ſhips bring laden, haue alwaties (time out of mind) 
beene permitted tobreake bulke below, or at Tilburie-Hope, and to 
pay no Cuſtome, bur for the goods they brought 'P, or landed in 
England, and not for the goods which they did tranſport in the ſaid 
ſhip, or inany other veſſell or ſhip : which priuiledge and certaine- 
tic of Merchants Cuſtome ought to be ſeriouſly obſerued, better 
than it hath beene of late. Andof rhis and other obſeruations Mer- 
chants and Factors are to ginenoticero their friends and Maſters, to 
the end they donot incur any danger,which (to auoid-in ſome ſort) 
is effeed by entring the goods vpon ſight of the Cuſtomers view,by 
opening of them, 

In Barbarie and other places, where the Cuſtomes are paied in 
kind or Species, if any part bee'concealed and not entered, that 
onely will be forfeited ; and yet the loſſes greater, becauſe they 
will make choice of the beſt : as for example, Suppoſe a Mer- 
chant doth enter diuersſorrs of Linnen-cloth,and concealeth ſome 
pieces, the Officers will take both the tenth piecefor the Cuſtome, 
and all the concealed picccs of the beſt and fineſt ſorts, to your cx- 
cceding great loſle. | 

In the Low-countries and Germanie, as alſo in moſt places of 
Italicand Turkie, you ſhall onely forfeit the goods concealed, and 
bee permitted to compound for them as you can agree, wherein 
the circumſtances in ſome places will be conlidered,and the manner 
how theerror grew,or whether it were done witha ſet purpoſe. 

There arealſo in diuerſe places allowances made (-as in England) 


Permitted to 
breake bulke 
at Tilburie- 


hope. 


Toenter 
goods ypon 
ſight, 


Allowances 


vpon Wines in regarde of lecage of tenneor fifreene vpon the hun- made vpon 


uſtomes and 


dreth, or elſe all the Buts and Pipes are to be filled vp, and ſo to Jupofnucns. 


pay accordingly , wherein the time of the voyage, foule weather, 
and other accidents are to be conſidered, to make your compoſition 
thereafter. 


Vpon Clothes to be ſhipped out, there is allowance made of Allowancevp- 
the tenth Cloth for a wrapper , which payeth no Cuſtome : and 9 Eloikes. 


ſo of all other woollen Commodities, which pay after the rate; 
as three Northeren Kerfies for a Cloth, foure Deuonſhire Ker- 
fies, two ſingle Dozens, one double Dozen, ſix Cardinals, Pin- 
whites, Statutes, Stockbridges , Straites, and Tauiſtockes, foure 
Corniſh Dozens, Pennyſtones vnfriezed , Ifland Dozens, and 
Northeren Plaines for one Cloth, two Bridgewaters, Cornith 
and Denonſhire double Dozens, Florentines, Northren Dozens 
ſingle, and pennyſtones for a Cloth, to be vnderſtood for a ſhort 
Cloth coloured or white of twentie and foure yards long, waigh- 
Ing 60 ® yntill 64 ®, whereof Engliſh Cuſtome was a Noble, 
and the Merchant Straunger thirteene ſhillings and foure pence, 
whereunto isadded the auncient Cuſtome heretofore paied by the 
Merchants of the Steele-yard or Haunce-townes being 1 4 pence,ſo 
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The pretermit- 
ted Cuitame 
of Cloth, 


Allowance for 
Tarra or Cask. 


Cuftome. 


Sublidie, 


Impoſitios. 


Impoſt. 


Alcaual/ai 


together 14 6d a Cloth, beſides the ouerlength of 3 d - the 

ard; which is of late compriſed in the new Impoſition of the 
pretermitted Cuſtome for waighing of Clothes, at two pence the 
pound, ſothat a ſhort Cloth paicd in times paſta noble, and now 
tenne ſhillings , beſides the ouer-lcngth, according to the weight, 
after the ſaid rate of two pence for the pound : all which the Mer- 
chant ſtranger payeth double. 

Alſo whereas of late yearcs, ſince the Cuſtomes were letten to 
farme, all Commodities, as Sugars, Spices, Raiſons of the ſunne, 
and others arc weighed, and thereupon the Tarra for the Caske 
or Cheft is to bee allowed,and ſo the Cuſtome is payed. There 
ought good allowance to be made for the ſaid Tarra, becauſe ma- 
ny commodities being vnladed, and hauing taken the moiſture of 
the ſeas, increaſeth the weight of their Caske ; ſothat Merchants 
pay many times Cuſtome for that which they haue not, by the 
ſri dealing of Officers contrarie to equitic and juſtice, if they 
doenot warily looke to their affaires, wherein the Officers may 
alſo be excuſed, 

Now to conclude touching Cuſtomes, we muſt conſider what 
they may amount vnto vpon the hundreth : according to which, 
Merchants are to caſt vp their accounts for benefit and lofſe, as 
aforeſaid, 

The Cuſtome in England (called ParvaCyſuma) was three pence 
vpon euerie pound, that the commodities areratcd in the Cuſtome 
Booke,which is paid by Merchants ſtrangers,nowaltered paying 6d. 

The Subſidie or _ is payed by all Merchants of what na- 
tion ſocuer,which is 12 d vponall commodities brought in. And 
for Cloth exported 6 & 8d for Engliſh Merchants, and Merchants 
ſtrangers double. : 

The new Impoſition eſtabliſhed in the yeare 1608 is alſo 12 d- 
vpon all commodities imported, and ypon ſome commodities ex- 
portedis limited ; ſo that Cuſtome and Subſidie in England is 1 2 + 
ypon the 1 00 for Merchants ſtrangers: beſides butleridge or ſcauage, 
almoſt one pro cent. more for goods inward ; and for Engliſh Mer- 
chants isten vpon the hundreth. 

The Impoſt of Wines is limited vpon the Butt,Pipe,or Hogſhed, 
as by the Booke of rates, with the Compoſition money, and other 
dueties, 

In Spaine and Portugall they take after diuers rates for commo- 
dities, ſome -; or — and twentie fiue vpon the hundreth,eſteemed 
to be one with another wn quiatoor - part, or 20 pro cent. with the 
Alcaualla, taken for Brokeridge toſell them. In Barbarie ſcuenpro 
cent.aboord. | 

The Turketaketh - part, as the Agyptians. The Venetians take 
3» 5,7,and 10 vpon the hundreth with great aduiſement, and vpon 
the Manufactures of other nations 14, 1 5,and more. And the like is 
done in France to aduance the handic crafts man. : 

| Tac 
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The Great Impolts demanded in the yere 1604 by Philipthe third 
King of Spaine(of 30 vpon the x 00)of French, Engliſh,and Flanders — 
commodities,was ſooneaboliſhed,when the French king Henry the 4. 
did the like ; for one extreame enforcing another is of ſmall con- 


tinuance. 
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Of Merchants Wagers,Stipulations.,or Conuentions. 


d I5L, Oras muchas divers Ciuilians haue intreated of 
Ye this argument of Merchanrs Wagers, and made 
ſome Treatiſes de Sponſionibus, whereynder mat- 
ter of Aſſurances is compriſed : it may not be 
thoughr'impertinent to bandlethis ſubic& brief- 
ly and diuidedly from Merchants Afſurances,al- 
AS readie declared in his proper place. 
The ſaid Ciuilians do diſtinguiſh theſe Wagers or Sponſiones to be 


threefold. 
1 Where a Wager is laied witha pawne in the hands of athird 


perſon. WR 
2 Where (by way of Stipulation) ſome thing is giuen ypon a 


Wager. 

Ry Wherea thing deliuered or by a couenant made with another 
perſon, the ſame is promiſed to be reſtored,and double,treble,and ten 
times the value thereof vnto the partie with whom rhe Wager is 
made, if the matter in queſtion or doubr do not take effet ; whereof 
many examples may be giuen and declared,namely, 

The Great Wager betweene Cleopatra Q1ieene of Agypt , and Framplesef 
Marc 4nthonie , for the great expences of a ſupper, by diſſoluing the '! 8% 
| Paragon Pearle,and drinking the ſame, as Plinie reporteth,when Z«- 
cins Plancus was made judge of that Wager,and pronounced that Anx- 
thonie had loſt. | 

Thar of Cecinna, whereof Cicero maketh mention for the recouerie 
of his grounds taken trom him in hoftile maner by Exbuſins, and re- 
ſtored againe. | 

Thar ſuch a Cardinall ſhall beelected to be Pope, That ſuch a King 
is dead,ind ſucha rown is taken : in all which,the Wager is made by 
Pawne, Stipulation,or Conuention,as aforeſaid ; and hereof are innu- 
merable examples. 


Hereupon they conclude, That all Wagers laid muſt be for honeſt 
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Cuſtome the 
beſt interpre+ 


rer of Law. 


Lawfull Wa- 
gersand Vn- 
lawtull. 


Ambiguitie, or 
Equiuocation 
in Wagers, 


cauſes,and as it were ſtriujrg for vertuous actions ; and that theſe by 
the law are to bee maintained in the performance of the Wager, 
wherein cuſtome is the beſt interpreter, euen in the point of law, 
which is conſiderable in all caſes by the long obſeruation of them. 

A Wager being laid,that the Pope of Rome, or the Emperor, or , 
any other great perſonage ſhall die within the yeare,is good in law : 
but tolay Wagers, as deſirous or wiſhing ſome vnexpected euill or 
aduerſe fortune vnto an honeſt man, or although it were to an ene- 
mie, isneither ciuilenor naturall in the vnderſtanding of well diſ- 
poſed men. 

A Wager laied vpon the death of a priuate perſon, is diſallowed, 


- butnor for the contraQting of any ſuppoſed or expected marriage, 


which is lawfull, 

All Wagers laied in lawfull games are allowable, but in prohibi- 
ted games cannot be recouered by the Ciuile law. So Wagers made 
by lookers on vpon other mens games are diſallowed , which is 
the cauſe that Stipulations arc made, putting the pawne or money 
downe,which is called, to ſtake downe : and if it be vpon an vnlaw- 
fullgame, then the lookers on are ſubie& ro puniſhment, as well as 
the gameſters. 

A Wager laid who ſhall eate or drinke moſt, is vnlawfull. 

If a Gameſter ora Merchane playing, receiue twentic and promiſe 
to giue fiftic for it thenextday playing,the Conuention is good, 

A Merchant laying a Wager togiue tenne forone if ſuch a ſhip ar- 
riue within a limited time, within ſuch a Port or Hauen, is good 
1m law. 

A Wager is laied vpon thearriuall of a ſhip in the port of Lix- 
borne, and a certaine ſumme of money promiſed thereupon : it fal- 


lerth our, that the ſaid ſhip isa Galeon , ſo deniall is made to pay the 


money. The Law did determine the money ſhould be paied,becauſe 
the word Ship is a generall name, although it be called by diuers 
names, Asa Notarie is calleda Tabellion, Scriuenor, or a publike 
ſeruant. | | 

A Wager vpona ſonne or a daughter to be borne, is good in law ; 
and if it bea Hermophrodire of both ſexes, then indgement is giuen 
according as the naturall inclination ſhal be found to be more maſcu- 
line or feminine. 

And in all Wagers wherein ambiguitie or equiuocation doth hap- 
pen,there muſt be a naturall moderation in the conſtruction of them, 
for an euill cuſtome loſerh her name, and becommeth vſurpation,as 
is before declared. 

If any man by the inducement or fraud of athird perſon lay a Wa- 
gerthat ſuch a woman ſhall be delivered of a ſonne, when ſhe was al- 
readie delinered, the Wager is not to be allowed, and if the Mid- 
wiwes are partakers herein,they are tobe puniſhed,and incur Crimes 
Stellionatus, 


If onelaya Wager torunwith another,and afterwards doth refuſe 
ro 
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torunne, hee may be compelled thereunto, or theſtakeis loſt, for hee 
committethno deceit , which preuenterth a fraud. The captation or 
aduantage taken vpon words oughttherefore robeexcluded,and wa- 

ersare to be made in plaine termes,and tobe conſtrued accordingly, 
Fallere fallentem, nou eſt frans. 

Wagers between Merchants are many times more done for ſport 
and recreation than for gaine : for ouer great wagers are againſt 
good manners, and may concerne a Merchant much inreputationand 
credit, more than the playing for great ſummes of money , which 
many times Merchants doe vie,with the obſeruation of a convenient 
time,and as the Prouerbe is, With good fortune, otherwiſe the end 
of it is dangerous ; for asnature produced all things in duetime, ſo is 
moderation required in all ations, 


A DIG 


CHAP, XXXVIII 
Of Merchants Markes ſet ropon Commodities. 


* He marking of Merchants commodities, cithet 
y packtvpin Bundels, Truſles, Caſes, Coffers or 
7D. Packes, is of great importance ; for not onely 
"Ja by the Cuſtome of Merchants, bur alſo by the 
ne a Ciuile Law,the propertic of the goods and mer- 
Ne) >> \ chandiſes is adiudged tg him , by whoſe marke 
LEA they are marked or fealed. It is dangerous 
therefore tovſe another mans marke, as many times Merchants doe 
intime of warre,when they lend their names and markes for the pre- 
ſeruation of their goods,betweene two or more contending Princes, 


both by Sea and Land. 
Every Merchant is to ſer downe his matke vpon his Bookes of Merchants 


account , wherewith his commodities are marked. And in like joy eee 
manner, If a Company or Societie of Merchants doe agree ypon a bookes of 
marke, the ſame is to bee ſet vpon the Bookes of that Societie: 4% 
and if that Company doe diffolue, the ſaid marke may remaine 

with the moſt ancient of that partnerſhip,by the Cuſtome of Mer- 

chants; whereof the Ciuile Law and the Law of Admiraltie ta- 

keth notice in their judicature, and eſpecially the Merchants Courts 

of Conſulate. Andif the marke of one of the partenerſhip bee vſed 

forall, the ſame vpon diſſolution of thar partenerſhip is rorcturne 


to the ſaid partic, and no man is to vic another Merchants marke, 
withour 
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Danger to vic 
another mans 
marke, &c. 


without eſpeciall leaue had and obtained of the partie whoſe marke 
ir is . For cuen as Merchants doe faile betweene the two dangerous 


rockes of Scylla and Charibdis in their courſe of rrafhicke, when 


Princes are at variance : So is the danger to vie another Merchants 
marke withour leaue ; becauſe the partic owner of the ſaid marke is 
to defend the ſaid goods, if they bce taken , or to countenance 
the perſuers of the ſute in Law for them, as farre as they in reaſon 
may require, otherwiſe the ſaid goods may bee loſt as ſoone as ta- 
ken. For as Ships are knowne by their Flags, and ſo taken to bee ar 
the Seas ; ſo are Merchants goods marked with another mans 
marke, to bee that mans goods, although it were nor, and will bee 
ſoadiudgedin the Courts of any Admirall of the Seas ; experience 
hath prooued the ſame by two notable examples, worthy the ob- 
ſeruation. 

In the yeare 1586 or thereabouts, Robert Lord Dudley Earleof 
Leiceſter was an Aduenturer for Barbary,where hee ſent fome com- 


 modities by way of commerce, vnto a certaine Factor ( that did 


The Beare 
and Ragged 
& 


The Venctian 
Flag. 


deale for diners other Merchants) there to be ſold for his account, 
and to make returne vnto him of the proucnue thereof in Sugar and 
other commodities . The Factor hauing ſold ſome of the ſaid goods 
( conſidering the number of men of warre, which were then ar the 
Seas, and the greatneſfle of the ſaid Earle ) thought good , thar all 
the Cheſts of Sugar and other commodities which he ſent home to 
all his Maſters in a certaine ſhip, ſhould bee marked with the Earle of 
Leiceſters marke; albeit the leaſt part did appertaine vnto him, the 
rather for that the moſt part of !his goods were yet vnſold in Barba- 
rie. The ſhiparriuing within the Riuer of Thamcs , no ſooner were 
the Letters deliuered, but the Earle laid claime to all the ſaid goods, 
pretending the ſame to be his becauſe of his marke : hereupon the 
Ciuilians wereof his ſide for the point of Law, and the Merchants 
were compelled to make their beſt compoſitions with him, as they 
could agree ; and the Earle loſt nothing thereby howſocuer they 
ſped. 

; In the yeare 1 597 one John de Baſſadonna, the ſonne of one of the 
Magnificoes of Venice, then reſident in London, had a cerrtaine ſhip 
which was fraighted for Lixborne, and fo to goe for Venice, accor- 
ding as the Maſter thereof was bound by a Charterpartic of fraight- 
ment, and in both places to take in all ſuch commodities and mer- 
chandiſes as the Merchant ſhould lade or cauſe the ſaid ſhip to be la- 
den withal,and to be diſcharged at Venice with the vſuall conditions 
of Sea-lawes . This ſhip bearing the Venetian Flag of the Lyon of 
S.Marke,was well recciued and welcome at Lixborn, and euery man 
was willing to lade therein his goods for Venice: neuertheleſſe ſome 
Portugalls conſidering the dangerous times of warre, did borrow the 
name of Italians and theirmarkes alſo, and cauſed their goods to bee 
laden as appertaining to the ſaid Italians, and made the Bills of la- 
ding and their Letters accordingly ; other Portugals were nor fo = 

uident 
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uident, but did lade their goods in their owne names : whereupon 
the Maſter of the ſhip (being ſure of the one, and ſuſpicious of the 
other ) reſolued to come ( with all the ſaid goods ) firſt for England, 
torake aduice whether this werea lawfull prize or not, and being ar- 
rived at Plimmouth ; ſent vp to know the Lords of the Councell 
their pleaſure . So the matter came in queſtion with the ſaid Baſſa- 
donna, and was referred tothe Tudge of the Admiraltie, and diuers 
Ciuilians, where the matter of the Flag was much reſpeRted in re- 

ard of the Seignorie of Venice, as matter of State, and the princi- 

all goods laden and marked inthe name of Italians, were adiudged 


clecre by the Law. But the other goods laden and marked with 


their owne markes, were taken for good prize . Sothat it behooueth 
all Merchants to be carefull what marke they vie,&c. 
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Cray, XXXIX. 


Of the Buying and Selling of Commodities by Brokers, 
and by the Candle. 


#\T is anold Prouerbe, and very true, that betweene 
Ele What will you buy ? and what will you ſell ? there is 
4 twentic in the hundreth differing in the price:which 
is the cauſe that all Nations doe more affect to ſell 
their commodities with reputation by meanes of 
Brokers, than we doe ; for that which ſecmeth tobe 
gotten thereby, is more thandouble loſt another way . Beſides, that 
by that courſe many differences are preuented, which might ariſe 
þetweene man and man, in their Bargaines or Verball contrats-: for 
the teſtimony of a ſworne Broker and his booke together, is ſuffici- 
ent to end the ſame. And moreouer it is many times a cauſe that 
Factors and Seruants deale more faithfully for their Maſters ih buy - 
ing or ſelling of all commodities, or in monyes by exchange , know- 
ing their evidence is extant againſt them. Therefore no Broker 
ſhould be admitted vnlefſe hee were ſworne, and vpon Affidawut or 
Certificate made by ſome principall Merchants , of his ſufficiencie 
and behaviour, and to put ſureties for his true and good demeanour 
amongſt Merchants,according to the Cuſtome of London. For albe- 
it that the common ſaying is, That 4 craftie Merchant needeth no Broker : 


yet it may much concerne the Common-wealth, when too much 
hunting 
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hunting after forraine commodities may increaſe theprice of them, 


Bills of Entries and offering our home commodities to ſale, may bee an occaſion of 
Cs ynderſelling them to the generall loſſe comparatiuely conſidered, 


wherein ( I thinke ) the Billes of Entries made ſogenerally common, 
by the copies deliuered toſhopkeepers and others,are to be regarded, 
Forno ſooner are the goods entred in the Cuſtome-bookes , but the 
copie of it is deliuered abroad for eucrie man to runne vpon them. 

The Venetians therefore haue an Office, called Meſ/acaria, conſi- 
ſting only of Brokers,which deale betweene man and man aduiſedly, 
and in Spaine they are of ſuch eſtimation , that they ride on horſe- 
backe vpon their foot-clothes, and haning the Inuoyces of Mer- 
chants goods,they will deale for great matters at a time, againſt the 
lading of the Fleet for Noua Eſpagna and the Iflands of the Welſt- 
Indies, to be payed partly readie money, and partly at the returne of 
the ſaid Flect ; and then afterwardes let you vnderſtand their Mer- 
chant:and many times they are of that meanes and credit, that for a 
ſnallmatter they will be bound to'make the debts good, it the Mer- 
chant ſhould faile, whereupon ( as the Cuſtome is to haue one vpon 
thehundreth ) they will condition but double Brocadge, or leſle, 
Our Brokers of London take but two pence vpon the pound{which is 
leſſe then one p cent.)for the fale of commodities, and to hinder one 
another they will take lefſe ; which amongſt Merchants beyond 
the Seas, is taken to be adiſorder, for they are inclined to make the 
Brokers good gainers . The like is done in the Faires of Frankford, 
where many Brokers doe reſort twice inthe yeare, and they keepe 
account of all the bargaines that they make betwene the forraine 
Merchants, that come thither to make their payments moſt by reſ- 
counter and affignation, after the manner of Bankers: For the com- 
modities ſold in one Mart, are commonly payable the next Mart, 
being betweene fiueand fixe moneths time one after another,where- 
in theſe Brokers are very neceſſaric members and inſtruments alſoto 
transferre Merchants Bills Obligatorie for other commodities, or 
to make payments thereby . The duties of the Alcaualla in Spaine, 
are taken vpon that conſideration. 

The ſelling of commodities by the Candle, is an ancient Cuſtome 
beyond the Seas, only for ſuch goods, rents vpon houſes or lands, or 
the houſes alſo whichrequire a ſuddaine ſale, after they hane beene 
one yeareand one day denounced by publication that they are to bee 
ſold ; tothe end thar if any man will lay any claime thereunto, they 
may come in within that time . And theſe fales are made ypon Fri- 
dayes in accuſtomed places by publike authoritie,for the better war- 
rant of the Buyer, the manner of it is thus : There is a waxen Can- 
dle or a piece of it, ſet vp lighted in ſome place cafieto be ſeene, and 
the ſtanders by are required to make an offer for ſuch goods, or ſuch 
a houſe ; which being made, another will offer more,as they doe in 
outcryes, hauing nill a regard tothe burning Candle : declaration is 
made how the payment muſt bee, ſo that hee who maketh m_ 
offer, 
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offer (vpon the going out of the Candle) hath the bargaine. Tf it 
doc fall our, that there is confuſion of yoyces of rhe offers made, 
whereby it cannot bee diſcerned who made the laſt offer, and the 
ſtandersby do differ in their iudgement of it, then the Candle is ſet 
vpagaine by thoſe thatare inauthoritic, and in like manner it is de- 
termined accordingly. 

The Merchants of the Eaſt-India companie do imitate the ſame, 
and after publike notice giuen in writing vpon the Royall Exchange 
in London, That ſuch a day, ſuch and ſizch commoditics will beſold 
at ſuch aplace , Merchants and others(knowing the great parcels of 
Pepper, Indico, and other commodities of Silkes, Calicoes, and 
fuch like) will ioyne together to buy the ſame in ſeuerall companies, 
and ſo buy the ſame by the Candle, as aforeſaid, although it were a 
parcell of one hundreth thouſand pounds . The time for the pay- 
ments 15 fouretimes {fix moneths, which is fifteene moneths in one 
payment,according to which (if you will pay all or part of it in rea- 
die moncy by way of Anticipation) you ſhall haue vſe allowed you 
accordingly,after the rate of ten vpon thehundreth. Bur their good 
orders requirea more larger declaration. ( 


Of buying of commodities by Condition,termed Capiticus, 
. and of ſelling things open Caſualties. 


&£- He buying of commodities vpon Condition is 
FEY termed by the Ciuilians Capiticus, 4 capiends, ci- 

Ze ther to refuſe or take vpon a penaltie, or ſome- 
> times ypon a caſuall Condition. Which bargains 
Ra arc much vſed in the Low-countries, as alſo in 
<> ) France,eſpecially at Roan and Calice, where my 
— CE £ ſelfe haue made money of Corneand Salt : and 
this bargaining is moſt proper for ſuch and the like commodities, 
the price whereof doth quickly riſe or fall, and are alſocommodi- 
ous whena mans money isnot ſoreadie, to buy much, and ro make 
agreat imployment with little money,which happeneth vpon ſome 
ſoden aduice many times vnexpedted, whereupon men are veric 
hot either to buy or ſell : which is much vſed in Flanders in buying 


of Herrings before they be catched,by (ſtelle gels) as they call it, that 
is 
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is by a ſumme of money agreed vpon tobe paied, if the partie doe 
repent himſelfe of the bargaine,wherein he taketh a time of one mo- 
neth or two to be aduiſed according tothe occaſions and probabili. 
ties of the ſucceſle. 

Todisburſe or offer fiftie pounds vpon fiftic Laſt of Herrings with 
ſix weekes reſpit vpon the condition after twentie pound were equal 
nineteene and twentic one, and withour reſpir of rime preſently to 
fay to be deliuered atthree moneths, the fitr:e Laſt at twenty pound 
amounteth to x000 #®, 'you aduance the intereſt, warehovſe-hire, 
charges, lackage, beſides the commoditie that you haue bought with 
the moneva bargaine of fiftic Laſt, when it would pay but 2 + Laſt, 
ypon condition to take or leaue. 

One hundreth pounds deliuered out to pay the firſt yeare one 
pound, the ſecond yeare two pounds, increaſing euerie yeare one 
pound,amountethin fifteene yearesto I 28 pounds, in twentie yeares 
210 ®, tothe 20 adde one, multiplie with + of 1 to 20 1s 10, and 
ſoof all otherqugmenting, be it of x, 2,6, 8, &c. 

The Conditions are diuers : The certainetie of the money which 
you dg aduenture to loſſe, being well conſidered of, may turne you 
eo gain, eſpecially in places bordering vpon the ſeas or riucrs,to ſerue 
the In-land people, as Calice, Dunkerke, for Flanders, Henault, Ar- 
thois, andother prouinces. The like might be praQiſed in many coaſt 
townes of England. But ſtrangers are more addited to make caſuall 
bargaines for buying of commodities. 

For ſelling of commodities vpon caſualties, therein are we more 
frequent, eſpecially of things not vendible at all times, to ſell rhem 
payable vpon the retutne of ſucha voyage from Venice, Turkie, or 

Other places, orypon the deceaſe of ſuch a man or woman,or at 

a marriageday, or the firſt, ſecond, or third child, either 
male or female.In all which ſellings , money and 
wares may be ioyned together. But in delivering 
money with wares at intereſt,the contra? 
is viurious by the law. 


* * 
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CHare, XLI. 


Of diniding of Commodities by Lots. 


= Ll extreames being vicious, hath giuen me cauſe 
7 to write this exorbitant chapter,concerning the 
- diviſion by Lots, becauſe there are met in this 
E. age ſopreciſe (by ſome called Puritanes) that 
they can be well contented to buy a cotamodi- 
tie in companie with their neighbours, when 
$ their owne meanes and ctedit cannot compaſſe 
the ſame ; butafterwards to diuide thoſe goods(by the Lot) between 
them, they are verie ſcrupulous, and hold it a prophane action, and 
they are (as they ſay) bound vnto it of neceſſitie, or elſe to rake that 
which their partners do giue viito them, and ſolet thern caſt the Lot 
atnongſt them, arid what remainerh vpon equall diuifion , they will 
rather accept of, than that any Lot ſhould be caſt for them : yet they 
will more fauour the Lot thanthe caſting of the dice, or the miea- 
ſuring by ſtrawes . To theſe weake ſtomakes thus troubled with 
a Nauſea, I would notminiſter ary Cordials, EleQuaries, or Poti- 
ons to rid them of that diſtemperate humour , but a plaine vomit is 
fitteſt, the Moone being in ,4#ies or Capricorne, which muſt be thus 
repared. 
, As in Gods Church there neuer wanted true religion reuealed 
from God himſelfe,ſo atnongſt heathen,and all nations, thete neuer 
wanted meanes to acknowledgea ſoueraignepower; which cauſed 
them to deuiſe a certaine ſhadow of religion, by worſhipping their 
imagitarie gods with a kind of diuine ſeruice : the contemplation 
andvſe whereof, they did cſteeme tobe thehigheſt degree of felici- 
tie, or ſurmimum bonum,in ſo much that(cuen in their bliridnefſe) they 
didattribute the ſucceſſe of all things to proceed from aboue, viing 
(for to attaine to the knowledge of the divitie pleaſure)ditters ttieans 
of Diuinations, Imprecations, Oracles,and caſtitig of Lors, becauſe 
they wanted the illumination of the moſt glorious and tranſparent 
Surine of the word of God , whereby we ate taught to obey the 
knowne will of God,and to reueregce (with admiration) his ſecrer 
will notdeclated voto vs. 
Diuinations and imprecations being not accompanied with _ 
c 
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 bleand ſenſible pparitions,cauſ edall Oracles to be in greater yene- 


ration : as that of Dedona, where Jupiter anſwered, ſtriking the Ca]- 
drons with a filuer wand : That of Jupiter Hammoz in the confines of 
AZgyprt: That of Delphos, where an old woman anſwered in Greeke 
verſe : That of Zatona,and that of Motenzama in America,and others, 
All which ceaſed, when and where the Sunne beames of the word 
of God did diſperce the miſtie clouds of darknefle , and then all 
was abrogated, and onely the caſting and drawing of Lots did re. 
maine as a cuſtome of great antiquitic amongſt all nations, recorded 
not onely by prophane Hiſtoriographers,butalſo by diuine Prophets 
and Euangeliſts. To which purpoſe we may obſcruc two eſpecial ex- 
amples in the holic Scripture. 

The firſt is of 19744 the Prophet, who flying from the preſence of 
God ina Ship failing for Tarſis,was expoſed toa verie great tempeſt 
at the ſeas, endangering the ſhipand mariners to be caſt away at cue- 
rie moment ; when itpleaſed God to manifeſt by the Lot drawne, or 
caſt by the Maſter and Mariners, That 19x.z5 was the cauſe of the ſaid 
tempeſt. 

The ſecond is of the Lot caſt by the Souldiers, vpon the garment 
or coat of our Sauiour Chriſt , according to the Propheſic of Dauid: 
allotting the ſame to ſome particular perſon, ples 7 to his good 
will andpleaſure. | 1 

Butleaſt theſe men ſhould obieR, That the aforeſaid examples are 
ations of the Heathens, and but mentioned in the holy Scripture; 
we pray them toremember, That the children of Iſracl had no other 
meanespropounded vnto them, to obtaine vitorie againſt their ene- 
mies, by removing the offence of the interdit or forbidden goods , 
but the vſe of caſting the Lot,which fell vpon Achan, who had hid 
ſome of the forbidden goods, which were to be burned according to 
the commandement of God, who was pleaſed that 7oſua ſhould Fnd 
out the man by Lot, and not by Reuelation. j 

The Apoſtles hauing appointed Barſabas and Matthias, and prayed 
the Lord to ſhew them, Whether of the two ſhould ſucceed in the 
Miniſterie of the Apoſtleſhip, from which 1uda by tranſgreſſion fell, 
oaueforth their Lots (as the Scripture ſaith ) and the Lot fell ypon 
Matthias. 4 | EEE 

What ſhall wee ſay of the Diuiſion and Partition of Lands and 
Goods, when the land of Canaan by Lot was diuided amongſt the 


Iſraelites? And the like vſe remaineth yntill this day amongſt divers 


nations . The ſaying of the Wiſe-man being true,, That the Lot 
is caſt ; but the ſucceſle thereof is according to the prouidence 


of God : which cauſed him to ſpeake ſo often of .Lots in his Pro- 
uerbes, | 

| The Grecians did make eleQion of their officers by the drawing 
of Lots,which they calledOſtraciſme,according to whichthe Vene- 
tians intheir rare gouernment of Ar: ſtocracie, doar this day vie the 


like by their Ballotting ;andſodo the Ruſſhansin their Og" 
; 0 
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of Monarchic : So to conclude, all Nations doe continue the vſe 

of Drawing or Caſting of Lots in all occaftons . Wherefore,I hope, 
theſe preciſe men will bee hereafter more reſolute toaccept of their/ 
part ( of Indico in Barrels, Sugar in Cheſts, and Pepper in Bags, # 
marked and numbred according to the goodnes ) by the Lot drawne 

or caſt, and expe&t Gods bleſſings, according to the ſaying of the 
Wiſe-man, as aforeſaid. 

Foraſmuch as in Italy and Germany , divers commodities and 
manufacures are diſperſed,diftributed, andin a maner vented, by the 
meanes of Lottaries which are continually extant, in publike markets 
and other places ; I cannot omit to ſpeake hereof, as a matter apper- 
taining to Merchants. 

There arc two manner of Lotaties, namely ,-Standing Lotaries, 
and Running Lotaries; the firſt limitted for a continuance of time 
to bee drawneat the end thereof, without intermiſſion by day and 
night ; the latter ro bee drawne daily and at all conuenient houres, 
when the parties will put in their money , and haue the Lot drawne 
inſtantly . To which end in many places of Germany,therearepub- 
like Shops and Stales, where diuers ſorts of manufactures are expo- 
ſed ro be ſold, and to cucry Lotthere is a Prize appointed toanſwere 
the ſaid Lot,whereby aman hath alwayes ſome thing for his money, 
and many times a Prize of good value . Being therein like vnro the 
Tree of Fortune, which is painted with blind Fortune fitting inthe TheTree of 
middle part of the Tree, and all manner of men, women, and chil- *9*unc: 
dren, ſtanding or lying ouer the ſaid Tree, doe receiue ſomewhat fal- 
ling from it ; to the one a purſe full of money , to the other a halter, 
to the one a golden chaine,and to the other a cutting knite : and tobe 
briefe,to ſome good, and to ſome other cuill things , as is ſeene in all 
worldly affaires. 

Standing Lotaries,are ſtately and magnificent,conſiſting of Siluer, 
Plate, Chaines of Gold, Iewells, Cabinets, Hangings, Pictures, and 
other precious and curious things, fir for honourable perſons, and 
others of qualitic . Albeitall men are admitted to aduenture there- 
in, which is the cauſe the Lots are commonly made of twelue pence 
or two ſhillings,the number whereof maketha compleat Lotarie, fit 
to be drawne when the ſame is full, which muſt bee done by gathe- 
ring in the money in continuance of a certaine time limitted , as 

aforeſaid. 

The Running Lotaries are of Plate, Chaines of Gold, and other 
things, whereof the price is (ina manner) certaine , as alſo of mo- 
neys:and for that they are inſtantly drawne,and men willing to know 
their preſent fortune ( as they terme it,) eueric one is inclined, that 
the money which they draw, they will venture againe in hope of a 
better, whereby their Lotaries are ſooner filled . Both theſe ſorts of 
Lotaries haue a Table whercin the Prizes are declared, whichare 
valued by publike authoritie to preuent deceit and fraud , which in 


great Standing Lotaries is more likely to bee pratiſed. 
T 2 There 


Cauecat in 
Lotarics. 
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Thereis as many Bills made of rhe aduenturers, by their names or 
pocſies, as there are Blankes and Prizes to be drawne, anſwerable to 
the Tickets deliuered for the money to cuerie man that is an aduen- 
turer in the ſaid Lotaries : and all theſe Bills of names being exami. 
ned by the Magiſtrates or Commiſſioners, with the Bookes of Col. 
Ieion for the monyes, are put intoone great cloſe Basket, with a 
hole in the middle thereof for a manor a boy to put in his arme to 
draw them at the appointed time. Likewiſeall rhe Blankes and Pri. 
zes, with the like ſuruay of Sworne-men, are pur into the like cloſe 
Basket, after examination of the Prizes regiſtred in the ſaid Ta- 
ble, which being all of one faſhion and bigneſſe, are publikely vpon 
a Stage mixt, toſſed, and tumbled in certaines ſheets of Canuas , be- 
fore they be put in the ſaid Basketzand between the ſaid two Baskets 
ſitteththe Drawer, putting both his armes at one inſtant ſeuerally in 
cuery Basket, deliuering the Bills of the names or poeſies with the 
right hand, and the Blankesand Prizes with the left hand, to certaine 
Sworne-men, which doe read the contents thereof openly toall the 
ſtanders by , which Drawers or perſons do change for certain hours, 
(for they continue both night and day vntill all be drawne out, with- 
our ſtirring of the Baskets.) Otherſome doe herein obſerue cer- 
taine houres daily , and ypon cuerie diſcontinuance, they ſeale the 
ſaid Baskets vnder two or three Scales from time to time, procla- 
ming all Prizes by the ſound of the Trumpet , and ſtringing ſome 
blew papers in the Files made of the Blankes and names: and the Pri- 
zeseuerieday drawne,are the next day to bee ſcene in print,with the 
aſſiſtance of Officers appointed to ſee good orders obſerued in keep- 
ing the Peace, vpon all occaſions of fallings out , which might hap- 
pen amongſt the ynruly .multitude of mechanicall people. The 
Prizes are many to auoid diſcontent , which the reading of many 
names and anſweres in Blanke prouoketh. And commonly they do 
not exceed in number aboue thirtie or fortie for one , and ſo the leaſt 
prize being but tenne ſhillings, is proportionably three or foure to 
one invalue orin readie money . All the Prizes haue a priuie marke 
or number knowne onely to ſome few perſons, topreuent the coun- 
terfeiting of cuill diſpoſed perſons or officers, which are hereby eafi- 
ly diſcouered . Forall the cautions and preuentions of diſhoneſt and 
craftie dealings are more than neceſſarie in Lotaries, the rather of 
the common opinion of all men, which hold it impoſſible for Lota- 
ries tobe without fraud . And here I may not conceale a great fraud 
committed in Standing Lotaries, when not only the Prizes are ouer- 
valued, or changed ; butalſo when the parties of the Lotaries will ſet 
vpthe ſame to draw men to aduenture, and take that to their ad- 
uantage, filling vp the Lotaries themſelues, and enioying the moſt 
Prizes by the multitude of the Lots put in by them : whercin they 
are like tothe craftie common Out-cryer for goods ſold publikely in 
out=cries, by appropriating to himſelfe and his parteners ( which are 
onely knowne to him) all ſuch ood bargaines and penny-worths 

as 
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as he hath with them contriued to bring about, oras hehath vnder- 
taken to put to ſale for other men, vnder the colour of out-cryes, 
ſelling them (if he pleaſe) or keeping and retiring the goods into his 
owne hands, when hee cannot aduance them according to his will, 
wherein other menare ignorant . And this being a vendition , may 
not be omitted to bee noted in this Booke, concerning all manner of 
buyings and ſellings ; the rather, for thar the aduenturer in Lota- 
ries incurreth leſſe danger , than Merchants doe in the courſe of 
Trade, eſpecially in Aſſurances , when they doe aduenture one hun- 
dreth pounds for three or foure pounds from London to Barbarie, 
whercas for one Lot of twelue pence,he hath a poſlibilitie to haue al- 
lotted vnto him two or three hundreth pounds, ' 


Lotariesare commendable, if they be appropriated to their right Therighr vi 
vſes and good intentions , fints Coronat opus : for this maketh them ro * 99S: 


be of continuance, pleaſing and profitable,when the benefit thereof 
doth redound to pious workes ; as for the erecting of Schooles and 
Vniuerſities, maintenance of the poore, and of widowes and or- 
phanes, repairation of Churches and high-wayes and ditches, for the 
plantation of Collonyes of people in other Countries, and building 
of Townes and Caſtles for their maintenance ; as alſo to ered 
Pawne-houſes to ſupply the neceflitic of the mechanicall poore,ſup- 
preſſing intollerable vſurie ; whereof we ſhall intreate in the ſecond 
Part of this Booke, concerning monyes. 

The Etimologie of the word Lotarie, is derived from the word 
(Lot : ) Andalbeit all Lotaries are things caſuall in reſpe& of man 
to-whom the Lot falleth ; yer in regard of the prouidence of God, 
they are certaine( in effect ) by the ſaid Divine diſpoling of the Lot, 
Inſomuch, that howſoeuer the words, Fortune, Chaunce, Fare, De- 
ſtinic, and Caſualtie,are borrowed from the Heathens , it cannot bee 

denicd, but that ( reſpeting the effects and operations of God 

towards man ) they are proper diſtintions of Gods Di- 
uine Prouidence : And hence ariſeth the 
Prouerbe , Nemo ſua ſorte 
contents Vinit. 
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CHare., XLII. 
Of Aſſociations , lies, Engroſsings, and 
| Foreſtallings. 


Is Sſociations are twofold, the one is done by pub- 
7-3 like authoritie of Princes or States , vpon 
Graunts made by Letters Patents, which are 
properly called Societies ; as the Companie of 
Merchant Aduenturers , which are 'of 4.00 
yeares ſtanding or thereabours, reckoning from 
the yeare 1248 ; whenthe ſaid Merchants ob- 
tained priuiledges of 1gbn Duke of Brabant, 
and were called the Brotherhood of Saint Thomas Becket of Cantur- 
burie, which were confirmed by King Edvard the third , Henry the 
fourth, Hewrie the fifth, Edward the fourth, Henrie the ſixth, Ri- 
chard the third , and King Henri the ſeuemth , who gaue them the 
nameof Merchants Aduenturers : after himalſo confirmed by King 
HewPie the eight, Edward the fixth , Queene Marie, Queene Elizabeth, 
and laſtly, by our Soueraigne Lord King 7ames ; not without many 
enemies and oppoſitions, and moſt eſpecially of late, taxing them 
to be Monopolizers, and vnprofitable ro the common-wealth , be- 
ing that all our Clothes were nor dreſſed and dyed in England. 
Whereupon their Patent was fora time ſuſpended, but afterwardes 
confirmed again vnto them by his Maieſties ample Proclamation. As 
this Societie is of ancient eſtimation, ſo is their gouernement verie 
commendable, and preſerueth the amitie and entercourſe betweene 
the Realme and other neighbour Princes and States, venting the 
beſt commodities of the Kingdome ; yet1o, that euerie man ſelleth 
freely at his pleaſure without any combination or limitation , to 
the great honour and ſeruice of the State , wherein they may daily 
ſee and obſerue moreand more, as is heeretofore declared. 

The Eaſt-India Merchants are alſo a Socictie, but their aduen- 
tures runneall into maine Stockes, and is gouerned and carried all 
ioyntly ypon benefit or lofſe . This Company beganne in the 
yeare 1599. So the Merchants of Turkie are a Societie. Alſo the 
Virginia and Barmuda Merchants, and divers others,are Societies 
incorporated by his Maicftics Letters Patents,as aforeſaid. 
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The other Afociation is dotie by and betweene Merchants 'of paunerthip by 
their owne authoritie, toyning'themſelues together for to deale and Conrad, 
trade either for yeares or voyages zahd this iSproperly called Part- 
nerſhip, where one mah doth adtfenrure a thouſand pounds, another 
five hundrerh pounds, another three hundreth pounds, and another 
foure hutqyerh ponnds, more or lefſe, as they agree amongſtrhem- 
ſelues, to make aftocke, enerie-man ro haue his profit, or to beare 
loſſes and aduenttrre according to their fenerall ſtockes, in one or 
many voyages, forone or more yeares ; befides the moneyes taken 
vpatvſerotrade withall, proportionably according to the rates of 
their ftocks by parts and portions, to bediuidedinto ſomany parts as 
they agree : wherein the condirions bediuers, which muſt be obfer- 
ued'rruely,and the accounts accordingly ; otherwiſe all will run into 
a Laborinth and confuſion. And by the common Law one partner 
cannor proceed againſt anorher, and in Chaancertethe ſuirs may be 
prolonged for the life of a man, vnlefſe the Law-Merchant bebetrer 
vnderſtood ; and the Auditors Office be enabled to end theſe buſi- 
neſſes with brenftie and expedition. 2h 

There is another branch of this maner of Jr COM- Partnerſhip by 
meth to paſſe, when FaQtors beyond the ſeas (dealing for divers i=ployment. 

Merchants ) will ſomnetimes'make mployment of feuetall mens 
money m one kind of commoditie to be diutded amongſt thetti. Here 
one may become a partner vnawares andynknowne,as of late Tkhow 

the like did happen in agreat bargaine of Tabacco, whereupon all ' 
the partners (being ſenen in number”? are fallen our, and diners of 

them are in law. This courſe(althoug vſed) is verie dangerous,eſpe- 
cially when they vſe many Factors,One Merchant ſendeth commo- 

_ ditiesto his Factor to be ſold in Spaine,and giveth order thar by that 

meanes he ſhall prouide money fophis part of the imployment of 

Tabaccotobe made : another Merchant,he ſendeth a Letter of cre- 

dit of a friend of his, that ſomiuch money ſhall be rakenvp by ex- 

change for Antuerpe or London,as ſhall be needfull for his part : an- 
other Merchaiit he cauſeth ſo much money tobe made oner to his 

Fator by exchange wo" Antuerpe, as will furniſh for his part. Two 

other Merchants dwelling in Spaine doe furniſh their parts there 

themſelues . Andamongſt them all, they admir in Spaine one Factor 
dwelling there to buy the Tabacco,and he hath apart with them, but 
findeth themeanes to disburſe no money forhis part, becauſe he buy - 
eth the ſaid parcell of Tabacco (amounting to ſome twelue thouſand 
ducats) and conditioned to pay a good part of it at{ix or more mo- 
neths. And the ſeuenth Merchant, he prouideth not any money, and 
neuerles wil haue his part, becauſe he gaue order tohis Factor to take 

it vp by exchange for London vpon him, promiſing that he would 
ay the ſathe here. Hereupon the bargaine and imploymegiit of Ta- 

acco is made,the goods receiuedand ſ ent ouer to London,where it 

5 diuidedly delinered to ſoine of the ſaid partners to be fold (with 


one and others priuitie) for the generall account of them all, to be 
made 
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made vp amongſt them to cleere the ſaid account, and euerie man to 
haue his part of the benefit and profit,and likewiſe to beare ſuck loC(. 
ſes as may decreale thcir profit, according to equitie and conſcience. 
Interim it happened, that the Fator who bought the ſaid Tabacco, 
dyed inſoluent, who did not only leaue his own part vnpaid,bur a far 

reaterſumme, which the other two partners were faine topay, 
Laing bound forit, in allamounting to 1300 ® ſterling? Now the 
queſtion is, How this loſſe ſhall be borne amongſt them ? The firſt 
Merchant,he faieth, I did ſend commodities, aud by the proucnue 
thereof my part was payed by him that dyed , and that dependeth 
vpon accounts to be cleered betweene him andthepartiedeceaſed : 
the ſecond Merchant, he ſayeth, My partwas paied in readie mony 
in Spaine,taken vpby a Letter of Credit, and I am to beare no part 
of the loſſe : and ſo faith the third Merchant, that made ouer his mo- 
ney by exchaunge from Antuerpe : the two partners dwelling in 
Spaine, they ſay, That they haue not onely paicd their parts of the 
Tabacco, but alſothe 1 300 ® which were owing to the Merchant 
that ſold the Tabacco, and therefore they demaund much money 
due vntothem, and that reſteth alſo ypon account betweene the par- 
tiedeceaſed and themand others. The partie deceaſed(being decai- 
ed) hath few to vndertake the adminiſtration of the eſtate : and the 
ſcuenth Merchant is contented tobearc his part of the loſle, ſo he 
may come in for his part of the gaine, and faith, That if the money 
| had beene taken vpon him by exchange, hee would haue paied the 
ſame. Buthowſocuer, he is able to proue that he had prouiſion ſuffi- 
cient to pay his part, in the hands of ſome of the partners there; 
and for as much as he hath borne the aduenture of the ſeas of his 
part of the Tabacco, he claimeth his part of thegaine ; for if all had 
beene caſt away at the ſeas, it, is certaine the reſt of the partners 
would haue made him to bearethe loſſe of his part. And thus they + 
areall ina Dilemma, and having ſome of them bonds, others con- 
trats, and ſome but accounts and papers, they know not how to 
make an end ;and ſuch as haue more than their ewne, are remiſſe 
enough to procure ancnd, I haue thought gqgd to ſet downe this 
Caſe,becauſe men of vnderſtanding may iudgMow itis poſlible that 
the common Law (by the ſtrict and peremptorie proceeding of it) 
can determine the ſame without the Law-Merchant, not knowing 
the Cuſtome of Merchants,being alſo impoſſible to dire a Iuric of 
rwelue men in the premiſſes , wherein I am now an Arbitrator my 


ſelfe. 
Deſcription of Monopolies. 


JM 2nopolies are ſomewhat diſpleafing, becauſe the propertic of 
them is commonly to ingroſſe things to anill end,increaſing the 
price therof diſorderly, drawing a general benefit to a particular,di- 
uerting the courſe of traffick : but foras much as they are vſed nowa 
dates, 
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daics,it will be conucnient to diſtinguiſh them by Reaſonable, Ynreaſo- 
nable,and Indifferent. 

Reaſonable,of fuch things and trifles as are for pleaſure, as Starch, 
Cards, Lute-ſtrings, Tabacco,and ſuch like. 

Pnreaſonable, as of Fleſh, Fiſh, Butter, Cheeſe, or needfull things 
for the ſuſtenance of man, without which he can hardly liue ciuilly, 

Indifferent.as of Veluers,Silkes,Sugar, Spices,and other delicacies 
and daintics or curioſities,indifferent to be vied ornot. = 

All theſe are done by publicke authoritie of Princesand States,by 
Letters Patents granted for terme of yeares : but Engrofling is done 
by priuate perſons of their owne authoritie, which is commendable, 
ro keepe commodities in reputation to maintaine a trade thereby : as 
when men of meanes do engrofſe and buy vp a commoaitie, and 
for reaſonablegaine they ſell the ſame againe toſhop-keepersand re- 
tailers ; this ismuch vſed amongſt Merchants of all nations : other- 
wiſe when aboundance of a commoditie doth ſo much abate the 
price of it, that Merchants do become loſers and diſcouraged, then 
the trafhicke and trade is thereby ouerthrowne, to the generall hurt 
of thecommon-wealth . In which reſpect it is better ro pay ſome- 
what more for commidities, than to haue them altogerher ouer | 
cheape,eſpecially for commodities ſeruing for the backe,andnor for ***<{jſinger 
the bellie , which diuers times by Foreſtallers- become deere. called by the 
Againſt which kind of people (Regrators and others)there areverie CH L 
200d lawes made, which the magiſtratesareto ſee obſerucd : and in © 
France and Scotland,the Admirals of the ſeas haue an abſolute au- 
thoritie tolookevnto this inconuenience. 

The gouernment of Norenborough in Germanie is much to bee Commendable 
commended,not only for the prouidentcare to preuent Foreſtallers, **#*ng- 
bur alſo forthe engrofling or incorporating of all manufaQtures into 
their own hands to ſet the poore people continually on worke,them- 
ſelues cauſing the ſaid manufactures to be ſold at ſuch reaſonable 
ratcs, as none can make or prouide better cheape than they do,wher- 
of aboundanceis bought and ſent for the Weſt-Indies and other pla- 
ces, the mechanicall people are verie much cheriſhedby rhem, and 
all Artiſts are welcome vnto them, which maketh their citie popu- 
lus. The Hollanders do imitate them, and ſome money of the Banke 
at Amſterdam is imployed therein, for the Prouerbe is to be com- 
mended, Sceptra fawent Artes. 

The Cinilians haue made the Latin word Monopolium, borrowed 
from the Greek, to be lefle vnderſtood, becauſe of their many difini- 
tions therof,which made me to treat of Affociations, Monopolies, 
Engrofings, and Foreſtallings, as having afhnitie one with another, 
and to deſcribe them in diuided manner, as alſo to note their cohe- 
rencc,as followeth. For an Aſſociation, Companie, or Societie may A Society may 
becomea Monopolie in effet ; when ſome few Merchants haue the Þecomea Mo- 
whole managing of a trade, to the hurt of a common-wealth, when "—_ 


other Merchantsare excluded to negotiate with their ſtocks, to vent 
the 


Engrofling, 
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A Societie 
may become 
a Monopoly, 


the commodities of the realm with reputation,accordingſto the word 
Miner, Solrs and 7-22, Yendo, to ſell alone. Andas this 1s donel many 
times by one Merchant, for onekindof commoditie{ bee it Corne, 
Salt, Oyle, Woolles, and the like: )So may it bee done by a Societie 
of Merchants continually , vnder the colour of authoritie. Albeit 
that there be no combination to limit any certaine prices, for the ſale 
of commodities in the particular of one Merchant or more Mer- 
chants agreed together to buy vp a commoditie, it may bee called 
a foreſtalling . As one Dardanws did, whereof ( as wee haue ſaid )the 
name Dardanary was vicd by the ſaid Ciuilians , who define them to 
bee Nin, Ont omnia preemunt , ut carius vendant , That foreſtall or 
buy vp things, to the end they ſhould ſell them dearer. Which al- 
though it bee agreeable to the practiſe, meaning, and intentions of 
Merchants : yet the practiſe is contrarie to the Lawes ; for it would 
ruane into.diſorder, in the gouernement of a Common-wealth. In 
the generall, wherea Socictie buyeth commodities apart,and ſelleth 
apart, although vnder orderly gouernement, it is inthe nature of 
ingroſling, as the manufactures of Norenborough aforeſaid; and be- 
ing done with diſcretion and good order, it can giueno cauſe of of- 
fence, but the abuſe thereof made the ſame odious , and ſogeneral- 
ly to bee khowne of all men ; as the word Vſurie is, implying a 
biting. 

Definition of 4 Monopoly. 


Tt trueſt definition of a Monopoly therefore is, A kind of com- 

merce in buying, ſelling , changing, orbartcring, viurped by a 
few, andſometimes, but by oneperſon, and foreſtalled from all 
others to his or their priuate gaine, and tothe hurt and detriment of 
other men ; whereby of courſe or by authoritic, the libertie of 
Trade is reſtrained from others, whereby the Monopoliſt is inabled 
rofer a price of commodities at his pleaſure. 

A Merchant of London,hauing ſent a great Ship to Zante, tolade 
Corrints and Wines,being there arriued;another Merchant there in- 
habiting, vpon knowledge hereof, cauſed all the Corrints to bee 
bought vp, topreuent the ſaid Merchant, and to compell him to buy 
the ſaid Corrints of himat deare rates, to lade the ſaid Ship, which 
madethe Factor ( appointed to lade the ſaid Ship ) athis wits end : 
But being ingenuous hee deuiſed a courſe to diſappoint the ſaid fore- 
ſtalling Merchant, and cauſed Bills to be ſet vp in all publike places, 
to giue notice that the ſaid Ship was come, to take in Merchants 
goods for herlading, and to returne for London: which being vnder- 
ſtood by him, brought him intoa ſecondarie, and to ſet all the Bro- 
kers of Zante on worke, to helpe him to ſell the ſaid Corrints againe, 
whereby he became a loſer , In this and the like caſes the ſaid Socie- 
tiesare tohaucacareof preuention , otherwiſe it is the part of the 
Princeto looke vnto it with a politicke eye, vpon complaint to bee 


made, as of late yeares hath beendone' when the French __— 
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did ſtrive to bringnew Wines firſt to the Market, thereby inhaun- 
cing the price of Winesin France : ) it was ordered and commanded 
by Proclamation, That no Wincs growing in France, ſhould be fold 
or put to ſale, before the firſt of December, to bee obſerued cyerie 
yearce. | 
The like was done heretofore by our Merchants trading Spaine, 
in the buying of Rotta Raiſons by an order amongſt them, That 
none ſhould bee ſold by them before the laſt of October : which 
being knowne to Merchant Strangers, made them to preoccupie 
the Market ( they not being bound to their orders, ) ſorharrius is to 
be done more properly by the Kmgs Proclamation, 
Here I call to mind my former obſcruation of that royall commo- 
ditie Tinne,which aboue one hundreth yeares fince, was {old for for- y—mn 
tie ſhillings the hundreth,when the beſt Veluer was ſold for ten ſhil- © 
lings the yeard : how Merchants trading Turkie found fault with his 
Maicſties preemption of the ſaid Tin,and cauſed the ſame to beabo- 
liſhed, tokeepe the price thereof at fiftie fiue ſhillings the hundreth, 
and( bringing in Corints, Leuznt Wines, Spices, and Indico, at deere 
rates, as they fold them) vied all meanes to ſuppreſſe the riſing 
thercoi:which being conſidered of by forraine Nations,cauſed them 
rovie meanes to incorporate or ingroſle the ſame, whereby that 
commoditte came to be of more eſtimation and requeſt , whereupon 
the ſaid Preemption was reeſtabliſhed , which hath increaſed the 
ſtocke of the Kingdome fince thattime aboue {ix hundreth thouſand 
pounds, being riſen to double the price, and yct but proportionable 
tothe price of Velucrs and other commoditics . On the contrarie, 
another commoditic Minerall, namely Copper:as, which was ſold 
heretofore ( when there was Letters Patents for the fole making 
thereof ) for 10 ®, and 12 ® the Tunne, whereof a great trade 
might haue beene made for other Countries : hath beene ſoill go- 
uerned by worke-men vnderſelling one another, and for want of or- 
derly catriage,that the ſame is ſold vnder 3 ® the Tunne, and is be- 
come amecre drug out of requeſt, by the abundance made and in- 
diſcrectly vented, bartered or exchanged . France yeelding aboun- 
dance of Salt, although one yeare. more than another, ſuffereth not 
the commoditie to bee ouermuch vilified . For albeit that the ſub. 
ies within the Realme doe not care how good cheap they buy the 
natiue commoditics, becauſe of their owne benefit ; yet the Prince 
ought to hauca care toreduce them into trade, witha reſpe&of the 
forraine commodities brought into his Kingdome . So that not one- 
ly thoſe Letters Patents or priuiledges graunted by them, for the te- 
ward of new inuentions arc ncceflarie : but alſa ſome direQions to 
Companies or Societies, are ( inpolicic) verie requiſite , Vertue —_— 
ina Co:nmon-wealth ought as well, 2nd. rather ( in ſome reſpets ) inventions. 
to be more rewarded, than Vice to bee puniſhed by cutting off the 
malefators. | 
This is agreeableto the Common Law of theRealme, and the 
- fun- 
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fundamentall Lawes of all Nations : granting the Proiedtors or In. 
uentors,priuledges for twentie one or more yeares,which ſome men 
without diſtintion of Monopolies, would haue abridged to 14, x1, 
or 7 yeares, wherein the thing it ſelfe ought to make the diffe. 
rence,vpon good conſiderations, and not to meaſure all things alike, 
For example, the Graunt made for the ſole importation of Spaniſh 
Tabacco, doth gaineand ſaue the Kingdome many thouſand pounds 
yearely : for Bayes, Sayes, Perpetuanoes, and the like commodities, 
which theſe two yeares haue beene ſold in Spaine, with fifteene ypon 
the hundreth loſle, to procure money to buy the ſaid Tabacco, are 
now ſold to ſo much benefit, beſides the aduancement of the Plan- 
tationsof Virginiaand the Bermudas . But this isnot proper to bee 
done for other commodities that are not of that nature, neither of 
commodities tobe exported, wherein ſuch and the like conſiderati- 
ons is to be had. 

The generall intention of all Graunts by Letters Patents for 
Manufactures, hath a relation to ſet the people on worke, tore- 
compence the inuenter of the Art or Science, and that things may 
(in ſome meaſure )be better cheape to the ſubiets . What ſhall we 
ſay then, of thoſe Graunts which make the commoditic good cheap 
to forraine Nations, and dearer to the ſubies 2 Surely this can- 
not be without ſome great abuſe. 

If a Keelne for the drying of Malt for all the Kingdome ouer, 
were inuented to bee done with Pit-coale , better cheape than with 
Wood fire, and more pleaſing, without the ſent of ſmoake; and that 
this Keelne or Keelns were placed in conuenient places,forall mens 
acceſſe, whereby they ſhould ſaue much charges, and haue their 
Mault better cheape : if heereupon Letters Patents were granted 
to reward the Proieftor , no man of iudgement will call this a 
Monopoly , nor any part thereof, although the publike libertie ſee- 
meth thereby ro be reſtrained. For take it another way,and you ſhall 
find it rather to be a common diſtribution than a reſtraint whenſo- 
euer it bringeth a generall good and commoditic to the Common- 
wealth. 

The Statutes of the Kingdome reſtraining from the exerciſe of 
ſundrie Crafts all ſuch as haue not ſerued an Apprentiſhood ynto 
the Art which they would exerciſe, doe it tono other end but thar 
thoſe Arts might bee brought to better perfeion, and the things 
_ might be good and ſeruiceable for thoſe that buy and vic 
them. 

Some men are well contented, if a prohibition or reſtraint of a 
commoditie be done by A of Parliament, and they will no manner 
of wayes haue called the ſame tobe a Monopoly, although it be ſo 
in effet, when a Societic of priuate Merchants hauea priuiledge to 
themſelues onely to ſell certaine commodities, or to import them, 
and all other ſubiects are excluded, although they were neither the 
diſcouerers or firſt inuenters thereof. Butt it be done by the Kings 
Prerogatuue, 
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Prerogariue, then they take it to be a kind of Monopoly . Sothat, if 
it be by a diſpenſation vpon a Penall Law, they make the ſame que- 
ſtionable ;, wherein neuertheleſſe the Princes wiſedome is torule for 
the good of the Common-wealth. 


Others would haue all things at large in the courſe of trafficke, 


and that there ſhould be no Societies or Corporations of Merchants 
forany places of trade , but that by way of partenerſhip, Merchants 
might aſſociate themſelues to make orenterpriſe ſome yoyages,or in 
ſending of commodities in copartnerſhip , without regard had that 
innouations are dangerous, where the trade hath beene carried al- 
wayes by Companies or Societies, whereof ſome are of great anti- 
quitie . This is more conſiderable in the gouetnements of Monar- 
chies (and eſpecially in Tſlands) than in State or popular gouerne- 
ments, where the ouerballancing of forraine commodities is not re- 
ſpeed , neither the oueraboundant inhabitation of ſtrangers, which 
augmenteth their Cuſtomes and Impoſitions laid at pleaſure vpon 
their commodities ; as a principall matter whereby they ſubſiſt. 

Others make a difference berweene Companies or Affociations, 
dealing ina ioynt Stocke, or apart ; affirming the negotiation of a 
ioynr Stocke to be within the compaſle of a Monopoly : Neuerthe- 
lefſethey would be contented to tollerate the ſame, for the imploy- 
ment outwards . But for the returnes homewards, they would haue 
adiuiſion in kind,or pecies of the commodiries which they receiue; 
which is contrarie tothe manner of the Portugalls, whoſe experi- 
ence hath made apparant vnro vs, that they haue formany yeares 
ſold their Spices andother Eaſt-India commodities, with good or- 
der and reputation for their benefit. 


And in this courſe they vie many times other mens names, accor- Merchants 


ding to the Cuſtome of Merchants ; as they doe alſo manage other 


mens affaires in their owne names : but this is done with the priuitie 
of the partie whoſename is borrowed, and thought worthy to bee 
truſted, otherwiſe it may prooue veric dangerous, eſpecially in time 
of watre. 

Touching foreſtalling of Corneor other commodities in Markets, 
itis (asT haue ſaid) prouided for by Lawes ; neuertheleſſe the Ci- 
vilians hauenoted, That by the Municipall Lawes of all Countries, 

it is not prohibited for any man to make his prouifion of 
Corne, or other victualls for one whole yeare ; and 
vpon changing of mind, to ſell the 
ſame againe to profit: 
TJ 


y Cnar. 


ing each 
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CHa?. XLIIL | 
Of Merchants Oppignorations. 


 Erchants oppignorations are more vſed in regard 
of the commodiouſneſle of it, than vpon neceſ- 
ſitie, as other goods are pawned . For when 2 
Merchant hath a Ship come home, laden with 
Wines, Oyles, Woad, or ſuch like commodi- 
ties,and is to pay a great ſumme of money for 
Fraight,Cuſtome and Impoſt, hee will not wil- 
| lingly disburſe more money,but will indeauour 
to ſell part of his commodities topay the ſame withall : becauſe that 
thereby hee may auoid the payment of intereſt for money vnto 
others, which ſometimes hee cannot ſo rexdily find ypon his owne 
Bond alone ; and if he doe, then muſt hee bee ticd torake the ſame 
for foure or ſixemoneths , and pay that intereſt ; when within one 
moneth he may makemoneys of his own goods. Vpon conſideration 
whereof ſome rich Citizens that haue great houſes, and many Sel- 
lers or Ware-houſes and to let them at greater rents; haue beene 
contented to lend money vpon the goods brought into their Sellers 
and Ware-houſes, paying after the rate of tenne in the hundreth for 
the yeare, atid when they ſell their goods they mult pay them the 
ſaid money : for they do truſt Bayard in the Stable. In which regard 
the houſes of Commerce are very neceſſary , and other ſuch houſes 
that are ſpacious to receiue great quantities of commodities, where 
the Cuſtomes and Impoſitionsare only paied by the ſale of the com- 
modities,and you may borrow more money for little or no confide- 
ration af all : and heereby doth a Merchant inlarge his trade, and 
young Merchants ( hauing ſmall Stockes) find great eaſe and com- 
moditie . You haue at Lixborne the Alfandega, in Seuill 4 Dicana, 
at Venice 11 fontzgo: at Antuerp thehouſe of the Eaſterlings is memo- 
rable, whereof I did deliuer the figure in print to the late Earle of 
Salisburie ; when he cauſed the Brittaines Burſe to be builded in the 
Strand, and withall a proie& to build a houſe of Commerce vpon the 
Tower Hill, which he did like exceedingly, and proteſted that if hee 
had notbegun that worke, hee would vndertake this proie@ : which 
I doe heredeclare,in hope that ſome honourable friend to Merchants 
may be pleaſed to build the ſame hereafter. 


Domus 
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Domus Commulationi. 


T He ſcituation of this Houſe of Commutations or Commerce. 
would be verie commodious vpon the Towerhill, tobe made of 
free ſtone ; the proportion almoſt ſquare, according to the ſaid Ea- 
ſterlings houſe at Antuerpe, leauing a faire ftreet on euerie ſide : the 
fore part thereof towards the riuer of Thames, and the water tobe 
brought before it, by cutting in the docke below the Tower wharfe, 
ſo as two ſhips of ordinarie burthen might at one time come into 
diſcharge at the Cranes to be made therefor the purpoſe. 

The drineſle of the ground is very fit to makegreat Cellars,in the 
middeſt aſtately Court, andall the lower part of this houſe double 
Ware-houſes for commodities of | Bulke, and ouer that Galle- 
ries anſwerable tothe lower part, ſet vpon ſtately Columes, full of 
Ware-houſes for ſmall wares of value : and fo for a third Storie, and 
double Garrets for corne and ſuch like commodities,reſeruing ſome 
faire roomes for the entertainement of great perſonages(comming 
from beyond the ſeas ) tofeaſt them onely ; alſo with a magnificent 
Turret, great Gates, and places with ballances and beames ro weigh 
all ſorts of commodities. 

The carth of the Cellars would ſerue to raiſe the hither part of 
the ditches of the Tower to make them deeper, and part of the 
groundleuell, fit for goodly walkes, and for the ſcouring of the 
docke or entrance, a Mill mightbe made to grind mineralls, and 
other things. 

One part of this Houſe to ſerue theclothiers that cannot conueni- 
ently atall rimes ſell their clothes at Blackwel Hall, which they may 
remoue when they haue occaſion tovſe mony to buy neceſſarie com- 
modities to maintaine their trade , which commodities they may 
haue for that money, or by way of commutation,as Woolls,Oyle, 
Woad, Indicoe, Cutcheneale, Allome, Copperas, or other ſuch 
like extant in other Ware-houſes of this Houſe, as by the Regiſter 
kept thereof will appeare z whereunto all Brokers ſhall reſort, and 
haue notice of if they will. | 

When the clothiers ſhall haue this commodiouſneſſe, they will 
increaſe their trade, and ſet more people on worke to make good 
clothes, according to the ſtatute, which will be more vendible in 
other places beyond the ſeas, tothe generall aduancement of traf- 
ficke, his maicſties Cuſtomes and Impoſitions, andall other depen- 
dancies thereupon. 

No man is compelled to bring his commodities to this Houſe, 
but allured thereunto by the commodiouſneſſe and benefits thereof, 
becauſe of the eaſe of Ware-houſe roome and Cellaridgeat eaſier 
rates,the commoditie of {ale or barter, the forbearing to pay Cu- 
ſtomes and Impoſts foratime,the raking vp of moneys to ſcruc his 


turne,and the goods better aſſured than in other places. 
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According to the ſaid houſe of the Eaſterlings at Antuerpe,there 
will be 108 cellars, and doublethat in warchouſes, and after that 
ſo many garrets, in all aboue foure hundred roomes . The benefit 
whereof will be yeric great, one withanorher at 10 ® is 4000 ®, 
The benefit of weighing all commodities, - and the ſelling and re- 
giſtring of all will be much more. And all the charge of this houſe 
is by the computation of ſome workemen to be done for x 5000 #, 
and may yeeld 1 0000 yearely profit, to the honour of the King, 
reputation of the citieot London, and welfare of the realme, and 
credit of Merchants. 

Our Staple of Woolls ( heretofore kept at Calice and Bridges 
in Flaunders) is now out of vſe, and Staple Townes are all (as 
it were) incorporated into London ; and therefore it is to be ho- 
ped, that ſome worthic Merchants will of good affeftion to the 
Citie and State, be readie to reſolue to vndertake this building of 
the houſe of commerce,asa worthie monument for poſteritie, and 
calc of all traders. 

The old Romanes(when moneys were firſt made of Copper, and 
then Siluer, and before Golden coynes were made) had ap- 
pointed a place, called Menſa CArgentaria, where they lent mo- 
neys vpon commodities for a reaſonable conſideration, to ad- 
uance trafficke and trade , which (in compariſon of ours) was 
but in his infancic, and therefore to be left now to the mercie of 
monyed men(without other prouifion by authoritie to ſupplic mens 
occaſions)ſeemeth to be imperrinent , eſpecially when moncys are 
not plentifull. 

Hauing hethertotreated of buying and ſelling , and the depen- 
dancies thereupon, now wee are to ſpeake of recciuing and pay- 
ing by moneys, and of the manner of Merchants dealings there- 
in , But this doth properly appertaine ro the ſccond part of the 
Law-Merchant, where moneys are compared to the Soule of traf- 
fickeand commerce. 

Returning therefore to the ſaid matter of Oppignorations, let 
vsnote the queſtions of Ciuilians, Whetherin the generall binding 
of a mans goods, wares to bee ſold ( called Aerces Yanales ) arc 
compriſed, by ſaying, he bindeth his goods preſent and tocome ? 
Theanſwereis, that they are bound , but yet the ale of the ſaid 
goods isnot hindered thereby,vnleſſe they were pawned or obliged 
to be ina place certaine, and named in the writing there to be extant. 
Alſo in Tacizs Hipothees, or as it were cloſe pawning, Merchants 
money may bee comprehended and made liable : but this is to be 
vnderſtood of moneys had ſome other way ; for it is reaſon that 
= money which aman taketh yp ſhall ſeruc him to expedite his 
affaires, 

Alſoin binding of future goods, it is tobe vnderſtood onely of 
ſuch goods as he may get during his life,and not by any of his heirs. 


Theſe reaſons haue a reference to traffticke , which is a genes 
ic 
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bodic,and commodities by merchandiſing or commerce do ſupplie 
themſelues in their places; ſo that when ſome commodities are 
diſpoſed of, other commodities come intothe roome thereof : and 
the lawes haue alwaies more regard to thegenerall than to the parti- 
cular; inſomuch that a woman(euen forher dower)cannor arreſt her 


husbands goods,finding his eſtate to decay. 


Cnaye. XLIIII. 


The proceedings oſed againſt Bankrupts. 


#'He mutabilitic and inconſtancie of all worldly af- 
$1 faires (and eſpecially of Merchants eſtates ) cauſeth 
me to remember theancient Dutch Prouerbe, Goods 
x loſt,nothing loſt ; Credit loſt, much loſt ; Soule loſt, 
94 41! loſt: forto be richandto become poore, or tobe 
"TM poore and to become rich, is a matterinherentto a 
Merchants eſtate, and (as it were) .a continuall and ſuccefſhue courſe 
of the volubilitie of variable blind fortune, which is admitted (ac- 
cording to the heathen word ) for a diſtindion of Gods prouidence, 
as the words of Fate, Deſtinie, Chaunce,and the like are, for the ber- 
ter vnderſtanding of it ; ſo that by the frequencie of it, Merchants 
haue made a great difference and diſtintion betweenea Merchant 
which is ata ſtay and taketh daics for the payment of his debts, or 
onethat is broken or Bankrupt, hauing an eſpeciall regard herein 
for thepreſeruation of credit,which is as tenderas the apple of an 
eye : for it happeneth many times, that Merchants (hauing taken 
vp money at intereſt to augment their trade, and thereby doing 

oodto their prince and countrey) ſhall receive ſome vnexpeed 
folles by warres on land, or Embargoes, or reſtraints of Princes 
vpon the ſeas of their ſhips and goods,or by having ſold their goods 
and merchandiſes at home at long daies of paiment, or otherwiſe 
by other occaſions , hauing their beſt meanes in remote places, 
whereby the ſaid Merchants cannot ſuddenly make paiments of ſuch 
moneys as they hauc taken vp at intereſt, which inthat /nterim may be 
due, and fo they are driuenat aſtay , although they haue verie good 
eſtates : for ſome rich men(who like an Ape tied to a clogge, which 
thinketh that he keepeth theclog,when the clog keepeth him) are ſo 


tiedto the clogge of their wealth, that ypon the leaſt rumours of 
| | V 3 troubles 


A dutch Pro» 
uerbe Engli- 
ſhed. 


———. 


Lex Mercatoria. 


troubles and accidents happening” to their debtors, they become ſuf- 
pitious of theſe mens eſtates, and fearing tro become looſers, are ſo 
inquiſitiue of theirdebtors meants (without reaſon and diſcretion) 
to the greathurrand impairing of Merchants credit and repuration, 
that thereby they are drwen intoa ſtrait vpon a ſudden,and ſo ouer- 

throw them (vnawares many times) to-their owne hinderance and 

loſſe; ſo that Merchants muſt be verie prouident and carefull with 

whomethey dealc, in taking credit for moneys, andnot to haue too 

much af their eſtate abroad , for the Prouerbe is true, That he who 

is fartheſt from his goods, \isnecreſt to his loſſe. And in this caſe, 

Princes haue great reaſon to interpoſe their prerogatives forthe de- 

fenceof theſe Merchants perſons and goods for preuention of their 

ouerthrow, vntill their goods come to their hands and diſpoſing, 
that hque beene detainedas aforeſaid. 

This difference and diſtintion betweene a Merchant taking daies 
of payment, $& a Bankrupt,doth incouvrage men to deale honeſtly and 
conſcionably eſpecially with the vertuous and well diſpoſed,for Yir- 
215 laudata creſeir,whereby they pay cucrie man his owne in time, and 


_ forthe moſt patt withintereſt for the forbearance of their due debts: 


Seuerepuniſh- 
ment of Bank- 
rupts. 


The ſtatute 
againſt Bank- 
rupts, 


And therefore is it, thatto call this maria Bankrupr, bearetha great 
ation by the Ciuile Law,as alſo by the Common law of the realme, 
which is verie careful for Merchants credits and reputation : for that 
Merchant which in the ſtorms of adverſitie, ſheweth to be a good pi- 
lot, deſerueth great commendation of the care and endeuours which 
he vſeth to prevent the ſhip-wrecke of his reputation and credit, ef- 
pecially with a good conſcience, whichwill be vnto him acontinuall 
feaſt, although the ſeas be turbulent, for he is armed with patience, 
and not deſtitute of comfort : and on the contrarie, thoſe that like 
cowards become carelefſcof their credir, or being of an euill diſpo- 
{ition,ſeeke to defraud their creditors, and to inrich themſe!ues by 
their breaking, paying little or nothing ; they do not onely deſerne 
aname of defamation, bur onghrt to be met withall by ſome ſeucre 
puniſhment by the Law. It is not long ſince, namely in the yeare 
1 602, thatthere was a Merchant at Roan in Fraunce,who together 
with his ſonne and a Broker had confederated to buy great ſtore of 
merchandiſes vpon their credit, of purpoſe tobreake and to inrich 
themſelues; which being knowne, made them to beapprehended,and 
the court of Edidts did proceed criminally againſt them as theeues 
tothe common-wealth, whereof they were alſo conuied, and all 
three of them hanged in the marker place : obſeruing that the repre- 
henſtue Prouerbe ( Dat veniam. Coruos vexat cenſura columbas) was to 
be remembred, To puniſhthe {mall theft or litle theefe, and to ſuffer 
the great theefe toeſcape,which is vnreaſonable. 

The Statute of Bankrupts madeand prouided by our law, againſt 
Merchants and Citizens only, was doneto a verie good intent, if it 
were executed accordingly, with due conſideration of the qualitie 
of perſons and their behauiour. But ſome can preucnt the meanes of 
ſuing 
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ſuing forth the ſame, and ſo breake the ſtrength of it , as eaſily as a 

Spiders webbe, whiles plaine dealing men are laid hold of, that 

haue an honeſt intention. to pay enerie man, according to their abi- 

litie preſent or future , as God ſhall enable them , for Yltra poſſe 

Burt theſe well meaning men are oftentimes hindred to performe 

their honeſt intentions, by the hard and obſtinate dealing of ſome of 

their creditors,to the vtter ouerthrow of them, their wiuesand chil- 

dren,and the general! loſſe of all the reſt of the creditors : theſe men 
therefore areto bee ouerruled by the Lord Chaunceller, who may 

compell them to bee conformable with the other creditors , accor- 

ding tothe Cuſtomes of Merchants in other countries : and there 

hath beenc in times paſt, during the _ of Queene Elizabeth, a Commiſſion 
Commiſſion granted vnder thegreat Seale of England, for the reliefe Ce 
of diſtreſſed priſoners in the priſons of the Fleet and the Kings 

Bench ; which Commiſſion, if it were renewed for the relicfe of the 

oneand finding out of the other , would worke much charitie and 
contentment to the ſubiets . Howbeir to preuent theſe extreames 

is more commendable, for many Merchants and Shopkeepers doe 

flouriſh and become rich againe, if their creditors be fauourable vnto 

them,and doe pay euery man to the full . Therefore are the Letrers 

of Licenſes deuiſed amongſt Merchants, which are as a Paſport for «ters of Li- 
the perſons and goods of the debtors, giuen by the creditors,by way cenſc giuen to 
of couenant, that they ſhall not ( for and during ſuch a time or terme ©** 
of yeares ) trouble or moleſt the perſons and goods of the faid 
debtors, nor cauſe to bee moleſted, arreſted or troubled, vpon paine 
and forfeiture of their ſaid debrs,to be pleaded in Barreagainſt them 
for euer, asa full paiment of theſame. _- 

For the bettcr encouragement,and to retainemen in their duties, 

The Cuſtome of Merchants concurring with the courſe of the Ci- 
uile Law herein, doth make a reſtauration of credit to thoſe that pay Reftauration 
their debts tothe full, notwithſtanding their lofſes which they haye *f <redir.. 
ſuſtained ; and they may baue a publication made of it, by way of 
intimation toall menyponthe Exchange or other publike places, for 
a perpetuall remembrance to poſteritie, of their honeſt religious and 
commendable endeuours and behauiours, to the honour and credit 
of their houſe, kindred, or gooddeſcent:which is more eſpecially re- 
gearded in Spaine,wherea Merchant or Cittizen being decayed in his A gentlemans 
eſtate,and hauing payed according to his abilitie, yea, although hee Pruntagein 
doth not pay ar all , ſhall be freed from all arreſts andtroubles rou- Ou 
ching his perſon, ifhe make proofe that hee is a Gentleman by birth: 
which extendeth fo farre, that all Merchants Strangers may have and 
inioy the like priuiledge, vpon Certificate made by any thatis Am- 
baſſadour and agent for their countrey ; who commonly will doe it 
vpon the verification of it,by the Heraulds or otherwiſe, which cau- 
ſeth men nor to degenerate in vertuous ations, although aduerſe for- 
tune playeth her Tragedie ; which they ouercome with conſtancie 
and magnanimitie, | The 


— 
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The ſaid Statute againſt Bankerupts is made ypon verie great con- 
fideration,which licthnot againſt a Gentleman , ſo that to call a de- 
cayed Gentleman,a Bankerupt, ( although he haue had dealing in the 
world) beareth noaion at the Common Law, vnlefſe hee were a 
Merchant or Shopkeeper,&c. 

The Commiſſioners appointed by the Lord Chanceller vnder 
the Great Seale to execute this Commiſſion of the Statute of Banke- 
rupt, muſt be Councellers atthe Law, ioyned with ſome Citizens or 
Merchants,which areto ſeizeof the partie ( which by the ſaid Com- 
miſſion is prouedto be a Bankerupt) all goods, debts, chattels and 
moueables.into their hands , and to appoint one or two of the credi- 


\ torstobe Treaſurer of the ſame, which is afrerwards to bee diſttiby- 
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Scarute, 


Definition of 
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ted by the ſaid Commiſſioners, vnto all ſuch as they ſhall find and 
admit to be right creditors to the partic ( and with his priuitie and 
conſent)ypon ſuch ſpecialties, bookes, or accounts as they ſhall pro- 
duce and be made apparant vnto them , which muſt bee done within 
foure moneths after the date of the ſaid Commiſſion. For if it bee 
after the foure moneths expired , they may exclude any creditor it 
they ſeecauſe; ſo that the ſaid diſtribution ſhall be done tothoſe on- 
ly which haue beene admitted within the ſaid rime, according to 
their ſeucrall principall ſummes due vnto them, without any intereſt 
for the forbearance ſince the ſpecialtie was due, or any forfeiture , 
howbeit charges in Law expended for the debt, ſhall beby them al- 
lowedaccording to,their diſcretion .' Solikewiſe is it in the diſcreti- 
on of the Commiſſioners to admit any creditor to core in, where 
the partie was ſuretie for another, if that partie be likewiſe decayed. 
For it is vſuall forintereſt money, that two or three are bound toge- 
ther, and the collaterall Bonds which they giue each to other to 
ſaue harmeleſſe are to be conſidered, both by the ſaid commiſſioners 
and the creditors. 

It is alſo prouided by the ſaid Statute , That whoſocuer ſhall bee 
found to haue voluntarily yeelded toany arreſt, or his bodie to pri- 
ſon, and ſo remaineth in priſon, for, and during the time of fixe mo- 
neths, thinking by that impriſonment to free his goods , and to de- 
ceiue his creditors ; againſt him may the ſaid Commiſſion bee ſued 
forth and executed accordingly, for hee is to bce taken for a Banke- 
rupt according to the ſaid Statute ; and if the partie bee at libertie, 
againſt whom the ſaid Statute of Bankerupt is taken out, the ſaid 
Commiſſioners may ( if they ſee cauſe) commit him to priſon, and 
giue him ſomeallowance for his maintenance . And of all their pro- 
ceedings there is a Regiſter appointed, by his Maicſties Letters Pa- 
tents vnder the Great Seale of England to recard the ſame, vntill 
the Lord Chanceller doe difſolue the ſaid Commiſhon by a Ss- 
perſede as. 

The Ciuilians are copious in the deſcription of this Argument, 
and haue attributed vnto this kind of people, the name of Decotor, 


which is deriued from the word Decoque , as it were to —_— 
OD- 
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ſubſtance of things, by decreaſe and euaporation of boyling oucr the 
fire, otherwiſe called diſturyers or conſumers of other mens goods 
inthe courſe of traficke . Neuerthelefle they doe obſcruc great di- 
ſtindtions betweene theſe perſons, as in the Treatiſe, De DecodForibas, 
made by Bennenuto Straccha, appeareth , And the Definition of 
Bankerupts is three manner of wates diſtinguiſhed : 

Firſt, When aman becommeth inſoluent, by loſing his goods and 
other mens, by fortune, miſchance, and caſualtic, which man is not 
taken tobe infamous by the Law, indeauouring to make ſatisfaction 
as he can. 

Secondly, When a man by waſting, ſpoyling, and viciouſly given, 
conſumeth his owne and other mens goods, and hee by the Law is 
infamous. | - 

Thirdly, When a man is decayed, partly by waſting and ſpoyling 
of his owne and other mens goods, and partly by misfortune, and ac- 
cidemts ; and this man is taken tobe infamous, if he be vicious. 

Hereunto I may adde the fourth, and moſt vile perſon , who inri- 
ching himſelfe with other mens goods, breaketh withour iuſt cauſe, 
and onely of pnrpoſe to deceiue men, according to the aforeſaid ex- 
ample of Roan. Albeit I am of opinion, that the ſaid Civilians 
haue left them out of the numberto bee criminally puniſhed, as 
theeucs to the Common-wealth,by the magiſtrars or princes autho- 
ritie,as the Banker of Florence was ; who breaking for many millions 
of ducats, made a ſuddaine and deceitfull compoſition with his cre- 
ditors for the one halfe, and did pay them in readic money : which 
being vnderſtood by the great Duke, hee cauſed his proceſſe robec 
made inſtantly , and thereupon hee was executed alſo accordingly ; 
which was good iuſtice, and is tobe done by the Magiſtrates,and not 


by the creditors. As oflate yeares one of Genoa in Italy did vnto Puniſhments 
a debtor of his, whom he knew went about ro deceiuc him for great *B 


ſummes of money ; whereupon hee cauſeda Chayreto be made,and 
called the partie ro his houſe and intreated him to fit therein , which 
being made with certaine engines, did ſuddenly fo gripeand claſpe 
in his ſaid debtor, that hee was compelled to pay him, or it might 
haue coſt him his life . True it is, that in Ruſha a man hath leaue to 
beat, or to haue his debtor beaten vpon the hinder parts of the legs, 
if he cannot pay, and therewith is he diſcharged ; which isnot ſo cru- 
ell as to keepe himalwayes in priſon, and make him to indurea lin- 
gering death, wherein the vndoing of wiues and children are made 
partakers vniuſtly. 

Concerning fraudulent dealers the Lawis, That by making Cef- 
fion they ſhall not bee relieued, and may bee apprehended in the 
Church : whereas a free-man cannot bee arreſted or taken in the 
Church, but may be vnto him a place of refuge. 

If hee bee found a fraudulent man by his bookes of account, then 
any bargaine or ſale made twoor three dayes before his breaking, by 
goods ſold good cheape, may bee recalled and auoyded , and in like 
manner 
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manner, ifhe pay one man after his breaking, the ſame may be taken 
tobedone in fraud of all the other creditors, and may be recalled for 
the gcneralitie . So goods bought by him before breaking , if they 
be found in eſſe, ray be claimed by the Seller to hisparticularvſe and 
payment againe. 

All coniectures of fraud may bee augmented and aggrauated 
againſt the fraudulent man, according to the ſaying, Semel inuentum 
aecies fattum. 

If any man do breake in partnerſhip, the partnerſhip is iſo fat#o 
diſſolued by law : but the credit of the other remaineth,payingthe 
debts of the partnerſhip. 

Alſo any commiſſon given by him(for the partnerſhip)is void in- 
ſtantly : howbcit,if a Factor by ignorance of his breaking, haue cau- 
ſed his commiſſion to be followed ; that which is done doth bind 
the Maſter, and ſhall excuſe the FaQtor. 

A debtor ſiſpeted by others,may be touched before moneys be 
due,and the covers may attach ſome of his goods or pawns : which 
is the cauſe that the writ of Zatitat out of the Kings Bench court may 
be ſerued ypon them to find ſureties for their apparance (atthe re- 
turne of the writ) before the Iudges of the ſaid court. But the lawes 
in diuers countries do verie much differ in the proceedingsand execu- 
tion of theſe fraudulent men. 

Hereariſetha queſtion, Whether a Suretie can pretend tobe dil- 
charged,if the Creditors haue made or agreed with the Principal for 
a longer time of payment, and the Principall breaketh * The anſwer 
is, Thatif he'knew of. the new agreement of the ſaid partie for a 
longer time, he is liable thereunto ; otherwiſe being bound asa Sure- 
tie for atime limited,he ought to be cleercd at that time,or tomake 
ſuit or demand to haue his ſatisfaction of the Principall.,as alſo of the 
Suretie, which being neglected, doth in cquitie diſcharge the ſaid 
Suretic : the reaſon is,becauſc if the Suretie do break at or before the 
time of the payment, the Creditor may demaund another Suretie in 


- that mans place which is broken, wherin the law is veric indifferent. 


And this is the cauſe that divers Lord Chauncellours of England 
(for moneys taken vpat intereſt ypon bonds)were of opinion, That 
when the ſaid moneys are continued or prolonged at intereſt , the 
bonds ſhould be renewed, and the counter-bonds alſo, and not to 
leaue the old bonds for many yearcs to be vncancelled; for it doth 
oftentimes happen vpon occaſion of abſence of ſome of the parties, 
that anew bond is ſometimes ſealed, and the old not taken in, which 
breedeth contention; for the new bond being made, the old is void, 
and yct may be vncancelled, and alſo put in Fai by ſome executor or 
adminiſtrator ignorant of the other new bond taken for the ſame, 
and paied long before : Albeit herein it ſeemeth, there is more rea- 
ſon not to makenew bonds; howſoeuer diligent care muſt be had 
herein both by the parties and Scriueners which make the bonds. 
Concerning agreements tobe made between Bankrupts and their 
Creditors, 
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Creditors,there is a queſtion made, Thar if Creditors doagree with Agrcementsto 


their Debtors for ſome part of their debts, becauſe of the Debtors 
lofſes and misfortunes, Whether, when the parties being become 


rich a 

mined this queſtion, That if vponthe agreement, there be an Acqui- 
tance made by the Creditor, then the ſame agremecnr is abſolute and 
cannot be reuoked, vnleſſe the Acquittance were conditionall. 

The greateſt number, or the greater ſumme of the Creditors be- 
ing agreed with the Debtor,are bound to be conformable with the 
other, and rodorhe like with the helpe of authoritic, not onely by 
the Ciuilelaw, but alſo by the denn Court of Prior and Con- 
ſuls , which authoritie is alreadie noted before to bee in the Lord 
Chauncellor. But the difference is great betweene the greater num- 


ber of the Creditors, or the greater ſumme : fora man may haue an; 


infinitenumber of ſmall Creditors, or few Creditors for verie great 
ſummes by him owing , ſo that the greater number ſhould ouer- 
rule the greater ſummes. It is therefore thought connenient to fol- 
low thegreater ſummes, which neucr the leſſe doth nothinder the 
{ſmaller number toproceed vpon goods appertaining torhe partie, if 
they can find them, if by the ſaid authoritie the whole eſtate of the 
DecoQtor be not managed : wherupon the Bills of conformitie were 
of late yeares vied in the Chavncerie, which by the Partlement A»- 
mo 1621 are made void, becauſe of diuers great abuſes committed 
inthedefence of Bankrupts, who to ſhelter themſclues from rhe ri- 
gor of the Common-lawes, did preferretheir Bills of complaint in 
Chauncerie,which was in thenature of a ProteRion, andthe parties 
broken, became to be relecued for cafie compoſitions with their 
Credirors,albeit at charges another way extraordiaarie. 

Now concerning fugitiue perſons(being indebred)ifthey be Mer- 
chants, they are taken pro confeſs to be DecoRors or Bankrupes, for 


be made be- 
tween a Bank. 
. . r1upr and his 
oaine may reuoke their agreement * Andthe law hath deter- Creduors, 


Bills of con- 
formiric in 
Chancerie-. 


Fugitive Mer- 
chants. 


they in ſubſtance by their ablence-denie to $iue a reaſon of their lol - 


ſes totheir Creditors, which they ought rodo,if by fortune they arc 
tohaue good and fauourable dealitig, if it ſhall appeare (that by loſ- 
ſesand not by walſtfull or lewd behauiour)they came bchind hand, 
whereby the Creditors are induced+to diuide in ſome meaſure the 
parties goods amongſt them,as they may by the law and cuſtome of 
Merchants. 

The ſtatute (made in the 3 4 yeareof King Herrie 8)hath well pro- 
uided againſt theſe fugitiue perſons, that a Proclamation ſhall be 
made againſt them , That if they doenot returne within three mo- 
neths afterthey ſhall hauenotice of it (which by Afﬀidauit muſt be 
certified) to preſent themſelues in ſome conuenient place to be de- 
clared, that then they ſhall be procceded againſt, as if rhey were 
contemners of the lawes of therealme. And in the meane time(by 
order from the Lords of the priuie Councell, who haue authoritie 
to grant a warrant forthe Proclamation) all ſuch reucnues of lands 
or goods to be ſequeſtred, and afterwards tobe ſoldas cauſe ſhall 
require 


Proclamation 
againſt fugi- 


tive Mer- 
chants. 
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require for the paiment of the Creditors, which execution hath late. 
ly beene praRtiſed againſtdiuers , but Iyerh onely againſt the kings 
ſubies, but not againſt ſtrangers , nor other perſons whicharenor 
Merchants or trades-men. 

All meanes of tri proceedingare tobe vied againſt thoſe fugi. 
tive Merchants,as alſo other Decoctors,and againſt them that do giue 
them any aide or aſſiſtance, which is not tollerated by the law : for 
he that will helpe them becauſe he may the ſooner recouer of him 
his owne payment, may be conuicted of fraud by the law, when it 
is found out anddiſcouered ; befides that, the other Credicors may 
call that mony backe againe to bediſtributed _— them. And the 
Dif#io,nullo modo is to be ynderſtood at no time, and without any rea. 
ſon of excuſe, inall other things prohibited by the law,eſpecially in 
this which concerneth the diſturbers of commerce,ſo much to be ce. 
lebrated. And becauſe many queſtions do ariſe by the meanes of 
the interruption of trafficke by Bankrupts, and that (as I haue noted 
alreadie) the lawes in moſt countries doe differ in the procecdings 
againſt them : I haue therefore in this Chapter made a more ample 
diſcourſe, both of the Ciuile Law, the cuſtomes of the Merchants 
courts, and the examples and lawes of other countries, to preuent 
the multiplicities of caſes which might be alledged by true obſerua- 
tion of the premiſles. 

The queſtion concerning Bankers which haue their ſeuerall places 
or Bankes in diuers juriſdictions, and become Bankrupt, How their 
Creditors ſhall be dealt withall in the diuiding of their eſtates be- 
tweene them, is worthie the obſeruation : for whereas they keepe 
two, three, or more Bookes of accountin ſcucrall places,and therein 
diſtinguiſh the Creditors of their ſeuerall Bankes : The Civilians 
; arcofopinion for the moſt part, That the Creditors of one iuriſ- 

dition ſhould not participate with the Creditors of ano- 
ther iuriſdition,and haue put the ſame in praftiſe ; 
but the court of Merchants do vſe to take an 
account of the ſtate of the Bankrupt 
diſperſed inall countries, and 
diude accordingly. 
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Of Manufaftures: 


————Aing ſo often inculcated that importantargument, 
4/1 J whereby true Merchants are to be carefull, Thar 
MID /| trafficke and commerce may be profitable as well 

"tothe common-wealth, asto themſeclues ; we may 

Y} not omit to intreate of Manufactures,as an impor- 

ell tant matter to the cuſtomarie Law of Merchants, | 

Idlenefle the 


conſidering the aboundance of materials and ſtuffe which the realms ;,,,o all 


ving nor ſtuffesof their owne, but from others) 
their people on worke vpon the ſtuffe and materialls of other coun- 
tries, — and diſperſing the ſame intoa largetrade. Therefore y,,;..... 
it is conueni 
ſome priuiledges for a time, and not for euer,to auoid the courſe of va*dc& 
Monopolie,and ro make the benefit to the common-wealth more ge- 
nerall, which makerh men painefull by the radicall moiſture of gaine, 
whereof Merahants are to haue a conſideration {o toreward the ar- 
tificersand handy-crafts-mens labours, that they may liueby their 
worke, according tothe Dutch Prouerbe, which themſelues vſe ſo 
frequently, Leven ende lacten lexen, To liue and tolet others live.This ,, 
is ro be regarded alſo by ſtates-men, forbearing to impoſe oner great luc, 
Cuſtomes to be paied vpon commodities, whereby the people 1s ſer 
on worke both vpon goods imported and exported. Itis therefore 
prohibited in France, that tallow be brought in,but not candles, old 
ſhoes, but not cobled , paper,butnot cards, and the like ; much more 
for richer wares,as filkes, cotton-wools,and linnen, &c. 

The commodities which are not made atall, or but in ſmall quan- 
titie in England, and may bepradtiſed, are manie, as Buckrams, Ta- 
piſtrie, Buſtians, Cambrickes, Canuas, Cables , Babies, cloth of 
Goldand Siluer,Damaske, Diaper, Mather, Paper,and diuers other 
things ; all which may bee made intime, 2uia nemo naſcitur artifex. 
And herein is to be conſidered, That all other nations being carcfull 

* r9 


nt to incourageall men toreward new inuentions with onscobe tes ! 
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to maintaine manufaQures, cannot but take an offence, if any other 
nation will endcauour todoeall,and to exclude others, which extre- 
mitie enforceth another ; as we haue found by the enterpriſe of the 
latenew companie, for dreffing anddying of all the white clothes in 
England,which cauſed other nations ro make clothes of their owne 
by the woolls of othernations. For (as hath beenenoted) it is con- 
trarie to that common entercourſe and mutuall courſe of commo- 
dities, whereof ſome countries aredeſtitute,and other countrics do 
abound, thereby ſupplying the barrenneſle of the one, with the 
ſuperflaities of the other, maintaining a friendly correſpondence 
and familiaritie. j5; ER 

The Impreſa, Sceptra fanent Artes, may better be attributed to 
common-weales or popular governments, than vnto Monarchies 
or Kingdomes, becauſe experience proueth the ſame vnto vs, by 
the great quantities made of manufaQures, and diſperſed by way 
of trade ; as we haue noted by the laudable engrofling of rhem at 
Norenbourgh. | 

The ſtriuing of making commodities,and tovnderſel one another, 
are dangerous, and preiudiciall to both parries : forby their conrenti- 
on they hinder each other, and bring commoditiesro be leſſe eſtee- 
med. This isa matter of great conſequence for ſtatesmen to be ta- 
ken into their ſerious conftderation ; for as the Spaniard ſaicth,Quies 
todo lo quiere, todo lo pierde. | 

Setting the fiſhing trade apart (which cauſerh all ſorts of poore to 
imploy their hands,though they want legs) let me recommend vnto 
you, the making and bogging of Peateand Turfe, the rather for 
the want of wood, which England is like. to haue in, progreſſe of 
time, the woods being much decayed and inhaunced in price, and 
Peate and Turfe may bo made ſ{cruiceable to ſupplic the vices of 
wood, and ſer an infinitenumber of people on worke, As the ma- 
king of Yron, and all other mettalls made in fowndries and fineries : 
the bqiling of mineralls,as Allome,Salt-pecter, Copperas, and the 
like, theburning of Brickes and Tyles, the making of Glaſle, the 
refining of Sugar ; beſides the common vle forbrewing, baking, dy- 
ing, and other profeſſions, and cuerie'man conſuming wood more 
or leſſe in his houſe, beſides ſea-coale. 

And here I cannot omit to ſay ſomething of the commodities 
which wil redound hereby tothe commonwealth,namely all boggie 
waſt grounds and quagmires(vnprofitable and dangerous for feeding 
of cattle and deere) ſhall be conuertedto profitable vſes, in the ma- 
king of Peate and Turtfe, and (in time) with the oft dreaning of the 
waters, turne to firme ground and fiſh-ponds. It will prevent the 
oft drowning of deere and.cattell, venturing for ſome graſſe grow- 
ing in bogs and quagmires, whereby alſo many of them become rot- 
tenby drinking the vnwholeſome red waters thereof. All the ſaid 
grounds wil be ſafer and pleaſing for hunting and planting of woods, 
and the fiſh-ponds may be planted round about with Ofiers & _ 
woo 
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wood for hoopes, with diuers other profitable meanes, as in Hol- 
land : for the {aid turfle is tro bee made according to their manner, 
auoiding rhe {ulphurous {mell, by two yeares drying of them be- 
fore their vſe, and then they will in time bee vied by moſt men 
which nov find the ſaid turffeto bee offenſiue , as they did in the be- 
ginning when ſea-coales came to bee vicd in priuate mens houſes : 
if this had beene followed, the bogging of turffe had beenealreadie 
pleaſing and profitable, ; 

Next let vs ſomewhat digrefſe from Manufacture, ro ApifaQture, 
(and with Salomon the wite, ſend the fluggard to imitate the paine- 
full and laborious Bees ) for the increaſe of Hony and Waxe in 
England, Scotland and Ireland , and others of his Maiefties domi- 
nions:and let mans helpe ſuccour this Apifacture, it it may be ſo cal- 
led, as followeth. 

The meancs to increaſe Hony and Wax, doth properly conſiſt in 
the preferuation of Bees, and the making of conuenient Skepes or 
Bee-hyues after a new inuention : Namely , you may make your 
Skepes either with Straw or Wicker of two ſorts, and to bee of 
two picccs,. to take off at the crowne or neere the midſt of the 
Hyue ; that when they haue gathered and filled vp their houſe, and 
thattheroome is ſcant within then take away the vpper halte and 
clap on a boord, or the bottome, or head of a pitch Barrell or tarre 
Barrell, orthelike hauing pitch on it, caſting Mault meale, or Beane 
meale vpon the fame ; and then daube it well with clay about the 
$kirts, and fetting on with your clay mixt with ſome ſalt ; and when 
you haue thus done, then raiſe it vp below with ſo many wreythes, 
as you tooke aboue forthe gelding of your Hyues before , which 
is veriencedtull ro make rhe greater plentie and increaſe . For ma- 
king your Skepes in this manner , the Hony may bce taken at all 
times ; bur eſpecially, when you doe perceiue by the lifting vp of 
your Skepes, that your Bees are well prouided for the Winters pro- 
viſion, and tharthere bee plentic of food yet to gather, then cappe 
them . Take a ſtrong wyer, make it flat, and cut your combes in 
two, and then haue a parchment in readinefle to follow the wyer, to 
keepe a ſunder the wax From cleauing, laying on. your boord with 
pitch and meale, as aforeſaid . This tobe done in Summer. 


Preſeruation of Bees for the Climate of Great 
Brittatne_-, (Fc. 


1 IN Mareh your Bees doe beginne to breed,and then they be- 
ginne to fit, let them at that time bee ſerued twice cueric 
weeke, becauſe : 
2 In Aprill your Bees beginne tohatch, ferue them in hard and 
rygged weather, whereby they are hindred to be abroad. 
3 InMayis your Bee comming forth, looke to ſerue them vn- 
till Midmay. 
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4 TInlune are your Bees in theirſtrength for caſting, and then 
there is great plentie of Flowers and Dewes for them to feed 
vpon. | 
d 5 Inlulytheyare full of Hony,therefore cap your firſt ſwarmes, 
and take vp the reſt for Hony that you meane torake vp for that yere, 
and cap as followeth. 

6 In Auguſtis the moſt breed of Bees paſt, and you may cappe 
likewiſe thoſe you meane to keepe ouer the yeare , Imeane your old 
Stockes, for then they may forbeare it. 

7 In September the gathering of Bees is paſt , ſtop cloſe, and 
if there bee any that is not cappable, leave them and ſtop cloſe 
with clay and ſalt , and daube below with Cow dung as the man- | 
ner is. 

$ In Odtober beginne to looke whether robbers haue ſpoiled 
any or not ; if it be ſo that they haue, take away your Bees as in Ho- 
ny time, and ſet vp your Skepes with the combes whole, to bevicd as 
hereafter followeth. | 

9 In Nouember ſtoppe vp all holes, let none paſſe in or 
out ; bur if they prooue weake , then take away your Bces from 
the combes , and keepe them for the- ſecond and third ſwarmes 


after. 
10 In December houſe your Bees, if they ſtand cold : and in the 


North, houſe all. 

11 InTanuarie turne vp your Bees, and throw in wort,and vya- 
ter and hony twice or thrice, but let your water be warme. | 

12 In Februarie ſet foorth and ſerue all them that ſtand in 
need, with wort and hony, or hony and water, ſo it bee warme: 
and then in March looke for their breeding, as is before de- 
clared. 

| Nocorrupt combes tobe left, but the bad areto be taken forth in 

the Spring time ( being in feeding )and when you have throwne in 
one pinte of warme worte, and that they arc ſtruggling with the 
clammines of the wort ; then may you verie well take trom them 
any thing thar doth annoy them z which manner of drefling you may 
obſerue for many yeares during your Skepe, ſo long as they ſtand to 
workc new againe. 


Neceſſarie obſeruations concerning the Premiſſes. 


FRom the middeſt of Aprill, vntill the midſt of May looke dili- 
gently to thy Bees , for then are they neere beginning to hatch, 
and doe ſtand in need of moſt helpe , eſpecially if the Spring be 


The poyſon of Cold , and the wind holding any part of the North or Faſt , where- 


by the tender buds or bloſſomes doe periſh, and the Bees are dri- 
ven to the bloſſome of Apple trees , which is their ytter oucr- 


throw and decay, 
Helpes 
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Helpes for weake Bees at all times, 


f ms waterand hony mixt together made luke warme, and throw 
it amongſt the combes,to the quantitie of a pinteat a tirme:or 
ſtrong wort new runne, or vnboyled wort alſo luke warme, and the 
ſame two or three times at the moſt ; and this forthe firſt Swarme. 

For the ſecond and third Swarme muſt be giuen in their Hiues, to 
preſerue that which they hauegathered : Take Mulce,whichis eight 
times ſo much water as hony, boyled toa quart or three pintes , ſet 
the ſame with diſhes in their ſhepes, laying a few ſtrawes in the diſh 
to keep them from drowning. Wort and figs boyled will ſeruealſo. 

The ſmoake (as it were the Tabacco of Bees ) wherein they de- Bees Tabacco, 
light, is Cowes or Oxen dung, ſophiſticated with ſweet wort, and 
the marrow of the Oxe or Cow, being well dryed: take the Shepe 
(which is diſeaſed) 8 ſerit in a meale skiffe or riddle, and then kindle 
a little fire with your Cowes dung, and ſer them ouer the ſmoake of 
the fire, and ſo ſmoake them by fits, ſcarce ſo long at euery time as 
youcantell tenne, and beware not to vſe this ſinoaking too off, 
but as neceſſitie requireth and in gentle manner. 

The neceſſarie vie of hony and wax, made me to obſerue the pre- 
miſſes, wiſhing, That in all Pariſhes of Great Brittaineand Ireland, 
all the Parſons and Vicars in Countrey Townes and Villages, were 
inioyned tokeepe Bees for their owne benefit, and the general good, 
which they may doe conueniently in the Churchyards, and other 
places of their Gardens, and ſome of thcir children or ſchollers may 


attend the ſame. 

The multiplying of Bees is cafte without deſtroying them,and the Equiuocall ge- 
creation of them is knowne to many, proceeding of the corruption of yn ® 
a Heyfar, the fleſh whereof is fit to ingender Bees, as the fleſhof 
Horſes for Waſpes,or that of man for Lice. And to abbreuiate,I do 
referre the defirous Reader hereof to Maſter Hill his booke of Huſl- 
bandric, where he ſpeaketh of Bees, with the commoditie of Hony 
and Wax, and of their vſ{es and ſeuerall profits, colle&ed our of the 
beſt learned Writers, as Plinius, Albertus, Yarro, Columella, Palladins, 
CAriſtoile, Theophraſt us , Cardanus, Guilielmus de Conchis , Aprippa, and 
others. | 

Returning to manufaQure, and toconclvde this argument, many 
are the commodities to bee made of Silke, Wooll, Linnen, Cotton, 
and other Stuffes , but vaine is the conceit that would command and 
gouernethemall . But as we haue declared before,in the Commu- 
ration or Barter, and the vſe ofthem, lyeth the greateſt conſideration, 
and inthe ſetting of people on worke to auoid Idlenefle, the diſtur- 
ber of Common-weales , which cauſeth men ro make Plantations 
and Diſcoueries of other Countries , whereof incidently wee are 
now to handle ſomething, ſceing that Merchants hauethe managing 


thereof. 
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© Hen the Common-wealth of the Empire of the 
” Romanes grew to bee very populous, and men 
(idle ) would haue ſtirred more commotions : 
Then the Plantation of Colloneys of people in 
y other Countries was moſt neceſſarie to bee 
\ praQtiſed, and meanes allo to ſet the people on 
. = IS worke, or to imploy them in the warres,to go- 
uerne the quietcrat home . Andarthis day in Rome and many other 
places in Italy , if a man ſhall be found to live idle and want meanes, 
offer is made vnto him to draw alot for a ſumme of money, be it 30 
40,50, Ora 100 ducats (as hemay be reputed ) to haue that money, 
or to become an Officer in their Gallies , where other malefacors 
are confined to ſerue. For vnlefle the three Impoſtumes of the 
world, namely, Warres,Famine,and Peſtilence,doe purge that great 
B&dic , all Kingdomes and Countries become very populous; and 
men can hardly liuein quiet, or without dayger . Merchants there- 
fore ſeeking ro diſcouer new countries, are muchto bee commended 
and cheriſhed, and their Cuſtomes arezo be obſerued as a Law per- 
manent, which hitherto haue bcene herein kept vnujolated. 

The vnfatigable induftrie ro make a compleat Plantation in Vir- 
ginia, and the Ifland of Bermudus, ( which bath beene veric charge- 
able) might haue beene farre better , if honeſt houſholders and fa- 
milies of ſome abilitie bath beene induced thereunto by benefit and 
profit at the beginning, and meerc poore people and vagabonds had 
not beene admitted but afterwards . This inducement ſhonld haue 
wrought in their Idea, an imaginariecommon-wealth , and ought to 
haue beene done in this manner following. 

Make choice of ſome honeſt Shoemakers likely to try aduentures 
and to inrich themſelues, know of them how many paire of Shoes 
they make yearely, whereby they liue and their families, although 
victualls be deare . Thenler them know , that foure or five times fo 
many ſhall be taken fromthem, and, Leather bee delivered them, it 
they will goe and inhabite in. Virginia, where they ſhall haue houſes 


ſhall 
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ſhall be taken from them; and they ſhal be duely paied,and that a cer- 
taine number onely ſhall haue this priuiledge tor certaine yeares,and 
none others to be admitted, albeit the number of people doe in- 
creaſe,wherby they may be ſure of a certain beneficial living. And no 
doubt they wiladuenturethat little they haue to inrichtheir means 
and eſtate, and perſuade their wiues and ſeruants rogo with them, 
who may ſucceed them ypon other good conditions. The like is to 
be done with Taylors, Bakers, Brewers,and other handicraftes-men, 
and(ſo conceauing a common-wealth within themſelues) wil refolue 
and encourage many that are of ſome meanes toaccompanie others 


of ſmaller means,whereby the baſe minded will be brought tobe al- 


ſo painefull and induſtrious intime, and the charge of the vnderta- 
kers will be leſſe, and more commodious to prouide the yoyages 
with facilitic. | 

The like was to be put in practiſe by the Hollanders, in the Iſland 
of ſaint Thom.zs vnder the line : but the extreamitic of the heate of 
that Climate did bring adiſorder,and theattempt was giuen ouer.It 
is more like tobe eſtabliſhed in other places : for albeit the warres 
in Europe will diminiſh the people, yet moſt countries are populous. 

Politicians although they are rfiuch miſtaken in the number of 
pariſhes of ſeuecrall kingdomes, yetare they not in the number ofthe 
perſons or inhabitants. 7 

France containing by late eſtimation about 27400 patiſhes,cſtee- 
med in 44 hundreth thouſand families, of fiue perſons to a tfamilie 
(where in England fix perſons are accounted to be in a familie) is 22 
millions of perſons. | 

England containing 9725 pariſhes, 52 ſhires, and 26 cities, is 
eſtcemedin 28 hundreth thouſand families of fix perſons,which ma- 
keth 16 millions,and 800 thouſand perſons, 

Scotland containing aboue 4000 pariſhes, is eſteemed to haue 
about r 5 00 thouſand perſons or families of fix perfons,is nine milli- 
ons of perſons. 

Ireland containing 5500 pariſhes, was eſteemed not tocontaine 
thetwothird parts of Scotland, which is now much increaſed. 

The prouince of Flanders (one of the x7 Nerthcrlands) eſteemed 
to containe 140 thouſand families,of five perſons, is 700 thouſand 
perſons, which is more than the kingdome of Denmarkebeing ten 
times more ſpacious. 

Now omitting to ſpeake of other countries, let vs obſerue thatin 
all popular gouernments, be it an Ariſtocracie, or Democracie, the 
meanes to make countries populous is thought reaſonable, which in 
Monarchies is held to bedangerous. The concourſe of people cau- 
ſeth thegreater conſumpſion of all things,and the revenues are great 
by Impoſitions, and itgiuerth life co ratficke and commerce. 


What people 
in France in 
number &c. 


Too populous 
is dangerous 
in Monarchics 


The Plantation of VIſter(one of the foure Prouinces of Ireland) - 


isnow verie great, and the meanes toſet the people on workeareto 
be taken in hand, which may be done by a Corporation of Engliſh 
| and 


Fit places for 
plantation 10 
be conſidered 
of. 


The diſcoueric 
of the Sourh- 
erne countries 
called Terra 
Auſtrals, 
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and Iriſh Merchants there inhabiting,and Engliſh Merchants in Eng- 
land to vent the ſuperfluities of the commodities of that kinsdome, 
andto increaſethe manufature of many necdfull commoditics to 
bee made there, the realme affording ſtuffe and materialls thereun- 
to plentiouſly. 

And here I remember a good obſcruation heretofore made touch- 
ing the kingdome of Ireland, Why the ſame was not brought vnto 
perte& obedience to their foucraigne theſe 400 yearcs, but'vnder 
our moſt gratious king 7ames 7 which is attribured tothe miſtaking of 
the place of the plantation of the firſt aduenturers, that were decei- 
ued in their choice , forthey ſate downeand erected their caſtles and 
habitations in the plaines and open countries, where they found moſt 
fruirfull and profitable lands,& turned the Triſh into the woods and 
mountaines, which, as they were proper places for Outlawes and 
Theeues, ſo were they theirnaturall caſtles and fortifications : thi- 
ther they draue their preys and ſtealths ; they lurked there,& waited 
to do euill and miſchiefe , for theſe places they kept vnknowne, by 
making the waies and entries thereunto impaſſlible , there hey kept 
their cattle,liuing by the milke of the cow, without husbandrie or 
tillage ; there they increaſed and multiplyed vnto infinit numbers 
by promiſcuous generation among themſelues ,; there they made 
their aſſemblies and conſpiracies without diſcoueric, but they dif- 
couered the weakneſlc of the Engliſh dwelling in the open plaines, 
and thereupon made their fallies and retraits with great aduantage. 
Whereas onthe other ſide, if the Engliſh had builded their caſtles 
andtownes in thoſe places of faſtnes,& had driuen the Iriſh into the 
plainesand open countries, where they might haue had an eye and 
ob/eruation vpon them, the Iriſh had beene eafily kept in order, 
2nd in ſhort time reclaimed from their wildnefſc, and would haue 
vſcd tillage, and by dwelling together in towneſhigs learned mecha- 
nicall Arts and Sciences . This diſcourſe may ſeeme ſtrange to the . 
Law of Merchants : but when Merchants vndertake Plantations (as 
we ſee they do) no man will hold the ſame to be impertinent. . 

And for as much as diuers Mathematicians heretofore haue accor- 
ding to thoſe diſcoueries made their maps, and vpon good proba- 
bilitic affirmed and ſet downe Terra _Auſtrals incognita, whereof dil- 
couerie hath beene made in the yeare 1615 by Ferdinand de Ouir, 
2 Spaniſh Capraine, ler vs conſider, that many other countries may 
alſo be found out : albeit this containeth a fifth part of the world,for 
(as he ſaieth to Philip the third, late king of Spaine) the length therc- 
of is asgreat asall Europe, and Afia the lefſe, vntothe ſea of Bachu, 
Perſia, andall the Ifles, as well of the Ocean, as of the Mediterra- 
nean ſea, raking England and Iſland into this account ; ſeated with- 
in Zona Torrida, anda great part thereof reacheth vnto the Equino- 
&tiall Chuleclenereth vnto them to go degrees abuuc the Horizon, 
and in ſome places a little leffe. 

There they live without Kings or Lawes,and know no en” 
boo 
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either of Turkes or Moores ; and according to this maner of life(al- 
though they want Yron and Guns) they haue not need of any thing, 
Burt they abound with many excellent commodities, whereof the 
Spaniards will in time make vſe, eſpecially it they be more aſſured 
of Gold thereto be found,as in part they are of Siluerand Pearles ; 
for theſe are the three moſt pretiousdarlings that lie and are cherri- 
ſhed in the boſome of Nature. To ſay nothing of Spicesand Drugs 
whereof they abound, with many other commodities, by the ſaid 
Captaine declared, 

And here we may not omit to remember, That it is not enough 
todiſcouer countries, and leaue them withour plantation, or at the 
leaſt negle& the vſe of them, if Merchants do giue over their entcr- 
priſes: But itis the part of Princes to ſee plantations made, for two 
maine reaſons, That is,to conuert the inhabitants or neighbours to 
Chriſtianitie; and,to the end ſuch temporal bleflings may be cnioyed 
as the land and ſeas do affoord : moſt requitit to be done in the Iſland 
of New found-land, bordering vpon the coaſt of America, from 
which it isdiuided by the ſea, ſo far diſtant as England is fromthe 
neereſt part of Fraunce, and lyeth betweene 46 and 53 degrees 
North latitude, as Captaine Richard Whitbourne hath verie well de- 
clared in his diſcouerie, affirming the ſpaciouſneſle thereof tobe al- 
moſt as Ireland : and therein he hath noted many diſorderly cour- 
ſes committed by ſome Traders and fiſhing Merchants, in ſerting 
forth to the New-found-land, which are worthie the obſcruation 
and knowledge of Merchants , becauſe that the like errors may not 
be committed in other yoyages, which by this good aduice may be 
preuented or reformed. 


It is well knowne, ſaieth he, That they which aduenture to New- Worthie con- 
ſiderations for 


: , ” plantation for 
commonly in the moneths of December, Ianuarie, and Februarie, the fiftuog 


found-land a fiſhing, beginne rodreſſe and prouide their ſhips readie 


True cauſes to 
wake planta» 


LIONS, 


and are readie to ſet forth at ſea in thoſe voyages necre the end of *a&. 


Februarie, being commonly the fowleſtrime in the yeare : and thus 
they do,ſtriuing to be there firſt in a Harbour to obtaine the name of 
Admirall that yeare, and ſo to haue the chiefcſtplace to make their 
fiſh on, where they may do ir wirh greateſt eaſe, and haue the choice 
of diuers neceſſaries in the Harbors . And thus by their haſting thi- 
ther, oftentimes there comes not only dangers to themſeclues, but al- 
ſogreat miſchicfeand loſſes to many others which arriuc there after 
the firſt;as it may by that which followes trucly appeare. 

For by the haſting forth (as now they vſe) they greatly endanger 
themſelues , being many times beaten with rough and ſtormie 
windcs, and ofrentimes they are thereby forced ro returne backe 
with great loſſe both of mens liues and goods, as itis well knowne ; 
ſorhat to get the ſuperioritie to arriue there firſt in an Harbour,they 
will beare ſuch an overpreſt ſaile,and in ſo.deſperate a maner, as there 
are no true vnderſtanding ſea-men that vſethe like to any place of the 


world . For albcit when the fogs arethicke, andthe nights —_ 
that 
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that ſometimes they cannot diſcerne the length of three ſhips inthe 
way before them , and the yce often threatning much perill vnto 
them yet on runhes the ſhip amaine ſo faſtas poihibly ſhe may, when 
commonly moſt part of the companie are faſt a fleepe,cuen with ex- 
treame hazard of their liues. Thus many times both ſhips and men 
haue beenecaſt away ſuddenly, tothe vtter vndoing of many aduen- 
rurers and families. 

Andallo this vntimely ſetting forth conſumetha great quantitic 
of viualls that might be ſaued to better purpoſe, and it forceth 
them to carrie and recarrie many more men in euerie ſhip (cuerie 
voyage) than they need,if they once take a fitter courſe, 

Such Stages and Houſes that the firſt arrivers find ſtanding inany 
Harbors(wherein men ſet divers necefſaries, and allo falt their fiſh) 
fome men haue vſed to pull downe,or taken their pleaſures of them: 
by which vnfit diſorders of ſome firſt arriuersthere yearely , thoſe 
whicharriueafter them arc ſometimes twentie daics and more, to 
prouide boords and timber to fir their boats for fiſhing, and other 
neceſſaric roomes to ſaltand drie their fiſh on, whereby muchtime is 
loſt,and viQtualls conſumed to no purpoſe, and thereby alfo the voy- 
ages of theafter-commers are often greatly hindered and prolon- 
ged,to thegenerall hurt of the common-wealth : and the mariners 
themſelues which commit thoſe great abuſes are thereby alſo much 
wronged,as themſelues may conceiue. 

Wherefore if ſuch as henceforth aduenture to that countrie, take 
ſome better courſe in that trade of fiſhing than heretofore they haue 
vied, they ſhall findthe greater fafetic of their aduentures,and much 
good thereby. For whereas heretofore they haue vſed to make rea- 
dic their ſhips to ſaile in thoſe voyages in ſuch vnſeaſonable time of 
the yeare, whereby they often receiuc ſuch hinderances and loſſes, 
they need not then togo in the ſaid voyage vnrtill the five and tweh- 
tieth day of March,which is a fit time of the yeare to put forth to. 
ſea trom our coaſt tothat countrie, the Winter ſtormes beginning 
then to ceaſe : and then any ſuch ſhip which carries in her thirtic 
men ineuerie voyage, may well leaue {ix men there behind them, or 
more all the Winter ſeaſon, vnrill ghe ſhips returne to them againe; 
and theſe fix mens vifuals will be ſaned and ſerue robettervie,and 
thereby alſo cut off that moneths ſetting forth in thoſe voyages ſo 
ſoone inthe yeare as now men vle todo, and then the vidtualls for 
that moneth(which is ſo vainely, and with ſuch great danger conſu- 
med)may well maintaine thoſe men whichare left in the countrie all 
the Winter ſeaſon, till the ſhips returneto them againe, withaverie 
{ſmalladdition toit. 

And it may be thought reaſonable, That men which will vnder- 


priviledges wo take to ſettle people in New-found-land,ſhall baue this priuiledge, 
granted, 


that in caſe he leauethere a fifth perſon(of ſuch as he carries thither 
in his fiſhing voyage)to inhabite, whereby thoſe men ſo left might 
keepe a certaine place continually for their fiſhing and drying ot it, 
when- 
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whenſoeuer their Shiparriueth thither : then would all ſuch as leaue 

people there , build ſtrong and neceffarie roomes forall purpoſes, 

and then in ſome neceſlaric houſes and roomes they may pur their 

fiſh when it is dryed ; which fiſh now ſtandeth after ſuch timer is 
* dryed,yntill ir is ſhipped ( which is commonly aboue rwo moneths ) 
\, ingreat heapes packt vp vncouered in all the heat and raine that fal- 
leth, whereby great aboundance of good fith is ſpoiled yearely, and 
caſt away for want of fuch neceſſary rooms. And for the want of ſuch 
fit houſes ſome mens voyages haue beene ouerthrowne ; and then a 
meane place to make fiſh on wil be made more commodiovs than the 
beſt place is now, that men ſo dangerouſly and deſperately runne for 
euerie yeare. 

And thus euerie mans fiſhing Pinnaces may bee preſerued in ſuch 
perfed readineſſe, againſt his Ship ſhall yearely arriue there againe ; 
which Pinnaces are now often loſt, and ſometimes tome in pieces by 
thefirſt arriuers there, very diſorderly : and if ſuch Pinnaces, Stages, 
and Houſes may bee maintained and kept in ſuch readineſle yearely, 
it would bee the moſt pleaſant, profitable and commodious trade of 
fiſhing that isat this time in any part of the world. 

For theneuerie Ships companie might fall to fiſhing the verie next 
or ſecond day after their arriuall, whereas now it is twentie dayes 
before they are fitted; and then ſuch Ships ſhould not need ſo ſoone 
to haſt away from England by one moneth, at the leaſt mens liues 
might be thereby much the better ſaued, lefle victualls waſted , and 
many dangers preuented . And ſoeuerie Ship in cuerie ſuch voyage, 
may gaine quickely one hundred pounds, that vſually carrie in her 
but twentie men more than now they doc, by leauing of foure men 
there of twentie . And as the proportion before named holds, for 
leauing fixe men in New-found-land of thirtie, ſo theallowing of 


men to be made proportionably from euerie Ship, will ſoone raiſe Ancafeway 


many peopleto be ſettled in cucrie harbour where our Nation yſeth 
to fiſh,and in other harbours in other Countries inlike manner, ſome 
Ships by this courſe may then quickely gaine two hundred pound, 
and ſome 3oo ® and more, according to theirgreatnefſe, more than 
they doe yearely now ; and thoſe men ſo left will manure land for 
Corne, ſaw boords, and fit timber to bee tranſported from thence, 
and ſearch out for divers commodities in the countrie, which as yet 
lie vndiſcouered: and by ſuch meanesthe land will bee in littletime 
fitly peopled with divers poore handycrafts men , that may bee {o 
commodiouſly carried thither with their wiues : and that noman 
elſe ſhould appropriate to himſelfe any ſuch certaine place, and com- 
moditicfor his fiſhing voyage,except hee will in ſuch manner ſettle a 
fifth part of his companie thereto liue . And then ſuchaduenturers 
thither will carefully prouide yearely for ſuch as they leaue there, 
not onely for bread and vitualls, but likewiſe for all neceſſarie 
tooles fir for any kind of husbandrie. And the charge thereof 


will yearely repay ir ſelfe with the benefit of their labours a 


tor plantation, 
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ſhall bee ſo left there , with great aduantage, 

By this meanes will ſhipping increaſe, men be imploycd,and two 
voyages may be made yearely , and much vicuall faued : for the al. 
lowance of victuall to maintaine ſixe men to carrie them and recar- 
rie them outwards and homewards, is ſfixe Hogſheads of Beere, and © 
{ſixe hundred weight of Bread , beſides Beefc and other prouiſion: 
which menas they ſayle too and fro (as now they vie)doe littlegood * 
or any ſeruiceat all, but peſter the Ship in which they are, with their 
Bread, Beere, Water, Wood, Victuall, Fiſh, Cheſts,and diuers other 
trumperies that every ſuch fixe men doecumber the Ship withall 
yearely from thence, which men are-to be accounted vnneceſſary 
perſons returning yearely from thence. 

But being left in the countrey in manner aforcfaid , the places of 
theſe Ships which by them ſhould haue been preoccupied, may be fil- 
led vp yearely with good fiſh, and many beneficiall commodities , 
andthe men fo left in the countrey,will not only be free from the pe- 
rils of the Seas by not returning yearely,but will live there very plea- 
ſantly,and(if they be induſtrious people ) gaine twice as much in the 
abſence of the Ships , more than twelue men ſhall be able tobenefit 
their maſters thatare kept vpon Farmes, and that yearely,for the fer- 
tilitie of the ſoile is admirable,repleniſhed with ſeuerall wholeſome 
fruits, hearbs,flowers,and corne,yeelding great increaſe; the ſtore of 
Deere, of Land-fowle and Water-fowlec is rare and of great conſe- 
quence; asalſo many ſorts of timher there growing,with great hope 
of Mines, and making of Yron and Pitch. 

Furres may be procured not onely by taking the beaſts, but by ſet- 
ling (inproceſſe of time)a traffick with the Sauages for their Furres of 
Beuer, Martins,Seale,Otters,& many other things. Finally,the rocks 
and mountaines are good for ſeeds, rootes, and vines;and the Climate 
is temperate, ſecing the greateſt part thereof lieth aboue three de» 
grces neerer to the South than any part of England doth ; which 
hath alſs mooued mee to write the ſaid commendations of New- 
found-land, by the affirmation made vnto me by the ſaid Captain, to 
the end all Merchants might further this intended Plantation,where- 
by the fiſhing trade may bee muchaduanced, and the fiſh it ſelfe be- 
come more vendible, which ſhall bee prepared by the inhabitants of 
the perſons to be left there . For it is well approoued by all thoſe 
thatyearely fiſh for Herrings, Cod and Ling, that Salt orderly boy- 
led, doth much better preſerue fiſh, and keepeth more delightfulſer 
in taſte, and better for mans bodie, than that fiſh which is preferued 
with any other kind of Salt, as is now done for want of conuenient 
houſes to boile & prepare the ſame,yet may be done by the ſaid Plan- 
tation . But this being a matter depending thereupon, Iam now to 
intreate of the fiſhing trade more in particular in the next Chapter, 
ending thus concerning Plantations, whereby Princes dominions are 


enlarged for theirhonor and benefit allo, 
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'ropaſſe oucr the ſame with ſilence, and to omit the Cuſtomes of 


Lex Mercatorta. 


ENS TS TRE OPINE TL IE GY: 


EC * 


SLUSENRANE 
CHAP, XLVII. 
Of the Fiſhing Trade. . 


\ x Ome men may wonder , and not 'without iu 
cauſe, Thar this moſt important argument of 
Fiſhing hathnor beene handled hitherto. But 
intruth my meaning was not to haue touched 
the ſame , becauſe of the negle& of ir in the 
Kingdomes of Great Brittaine, and Ireland, 
where the ſame is abandoned vnto other Nati- 
ons: howbeir:ypon better conſideration (calling 
many things to mind ) I found that it would haue beene a great error 


Merchants therein, as the fundamentall cauſe of the trafficke and 

trade of diuers Nations , whoſe great wealth hath proceeded from 

the ſame. For it hath pleaſedalmightie God, to extend his bleſſings 
herein,more than in all other things created : For when God ſaid ro 

the carth, Let it bring forth Trzes and Plants:and for Fowles created Genar.2e.223 
out of the Seas, Let the Fowle flie in the open firmament : and of Cattle, 

Let the earth bring foorth the lrumg thing according to his kind : He faith of 

Fiſhes in a peculiar phraſe, Let the w:ters bring foorth in aboundance, 

eery thin; that hath life,and willed them to increaſe and multiply and 

to fill the waters, which was the cauſe that the Prophet Danid, being 

rauiſhed with admiration, faith ; O Zord, how manifold are thy workes, Pak ro4j 
in wiſedome haſt thou made them all , and the earth is full of thy riches : ſo 

is the great and wide ſea alſo, wherein are things creepins innumerable, 

both ſmall and great beaſts . The carth is full, but in the ſea are innu- 

merable . Of the bcaſts of the earth the learned haue obſerued, That 5/4, B0- 
there be ſcarſe 1 20 ſcuerall kinds, and not much more of the fowlcs —ED 
of theayre : but no man can reckon the ſeuerall kindes of the crea- 

turcs of the ſeas, or can number any onekind . This ought to ſtirre 

vs vpto cſtabliſhthe fiſhing trade, eſpecially for Herrings, Cod, and 
Ling,which tooke his originall from vs : for it isnot much aboue one 

hundreth yeares fincethart one Yiolet Stephens, and other diſcontented Originallof 
Fiſhmongers departed the Realme of England, and went into Hol- Þ*fibing 
land,to the Towne of Enchuſen, where they procured the inhabi- 

tants to fiſh for them inthe ſeas, ſtreames, and dominions of Great 
Brittaine, 
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Brittaine : which inhabitants ( vpon the deceaſe of the ſaid Engliſh- 
men) tooke the whole trade to themſelues , which afterwards hath 
beene diſperced into many other Townes, whereby the trade is ſo in- 
creaſed, that Holland and Zealand haue aboue 2000 Buſles or Fiſh- 
ing Ships, which doe make ordinarily two or three voyages yearely, 
albeit their countrey is remote from our Seas; and England,Scotland 
and Ireland haue the'fiſhing ( as it were) at their doores. And ſuch 
is the bleſſing of almightic God, that aboue fixe hundreth thoy- 
ſand Laſts of fiſhare taken yearely in the dominions of the King of 

Great Brittaine onely, omitting the- quantitic of fiſh taken in Den 

marke Seas, Ruſha, New-found-Jand , Spainc, Italy, and other 

dominions. . | 
And hereIam to make a little abridgement of the collefion of 

one Tobias Gentleman, a Fiſher-man , who made.a Treatiſe touching 

the ſame, _irftituled Englands way to win wealth , and toimploy Ships aud 

Thar bikingis Mariners, proouing firſt, The lawfulneſſe of ir by his Maieſties ſub- 

ble, and nw Y ies of Great Britraine ; ſecondly, How feafible it is for them by the 

table: exemplarie ations of other Nations, that haue nothing growing in 
their owne land for that vſe, bur are conſtrained to fetchall out of 
other countrics ; laſtly, That the trade of fiſhing is profirable,by the 
ſucceſle ſcene with the Hollanders being rich and opulent, notwith- 
ſtanding their long warres,and which themſclues doe call to be their 
chiefeſt trade and principall Gold-mine, whereby many thouſands of 
their people of trades and occupations arc ſet on worke, maintained, 

Proclamation and doe proſper, as may bee ſcene by their Proclamation annexed to 

dia the ſaid Treatiſe. 

Prouinces. Hereupon hee ſheyweth , That about Mid-may they make readie 
their Buſles, and Fiſher-fleetes, and by the firſt of Tune (their Stile) 
they are ſcene to ſayle out of the Maſe, Texell, and the Vly, a thou- 
land fayle together for tocatch Herrings in the North Seas, being 
moſt of them ſhips of 120, or 100 tunnes, and the other 5o tunnes 
or thereabouts ; hauing in them 24 men, and ſome 16, and 20 in 
every ſhip, & they continue their courſe North-weſt and by North, 

 Theſciuarion yntill they arriue at rhe Ifle of Shotland, which is the dominion of 

Il. — theking of great Britraine,and the greateſt Iſland of the Orcades, & 
lyeth in the height of 60 degrees of Northerly latitude. And by the 
1 4 day of Tune (which isby theirlaw a time limitcd to lay theirnets) 

they beginto fiſh,& do neuer leaue the skoales of herrings,but come 
along amongſt them,following 500 miles in length, lading their ſhips 
twiceor thrice before they come to Yarmouth , ſending them away 
by the Merchants ſhips that ſend them viQuals,barrels,and more falt 
and nets if they need any;which ſhips are called Yagers,thar is to ſay 
Hunters or. Doggerbotes,and theſe ſhips docarry them,and ſell them 
in theEaſt countries, ſomero Riga and Rcucll, ſome to the Naruc, 

Places toſell Ruſſia, Stockholme, and all Poland , Pruſſia, Pomcrland, Lituania, 

Herrungs, Statin, Lubck,and Denmarke ; returning Hemp, Flax, Cordage,Ca- 
bles,lron, NET, Clogboorg Phch, Tat 

Dealcs, 


j 
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Deales, Hoopes, and other commodities ,, with plentie of money ; 
and for France,they:ſend for Burdeaux, Rochell, Nantes, Motliaix, 
and San Mallous, Cane in Normandie, Roan, Paris, Amiens, and all 
Picardie; and Calice, with the Low-countries of the Archduke of 
Auſtria, reconciled with the king of Spaine, returning other com- 
modiricsand moneys for the ptouenue of their fiſh. For by their laws 
all thoſe: Herrings that they do catchin Yarnmouth ſeas, from Bar- 
tholomew tide vntill faint Andrew (whichare rope-ſicke)they may 
not bring home into Holland ; andtheſec they ſellvnto Yaramouth 
men forreadie money. 
Their fiſhing for Cod and .Lings continually is done with ſmaller 
ſhips (of 40.tun burden) called Pinkes and Welboars, and all this is 
done with ſo good orderand prouiſion , that by night and day all is Good orders 
ſupplyed, and the fiſh raken off _ And of mine owne know- m_ —_ 
ledge, they are ſo: conſtant in their fiſhing, that they are conten- 
ted to haue one good yeare for fiſhing in ſeuen yeares. All fiſhermen 
are prouided for, and their wiues at home cannor want , for intheir 
care, they may be compared to 1gſeph in Agypt , prouiding for the 
time of famine. = 7 | 
They haue beſides all this: (continually in- the ſeaſon) another 
fleete of Fiſher-men ( called Flyboats) which are in number ſome - 
two hundreth or more, and theſe be at the North-Eaſt of Shot- 
land, hauing ſmall boats with them, called Cobles, and by meanes 
of them Lings are taken in great aboundance, which they donot 
barrell , but ſpler and ſalt them in the ſhips bulke. To fay no- 
thing of freſh Fiſh, and other prettic obſeruations of the ſaid Tobias 
Gentleman, let vs note the commodious fiſher«townes of England,as c,uaon 
Colchefter, Harwich, Orford, \Alborough, : Donwich , Walderſ- towns tor 6@h- 
wike,Sould, Yarnmouth, Blackney, Wels, Einne, Boſton, and Hull j38'* *2s- 
by him named , whereunto I may adde Scarborough, Hartlepole, 
Whitby, Marske, Stockton, Gysborough, New-Caſtle, and other 
laces inthe North. Andit is to bemuchadmired,that this trade hath 
en ſo long neglected : howbeit ſomeare of opinion, That it would 
hinder much to the trade of cloth, if fiſhing were entertained,eſpe- 
cially in the returne of our commodities, and that the priuiledges 
granted to diuers ſocieties(as the Merchants Aduenturers,Eaſt-land, The $@ 6b- 
and Ruſha Merchants) ſhould be infringed therby, and ſo both trades i<ftion tothe 
cannot ſubſiſt together. —_ 
Others ſay, Thar other nations are more paincſull and induſtri- The fecond 
ous than we can be, and: haue more skill in the cutting, packing, and obieRioa. x 
ſalting of the Fiſh; and which is more,they can ſend away their Fiſh 
(and pay no fraight)by their ſhips going(ortherwiſe) emptie for corne 
and ſalt ; for they pay but foure ſhillings for a Laſt, which is drinking 
mony.And the Hamborgers hauing heretofore imitated the Hollan- 
ders to fiſhwith Bufſes for Herrings after 5 or 6 yearestriall, haue 
beene compelled to abandon the fiſhing , and ſuffer their ſhips 


to lieby the wall rotting , becauſe they found a loſle, and that the 
: E-4 Hollander 
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Hollander did out ſell them, having the berterand cheapet fith ; a«d 
the like would befall England, asfome havealreadic found, 57 
| To theſe two obieRions, The one being'Db:zefticke, and the 
other Forraine, I make this anſwere ; which 4s referred ro:themdici. 
ous reader, OBS O09 0408 1 4 29th} A 
Thar the trade of cloth ſhould be hindered by rhe fiſhing rrade, is 
not probable, being a diſtin: commodirie which ſerueth forthe'beh- 
le,and the other forthe backe, and both areſdld by-vs/and other nd: 
tions in one ormore places, and we borh mike our remines home: 
wards by commodities, money and exchangefor — Bills, 
ſo that the difference of the perfons: maketh not any Tollid argu- 
ment : for if we returne commodiries for commodities,andthoy re- 
turne moneys, we may teturne both\the one and the artiet;, having 
meanes more than ſufficient to maintaine the'tzades!,  confidering 
the great ſurmmes of money deliuered atinteteſt, atthongh themo- 
ney # ſpecie be wanting, which by theſe meanes'would be ſupply- 
ed. And concerninf the priuiledges graunted'to ſenerall focie- 
ties, it will bee ecaſie to recoticile them by: good orders'ro be ob- 
ſerucd in the fiſhing trade , wherein all men of ſeuerall compa- 
nies may > mn and the generall good is alwaies' robe pre- 
ore the particular ,”and that ſocierie which is againſt 
the common good ought notro bee admitted or continued. for any 
priuate reſpect. | 1.1 
Tothe ſecond obieRion, That other nations are more painefill 
and induſtrious, and haue moreskilbirr the cutting, ſalting, and pack- 
ing of fiſh, and pay no fraight for the tranſportation of their fiſh: 


| Suppoſeitbe ſoas you ſay for the preſent, yer you cannot denie but 


that the ſame may be amended by vie and cuſtome, ſeeing our people 
canendureall climates and hardinefſe as well as others and by good 
orders and gaine may be allured royndertake labour and pains, when 
want breedeth induſtrie, and gaineis like a ſecond life. | 

The managing to make fiſh moremerchantable and vendible, may 
be learned of others in tiine,and for wages men will be procured tha 
ſhall reach others ; we know that the proucrbe is true, owme principi 
um graze. The like may bee ſaid touching the traighr of ſhipping, 
which in proceſſe of time may be hadin rhe ſame manner, if the 
coaſt Townes of England were made and appropriated to bee 
the Ware-houſes or Megaſins for the groſſe commodities of 
thoſe countries where the Herrings are fold : For the ſcituation 
of England is farre more commodious to ſend away the faid 
commodities for all other countries, and in divers places at all 
times and ſeaſons of the yeare, when their countries are frozen 
for many moneths together, or want many times winde and.wea- 
ther to performe their voyages, which was the cauſe that the Ham- 
nr gy not conueniently continue-their fiſhing trade, as is 
alledged. ; 

Hauing anſwered ſufficiently (as I hope) the two maine objeRions 


againſt 


n=" 
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againſt che fiſhing trade, let vs now examine the benefit of it, by the 

calcalatioa made by the ſaid gentleman. Now to ſhew truely, faith 

he, what the charge of a Buſſe will be,with all her furniture,as Maſts, The whole 

Sailes, Anchors, Cables, and with all her fiſhers implements and ap- cy of 2 
rtenances at the firſt prouided all new,isa great charge, ſhe being wy 
tweene 30 and 40 Laſt, will cot five hundreth pounds, and may 

continue 20 yeares with ſmall coſt and reparations : but the yeare- 

ly lite and weare of her tackle and war-ropes,with hernets, wil coſt 


$0 pounds. 
An d the whole charge for the keeping of her at ſea,for the whole 
Summer, or three voyages, for the filling of a hundred Laſt of caske 


or barrels. 


j P | 

x 09 Laſt of barrels ———<JP—72} A hundred Laſt of barrels fil- 

For ſalt 4 moneths —$8| led and ſold at 1o pounds the 

Beere 4 monethS——————4 2 Laſt, is 1090? oo 

For bread 4 moneths————2 1 L 

Bacon and butter ——187 Thechargededuted 335 » © 

For peaſt eand billets ————6 Gotten 665 © © 

For mens wages 4 moneths —88 EF od 

335 
Here'ſaith he)plainely appeareth,that there is gotten 665 pounds The profic of 

ja one Summer ; whereot,if that you dodeduR one hundreth 2, one Bufle, . 


CY 


for the wearing of the thip,and the reparations of her ners againſt the 
nexc Summer,yert ſtillthere is 565 ® remaining for cleerc gaines 
by one baſſe in one yearegrating che Herrings ſold bur at ren pound 
che Laſt, which isco:mmonly ſold by the Hollanders at Danske for 
$freenc and twentie pounds. Sy 

The charge of a Pinke of eighteene or twentie Laſt, making fif- Of «Pink, 
teenc Laſt of barrcll fiſh, he accounted accordingly to. coft 260; ®, 
and the prouiſion and wagesto be for two moneths 57 ®, and the 
Laſtſoldat 14 ® 8 F, or 24 fthebarrcll,thereis reſting gaine for 
fifteeene Laſt of barrell fiſh, 158 ®. | 

He hath noted moreouer, that beſides the Hollanders, the French 
men of Picardie haue alſo a handreth faile of fiſhermen onely for 
Herrings, on his maieſties ſeas euerie yeare in the Summer ſeaſon, 
andthey be almoſt like vnto Buſles, but they haue notany gagers to 
come vntorhem : but they do lade themſelues, and returne home 
twice cuerie yeare, and find great profit by their making of rwo 
voyages yearely, | | 
And hereupon heconcludeth with an exhortatiog to all noble, rgyorruion 

worſhipfull,and wealthie ſubiecs, to put roo their aduenturing and for che fiſhing 
helping hands for rhe ſpeedie launching, and floating forward. of *** n 
thisgreat good commonwealth bufineſſe, for the ſtrengthning of his 
maicſties dominions with two principall pillars, which is,with plen- 
- tic of coinebrought infor fiſhand Herrings from forraine nations, 

| 3 and 
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and alſofor the increaſing of mariners againſt all forreine inuaſions, 
and for the bettering of trades, and ſetting of thouſands of poore 


* © andidlepeople on worke. 


» * - - #* 
_ —_ 4s 
» $320 


But now returning to the lawfulneſſe of fiſhing,wherein weareto 
obſerue, That albeit hunting, hawking, and fiſhing be of one kind, ag 
ſubie&roa like law and libertie, becauſe that any wild beaſt,fowle or 
fiſh being once takenby any man, commonly it becommeth his owne 
proper by the law of nations ; yet thereis a difference between theſe 
three : and although hunting and hawking be almoſt everie where 
lawtull, yer fiſhing is forbidden in other mens ponds, ſtankes; and 
lakes,as comparable vnto theft. 


Statute Lawes of England,Scotland,and Ireland .comcerning fiſhing. 


THe ſenerall Statutes of theſe kingdomes haue eſtabliſhed good 
orders concerning the fiſhing trade, whereunto relation may be 
had, containing in ſubſtance, the ordinances to build ſhips and boars, 
and appointing of certaine times for fiſhing, and then onely to fiſh, 
ypon pines not onely of forfeitures and fines; bur deith-alſo, 46- 
cording to the manner of offence made, and contempt of thole de- 
crees and ordinances. | 
Prohibiting ( for the increaſe of fiſhes ) the making, ſerting and 
viing of crowes, yarres;'dams, ditches, tramlets; parkings; dying 
In #ny waters where the ſea cbbes and flowes : and albeit 10me ute 
permittedto lay nets, and to makeweares, yet muſt he keep the Sas 
turdaics flop, that's to-lifr the ſame from Saturday in theafrer- 
noone vntill Monday: And he is romake each fpace or meſh of his 
bersthree:yhcheswide, ' except for tiking! of Smelts,and other fiſh 
which will never be bigger, and the ſame is tobe ſet vpon the wa- 


* ter, that fle midſtreame may haudthe ſpace of fix foot wide, vpon 


The priviledg- 
ez of kſkers. 


'' And concerning the fiſhers ſafeti&and priviledges, it is prouide 
That all ſhips ſayling'tocatch Heirmgs, ſhall. (during the taking. df 
them) let downe ſaile after day-light'is paſtiand ler their anchor fall, 
andkeepe watch with lariterne and hght vnrill the day light appeare, 
feaſt ' otherwiſe the poore fiſhers' ſhoeld be overrunne, and their 
Shrdrebon; + 7 19797 4 paar 4; 
-- Tt isalſdprouided, That fiſhers ſhall for hurt oh another, and the 
meaſhreof theirnersare limiret infength/and breadth :-and alfo that 
tio Urao-tictbe ſet before March, nor vpondteper water than foure- 
teenefathome. | N03 IDY £5 
-- Alfothatthey ſhall-be hone andtrue, andner lie'to their neigh- 
.bours, being asked concerning'the-length and'depth of their ropes 
or tewes when they are indriuing; fienherſhall they wittingly and 
willinglyſuffer their tewesto flirand#run ouer one-another ;-ynder 
paine of ten pounds for euericeoffene@  * '- 17/41 
, "Thattill Sunne ſer ofiStaday, no man lay nor hale nets or [thing 
| | ines, 
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lines, or exerciſe any labour, vpon paine as aforeſaid. 
| And for the incouraging of Fiſhers in the Northand Wet Iles 
of Scotland, there is a Statute prohibiting all exaQions to bee taken 
of them, bur onely the Kings Cuſtome, vpon paine to be found to be 
amanifeſtoppreſſor . And ConcerningpFiſhers and dealers ortraffic- 
kers wirthfiſhes,it is alſo ordained, That not onely all fiſh flaineand 
raken neere to the coaſt of Scorland bebraught to the market places, Lawesof Scor: 
where the taker dwelleth, or the neereſt place thereunto, but alſo [nd forfiſhes 
all the fiſhes raken in the North, or Welt T{les, or Forts,to be brought —_ 
dire&ly to the townes where the Fiſhers dwell, tothe end the coun-” 
trey bee firſt ſerued and the fiſh offered to the market. places, from 
which none may carrie them to packe and pile, but onely betweene 
. the houres of eleuen and two in the afrernoone, vpon paine of for- 
feiture of the ſame. In which markets it is/lawfull ro the Prouoſt 
and Bailifes to ſer downe prices, and to compell the Packerand Piler | 
to ſell'againe for the-need of the ſublets; which being done, they 
may tranſport the remainder where they will : and if they commit 
any contempr, then their fiſh is forfeited, rwo parts to the King, and 
the third to the Magiſtrate. EF” 

[In like manner concerning the barrelling of fiſhes, it is ordained Barcelling of 
that the meaſures preſcribed of old ſhill bee kept, namely;each bar- fits. 
rell of Herrings, or of white fiſh, to, be of twelue gallons ; and the 
barrcll of Salmon of fourteene gallons, according to the meaſure of 
Hamborough, vpoti paine of iforfeiture, and fiue pounds to be leuied 
from the Cooper ; 'and therefore hoop yrons to bee made in each 
towne for the triall and gaging thereof.” All which concerneth the 
Law of Merchants,&the particular knowledge of euery ohe&of them, 

Ler vs now remember inthis place the fiſhing of New-folitid-land, The gqing of 
and the Whale fiſhing, with theprofirand commddities'of the ſame, New-tounds 
asthey arc obſerued by the aforeſaid'Captaine Whitebowrne;who affir. 16 
med vpon his owne knowledge, That the French:Biſcainegand'Por. 
tuoals, can make two voyagesyearely to New-found-land, with 400 - 
ſayle of ſhips, and get thereby an incredible-wealth , beſides Eng. 
liſh ſhips, whereof he ſaith, That in the yeare 1615, there was 250 
fyle of ſhips greatand (mall, the burthens and tunnage heefteemed 
to bee one with anorther-r5 000 tunnes, at 6a ttinn2s, and 20 men 
and boyes to euerie'one; therein were imployedaboue 5000 per- 
ſons, by whoſe meanes there was taken by euetie ſhip, aboue fixe 
ſcore thouſand fiſh, and five tunnes of Trayne oyle,* which being 
brought into Erigland,' France, or Spaine, and fold after therate of 
foure pounds for euerie thouſand of fiſh, and 120 fiſhes td the hun- 
dred, witlamount to fixe ſcorethouſand pounds, which'is n6t aboue 
one penny a fiſh. The. Trayne oyte amounting to r250 tunnes, at 
22 ®:, amounted to 15000 pounds; ſo the torall ſale was r'5 

thouſand pounds., omitting to reckon "the ouetprices, which were 
made and potten by the ſale thereof in forraine countries ”Thecon- 


fideration*( thatall this and the like wealth procured by fiſhing, is 
| , done 


Lex »Mercatoria. 


N -muncoy th 
ro 

3 ke 

touching rhe 

Sſhingrrade. 


—— 


| done by the labourand induſtrie of men, with exportation of mon 


and exchange, or other commodities to be commured or bartred for 
them ) is worthy the obſcruation, and by the trade of ir moneys are 
tobe had plentiouſly, and all forraine commodiries alſo, to the in- 
riching of Common-wealgg , where many numbers of people are 
ſet on worke and relicued ; as Bakers, Brewers, Coopers , Ship. 
wreights, and Carpenters, Smiths, Netmakers, Ropemakers, Line. 
makers, Hookemakers, Pullymakers, and many other trades to make 
the neceſſary prouiſion of the fiſhing voyages, wherin the lame,impo- 


*tent,& all poore people may haueimployment for their maintenance, 


Greene-land 


The manner 
of Whale 


kerching, 


Touching the Whale fiſhing , eſpecially in Greene-land, for the 
making of Traine oyle ; the ſame is much augmented by ſeucrall Na- 
tions, ſincethat the Bi _—_— and Bayoneſes have taught the man- 
ner of taking of them,caſting harping yrons into their vnweldie 
bodies, when they are on ſhoare for want of water, otherwiſe verie 
nimble in the Seas : For they haue a grear feeling , and their fleſhis 
viſcoſite or oylie, apt for ſwimming, and as ſoone as the harping 
yrons hauetrucken them, they runne towardes the bottome abouez 
—_—_ fathomes deepe, as the lines ( which are faſtened thereun- 

) will giue way . Sothat ſometimes it will bec aboue two houres 
before they come vp (being ordinarily aboue twentie foot in length) 
and then being hoyſed vp to the ſterne of the(ſhip, the fleſh is pared 
off,and ſwimmeth vpon the ſeas, and rhe rumpe of the bodie 1s let- 
ten fall againe, and rhen the fleſh boyled, and preſſed,maketh Trayne 
oyle,which yeelderh good benefit, if the voyage bee not overchar- 
ged by expences , For preuention whereof , let vs note the propor- 
tion for the victualling of fiftic men for eight moneths, of a ſhip of 
200 tunnes, and caſt Merchants or Fiſhermens account accordingly, 
for o—_— or leſſer number of perſons, or the longer or ſhorter 
time of vicualling, more or leſſealſo inprice,5o menare 1 2 + Meſ- 
opap—e roa meſſe by diſtribution. ?, [4 

Bisketa pound p day toa man,is 120quintals,at 9 f—-47 16 © 
Syder and Beere,one hogſhead a day,with cask yron 
bound, x2 tunsat 50 {and 48 tuns caske,at 20 f,more 


2 5 tuns of Beere,at 50 f, and 35 tuns Syder, at 50fis=-180 © © 
Water caske new,and yronbound 10 tuns, at 45 22 10 © 
Beefetwo pound p day, is 100 ® weight for three 

dayes a week,is inall 96 dayes,and 8500 and 3 quar- 

rers.2t 26 { the hundreth, is —— —— o 6 
Caske yron bound, 500 weight in a Hogſhead re- 

packed ,* and Salt——-— —— 12 © © 

6000 Newfoundland fiſh,at 4® 10 { with the caske,is—2% © 0 
24 Buſhels of Peaſe, 20 buſhels of Oat-meale,two 

barrells of Oyle-— - — —14 I2 © 

— Burrerfixe firkins, Cheeſe ; ® aday, Aquauite and 

vinegar—— — _ —_—— 0 0 

Candels, Platters, Chirurgeons Cheſts, &c.= 65 0 0 
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which ſaid ſummeof 539 ® 18 o, amounteth vnto 28 Fa man for 
euery moneth, beſides the ſhips fraight and mens wages, which may 
be agreed ypon diuerſly . And commonly the Company is permit- 
ted to have one third,the Owners of the ſhip one third, and the Mer- 
chant or Merchandize one third : all other incident charges to bee 
borne accordingly betweene them, whereof. Indentures of couenants 
are made. 

- Hauing reſerued to intreat of this important buſineſle of Fiſhing, 
inthe end of this firſt Part of Zex Mercatoria, concerning commodi- 
ties, which are compared to the Body of Traffick, together with the 
Sea-lawes obſerued therein, with all other Cuſtomes of Commerce: 
Let vs now proceed to the Second Part,touching Moneys, being the 
Soule of Trafficke;which in times paſt were noted to be raiſed by the 
fiſhing trade (now ſo much Ig tothe Kingdoms 
of Great Brittaine, and Ireland, as hath beene ſhewed even by origi- 
nall Antiquitie . The correſpondenceand long entercourſe between 
theSocietie of Go!d-ſmiths and Fiſhmongers alludeth hereunto : 
For Saint Dur/faxe the Biſhop,termed tobe the Patron of the Com- 
pany of Gold-ſmiths, had no other Elixer or Philoſophers ſtone, 
than the Gold and Siluer, which by the benefit of fiſhing was obtai- 
ned, whereby the Kingdomes Plate and Bullion was procured . For 
the aduancement of which fiſhing Trade', he did aduiſe, That three 

fiſhing dayes ought to be kept cuery weeke , which cauſed alſo 
more abſtinence: and hence the Proucrbe came, That 
Saint Dunſtane tooke the Deuill by the noſe with 
his pinchers. Which Cuſtome,if it were bet- 
rer obſerued with vs, would proue 
very beneficial] to the State 
and Common- 


— —— Ck]. C.-C}. 
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The allufon 
of Saint Duns 


ſoage, 


THE SECOND PART 
OF LEX MERCeATORI 4A, 


or the Auncient Law-Merchant con- 


cerning eM oneys, compared to the 


Sonleof TRAFFICKE. and 
COMMERCE, 


>GEe haue alreadie compared the three Simples or 
(< Eſſentiall parts of Trafficke, namely Commodi- 
P/FO) ties, Money,and Exchange of Moneys, vnto the 

22 Bodie, Soule, and Spirit : And in our firſt prt of 

>—9 Lex Mercatoria, treated of Commodities, -as the 
Df & Bodie of Trafficke,with the dependances there- 
IViEaY upon,as being properly the cauſes of Commerce, 
with their Effets, Adiundts, and Accidents : which methode we are 
now alſo to obſeruein this ſecond part of the Law-Merchant,concer- 
ning Moneys,compared to the Soule, which infuſerh life vnto Traf- 
ficke by the meanes of Equalitie and Equitie, preucnting aduantage 
betweene Buyersand Scil-rs. And becauſe Money is made of Met- 
tals, wherof we haue not ſpoken in the Chapter ofthe Commodities 
whereby Commerce is maintained, here we are to begin with the 
verie originall of Mettals and Mincs,as a matter wotthicthe know- 
ledge of Merchants 2nd others. 

Firſt we find, That when commodities began much to abound in 
the world,all manner of metrall,as Gold, Siluer, Copper, Tin, Lead 
and Yron grew into greater eſtimarion, as being fit and moredure- 
able for preſcruation ; and ſo the pureſt and fineſt Metrall moſt eſtee- 
med. At which time the riches of men was notwithſtanding deſcri- 
bed roconſfiſt of cattel,commoditries,and other moucables : and there 
was a commutration of commodities, as hath beene declared, which 
was found to be verie cumberſome,and did require much carriage of 
wares vp and downe from one countrie vnto another ; by reaſon 
whereof Money was deuiſed to be coyned,to be the rule and ſquare 
whereby all other things hhould recciue eſtimationand price, and(as 
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it were)become a meaſure whereby the price of all things might be 
ſet,to maintaine a certaine euenhood or equalitie in buying and ſel. 


ling ; and the ſame to haue his ſtanding valuation only by publicke 
authoritic, to the end thatall things might cqually paſſe by trade 
from one man to another. 

Concerning the denomination of Money, it is deriued of Monet, 
which proceedeth « monendo,to ſhew you the name of the Prince;ael 
nummi nota, and conſequently the price of the peece of coyne by his 
authoritic made,ſtamped,and valued. 

Pecnnia is deriueda Pecude, of Catrell,as of Sheepe and Oxen,the 
figure whereof was coyned thereupon, Numatsus,a aumerande, wel no- 
»11me,of the name of the Prince ſtamped vpon it ; andalſoſocalled, 
Carolus Guildren or Floren , ſo a Ducat of Dacatus, the name of a 
Dake. And intimes paſt being called Stjpendium, was 4 ſtipe or pendo, 
before the ſame was coyned with a ſtampe, but made and weighed, 
being filuer, as the Cicle of the Hebrewes. 

The Romans in times paſt vſed copper Moneys, calling their Ex- 
chequer «Ararium.Soin Germanie itis called Arcentariam of the Sil- 
uer,and being kept at Strasbourgh,that cities called Argentina. The 
firſt Siluer moneys coyned was the 4.84 yearcof the foundation of 
Rome ; And the coynes of Gold was fixtie and two yeres after that, 
Since the foundation of Rome yntill the yeare of 1622 are 2373 
yeares, YN 

The ſterling Standard of the Moneys of England, was firſt coyned 
at a place, ſocalled, by Osbright a Saxon King of England, abone 
ſeuen hundreth yeares fince ; at which time an Gtince of Siluer was 
diuided into twentie pecces,and ſoeſtecmed twentie pence (as who 
ſhould 'ay ) ſomany peeces, which ſo continued by denomination 
vntill King Henrie the fixth his time , who(in regard of the inhan- 


. cing of Moneys in forreine parts)valued the ſame at thirtie pence. But 


The pound 
Troy diuided 
by weigut. 


there was more peeces made out of the ſaid ounce, and the former 
peeces went for three halfe pence vntill che time of King Edward the 
fourth, and thenthey were currant for two pence, and the ſaid King 
did value the ſaid ounce at fortie pence , vntill King Hexrie the 
cight did value the ounce of ſterling Siluer at fortic and fiue pence, 
and ſocontinued vntill King Edward the ſixth, and vntill Queene Ek- 
zbeth hertime, and then the verie ſame peecc,or the ſame penie was 
valued at three pence,and ſo did all threepences (coyned by the ſaid 
Queene) weigh buta pennie weight, and the fixe pence two pennie 
weight, and accordingly the ſhilling and other peeces, which. made 
the ounce to be valucd at fixtic pence or fiue ſhillings ; whereof 
twelucounces makethe pound Troy weight, which remained diui- 
ded neuertheleſſe in twentie pennic weight ; for the ſaid ounce be- 
ing ſtill the ſame in weight did retaine the ſamename, and foure and 
twentie graines alſo for euerie pennie weight ; andaccording to the 
{aid pound weight is the fineſſe of Siluer alſo divided. For if it be 


all pure Siluer without any Copper, called Allay,it is juſtly mou 
tweluc 
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ewelue ounces fine, becauſe that pound weighed twelue ounces, and 
hathno-mixture init; and ſocuerie c—_ conſequently rwentie _ — 
pennie weight in fineſſe, and cuerie pennie- weight is twentie and is fncdle. 
foure graines in fineſſe. 

The fineſſe of Gold is twentie and foure Carrats, and cuerie Car- Fizeſle of 
rat is foure graines in fineſſe, -and was heretofore accounted two. ©%% 
Carrats for an ounce of Siluer. Andall moneys of Gold and Sikuer 
do participate of this fineſſe,according ro their ſubſtance,which ma- 
kerh their ſtandards thereafter,whereby theſterling ſtandard contai- 
neth eleuen ounces and two penie weight of fine Siluer,and eighteen 
pennic weightof Copper : and our Angell Gold holdeth twentie 
and three Carrats,three grainesand one halte, and halfe a graine of 
Allay.as ſhall be hereafter more amplie declared, rogerher with the 
proportion berweene Goldand Siluer. 

Let vs now ſpeake of the properties of Moneys in the courſe of The proper- 
Trafficke,and make the effects thereof apparanrt. OO 

The firſt propertie is, That plentic of Money makerh generally all * 
things deere,and ſcarcitie of Money maketh generally things-good 
cheape : whereas particularly commodities arealio deere or good 
cheape, according to plentie or ſcarcitic of the commodities them- 
ſelues,andthe vſe of them. Money then (as the Bloud in thebodie) 
containeth the Soule which infuſerh life, for if Money bewanting, 
Trafficke doth decreaſe, although commodities be aboundant and 
good cheape : and on the contrarie, if Moneys be plentifull, Com- 
merce increaſeth, although commodities be ſcarce, and the price 
thereof is thereby more aduanced. Nay by Money a trade is made 
for the imployment of ir both at home andabroad : For thoſe'coun- 
tries (where things are good cheape)are deſtitute of trade, and want 
Moneys ; and although things for the bellieare good cheape,there is - 
leſſe benefit to be made by Merchants. | 

According to plentie or ſcarcitic of Money then, generally com- 
modities become deereor good cheape,and ſo ir came topaſſcof late 
yeares, that euerie thing is inhaunced in price by the aboundance of 
Bullion and Moneys (which came from the Weſt-Indies into Eu- , 
rope) whichlike vntoan Ocean, hath diuided her courſe into ſcue- drag 
rell branches through all countries,and the Money it ſelfe being alte- 
red by valuation as aforeſaid, cauſed the meaſure tobe made leſſer, 
whereby the number did increaſe to make vp the tale, being aug- 
mented by denomination from twentic to fixtie, orof thoſe latter 
yeares from fortie to ſixtie. 

So that plentic of Money concurring herein made evetic thing 
deerer, and eſpecially the forrcine commodities, as we haue noted 
before,which cauſed ſome mento be of opinion, Thatour Moneys 
ſhould be more inhaunced (as itwere) ſtriuing therein ro exceed 
other nations, wherein they are farre from the marke, for if that Atterxcios of 
were done, not onely all the forreine commodities would be deerer, M-ney ake- 
buralſo our home commodities, howbeit onely in name. The like i 
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would happen,if Moneys were(by allay of Copper) imbaſed, as ex- 
perience back proucd in the time of King Henrie the eight, and of 
latter yeares in the realme of Treland : ſo that weſee the Prouerbe to 
be true, That the unknowne diſeaſe putteth out the Phyſitians eye. The plen- 
tie of Money required, muſt be, not witha conſideration that we 
haue(or may ſeeme to haue)more moneysthan in times paſt, but ac- 

cording to the preſent great quantitie and aboundance of Moneyes 
now found in all countries, which (in effe) haue more proportio- 
nable part thereof than England hath. Neither was Money more 
plentifull when'an ounce of Siluer was valued but twentie pence, 

(iudging of Money as wedo of Commodities, either deere or good 

cheape according to the price)for Money muſt be ſtill the meaſure, 

and ouerruleth the courſe of Commodities : Howbeit Exchange of 
Moneys, is predominant oucr Commodities and Moneys,as ſhall be 

declared hereafter, 

The ſecond propertie of Money ( proceeding from the operati- 
on of Vſurie deuiſed thereupon , whereby the meaſure is ingroſſed 
and alſo falſified) is, That the rate of Vſurie is become the meaſure 
whereby all men trade,purchaſe,build, plant, or any other waies bar- 
gaine ; and conſequently all things depending vpon the premiſſes, 
are ruled and gouerned accordingly,as in the Chapterof Vſuric Po- 
liticke is declared, to the decreaſe of Trafficke and Trade, 

The laſt propertie of Money is, to haue an internall value in ſub- 
ſtance, whereupon the Exchanges of Money are grounded in ſo 
much that in countries wherethe tranſportation of Money 1s pro- 
hibited, and Merchants Strangers and others are commaunded to 
make their returnes in Commoditics,or by Exchange;ifthe Moneys 
be baſe, or of Copper , the value in Exchange will be made accor- 
dingly, to the vtter ouerthrow of all Commerce , for Moneys will 
haue ſubſtanriall value. 

Thus much for an IntroduQion concerning Moneys . Now 
let vs beginne from the originall of Metralls, and 
ſodeſcend to the Particulars and 
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223 Ll Philoſophers (by the light of Natureand long 


© or fced of all things, created of the foure Ele- 
Z ments, doth in a ſecret manner lowre within 
therwo Elements of Water and Earth , and that 


call cauſes, wiichare the begetters of corruption and imperfefion 
of all things, whereby we haue varietieof things which are delc@a- 
ble to the ſpirit of man . Hcreinthey obſerue the operation of rhe 
Sunne and Moone, and the other Planets and Starresin the generati- 
on of all things, which either haue a'Being or Exiſtence as the Ele- 
ments haue ; ora Being and Life, as vegirable Trees or Plants , or a 
Bcing, Life and Senſe,as Beaſts, Birds,and orher liuing creatures, or a 


Being, Life, Senſe and Reaſon, as Man hath, and all reaſonable crea- 


tures : which knowledge and wiſedome (no doubr ) the holy Pro- 
phet Avoſes did Jearne amongſt the Egyptians. Bur had theſe Philo- 
ſophers read the * Booke of Moſes of Creation and Generation, they 
would not haueaſcribed the guiding and conducting of all naturall 
things to the two Leaders, namely the Starres, and Nature, Hence 
it procedeth, that amongſt _—_ things (which haue a Being 
and Life) they reckonall mettalls, which haue their beginning from 


Sulphur andMercury, Tanquam ex patre Cf matre; which meeting and 
concurring rogether in the veines of theearrh, doe ingender through 


the heat and qualitie of the Climate by an' affiduall concoQtion, ac- 
cording to the nature of the earth wherein they mcer, which ( be- 
ing. cithergood and pure, or ſtinking and corrupt ) produceth the di- 
verſttic of the mertalls of Gold;Siluer, Copper, Tin,Lead,and Yron, 
in their ſeuerall natures : and hereupon they haue afſigned them yn- 
der their diſtin Planets, to bee beneuolent or maleuolent, as Lead 
vnder Satarne, Tinne vnder 1apiter, Yron vader Mars, Gold vnder Sol, 


Copper vnder Yenas ; Quickefiluer vnder Merrary, and Siluer vnder' 


Luna:hyo Mercury or Quickefiluer is one of the {cuen mertals,which 
being volatileand by his volubilitic running with euery one, is in na- 
ture aSthey arc, either goodor euill . And howſocuer they haue pla- 
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ced Tin vnder the bencuolent Planer 7upiter ; experience hath prog. 
ued ynto vs, that Tin is the poyſon of all merttalls. Sulphur is excly. 
ded,whlch they ſay is ofrwo colours, being white and corrupt in the 
Siluer,which therefore falleth away ; but red and pure in the Gold, 
and therefore permanent. 

Theſe diuerſities of mettalls being come to paſle by accidentall 
cauſes, is the cauſe that Art ( being Natures Ape by imitation) hath 
endeuoured to performe that wherein Nature was hindered.Where. 
upon Ariſtotle ſaith, Facilius eſt diſtruere Accidentale, quam Eſſentiale ,So 
that the Accidenrtall being deſtroyed,the Efſentiall remaineth, which 
ſhould be pure . But this cannot bee done without proieQion of the 
Elixar or Quinteſcenſe vpon metralls . Hence proceedeth the ſtudie 
of all the Philoſophers ro make their miraculous Stone, which(T 
confeſle ) is very pleaſant, and full of expeRation, whena man ſeeth 


Tranſm therrueand perfeR tranſmutation of merralls; Lead and Yroninto 
' Copper; the Ore of Lead into Quickeſiluer or Mercurie, with a ſmall 
charge toavery great profit,as it hath beene made for me, vntill the 
maker of it dyed within three monerhs after he had made almoſt 
foure thouſand pound weight, as good asany naturall Mercyrie could 
be,and that in ſfixe weekes time: 

To returne toour Philoſophers , concerning the Efſence of Met- 
talls, they haue beene tranſcendend in the knowledge thereof, for 

they ſhew the generation of Sulphur and AMercuriein this manner . 
TheEfſenceof The exhalations of theearth being cold and drie, and the vapours 
>uphurand of the ſeas being coldand moiſt ,/according to their natures, aſcen- 


Exh wlations, 
and yapours, 
&c. 


ding and mceting ina dueproportion and equalitie, and falling vpon 
ſomehilly or mountainous countrey , -where the influence of Sunne 
and Moone haue a continuall optration are the cauſe of gencration, 
or properly from it is Sulphur and Aercarie ingendered, penetrating 
intothe earth where there are veines of water, and there they con- 
geale into Gold or Siluer,or into the Ores'of Siluer, Copper, andall 
other metralls, participating or holding alwaics ſome little mixture 
of the beſt , or being in nature better or worſe according to the ſaid 
accidenrall cauſes . So:thar'they doe atrribute the generation to the 
operation of the influences of the Sunne and Moone : where the 
Bovuke of God ſheweth:vs the creation of all things in heauen and 
carth, and the furniture thereof , The-earth( being the driepart of 
the Globe of the world ) did appeare and was made the third day, 
containing in itthe Orcs ot all metralls and mineralls , whereas the 
Sunneand Moone werecreated afterwards on the fourth day, whoſe 
operation was incident to the things created, but not before . In like 
manner ( ſay they ) are-Diamonds, Rubies, and other precious ſtones 
ingendred , according to the puritie of the matter, and the portio- 
nable participation of euery element therein : if the exhalations(be- 
ing ſubrile) do ſuperaboundand preuaile over the vapours,then here- 
of is Sulphur ingendred, and if this ſubtile exhalation be mixed with 
the moiſt yapours, and wanteth decoction, as being in a mo 
place, 
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place, it becommeth Mercuric or Quickefiluer,which can indure no 
hear or fircat all. 

The firſt mettall mentioned in the holy Scripture, is Gold, which 
was found in the riuer Piſſon, running through the Garden of Eden Gen. 2.12; 
into the countrey of Hauila, where Gold doth grow, and this was in Goldgrowetk. 
the Eaſt : according to which obſervation, all the veynes of Mines 
runne from Eaſt towards Weſt,with the courſe of the Sunne, as ſhall 
be more declared. 

To this argument appertaineth the Philoſophicall ſtudic of Pri- primanareris, 
2a Materia,to be found out by experience for the great worke of Z4- _—— 
pus Philoſophorwm, by the operation of the Sunne,in ſeuen yeares ; the OY 
practiſe whereof was made abour fortie yeares ſince, by a Germane 
Door of Phylicke, at Danſicke in the Eaſt countreys (as I haue been 
informed by a friend of mine, who was alſo a Phyſician ) and was 
donein this manner, according to the bigneſle of the bodie of the 
Sunne, being 166 times bigger than the whole Globe of the earth The body of 
and water, making the circumference of the world , whereupon hee be _—_— 
tooke 166 vialls orglaſſes, whercin hee did put, of allthe Ores of ———_—— 
mettalls and mineralls, and other things which had any affinitiewith whole Globe, 
mineralls, and ſome of them mixed, and calcinedall of them , and 
cloſing or nipping vpall the glaſſes by fire, he did expoſe them to the 
Sun inan eminent place, for and during the ſaidrime of ſeuenyeares, 
and found thereby ( as it was reported ) Prima Materia, which was re- 
duced to ſeuen glaſſes ; howſocuer, it was certaine that he grew verie 
rich, and bought abouc one hundreth houſes in that Citic before hee 
died : which was an occaſion, that my friend ( imitating him ) did 
likewiſe place nor farre from London ſeuen glaſſes, with calcined 
mertalls made of the ores of metrallsand minerals, vpon a houſe rop 
againſt the backe of a chimney, where the repercufſion of the Sunne 
did worke ypon them , which was admirable to behold from fix mo- 
neth roſix moneths , not onely by the ſublimation of colours veric 
variable and Celeſtiall , butalſo of the rare alteration of the Stuffe, 
being ſometimes liquid,another time drie, or part of it moiſt; aſcen- 
ding and deſcending, very ſtrange to behold, as my ſelfe haue ſeene 
divers times from yeareto yeare : ſome had beene there two, three, 
foure,fiue,and one almoſt ſcuen yeares, the colour whereof had been 
yellow, then white in the ſuperticies, thenas blackeas pitch, after- 
wards darke red, with Starres of Gold in the vpper parrt of the glaſle, 
and ar laſt of che colour of Oranges or Lemons, and the ſubſtance al- 
moſt drie . Many were the queſtions betweene him and me, but hee 
was confident that there was the Elixar, howbeit very doubrfull 
that hee ſhould neuerinioy the ſame; and it came ſoto paſle, for afrer 
a long lickeneſſe hedied of a burning Ague, and a Gentleman gaue a 
ſummeof money to his wife for that glaſſe, whereof I haue nor heard 
any thing theſe ſeuenyeares . In this glaſſe hee would ſhew mee the 
working of this quinteſcence, according tothe deſcription of Ripley, , .. .,., p 
who he was aſſured hadthe Zapi, and ſo had Friar Bacow, and Norton prorum. 
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of Briſtoll. Xelley had by his ſaying , ſome little part ro make pro- 
ieftion , bur it was not of his owne making . The chargeto makeir, 
was little ornothing to ſpeake of, and might bee done in ſeuen mo- 
neths, if a man did begin ir vpon the right day . Thetwelue operatj- 
ons of Ripley, he declared vnto me, were but fix, and then it reſterh, 
for ( faith he ) all Philoſophers haue darkened the ſtudie of this bleſ. 
ſed worke, which God hath reucaled toa few humble and charitable 
Riplezs rwelue men . Calcination, Difſolution,and Separation,are bur one, and ſois 
gates, Coniuntion and Putrifation ; likewiſe Cibation and Fermenrati. 
on ; then followeth Congelarionzand at laſt Multiplication and Pro. 
jietion, whichare alſo bur one . For mine owne part, ſceing that no 
man can be perfect in any one Science, I hold it not amifle fora man 
ro hauc knowledge in moſt or inall things. For by this ſtudie of Alcu- 
mie,men may atraine to many good experiments of diſtil[ations Chi- 
micall, Fire-workes , and othcr excellent obſeruations in Nature, 
which being farre from Merchants profeſſion , T hope ſhall not giue 
offence to the Reader of this Booke, ſecing ir is bur in one Chapter 
(accidentally ) handled . Neither will I craue pardon of the Muſes 
(as it were)infinuating to the world to haue a far greater knowledge 
in theſe trialls or concluſions ; but ro ſatisfie the curioſitie of ſome, 
that it may be (w:th a gaping mouth ) expect to vnderſtand ſome- 
what of the Stuffe put inro theſe glaſſes, I may ſay ( as I was infor- 
med) That in ſome was the calcined ore of Sil :er and Gold, in ſome 
other Mercurie calcined , and Sulphur in ſome other : Aiſenike for 
the Ayre,Sulphur for the Fire, Mercury for Water, and Seacoale for 
the Earth , were pur altogether, as the fourc Elements. In ſome 
other glaſle was Vitrioll and Orpiment, and what more I doe not 
now remember, concluding, That where Nature giuethabilitie, Art 
giveth facilitie. 

I haue read all the Bookes of Paracelſus, that I could find hitherto, 
and in his Booke De Tran/mmtatione Rerums , | doc findrothis purpoſe 
the obſeruations following , concurring with my friends opinion 
concerning Ripleys 12 Diuiſions , comprized into fixc, and the ſe- 
uenth is the matter it ſelfe and the labour or working reſteth, where- 
with I doe end this Chapter,and proceed to the ſurer ground of the 
Mines of Mertralls, 

One quod in Fripore ſoluitur, continet eErum Spiritum ſalis , quem in 
ſublimatione wel diſtillatione, acquirit &r aſſumit. 

Omne quod in Frigore vel re ſoluttur terum calore, Tonis coagulatur 
in Pulnerem wel Lapidem . Solutio vero Calors, ſol uit omnia pingua (+ om- 

| nia Sulphurea : Et quicquid calor ignis ſoluit : hoc coagulat , Frigus in 
. maſſam, C7 quicquid calor coagulat, hoc ſoluit rurſus /er to Frigor. 
Gradus ad Tranſmutationem ſunt ſeptem. 

Calcinatio , Sublimatio, Solutio , Pmtrifactio, Diſtillatio, Coagulatio & 
Timtura, 

Sabgradus Calcinationis, compr ehenduntur, Reuerber atio or Cementatio. . 

Sub Swblimatione, Exaltio, Elenatio, o5 Fixatio. þ 
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Sub Solutione, Diſſolutio £5 Reſolutio, 
Sub Putrifattione, Digeſtio, (5 Circulatio, qui tranſmmat colores, ſep4- 
rat purum ab impure ; purum ſuperius jmpurum inferius. 

Sub Diſtillatione,_Aſcenſio, Lauatio &F Fixatio. 

Coagulatioeſt duplex ; ona /Er1, altera 1gnm. | 

Tintur4 tinvit totum corpus,vy eſt fermentum maſſe, farinacee Cr paris, 

Secundum eſt,Q nod calidins liqueſcunt,eo celerins tintura tranſcurrit ſicut 
fermentum penetrat, 65 totam maſſam acetoſitate mficit 5. = 

Sequitur Mortificatio && Fixatio ſulphuris, & m Libro ae Reſuſcitatione 
Rerum : Reduttio metallorum in mercurinm VU. 


CT 


CHrae., II, 
Of Mumes Royal. 


©£F HeMines called Royall are only of Gold, Siluer, 
A. 12 ag{ Copper, of which three mettalls Princes 
s.Q 2Be madechoiceto make their moneys of, ſimple or 

x [4% mixed, as ſhall be hereafter declared . Bur for 
ow ”& as much as Siluer is fourd in the l-ad Mines, and 
a >© } that the filuer Mines haue their Ores mixt with 
SEW EY > hard lead allo, it happeneth many times, that 
there are great queſtions about theſe Mines, when Princes will 
claime their intereſt in ſome lead Mines,becauſe they are rich in fil- 
uer : as of late yeares berweene Queene Elizabeth and the Earle of 


Northumberland, as you may read in Maſter Plowdens Commenta- 


ricof Booke Caſcs, where it was adiudged, That if a Mine be found 
richer inſiluer of more value within the Ore, than of lead, all char- 
ges of the working of both mettalls being fully paied ; the Prince 
may claime the ſame to be a Mine Royal : wherein muſt be had great 
aduiſement, ſome Ore inone place being richer than other Ore in 
another place of rhe ſamc Mine, whereof we may handle in his pro- 
per place of other Mines. 


Peginning therefore with Gold,the moſt precious mettall, let ys Gold Mines, 


obſcrue, Thar theſame is found in hills,riuers, and in the earth, but 
not mixt in Ore, as Siluer,Copper,and other mettals. That which is 
found in the riuers is the fineſt,as containing leſſe corruption, and is 
all of one goodnes otherwiſe. There is Mayden-gold, ſo called be- 
Cauſe it wasneuer in the fire. Naturally all Gold hath alittle Stluer 

in 
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Crayford 
Moore 19 
Scotland. 


Brickell Hill 
in England, 


An obſeruati- 
on to find out 
any Mines. 


Cold climates 
haue aboun- 


ded with Gold, 


in it, asalſo ſome Copper, and comming out of the ground it is ſoft, 
and doth harden by the ayre. Such Gold as hath noneed to berefi- 
ned , but may be vſ{edaccording to his fineſſe in workes, or to make 
money, is called _A4nsrum obriſon: ſuch was the Gold which fir Beuzs 
Bulmer knight brought out of Scotland , found in the ſands of the 
riuers neere vntothe Gold Mines of Crayford-moore, which was 
aboue twentic and two Carrats fine, and better than the French 
crowne Gold. I ſaw ſomecighteene ounces of it which was in bi 
oraines, ſome like peaſe found out by the Sheepheards, by whoſe 
meancs that place hath beene diſcovered inthe Jattertime of queen 
Elizabeth.Some other Gold hath beenc found out alfo in Scotland 
within a white ſparre, wherin it groweth,ncere the ſuperficies of the 
earth,8 runneth into ſmal veyns like pins, fir to be refined by quick- 
filuer from the ſparre, becauſe it is as pure Gold asany found in 
Africa or Barbarie, which we call Angell Gold, holding buthalfe a 
graine of Allay.I haue ſeene the like ſparre of Gold which was found 
in England in the countieof Lincolne at Brickell hill necre Spilsbie 
by Lincolne. 

Bur neither this place or any other are lookt into for the rea- 
ſons hereafter declared, being rightworthie to be regarded witha 
curious eye, and an induſtrious vnderſtanding ; and conſequently 
many other, whereof this Monarchie of Great Britraine is rarely 
bleſſed, 1nd eſpecially in Scorland where much barren ground is : for 
God in his divine wiſdome doth counteruaile the ſaid barrenneſle of 
the ſoile, with the riches contained within thgbowels of the earth, 
as in fertile ground with the Corne and fruits$rowing vpon the ſu- 
perficies thereof : which may ſerue vs for an obſeruation, eſpecially 
where we find riuers of water running about the hillie places 1m dales, 
which the Spaniards did ſo much regard in the Weſt-Indies, ſeeking 
after Mines, that in all places where they found not the ſame, they 
preſently gaue ouer theſearch after them. 

Gold doth come out of many countries, as out of the mountaines 
in Bohemia,riuers of Pannonia in Hungarie, out of the kingdome of 
Sweaden ; but it is all exhauſted. There was wont to come out of 
Spaine of the riuers and mountaines aboue twentie thouſand pound 
weight yearely, which is worth aboue eight hundreth thouſand 
pounds ſterling ; butthere is none found now. In the Iſland of Santo 
Domingo all 1s exhauſted alſo , and ſowill ir be in Perou, and the 
Wcſt-Indies : it is more like to continue in Africa and Barbarie, be» 
cauſe of the climate, albeit chat Hungarie in Pannonia lyeth vnder 
fiftie and three degrees,and is a colder climate than ours, and never- 
thelefſe hath ycelded aboundance of Gold fince the yeare 1 527,vn- 
till the yere 1 568, as by a certaine record appearcth, which was kept 
thereof, The King of Spaine was wont to haue from Caſtle de Mi- 
na (vpon the coaſt of Africa) aboue cightie thouſand pounds worth 
euerie yeare,which is now almoſt decreaſed tothe one halte : and all 
along that coaſt, the Hollanders and the French Merchants _=_ 
pune 
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plaine of the ſmall quantitie now extant, or there tobe found, to 
make returne of their commodities (Hides and Waxe not being ſo 
plentiful as in timespaſt.)Turkic is hindered alforo haue ſuch quan- 
titic of Gold as in times paſt came out of Perſia vnto them. 


Of the Gold of Ophir,weheare bur a diſcourſe of old obſeruati- Gold of Oyhit 


on ; That Salomon had the Gold from that place to beautifie the tem- 
ple of Teruſalem, and his pallace. This is held robe the Iſland of 


Sumatra or Taprobana,bcing the greateſt of all the Orientall Iſlands, Theſcicuacion 
and is diuided from the firme land of Malacca by aſtrait and daun- * Suman. 


gerous ſea,by reaſon of many Iſlands and Cliffes that are within it, 
It lyeth vnder nine degrees onthe South-ſide of the Line,which no 
doubt is veric rich of Mines of Gold,S:luer,and Copper. The Hol- 
landers did touch thercin their firſt yoyage they made for rhe Eaſt- 
Indies, where the Inhabitants make excellent Brafle Pceces,and arc 
opulent in all things. But I neuer haue yet heard of any Gold brought 
from thence, neither from the Ifland of Iaua Maior, which lyeth 
right ouer the Iſland of Sumatra, on the South-fide of the Aquino- 
iall Line,which may beghercafter ſhal appeare for out of all doubt, 
menstreaſures are hourded vp in Gold in many places. Itis recorded 
that Dawid left in Gold(bcſides Siluer) 180 millions ſterling, accor- 
ding to the calculation : But Salomon letr behind him but one tenth 


part of that,namely eighteene millions, 


Siluer is alwaies found more aboundautly, becauſe of the number Siluer Mingp, 


of Siluer Mines foynd in diuers countries, and for that all Leade 
Mines containe ſome Siluer, eſpecially rhe poore Lead Mines, the 
Ore whereof yeeldeth but ſmall quantitie of Lead, either 25 or 
30 ® weight in ons hundreth of Ore; and that Siluer containeth 
likewiſe ſome Gold, found ſometimes to be three or foure ounces in 
one hundreth pound weight, beſides the Copper inthe Silucr Ore. 

The Siluer Mines of Hungarie and Bohemia,as alſo Sweaden, are 
drawne out, but do continuc in Germanie (in many places) which . 
have properly the Silver Ore of the Celeſtiall colour with finegraing 
eliſtring like little ſtatres. In Saxonie the Mines are richer: ſo are 
the Mines of the Scucrſtall Mountaines, which haue continually , 
yeelded fix or eight thouſand pound weight a yere,but are wrought 
vpon at leaſure. | 

The Mines in the Weſt-Indies are the principall in quantitie of 
poore Ore, where mane hands makelight worke. Forthe King of 
Spaine doth diuide his grounds by proportion to his ſubiets to 
worke for him,allowingthem money and Quicke-ftluerto ſeperate 
the filuer from the droflic ſubſtance,andthey muſt pay him againe in 
Siluer after acertaine rate ; and were it not for the quantitic of Ore, 
the Siluer would be veric little, For Iam afſurcd by the informarti- 
on of one Don Rodrico de Cordua of the houſe of Toledoga knight who 
had lived in the Weſt-Indies many yeares, and attended the great 


Seuerſtall Sil, . 


Mine of Potoſie, That the Ore thereof containeth not aboue x + Porofic Mine 


ounce of Siluer in a hundreth : the like was affirmed by a Portugall 
called 


of Siluer in the 
Weſt-Iadics. 
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called Antonio Diaz, who had dwelt thirtie and two yeares in the 
ſaid Weſt-Indies. I was interpreter betweene our ſoueraigne Lord 
 Tames, andthe ſaid Antonio,when he made the triall of the Silver Ore 
of Scotland in the Tower of London with Quick-filuer before the 
King,and did informe his Maieſtie hereof ; as alſo that the beſt Siluer 
Mine that euer was wrought vpon in the Weſt-Indies,did not con- 
taine aboue cight ounges in one hundreth weight. The Mines in Ger- 
charles Mine . manie are farre richer : ſome containe thirtic and fortie ounces, that 
in Miſnia, _ © js to ſay;by the mixt merttall Ore, taking of it diſquiſitiuely, or here 
and there : for the bloſſome of Siluer appearing in ſome braunches 

is fine or better than ſterling,which therfore doth nor proportionate 

the goodneſſe of the Mine ; whereof more hereafter. Now leauing 

the Mines of the Earle of Mansfield,and others that are in Tiroll and 

other places of Germanie, we muſt not forger to giue the due com- 

REM mendation vnto thenoble Duke of Brownſwicke , that to his loſſe 
Duke of did maintaine the Siluer Mine of the Wild-man;or Sauage, in his 
Browneſwikes countrie, onely to ſet the people on worke, being indeed but a Mine 
connr's of courſe Lead,whereof he had great ſtore, hererofore,ſix hundreth 
weight of Ore making but one hundreth of Lead, and that hundreth 

of Lead hath but 1 5 ounce of Siluer,whercof his Dollers are made; 

expreſſing the ſameby the Inſcription(which may verie wellbe afſu- 

med by many,for their Poſie) Alys inſerutendo conſumor,As the candle 
doth,which by conſumption of it ſelfe, doth giue light vnto others. 

The ſtampe of thoſe Dollersis a ſauage man,holdinga burning can- 

dle in one hand, and the trunke of a tree in the other hand, and the 

Emperors Armes on the other fide. 

Silger Mines FT cannottherefore without griefe diſcourſe of the Siluer Mines 
o:Great Brit- of this Monarchie of Great Brittaine,and heartily lament to ſee them 
| liedead and buried in obliuion, becauſeT have heretofore ſought to 
aduance the working of them : for it isnow about foureteene yeares 

fince I cauſed divers workemen tocome out of Saxonic, Brown{ſwike 

and other places in Germanie at my great charges,to the number of 
ſeuenteene perſons, ſome for the Silucr Mines in the Biſhopricke of 
=p Dureſme,others forthe Lead Mines in Richmondſhire inthe corfaty 
of Yorke, ſome for the Allome workes there alſo, and ſome for the 

making of Steele in VWales,wherein the noble Lord Eare deceaſed, 
and certaine London Merchants had vndertaken to proceed with 
me.The aQtion being applauded by a great perſonage then in autho- 
ritic, andnow deceaſed, who promiſed all the fauour that he could 
do: but he had ſome other priuat deſigns herein, as he had alſo in the 
Siluer Ore of Scotland, whereof weare now tointreate: in ſomuch, 
that the actions of theſe two Lords were like vato Phactens horſes, 
for all was ſet intoa combuſtion, and the poore men went begging 
homewards, to our exceeding great loſle of the benefits in expeRta- 
tion, our Mines being richer than thoſe of the Weſt-Indies, wherof 
I haue made (and cauſed to be made) many trialls, of aboue twentie 
ſcuerall ſorts of Siluer Orcs, The two Mines of Muggleſwike on 

| War 
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Wardall at Dureſme containe ſixe and cight ounces of filuer in the _ _ 
hundrech, which being fallen in, mzy with a reaſonable charge bee ** Oe 
brought in working, according to the information which I rooke of 

the inhabitants there, at which time I did intend to goe further into 
Lancaſhire to Slaithborne Mine , holding aboue foure ounces of fil- Slaithborne 
ver in the hundreth ; bur being in the Wintertime, andthe weather — al 
very foule Iwas diuerted, not without diſcontent, becauſe it is the 

countrey where my aneeſtors and parents were borne, 

The Siluer Mine at Combmartin in Cornewall, holdeth tenne Combmartin 
ounces inthe hundreth, where Sir Beais Bulmer did worke for a time, i> Cornewall. 
which is deepe and oucrflowne with water ; but there are diuers 
branches of that Mine running many miles off ſpread intothe earth, 
and withintheſe two years ſome Ore was ſent me from Barneſtaple Mines of Gluer 
of a branch of that Mine, lying within one foor and a halfe of rhe Þy Barnſtaple 
ſuperficies, which ypon divers trialls of one pound weight ar once, | 
holdeth by computation aboue ten ounces of Siluer, bur little Lead, 
for cuery pound did produce aboue two penny weight in Siluer,and 
is not difficult in the melting. The parrie in whoſe ground it is found 
will not hauc it touched nor medled with,fearing his grounds ſhall be 
ſpoiled, and the Mine taken from him, which is knowen abouc halfe 
amile of one foot broad . Howſoeuer I thought good to remember 
this for our poſteritic, for there may come a time that induſtrious 
men ſhall be more regarded. 

It werealſo injurious, if I ſhould not remember the Siluer Mines $iluer Mines 
of Scotland, eſpecially that Mine which lyeth in the grounds of Sir ©tScerland, 
Thomas Hamilion Knight , Lord Aduocate of Scotland, within cigh- 
teenc miles of Edenborough towards the ſea fide, diſcouered inthe 
yeare 1607, by meanes of a Collier, as I am informed. In the report 
of the goodneſle of this Mine hath beene very great diucrſitie, accor- 
ding as they found the Ore of ſeuerall veynes, as wee haue noted be- 
fore, for thebloſſome of Siluer Ore, or the ſmall veynes cannot giue A fogalar 
truedireRion of the richneſſe of the Mine , which is the cauſe thar __ 
the Spaniards in the Weſt-Indies,hauing found any veyneof a Mine, J 
they will purſue the ſame towards the Eaſt and ſecke to find out ( as it 
were )the Trunke or Body of the Tree, which they call Beta, ſaying 
Es meneſter ſiempre buſcar la Beta de la mina, Wee muſt alwayes ſceke at- 
ter the bodie of the Mine, which may bee ſometimes three or foure 
foot broad,when the veynes are like an arme or finger:and according 
to the triall made thereof they giuetheir judgement, not by the tri- 
all of the ſubtile aſſay , but by ſome good quantitie, and increaſing 
their ſaid trialls by ſome additements fit for the nature of the mer- 
tall Ore,as they iudge the ſame ro be . For all diſcaſes cannot be cu- 
red with one remedieinall perſons, although the diſeaſe be alike; ſo 
may it bee ſaid of thoſe that make trialls of the Ores of metralls, for 
ſome trialls did report $0 pound of Siluer in one hundreth weight, 
others 60, 40,35 ®,and 20 ®,and then it fell into ounces,which 
wasmore reaſonable and naturall , as I informed then ſome Priuie 
Coun- 
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Councellor, and the ſaid Sir Beuiss Bulmer, whereupon it pleaſed his 
? Maicſtie,and the Lords of the R 'pht honourable Priuie Councell, to 
appoint tenne Tunnes of the ſaid Siluer Ore to bee brought into the 
Tower of London, whereof one Tunne of twentic hundreth weight 
was indifferently rakenand calcined or grinded together, and there. 
unto were two Tuns of Lead added and commixed, and afterwardes 
molten by a continuall fire and hand-blaſt of foure men,according as 
I hauenoted in writing. And there was a cake of filuer remaining 
weighing 157 £ ounces, and theextraQion out of the Lead was ſome 
foure or fiue ounces more ; ſothat it was reported to bee 22 ounces 
in the hundreth weight of Ore, but the charge was great. 

There was alſo another triall made by William Beale, with a farre 
leſſer quantitic of Lead , and roaſting the Ore ; and by Maſter Broad 
and others, as Maſter Ruſſell, who refined the ſame with the ſlag of 
Lead ; others by Lead Ore to faue charges, and they all founda- 
boue 22 ounces of filuer in the hundreth weight of Ore. And ſodid 
Sir Richard Martin Knight, Maſter worker of his Maieſties Mint, late- 
ly deceaſed, who deliuered vnro mee at times 2o pound weight of 
the ſaid Ore, grinded, ſhaddered and waſh:d, which I did ſend be- 
yond the ſcas vntoan expert Mint-maſter, and withall a particularof 
the manner of trialls which euery man had made here; as alſo of the 
triall made by the Portugall with Quickefiluer, whotound 2 z or 24 
Ounces ; his anſwere was, That vpon his firſt triall hee found 42 oun- 
ces, & of the other leſſe,and that the ore was eafie to be wrought(but 
not by the meanes that all thoſe men had vſed) and with little char- 
gcs ; andthat themanner to refine with Quickeſiluer, was good for 
poore Mines of two or three ounces, where the Ore had little or no 
Lead;and that the commixture of the Mine was very brittle,and Bel- 
mettall, and ſo did all the other Refiners affirme. For the ſaid Ore 
doth looke betweene white and blew for the moſt part, and is like 
the Bell metrall found in good quantitic about Briſtoll, which is yſed 
ro make ſomekind of Alkemic beyond the ſeas, and this muſt bee al- 
laied roqualifie the brittlenefſe with ſome minerall, of all which1 
haue made a record in my Booke of Collefions. 

In the moneth of Auguſt 1608, there came two ſhips beforethe 
Tower of London from Scotland, laden with ſome 400 barrels of 
this filuer Ore, in weight ſome hundreth tuns lading, which were 
there landed & deliuered vntothe Lord Xnywet, Warden of the Kings 
Mint, whereof 25 tunnes was taken promiſcuouſly and grinded,and 
afterwards alſodiſtribured vnto divers Refiners and others , and the 
triall of maſter Broad was beſt, who found 28 ounces in the hundreth 
of Ore . Of this quantitie Sir Richard Martis had three tuns, where- 
of ſome was ſent to my friend beyond the ſeas : Interim, theſe trialls 
and concluſions fo differing brought the ſaid Ore ( together with 0- 
ther proceedings) into ſome diſgrace , whereupon ( according vnto 
commiſſiongiuen mee) I made an offer to buy the 80 tunnes remal- 


ning inthe Tower, to-a great perſonage,to giue it for 24 pound the 
run, 


—_ 


Lex «Mercatoria. 


tun, to be tranſported to my friend into Holland paying readie mo- 
ney : time was taken to give mean anſwere, and then difficultic was 
made, forthat treaſure was not to be exported, vnleſſe by returning 
the quantitie of filuer by weight ; heereupon concluſion was made 
to bring in ſo much Bullion of filueror royalls of plate. But when all 
cametoall, with running vp and downe,and further offering to deale 
for greater quantities, and to take it in Scotland I was put off with 
this conſideration, That it was a diſhonour to England , not to haue 
men of as good experience as any were beyond the ſeas, where- 
by the Kings loſſe was 2000 ® ; for his Highneſle gaue the ſame 
afterwards vnto James ©Achinſon his Grauer of the Mint heereto- 
fore, who brought the ſame to nothing, being vnskilfull of the re- 
fining of it. And thus are good matters marred in the handling, 
and workes brought at a ſtay or hindered ,. as I haue before ſet 
downe . There are many rich Mines in Scotland, if wee compare 
them tothe Weſt-India Mines;and in Wales, wherethe Lead Mines 
are poore,they containe the more filuer of x 5, two and three oun- 
cesin the hundreth of the Ore, which will not yeeld aboue 40 or 


44 ® weight of Lead, and the Ore of the Mine which holdeth three 


ounces, containeth but 25 pound of Lead. The Mines moſt knowne 
are thoſe in Cardiganſhire in Wales, where maſter Hazh Midale- 
ton of London Gold-{mith , hath beſtowed very great charges, as 
he did in bringing the water-workes to the Citie of London , ſo he 
bringeth now filuerto the Tower to bee minted : 


' the Ore being 
foure ounces in the hundreth, or 80 ounces in the tun, and the leſle 


in Lead for the richer the Ore is in Lead , the*poorer it is in ſiluer. 


Good matrers 
marr'd in the. 


Plus Pencer 
xe dive. 


So one hundreth of the beſt Ore of Lead will make neere 70 ® of 
Lead, and holdeth but + ounce of filuer, not worth the charges of 


refining, as we ſhall declare, 

The Lead Mines in Ircland, doe containe more filuer than theſe 
Mines of Darbicſhire, and Somerſetſhire, called Peake and Men- 
difſe Lead, | 

The Saxons, which were procured to come into England, had no 
morc, nonot ſo much expericnce as our retiners of London,for by ſa- 
ving of Lead, they found leſſer quantitie of filuer, and fo all was gi- 
uen ouer. 

The third ſort of Mines Royall, arethe Copper Mines, whichare 
found alſoin divers Countreys, which arenot ſo plentifull in Hun- 
parie( where the beſt is ) as in times paſt, but are very aboundant in 
Sweaden, howbeit that it is very meanc and inferiour in goodnelle. 
There arealſo Copper Mines in Germany ; and the Duke of Brun- 
ſwickes countrey : as alſo certaine naturall Copperas waters, where- 
in they caſt from time to time great quantitie of old Yron, which 
within fixe weekes or two moneths doth tranſmute into Copper. 
England hath diuers Copper Mines : at Keaſwike neere Scotland 
are made ſome fortie tunnes yearely by certaine Germanes there in- 
habiting , it containcth ſome o_ Some Mines of Copper Ore 

a arc 


Copper Mines 


Natural] wa- 
'ter of Coppee 
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tunne of Copper be commonly 30 ® , yer if {eyen tunne of Cop. 
= one tunne-of Copper , it may yeeld good benefit, 


water,would make of fixtuns one of Copper : hereupon (for F on P 
ip.to 

take my aduice,and to conclude the bargain; for when Idid mkang 

the charge of grindingand roaſting of the ore,the making of the great 

quantitic of Allome water and Copperas, the conſumption of yron 

plates decreaſing in weight, with all the tubs and vtenfills, the long 

time of imbibition, and conſequently workemens wages,I found the 

charge to exceed, and that the courſe of ordinary melting was to be 

preferred : andſo experience hath fince proued the ſame,to the great 

lofſe of the vndertakers . For when workes arc clogged with im- 

menſue charges in the beginning,it choketh the benefir eucr after,as 

weſhall preſently declare. Sccing that profit is the radicall moiſture 

of ſuch and the like ations, his Maieſtic hath beene graciouſly plea- 

The Compa- ſed, to incorporate a Companie of worthy perſons, for all Royall 

cieotRoyall Mines,by Letters Pattents, and hath reſerued but one fifteenth part 
to himſelfe . Bur there is none of that Companie that doth aduance 

any works,that I can learne. I would to God that the Mines Royal or 

others, would proue to be worth ten thouſand pounds yearely , and 

aboue ; whereby his Highneſſe( according tothe ancient Maxime of 

the Law)might claime his intereſt as they ſay ; for it is well knowne 

how gracious and bountifull his Maicſtie is alwayes. 

; The great wealth of the Weſt-Indies would not bee ſo ad- 

7 epi mirable vnto vs , the Report whereof is greater than the Truth, 
thouſand and the Spaniſh Millions are not ſterling Millions : Ncuerthe- 
————_ leſſe let vs reckon them with the moſt, which is three hundreth thou- 
_ ſand pound ſterling. And when the Fleet of the Welt-Indies, and 
Noua Eſpagna bringeth eight or nine Millions, it is a great mat- 
ter. And to make this apparant, I haue heere ſet downe the grea- 
teſt Treaſure that euer came at any one time, which was in the yeare 
1587, 25 aprouiſion for the great Armada then preparing : where- 
viito 
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unto great beneuolences had beene gathered, in regard of the meri- 
rorious ation, which God from Inuincible made Inuifible. The Re- 
viſter of the treaſure was(with the moſt)namely, 


From Noa Eſpana and Terr4 firme. 


For the King. For particular perſohs. , ._... 
7 - brance of the 
$100 Ingots of Silver. 5 millions Teaſted {il- 8r<arcf, reue: 
12 Cheſts with Gold. uer. Weſt-Indies. 
300 thouſand Royals of cight. 1500 Markes of Gold of 
20 Caſes with Pearles. eight ounces. 
1 Cheſt with Emeraulds. 1500 Markes of Pearles, 
5600 Roues of Cutchenille. 1 Cheſt,Emeraulds. 
From Mcxico, d 
For the King. For particular perſons. 
1900 thouſand Peſos of Silver, 2 millions in Siluer. 
1109 Markes of Gold. ' 64 thouſand Hides. 


25 thouſand ® Indico, 


From Santo Domingo Iſland, 
35 thouſand Hides. 
900 Cheſt Sugar of 1000 ® weight. 
22 thouſand Kintals of Ginger. 
13 thouſand Kintals of Logwood. 
5o Kintals of Salſaparilla, 
48 Kintals of Caniafiſtula. 
64 Roues of Cottonwooll. 


All the Gold and Siluer was valued at thirteene millions, and 
all the commodities at three millions, whereof the King 
had twelue millions and one halfe De claro: wherewith 
we conclude this Chapter of the Mines Royall, 
and are moued to write alſo of other Mines 
and Minerals contrarie to our firſt in- 

; tention, but briefely, as 
followeth. 
EA 
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Cnaye, III. 


Of Mines and Minerals. 


8 He next in order tobe treated of are Tin Mines, 
yY which are but few in number in all countries, 
as and in Germanie onely found ſomewhat plenti- 
full, but the Tin is blackiſh and corrupt : ſo that 
@ our Engliſh Tinin Deuonſhireand Cornewall is 
Pe >). the only Tin of all the World,which containeth 
> CL WÞy > A foure ounces of Gold ina thouſand, whereof 
there is ſome twelue hundreth thouſand made yearely.Ithath been 
ſold for many yeares at anvnder value : but his maieſtichath by way 
of Przemption aduanced the price thereof, which belongerh tothe 
Dukes of Cornewall, and conſequently vnto thenoble Prince of 
Wales Charles,ſonne and heire apparant to our ſoueraigne Lord king 
James. This Praemprion is letten toferme to certaine Merchants, 
andrhegouernment of the Staneries, with all the good orders obſer- 
ued therein, and thecoynage of Tinto demonſtrate the goodneſſe 
is profitable to the kingdome, anddeſerueth great commendation, 
as isalreadie noted. 

Leade Minesare found in all cold countries,eſpecially in Germa- 
nicin the dukedome of Brownſwike, bur it is blacke of colour,and 
yntill it be refined it is vnſeruiceable, and conſequently nor ven- 
dible.- The old Duke had almoſt made a wall about the citie of 
the ſowes and pigges of Leade,  vntill our Leade became deere 
and ſcant, and that.an Antuerpian did reach them how to refine 
their Leade in taking away the cobble (which is like vnto a knot in 
a peece of timber)which made the Leadebrittle, and by his meanes 
all the Dukes Leade was ſold in Italic, Spaine, and other places, in 
France,and elſewhere. 

ny and Ireland haue many Leade Mines, containing alſo 
Stluer. | % 
The Leade Mines of England are ſcituated in diuers places of 
the kingdome, bur moſt in Darbiſhire in the hills of Peake,Somer- 
ſerſhire,and Wales. | 

There is great difference in the Ore, as hath beene noted. There 
are alſo many Lead Mines in Richmondfſhire vnder the countie of 
Yorke, where I went to view them,anzo 1606, about Arkendale,and 
thenew Foreſt, hauing prepareda long Yron boare of cightcene = 
ong 


—— 
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long for tharpurpole , and there I did obſerue within the compaſſe , .. .. 
of Cater abords ſcituation-of Arkendale ggbetwixt two hills, —_ —_ 
the one lying North called Windike,and the other South-Weft cal- _ inYork- 
led Molderley, adioyning vntoanother hill*called Pouncy, lying © 
eſt from Molderſey,all belonging vnto the King, andby leaſe vn- 
to fir 7ohn Maitlorie knight. 26 | 
There are alſoadioyning vnto it certaine other hills where lead 
Mines are, as Swailedale, where my lord Wharton hath his workes, 
alſo Readhurſt,Cocka,and Fellind being Eaſt from Wyndecke. The 
Mines of Arkendale haueneuer been wrought to any purpoſe. There 
is but three ſmelting cottages which do feed vpon the poore people 
and inhabitants thereabouts , which at their leaſure ſecke for Lead 
Ore vpon ſufferance,and bring the ſame to the melting places, where 
they {cll the ſame for 20 or 24 Fthe load, giuing tothe owners 
three or foure parts in ten, asthey can agree, andone tenth to the 
Parſonor Vicar of the Pariſh or Chappell. 
A loade of Ore with them is as r2uch as foure or fue horſes can 
conueniently carrie, which by computation is ſome ten hundreth 
weight, and is alſo delivered by a meaſure called Load , foure of 
theſe Loads will make a Fother of Lead of rwengie hundreth, their 
weight being 120'® tothe hundreth London weight ; ſo one hun- 
dreth of Lead Ore maketh- biit 30 ® of Lead : which commeth to . 
paſſe for that their manner of melting is by foot-blaſt and ſmall fur- 
naces with wood and charcoale, caſting the Ore of Lead betwcene of meking. 
them in ſmall peeces, and fo ſtill augmenting their melting, which 
can yeeld but little, the heat oft the fire being choaked with the fewel 
and drofle of the Lead , whereas flameis the ggeateſt meane of mel- 
ting of all mettaline Ores,which require furnaces to be made accor- 
dingly,wherethirtic ſix or fortic hundreth may be molten together, 
they melting three or foure hundreth. © 
There is no wood to be had, but within two miles, but ſea coale 
and good peate is neere hand, which may ſerue better cheape , for 
they reckon 7 or 8 /f for the charge of a fother for the melting. 
'b The Lead being caſt into ſmall Piggs of ſomewhatmore than one 
hundreth weight, are brought on horſe-backe through Richmond 
to Burroughbridge,being about thirtie miles diſtant,and are conuey- 
ed by waterto Yorkefor 2 # the hundreth, and from Yorke to Hull 
for other two ſhillings ; ſo that a Fother of Lead with all charges 
will not ſtand in three pounds : and there 1s aneerer way by Stock- 
ton on the ſea-ſ{ide (about twentic and fiue miles) which will lefſen 
the ſaid charges. 
Now we are come to Yron mines, whereofalmoſt all countries in yon Mines. 
Europeare prouided, which do much differ in goodnefle, yet may be 
vled according to the ſeuerall workes whereuntoit is imployed ; as 
the Sp:niſh Yron ſeruing for Blades, % not ſo good for other things. 
England hath great ſtore of Yron Mines, for by compuration,there 


are abouceight hundreth furnaces, The melting of it by flaming ſea 
Aa 3 coale 
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Steele ſtone, 


Quickfiluer 
Mines, 


Sulphure 
Mines,or 
Brimzſtone. 


Mioerals of di- 
uers ſorts, 


Allomes arc 
made ot ſtone, 
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coale or Scots coale,ſauetha great deale of charges. Thereare late- 
ly found more Yr ines in Fraunce, which Yron being made into 
bars, is tranſported into Guinea, Binea, and other parts ypon the 
coaſts of Africa,wher@ it hath continually beene in great eſtimation, 
and now becommeth ſo aboundant, that their profit is but ſmall of 
thoſe voyages; and ſo it falleth out at this preſent for the price of 
Leade. 

The Yron ſtone in Wales is found to differ from the Steele ſtone, 
by meanes whereof a Germane madegood Steele in barres, and alſo 
Gad Steele, But the patent of fir Baſell Brooke for the making of 
Steele did hinder the proceedings therein : and Germane Stcele is 
beſt, vntill of late thata Frenchman (ſhewing rhe imperteCtion of or- 
dinaric Steele)cauſed his maicſtic to make void the ſaid patent,and to 
grant another forthe making of perfect Steele,ſurpailing in goodnes 
the Steele of all countries. | 

So we find, that our Yron is beſt for the caſting of Ordnance, and - 
that the Sweaden caſt Yron Peeces are brittle,and commonly one in 
ſeuen will notabide the triall ; and of late the broken peeces of ours 
are madeſeruiceable for Yron in bars to be caſt againe. 

Mercurie or Quickſiluer naturall , is not yet found in England, 
but onely in Germanie in verie cold places : and within theſe thir- 
tie yeares there are two Mines of Quickſtluer diſcouered in the 
Weſt-Indies, whichis a helpe to the quantitie which they yearely 
buy to refine their Siluer Mines. 

Sulphure or Brimſtone being found in diuers countries, cannot 
be better than we haue in ſome mountaines in Wales, from whence 
I haue had divers ſorts of Sulphure earth or mine verie rich. Some 
there is alſo in Blackemoore and Baſedale in Yorkcſhire ; asalſo ma- 
ny other Minerals which my workmen did ſhew me,as Terra figillats, 
Oacre red and yellow, Bole Armoniacke, Tera d' Ymbra, Antimonie, , 
Salniter, Blacke lead, Vitrioli ro be made of Copporas : to ſay no- 
thing of ſuch things asare made of Mertals,nor of Salt-peeter, which 
is plentifull. 

And now I cannot omit to treat of the Allomes,whercof in many 
countries great ſtore is made : but the beſt is at Ciuita Vecchia in Ita- 
lie,called Romiſh Allome,made with ſmall charges, out of a kind of 
ſtone which yeeldeth aboue the one halfe of Allome without vſing 
any vrine or faltiſh mixture,as they do in Germanie,where they haue 
both red and white Allome at reaſonable rates : ſo they haue in ma- 
ny places of the Straits at Conſtantinople, Carthagena,and other 
places ; Sweaden and Poland arenot without ir. 

In Scotland and Ireland great quantities can be madeghad not Eng- 
land yndertaken ſo much , whereof I haue ſet downe the original, 
progreſle,and continuance concerning thoſe workes at large,the ſub- 
ſtance whereof followeth in briefe., | 

 Queene Elizabeth of blelſed memorie, did in the ſixt yeare of her 
raigne grant by Letters Pattents , vato one Cornelius de Yes, the ſole 
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making of Copperas and Allomes within the Realme of England, 
which was aſſigned by him to James Lord Mountiey, and being renew- 
ed tor twentie one yeares, was confirmed vato him by an Ac of Par- 
liamept, by vertue whereof one maſter Zaxe, his workemaſter, made 
great quantizie of Copperas in Dorſetſhire, and the Ifſe of Purbeke, 
andſome Allome and Copperas fyas then ſold at 3o @ thetun, now 
vnder three pounds. 
Afterwards about the yeare 1 504, one maſter Atherton beganne to 
praQtiſe the making of Allomes in Yorkeſhire, about Gisborovgh, 
with whom one maſter Bourchier, now Sir 1ohn Bourchier Knight, did 
ioyne to bring it to ſome perfection (in hope whereof, and at the 
ſure of the ſaid Sir 7oh# ) the King in the fourth yeareof his raigne, 
grantedcertaine conditionall Letters Patents , to the Lord Sheffield 
Preſident of the North , Sir Thomas Challoner , Sir Dauid Fowles 
Knights, and the ſaid maſter Bowrchver, tor rwentic one yeares,for the 
ſole making of Allomes in Yorkeſhire onely , where ( in building of 
| ſcuen houſes and the vtenſills for working and charges, with-other AboueBlacke 
extraordinaries)they were out of purſe in two yeares,ſome zz thou. 
ſand pounds, and could proceed no further without bringing innew 
men; for ſome of the other gaue over in time, and would procced no 
further, although the Germanes were now come , which they had 
ſent for. Hereupon other Letters Parents were obtained for thirtie There are 
one yeares for all England, Scotland, and Ireland, without conditi- Je>Alome 
lomes made tobenefit, although the price was raiſed at a certaintie, 
and all forraine Allomes prohibited ro come in . And his Maie- 
ſtic hath beene pleaſed to enter into the ſaid workes, and layed 
.out ſo many thouſand pounds , as is not fitting to bee expreſſed. 
Thus by ouercharging the workes in the beginning , are good buſi- 
neſſes ouerthrowne; many arethe particulars which TI haue obſerued 
in writing concerning theſc workes . But leaving this, I wiſh good 
| ſucceſle therein, for there is Allome earth enough to continue for 
euer,and in places Weſt-wards as goodand better thanany in Yorke- 
ſhire . 
Now trom the Mines of Gold, being fallen to Allome and Cop- 
peras, letys end with the Coale pits or Coale Mines ; whereof they Coale Mines, 
make more accountin the North, than of Lead Mines, and yet they 
are aboundant, more than inany countrey of the world. In the lower 
parts of Germanie, about Acon and Collogne, they haue great ſtore 
of Sea-coale, but it dothnor cake as our Coales , they melt great 
quantitie of yron ſtone with it, being like vnto the Coale in Notting- 
hamſhire, or thereabouts, which flameth more, like vnto the Scots 
Coales. To know the goodneſle of the diuerfitic of our Coale, I 
haue noted inthe fourth Chapter of the firſt Parr of Weights and 
Meaſures, and now I amo ſhew how Mines may bee wrought to be- 
nefit and profit, for the good of Merchants and others, 
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ons, and then they were out aboue 40 thouſand pounds, and no Al- 1fe of Wight: 
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CHraz?r, IIII. 
Of the profitable working of Mines . 


SEES Hillp the ſecond, late King of Spaine, perceiuing 
that many blind Bayards were ouerbcld to vn- 
dertake the working of his Mines of Siluer in 
the Weſt-Indics : and yet conſidering on the 
one (ide, that without authoritie and priviledge 
they could not bee incouraged thereunto , and 
onthe other {ide ( having obtained the ſame for 
certainc allotted grounds vnto them) they did 
hinder other men, and themſclues proceeded not ; did very adui- 

ſedly make all his Letters Patents (as wee call them ) conditionall 

A {uw pro- with a Proviſo, That if the Patentees did not proceed in the workes, 
pon FEES or diſcontinue the worke for two yeares, the Patent was void of 
Mines, courſe, and vpon Certificate made of ir, the King made new Grants 
vnto others. If our King were pleaſed to doe ſo,, many Grants or 
Leaſes made by the Companie of the Mines Royall would be made 

void, and other men would be incouraged to trie their fortunes vp- 

on them. 1 

Thenext conſideration concerning Mines, Mettaline and Mine- 

rall is, Thatthe workesin the beginning be not choaked or ſuffocated 

with extreame charges and expences, which doth diſcourage the vn- 
dertakerand all others, whereby the works are giuen ouer,or meanes 

are deuiſed to charge Princes Cofters with them. For it is true, That 

*- things doe proſper beſt when they are vnderpropped by authori- 
rieirſelfe, which todoe in the beginning were moreprofitable, than 
when the charges and expences haue ouerburthened them . For 
preuention whereof, I made a contract for the Lead Mines in 

the North parts,which being imitated ſhall cut off all ſuch charges as 
commonly the partics doe runne into in the working of Mines, vypon 

the conceited benefit which draweth more violently than the Ada- 

mant ſtone. For as the Portugall Antonio Diaz told the King , Todos 

los mineros ſon Ricos , porque quando no lo tienen en ſuſtanſia, tienen lo 

enel animo : All Miners are rich , for when they haue it nor in Sub, 

ſtance, they have it in the Mind. The obſeruation alreadie noted, 


concerning the running waters about Mines , muſt not be forgotten. 
The 
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The Contra before mentioned was in this manner : The Mine on Ty 


to bee wrought, and the' Ore to be diuided into five parts : The 
owner of the ground or the leſſee, to haue one part of the Ore ſhad- 
dered and waſhed readie to be molten, and hee to redeliuer the ſame 
in the nature andqualitie aforeſaid,and to be paied for iteuery 3 mo- 
neths, paying for euery load twentie ſhillings. The workemen in 
like manner to haue another fifth part, and to bee paied accordingly 
euery weeke. The other 7, partsto be for the vndertakers,and they 
to content the Parſon for his tithes : by theſe meanes a man is ſure 
to haue ware for his money, and then to make Furnaces to melt 36, 
or 40 hundrethat one time,as hath beenetouched . For to enter in- 
to charges before you haue good ſtore of Ore aboue ground,is need- 
leſſe;herein obſeruealſoto work from Eaſt ro Weſt,or fromWeſt to 
Eaſt,vnleſſe you find the ſcituation of the Mine to be ſuch,that being 
troubled with water,you may make entrances in the lowerparts ther- 
of toauoid the ſame. [f your lead do containefiluer, although it were 
bur an ounce ina hundreth, you may worke-it to benefit if you pre- 
{erue your Lead by making of an Yron Cap over your Furnaceto be 
drawne vp and downe torecciue the vapour of Lead, which falleth 
downe againe, whereby the loſſe of aboue 200 ® weight inone tun 
will decreaſe to 89 ®, or thereabours ; and if you haue vent enough 
for the Litargiums, which is your Lead as it is caſt vp by the Foot- 
blaſt, or otherwiſe being red to paint withall, then may you make 
profitable worke every way . For Copper, obſerue your roaſting, to 
purge your Antimonieand all other corruprions ; let*not the gliſte- 
ring colour of Marquifite deceiue you, it is but ſmoake and ſcurffe. 
Andalthough Antimanie will bee the eldeſt ſonne of. Sol, and con- 
tend with Sulphur and Mercurie,hold him fora baſtard the rhrift,is 
in ponderous ore for copper,and with a reaſonable quantitie you may 
tric your workes, before _= bee ar charges in landing of your Ore, 


and toknow how many fiers will bee requiſite to make one tunne of 


Copper, and then land great quantitie of Ore, according to our for- 
mer contra: If you are not ſure of it, let others beare charges and 
labour with you, and ſo ſhall younot overcharge the worke , but ra- 
ther find meanes to leſſen your charges . The Lead Mines in Wales 


containing two orthree ounces of Siluer, may (in my opinion ) bee mts wy 
Stluet by Mer- 


wrought to great profit by rhe meanes of Quickeſiluer, being roaſted 
by refleRion of the fire, and grinded . To the furtherance whereof, 
I have thought good toſert downe the manner of Potofie Mine in the 
Weſt-Indies,and as the Portugall did the Scottiſh Ore ; hee did take 
to one hundreth of the mettall prepared , betweene 12 ® and 15 ® 
of Quickefiluer, with falt and vinegre and fo ſprinkling the faid 
Quickeſiluer through alinnen cloth, ſtill ving a reaſonable quantitie 
of ſalt (which diuideth the Lead from the Siluer )'and vinegre or 
| ſtrong water(but that is coſtly)he did leaue theſe ſubſtances together 
24 Or 25 dayes, cuerie ſecond day ſtirring the ſame witha ſtaffe, in 
which time or lefle ( according to the Minerall) the Quickefiluer 
doth 


ofirable 


Litargium of 
Lead, 
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doth deuoure or cate vp the Siluer , and leaveth all the othercom- 
mixture : then by ſtraining the ſaid maſte, the Quickeſiluer goeth 
thorough, and there remaineth a Paſte in diuers Balles,called the Al- 

Tobedoneby mond Paſte, which by a limbecke receiuing fire, cauſeth the Quicke. 

rerortsof  {jluer to ſubleme, and falling downe by the necke into the water, 

cu which is in the receiuer ſtopped cloſe, taketh his bodie againe in the 
faid water, and the Siluer remaineth pure , which commonly is nor 
aboue one fourth part of the weight of the ſaid Paſte; your Quickeſil. 
uer ſerueth againe, and there is not loſt aboue fixe pound inthe hun. 
dreth of Siluer : he ſaid alſo, That having once two or three moneths 
before hand, the Mineralls thus prepared or decoced, himſelfe and 
foure mencould refine ten tunnes of if ina day, which is admirable, 
But theſe menare like trauellers that ſometimes may ſpeake an vn- 
rruth,Cam gratia & Privilegio. Neuertheleſſe,confidering that Potofie 
Siluer Mine holding but 1+ ounce of S1luer is but 3o ounces the 
tunne, whichat 5 { is but 7 ® 10 { o, andthe lofle of the Quick- 
filuerand all charges deducted there will remaine but little , vnleſſe 
the quantitie of tunnes to bee done in a day ſhould counteruaile the 
ſame, to provide yearly againſt the comming of the Fleer, although 
(as I haue ſaid) many hands make light worke , and light gaincs and 
often doth fill the purſe : and if the workemen ſhould returne one 
pound of Siluer for euerie pound of Quickefiluer, there would bee 
aboue tenne for one, and they to liue by the ouerplus of ir. 
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Of the Nature of Gold, Siluer, and Copper, and of the 
Moneys made thereof. 


>£ Rom the tranſcendent contemplatiue ſtudie of 
N Philoſophers, of vapours and exhalations,to the 
Eſſence of Sulphur and Mercury generated into 
Ores of Mettalls, Wee haue produced, Gold, 
Siler, and Copper to the Mint to be conuerred 
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andin , that at our comming tothe Mint we fawnothing but Gold 
cons whereupon we do remember the verſes which were made 
at their firſt coyning of Gold. | 


Era dabunt olim melius nunc omenin _Auro eſt : 
Vaetag, conceſſit priſcs Moneta nobis. 


Such is the qualitie of fine Gold(by reafon of the equall propor- 
tion of the foure Elements therein, that none is predominant ouet 
the other) that the fire dothnot conſume it, being alfo hor and drie 
of nature, neither is it ſubie& to any other Element, for there is no 
ruſt or ſcurfe that doth diminiſh the goodneſle, or waſteth the ſub- 
ſtance; it doth abide the fretting and liquors of falt and vinegre with- 
out damage, which weareth any other thing ; ir needs nofire to be 
made Gold,as other mettals do, for it is gold as ſoone as it is found , 
ittdraweth without wooll, as it were wooll; it is eaſily ſpread in 

leaues of maruellous thinneſſe ; you may adorne or guild any other 
mettall with ir ; it isnot inferiour for making of any veſlells ; in co- 
lour it reſembleth the Celeſtiall bodies, it defileth not the thing it 
roucherh,as Siluer and other mettals ; it is not ſtinking in ſmell ; the 
ſpirit of it can by art be extracted, and the bodie (being as red earth) 


The qualities 
of Gold, 


cannever be moulten without the ſpirit beagaine added thereunto, x... 
as it were infufing life : and laſtly,it is medicinable and maketh glad een naturall 


the heart of man, which artificiall Gold doth nor, neither is it cor- 
rofiue as this Gold is,ſo that a ſcratch of ir will hardly be healed. 

But for our purpoſe of moneys (being ſoft, and onely hardened 
by the ayre,deafe in ſound,and ponderous in weight) it requireth to 
make Crowne Gold fit for moneysand workes to have ſomeallay of 
Siluer and Copper mixt, which is - part : howbeit, that moneys 
arealſo made of fine gold, wherein(for obſeruation ſake) we aſcribe 
halfea graine of allay in twentie and foure Carrats. It hath alſo by 
reaſon of his hot and drie qualitie a propertie, That filling a cup with 
wine to the brim, yet you may put ten or fifreene peeces of Gold 
coyned into it by little and little,withour ſpilling, as it were appre- 
hending and claſping the liquid qualitie of thewine. 

Itis held for certaine, that the Salamanders wooll, and _A4lumes 


and artificiall 
Gold, 


Plumoſumare not ſubie to fire, yet arethey ſubie to corruption. or Maſſacore, 


The ſtuffe called Soda Berg, or Maſſacote whereof Glaſſes are 
made (which ſtuffe is burnt of certain ſea weeds,as we know &daily 
may. ſee in the Glaſſe-houſes) is not ſubiect to fire, but altogether to 
theayre: But Gold is permanent. Here now ariſeth a queſtion, How 
it was poſhble that Archimedes Geometricall triall(ſo much celebra- 
ted by Antiquitic ) can be ſure, ſeeing Gold hath that attratiue 
power to retaine ſo manic peeces of it ina cupof wine £ For the 
King of Agypt being deceiued of his Goldſmith in the making of 
two Diademes or Crownes of Gold , whereof the one Ng gy" 
muc 
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much Siluer)was defirous to know the falſhaod without breaking of 
| them : whereupon Archywedes cauſed two veſſelsto be made of one 
Archymeges 4 , . 
rriall. equall bigneſſe, with receiuers vnder them,and cauſcd them tobe {1- 
Sixteen pound ]aq brim full with water, and therein he did put theſe two Crownes 
of S:1\uer did "= 
ſpilchirrie and ſunder,, and gathered vpthe water verie circumſpetly, whereof 
fx,and fixeea one of the veſſels did ſpill more than the other, according vnto 
Fitter «id. which, by Arithmerticall proportion grounded vpon the Geometri- 
ric, and ras Call obſervation, he found ont the difference betwene the quantitie 
Crownernen* and weight of the two waters, and conſequently how much Silver 
nd folte, TY - , 
ſo it was 121, there was put in, in one of the Crownes, in theli1ew of Gold, which 
Sileer,and 411, jf they had beene both falſified, he could neuer haue found it: for 
9 60 thedifferencecametobe knowne by the bulk-or bignefſe which cau- 
ſed the more ſpilling, and the matter was viſible in ſome meaſure, 
Proportion of For.I haue obſtrued by my Inſtrument made for proportions, That 
©4419: Thedifference in bulke berweene Gold and Siluer is as fiue to nine, 
and Copper, and betwcene Siluer and Copper as eleuen tothirteene;that thebo- 
dic of Copper is bigger than Siluer, Lead to Siluer as from fifteene 
tofoureteene. Tin is lighter than Silver, and doth differ from it as 
nine to thirtecne,and from the Gold as ſeuen tocighteen. Yron dif. 
fererh from Siluer as foure tothree,and from the Gold as fix to nine, 
F the bodic of gold is leſſer. Quickfluer commeth neerer,and doth 
differ as three to foure. 

But toreſolue the queſtion,we muſt note the diverſitie of thein- 

- tentions, which were meere contraries ; for the one hadan intention 
to ſpill,andthe other to keepe it from ſpilling, whereas alſo between 
the operation of wine and water there may be a difference in this 
triall, 

Thus much concerning the nature and qualitie of fine Gold,wher- 
unto Lead commeth neereſt for ponderofitie of weight, bigneſſe of 
volume,and deafeneſſe of ſound,as fitteſt for proietion. 

Tie qualiie - T'Þe nature and qualitie of Siluer is like vnto the Moone, that 
ot Siluer, 1$, cold and moiſt ; the Sulphure of it white and corrupr, and falling 
away.,as you may ſee by drawing lines vpon a paper. Betweene the 
Planets Sol and Zana you haue Yenws the Planet of Copper, to allay 
the ſame , although Aercurie bee betweene them , which being 
fixed,ioynecth with any metrall.Copper doth harden the Siluer, and 
yetas the weaker of the two,is ſooneſt corruptedand conſumed: for 
it is in mettals according tothe Prouerbe, The weakeſt goeth to the wall, 
and the Allay of Copper is done for the preſeruation of Silucr, The 
Sidle is balſe frſt moneys,or the Sicles of the Hebrewes was pure filuer weighing 
Sh anceot  halfeanounce,which was delivered by weight,and cannor properly 
becalled money, for there wasno print vpon it : and being allayed 
The qualiie with Copper it hath a ſmel, forthe Sulphurc and Antimonic of Cop- 
ot Copper. per (being red and corrupt) hath a ſtrong ſmell, which may (by hea- 
ting it)be ſooner diſcerned by rubbing : and howſoeuer there are 
many blanchers for Copper,the beſt of them all in time will appeare 


in his colour, being not throughly fixed, The nature of Copper - 
alſo 


} 
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alſo cold and moiſt, and being commixed and augmented with the 
Calamine ſtone and lead maketh the yellow brafſe, and increaſeth 
the volume from eleuen to fifteene, whereas ( as wee haue ſaid 
before) betweene Siluer and Copper, it is but eleuen to thirteene, 
which cauſeth the counterfeiters tobe encouraged, notwithſtanding 
the ſmell andrednes of the colour : therefore inthe allay of crowne 
Gold,the Mint-maſters in Fraunce and England,do take halfe Siluer, 
and halfe Copper,which maketh the higher colour of Gold. But in 
the Low-countriesand Germany they take three parts Siluerand one 
part Copper, which maketh the difference betweene the colour of 
their crowneand ours, and isthe reaſon that our Gold will ſooner 
weare away than theirs. 

We haue alreadie declared the true deriuation of moneys, called 
by the Romanes Perania, of Pecus pecudes, not Pecue pecorss ; for they 


coyning firſt Copper moneys (and as it ſhould ſeeme, the wealth of 


man conliſting moſt in cattell, as in the time of 7ob) cauſed Oxen, 


Sheepe, and the like cartell to bee ſtamped vpon their coynes of 


meere Copper,whereof their Exchequer was called «&rarium, being 
then in greater eſtimation : for the proportion or value in the time 
of Numa Pompilizs was ten of Copper to one of Siluer, andten of 
\ Siluer to one of Gold, which now by theaboundance of Copper is 
much altered, notwithſtanding the Copper moneys vlſed in all 
countries in ſome reaſonable meaſure . But in Spaine, being (as 
itwerevntovs ) the fountaine of Siluer and Gold, there it is yſed 
immoderately : for they haue ſo many millions of Copper mo- 
neysin foureand eight Maluedies and otherwiſe, and in Portugall of 
Vintenis, Patacois of ſomany Reas, that the halfe Ryall (which is 
our three pence)is onely of Siluer,and all moneys vnder itare meere 
Copper, without any mixture of Siluer. This quantitie is almoſt in- 
credible,for it is not many yeres fince during the Kings raign of Phj- 
lip the third, that certaine Italians ( finding fault that his Otauos 
and Quartillos were too big ) gaue the King fixe millions of Ducars 
to coyne them at halfe the weight, within a time limited,and as ma- 
ny as they could vtter within that time , Necefitas non habet legem, is 
true in ſome reſpects. 


Yellow Braſle- 


Allay of Gold, 


Proportion 
which was bes 
twweene Siluer 
and Copper, 


Copper mo- 
neys of Spaine 
and Portugall, 


The Venetians alſo coyne meere Copper moneys, they haue Seſ- Copper mo: 
fini which are valued atrwo Quatrini, and three Quatrini are one n<ys ot the 


halfe pennie ſterling ; for ſix Quatrini are one pennie. Bagatini they 
haue alſo, whereof foure make one Quatrini, and twentie and foure 
Bagatini make one pennie ſterling by calculation. 

In France they haue Mailles,perit Deniers, Deniers, Doubles,and 
Liarts,& in times paſt,moſt of theſe had ſome Siluer in them : but 
vpon due conſideration(that it was ſo much Siluer waſted, becauſe the 
charges of refining did ſurmount the value, and thattheſe moneys 
did ſerue for the commutation of pettie things andtrifles) they haue 
ſaued that Siluer. The like they haue done of all the ſmall moneys in 
Germanie: bur they cauſe them to be mR_ likeSiluer,which is 
B done 


Venetians, 


Of Fraunces 


Of Germanie- 
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Of the Low- 
countrics. 


Of many o:her 
kingdomes 
and ſtnes go- 
vernment. 


Of Scotland. 


Of Ircland, 


Farthing to- 
kens in Eng- 
land. 


Siluer moneys 


done with Tin and Sal Armoniake after they be coyned,which hol. 
deth fairer for a longer time than the moneys of filuer allayed with 
much copper,bcing in a maner incorporated with the copper,and ta- 
keth away the ſmel of ir.Such are their Hellers, Albs, Hallincke,and 
the like fmall coppermoneys. 

In the Low-countries they haue Duyts, Mites, Negemanckens, 
Ortkens whereof foure make a Styuer, and fue Styuers make fixe 
pence which we may well call a Styuer for a pennie ſterling , eight 
Negemanckens and twentie and fourc Mites tor one pennie alſo. In 
ſome places (as in Flanders) the Mite is called Corte,and in the Wal. 
lone countrie Engcuni, and in other places Point, Pite, Poot, being 
all ſubdinifions of 0bolws,or the halfe pennie. 

In Bohemia, Poland , Sweaden , Denmarke , Eaſt-land, and 
many other Kingdomesand States they haue meere copper moneys 
tedious tro deſcribe ; likewiſe in Italic in their ſeucrall principalities 
and dukedomes. | 

In Scotland they have Turnoners, and pence, and halfepence 
in theirnames, and much baſe money of Achiſons, Plackx, Babyes, 
Nonlſuits, and the like. In Ireland they had in Queene Eltzabeth her 

time halfe pence, and pence of copper,whichare moſt of them loſt 
and conſumed. 

The neceſſitie of theſe ſmall moneys did appeare here with ys 
inEngland, where euerie Chandler, Tapſter, Vintner, and'others 
made tokens of lcad and brafle for halfe-pences,and at Briſtoll by the 
late Queenes authoritie, were made of copper, witha ſhip on the ' 
one fide,and C. B. on theother fide,fignifying Ciuitas Briffoll - theſe 
went currant (for ſmall things) at Briſtoll, and ten miles abour. Here- 
upon it pleaſed our ſoueraigne Lord the K. toapproue of the making 
of a competent quantitie of farthing rokens to aboliſh the faid lea- 
den tokens made in derogation of the Kings Prerogatiue Royall, 
which farthing rokens(being made (by Engines) ot meere copper 
intheycare 161 3,with certain cautions and limitations)haue on the 
one fide two ſcepters crofling vnder one diademe in remembrance 
of the vnion berweene England and Scotland, and on the other ſide 
the harpe for Ireland, and the inſcription of Jacobus D.G. Magne Britt, 
Fra.ty Hiber.Rex, And the ſaid farthing tokens haue not us, 8 beene 
found very commodious and neceflarie for pettie commutrations, but 
alſo to be a great reliefe of the poore,and means to increale charitie, 
without which many of them had periſhed,cuerie man hauing means 
to giuealmes,cuen the mechanicall pooreto the indigent poore. 

To come tothe coynes of filuer,we haue alſo nored,that the Ro- 
manes made butmoneys of filuer the 4.84 yere after the foundation 
of Rome, which wasin theyeare 3695,from the beginning of the 
world, being now about 1 900 yeres fince:and by ſome coyns & mo- 
dels extant, the goodnes of it was ſterling filuer being aboue x 1 oun- 
ces fine, ſince which time many are the ſtandards of filuer moneys 


made in diuers countries according to occaſions, both in time of 
peace 
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peace and warres, as you may find in the following Chapters, where 
wee haue reduced them from the marke weight, vnto the pound 
weight Troy of twelue ounces : And concerning the Moneys of 
England of the ſterling Standard, more followeth hereafter, 
The Moneys of gold were but made when the Romanes had taken Gold Moneys, 
great wealth from all Nations , and was fixtie two yearcs after their 
beginning of the making of filuer Moneys , and they were of fine 
gold; ſince which time alſo, there haue beene many Standards made 
of gold, and that from about twentie foure carrats fine, vntill ſeuen 
carrats, &Cc, 


on, 


Cuar, VI. 
* 
Of the Officers of Mints. 


JHereare diuers Officers inall Mintes : Theprincipall 

Ss Officer is the Warden of the Mint , next is the 
Mint-maſter:the one to looke to the making of Mo- 

neys complear, according to the Standards, and the 

other with his workemen (called Monycrs) to make 

them : Then there is the Comptroller to keepe the 
Contrebookes for the Prince & State,ro ſcethe bullion receiued,and 

the aſſayes made thereof, and the compleat moneys returned for the 

fame, weight for weight, paying coynage money forthe ſame, which 

is done by the Warden,by the ſaid moneys mmPecie,as they were coy- 

nedat the firſt. Thereare commonly two Afſay-maſters,one Grauer, 

and his deputic ; one that keepeth the Yrons to deliuer them to the 
Monyers, or the Prouoſt or chiefe of them, to ſee them euery night 

returned againe : then the Sincker, Smith, Porter,and the like in their 

places all theſe haue wages forthemſelues, orallowances yearely 

from the Prince or State . The Mint-maſter and the Monyers, are 

paied for euery pound weight they make,whereof 3o ® weight they 

call a Tourney . The Tellors Office is but vſed in England, which the The Sheyre | 
Wardens deputics execute in other countreys , to keepe a Sheyre PookeotMor 
Booke of the peeces contained in the marke or pound weight, al- 7" 
though: the money be deliuered by weight and not by tale . For al- 

though there be, ſuppoſc eight or ten peeces over in 100 ® by tale, 

it doth incourage the bringer in of Bullion, for the exatfizing is not 

ſo much tobe regarded vponthe totall in OI vpon the equa- 
litie of weight in peeces:for it A ometimes,that one filling 
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will weigh one farthing or halfe penny more in value by the weight, 
than an other ; whereby moneys are culled out and tranſported, and 
the light pecces remaine amongſt his Maieſties ſubies: Goldſmiths 
alſo wanting Bullion,muſt melt ſuch monies downe to make plate of, 
The Bullion which is brought in, or forraine coyne either, is al- 
wayes lockt vp in great cheſts, or incloſed places vnder three keyes, 
namely , the Wardens, the Mint-maſters, and the Comprrollers : ar 
thedayes of Receits which are obſerued in the Tower of London, 
Saturdayesand Mondayes, and then the Officers haue their dyet in 
the place, the one halfe at the Kings charges , and the other halfe ar 
the Mint-maſters charges, who is called by ſome, Maſter-worker of 
the King moneys , Yel Magiſter operarius : and betweene the Warden 
and him, there is commonly emulation and neceflary diſcord, like 
vnto that which Catoyſed amongſt the ſeruants of his family, which 
hee did compare to the ſtones of a vault , which by ſtriuing doe 
vphold the building, and made him ro bee more quiet and re- 
garded. | 
: Suppoſe now that we are come tothe Mint to ſee moneys made 
of our Ingots of Gold and Siluer, and one of the Afſay-maſters com- 
meth vnto me and faith, Sir, I haue read that all things are gouerned 
by Number, Weight, and Meaſure ; What ſay you to fineneſſe of 
Gold# 1 Siluer 7 I do aske him firſt, Whar he taketh fineneſlſe tobe ? 
he doth anſwere me, That itis a Myſterie, and that the ſtudie of it is 
as intricate,as the Tranſubſtantiation of the Papiſts Sacrament,as you 
may perceiue(ſaith he)by the controuerfie betweene the Warden of 
the Mint,and the Mint-maſter, concerning the Standards of the ſter- 
ling moneys of Siluer , and the baſe moneys lately made for the 
Realme of Ireland, which is grounded vpon the finenefle of the bul- 
lion reported by triall of the ſubtle Aſſay, whercunto I doe reply, 
That plaine things may be made intricare,for finencfle of Gold and 
Silver is properly fine Gold and fine Siluer , and this is knowne by 
weight,which I doe thus demonſtrate inthe Siluer for both : Poſite, 
that this pecce of Siluer is fine Siluer, without any mixture of allay, 
and weigheth one pound weight of twelue ounces Troy : 1rhope you 
will call this to be twelue ounces fine, becauſe it weigheth wwelue 
ounces, which is the pound weight and fineneſle alſo:now take away 
one ounce of this fine Siluer, and put ſo much Copper vnto it to 
melrthem downe,as maketh vp the {rid pound againe twelue ounces 
in weight, you (knowing that there was but eleuen ounces of fine 
Siluer remaining ) will make no difficultie to affixme that this is ele- 
uen ounces fine Silucr, and one ounce of copper in the pound weight, 
and put the ſame to the triall.of your ſubtle Aſſay and you ſhall find 
it ſo, is there any Myſterie in this ? and he ſaith no, as I did propound 
it;and ſois it if there be more or leſle allay in the pound weight ac- 
cordingly : for the pound weight doth proportionate the whole 
maſſe, ingor, or lumpe of bullion call it what you will, as in thenext 
Chapterof aſſayes ſhall be made more apparant . Bur, faith bo 
oth 
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dothnot cleerein my vnderſtanding , the buſineſſe which is in con- 
trouerſie betweene the Warden and the Maſter worker: for the Cop- 
ple or Teaſt doth drinke in ſome two penny weight of Siluer with —_ —_ 
the Lead, and ſo there is ſo much hid from report : for the Bullion is Copyie, | 
that which maketh the moneys, and not the Siluer of the afſay : So 
that the ſaid Bullion is finer in euery pound weight two peny weight, 
in value fix pence halfe penny,and the twelfth part of a balte penny ; 
which is the cauſe, that the Maſter worker(being ſubtile and cunning) 
doth pur into the melting pot,two penny weight of Copper in enerie Two penny | 
pound, whereby he gaineth the weight of ſo much ſterling Siluer , ——— 
now this gaine is the Kings, for with his Highneſſe moneys, this Bul- commixture. | 
lion is bought of the ſubie&ts . And therefore the Warden doth —_ —_ 
charge the Mint-maſters account with two penny weight of Siluer Song weight 
in euery pound weight,and allowerh the ſame vntothe King, for the of6luer, in 
Mint-maſter is toaccount by the melting booke , where this allay of wales wv” 
Copper isentred, according to the Indentures betweene the King Mclting Book, 
and him . And ſoin the baſe moneys madefor Ireland, whereof one {* a 
of Siluer maketh foure of that moneys,he is charged in account eight is eight penny 
penny weight of ſiluer,for eucric pound of the filuer Bullion : for the nate rn 
commixture of two ounces cighteene penny weight of filuer, and Bullion. 
nine ounces, two penny weight of copper is found to anſ{were that 
Standard of three ounces fine : And ſodoth eleuen ounces of (iluer, OO F 
and one ounce of allay anſwere the ſterling Standard ; for thereis j,@. * 
grcat conſiderationto be had, in the calculation of the filuer Bullion 
to thefireand from the fire : for eleuen ounces from the fire is ſer Frome fre, 
downe for Standard, to paſſe according to the indented triall peece, Ont 
made by the ſivorne officers, or refiners, and aſſay-maſters,thereunto | — _ 
heretofore appointed, whereof my ſelfe was one ; which indented ecling id 
peece wee haue commixed accordingly of fine filuer, refined ypon a Baſe. | 
drie teaſt, and good copper orallay, and the fame wee haue diuided Co 
into three parts; one part toremaine inthe Kings Treaſurie at Weſt- 
minſter, another part with the Warden of the Mint, and the third 
part with the Mint-maſter to make the moneys thereby, and all theſe 
things arc done very orderly . There isno reaſon that the Mint-ma- 
ſter ſhould pocket vp this benefit, which commeth almoſt to tenne 
thouſand pounds,and would haue been much more, if it had.not been 
ſpicd our in time for the Kings ſeruice .. And then he concluded his 
ſpeech with an affirmation , That hee could take the ſaid two penny 
weight of filuer, out of the copple, which had drunke vp the ſame,or 
withina little leſſe of ir , whereunto I made him ſuchan anfwere,as I 
had oftcntimes vnderſtood of the Mint-maſter, and partly of mine 
owne knowledge concerning aflayes , which I had obſerued and 
knowne aboue fortic yeares , my fatheralſo hauing beene a Mint- 
maſter, and I told him thatall his allegations as aboucfaid, ſhould 
and conld be very well anſwered : For albeit that hee had alleaged 
many things concerning the State of the matter in queſtion, I would 
(according to the courſe of the Common Law )ioyne yſue vpon one 
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peremptoric point, to be tried by all ynderſtanding men : to'which 
end I told him , Thatin Germanie and the Low Countreys there 
were certaine officers, called the Generalls of Mints, which did de. 
termine ſuchand the like queſtions and controucrftes,arifing between 
the Wardens and the Mint-maſters,which were men of great know. 
ledgeand experience in Mint affaires, and had from the Prince large 
ſtipends giuen them for to attend theſe M.nt bulineſſes, when the 
trialls of pixes;or of the boxesare made, and the Mint-maſters make 
their accounts with the Prince : Hereupon the ſaid Afſay-maſter, ac. 
cording to his courteous behauiour, was very well plcaſed to heare 
me (as he ſaid).in fauour of Iuſtice and Truth . And fol begantoan- 
{were gradatim and articularly, as tolloweth. 

Firſt, concernirg the drinking vp of rhe copple , albeit that it ap- 
peareth ynto me (by certaine teſtimonialls made beyond the Seas, 
by Generalls, Wardens, Mint-maſters, and Afſay-maſters ) that if a 
copple or teaſt be well made it drinketh not vp any filuer at all: 
yet I will admit that it doth ſo, becauſe you are ſo confident, that 
you can take it out of the copple, or the moſt part of it, and ſo I will 
proceed. 

Secondly, I doacknowledge that there is two pennie weight of 
Copper put into the melting por, 25 you fay, for it is commixed at 
twentie pennie weight,which is a full ounce,where the ſtandard re- 
quirerh but eighteen pennie weight : but this is done ro counteruaile 
rhe waſt ot Copper, which commcth by melting of Bullion,remel- 
ting of the Brocage and Scizell, and by working, hammering, often 
nealing and blaunching of the moneys , whereby the moneys grow 
better in finenes than they were art the firſtmelting, becauſe ſo much 
and more copper doth waſte z and can it waſte lefle than ten ounces in 
one hundreth weight © No ſurely, which is the cauſe that the red 
Booke in the Exchequer for Mint affaires admitted this rwo penny 
weight for waſte, which is but ten ounces in the hundreth . Andto 
fay that this two penny weight of ſiluer is the cauſe that the Mint- 
maſter puttcth in two penny weighr of copper, it carrieth not any pro- 
portion to put one for one,whenthe mixture of the Standard 1s ele- 
uen to one. But youreply vnto me, That the Mint-maſter is to beare 
all waſts, and therefore muſt anſwerethe ſame, and be charged in ac- 
count for it ; I anſwere, That the accounts of- all Mints are made on- 
ly vpon the finenefſe of moneys by their weighrs,and that it was ne- 
ver otherwiſe vſed in England vntill this day : and if the Warden 
will bring a new manner of account than euer hath beene taken ac- 
cording tothe Leidger Booke of the Mint, and the Comptrollcrs 
Booke : then the Mint-maſter is to be charged with cyery thing in 
his proper nature, filuer for filuer, and copper for copper ; otherwiſe 
it were bercer for him not to put inany copper, than to be made to 
anſwere filuer for it : But the Mint-maſter muſt hold as well his allay 
as his fine fil1er, according to the ſtatute 2. Þ. 6. ca, 2. and in doing 
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the moneys would be too fine,and the Maſter might incurre fine and 
ranſome . Therefore all Mint-maſters doe worke according to their 
remedies, and they do beare all waſts incident and caſuall, as if ſome 
ingots were falſified with copper within , as hath beene found at the 
Mint, the Mint-maſter muſt beare the aduenture of it, for Princes Hzard of 
will beat a certaintic : which is the cauſe that the Mint-maſters may ———— 
commix at their pleaſurethus farrc,as the ſtxteenth Article of the In- 
denture declareth, That every pound weight Troy ſhall bee in ſuch 
ſort commixed and melted downe,that at the caſting out of the ſame 
into ingots, it ſhall be and hold eleuen ounces two penny weight of Thelodentwe 
fine filuer , and cighteene penny weight of allay , cucry pound con- ot £44 Keg, 
raining twelue ounces, cuery ounce twentie penny weight, and every © 
penny weight twentie fourc graines, according to the computation 
of the pound weight Troy of England, which eleuen ounces two pe- 
ny weight of fine filuer, and eighteene penny weight of allay in the 
pound weight of Troy aforcſaid, is the old right Standard of the The old righe 
moneys of filver of England : and(that the commixture of the Mint- {15m 
maſter hath beene done accordingly, ſo that it was found ſoat the 
Caſting out ) you beſt know what made the afſayes thereof from time 
totime. As for your Melting booke where the allay is entred,ifyou 
will charge the Mint-maſter thereby, let it be done diſtinctly for (11- 
uer, and copper, or allay in his proper nature as is faid before, and 
then the controucrſie is ended. Now let vs come to the Standard of 
the Baſe moneys made for Ireland : I am ſure there is not two penny 
weight of copper put in, as inthe ſterling Standard; but there is two Siluerraken | 
penny weight of filuer by computation taken out, in euery quarter of hc Nandard 
a pound of filuer, which as you ſay is eight penny weight of filuer in ot Baſe monies 
the pound weight ; why ſhould the Mint- maſters account be charged 
with this, where filuer by the diuifion of the proportion is taken our, 
and two ounces cighteene penny weight, arc taken for three ounces 
from the fire, as the Indenture declareth * Shall a Mint-maſter com- 
mixe and melt by preſcription, or ſuffer other men to melt it for 
him, and yet be made toanſwere for the finenefle of moneys accor- 
ding toan indented triall peece, made of refined fine filuer (as yoy! 
ſay ) and receiue neither filuer anſwerable in finenefle, nor the qual 
tity which he ought to haucallowed himaccording to the Standard? 
I am ſure that in the making of theſe moneys,there hathbeene aboue G:eatwalt of 
fortic ounces of copper waſted in one hundreth weight of the mo- <vpper- 
neys made thereot, whereby the Bullion is growne finer, that is to 
ſay, Theſe fortie ounces of copper being waſted, haue left the filuer 
behind, wherewith they were commixed at the firſt, and ſo is the 
ſaid whole maſſe or bullion ſo much finer and richer inthe proporti- 
on, which Arithmericall diſtribution doth demonſtrate vnto mee, Demonſtrati- 
and in this ingot of courſe filuer may proouc it ynto you: let ys ſup- po” 
poſe it weigheth 16 ?, and containeth 4 ® of filver, and 12 ® of © 
copper, and ſomay we fay it is the fourth part filner ; if this ingor 
now ſhould be made ro decreaſe or.diminiſh 4 ® of copyer, and ſo ir 
| ſhould 
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ſhould weigh but 12 ®, and therein ſtill containe all the foure 
pound inSiluer ; may not we iuſtly call this to be richer, and lay 
itis one third part of Siluer ?and yet there is no more Siluer than 
before, and this wee call growne in fineſſe by the decreaſe of the 
maſleor proportion : and ſotwo ounces eightecne pennic weight of 
Silucr,commixed with nine ounces two pennie weight of Copper 
made into moneys,becommeth to be three ounces fine by the mel- 
ting of the bullion,remelrting of brocage and ſcizell,and by the wor- 
king,hammering,oftennealingand blaunching, which alwaies in baſe 
moneys isveric great, as Cxperience hath proucd , call you this po- 
ketting vp of almoſt rennethouſand pounds ? Well I am content to 
ioyne my iſſue hereupon,and to proue that the Mint-maſter hath nor 
pockettedvp any benefit or gaine at all by this finefle of Siluer hid 
and vnreported in the bullion, but that he hath becne a looſerof ſo 
much as hath beene taken from him, by making him to anſwere Sil- 
ver for Copper. The commixture of theſe two ſtanderds are contra- 
ries, and contraries to worke all one effect, is ſtrange vnto me : with 
that hedeſfired me to go with him to the Aſſay-houle to ſee the a(- 
ſays made of our Siluer and Gold, and thereto end our diſcourle, 


whereof he ſeemed vnto me to be veric dclirous. 


— — — — 
—— — 


IRE 
2 EABS ESNESABE 
COSOFOSQOS OE OSOE DO SISOY 


Cnar, VIL 


of the Aſſayes of Bullion and Moneys. 


-Tomming tothe Aſſay-houſe, there we found diuers 
i] gentlemen deſirous to ſee the manner of making of 
I! Afſaycs of Gold and Siluer, as alſo diuers Gold- 
| Smiths which brought ſome ingots of Gold, but 
' @]/ no Siluer atall, and here we wereall courtcouſly 
E=——=====zg welcome, and our diſcourſe was interrupted, and 
the Aſſay-maſter deſired me to haue patience vntil his buſineſle were 
ended withthe Gold-ſiniths, and ſo he would make the Afſayes of 
our Silucr firſt, and then come to the making of our Gold Aſlay, 
which he would firſt teaſt before he ſhould put ſome propoition of it 
to thetriall of ſtrong-water. The little furnaces were fired, and the 
Aſſay-maſter tooke fourc copples or teaſts, which are made of Bone- 
aſhes,& he did put them in the furnace quater corner wiſc,with the 


bottomes vpwards, and ſo let them remaine almoſt an houre vntil! 
he 
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he had madean end with the Gold-ſmiths Afayes, to the end they 
ſhould be throughly dric, to auoid the ſpringing of the Silver, and fowemake | 
then he did turne them vpwards : and ſo cutting off ſome Siluer of $ilver. | 
our ingots on both ſides, he did beate the ſame veric thin with a 
hammer, and weighing iuſtly the quantitie of fifteene graines, he 
diuided the ſame by cuen portion of weight into halfe, and thercun- 
to herooke fiue times ſo much in thin purged Lead,and winding or 
inuoluing the Siluer therein, he did put the ſame vpon the ſeuerall 
copples two to two, and yponthe other two he did firſt pur the Lead, 
and the Siluer afterwards whenthe Lead was molten, making no 
great difference in this : then with coales he did ſtop the furnace in- 
differently, neither roo hot nor too cold, varill it began todriue,and 
then he made it hotter,and finding it toappeare bright, hee brought 
the copples one after another to the mouth of the furnace, there he 
ler them ſmoake alittle, holding them ont and in before he tooke 
them out : Then taking off this Siluer,he weighed them one againſt 
another, and found them alike, whereby he knew his Aſſay was well 
made ; and then he weighed them both rogerher, and what they 
weighed lefſe (than betore) was Copper wafted . And he reported 
our Siluer to beeleuen ounces and foure pennie weighr fine by the 
true proportion of the pound weight, which is to be taken accor- 
dingly in the whole ingot, weighing ſome fortie pound weight , ſo 
that euerie pound of ir did containe eleuen ounces . foure pennie 
weightof fine Siluer,and ſixteene pennie weight of Copper, making 
together twelue ounces for the pound, Troy weight:and ſo is fineſſe 
knowne by weight,and is properly fine Siluer as aforeſaid. Hereupon 
I did aske him, whether the copple had drunke vp ſome little quantt- 
tie of Siluer which might amount to rwo pennie weight in the 
pound weight of ſterling Siluerby the computation of S1luer of ſe- 
uerall finefle 2 and he anſwered me, it had without all doubr. The 
other Silucr Aſlay he reported tobe bur cleuen ounces fine, 

After this, he tooke in like manner fifteene graines of our ingot of To make the 
Gold, and purting the ſame totheteaſt, as aforeſaid, topurge the Ayo 
Copper,(which he did with a hotter fire) hedid beat the Gold with 
a hammer verie thin, that he could wind it vpona little ſticke round, 
to make it go through thenecke of theglafſe,and to worke the ber- 
ter : and hereunto he tooke twentie graines of verie fine Siluer in 
like manner, and put them all together intothe viall or glaſſe, and 
hereupon hedid poure ſome ſtrong-water, and put the ſame ypon 
coales,and there it did ſmoake and ſtand: ynrill it did ſmoak no more, 
and then ir had wrought and ſeparated the Siluerfrom the Gold, 
which remained whole, and the Siluer was turned into water , then _ 
he did poure our that water into another glaſſe with raine-water, To fade Sil- 
which diuided your Siluer from the ſtrong-water againe,and weigh- franm wet 
ed the Gold againe, reporting the ſame to be twentie and three Car- 
rats fine, by the calculation vpon the ballance of his ſubtle Aſſay : 
and then we went yp to deliuer our Siluer and Goldto the Warden 

of 
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of the Mint, whereof entrie was made in diuers and ſeuerall bookes 
of the Warden,* Comptroller, Mint-maſter, and Afſay-maſter, and 
the Mint-maſter did deliuer þills of the weight and fineſſe thereof 
vnder his hand to the Warden of the Mint, where we ſtayed to ſee 
ourſiluer molten and caſt into ingots, for to be deliveredtothe mo. 
neyers to ſheire the ſame by weight into ſmall peeces for twelye 
pences & ſix perices : for it wasallayed according to the ſterling ſtan- 
| dard, and the Aſſay-maſter made another Aflay of it (called the por 
ThePotAfay. Afſ7y)and found the ſame to be ſtandard , whereupon we tooke our 
leaue and departed : and here alſo he affirmed vnto me,thattheco 
ple had drunke in the like ſmall proportion of filuer. Thenextweeke 
following I went to receiue my farisfaRtion in coyned moneys,which ' * 
were brought vp to the Warden,and he peruſed them, whether they 
were well coyned without crackes or flawes, and as the Monyers 
brought them vpin trayes,he tooke out ſome peeces not well made 
and cut them a ſunder withaſheire,and ſome pecces he weighed,and 
then tooke ſome other pecces and put them through a hole into a 
box kept vnder ſeuerall keyes, and ſome peeces he deliuercd to the 
Afay of mo» Afﬀay-maſter to maketriall of. And after I had receiued my money 
—_ by weight for weight of my bullion, I went tothe Aſſay-maſter and 
ſaw him make an Aſſay of the ſaid moneys in like manner as the 
other, with fiue parts of lead, and hercupon I rooke occaſion toaske 
him, whether the laſt and ſupremetriall of the moneys (which was 
Pixe, made commonly once ayeare before the Lords at the Star- chamber) 
was donein like manner 2? And he anſwered me, it was, and withall 
he deſired meto reſolue the queſtion betweene the Warden and the 
Mint-maſter, concerning the two pennic weight of filuer hid from 
report(as it is ſippoſed)according to our former conference ? I told 
him,thar according to the iſſue ioyned between him and me,that the 
Mint-maſter had not pocketted vpany ſuch two pennie weight of {il- 
uer (as his account was charged withall) I would make that plaine 
by demonſtration,which he ſaid was his deſire, whereupon I framed 
my anſwere as followeth. 
Foure ANayes I makeno doubt (ſir)but you have marked my obſeruations of the 
of bullion and fqure ſeucrall Aſſayes made concerning bullion and money, namely, 
mon thefirſtof the Ingot before melting,the ſecond of the pot Aſſay af- 
ter melting , the third of the moneys compleate made thereof, and 
the fourth and ſupreme triall of moneys at the Star-chamber (as it 
were)before the King and his Councell, all which (being done in 
manner alike) you haue from time totime told me, that their opera- 
tion or effect was alſoalike : for the triaſl of the Ingor,there the cop- 
ple had drunke in two pennie weight of ſiluer : for the Pot Aſay, 
there rwo pennie pa was drunke in alſo : the Aſſay made of the 
compleat moneys hath drunke in the like two pennie weight : and 
laſt of all the higheſt triall of all hath drunke in the like rwo pennie 
weight of filucr ; how can it then be pocketted vpby the Mint-ma- 
ſter,whenitwas in the bullion,remaining in the pot,found in the mo- 
| neys, 
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neys,and confirmed tobe ſo by the ſupremeſt trial ? and why ſhould 
the Mint-Maſters account bee charged, either with an imaginarie or 
ſubſtantiall thing which he never had or inioyed * Tothis the Aſſay. ATactekes 
maſter anſwering ( rather by ſignes than words ) ſaid, It was other- : 
wiſe taken and ynderſtood, and himſelfe rooke now better notice of 
it, and wiſhed that Truth might preuaile, according to the ſaying, 
Magna eft weritas, prenalet , pr eualuit (7 prenalebit ; and ſo ended our 
ſuppoſed diſcourſe. 
Now let vs come to the myſteries of the Mints beyond the ſeas, 
to recompence them that might take offence for diſcuſling the pre- 
miſſes ; and let vs be like Nathaniel, in whom there wasno guile, Qui 
wadit plant,vadit ſant ; howbeit diſcretion is requiſite . The aſſayes' 
beyond the ſeas, are moſt made according to the proportion of the 
marke, which is eight ounces Troy ; and they take twentie graines to 
make their afſayes by , which is correſpondent with our fifteene 
graines ; for they diuide their Engliſh or penny weight in thirtie two Thirtierws 
Aſes orgraines,which from twentie foure vnto thirtie two, differeth {275 >07006 
onethird part ; ſo is fifteene vnto twentie alſo a third part : For this more than 24 
marke weight of eight ounces is twofold ; the one is called Engliſh $35 wins: 
weight, andthe other French weight in the Low Countreys . But 
the Engliſh weight is moſt vſed, which is diuided into eight ounces, 
every ounce twentie Engliſh or penny weight, and every Engliſh Eng/iſh marke 
thirtie two graines as aforeſaid is, 5120 graines to themarke , This 
markeand one halfe maketh (within alittle) our twelue ounces Troy 
for the pound weight,being ingraines 7580. 
The French weight called penny weight,is alſo eight ounces, euc- French warke; 
ry ounce foure and twentie penny weight, and cuery penny weight 
twentie foure graines is, 6912 graines for the twelue ounces, or 
4608 graines for the cight ounces. Theſe graines are alſo diuided 
in twentie foure Garobes or Primes,and the Primes intwentie foure 
Seconds, and the Seconds in 24 Tercies or Malloquen , which 
is ſuperfluous ; notwithſtanding all the ſaid weights and diuifions (to 
make aſſayes ) they vſe another weight, which euery man maketh ac- Afay weighs, 
cording to his fancie : but moſt commonly rhey will divide the 
marke in twelue deniers or pence, and the penny into twentie foure 
graines, and then graines ſubdiuided of paper, making + = and 
part of a graine, which concurreth neereſt with our aſſay weight, for 
if one pound of f1luer doc containe = part copper,they call this ele- 
uen deniers fine, as we ſay eleuen ounces fine. 
For the gold likewiſe they doe vie the fame weight, accounting 
for euery denier or penny weight rwocarrats ; ſorwentie foure car- 
rats for tweluc denicrs or ounces, and conſequently eleven deniers is 
twentic twocarrats, &c. So the gold marke is twentie foure carrats, Gold marke. 
acarrat is twelue graines, ſo 288 inthe marke : So the filuer marke $4 marke. 
of twelue deniers of twentie foure graines, are 288 graines alſo, 
which are bigger graines , diuided into foure Primes or Siliquas 
IS, 1152. 
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They vſcalſo a manner of ſpeechtoſay , Twelue ſhillings tothe 
marke pound, cuerieſhilling twelue pence, and euery penny rwentie 
foure graines, is 3456 graines in the marke , all which is doneto 
make the knowledge of theſe things intricate. In like manner for the 
ſheiring of their moneys, they will for euery peece make a penny, as 
iftherebe made ſeventic eight peeces out of a marke,they will fay it 
holdeth ſixe ſhillings and fixe pence in the ſheire, or for 62 peeces 
five ſhillings two pence, and ſo obſcure things to take advantage vpon 
others . For the Mint-maſters of the Low Countreys and Germa- 
nie, are verie experienced in Mint matters, and the aſlayes bei 
made vpon the graines, may decciue much if( by triall)the calculati- 
on be not rightly made , and if the ſaid Mint-maſters were not ſub- 
tile, yet the Generalls , which follow the Prince or State, doe no- 
thing elſe but ſtudic theſe things alwaies : therefore let vs obſerue 
more particulars of their proceedings as followeth. 

In the making of coynes of gold and filuer, they will vſemany 
times to make pceces of fine gold and courſer gold, as the Emperiall 
Royall and the halfe Royall, the one twentie three carrats 3 grains, 
and the other but eighteene carrats, or the Flanders Crowne of 22 
carrats . In Germante the ducat and the gold guildren, which for 
workes being mixed are ſeruiceable, admitting by conniuence the 
melting of the moneys, rather than for want of it Bullion ſhould not 
be brought to their Mints, rherefore they alſo rake little for the 
coynage, becauſc it ſhould ſooner came ynto them than vnto other 
Minters, where the coynage or ſcignoriage is great : and albeit the 
ſame bee but ſmall, yer will they Fd meanesro make other Princes 
to pay the ſame, and cauſe moneys to be made for tranſportation, 
eſpecially for the Eaſt countreys to buy corne to bring the ſame vnto 
their Magazins , whereby trade is increaſed , and Spaine and Portu- 
gall ſupp ieth the ſame, by ſuffering moneys to bee alſo tranſpor- 
ted in the returne of corne, whereby Cuſtomes doe alſo augment. 
The Box for moneys is kept vnder three ſeucralh keyes or lockes, 
by the Warden, Mint-maſter, and Comptroller ; wherein the War- 
den taketh of cuery Tourney of worke, one, two, or more peeces, ac- 
cording to his inſtruftion, to make the laſt triall by before the Lords 
or Eſtates. The Mint-maſters haue ſome remedies allowed them 
for the making of moneys, cither for being too fecble and vnder the 
Standard, or for being better and aboue Standard . And heereu 
they alwayes worke by commixing it accordingly , whereof they 
haue an abſolute power , wherewith neither the Warden nor the 
Comptroller are tomeddle : for Princes and States willnot be ypon 
vncertaineties with the Mint-maſter, for he muſt beare all caſualties 
vpon their remedies; with cettaine cautions, Thar if it be aboue the 
ſaid remedies,and feebler one halfe penny weight, he payeth double; 
and forthe double of that, quadruple ; and if it be abou that, hee is 
ſubie& ouerand aboue to puniſhment. 

Whentherriall of the Box is made, if there be quantitie of coyne 

to 
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toauoid the mulriplicitie of aſſayes, motion is madeto the Maſter, 
whetherby one marke indifferently taken of euerie pecies of coyne, 
hee will be concluded for the whole quantitie of the worke , where- 
ynto' condiſcending, the markes are weighed out accordingly, and 
.the peeces aretold, and the aflay is thereupon made, and the rotall Priviemarke 
worke isreportcd ro be accordingly. The like is done in England, "Y 
obſcruing the works by the priuie marke of the Roſe, Mallet, Croſſe 
or any other,which is recorded inthe Exchequer vpon the ſaid trials 
of the pixcs. | 
The Afſay-maſters receiuing Bullion of ten oreleuen ounces fine, 
make their afſayes with fiue parts of Lead, if it be of fixe or ſeuen 
ounces-they will take cighr parts of Lead , if three or foure ounces, Lead forthe 
then fifreene parts of Lead, and if vnder they will take twentie parts ye ga, 
of Lead : But this Lead is firſt ro be purged,becauſe all Lead holdeth ; 
ſomelitcle Siluerand Gold as hath been nored. So for Gold (it need 
be)more ſtrong-water may be added, which may ſerue once againe 
for triall. | f, 
Their ſtrong-water called 4qua forts, is made two parts calcined 414« Faria. 
Vitrioll, one part Salniter, and halfea parr of: Allome calcined and 
diſtilled as the manner 1s*- but tor Gold they viſe 4qua Regis, which 4qua Regh 
hath the ſame proportion as aboueſaid ,-bur there's one fourth of 2 
part of Sall Armoniake added thereunto, and vpon their trialls they 
vic to report halfe a graine for the Maſters benefit, which muſtnecds 
bea graine where fractions are not vied in cipher, eſpecially with vs, 
for there is for Silucr nothing reporred abouctwwelue graines, which 
is the halfe penny weight,which is done ro haue the accounts clecrer; 
and withall, there is no Bullion recciued in the Mint vnder nine oun- 
ces fine, whereas beyond the Seas ( though it be neuer ſobafe) it is BaſeBullion, 
receiued, and the rules for calculation are caſic and briefe ; which to 
auoid prolixitic I-doc here omit, + | 
In the melting of Gold, obſerue to melt the ſame firſt before you Obſcruations 
puryour Siluer allay vnto it, and ler the fineſt Gold Iye vpwards in __ _ager 
the crufible or pg, ro haue lefſe waſt and better mixing, tor the fineſt 
Gold is heauieſt and ſeeketh rhe center , ler nowind comero your 
meltine por vr cruſible for feare of breaking , and take fine Siluer for 
_ yourallay,wherein there is neither Lead,nor Brafſe,or Laten, which 
maketh-:your Gold brittle and bringeth a loſſe ro make the ſame 
malliable','albeir to make it a_ is no charge . For take bur an old 
ſhoo, and cut the ſame into ſmall peeces, and pur the ſame into your 
cruſible,and ſtop ir vp with a cover, let it ſtand vpon the fire, & it ta- 
keth avray the cagrenefle of Braſle. : Euen as a hot browne loafe of 
bread cur aſunder and clapt ouer the bom-hole of a hogſhead of 
wine (taſting of the caske ) will cure theſame of his fowleraſtc. 
Gold-{mirhs are appointed ro worke Gold of twentic two carrats 
fine, bur thetriall is made by the touch-tone onely , with an obfer- Triallof the 
uation of the rubbing-ſtrokes vpon it to bee alike and of the ſame 
ſtrength, which is worthic the obſeruation, for otherwiſe you can 
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iueno true iudgement . Thereisalſoan eafie ſcaling of Gold to be 
made to fall from the Silner, as it was layed on by the meanes of 
Quickeſiluer. 
Totake te To take the figure or print of a: peece of coyne, take Lampblacke 
gure of coJne nd Vernice, ſuch asthe Painters doe vſe, annoint the coyne with ir, 
put your paper vpon Leadand print thereupon. 7 


To refine Gold with Cementation without Strong-water, which coſtly. 


Fake eight pound of Flanders Tiles, three marke Copperas, r - 
marke, Allome, © of amarke of Salt, and two ounces Saltpeter , 
all being mingled and calcined together , take a great crufible, put 
this Cement one finger thicke inthe bottome, then lay ſome of your 
Gold beaten thin( or if it be golden coyne) vpon it,and then of your 
Cement againe vpon that, and thereupon Gold againe , whichthe 
Alcumiſts call Stratum ſaper fracum, and couer your crufible with 
The coyac 1e- tiles leauing alittlehole : then begin Zents jpne, and afterwards with 
theprine agreathirelet it ſtand foure, fiue, or more houres, and all the Allay 
whole, will be in the Cement; to take the Siluer out of the Cement, take 
foure markes Cement, and three marke Potters Lead ; two marke of 
Tiles, foure ounces of Dodecum, foure ounces Salepeter, and doe as 
before': orelſe you may take out the Siluer by quickfiluer , as I haue 
; declaredin the former Chapters. 
Blanchingot = To blaunch Siluerina baſin of red Copper, which muſt be done 
; before it be coyned take foure gallons KS raine-water, two marke 
of red Tartar or Argall, and oge marke ſalt , caſt your Plates ( being 
red hot therein) and ſtirre the ſame , as you did before in the diſſolu- 
. tion vntill you find the ſame white enough ; and after it is coyned 
go colour then youmuſtcolourit, putting the ſame into great trayes, and with 
Rpt water ſprinkling them vntill they be moiſt, but not wet ; then put the 
colour ypon it tofling and tumbling them, and being put into a Mel- 
ting pot;let them be red hot, and then caſt them into water. To make 
this colour, take totwentie pound weight of money, three ounces of 
Sall Armoniake , two ounces Saltpeter , halfean ounce Verdegreis, 
_ halfe an ounce Copperas, calcine them together for that pur- 
ole, &c, 

Refining by a : Toconclude withthe refining of Siluer with a great Teaſt, which 
great T muſt be red hot two or three houres, trying the ſame with Lead if it 
doe not ſpring, the Tcaſt muſt bee for double the quantirie of your 
courſe Silver,and accordingly youare to take more or lefſe Lead : to 
driue out three pound of Copper is twentie foure pound Lead requi- 

fire, but is not to be put allat once; then blow vntill the ſame 

doe driue off and the Siluer remaiteth , which 
take out ſuddenly, &c. 
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CHAP, VIIL 


Of the weight and fineſſe of Moneys, and their 
ſeuerall Standards. 


JT is now twentie yeares compleate ſince Thews 
Q C Lord Xnyaet, fir Richard Martin, and diuers other 
" Knights and Aldermen of the citic of London, 


> L and maſter John Williams his maieſties Gold- 


. N. * ſmith,and my ſelfe werein Commiſſion, to con- 
FN F=&Y fiderof the Mint affaires of the Tower of Lon- 
| 2 CA don,and of the cauſes of the tranſportation ofthe 
moneyes of the realme, and of conuenient remedies to preuent the. 
ſame. The cauſes were obſerued to beſix, whereof the Weight was 
the firſt; next the Fineſſe of our ſtandard , then the Valuation of mo- 
neys,and therein the proportion betweene Gold and Siluer ; fourth- 
ly the abuſe of Exchange for moneys by bills, wherein all the for- 
mer were included : for well did ſet downe, that the difference of : 
Weight, Fineſſe, Valuation,and Diſproportionaforeſaid,were not of Accordinges 
themſelues true cauſes of Exportation,if there were betwixt coun- 
tries and countrie a due courſe holden inthe exchange of money ; 
but that due courſe not being obſerued,then they might accidentally 
be cauſes. And this courſe was the cauſe of the ouerballancing of for- 
reine commodities,increaſed by the immoderate vie of them, and 
negle&to ſer the people on worke ; ſo that the remedie was wholly 
found to conſiſt in reforming the abuſe of Exchange,whereof I haue 
handled at large in the third part of this booke for Exchanges. 
Hereupon conferring the pound weight Troy of 12 ounces with 
the marke weight of cight ounces,admitting one markeand a halfe 
for the ſaid pound, we found, with France full three pennie weight, 
outs to be heauier, and the Low-countries and Germanie 2+ pennie 
weighrtor thereabouts,with Scotland foure pennie weight andnine 
graines,and alwaies heauier than any other. 
This agreeth with an inſtruction declared in an old Booke concer- 
ning Mint matters in thetime of King Edward 3,where it is demaun- 
ded, What benefitit would be to the King and realme, if the Troy Ouerbeauines 
weight of this realme, and the Troy weight of Fraunce, Flaunders, + weighs 
Spainc,and Almayne, and of other realmes and countries were of 
Cc 2 equal! 
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A Mint Kalen- 
der. 


Tower weight. 


Subdiuifion of 
the pound 
weight Troy. 


equall weight and ſize? For as much as other countries keep one ſize 
and weight, whereas the Troy weight of England is heauier in eue- 
rieeight ounces by halfea quarter of an ounce. It is anſwered, that 
the Merchant that brings in bullion doth looſe ſo much,and theca1- 
culation is made what it was for euerie hundreth weight both for 
gold and filucr, and it followeth there. Wherefore this is onegreat 
cauſe that ſo little bullion comes into the realme, and therefore may 
it pleaſe the King to deuiſe ſome weight that ſhould be correſpon- 
dent tothe weight of other realmes,and call it by ſome other name 
than by the Troy weight. 

And it is there thought meet, that (for information of Merchants 
and others)a Kalender ſhould be made and publiſhed, to ſhew how 
much eucrie pound weight, ounce, and pennic weight is worth, that 
the true valuation of Gold and Siluer may be thereby perteRly 
knowne, wherby Merchants and other perſons ſhall giue honour and 
praiſe tothe King and his Councell for Equitie and Iuſtice ſhewed in 
the Mint, - | 

There hathbeen vſed from the beginning (in the Mint) both Troy 
and Tower weight, cach of them containing twelue ounces in the 
pound weight, ſauing that the Troy weight is heauier by fixteen pe- 
nie weight vpon the pound weight : by which Troy weight the mer- 
chants bought their gold and filuer abroad, and by the ſame did deli- 
uer it to the Kings mint, recciuing in counterpeaze but tower weight 
for Troy,which was the Princes Prerogatiue, gayning thereby full 
three quarters of an ounce in the exchanges of each pound weight 
conuerted into moneys, beſides the gaine of coynage, which did riſe 
toa great reuenue, making of thirtie pound weighs Troyes,thirtie 
and rwo pound weight Towers ; which is now out of vic, and the 
Troy weightis onely vſed,containing twelue ounces, cucric ounce 
twentie penic weight,cuerie penie weight twentic and foure grains, 
and cuery grain twenty mites, cuery mite twenty and foure droidts, 
cuerie droi& twentie periods,cuerie period twentic and foure blanks, 
although ſuperfluous(but in the diviſion of the ſubtile aflay)which in 
Scotland are all divided by twentieand foure, from the denier wher- 
of they reckon twentie and foure to the pound Troy, ſotwenticand 
foure graines, Primes, Seconds, Thirds, and Fourths all by twentie 
and foure. And for the marke and pound weight of other countries I 
do refer the reader tothe fourth chapter of weights and meaſures of 
the firſt part of this booke. | 

Concerning the pound welght for finefle and allay,let vs note that 
theſe two make properly the pound weight, as being diſtinguiſhed 
therein : for.if it be one pound of fine filuer,it weigheth 12 ounces, 


Diuifion ofthe and itis likewiſe 1 2 ounces fine : but if there be 2 ounces of copper 


pound Troy 
finclle, 


in_in that pound,then is there but 15 ounces of filuer, and ſocalled 10 


/ounces fine,andſo if there be 10 ounces 16 pennie weight of filuer, 
and ſo called in fineſſe, then is there one ounce foure pennie weight 


in copper ; and fo for all other fineſſes accordingly. L 
The 
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The like is for the Gold, whereof rhe'ſaid pound is divided into 
twelue ounces, or twentie and foure carrats, being twocarrats for 
one ounce;and euerie carrat is dinided with vSinto foure graines,and 
fineſſeaccordingly. + hd 
From this generall weight of thepound , is deriuedithe fpeciall General 
. Br Tr Es weight, 
weight of the peece according to the ſtandard, wherein' after that $pccial weight 
the commixture is made for fineſſe)the peeces muſt concur in value, 
and thereby is the ſpeciall weight knowne of the peece,whereby the 
monyers cut their-peeces, it being the direction for the ſheire vnto TheSheire, 
them,which peeces they cut by their weight delivered themaccor- 
dingly :.and herein they are tovſe good and exadt fizing, to preuent 
the culling of moneys for the tranſporter, gr the gold-ſmiths for 
melring them for to conuert intoplate.,_ .. . IND 
Concerning the fineſſe of the moneys of ather countries, with * 
their weight and number of peeces in the Marke of eight ounces, 
(which IT have reduced to the pound Troy of twelue ounces) I haue 
here made a plain declaration as followeth, toinſtrutall Merchants 
and Gold-ſmiths therein, for the common. good ; obſeruing that 
ſome men(notouer wiſein Minratfaires) percciuing the Marke to be ,,, 
diuided into 24 carrats for gold, and that one Marke and a halfe are x ro te, 
taken tothe pound of 12 ounces, they haue done the like for fineſſe, | 
and(vnaduiſedly)termed gold thirtie and fix catrats fine,which is ex- 
orbitant of the generall obſeruation. + tf 7 ee ® 
Touching the ſeuerall ſtandards of money in- orher countries. ( as 
you may ſee by the contents of the ſaid declaration ,' whereby a 
man ſhall many times receiue coynes of- aboue twenti& ſtandards 
in one hundreth pounds ) it is the onely fallacie in exchange that 
can bee, whereby no merchant is able to know whether: hee haue 
the true value of the ſumme to be paied him : but he is:catried with 
the ſtreame of valuation and tolleration of- money to g6echrrant, 
aSin the next Chapter ſhall be declared ; and all men edmmonly 
haue a regard to the greatmoneys vſed ineueriecountrie; maklng ac- 
count that other ſmaller moneys haue their true valuation thereafter. 
As the Philip Dollers of ten ounces fine, and 7 peeces'to the Standardsof 
Marke. | {19 . forreine coyne 
The Holland Dollers of nine ounces fine, and 8; peetes' in the 
Marke, LIN 
The Spaniſh Royall of eleuen ounces foure pennie weight, and 
nine peeces the Marke. | & no: 
The Gueldres and Frizeland Dollersof ten ounces foure pennie 
weight,and 9, peeces. SIGs Frum 
- TheShillings of Zeland of fixe ounces fine; and thirtie'and'eight 
eces the Marke. | ESE Sad was mood, 
The Golden Royall of twentie and three carrats 3 graines fine, 
and fortieand (1x peeces the Marke. h 
The French Crowne of twentieatd two carrats fine,and feuentic 


and two peeces in the Marke, 
Cc The 
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Thegolden Rider of the States of twentie andtwo carrats , and 
twentie and fourc in the Marke. 

The Albertins or Ducats of Albertus of twentie and three carrars 
3+ graines fine,and being ſeuentie pecces in the Marke,or thirtie and 
fiue double peeces. 

. And their daily new coynes which they make of ſeuerall tan. 
dards which requireth a vigilant eye : but we haue ſhunned induſtrie 
and labour,which is the cauſe thar(contrarie to my firſt intention) 1 
abreuiate ſome things. 

< 


A Declaration of the coynes of gold, concerning their fineſſe, 

and number of peeces in the pound weight of twelue ounces Troy, 

' euerie ounce containing twentie pennie weight,and enerie Ppennie 

weight twentie and foure grainesin weight, and in fineſſe twentie 

and foure carrats,and enerie carrat foure graines ; calculated for the 

forreine coyne pon the marke weight of etcht ounces, eerie ounce 

ewentie Engliſh, andeuerie Engliſh thirtie and two azes for the pound 

weight, and in fineſſe twentic and foure carrats, and eucrie carra 
ewelne graines,uneceſſarie fractions omitted. 


"Fein riall Royall of goldalwaies accounted equall with the 
Engliſh Angell in finefle, and in weight bur a little differing of 
twentic and three carrats, three graines -, and fixtie andnine pee- 
ces weighing twelue ounces Troy. 

The halfe Royall is bur cightecne carrats in fineſſe,and x 05 ] pee- 
cesto the pound weight. : 

The Carols Guildren being 7 parts of it, but fouretcene carrats 
fine,and 126 peeces. 

The Roſe Noble of England twentie and three carrats 3 graines 
fine,and 46% peecesrothe pound. 

The double Royall of Auſtria of twentie and three carrats 3 
graines finc,and 24; peeces tothe pound, 

The Nobles of Holland, Vtrech and Ouerryſel twentie and three 
carrats,three graines, and fortie and eight peeces. 

The gold Guildren of eighteene carrats, three graines ſcarce in 
fineſſe,and 11 2+ peeces. 

The halfe Noble or Hungarie Ducat, twentie and three carrats 
3+ graines fine,and 113; peeces. ; 

The Biſhopsducat fine twentie and three carrats ;, and 105 pee- 
ces to the pound weight. 

The ,Ducats of Italic, Venice, Turkie, and Rome twentieand three 
carrats,three graines,and 1 06; peeces : other Italian ducats,and the 
ducats of Guelders twentie and thrce carrats, one graine, and 106: 

ceces, 

The Angell of _—_ of Queene Elizabeth twentie and three car- 
rats,3 ; graines, and {cuentie two peeces, 

The 
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The Soueraigne of the ſaid Queene,twentie and twocarrats fine, 
and fixtie peeces to the pound, 

The old Soueraignes of more weight, twentie and two carrats 
fine,and 545 peeces. 

Thehalfe Soucraigne fine but twentie carrats, and r20 peeces to 
the pound, - 

. The Angell with the O. is but 23 carrats fine, and 72 ſcarce to 

the pound, 

The Angell with three Lions 22 carrat fine, and 76 pecces tothe 
pound weight. 

The halfte Noble, with the Lions and the Noble of Bridges 23 
carrats, and 88 - peeces. 

The Andrew Guilder fine eighteene carrats, three graines, and 
one graine, ſome peeces 108. 

The Gualielmws Gilder fine eighteene carrats,one graine,and 108 
peeces tothe pound. 

The Gold Guilder of the Statcs twentie carrats fige, and r 20 £ 
peeces tothe pound. 

The Golden Fleece or Toyſon d'or 2 3 carrats three graines 5 and 
81 ; pecces. 

The Phillips Guildren fine fif:ecne carrats three graines, and 1 18 
peeces to the pound. 

The Joaxnes Guildren fine ſixteene carrats, and rog ; peeces to 
the pound. 

The Nobles of Gaunt and Zealand twentie three carrats fine, and 
fiftie foure pecces. 

The halfc Imperiall Crowne twentie two carrats, 1 ; graines,and 
I 07 7; PEeeces. 

The Henricus Noble of England twentie three carrats 3 - graines, 
and 5 3 3 peeces. 

The old Engliſh Crowne ſomewhat better than twentic two car- 
rats fine, and 100 © peeces. | 

The Henry Noble of France twentie two carrats fine, and fiftic 
one peeces tothe pound. 


The halfe Henry Noble fine twentie two carrats, 2 © graines, and þ. 


108 peeces tothe pound. 

The Florert Crowne of France twentie three carrats, 3 grains, 
and 100 ; pecces, 

The Charles French Crowne twentie three carrats, three graines 
fine, and 100 | peeces. 

The Florer of France ſtanding twentie two carrats, and 100 + 
peeces tothe pound. 

The old Golden Lion of Flanders twentie three carrats , three 
oraines, and 79 } pecces. 

The ducat of Caſtile twentie three carrats, three graines fine, and 
79 ; peeces likewiſe. 

The Spaniſh ducart 2 3 carrats, twograincs fine, and 1 of peeces to 
ghe pound, The 
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The Holland ducat twentie threecarrats,twograins fine, and 105 
ceces likewiſe. 
' The double ducat of Zealand twentie three carrats + fine, and 
52 £ peeces to the pound. 
The ducats of Nauarre , Majorca , and others twentic three car- 
rats,one graine, and 5 2 ; peeces. TY 
. TheSpaniſh Piſtolets rwentie two.carrats fine, and 108 peecesto 
the pound. | 
The Milreys ducat of Portugall twentic rwo carrats, one graine 
fine,and fortie cight peeces to the pound. 
The Contrefait Milreys is but twentic onecarratfine,and likewiſe 
fortie eight peeces. 
The Emanuel ducat of Portugal rwentie three carrats, z graines, 
and 105 peecesto the pound, | 
+ The Emanuel great: Cruſate of Portugall twentie three carrats, 
three graines, and'r © + peeces. | 
The 1oannes great Crufate is but twentie two catrats,three graines 
fine, and 10 ; peeces. | 
The ducar,with the ſhort Croſſe of Portugall twentie two carrats, 
three graines,and 195 peeces. 
The ducat, with the long Crofle twentie two carrats, - one graine 
fine, and likewiſe 195 peeces. 
The ducat with-the.long Croſſe of Batenborgh nineteene carrats 
fine, and 105 peeces. 
The Piſtalets of Italy twentie two carrats, and ſome twentie one 
carrat 2 - graines, and 108 pceces. 
The Flemiſh Ryder twentic three carrats , three graines fine, and 
105 peecesto the pound. | 
The Gwildersand Vrifland Ryders, of the yeare 1583 fine, twen- 
tic one carrats,and 108 peeces. 
: The Ryder of Burgandie twentic three carrats © fine,;and 105 
peeces to the pound. * | 
.; The Engliſh Salutand the halfe, twentie three carrats,threegrains, 
and 108 peeces, | Fo 
..;The Schuytken or Ship of Flanders twentie two carrats,one grain 
fine,and 109 + peeces. . 
The Ryderof a 6qggs ag fourreene carrars fine, and -1-1 4 pee- 
The Phillip Clincart cesto the pound. 
-- TheRyder of Deuenter, Campen,and Swoll twelue carrats, three 
2raines, and 1 14 peeces. 


d 114 peeces to 


Of Vtrecht 16 carrats fine—— the pound weight. 


Sor Trier is' 17 carrats, 2 i hn 
Ofthe Harpe 1 5 carrats fine—— 


Dauid guil. 


Ci 


The Peter of Louaineof 17 + carrats fine, and likewiſe: 14-Pec- 
ces to the pound. : t 

-., The Clemmer guilder of 13 carrats fine and 1 14 peeces. - 1 
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"The Rredericke of Beyeren guilder foureenecarrats and tx7pee-. 
cesto the pound, 
_ The a1weldet guildertwelue carrats ang: and- 138 peects to the 
und. 
Pn Poſtulat of Bourbon. 12. ; carrats fe, and 1 262 ;peecest to 


the pound. 1: £2 


ik —5 9 Carrats + graines 
flulats | Of Fran. Friar-——, 19 Ein | rac 
OO of the Dog _e Cat 12; catrat fine, and 136: x PECces. 


Their Stiuers peeces of Barenborgh: arid! Price, ſt even carrats,one 
graine, and 176 peeces. 

The Gulielmus ducat of Batenborgh twentie one carrats, three 
graines, and 52 5 pecces. 

T heother ducar of Stephanus, but ninereene carrats 7 : graine, and 
FX © peeces. 

The ducat of Nimegben ith Stephen , tiztntic one carrats » one 
braine, and 54/2 pecces. 

The new ducats of Saint Yie#or Pancratiue, ViZt. Batenborgh, W.B. 
Margarite Toren, Petrus Rechem , George Rechem, tween tie one. carrats, 
three graines, and 106 + peeces:;; IIs 5 | 


Fhe ducats Yifor H.B.) 26! Por 
Water om and the | 20 = Carrats _ | TR 

Marie of Batenborgh 20 = Carrats fine 

Ducat wirh the Checker £20. Carrats fine | fo othe pound, 
Ducat of Denmarke 20+ Carrars fine 

'Paneratins Alleb, H. '19 < Carrats fine] © 

Ofwald ducat Cuſa—— 195 Carrats fine}. 


The Ducat of Nimmeghen _RQpE fine , eighteen carrars two 
praines, and 108 peeces. | 


New an- f Of Thoren- 2 2 Cm x + graines} 


Of Horne-- 22 Carrats 1:; graines wy 
rc Of Batenb, 2 x Carrats 3. graines nd all 72 peeces 
rofore— Of Viana— 18 Carrats 3 graines | poun 

| (Of H. M—- 17 Carrats J 


The ScotsPiſtolet ninteene carrats, twograines : fine, and 198 
peeces to the pound, 

The Ryder with the Loaues fine 10 2 > carrats, and 1 14 peecesto 
the pound. 

The Piſtolets, Dilegeand Legion, fine,eighteene carrats,and 108 
peccestothe pound. 
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'Fhe ducats Ferdinand of Batenborgh 19 ; carrats, and 166 + pee- 
ces to the pound. | | 
The ducats Ferdinand'and Carols of Horne cighteene' carrats, 
and 106 + pceces tothe pound. 
\ The double ducat of Albert of Auſtria twentic three carrars, ;z 
oraines fine; 52 7 Pceccs. pt 
The ſingle ducart of Albertus of Auſtria twentie three carrats,three 
graines;and 78 5 peeces. _ | | / 
The Joublethird parts of the ſaid double ducats twentie three 
carrats, three graines, and 7o + peeces. ; 
The ſingle third part of the ſaid ducat twentic three carrats,three 
graines, and -126 peeces tothe pound. 
The Vnite peecc, called 7acobus of England twentie two carrats, 
and thirtiefix peeces tothe pound. 
The Ryder of the vnited Low Prouinces alſo twentie twocarrats, 
and 35 peeces to the pound. | 
: The alfe Jacobus and Ryders accordingly in fineneſſe and peeces, 
The ducars of the Eſtates of the ynited Prouinces, with the Let- 
ters, 22.carrats, and 105 pecces. 
The new twentic ſhilling peeces of England twentic two carrats 
fine, and 39 + peeces. 
The halfe and fourth part of it accordingly. 
The Scots peeceof the Crofle Daggers twentie two carrats fine, 
and 72 peeces to the pound. 
The Scots Rider 'of rwentic two carrats, and ſome of the fine- 
neſſe of the Scots Piſtolet. 


.'Note,thathereare ſetdown many - wry sor Peeces of gold, which 
arelittle or noneatall tobe found : And although ſome are found 
in great quantitie ; yet axe. they not made currant in the vnited Pro- 
uinces,by their laſt valuation of the one & twentith dgy of Tuly 1622 
hereafter declared. Thelike is in the Reconciled Prouinces vnder 
the 'Arch-Dutches 1/abella: Clara Exgenis of Auſtria, as alſo in Ger- 
manie : ſo that the generall knowledge of them all , may giue to 
cucrie man better ſatisfaRtion . And the like muſt be vnderſtood of 
the Siluer Coynes of all Countreys hereafter declared, with ſome 
addition of meere Copper Coynes . And whereas the Stiuer is the 
fundamentall Coyne, whereof twentie make the Guilder, it is to 
be obſerued , That fixteene Copper pence are reckoned in Hol- 
land and thoſe vnited Provinces for one Stiuer , and ſois the ſaid 
Stiuer two Groats Flemmiſh , called halfe Stiuers, euerie halfe 
Stivereight pence Hollandts : alſo twentie foure Mites is a Stiuer in 
the other Countreys, &c. 
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pw” Declaration of- the o comes of Siluer, their freſ, 
and number of peeces in us pound weigh of twelne ounees Troy, 
Owerie ownee weighing twentie - pennie , 4nd emerie- prynie 
- Weizht twentie and foure graines,and containing —_— in- fineſſe 
twelue ownces,catrie ounce rwentie pennieweiohe , and euerie 
weight twentie and foure graines ; calculate aleulued for the forveine. coyne 
_ the marke weight of eight ounces, exeritounce twentie pennie 
weight, and eerie pennie weight twentie and fodre redo. ap 
likewiſe in fineſſe twelue ounces twentie pennie weight, and 4 
; Fee hg fredtionsomivied, PP NECE a comnentendly conld 
| ate 
"Ae Philip » Doller renne ounces fine, 'and/ 10 preces to the 
und weight. The halfe,the fourth, thefitth; and tenth mt 
ods ngly, that isto-ſay:, all of ten ouncesfine, and peeces 2 13 
425, 53:, and- 1975 tothe pound 
The twentieth part of theſaid-Doller five ounces fine, and'r 07; 
peeces to the pound. 
The fortieth patt of the ſaid Dolter, flue ounces fine, and 2145 
to the pound? 
The Carols Gueldreror © of the ſzid Doller,ten ounces fine,and 
I 657 PCCeces., 
Fifa foureStyners peece CO Charlesand Phitly, ſe- 
vent ounces,7 - penniie fine, and (th 
The old double Styuer ſeuen ounces, 7 ; \permic weight i in fineſſe, 
and” 129 peeces, 
The old three Styuers peece, eleuen ounces;three pennic weight, 
eighrcene graines fine, and 1 2.0 peeces tothepound. 
The iluer Flecce of three Styuers, ten ounces; ten pontde, weight, 
and' ro08 peeces. 
Thethree groot or Deniers fine,fiue ounces;ten'penie weight, and 
17% peeces; 
The old Styuer of three ounces, fourcteene permie weight, foure 
graines,and 120 peeces. : 
The new Styuer following,t chree-ounces thirtcene pennie weight, 
Gohr graines,and- 120 perces. 
The 17 Duyts,ten ounces,ten penie weight fits: and 1 4.7 peeces. 
The halfe Styncr,three OuNCes.mel pennie I 11f, Wk 201 peeces 
tothe pound, 
- ThequarterStyuer Oort,one ounce, 1 7: pennie weight; and 158 


peeces. 
—_— part Stiver Duyefine, one ome; ' foureteenepennic 


weight,and 4.74 peeces. 

Phe Hons 36, Pennte fine, r9 pennie weight,and 518 peeces. - 
The Styuer of the States Vnited,4 ounces fine, and 168” peeces. 
The Styuer of Vtrecht,three'ounces fine,and' 167 peeces:” 
Thenine Duyts pennie of Charlesand Pl, foure _— foure- 


teene pennie weight, 129 peeces;” . 
_ The 
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The halfe Ruyters blanke, four ounces, fouretcene pennie weight, 
and 256 pecces.. 
- The Braſſe pennie and the halfe, foure ounces, ten pennieweight, 
and 120 PECces. - ; | 
- The Spaniſh Ryalls fine, eleuen ounces, z ; pennic weight, and 
108 .PECceS. | : 
The Saluator and Ryall of Venice, eleuen ounces, ten pennie 
weight, and 96 peeces. ; 
The Italian Ryalls of nincounces ſeuenteen pennic, andnine oun- 
ces 14 pennie,and nine ounces eleyen pennie,peeces 1 08. 
The courſe Romiſh Ryallsof ſeuen ounces fine, and 108 peeces, 
'Theeleuen Duyts of Charles Zimb.toure ounces, fifteene pennie 
weight,and 120 peeces. _ 
The x 1 Duytsof Holland,fix qunces ſcarce,and 144 peeces. 
The halfe Ruyters blank of Holland, z ounces fine,& 144 peeces 
The fiue Grootof Flanders,and double Safſenars, ten ounces, 6 + 
pennic,and 146 ; pecces. Et. | 
The 5 Groot of Gaunt, 5 ounces, 1 3 pennie weight,and 1 4.5 peeces 
The 17 Duyts of Zodowick, Liege , Philip,Guelders, Charles,Lim- 
borgh, Philip of Flaunders,two ſtanding Lyons, ninc ounces + fine, 
and 145 peeces. | 
The. 17 Duyts of Sluce,g ounces, penie weight,and 148 peeces. 
Thedoublc Vieryſers fine, foure ounces, ten pennic weight, and 
138 peeces tothe pound, | 
The Snaphanen coyned for three Batts, ſeuen ounces, 7 + pennic 
weight,and 39 { peeces, 
The Creuciat of John of Cleaue,etght ounces, ſeucn penie weight 
fine,and 39.5-peeces. Ss 
The five Styuer peece of Liege, ſcucn ounces, cleuen pennie 
weight fine, and 4.8 peeces. ; | 
The fiue Styuer peece of Gucldres, eight ounces, x + pennic 
wcight,and 48 pceces. "ON 
The Snaphane of Nimegen,Deuenter,and Cleaue,ſeucn ounces, 
elcyen.pennic wcight,and 48 pceces:. - | 
The Shilling A.E. and fiue Groots Philip of Flanders, elcucn oun- 
ces,three pennic,and;1 35 Pecces,, 497-4 br or 
. The.other.fiye Groot of Philip of Flanders, ten ounces, fourcteen 
pennie weight, foure graines, and 135 peeces. 
The five Sryuer of Cambray,Liege, Horne, fix ounces, 6 + pennie 
weight, 48 and 5 1 peeces. | 
. TheShillings of Gueldres, Vtrecht,Freeſe,and Zealand, x 5 86 fine 
ſix ounces,and 57 peeccs. bs 
Ro Yalling of Bridges, 1582 fine, fiuc ounces, and 57 peecesto 
rac "Wi LS 
The tulling of Gaunt 1583 fine,ſeucn ounces, ſeuen penic weight, 
and. 54 pceces. Ft bY 
TheStyucr of Gant 1 583 fine,three ounces,and 175 {ponces, 
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The'Styuers of Groeninghen , Cambray, and Liege, fine three 
ounces, fine pennie weight,and 135 peeces. 
The eleuen Duyts of Philipand Marie, eleuen ounces, 3 + pennies 


fine, and 270 peeces. 
The Ferdinand of Tiroll ten ounces, 7 ; pennie weight, and 270 
Ceces. 
s The peecesof 5 + Groot of 1520, and Ma.Flandres nine ounces, 
foureteene pennie weight, and 120 peeces. 
| Dollers 
The Doller of the States nine ounces fine,and x2 peeces to the 
pound weight. 
The Hollandts Doller nine ounces fine,and x ; ; peecesto the ®. 
The Dollers of Gueldres and Vtrecht nine ounces fine, and fifteen 
peeces to the pound. 
The Dollers of Zutphen and Gueldres 1586 fine, ten ounces, 
foure pennie, and 1 3 ; peeces. 
The Hollandts Doller with the Crown 8 ounces,and 1 34 peeces. 
The Rickx Doller Onciaeleuen ounces, fiuc pennie weight, and 
I 2 ; PECCES., 
The other ſorts of Ricks Dollers of eleuen ounces , and cleuen 
ounces three pennie, and 12 ; peeces. 
The Poland Doller | 
The Bohemia Ne.Op.( fine,ſcuen ounces,fifteen pennie weight, 
The Batenborgh Dgl. { and 13 ; peeces. 
The Bommell Doller. 
The Poliſh Guelder of fixtie Creutzer, elenen ounces, z + *pennic 
hine,and fifteene peeces. 
The Dollers of Briſgau, Tremone ten ounces, fifreene pennie 
weight fine, and fifteene pceces. | 
The Dollers of Luneborghten ounces,fixteene pennic ; fine, and 
fifteene peeces. 
The Baſell ſixtie Creutzer, Reynsborch,and Iſmenſen ten ounces, 
I 3, pennie,and fifreene peeces. 
The Doller of Rigaten ounces,2 + pennie weight,8 x 3 5 peeces 
Teaſtons, 
Of Mantua, Francis « 
Of Ferrara, Hercules and Alphonſius 
Of Berne, Yincent- 
Of Ottomanus Berne- | 
Of Lucernc, Epiſcops _— 
Of Milan, Lodowicwus \ fineeleuen ounces, 5 5 pen- 
Of Milan, Galeacirs -j nieweight,and 45 peeces. 
Of Friborgh, Nicolas y 
Of Sedun, XNicel.dan Adrian 
Of Solod, Yrſus ———— 
Of Sauoye, Carolus———— 
Of Caltile —— —— 4 
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Teaſtons. | | 
Of Portugall 1..7.L. ten ounces, ſeuen pennie weight 
Of France Franciſcus Che, and forticand two peeces to 
Of Lorayne 4.15 24+ 29.9the pound. 
Of Spaine, Ferdinand ) 
Of Nauarre, Anne [ ; : We 
Of Baden,Chriſoſfome > © QUNces, 10 5 pennie weight fine, 


Of Sauoy,Carolus and 39 peeces. 


Of Nauarre,Henricss 


Of Monſerat,George and _ ten ounces, 4 x pennie weight fine, 
Of Geneua, and 4.2 peeces. 


The Quarter Crownes. 


Of Fraunce 4 Eſcu of ten ounces,s 5 pennie fine, 
C and 39 peeces 


Of Lorayne fine nine ounces,$ - pennie weight 
4 oh, SC tothe pound. 


Of Sauoy Philip,ten ounces ,16 + pennie weight, 


The Rickx Doller of late Anno 1 567 fine renounces, 12 13 and 
1 4 pennie fine,and 12 + peeces, 
The peece of Cambray -- of a Dollerſixe ounces, ten pennie 
weight,and 123 peeces. 
The 38 Guſtaue of Liege ten ounces, foure pennic weight ſcarce, 
and peeces 122. 


The Chriſtopher Doller 4 5 . X 
The Doller Galiel.Sweaden F © * Ounces fine,and 12 5 peeces, 


The Angell of Scrickelborgh ten ounces, 7 + pennie weight, and 
78 > Peeces. | 
| The ten Creutzerof Salsborgh, Rauenborgh, Friſe, and Saxony 
eight ounces, ſeucn pennie, and 64 + peeces. 
The three Carols of Frankford, Campidona, Reynsborch,Patauia, 
Erneſtus, Otingus,Carelus and Salsborgh nine ounces fine, and 78 © 
Ceces. 
: The fixe Creutzer of Insborgh 10+ ounces fine, and 124+ 
peeces. 
The Grofle of Salsborgh foure ounces, 12 + pennie weight, and 


39 pecces. 


Batſenof foure Creutzers v9 

Of Fribourgh, Colmograue, ; 

Raynsbourgh, Taunte, fine,five ounces, ſeuen pennie weight 
Coſt x539, Roy, and and 109 ; pceces. 


Schafhuyſen, Bauicre, 
Brandebourgh, Ottinge. 


The Ausb.Saxon Groſle,and Conivgſteyn five ounces, ſeuen pen- 
nie fine, and 108 peeces. 
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T he Curienſis grofſe, Kempton, Baſlau, and Briſae, fiue ounces, 
ſeuen pence, and 106+ peeces. 

Of Noiling, Ambaſl. Markegraue, George and Wormeſer, foure 
ounces, 12 + pennic, and 94 + peeces. 

The Groile of Salsbourgh, fixe ounces 2 ; pennie weight, and 
118 + peeces. 

The Groſſe of Viena, fixe ounces, foure pennic weight, and 1 32 

ceces. F | 

Of Ausbourgh and Reynsbourgh, fix ounces 4 ; pennie fine, and 
155. peeces . | 

Of Carinthia, Tauen, Baſell, Shaf-huyſen, Campido and Brif- 
graue, ſix ounces,and 118 + peeces. 

Nummi dragme, fixe ounces fine, and 140 peeccs. 

Nummi dragme, fixe ounces, 2 + pennie fine, and 118+ peeces. 
The Gulielmus of Turinghia, fixe ounces , fiftecne pennie weight, 
and 129 pecces. 

The Bohemia Senube and the halfe, 5 ounces, ſeuen pennie fine, 
and 129 peeces. 

The 1 ; filuer Grofle,three ounces 7 + pennie weight, and cigh- 
tie ſeuen pecces. | 

The Kempter + Batts, foure ounces 12 + pennic weight, 192 5 

eces, | 

The Munichen © Batts, foure ounces, »2 + pennie fine, and 185 

Ccces . 
; The Gwlielmws Lion peece, twoounces,fiue pennie weight fine,and 
150,and 179 peeces. 

Peeces of twelue Creutzers, eight ounces, 7 - pennie weight, 
and 61 + pecces tothe pound, 

Of Viena,and Bauiere of twelue Creutzers, eight ounces,7 + pen- 
nie fine, and 57 peeces. 

Of twelue Creutzers tenne ounces, tenne pennie weight fine, and 
G1 7 peeces. | 

Of ſix Creutzers, tenne ounces, tenne penniec weight fine, and 
123 Peeces. 

Of three Creutzers,fiue ounces, ten pennie fine,and x 36 + peeces. 

Of fix Creutzers of Viena, cight ounces, 7 + pennie fine, and 
I 14 PCcces. 

Of three Creutzers of Viena, foure ounces, 8.5 pennic weight 
fine, and 129 peececs. __ 

Of three Creutzers of Bauicre,foure ounces,cight penny weight, 
and 375 peeces. 

Of Ausbourgh and Vime Creutzers 5 ounces, 5 pennie weight, 
and peeces 384. 

Albi of Coloigne, Mentz,and Trier, 5 { ounces fine, and 345, 
179, and 342 peeccs. 

Albi of Norenbourgh, Frankford, Bambourgh,and Palatin Rhene, 
foure ounces, cightecne pennie, and rs 3 Peeces. | 

| Dad 2 
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Bohemia white pennic; five ounces, ſcuen pennie weight fi ne, and 


924 PCeces. ? : ; 
Bohemia blacke pennie, two ounces, 1 3 5 pennie fine, and}9go 


Ceces. 
: Dupli Maui 5; of Galielmus Turinghia, two ounces , fifteene pen- 
nie weight,and 440 peeces. =o 
Simpli dupli of fiue ounces tenne pennie weight,and 832 peeces, 
The — of one filuer groſle, or duodena, three ounces 3 + penny 
weight, and 874 7 peeces. 
Duplus of twoounces fine, and 324 peeces tothe pound, 
The fixegroſſc of Polonia, fixe ounces fine, and 137 peecesto 
the pound, 
The $1zi/mond of Pruſſia 1534, 10 ounces, 1 1 pennie weight 
fine, and 69 peeces. | 
The other with the Armes of Danficke, x o ounces + pennie fine, 
and. 69 peeces. | ; 
The Sigiſmond 1532 , and 1535, but 10 ounces, foure pennie 
weight fine, and 69 pecces. 
he foure groſſe pennie, eight ounces fine, and 81 peeces. 
The three groſle Pruſſia alb, 10 ounces, 10 - pennie fine, and 
138 peeces. 
The ſame of Melicin 1340, of 1o ounces foure pennic, and 10 
pennie fine, and 138 pee&s. R 
The groſle of Prague, nine ounces 12 + pennie fine, and 180 
PEeces . | : 
The Ferdinand of Danſicke, 5 ounces fine, and 1 80 peeces: 
The Wersbourgh ſoli of Dans and Pruſſia, 5 ounces 6 - pennie, 
and 157 + peeces. 
The two Croſſes and Har, foure ounces fine, and 180 pecces. 
The Bre 1499,the Key and Ioan,three ſtyuers, ten ounces, foure 
nie fine,and 156 peeces.*©— 
. Theeight Shilling of Danſicke 1 5 4 1 fine,ten ounces, twelue pett- 
ne,and 't 56 peeces. | 
The Deghen of Ruſſia, Moſcouia,and de Narde,cleuen ounces, thir- 
reene penrife weight,and 545 7 peeces or Dengen. 
The markefticke of Lubecke, Ladie Marie renne ounces 16 5 pen- 
nic, and twentie ſcuen peeces. | | 
Thethree Armes of Magenbourgh, fiuc ounces 8 | pennie ; and 
twentie {euen peeces. | 
* Fheother peece of clenen ounces, 3 © pennie weight, and fiftic 
One Peeces ., 
The Franks of France, three to one Crowne, tenne ounces fine, 
and 26 + peeces. 
The Turones of France, tenne onnees, eighteene pennic weight, 
and 25+ peeces. 
The French two ſoulz, and foure foulz, ſix ounces 6 * pennie fine, 
and 117 peeces. 
po The 
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The double H and of one Soulz, three ounces, fifteenc pennie 


fine, and-1 32 peeces. 
The old ſoulz with >, foure ounces, fiue pennie weight fine, and 


175 peeces. | 
The ordinarie French ſoulz, three ounces tenne pennie fine, and 


147 PECeces. 
The late French ſoulz, three ounces 6 + pennie fine, and 147 
eces. 

B The Lyarts of France H. three ounces fine Scarce. 

The Pettic denier, Pa. and Pettie denier Tor, one ounce + , and 

270, and 337 +; peeces. | 
Pettie Maille were one ounce fine, and 450 peccs, andnow all 


Copper. 

The ſhilling of England of Queene Elizabeth, eleuen ounces, two 

nnie fine, and fixtic peeces. 

The Engliſhgroats, eleuen ounces, two pennie weight,and 129 

eces. 

The Engliſh ſhilling of late,eleuen ounces fine,and fixtie twq pee- 
ces to the pound. þ 

The peece of nine pence, called ſtluer Harpe, eleuen ounces fine, 
and eightie two peeces , 

The Baſe Iriſh Harpe,three ounces fine,and cightie two peeces. 

The Old Harpe, nine ounces , fixe pennie weight fine , and 
I 02 PCeeces. 

The King Hernrie baſe groat, foure ounces, two pennie weight fine, 
and peeces. 

TheEngliſh ſixe pence or halfe ſhilling , eleuen ounces fine, and 
I 2.4 PEeces. 

The pennic, two pence, and halfe pennie acordingly. | 

The three Ryall peeces of Alberts of Auſtria, ten ounces, fifteene 
pennie fine, and fortie peeces. 

The fingleRyalls, the halfe, and the fourth parts accordingly. 

The double Guilder of Albert#s, tenne ounces, 1 5 pennie weight, 
and 145 peeces. 

The ſingle Guilder,the halfe and quarters of the ſame finenes, and 
peecesaccordingly. 

The peeces of foure, two, and one Stiuer ſince 1 590. 

The peeces of eight Ryalls of Spaine, of elcuen ounces, foure 
pennie weight, and 13 + peeces. 

The ſaid peeces made at Mexicoin the Indies, eleuen ounces fine, 
and 13 + peeces. | 

The Lion Doller of the Prince of Orange, of nine; ounces fine, 
and thirteene peeces. 

The filuer Ryder of Guildersand Frize-land, correſpohdent with 
the States Doller of nine ounces. ” | 

The Dollers of Guelders and Vtrecht, tenne ounces, tenne and 


twelue pennic fine, and thirteene peeces. 
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The peat filuer Royall of the States correſpondent with the 
Phillip Doller. ; 
The -:- part of the ſaid great Royall, with the Arrowes actor- 
dingly . | 
The Dvller of Zealand, with the Eagles of nine ounces fine, and 
I } ; PEeeces. | | 
"7 e Edward Doller of England, of eleuen ounces two pennie 
weight fine, and 1 1 5 peeces. 
The Doller of Scotland with the croſſe Daggers, eleuen ounces, 
two pennie weight fine, and 1 1 + peeces. ; 
The Marke of Scotland eleuen ounces two pennie weight fine, 


and 54 peeces. 
The Doller of Frize-land coyned 1 601, of nine ounces fine, and 


I 3 x PCeces. ; 
| Coynes made of meere Copper. 


He Ortgens, whereof foure make one Stiuer, and two the halfe 
Stiver. | 
\ The Duyts alſo foure make one Stiuer, | 
. The Negenmannekens, the eight make a Stiuer , and foure' the 
halfe Stiuer. 
The three Mites, whereof eight peeces to the Stiuer is 24 Mites. - 
The fixteene pence Hollandts make one Stiuer , and: eight the 
halfe Stiuer. 
For other Copper Moneys, read the fifch precedent Chapter of 
Moneys. = 


5 
Errorof Triall © $0 I doe conclude this Chapter, with an errour committed in the 
peeces for the 


making of the Standard Triall Peeces , yſed in moſt Kingdomes 
and Stafes to charge the Mint-maſters to make the Moneys by ; 
wherein they doe not proceed according to the Rule of Arithmatike, 
by obſeruing true weight and fineneſſe. For if it bee appointed to 
make a Standard peece of tenne ounces fine, they will take certaine 
ounces of fine Siluer and Copper proportionable thereunto,and melt 
them together, and being made into a plate of Siluer , diuide the 
ſame into three equallparts to be delivered, one tothe King, another 
tothe Warden,and thethird to the Mint-maſter , and hereof are Aſ- 
ſayes made both of this peece and the moneys, and ſocompared to- 
gether. As if a man ſhould rake eleuen ounces twopennie weight of 
fine Siluer, and eightcene pennie weight of Copper, both in weight 
and meltthem together, making twelue ounces by weight, and neuer 
weigh them afterthey bee commixed : But ſay this is ſterling Stan- 
dard, whereasthe weight, both of the one and of the otherdoth pro- 
portionate the Standard by weight,for in regard of the waſte of cop- 
per this is better than Standard, and ought to-bee made exattly : ſo 
that the peeces alſo are to be correſpondent to the pound weight, for 


| thefoundation riſeth from hence, as in the following Chapter ap- 


peareth, 
CHAP, 
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Of theV, aluation of Moneys,and the Proportion be- 
tweene Gold and Siluer. 


LY Aluation of Moneys is the Spirit which giueth 

2 life vnto coynes, for without it, weight and fine- 

neſle are in the nature of Bullion or Materialls. 

) This Valuation is twofold : the firſt isdone by Tv — 

& publicke authoritie of Princes and States,where- n_— 
/ by the pecces of coynes are eſteemed at a price 

'% certaine, both for Gold and Silver, to go currant 

for that value within their kingdomes and dominions : the ſecond, 

is the Valuation of Merchants by way of Exchange betweene vs 

and other nations,which is predominant and overruleth the former, 

as heretofore hath becne touched,and now will be proued. 

The Kings or Princes Valuation is effeted three manner of waies, Kings valna- 
vis. by inhauncing the price of the coyne,by Proclamation , ſecond- "OP: 
ly,by embeaſiling the fandard of money by allay ;and thirdly, by 
altering the proportion betweene Gold and Siluer. 

The Merchants Valuation is alſo effeted three manner of waies, A 
wiz, by the price of Exchange for moneys riſingand falling from ; 
time to time ; by the tolleration of the coynes ata higher rate be- 
tweene them , and by the combination with Mint-maſters, inhance- 
ing the price of the Marke of Gold and Siluer. Of all theſe inorder 
briefely, 

The Kings Valuation is deriued or drawne from the verie pecce 
or peeces made out of the pound weight of twelue ounces, or the 
markeof cight ounces, which the Romans did call Nummus 4 nume- 
rande,to tell or reckon by . The Saxons gaue it the name Pfemimg,or 
Pennimick in Ducth, from whence the word pennie is derived : for 
they cutting twentie peeces out of the pound Troy of twelue oun- 
ces, made twentie pence cuerie way, thatis toſay, twentie pence in ,q,., 
weight,rwenrie pence in value ; and conſequently diuiding the fine- Gnefls bock 
neſſe alſo by twentic pennie weight, and euerje pennie weight in abke _— 
twentie and foure graines, which was the auncient ſterling ſtandard —_ 
of Osbright the Saxon King,ſeuen hundrerh yeares paſt: which Va- 
luation ſo continued vntill King Edward the third , and yatill Hewrie 
the 
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The ounce of 
filuer aduan- 
ccd becauſe of 
the inhancing 
of money be- 
yond the ſcas 


*The Canker 
of Englands 
Common. 
wealth, 


Angell Noble 
inhanced, 


theixth,and then was valuedat thirtie pence the ſaid ounce,and con- 
tinued vntill Edwardthe fourth,and then valued at fortie pence, and 
ſo continued vntill King Hepriethe cight,and then was valucd at for- 
tie and five pence,and ſocontinued vnrill Queene Elizabeth, who (af- 
ter the decry of the baſe money made by King Edward the fixth, 
which King Heprie his father had cauſed to be coyned)did reſtore the 
ſterling ſtandard to her great benefit, by valuing the ſaid ounce at fix- 
tie pence, or 5 f, inhauncing the ſame one full third part , ſo that 
one of thoſe pence became three pence by valuation : and Gold was 
raiſed according ro the proportion of cleuen of fine Siluerto one of 
fine Gold ; or eleuen of ſtandard Siluer, roone of Crowne. Gold, 
which valuation of Siluer hath continued hitherto, with little al- 
teration, 

But beyond the ſeas there hath been great inhancing, both for the 
coynes of filuer and gold,as wel in Fraunce as in the Low-countries, 
and Germanie, to Englands incredible lofle, as is at large declared 
in our * Treatiſe of Exchange . This (daily) inhauncing beyond the 
ſeas began in the time of King Henrie the eight, who went abour to 
reforme the ſame : butafrerwards finding that if he ſhould inhance 
his price of moneys, likewiſe they would ſtill aduance theirs more 
and more, he began but moderately ; and whereas the Angell Noble 
(ſo called) was at ix ſhillings eight pence, hewauſcd the ſame to be 
valuedat ſeuen ſhillings and foure pence, by a Proclamation in the 


_ eighteenth ycare of his raigne,and within two moneths afterat ſeuen 


Francis the 
French King, 
and Charles the 
fifth Emperor. 


ſhillings fix pence, and withall he did write vnto other Princes con- 
cerning the ſame , and Commiſſioners came ouer abour it, bur all 
was in vaine ; whereupon he gaucan abſolute authoritieto Cardinall 
Wolſey by letters patents as followeth. | 


[q* NRIE the eight,by the grace of God, King of England and of Frannce, 

defendor of the Faith, Lord of Ireland, to the moſt remerend Father in 
God,onr moſt truſtie ard moſt entierly beloued Councellor,the Lord Thomas, 
Cardinall of Yorke, Archbiſhop, Legat de Leiceſter of the See Apoſtolicke, 
Primat of England, and our Chauncellor of the ſame, greeting . For 4s 
much as coynes of moneys, as well of gold as of fuluer, be of late daies raiſed 
and inhaunced both in the realme of France, as alſo in the Emperors Low- 
countries, and in other parts,conto higher prices than the werie poiz, weight 
and fineſſe and valuation of the fame , and otherwiſe than they were accu- 


ſtomed to bee currant , by meanes whereof , the money of this our realme s 


daily , andof a lono ſeaſon hath beene,by ſunarie perſons ( a5 well our ſub- 
ws, as ſtrangers, for their particular gaine and lucre ) conueyed out of this 
realme into the parts beyond the ſeas, and ſo ts likely to continue more and 
more,to the great hinderance «f the generalitie of Our ſubieits and people,and 
to the no little imponeriſhing of our [aid realme,if the ſamebe not ſpeedily re- 


. medied and foreſeene.We,after long debating of the matter with you and ſun- 


arie other of Our Councell , and after remiſſion made onto outward Princes 


for reformation thereof, finding finally no manner of remedie tobe had at 


their 
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their hands, have by mature deliberation determined , That Our coynes and 
moneys ( as well of Gold as of Siluer ) ſhall bee by our Officers of our Mint 
from henceforth made at ſuch fineſſe, lay, ſtandard andwvalue as may be equi- 
walent correfondent and agreeable to the rates of the valuation inhannced and 
raiſed in outward parts,4s ts afore ſpecified : whereupon Wee Vine giuen com- 
maundement by Our other Letters under our great Seale, tothe Maſter War- 
den, Comptroller, and other Officers of Our ſaid Mint and to enerie of them, 
to ſee this Onr determmation put in execution of the ſaid coynes by Proclanwa- 
tion or otherwiſe,as in the print, coyne, ſtroake of the ſame. Wherefore by theſe 
preſents Wee will and authoriſe you to proceed not onely from time to time, 
when you ſhall ſeeme conueniently by admee of ſuch other Our Councell as 
you ſhall thinke good,to the limitation, deſcription,and deuiſing, how and after 
what manner and forme Our ſaid coynes and moneys may be broaght wntothe 
rates and values, fineſſe, lay, ſtandard, and print by you and thew' thought to 
be requifite, but alſo to' appoint Our ſaid Officers of Our Mint duely to fol- 
low, execute, obey, and fulfill the ſame in euerie point according . 1n which 
doing theſe Our Letters under our great Seale ſhall be your ſufficient war- 
rant and diſcharge ; any At, Statute,Ordinance or Law, or other thing what- 
ſormer it be to the contrarie notwithſtanding. 1n witneſſe whereof We haue cau- 
ſed theſe preſents tobe ſealed with Our great Seale,at Weſtminſter the 2.3 day 
of Tulie,in the eighteenth yeare of Our raigne (7c. ; 


Graftons Chronicle doth record that all was to no purpoſe, for the 
inhauncing might on both fides haue run ad infinitum. Atterwards in 
the rwoand twentieth yeare of his raigne , finding that Merchants 
did tranſport ſtill the moneys, or made them ouer by exchange, and 
made no imployment vpon the commodities of thereatme ; hecau- 
ſed a Proclamation to be made according toan old ftarote 1 4 Richard 
2, Thatnoperſon ſhould make any exchange contrarie ro the true * 
meaning thereof, vpon paine to be taken the Kings morrall enemie, 
and to forfeit all that he might forteir, 

Hereupon it fell out,thar Iawleffe neceſfitie did runto the other 
extreame of imbaſing the moneys byallay,whereby alt rhings came 


tobe out of order. For baſe money makerh cuerie thing deere; and paſ moneys, 


ouerthroweth the courſe of exchange berweene Merchants,andcan- 
ſeth much counterfeit money to be made to buy the commodities 
of the realme, and to deſtroy the good moneys, like vnto the feuen 
leane Kine of Pharaoth which'deuoured the ſeuen fat Kme it ſhort 
time : asappeared of late within the realm of Treland, whict is*more 
dangerous in thoſe kingdomes where their moneys arcof rich ftan- 


dard,whereby many commorions happen, as in Frautice-duting the Commorions 


raigne of Philip le Bell. And Peter the fourth King 6f Aragor,did for 
this cauſe confiſcate the Iſlands of Matorca and Minorca, rw king- 
domes inthe Mediterrancan ſea, whereas the policic of thoſe trari- 
ons which do vſe ſeuerall ſtandards of moneys; 'tothr-prenent the 
fame, becauſe that promiſcuouſly they make and coint moneys of ſe- 
uerall ſtandards according tothe occafton, which is wotthie the' ob- 
ſeruation : 


—_— 
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1* ſervation: andasall extreames are vicious and defectiue, ſo doth ir 
befall thoſe countries which will haue no baſe money atall, and 
are made a prey vnto other nations by the exchange for moneys, 
which muſt be maintained withall, as I haue made and ſhall make 
more apparant. | 

Proportion ThethirdeffeGor alteration of the Kings Valuation of money is 
berweenegold 1416 Proportion betweene goldand filuer, being in moſt countries 
twelue to one, that is toſay,one pound of {iluer for one ounce of gold 
wherein there is more operation than moſt men do imagine.For you 
cannot aduance or inhance the one, but you abate and diminiſh the 
other, for they ballance ypon this paralell . And whereas Eng. 
land by continuance of eleuen to one hath beene a great looſer of 
gold; ſo now by aduancing the ſame not onely to rwelue to one, bur 
to 13 : for one, there hath followeda veriegreat loſle of our filuer 
which is ouer much abated, as may appeare if we do but conſider 
that the French Crowne of fixe ſhillings was anſwered with fix ſhil- 
lings infiluer,ands now full ſeuen ſhillings and foure pence, and our 
ſix ſhillings in filuer arethe veric ſame : tor twelue ounces of Crown 
gold of twentie and two carrats at 3® 6/f maketh 39® 12 f, 
and 108 French Crownes the which are made out of the pound 
weightof twelue ounces at ſeuen ſhillings foure pence, maketh alſo 
39® 12. Hereupon roequalize the filuer vnto gold againe will 
breed a generall inhauncing of things within the realme, for the al- 
teration of the meaſure of moneys cauſerhthe denomination to fol- 
low in number to make vp the tale, which requireth great proui- 
Exchangefal- dence, For we find that other nations perceiuing our goldto be in« 
van _ n- hanced, have abated the price of exchange, (according towhich the 
gold in the prices of commodities arcruled ) ſo that rhe ſme goeth ar thirtie 
Lon-countzies 2nd foure ſhillings ſix pence,or thirtic and fiue ſhillings Flemiſh for 
our twenrtie ſhillings ſterling, whereas before they did allow and 
reckon thirtic ſeuen ſhillings and fx pence or thereabouts , which is 
aboue our inhauncing of ten procent. and ought to be almoſt thirtie 
eight ſhillings, whereof our Mint men can takeno notice,much leſle 
our Goldſmiths and Merchants, which eirher are ignorant,or wiſe 
in their owne conceits ; and it isa hard matter to find in one man that 
which belongeth to the profeſſions of many , and when it js found 
to imbrace it ; for wiſdome draweth backe , where blind Byard 

Is audatious. | 
For mine owne part, although it were to be wiſhed ( which is 
not robe hoped)rthat we were of the Scithiansmind,who contemned 
filuerand gold as muchas other men do admire the ſame : yet ſee- 
ing money is by the iudgement of the wiſeſt ſoneceſſariero the com- 
mon-wealth, that it ſcemeth to be the Sinowes of peace,and (as it 
were) the Life and Breath of warfare ; I could nor (if I were a Law- 
giuer with Zicurgw)baniſh gold and filuer as the cauſes of mucheuil, 
and bring in yron in place,vnlefſe I might be perſnuaded'as he was) of 
{uch good ſuccefle againſt varighteous dealings as iſſued thereby,but 


rather 


" A As A A IA I I 


rathervſe the pretious mettalls ſo conueniently as I might, and fy p- 
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plic the defe&t with baſer coyne,wnereunto theſe chiete mettals of 


old and ſiluer cannot ſerue without great loſſe and inconuenience: 
OrelſeI would by the courſe of exchange for moneys, preuent all 
and abound with moneys and bullion, hauing ſuch Staple commodi- 
ties to procure the ſame withall, whereof other nationsare deſtitute. 
Let vs now therefore enter into conſideration of the Merchants Va- 
luation in exchange, which we haue noted to be predominant, and 


Merchants va» 
luation preg9» 


ouerruling the Kings Valuation. For if the King do value a peece of minam, 


ſterling filuer weighing about foure pennie weight at twelue pence, 
it wil be currant ſo within the realm. But Merchants in exchange wil 
value theſameat 11 5 pence,and commonly at eleuen pence, and ſo 
it will be tranſported a ſpecie by a low exchange, and the commodi- 
ties of the realme will be ſold accordingly, as you may vnderſtand 
by the declaration of exchanges in our third part of this booke 


hereafter. 


This Valuation of Merchants hath two handmaides beyond the 
ſeas, which do aduance the forreine coyne in price, as we do by ex- 
change abate the ſame . For Merchants when they haue occaſion to 
v{e any ſpecies of coynes for tran{portation(as Dollers for the Eaſt- 
countries to buy corne, or Royalls of plate for the Eaſt-Indies, or 
French Crownes for Fraunce)will giue one, two or three Styuers or 


Soulz vpona peece to haue the ſame,whereby other Merchants buy- 
ing commodities, will condition to make their paiment in ſuch 
coynes accordingly ; and ſo itgoeth from man to man by tolleration 
which is called Currant money in merchandiſe, or Permiſhon mo- 


ney, whereby the ſame are inhaunced two or three vpon the hun- 


dreth at the leaſt. This inconuenience ſeemethrobe remedileſle, as 


the Placcart of the Eſtates of the vnited'Prouinces declareth, albeit 


the courſe of it is beneficiall vato them, and in regard of them may 


well becalled Permiſſion money.For when they will not breake the 


coyne of other nations(as the manner is in all Mints)then itis either 
valued rather aboue the value,which contenterh the ſaid nations, and 
ſo is permitted to paſſe betweene man and man,which draweth mo- 
neys vnto them which doth not endurelong . For thelaſt and third 
effet of Merchants Valuation between the Mint-maſters(wholoue 
tobe doing)and the ſaid Merchants commeth in place, either by aba- 
ting the price of theſaid forreine coyne by Proclamation to auoid 
their hands of it, or togather vp coynes before they be inhanced,di- 
uiding the benefit between them & the Financiers, who are Officers 
of their Treaſurie , whichis done with greardexteritie cuerie way ; 
in ſo much, that when it ſeemerh they will not haue forreine coyne, 
and to that end they vnderualue the ſame , then haue they their-Ex- 
changers or Brokers to gather vp thoſe moneys ro be brought to 
their Mint,where they will giue ſecrerly a benefit, and helpethem- 


ſelues by the ſheire , which cannor be done withour I 
tie : Sothat all things duely conſidered, there is noching bur the rute 


of 


Currant mGs 
ney in mecr- 


chandiſe, 


AMR 1594, 


Valuation al- 
rered dy pra- 
Riſe withMint 
maſters, 
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Permuration 
of Moneyes. 


Alt, 1611, 


Siluer is 500 
to one in 
quantitic, by 


weight extant. 


of exchange to preuent and moderate all theſe inconueniences, 
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which (to make men beleeue) is to vndertake Hercules Labours : for 
herein doth the motion conſiſt, and Motws maior expellit minsrem. 

Touching the Proportion betweene gold and filuer in valuation : 
albeit ſomeare of opinion, That the ſame is not much material! inthe 
courſe of trafficke, yet experience hath ſhewed vnto vs, that the 
contrarie muſt be beleeued before their conceits : And whereas they 
haue made obferuation vpon my former aſſertion to this purpoſe, 
That Spaine holdeth the Proportion of twelue to one,and Portugal! 
holdeth but tento one ; they doe not marke the reaſon added there- 
vnto, which is, That betwcene thoſe Kingdomes there areno com- 
modities to eſtabliſh any traficke . So that exportation of filuer for 
gold, orgold for filuer, is but a permutation betweene them without 
any profit : But England and other Countreys affoording meanes to 
import aboundance of forraine commodities, and gold being with 
vs 1n greatereſtimation than heretofore (being but of late ycares ad- 
uanced from eleuen to twelue for one, that is to ſay, From cleuen 
ounces of filuer to twelue ounces of filuer, tor one ounce of gold) 
was continually tranſported in returne of the ſaid forraine commodi- 
ties, the exchange notanſwering the true value of the gold : ſothat 
now when our gold is yet more aduanced, the filuer is thereby more 
abated in price, giuing 1 3 + for one : and therefore no maruell that 
goldis imported vntovs, and4iluer is exported, there being a gaine 
of aboue tenne and twelue pro cent . And this loſle of filuer farre 
cxcceederh the gold in value,becaulc in quantitie there is in the world 
500 of filuer to one of gold': andif any filucrby accident be impor- 
ted, it iSexported againe for the Eaſt-Indies and other places, they 
2iuing more for it than the price of our Mint , for gaine is the com- 
mander of all. 


The Proportions ſed withis the memorie of man, are as followeth, 


JN the Low-countries they did reckon two Phillip Dollers, for the 

Emperours Royall of gold, whereby one marke of gold did coun- 
teruatle eleuen marke of filuer, being eleuen to onc in the pound ac- 
cordingly. 

In Spaine one marke of gold was valued at 5 ; - Peſos,cuerie Peſo 
450 Maluedeis ; and cucrie marke of Siluer 2259 Maluedeis, ma- 
keththemarke of gold robe but 10 ; valued by {iluer : but the Spa- 
niſh Piſtolers of twentierwo Carrats fine, to eleuen Royalls, is cle- 
ven of filuerto one of gold. 

In France the marke of gold valued at ſeuentie foure Crownes, 
and the filuerat 6 ; Crownes, maketh the proportion 11 = parts, 
but valuing the French Crowne at three Frankes, is eleven to one. 

In England the Angel at ten ſhillings, and the filuer at ſixtic ſhil- 
lings the pound Troy of 1 2 ences bets that ſix Angels did wcigh 
an ounce, made alſo elcuen to one. 

In 
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In Germany one marke of Siluer, at 8 } Gold guilders, maketh 
11; for 1; but the valuation of moneys being altered hath alſo 
altered the ſame. 

In Rome the pound of filuer at r08 Catlint, and the Ducat of 
gold 99+ is12 to 1. So at Millaine the Ducat 122, and the Tea- 
ſton 28 isbut 9 © for 1. The ſiluerbeing fo in requeſt there -for the 
making of gold and filuer threed,that is to fay,filuer threed guilt and 
white. Now forall placesof momentarie traffickeit is 12 to 1, and 
in England 13 + to 1, as hath beene declared. 


_ 


Thewaluation of forreine coyne of gold and filuer, publiſhed in the wnited 
Low Prouinees on the 21 day of Inlie 1622,with the orders eſtabliſhed 
by the Eſtates of the faid Countries, for the better obſeruation of the 
{aid valuation, which neuer the leſſe are continually infringed from time 
to tune : And the like is done in other countries , ſo that ro obſerue our 
owne rule according to Equalitic and Equitie, will be fonnd the beſt and 
fafeſt conrſe of Politicke gouernment. 


The great golden Ryder of the Guilders, Stiners. Flemiſh: 


vnited Prouinces,-—— 11— 6 0r 37/. 8d 
The halfe of the ſaid Ryder F—13—18-—10 
The double Ducat of the ſaid Provinces with 

the Letters . — 8—10—28— 4 
The French Croyne———————  ;—1-l; 0 
The Piſtolet of Spaine of foure Piftolets—1 5— 8—5 1— 4 
The double Piſtoler of Spaine — I} 8 


The ſingle Piſtolet after the rare———— 23—17—I2— 10 
The Albertins or ducars of 4lbertus of Auſtria 5— 1 3—18— 10 
The double Roſe Noble of England———-1 8— z12—-62— o 
The Roſe Noble of Henricws, Edward, and 


'Queene Elizabeth —— — — g— 6—3L— 0 
The Henricus Noble——- — FS 6-8 
The Flemiſh Noble old and new of the vnited 
__ Countries ———— - 8—- 0-—26— 8 
Theold Angell of England-—-——-—-—-—— 6—- 4—-20— 8 
The new Ryder of Guelders and Freeſeland- 3—- 13—12— 2 
The gold Guilder of thoſe Mints=————— 3— 2=--10---- 4 


All which coynes are to bee weighed with their accuſtomed 
weight,and the remedie of two graines and no more,with ſome lit:le 
aduantage ouer, or atthe leaſt being within the reſt of the ballance : 
Prouided alwaies, that the coynes of their due fincneſſe (although 
they be lighter) ſhall be currant, paying for cucric graine wanting, 
two ſtjuers, 


E & Silaey 
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The teoth to 
bereccined: in 
copper monics 


Silner Coynes. 

Guilders. Stiuers. Flemiſh, 

| 8 

The Lyon Doller of the Low Prouinces ——-2— o—6— 8 
The Rickx Dollers in generall ————1—8— , 
The Croſſe Doller of cAlberiws—— 2—— J—J—10 
The Spaniſh Ryalls of 8 ——— $——— 
The Doller of Zealandand Friſe with the Eagle 1-——1o0—5—. 5, 
The Floren or Guilder of Friſeland —I— &4— 8 


The Engliſh Shilling,and of great Brittaine 
The Marke peece,or Thiſtle of Scotland 
The Harpe of Scotland and Ireland 
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Andif any of the ſaid peeces be found to want of their weight, 
and the appointed remedy, within the reſt of the ballance, or ſome 
littleaduanrage ouer,they ſhall be currant, paying (for cueric graine 
wanting)two pence Hollandts,whereof 16 make one ſtiuer,and the 
Engliſh groats are made bullion,or ſhall not be currant, 


Small Moneys for ordinarie payments. 


T He Shillings of all the ſeuerall Prouinces reſpectively, 

and of the Mints of Nimogen, Deuenter, Campen 
and Swoll— - 6 Stiuers 
The halfe Shillings after the rate— = ——-3 Stiuers 
Thepeeces called Flabs of Groninghen g ſtiuers,the doublc 8 Stiuers 
The twintigſt part of the great ſiluer Royall 2 + Stiuers 
The double and ſingle ſtivers of all theſe countries—2 & 1 Stiuer 


1 Of all which ſmall moneys for the payments of rents, intereſt 
or abatement of the ſame, as alſo of all manner of Merchandiſe ex- 
cceding in one parcell the ſumme of one hundreth Guilders, no man 
ſhallbe bound to receive more than the tenth pennie. 

2 The Duytsaccording tothe order of the Prouinces made in the 
Prouinciall Mints, and none other, are as yet tollerated for a Duyt : 
and all other copper moneys of the Prouinciall Mints are alſo tolle- 
rated to be paied out for one pennie the peece, the 16 whereof make 
one Hollandts Stiuer and not aboue ; whereas we do intend hercaf- 
rer to prohibit the ſame to be currant forany price, becauſe wee will 
prouide our ſelues forthwith with ſo much copper mony as the com- 
modiouſneſſe ſhall require. 

3 Wedoalſo prohibit from henceforth no copper moneys to be 
brought into theſe countriesaboue rwo ſtiuers, vpon paine often ſti- 
uers for euerie peece to be forfeited : and whoſocuer ſhall iſſue any 
copper moneys abouethe ſaid price , ſhall incur the like penaltic of 
ten ſtjuers for euerie peece. 

4 Andallthe faid coynes ſhall be currant in theſe Prouinces = 

the 


- 
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the prices aforeſaid, declaring all other peeces for bullion, which by Allether 


this Our proclamation are not yalued,prohibitingany of the ſaid pee- 


ces to be offered or receiued ; asalſotopreſle any of thoſe which are moken. 


valued tobe paied at a higher price than they are valued,and likewiſe 
offerto put forth other coynes of gold and filuer valued, which are 
clipped,waſhed, broken, mended, neiled or otherwiſe augmented in 
weight,vpon forfeiture of all the ſaid coynes ſoto be offeredat high- 
er rates than this proclamation doth permit : and if the fat benotin- 
ſtantly diſcoucred,to forfeit the value thereof, and moxeouer the qua- 
druple or the value thereof, or 2 4 guilders in liew thereof,if the ſaid 
coynes did not amount to ſixe guilders for the firſt time,theſecond 
time double, and for the third time quadruple; and moreouer arbi- 
trable correRtion according to the qualitie of the fact, 

5 Without that any diſtinRion ſhall be made, whether the ſaid 
coynes were inſtantly paied from forreine parts, or ſent from ſome 
one Prouince or Towne intoanother, in which caſe, if the receiver 
thereof will be freed of the ſaid forfeiture, he is togiuenotice of 
it within twentie and foure houres after the receipt thereof vnto the 
Magiſtrates orother Officers to be thereunto appointed, to theend 


they may proceed therein againſt the ſender of the ſaid coyne, as it 


ſhall or may appertaine. 

6 Yet ſhal the ſaid Receiuer keepe the ſaid coyns wholly to him- 
ſelfe, if the ſaid moneys be ſent ynto him in paiment of a former 
debt,and neuerthelefle haue his aQion againſt the partie for ſo much 
as they ſhall want of the ſaid valuation : and ifthe ſaid coynes be ſent 
for any debt as yet not due, or to be made, the ſaid Receiuer ſhall re- 
ſerue to himſelfe ſo much as the forfeiture commeth vnto,and the re- 
mainder ſhall be deliuered to the ſaid Magiſtrate or Officer, 

7 The Magiſtrats in placesalſo where all ſuch moneys areſent at 
a higher rate than the ſaid Proclamation, ſhal be bound to makegood 
the ſaid inhancing vnto the Receiuer to whom the ſaid moneys were 
ſent ; yet ſo that they may redemaund the ſame of the Magiſtrate of 
the place from whence the ſaid coynes wereſent, who ſhall alſo in- 
ſtantly reembourſe the ſame and haue power torecouer it, with the 
forfeitures therunto belonging,and hereby ordained againſt the per- 
ſons and goods of thoſe who haue ſent the ſameata higher price. 

$ All whichſhallbee obſeruedalſofrom the one Prouince vnto 
another, or the Counting-houſes of the generalitie, wherein they 
ſhall be ayding and aſſiſting cach other,to maintaine the ſaid Procla- 
mation accordingly. | 

9 And Wedointend that the ſaid forfeitures ſhall be impoſed as 
well vpon the receiuer as vponthe payer, cucricone tothe full, vn- 
leſſe one of the parties did forthwith denounce the ſameto the Ma- 
eiſtrates,in which caſe (whether he be the receiuer or payer) he ſhall 
be quit and free of the ſaid forfeiture, and morcouerenioy the one 
third part of the offendors forfeiture. | 

10 Prohibiting and expreſſely commanding,that no man hence- 

7 - - forth 
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forth ſhall preſume to buy or ſell any wares or merchandiſes, or 
deale for moneys by exchange or intereſt, nor buy new or old 
rents, or otherwiſe deale and negotiate than according to the 
ſaid price and valuation of moneys of this Our permiſſion and Ordi- 
nance,vpon forfeiture of the ſaid ſummes, and moreouer quadruple 
the value thereof. 

1r Ourintention being, Thatno paiments of Impoſts, Demeſnes 
or Reuenues of Lands, Townes, Villages.contra&ts of Merchandiſes, 
Hires, Rents,intereſt or any Debts ſhall be paicd than according to 
this our valuation ; to weete,cuerie Guelder with the one halfe of a 
 LyonDoller, and one pound Flemiſh with three Lyon Dollers, or 

with other coynes of gold and ſiluer, according to their intrinſicke 
value,as the ſaid Lyon Doller, or the great Golden Royall now con- 
taineth. After which two(as being chiefe and ſtandard pecces)all the 
precedent moneys of gold and filuerare valued ; without that it ſhall 
be lawfull vato any man to makeany tighter paiment than according 
to the ſaid valuation,vpon paine the ſame to be void, and no courſe of 
law to be miniſtred thereupon, and moreouer to incurre the penaltie 
in the next Article mentioned : according to which, all courts of ju- 
ſtice, Magiſtrates of the bench or judgement ſeates, and all other Iyu- 
ſtices are to pronounce their ſentences, and to make their decrees, 
notwithſtanding any treſpas which contraric to Our intention and 
expeRation might be praQtiſed; or at any time be put in vre,cancel- 
ling from henceforthall thoſe whichare contrary to the ſame, forbid- 
ding any execution, depoſitation'of moneys, or other courſes of ju- 
ſtice to be done therupon : declaring moreouer, that all ſuch Iudges 
as ſhall have pronounced the ſentences,and the ſaid Officers that ſhall 
have aſſiſted rherin ſhali forfeit and incur the penaltie of fiue Ncther- 
; land golden Royals for cuerie perſon at euerie time. 

12 Andto the end thatthe ſtabilitic and certainty of this valuati- 
on(which we haue taken to heart and in ſingular commendation,and 
intend further tv care for) may take the betrer effet, We do ordaine, 
thar inſtantly vponthe publication of this Proclamation ( whereof 
mention 1s made in the Jatter end ) all perſons being in any office, 
Eſtates and Officers high and low , ciuill or militaric of countries, 
rowns, members of colledges,or particular Lords within the ſaid vni- 
ted prouinces,ſhal take their ſolemne oath for the performance of the 
ſaid ordinance,to cauſe the ſame to be maintained and obſerued for ſo 
much as any maner of waies may concerne their offices & command. 

13 And if any of the ſaid perſons ſhould perchaunce be found 
forgetfull, and to haue tranſgreſſed the aforeſaid points in the pay- 
ing out , or receiuing of coynes not- permitted by this Our ordi- 
nance ; likewiſe of clipped, waſhed , cracked , mended, nayled, or 
otherwiſe augmented coynes in weight, or giuing them in payment 
at a higher price than this Our ordinance ,Wedo order andeſtabliſh, 
that all the ſaid forfeitures committed , and to be committed, ſhall 
( reſpeRiuely ) be paied double. And moreouer , if they iſſue any 

y : coynes 
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coynes made bullion, or other moneys aboue their values, they ſhall 
be depriued of their offices, ypon the verification of the fac, with- 
out any pardonto be obtained for the ſame. 

14 Andthe better to bring this ordinance in courſe, We dopro- 
hibire all Treaſurors, Receiuers, Rent-gatherers, their Depuries or 
 Clarkes, andall other perſons being in publicke ſeruice or admini- 

ſtration to pay any of the ſaid moneys by aſſignation or otherwile, 
bur to returne the ſame where they haue beene receiued, vpon the 
forfeitures aforeſaid, vnleſle it were that the afſignement were made 
ypon publicke hs 2s or Bankes, andnor vpon por__ 
perſons.as Fermers,Collefors,and the like,being likewiſe bound by 
the ſame oath , butthis is to be done bur once by him vpon whom 
this ordinance falleth out.and no further. 

15 Andtodiſcouer the offences which they might do in their 
payments, We do order, That inſtantly when any payments are 
made,they ſhal indorſe vpon the acquittances and diſcharges of their 
payments ( amounting to the ſumme of one hundred Guilders ) the 
ſeuerall ſpecies of gold and filuer wherewith they haue made the 
ſaid payments, and the price according to which they haue paied the 
ſame, with mention alſo of the graines whichare wanting and pay- 


ed for, to be ſubſcribed by him that hath received the ſame, to- 


the end, that vpon their accountsnotice may be taken thereof, ypon 
forfeiture that the ſaid acquittances or diſcharges ſhall not be allow- 
cd : and whoſoeuer doth receiuethe ſaid ſpecies and not vnderwrite 
the ſame,ſhall forfeit the fourth part ſo by him receiued. ; 

16 Commaunding the Auditors ( reſpeRiuely appointed ) to 
take the accounts of the ſaid Accountants to gouerne themſelues 
accordingly, and not to allow! of any acquitrances or diſchar- 
ges than is aforeſaid, but by the ſaid acquitrances to find our the 
offendors. 


. 17 Moreouer the ſaid perſons are bound, that whenſoeuer any Marking nnd 
coynes of gold ſhall be recciued by them,which aretoo lighr,they weighiagen. 


ſhall with a ponchion marke the ſame ; and vponthe filuer coyne, 
they ſhall for cuerie farthing or eight graines which the peece- is 
too light , put vpon the ſaid peece one graine or round O be- 
fore they iſſue the ſame,vpon forfeiture of halfe a Ryder for cucrie 
ece. | if 
18 They ſhall alſo forthoſe to whom they ſhall m 
hauein rexdineſſ ballances and weights in their kx gr - 
keepetheir Banks, vpon forfeiture of halfea Ryder for euerie t 
tobe made therein. | 
19 Antdall theſaid countable Officers,as well generall «s partt- 
cular, ſhall be bound to haue this our ordinance with the figures al- 
waics readie vpon their Bankes or Counting-houtes,as alſo a _ 
mation fit to be affixed in print, declaring the Valuation of the 1aid 
coynes;, | to the end cuerie. man may gouerne himſelfeaccordi 
ypon forfeiture of fiue A: Ryders, to be. paicd as: 
e 3 a3 
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There will be 
no caule to do 
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had 


is chey ſhall be found-without them in their ſaid Offices or Coun. 
ting-hovuſes: 


20 Prohibitingall Receiuers, Bankers,and Exchangers, their De- 


puties and Officers; rogether withall Merchants or other perſons of 
what:qualific and condition ſocuer, to cull out any coyhes, toſe- 
parate the-light ones for to be iſſued, and with che weightic ones'to 


makea br 


Ryders; 


21 Prohibiting 


* 
. 


fire, vpon forfeiture of rwentic and fiue Neatherland 


alſo that none of the coynes of Gold and Siler 


which arevalued by this Our Proclamation ( vnleſle it be the Spa- 
niſh Ryallof 8, with his Proportions) ſhall be delivered into any 
Mint: robe molten ; ro- which end, we commaund all the Mint-ma- 
ſters of theſe Prouinces , that rhey do not recciue any of the ſaid 


coynesfotro melt theim : and if any beſo broug 


raine the 
fard Mi 


ſhall be found rogoabouttoſellthe {aid coynes 
ken the ſame, We will haue rhe ſame to be 


ht vnto them, ro de- 


, and ro giuenotice thereof vnro the Generals of the 
roproceed therein as it ſhallappertaine . And whoſener 


thereof ouerand aboue. 


22 Prohibiting alſorhc imporrarron of any 


,or hath ſold or bro- 
forfeircd, and rhe double 


comes(not valued by 


theſe preſents) cither-of Gold or Silver to bebronght in, forto be 
diſtributed. 

23 And for the berter diſcouerie of rhe ſaid firſt authors or im- 
porters ofprohibited coyns, Wedocommandall Our Officers to do 


their vtmoſt endeauours ro mquireofthofe with whom they 
any of the faid coynes of whom they 
perfon, vnrill che firſt importers, canſingthem tobe puniſhed 


ſon'to 


hal find 
had the ſame,and ſofrom per- 


s$aforeſaid,vales fome can name his firſt amthor,wherwith heſhal be 
cfecred of rhe ſaid forfeirures : and if he 'do voluntarily accuſe his 
author,he ſhall inioy the one third part of the ſame ; and the faid firſt 
mmporterſhall be baniſhed'out of aH rhefaid Prouinces. 


hanenor 


"Officers ſhall make'donbe;rhat arty 
dttriveth;or misbehaned chemfelnes;rhtenſhallthey (with 


'of rhe faid perfons 


the Magiftrare) have wrehoririeco put chem totheiroarh,'of whom 
theyhagereccined The ſaid coynes;andat wharprice they hage rocei- 


wed 


therructh;wherby 


ed onrthe ſame :andif rhey 
oath, hee ſhall be taken as conuicted of the ſaid treſpas,accordi 


ehirordinance. Biit if withoure 


y:thefauttfhall 


be tobe had. 


qumocation/he wiffroundly Jockere 
appearche ſhall be pardonedof the 
forfeirureardalſocenioy:onerthirdpartot theoffendorspenalcicyif it 


dentetodeclaretheſame by 
ro 


-11125-Andinlike mannerthey'tmay,and Wedd authoriſethem by 
-thefepreſents;/toſeizeantopen coffers, truſfes, and the letrors of 

pets; where they have fufpition'rocontaine any coyne. Pro- 
cedalwayes thartheſaid opetiing be'done in the ;prefence of him 
.rowhomrheſailtooffers,rruffes;or terters were directed, if chey'can 
yeoment then; befides-ſoineone of the Magiſtrares 


where 
the 
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the fid ſeizure 1s made ; rothe end that thereby the name may bee 
knowne of him who hath {ent'the ſaid moneys ar higher prices, and 


tonoother effect. | | * Þ1 

26 All which penalties arid forfeirures ſhall be diſtributed, che 
one third part tothe poore of the rowne where the penaltie fallech, 
the other third part to the accuſer, and the other third to the officer 
whothall challenge the execution to be done; vnleſſtic werethar the 
ſaid forfeitures did exceed the ſumme of five thouſand Guilders-: In 
this caſe the one halfe ſhall bee for the benefit of the common cauſe, 
and the other halfe co be diuided proportionably betweene the ſaid 
three parties .. And to the end the accuſer herein may doe his veter- 
moſt diligence,'his name and perſon thall be concealed{o long as 
poſſible ir may be. dong! 

27 Andherem we vnderſtand , thatnot onely the perſon which 
hath committed the faid trefpatfes {hall bee fabieft ro. anſwere for 
himſelfe, butalſo for them of his family : The Husband for his wife, 
the Parents for their children , the Maſters and Maſtreſles fortheir 
ſeraants, men, or maides, vnkefic it were the faid (eruants had done 
the ſame without their privitie or knowledge. + Th 

28 And to theend thatthis ourprefent ordinance, may bee kept 
and fully accompliſhed in all her poines: We dociorder and command 
all the officers of our —— - _— one I 
to haue an efpeciall care and regard 1e nfrmgers and-tranſgreſ- 
ſors of this our ordinance, and ro bring thega before the Magiſtrates 
of their iuriſdiftion 2 Withautthat the ſaid forfeitures be any wayes 
diminifhed,vpon penalty robe depoted of their offices, and ener after 
robe diſabled to ferue many office, wichabr that chey may excuſe 
themſclues by ignorance, or by agenerall tranigreſſion of ovriordi- 
nance; whichexcuſe ſhall nottbe auaileable wnto them; butonr'in- 
rention-is to puniſhthem fortheirnegligenceandloth, > 

29 Wedocrfurther command all Magihrates and +HTiftices,, that 
ſetting afideall orherbuſinefes and affarres, they doe-proceed herein 
faramarily,oncly the truth of the factbeingknowne,to thecandem- 
nation of the tranſgreſſors.;:as ſdane as byibwo witnefles chey ſhall 
bee convicted ::Amd heerein ſball the-reftimonieof the-Jike affen- 
der be admitted, and their ſennenoes ſhall be withourappraltearary 
"_ We will and command, That whonſaeyer it ſhall manifeftly 
appetretharthe peuſons haue cranſgrefied and arc CR 
fac, orthatby twwowirneties theſameccanhe proouedagain them, 
the offenddr ſhall be bound zottepoſtrerhe ſdidfarkei rehe 
ſhall/be admittedzo defend himielfe by the Law,whenreuntoke 15.to 
be compelled inftatitly, by rheapprehenfion-of hisperfonand-ather> 
wife: And 'if-it befonnd thathec)is notableito payrhe:faid:penal- 
ries,;hee ſhall be-puniſhed:by:corporall puniſhment. as thercaule thall 
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niſhor moderate their decreesand ſentences concerning the ſaid pe. 
nalries,ypon forfeiture topay them ſelues the double value thereof: 
and if any of the ſaid offendors ſhould obtaine of the higher pow- 
ers any fanour or abatement, yer ſhall they bee bound to ſatisfie the 
accuſer andrhe officer for their ſaid part proportionably , according 
ro-the ſaid forfeirures, 

1122 And to the end that Our ordinance may bee better obſery 
We doe will and order, That the Councell of State of the ſaid Pro- 
vincesvnited , ſhall call before them the Receiver Generall of the 
faid Netherlands,the Receiuer of the Contributions, Confiſcations, 
and other ordinarie meanes which are letten to ferme, or to be col- 
lected, rogerheralſo with the Commiſfaries, Clarkes and ſeruants 
of counting-houlſes, as alſo the Commiſſioners of muſters,ammoni- 
tion, vitualls, and wagons, and to cauſe them ſolemnely to ſweare 
to: obſerue and keepe all. the points and Articles of Our ſaid or- 
dinance. | | 

33 The Councell of State alſo ſhall appoint Commiſſioners for 
muſters,to take by the courſe thereof, the oath of all Collonels, Ma- 
ſters of horſe , Captaines, Licutenants, Ancient-bearers, Sericants, 
Clarkes and Sollicitors of Companies in ' Our ſervice millitarie : 
which oath being taken, ſhall forthwith(by forme of AR) be ſent vn- 
to the Councell of State. x 

34 Likewifethat the Councel of Admiraltie,the Ofticerof Con- 
voyes, Maſters of Licents, their -Commiſſaries, Clarkes and ſer- 
uants, and others that are accountable, ſhall doe the like. 

35 Wedoefurtherorder,that the Commitrees of Our Councell, 
the Councel Prouincial,or of Finances of caucry reſpetiue Province, 
for themſelues, or their Committees ſhall call before them all ac- 
countable Officers, as well Stewards of the Demaynes and ſpirituall 
liuings, Receivers of the ordinavie meanes,ColleRors of roles, and all 
ethers, withtheir Clarkes and ſeruants, which have the managing of 
the coynes of particular Prouinces . Jem, The Regiſters and Secre- 
taries, Aduocates, Prodters, Warders of Colledges,courts,and cham- 
ber of finances to takethe aforeſaid oath. 

36 The Commirrtees of States, and their Deputies or Councell 
Prouinciall,ſhall haue care alſo, thar all Townes and Villages of the 
faid reſpeRtiue Prouinces,ſhall take the ſaid oath before them thatare 
accuſtomedto'take the ſame; and where the ſamecannot conuenient- 
ty be done; the ſaid Committees of States, their Deputies and Pro- 
uinciall Councell, ſhall appoint in all Townes and Villages ſome per- 
ſonstotakethe faid oath, before the Borough-maſters, Magiſtrates, 
Treaſurers and Secretaries of the ſaid Townes and places: alſo the 
Gouernours of the Eaſt-India Companie , and all other Companies 
alrcadieerefted, or which hereafter ſhall be erected, as alſo all Trea- 
ſi urers,Receiters, Rent-gatherers,and rheir Commirtees, or Clarkes 
of Lords, Princes, Earles, Barons and other of higher powers': tems, 
all Deaconsof Churches, Maſters of the Hoſpitalls or Orphants,Al- 


moners. 
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moners, and all thoſe that ſerue in Almes-houſes, houſes of correQi- 
on or Colledges, and their ſeruants . tem, All Bankers of moneys, 
their Deputies and ſeruants, all Maſters of Corporations or Socie- 
ties, Maſters of handie-craft{-men, or trades, ſuch as live by Rents, 
Merchantsin Groſſe or by Retaile, Shop-keepers, Brewers, Wood- 
mongers, Herring-mongers, Cheeſe-mongers, Dyers, Beere-mon- 
gers, Inne-keepers and Tapſters, and all thoſe that vſe any trade : 
Item , all Chamberlaines and Notaries reſorting vnder them, Col- 
lecors of ſmall duties, Fermers, Impoſt-maſters,and of conſumpti- 
ons, Tole-gatherers,gatherers of Poundage, Brokers,andtheir Com- 
mittees, Clarkes and ſeruants within Townes and other places reſi- 
ding reſpeQiuely vnder them . And further all thoſethat the Magi- 
ſtrate of euerie towne,place,or villageſhall hold conuenient or indge 
to be neceſſarie ſhall take the ſaid oath, vpon penaltie( in caſe of re- 
fuſall )to pay everie day three guilders ſo long as they doenot per- 
forme the ſame according to the Proclamation : and moreover to 
loſe their freedome of a Citizen,& of their trade,office,or traffick , ſo 
as no man ſhall be admitted vnto his office, trade, or trafficke to exer- 
ciſe the ſame, vntill he haue firſt ( in conformitic of Our ſaid Procla- 
mation)taken the ſaid oath. 

37 Wehaueallſo concluded and thought good, That the Coun- 
cell of State, the Councell of the Admiraltic,: the. Committees or 
Deputies of the ſaid reſpeiue Prouinces, andall Courts of Iuſtice, 
ſhall promiſe vnder their Signature, vpon the oath they rooke atthe 
entrance of their office, to keepe all the ſaid points and Articles,none 
excepted: And the ſaid Courts of Tuſtice, ſhall (in forme of A) 
ſend the faid oath of all the ſaid ſeuerall perſons mentioned in the for- 
mer Article to the ſaid Lords , Eſtates of the ſaid reſpeiue Pro- 
uinces, or intheir abſence tothe Committees or Deputies of States, 
within fourteen dayecs after the publication hereof : which Commit- 
tees or Deputies of States ſhall within other 1 4 dayesafterthat ſend 
the ſame vnto the Eſtates Generall, to know thereby that this Our 
ordinance is receiued, and the obſeruation thereof cſtabliſhed : the 
like is tobe done by the Councell of State,or of the Admiratie and 
their Committees or Deputies, and others within the time aforeſaid; 

38 Ouecrandaboue all the aforeſaid oathes,tobe donereſpeRiue- 
ly by every one, the ſaid Prouinces haue mutually promiſed, and by 
theſe preſents dopromiſe cach to other , toobſerue and cauſe tobe 
obſerucd the ſaid Proclamation inall and euery point and Article, 
without any alteration to be done therein, making void and annihila- 
ting from hence forward all particulargraunts, conſents, ordinances, 
priviledges, permiſhonor commaund, which ( contrarie tothe ſaid 
valuation ) in part or in the whole, by any of the ſaid Prouinces, 
Townes, Colledges,and Magiſtrates,or other members of the ſame, 
might be giuen and granted, being oppoſite tothe commongood 
and welfare of the countrey . 

39 Alſobecauſe that hereby the ſaid valuation is much eaſed, for 
the 
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the multitude of coyne, whereby it is apparant, that many coynes of 
Gold and Siluer Bullion ſhall be incident in theſe Prouinces, to the 
end Our inhabitants be not ouermuch charged with the ſame , but 
with the leaſt gricuance might be freed thereof ; Wee will and com- 
mand the Generalls of Mints, inſtantly and with all ſpeed, totake 
care that inalltownes of theſe vnited Prouinces,with the approbati- 
on of the Magiſtrates reſpeQiuely,where there areno Bankes of Ex- 
changes, nor Exchangers, there be appointed one or more perſons of 
credit and reputation (as the conueniencie of the place ſhall require) 
tobe Exchangers : and in places where ſuch perſons are tobee found 
as are fit thereunto, that the Magiſtrates ſhall procure them,and giue 
them honeſt recompence, and to furniſh them with conuenient in- 
ſtrutions and commiſſions, vato whom or into the Mints, euerie 
man hauing Bullion ſhall deliver the ſame, as is mentioned in the Ma- 
nualls thereof : prohibiting vnto all men that are nor authoriſed 
thereunto, not ro meddlewith any exchanging funtion diretlynor 
indireQly, vpon forfeiture of fiftie Netherland Golden Ryders 
ie for the firſt time, and double the ſecond time, beſides arbitra- 
lecorre&ion : the one third i to the benefit of the officer, the 
other third to the accuſer, and the other third tothe Exchangers of 
the place where the ſaid penalties or forfeiture ſhall happen. 

40 Andfor the better obſeruation of this preſent ordinance and. 
command, Wedoe orderand command, Thatthe ſame ſhall be pub- 
liſhed inall accuſtomed places where Proclamationsare made, every 
three moneths preciſely, and as often as occaſion ſhall require to bee 
renued and publiſhed ; requiring therefore the States of euecric re- 
ſpeRiue Prouince, and their Committees or Deputies of States to 
cauſe the ſaid publication to be doneat the dayes nominated. 

1 Finally,albeit Wee haue cauſed the faid valuation to bee ?a- 
bliſhed ypona firme and ſure ground, without limitation thereof to 
any time certaine : neuerthelefſe to accommodate, and for remarke- 
able reaſons, Wee haue condeſcended and rtollerate, that the follow- 
ing ſpecies of Gold onely and none other, ſhall bee ified and recei- 
ued for the prices hereafter, vntill the laſt of September now next 
enſuing . 

42 Prouidedalwayes, Thatall ſentehces pronounced before the 
date of theſe preſents, for the payment of any moneys according to 
the permiſſion of that time, ſhall remaine and be maintained and fa- 
tisfied according to the tenorthereof, without that by the ſaid valua- 
tion or following tolleration , any thing to the contrarieſhall be in- 
nouated or aboliſhed . 

43 Alſoduring the ſaid tolleration, nocoynes to bee payed for 
lands or heritages, or rents vpon Bills, or paiments vpon Obligations 
(vntill Tanuarie laſt ) ſhall bee drawne againſt the will of the partic 
to the ſaid prices of tolleration, but are to be performed according 
to this preſent valuation. 

44 Likewiſe the faid Bankes of Exchanges, ſhall have nopower 


ro 


id 
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totake in payment the ſaid coynes at higher prices , nor to iſſue the 
ſame otherwiſe than the ſaid finall valuation, and not according to 
the following tolleration,which (as vnneceſlaric ) are here omitted, 
the time being expired. 


Obſernations concerning the ſaid Proclamation and Ordinance. 


T Hat the manner of popular goucrnments in their Proclamations, 
Placcarts, Edids,and Ordinances doth much differ from the Pro- 
clamations which are made in Monarchies where Magiſtrates and 
Iudgesare of greater repatation and dignitie, according to their roy- 
all Parlements. 

That in the yeare 1 594, all mints ſtood ſtill for one whole yeare 

to preuentthe inhauncing of coyne betweene man and man : and the 
ſaid States did declare, that it was not in their power to reforme the 
ſame,ſolong as the ſeuenteen Netherlands were diuided , euery one 
claiming as abſolute authority as the other,as members of one bodice. 
And that now they haue deuiſed a courſe to make their Proclamati- 
ons effeQuall within the vnited Prouinces, totheir great benefit, if 
we will conſider the nature of the former valuation of coynes made 
by Princes and Merchants,with their ſeuerall branches, which by po- 
licie are made inconſtant. And Germanie, Fraunce,and other coun- 
tries haue not as yet taken any courſe in their moneys , anſwerable 
thereunto, 

That the Lyon Doller,and the great golden Royal of the ſaid vni- 
ted Prouinces are valued and made the ſtandard peeces of all the gold 
' and filuercoynes made currant by. this Proclamation. And that all 
other coynes of what Kingdomes or States ſocuer arc made bulli- 
on,and not to be currant within the ſaid Prouinces. 

That filuer coynes ſhall be weighed as well as the gold, whereby a 
more certaintie may be made in the calculation of the Par for ex- 
changes,the rather forthat their ſpecies are far leſſe in number,and 
the ns ea betweene gold and filuer can be better deſcerned ; 
yet without the rule of exchanges by bills,ſtil great aduantages may 
be taken by one nation againſt another, 

That the ſcope of this Proclamation is to ſet their Mints on worke The coyning * 
by aboliſhing all the ſeuerall coynes of gold and filuer of all king- * —— 
domes not valued or made currant thereby,which may be ſeene by algal wo 
the former declarations of their weight and fineſſe , in ſo much that »barthemel- 
whereasin the yere 1 586,whenthe Earle of Leyceſter went ouer to jg,5 9. monty 
take the gouernments of thoſe countries, by the direRion of the late ter of tare. 
Queene Elizabeth of bleſſed memorie, the Lyon Doller(made now 
to be the ſtandard peece)was valuedat thirtie fix ſtiuers, and the En- 
eliſh ſhilling (which is now required to be deliuered by weight) was 
valued at tenſtiuers : And now the ſaid Lyon Doller (albeit decreed — _ 
afterthe former inhancement)is ſtill valued at fortie ſtiuers, which is dred, 
one ninth part , increaſed, according to which the Engliſh ſhilling 
ought 
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Moderne and 


ancient ſtan- 
dards of gold 
and filuer, 
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ought to be increaſedalſo,, part,which for 10 ſtivers would be 1 x ſti- 
uers and © part,whereas the ſame is inhanced but to ten ſtiuers 8 one 
halfe,and no more. The difference in exchange (according to the va- 
luation)being in the one after the rate of 35 of their ſhillings, tor our 
2 © ſhillings, and in the other aboue 37 ſhillings in the maine ſtandard 
coyne, and much more in the ſmaller coynes; whereof more here- 
aſrcr concerning Exchanges . 

The like conſideration is tobe had for the valuation of moneys of 
other countries, whereby authoritie will ruletheir owne,and nor ac- 
cording to the rule of other Nations , but by cqualitic and equitie, 
which no Nztion can controll or contradict . Whercin conſiderwe 
likewiſe the ſtandard peeces of the late Arch-Duke Albertus. of Au- 
ſtria for the vnited Prouinces, declared by their Proclamation in the 
yeare 161 1,and we ſhall find thelike ground and foundation to their 
aduantage, albeit they ſeeme to find tault withthe diſorderly courſe 
of moneys, which is one of thegreateſt policies in State affaires. The 
ſaid Arch-D.:ke made (as now the States haue done)his owne coynes 
of Goldand Siluer for ſtandard peeces, namely the double Ducat of 
23 carrats, 3 ; graines of Gold, at ſeuen Guilders and eightcene 
Sciuers : and the peeces of three Royalls, at fifteene Stiuers of tenne 
ounces and cighteene graines fine, by their calculation in the pound 
weight Troy . And by theſe meanes there is a new foundation laid 
downe for moneys in the ſaid ſeuenteene Low Provinces, where 
heretofore they alwayes had the Philip Doller of tenne ounces fine, 
and the Emperors Royall of gold of 2 3. carrats 3 © graines fine for 
ar ſtandard peeces. 2uiwadit plane wadit ſane, taketh not alwaies 
place, | | 

Laſtly, that the Mints of certaine Lords are called Hedge Mints, 
which arc not vndertheir commaund, as Batenborg, Heall, Bargen, 
Vianen, Gronſwelt, Rechein, Geuarden, Stenwart, and orhers,may 
follow their own courſe in the coyning of moneys, and by the means 
of commerce alterall theſe ordinances. Forin the ſaid yere of 1586 
all the ſaid forfeitures and penalties were far greater,and the melting 

downe of Queene Eljzabeth her coyne was prohibited vpon paine 
of death and goods, yetall was negleQed, and came into dil- 
order by the commaund of Gaine, which being taken 
away by a true courſe of exchange,is the only re- 
medie to make the effects ro ceaſe, andall 
other meanes arefallacies, and to / 
be abuſed &c. 


EEE 
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Of the Lawes and Prohibitions againſt Vſurie« 


\aC. $ Any are the authors which haue written againſt 
BY / (& Viuric in all ages, cuerie man according to his 
: F d) profeſſion, moſt eſpecially the Divines , who 
| - ao the word of God for their warrant, where- 
WE-Z in alſo the auncient Fathers haue been verie ſtrit Deboi:ionof 
| 51 v roconſtrue the ſame accordingly , making any **** 
ZZ AY 3 thing taken aboue the principall ro be Vſuric,be- 
cauſe theveric word of Vſurie inthe Hebrew tongue is called a Bi- 
ting,of this word Veſhech , which is nothing elſe but a kind of biting, 
as adog yſeth tobire or gnaw vpon a bone, ſo that he thatbireth nor 
doth not commit Vſurie , for Yſurie is none other thing than a bi- 
ting,as I faidof the yerie Etimologie and proper nature of the word, 
otherwiſe it cannotbe called Xeſhech,as the Hebricians ſay. 
According to the definition then of biting Vſurie, we are to pro- 
 ceedin this diſcaurſe, after that we haue briefely declared the Laws 
and Prohibitions againſt Vſurie, wherein wee muſt begin with the 
holie Scripture,obſeruing theſe places. __- 
God faith inthe 22 of Exodus, If theulend Money to any of my people Holie _— 
that s pooreby thee, thou ſhalt not be an Yſurer onto him, neither ſhalt thou 
oppreſſe him with Vſarie. In another place, 1f thy brether be waxen poore Lenite:5; 
and fall into decay with thee, receiue him 4s a ſtranger , or a ſoiourner , and ne... 
let him liue by thee, and thou ſhalt take no V/ſurie of him, nor yet aduantage ; 
but ſhalt feare thy God, that thy brother may line with thee . Thow ſhalt not 7/154 
lend him thy money 2pon Pſarie, or lend him of thy food to hane an aduan- Mau... 
zage by it. Adde vntothis the places noted in the margine, and ſo let Lukes, 
vs cometo the holie ancient fathers. Saint Hierome ſateth, Therc isno 
difference betwixt Vſurie, Fraud,and violent Robbing. Saint .Y#gu- Ancient Fa- 
ſtine aieth, An Vſurer is he ſaid robe who doth demand more in mo. "bers 
ney, orany other thing elſe, than he hath deliuered : according to 
which the ſaid Saint Hierome alſo faierh, That ſome do thinke Vlurie 
tobe onely in money ; but let them well vnderſtand, that Vſurie is 
an ouerplus in any thing aboue that which was lent . Saint Ambroſe Amb. de beno 
likewiſe ſaieth, If any mantake Vſurie he doth commitextortion,ra- 94s 
pin and pillage, and ſhall nor liue the life ; as who ſhould ſay, he ſhall 
die therefore, Toomit many other of the ſaid ancient fathers, Saine 
F f ; BeGard 
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Canon Law, 


Decretals. 


Cinile Law, 


Ariſtotle. 


Genitius Law, 


_—_ 


Bernard ſaieth, That the Vſuror is athcefe in law, becauſe the Ci- 
vile Law telleth him before hand what it is that he muſt rob from 
others, as who ſhould ay, ſuch Lawes as permit Vſurors are lawful! 
theeueries. Hereupon the Canoniſts haue made Vſurors ro bedefa- 
med perſons : andif any man make (by his laſt Will and Teſtament) 
any goods vntothem,the Teſtament may be broken,neither are they 
ro communicate with Chriſtians, or toenter into their congregation 
tooffer any oblation ; and when they are dead,they ſhould not be by. 
ried in Chriſtian buriall, and if they be, the doers thereof are ex- 
communicated. 

Decretals and Clementines, made by diuers Popes,are dire&ly 
againſt V ſurie. Alexander the Pope doth ſtraightly forbid all Vſarie, 
not onely vnto the Clergie, but alſo vntothe Layitic. In the booke 
Sextus Decretalium, Gregorie the tenth Biſhop of Rome of that name, 
faieth, We(being deſirous toſtop the gulfe or whirlepooles of Vſurie 
committed,which doth deuoure ſoules, and vtterly waſteth wealth) 
do command vponthe threatnings of Gods curſe, that the conſtituti- 
on ofthe latter Concile ſet forth againſt Vſurors be without any vio- 
lation at all, fully & wholly obferucd : and therupon a prohibition is 
made, Thatno Corporation, Colledge, or Vniuerſitie ſhall ler any 
houſe or dwelling place toany ſtranger Vſuror. 

Baldus the Ciuilian ſpeaketh bitterly againſt Vſurors in his booke 
of Councells,ſaying, Thar Vlurie is a gainefull piracie, contrarie to 
nature, vpon the loane of any —_ conſiſteth vpon Number, 
Weight,and Meaſure. Bartels ſaith, That all Vſuric is vtterly for- 
bidden, and offenſive to God and man : So doth Panormitane, and di- 
uers others learned in the Ciuile Law. 

cAriſtotle in his Politickes ſayeth , That ſuch money as bringeth 
forth money through Vſurie, is an ougly beaſt that bringeth forth 


monſters, from time to time, ſuchas are not in nature. 


The Romanes being in their moſt Aouriſhing cſtare,madea law by 
their twelue Tables,that no man ſhould put forth money vpon Vſu- 
ric, but after one in the hundreth, called Fan wnciarium, whereas 
before that time, rich men might rake at their pleaſure . Afterwards 
it was ordained atthe intreating of the Tribunestotakean ounceand 
a halfe, andthar was thirtic ſhillings in one hundreth pounds : after 
that it came to foure in the hundreth, called Triens : and laſt of all 
to ſix in the hundreth, called Semiſlis . And yetall theſe alterations 
and diverſities of ſuffering in Vſurie notwithſtanding, one Genitize a 
Tribune publiſhed a law , That it ſhould notbe lawfull for any man 
tobean Vſureratany hand, or by any maner of meanes ; and ſo by 
all deuiſes that mightbe, it was vtterly forbidden by diuers Edicts 
and Proclamations, which being often repreſſed, did yet notwith- 
ſtanding breake out by wonderfull ſtrange meanes. Wherefore Tibe- 
ris Ceſar to remedie this euill, and that no Vſurie ſhould be vſed, 
he cauſed a maruellous maſſe of money to be laied in banke, to the 
{umme of two millions andan halfe of Crownes,being fiue hundred 
© thouſand 
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thouſandpounds Engliſh or ſterling,and tooke order that euery man 


ſhould haue credit for three yeares without paying any Viurie at all, prong Tack. 


putting in ſuretic for the doublevalue of that he borrowed. And Cor- 
nelius Tacitus ( 4 renowmed Writer ) ſaith, The canker of Vſurie is an 
old venimous ſore, and the chiefeſt head and cauſe of rebellion and 
yariance in Countreys and Common-weales ;and therefore it was 
altogetherbaniſhed in the old time, when leaſt corruption of life a 
peared amongſt men, Zucullus ſo hated the exceflive dealings of the” 
Vſurers,that wherasall Aſia was overwhelmed with Vſurie,he clee- 
red the ſame vtterly from all Vſurers . And ſo did Cats inCicilia, 
Anthoninus Pius, Alexander Seuerus , Clandius Veſpaſian, Leo, and di- 
uers other Emperors did reſtraine the couetouſneſle of Vſurers from 
timeto time : And the Emperor Charles the fifth ( of late yeares ) at 
an aſſembly at Auguſta in Germanie, did conclude with the afſent of 
the whole Empire, That no manner of contract thar had any fellow- 
ſhipwith Vſurie ſhould be allowed ; bur rather that all Vſurie ſhould 
be auoided for euer, and beneuer more vſed, and if any were found 
to haue made any ſuch contra, the ſame man to forfeit tothe Ma- 


viſtrate or ordinarie Iudge, the fourth parr of his principall ſumme . 


Emperours. 


Plato the Philoſopher warneth among other things, in his fifth phitofophers, 
Booke of Lawes, That no bodie whatſocuer hee bee, that will beare and Orators, 


the face of an honeſt man, doe letout his money for Vſurie orgaine . 
Thelike faith Cicers, and many other learned Philoſophers and Ora- 
rors, as we haue noted of Ariftatle. 

Sodid divers Law-makers baniſh Vſarie, and vtterly ſuppreſſe the 
ſame; as Licurgws in Sparta amongſt the Lacedemonians , Amaſis in 
Egypt, Solon in Athens, Sergius Galbs in Africa, being goucrnour vn- 
der the Emperour Claudius, and diuers others, So that Vſurie is con- 
demned and forbidden by the holy Scripture, the Imperiall Lawes, 
Ciuileand Canon Lawes, ancient Fathers, Decretals, learned Philo- 
ſophers, eloquent Orators, Hiſtoriographers, and Law-giuers . The 
conſideration whereof cauſed me (ſome yeares fince)towrite a ſmall 


Law-ginuers 


* Treatiſe of the Operation of Vſurie in Kingdomes, States, and * $aine 6 


Common-weales ; ſhewing (althoughallegorically )the effeRts of it, 
with the ſix members of euerie Common-wealth ; which are Cler- 
ie-men, Magiſtrates, Noblemen, Merchants, Arrtificers, and Huſ- 
ny. ouerthrowing the harmonicall gouernement of them, 
by too much inriching ſome, andby opprefling and impoueriſhing 
ſome others, bringing the inſtrument out of tune, when as cuerie 
member of the ſame Tould live contented in his vocation, and exe- 
cute his chargeaccording to his profeſſion, whereby all things ſhould 
be gouerned in thebeſtand moſt aſſured manner that can be deuiſed, 
and (as it were) ſeeking a kind of certaintie in vncertainties, which is 
termed ( Policie : ) Forall worldly and tranfirorie things being mu- 
table, makeththe world properly toconſiſt of diſcord and diſſenti- 
on, a verie vncertaine ground to build vpon, and yet a certaine equa- 


litie and concord is required in euerie well gouerned Common. 
wealth. 


2 


for England, 
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wealth, the Prince and gouernour hauing the diſpoſing both of the 
one and the other : Equalitie,concerning trafficke and commerce be- 
twixt his dominionsand other countreys ; and Concord amongſt the 
members of a Common-wealth, when cucrie member thereof doth 
live contentedly and proportionably in his vocation. Both theſe are 
confounded by intollerable Vſurie, which is deſcribed vnderthe in- 
uented hiſtorie of Saint George, whereby our Sauiour Chriſt was pre- 
figured, deliuering the Virgin(which did fignifie the finfull foules of 
Chriſtians ) from the Dragon, or Deuils power . So by the perſon 


of Saint George is vnderſtood the Kings authoritie, armed with the 


right armour of Chriſtians, who with the ſword of the Spirit of Gods 
moſt holy Word , explained and corroborated with ſeuerall other 
Lawes, ſignified by the Pybald horſe whereon hee was mounted, did 
deſtroy the Dragon ( Vſurie ) hauing two wings to aduance himſelte, 
being Y/ura palliata, and Y/ura explicata, and his inconſtant taile Cambi- 
wn ; the Virginor Kings daughter (being treaſure and moneys) to be 
deuoured by his meanes and forraine nations. The allegorie whereof 
requireth a due conſideration, and would in plaine rermes be diſtaſt- 
full ro diuers . This Dragon bringeth incqualitie in a Common- 
wealth by the meanes of his tayle,wherein lieth his greateſt ſtrength, 
making the expences thercof ro ſurmount the reuenues. In the cu- 
ring of which diſeaſe, thoſe would be thought to be verie fooliſh 
Phyſicians, that by their medicine ſhould caſt the Bodie Politike of | 
a Common-wealth into amore dangerous ſickeneſſe. Whereforeas 
the wounds of this Dragon(Vſurie)are inueterated, ſo muſt hee bee 
dealt withall by degrees and lenitie, admitting him for the time (as 
moſt States and Gouerments doe ) as a neceflarie euill,in regard of 
trafficke and trade albeir that many Vſurers are like vnto Iewes, 
who thinke it lIawtfull for them totakeany forfeiture, bee itneuer ſo 
vnequalland vniuſt, any morgage, any pawne, nothing is amiſlc for 
them ; they are not afraid of that wenne which wee call Anatokiſ- 
ms, that is, Vſurie vpon Vſurie : no,they dread not to take tenne vp- 
on the hundrethif it were for a weeke. 

The pretence of the Iewes is becauſe weare ſtrangers, as if wee 
were all Canaanites, or ſome of the ſeuen Nations which were as 
well to bee oppreſt by Vſurie, as to bee rooted out by 
Toſuah : but theſe men cannot alleage any 
thing in their defence, but 
greedie lucre, 


* » 
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Cunain XL 
Of Yjuric Politike, and Moneys delivered at Intereſt 


IN the precedent Chapter you may - perceive what 
BH Lawes and prohibitions are made againſt Vfurie : 
WA andneuertheleſſe the practiſe of it is moſt vſall in 
many Kingdomes and Common-weales , and the 
Lawes are alſo made accordingly ; for this finne is 
rather in the conſcience, than inthe a, and there- 
fore there is no penaltic impoſed vpon it by Gods Law . True it is 
that the Statute Law of England doth tollerate tennevpon the hun- 
dreth, and ſo doe ſome other Lawes tweluc and more : But the in- 
tent and not the rigour thereof, is tobee weighed for the cleering of 
juſtice ;and the preamble of the ſaid Statute Law in the narratiue 
art ſaith, That whereas Vſurie is againſt all Diuine and Humane 
awes, yct tenne vpon the hundreth 1s tollerated to be taken for the. 
yeare,which by way of forfeiture in the nature of a puniſhment may 
be ſued for by the Law : but. if there bee neuer ſo little taken aboue 
the ſaid rate of tenne ypon the hundreth for the yeare, the principle 
is loſt and treble damages . | 
The word Vſurie was not ſo odious in times paſt, as it is now ta- 


ken by the abuſe of Vſuric Politike , nomore than-itis in Vſurie Na- Threefold 


turall , and Vſurie Spirituall : and my meaning is not to maintaine 
Vſurie Politike in all reſpes, contrarie to the opinion of Divines 
that haue the Word of God for their warrant ; bur the ouer-preciſe- 
nes therin may breed 2 great inconuenience tothe Common-wealth. 
The Law of God did not puniſh theft by death , but onely by reſti- 


eution ; and as Cato ſaith, When a theefe was puniſhed ro pay the catode Naftice. 


double of that he had taken, the Vſurer was alwayes condemned to 
pay foure times the value. The Lawes therefore are made according 
tothe alterations of times,nature, condition, and diſpoſition of the 
people, and ſimply to ſay that any thing taken aboue the principall is 
Vſurie, is wonderfull ſtri& , vnleſſe you take the word Vſurie to bee 
Biting, becauſe the ſame is never hurtfull but where itbiteth;and the 
matter of conſcience conſiſteth in the not gerting of your debtor, 
and not in the taking of much or little intereſt : The Vſurie is grea- 
ter therefore to rake but two or three ypon the hundrerh of one that . 
makethnobeneht of the money, than = take tenne or — 
| Fr. 3 t 
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the hundreth of a Merchant , who maketh a greater,gainethereby, 
according tothe holy Scripture, Pecunia non poteſt parere alienas negocia- 
ri miſerias ; fratrem non mordebis, now munera ſuper inuocemem, which 
was the cauſethat by the Lawes of the Romanes,hethat took Vſuric 
of the poore was more puniſhed than he that tooke,nay than he thar 
did ſteale from the rich : for no man is bound by law or otherwiſe 


 admoniſhed to lend money vnto thoſe that haue noneed of it ; and 


Vſurie,ex dame 


no Eabito, im- 
proper. 


Fx lutrs 
ceſſante. 


rie and Ex- 


thereis on the other ſidea conſcience to be vſed,it a man haue gotten . 
well by another mans money, anddoth pay the ſame againe without 
any intereſt or profit. 

Alſo in caſe of intereſt taken it is conſiderable, That if I doe lend 
money to him that hath neede, and can afterwards prooue that for 
want of that money I haue ſuſtained yo loſſe,or if my debtor doe 
breake day with me when I looke to haue it at the time appointed, 
and ſo am endangered tomy neighbour for my neceflarie payments, 
it is great reaſon that my debtor beare my 1oſle, rather than 1 ſhould 
ſuſtaine harmeor danger for my good will. And this is defined tobe a 
| vo habits, and it being ſo,is improperly called 
Intereſt;in defenceof Vſurie . In like manner,it a ſhop-keeper lend 
money freely to his neighbour tillſuch a day, hauing then occafion 
tovicitat ſome Faireto lay it out in wares, it hee breake touch, the 
ſhop-keeper may in iuſtice take the benefit for his money, loſing the 
profit which he ſhould hauc had by the wares which he was hindred 
tobuy,and this is taken for [acro ceſſante : Bur in neither of theſe was 
an intention to deliuer money at Intereſt . | 

Someare of opinion, That it is-better for them to deliuer their 
money by exchange,and that therein they are leſſe tobe cuill thought 
on, than by dealing Vſurie-: But this difference confiſteth onely 
inthe name ; for they haue both an intention of gainevpon money, 
and doebearean aduenture for the lofſe of their moneys : whereas 
the one is bound to receiue buttenne vpon: the hundreth ar the moſt, 
and the other doth expe fifteene or rwenrtie vpon the hundreth ar 
the leaft, onely in regard hee doth beare an aduenrure toloſe by ex- 
change{ which is verie ſeldome : ) bur ſtill the intention remaineth, 
which ſhould be the ſureſt guide of conſcience torake away all coun- 
terfeit pretences. -- | 

The:Venetians and others allow no Intereſt at all, but approue the 
benefitand courſe of exchange, although it be aboue Intereſt . 

By theaforeſaid rules, Vſurie is weighed ſtraightly in regard of 
Charitie,albeit itmay fall out otherwiſe that the borrower hath ſin- 
ned , therefore inſuch caſes circumſtances are ro be conſidered, and 
then indgement tobe giuen accordingly. If I deale witha Merchant 
thatmaketh gaine of my money with his trade and commerce, and is 
well able to pay mec againe, being chiefly inriched by-my meanes ; 
why ſhould not Þ in reaſon haue parc of his benefit and aduantage, 
whenby my goods hee is growne rich * Suppoſe foure men are be- 
come patrteners , two doe disburſe large ſummes of nioney, and = 
W other 
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other imploy their labour and induſtrie to make(by lawfull trade) a 
oreat benefit thereby, is it not reaſon that the other rwo (although 
they were idle at home) fhould haue part of the benefit 2 You will 
ſay, you hold this reaſonable,for it is not, Vſurie atall : but theſe two 
- men take tenne in the hundreth for their money ; nay,then you reply 
and ſay,Ir is Vſurie, althoughthe other two had gotten thirtie inthe 
hundreth by it : Howcan this be a biting Vſurie © But they haue not objection, 
bornethe aduenture of the Seas, but conditioned a certaintie ; the an- Anſwere. 
ſwere is, That they haue not onely borne the aduenture of the Seas, 
but many other caſualties beſides , and in truſting them that had no 
meanes of their owne : Well therefore ſay you, Iwill not deliuer my 
money bur to rich men , herein you ſhev/ no charitie, and may be de- 
ccjued too, for you know not what money a man hath in his purſe , 
ſo that your conſcience is ſtil the ſureſt guide ro dire you with pru- x 
dence, as the loadſtone doth the variation of the Pole . So muchfor 
' particular perſons. | | # 
Now comming to examine what the Kings of England haue done 
concerning Vſurie, wee find that both before the Conqueſt and af- 
ter, Vſurie hath beene baniſhed by ſome Kings, and by ſome other 
Kings it hath beene tollerated, according to the times and oc- 
caſtons. es 
King Zdear before the Conqueſt, did vtterly forbid all Vſurie ; ſo Bankersſem 
did King Edward the firſt, who did ſend out of this Realme, as'well gurp i 
the Italian Bankers rhat came from Pope Gregory the tenth,called Car- 
fini,as all manner of Iewes, who did mightily oppreſſe the Realme. 
To omit what other Kings haue done, we know Ki at Henrie the eight, 
inthe 37 yeate of his raighe made a Statute , whereby none were 
ſuffered to take aboue tenne in the hundreth vpon loane, either for 
wares or money : and rhis was repealed by the Statute of Anne 5, | 
Edw. 6, which afterwards being found againſt Policie was abroga- 
red . Sothe Statutes of Queene Elizabeth did ſucceed, which doe tol- 
lerate the ſaid ten in the hundreth , which are of ſuch ſtrength and 
continuance at this preſent, that King James himſelfe is contented to 
allow the ſaid rate tothe Londoners for ſome moneys borrowed of 
them ; wherein { as I ſaid before ) timeand occaſions doalter things; 
and as the caſe for the preſent ſtandeth with Englandand forraine Na- 
tions, we haue Vſurie like a Woolfe by the cares, dangerous to be 
kept, and more dangerous ro abandone the ſame . This Vſurie being 
indeed exerciſed rothe poore or to the rich , without reſpe@ of da- 
mage enſuing, becotnraeth intollerable: But in caſe of Intereſt, when | 
rime of payment.isneglected in the ſtate of orphants it! mutuall ha- Where Viurie 
2ard, or in hazard publike, ſimply to diſallow it is to cut offall trade is lowable- 
and commerce, or reparation of. damages, and togoe abour to reme- 
ors rcp” rhe OOOnIeE. «ah of 
' The Law of 76f714y the Emperout, doth therefore mode: 
the courſe of Vſarie, which is Feock to bee tegarded, Where the 
words are thus, as followeth. ag | 
KY Wee 


I, Cos. C. de 
«C08. C. _ 


Uſuris. 
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Wee haue thought neceflaric to make 2 generall Law or Statute 


, touching the quantitie of Vſurie, bringing the old, hard, and moſt 
> grecuous weight of the ſame,toa certaine moderate ſtay or meane 
,, rate , Therefore We commandthoſe Noble men that are Earles, or 
, their betters, that they doc not make any ſtipulation or firme bar. 
;» gaine by any manner of contra whatſoeuer, great or leſſe,for Vſu. 


,» Tie or gaine to bee had aboue foure in the hundreth. Thoſe thar are 
,, guardians or gouernours ouer handie-crafts men,or places where Ax. 
,, tificers doe worke, or elſe doe vſe any lawtfull trade of merchan- 
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Difference of 
the rate of 
Vſurie, 


APolicie by 
plentic of 
money, 


diſe ; Wee will that they ſhall moderate their ſtipulation, or firme 
promiſe taken in any bargaine to e1 ht in the hundreth . And as for 
thoſe that doe aduetture their goods beyond the Seas, and put out 
their ſubſtance ypon their owne hazard , ſuch may lawfully demand 
by firme promiſe toreceiuetwelue inthe hundreth,and in no wiſe to 
take aboue that rate ; although by the old Romane Statutes it hath 
beene lawfull to exceed . And We will that all other men ſhall take 
onely fix in the hundreth aboue the principall, and the ſame quan- 
titie of exceſſe in no wiſe to bee enlarged in other contrats, where 
Vſurie is wont to bee demanded without ſtipulation or couenant 
made : neither ſhall itbe lawfull to the Tudge to increaſe the fore- 
faid taxation or rate made, by reaſon of the Cuſtome vſed in any 
Countrey,&c. | 

This Imperiall Ciuile Law,hauing a regard to the qualitie of per- 
ſons was duely obſerued, albeit the lender of the money could haue 
taken more, when the borrower would giue it to ſeruc his occaſions, 
without this preciſe obſcruation of the qualitic of perſons. A matter 
conſiderable now adayes ſince the Weſt-Indies haue beene diſcoue- 
red, whereby the currant of moneys is diuided into many countreys, 
and runneth alſo according to occaſions,and the Policie of States and 
Merchants. For the tolleration and permiſſion to deliuer money at 
Intereſt, doth differ in the rate in moſt countreys, taking in one place 
more and inanotherleſſe, according to the trafficke, and Merchants 
dceuiſcs. 

In Poland, Lituania, Pruſſia, and other countries adiacent, when 
they do abound in corne, money is commonly verie ſcarce, andthe 
price of corne thereby much abated ; at which time they will rather 
tollerate or proclaime the moneys tobe inhanced-in price, or to be 


- deliueredat intereſt after fifteene, twentie, and ſometimes twentie 


and five ypon the hundreth for a yeare, ora leſſer time : hereupon 
preſently, great ſtore of money commeth from all places thither, 
which maketh the price of money to riſe. Afterwards when many 
ſhipsare laden,and the fleer departed from Amſterdam and other pla- 
ces, then the.intereſt beginneth to fall accordingly. 

Inthe Low-countries it is lawfull fora M kk totake twelue 
vponthe hundreth for the yearc,and after the rate for the longer or 
orter time within the yeare. But this rate may not be excceded,vn- 

leſſeit be ypon ſome conditions of caſualties or aduenture. 4k 
| | c 
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The Romanes and Grecians made a difference as hath beene no- 
ted, according tothe law of uſtinian.Bur the taking of one in the mo- 
neth was moſt v{ualt, becauſe Merchants were the moſt lenders. And 
this twelue procentum is tobe vnderſtood alfo to be Intereſt ypon In- O—— 
rereſt, wherein equirie is ro be oblcrued : for this twelue pounds be- 
ing d&luered out againe vnto another, 1s pro rate as beneficiall as the 
100 @ principall. Albeit in cafe of damage,when matters between 
men are growne litigious, and depending in ſuits, then the courts of 
Equitie will account the whole time for the forbearance of the mo- 
ney, according to the yeres paſt, withour any Intereſt vpon Intereſt. 

Polititiaas or ſtates-men are to haue a ſerious confideration of the Viuricames: 
operation of this Vluric politicke, as a propertie inherent vnto mo- '47<of mens 
ney, becauſe that according tothe rate of Viurie men do meaſure all 
theiraQions, by trade and trafficke, or purchaſe,build, plantand bar- 
oaine inall chings accordingly . And vſurie is ſo inherent, and dorh 
properly grow with the decay of trafhicke, as paſturage doth increaſe The decay of 
with the | cond of tilling. Whercupon the following conſiderati- Ade merear 
ons are to be handled as matters of moment, eſpecially inkingdomes * = 
and common-weales which haue nogold or filuer mines of great 
value, but aboundance of forreine commoditics returned for the 
great plentie and quantitic of their home commodities, wherein the 
high continuall rate of Vſurie may proue more preiudiciall chan the 
aboueſaid policie of Poland, Liruania, or orher countries can be be- 
neficiall vnto them. For we ſce that generally all Merchants when 
they have gottenany great wealth with' vs, leaue trading, and fall ro 
Vlurie ; the gaine whereof is cafe, cerraine,and great : whereas in 
other countries Merchants continue from generation to generation, 
ro inrichthemſclues and the ſtate, as we find diuers renowned fami- 
lies in Germanie, [ralie,Spaine,and othercountries. | 

There was this laſt yeare a Tract againſt Vſurie preſented to the 4a 1021, 
high Court of Parliament of England,ſhewing the inconuenience of = 
the high rare of Vſuricaftertenne inthe hundreth, in compariſon of 
theleſſer rate of fixe in the hundreth, taken in the Low-countries, 
where money is ſoplentifull : and vponthis difference is a certaine 
operation of Vſuric noted to be predominantouer ys, both inour 
trade, and other affaires. 

Firſt ir is alledged, that by reaſon of the high rate of Vſurie, not Rea 
onely rich trades-men giue ouer trade, but a number of beginners Nu on 
are vadone and diſcouraged thereby, their induſtric ſcruing but to Viurie. 
inrich others, and begger themſclues. 

Secondly,that many trades theſelues aredecayed thereby,becauſe 
they cannor affoord ſo greata gaine as ten in the hundreth; whereas 
if che rate of Vſurie wereno higher than in other countries,they had 
ſubſiſted and flouriſhed ſtill, and perhaps with as much aduantage to 
the publicke, as thoſe that do bring more to the priuate aduentures, 
which ought ro go together, or elſe rhe common good of the State 
15 ſeldome greatly aduanced. 


Thirdly, 


4 
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Thirdly, that by this diſaduantage betweene fix and ten in the 
hundreth,other nations,and eſpecially our induſtrious neighbours do 
out trade and vnderſell vs, for they almoſt double the vie allowed, 
which we cannot by paying teninthe hundreth; wherby alſoall con- 
tributions tothe war, works of pictic,and glorie, of State are better 
cheape to them than to vs z as alſothe buildings of ſhips of hiting of 
them.,and all other things. = 

Fourthly,that aboue all the reſt, it maketh the land it ſelfe of ſmal 
value,cauſing the ſame to be ſold ſogood cheape, that men doenot 
ſeeke by induftrie any more to improue them, which is plaineboth 
by example and demonſtration. For we ſee in other countries, where 
the vie of money is atalow rate,lands are generally ſold for thirtie, 
fortie, and ſome for fiftie yeares purchaſe, being the beſt aſſurance, 
and ſecureſt inheritance which men haue, and therefore bearing ſtil! 
a rateaboue money, which would increaſe if the rate of Vſurie did 
decreaſe : and conſequently labourers wages and other dependances 
thereupon,which are therein more amplie declared, the ſcope of all 
tending to haue a moderation in the price of Vſurie. 

Hereunto are certaine obiections alſoalledged,and their anſweres 
to maintainethe rateof Viurie atten inthe hundreth with vs in Eng- 
land ; albeit othernations take but foure,fiue,and fix inthe hundreth, 
or 65; whichis called rent after the pennie ſixteene for ſixe times 
ſixteene, and one fourth maketh a hundreth, after the manner of the 
Low-countries. _ 

The obicRions are few in number. Firſt, The long continuance of 
ten inthe hundreth and things are well enough. Secondly, That ſo- 
daine changes are dangerous. Thirdly, That money will ſodenly be 
called in,and the borrowers be much preiudiced . Fourthly, That 
money will be harder to come by, and commerce much hindered. 
And laſtly, That Merchant Strangers money now going here at vſe, 
will be carried away againe, if the rate of Vſuric ſhould be called 
downe. 

The an{wereto the firſt and ſecond obieRion is, That the praftiſe 
of Vſurichath not beene ſo generally viedas it is now, when mens 
conſciences are hardened vnto it , without any ſcruple or indifferent 
conſideration , whereby asin bodies natural, ſo in politicke, diſeaſes 
grow by the too much or the too little of a due proportion inall hu- 
maneaGQions.And the rulethat innouations are dangerous holds true, 
where the bodie naturall or politicke isin perfect ſtate of health 
but where there is adeclining,thereto make no alteration, is a certain 
way torun todeſtrudtion. 

Tothe third, That money will be ſodainely called in. It may be 
made or enacted, that the borrower ſhall haue two yeares time for 
the payment of the money he oweth,paying the Intereſt,and obſer- 
uing ſuch cautions, conditions, and limitationsas may be thought 
conuenient, 

Tothe fourth obieCtion, That money will behard tobe borrowed, 

it is 
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it is well knowne that the high rate of vſurie doth'not increaſe in 
the quantitic of money (whereof hauing plentie) cauſeth commerce 
roflouriſh, and if money at intereſt were. called downe, what will 
Vſurers doe with their moncy ? They will not keepe itby them asa 
dead ſtocke, for either they muſt imploy it in trade, purchaſe lands, 
or lend for vſe ar ſuch arate as the Law will tollerate, ſo that herein 
can beno hurt. 


Tothe laſtand weakeſt obicion, concerning the money of other 


Nations deliuered at intereſt here, it is demanded , Whether it bee 


meete to haue them to feed vpon the Realme, and in proceſſe of 


time to carrie out ſuch gaines thereby by-multiplication of intereſt . 
For tomen of vnderſtanding in caſting of accounts, it is plainely ma- 
nifeſt that a hundreth pounds managed at tenne inthe hundreth,mul- 
tiplies it ſelfe in ſeuentie yeares ( being theage of a man) to a hun- 
dreth thouſand pounds, and it is therefore compared to the Bntlers 
boxe : Forcuen as men when they areat play, feele not whatthey 
give tothe boxe, but ar the end of Chriſtmaſle it makes all, orneere 
all gameſters loſers : ſo there are not few which continue in Vſurie, 
thatare not ruined. And ſo the ſaid Treatiſe concludeth tenne inthe 
hundreth tobe biting Vſurie. 

Bur roapoſtrophare this diſcourſe, and to remedie the matter ; let 
vs but procure to haue plentie of money really x fecte within the 
Realme, together with the meanes vſed in other countreys inthe 
lieu of moneys ; as the transferring or ſetting ouer of Billes be- 
tweene man and man, the paiments by afſignementin Banke with- 

out handling of moneys, and Letters of Credit, or Billes of Ex- 
changes, as you may find in this Booke declared . For plentie of- 
money will not onely preucnt, bur alſo effe& the benefits intended 


Intereſt which 
ſeemerh incre- 
dible. 


in the ſaid Treatiſe , making Vſurie ro decreaſe in price, as in other Plentic of mo- 


countreys where they are tollerated totake rwelue 


inthe hundreth , Vicicinpiice 


and yet moneys are plentifully ro bee had, at fiue, fixe, and ſeuen orcace. 


inthe hundreth : Then will the Kings Cuſtomes increaſe, and Com- 
merce flouriſh , Noblemens and Gentlemens landes bee improo- 
ued, Merchants and Artificers be incouraged, young beginners bee 
inabled, labourers find quicke imployment, and Vſurers may haue 
land for their moneys . 

Some will ſay vnto mee, conſidering the premiſſes, That to take 
tenne in the hundreth of a rich Merchant indeed, orof any other 
that buyeth landes, or makerh gaine by the money, is no biting 
Vſurie. Herein (ro qualifie the contents of thisand the precedent 
Chapter ) Inote two conſiderations for that purpoſe ; albeit thar ir 
ſeemeth no Comma can bee made ( as it were ) from the higheſt 
Climate ro the loweſt Center in regard of the litterall wordes, de- 
nounced by way of curſe againſt Vſurie : For it onthe one fide, 
you will take all Texts of Scripture ſo preciſely as men doe, with- 


our conſtruction , as for example , Giue to euerie man that asketh of Phil. 4. 


thee , Be alwayes glad, Pray alwayes, and the like ; and on the other 
lide, 


Luke 18. 
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fide, ſolittle regard them by large interpretations in taking great 
Vſurie, what confuſion and diſorder would this bring to the Com- 
mon-wealth £ Therefore to anſwere the queſtion, I ſay, That con- 
ſideration being had in your particular, and the partie who made 
benefit of your money , there is no biting Vſurie committed and 
no hurt done, but rather mutuall loue increaſeth : but if there be 
conſideration had of the generall, there is biting Vſurie commit- 
ted, and euen vpon the poore and mechanike people. For by your 
meanes (and others deliuering moneys at Intereſt) is the ſame in- 
corporated into. rich mens hands, whereby the meaner ſort of peo- 
ple can haue none to ferue their occaſions , but at verie exceſſiue 
and abominable rates, and that vpon pawne alſo : For your deli- 
+ uering of moneys at tenne in the hundreth and vnder , doth enable 
them to take intollerable Vſurie of the ſaid meaneſt ſort of peo- 
ple, as ſhall now bee declared, whereby they deuoure them , {6 
that in all Kingdomes they are prouided for, but heere and yntill 
that bee amended, your taking of tenne in the hundreth in nature 
before declared, is a biting Vſuric , although it doe not belong 
vnto you to amend the ſame, but that Princes and Magiſtratesare 
to prouide for it . For this is a. biting, nay a verie gnawing to the 
bones of your Chriſtian brother with whom you ought to deale 
mercifully. As there are three ſorts of dealings amongſt men, that 


Three forts of js, Gift, Bargaining, and Lending ; ſo are there three ſorts of men, 


the ſtarke Begger, the poore Houſholder , and the rich Merchant or 
Gentleman. To the firſt you ought to giue freely, not onely to lend 
freely , tothe ſecond you ought to lend, either freely or mercifully, 
and not to feed ypon him with exceffiue Vſurie ; but with 
the third, you may deale ſtraightly and aske your owne 
with gaine, eſpecially when hee gaineth by your 
money , vſing in all theſe a conſci- 
ence with diſcretion, 
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[HE apprehenſiah of the continuance of iritollerable 
| Viuricin England, isable taftapitie a:mans ſenſes ; 
conſidering the. ſame is ſo abhorred of Heathens, 
\Turkes, and Barbarians ,.itbeing an cuident.roken 
| F that our hearts are more than ſufficiently frozen 
-1 >,,75: 327... + -Ouer With the-jnſcalible;yocof vacharitableneſle ; 
becauſe. the crucll:deuouring thereof may ber: ſoeafily. prevented, 
Andthen VſuriePolitike will not be biting. !.This intollerable Vſu- 
ric 15 cffeted by.the:Brokers ſelling old appatell and houſhold ſtuffe; 
which doe take after djuers rates, but all of them exccffiuely, they 
being the fitteſt inſtruments.to recciyueand buy ſtolen goods, where- 
by alhtheeues are incouraged, according to. the Prouerbe , 1f there 
were uo reveiners, there would be ftw. theenes. Moſt of theſe Brokers haue 
their money maſters; to whom,they pay twentic in the hundreth, or 
x5 attheleaſt;for ſome of theſemoney maſters pay themſelues ten 
inthe hundreth vnto others , ſatharone thing driuerh- or inforceth. 
another... Likeas inaclocke where there be many wheeles, the firſt 
wheele being ſtirred driueth the next,and that thethird, and ſo forth 
till che laſt crharmayeth the inſtrument that ſtrikes theclocke: or like: 
as mn a preſſe going. inat aſtraight,wherethe formoſt is driuen byhim 
that is next him,andthe next by him-that followes him,andthe third 
by ſome violentand. ſtrong. thing that driues him forward , which is 
the firſt and principall cauſe of putting forwardall the reſt afore him; 
if hee were kept backe and ſtaied,, all they. that goe afore would 
ſtay withall...; This is therefore. called cans eficien ; and ſo is Vſu- 
= Politike., vnleile rhe biting of it bee. hindered as ſhall bee de- 
En 54s 15 otro iu. | 
. The moſt fauqurable extortion by Vſurie vpon pawnes of any. 
mooueable thing, is after ſix pencefor 2 © ſhillings for one moneth of 
28-dayes, which is aboue thirtie in the hundreth by the yeare, and 
two pence for the Bill money of halfe a crowne, or eight pence, or 1 2 
pence for the Bill money of 20,ſhillings, which is more than the In- 
tereſt,and this rate wil be taken if it be for one weeke that the pawne . 
p Gg be 


The vic of 


Houſes of 
Cemmerce- 


be redeemed againe; for the intent is alwaies taken to be for one mo» 
neth . And vnder colour of the Bill money , there is for regiſtring of 
the pawnes likewiſe exaRion made ſineetherewasaregiſter appoin 
ted, who doth not-take knowledge-of the twentirh part o the 
pawne; bur what they-will declare.” '---- £, 
' Others doe take eizht pence for the moricth or weeks, withthe 


: PR 
> 


| likeallowance for Bill-money and regiſtring; - which commeth'ts 


aboue fiftie in the hundreth . 
The vſuall rate vpon ſmallthings, is rwelue pence for the weeke or 
monethas aforeſaid, and this is fixtie in the hundreth, and with Bill 
money aboue cightic ; nay, therc is taken the ſhilling pennie by the 
weeke of the Fiſh-wives and other women ſelling.fmall wares vpand 
downe ſtreets, which isaboue 400 vpon the hundreth by the yeare, 
beſides the Bil money,what this commethvnto in diuided ſmal ſums 
is incredible. This Bill is made to deceive the Law, and theforme 
of it is; Bought of 1oþn-« Stile one: paire of ſtockings, one fliirt, one 
band; anda hat for fiue ſhillings, witneiſe my hand the tenth of May 
1622 . 18, Stile. And{incethe Regiſter was made, muchis pawned 
without making of any Bills : and not' conterfted with this hortible 
extortion, they will ler out for gaine many of theſe pawnes andſo 
weare them out; or ar laſt rake the forfeieure of them, being ſure to 
lendabour the third and fourth pirt of the value : By theſe meanes 
devouring. and conſuming the poore houtſhoſder and mechanicall 
man, it being onely the remarkeable finne of oppreſſion by exaQion 

noted im the hol tute, for which thefirſt world was drowned. 
This cauſed Þ liritiansor Startes-men toadmit the vſeof Lom- 
bards intheir Common-weale, tomoderate this intollerable exaCti- 
on of Yſurie, ſo called Lombards of certaine Italians which'c4meour 
of Lombardie, whereof 'Lombard-ſtreer yet bearcth the name fince 
Heerie the third his time. Theſe Lombards did take alſo extreame 
rates of twentie and twentie fiue vpon the hundreth, as the Tewes 
did, and of late yeares they haue beene ( by publike authoritie) ad- 
mitted in Lombards of the Low-countries to take after three halfe 

pencea weeke for the pound of twentie ſhillings, and one petinic for 

the Bill, bur notto be bound to pay for the monerh, which was alſo a 
great rate : wherein they were compared vnto'retailers of ſmall - 
wares, as Chandlers, and fach like, which mayger 25 and 3o'in the 
hundreth vpon wares fold by retaile : and theſe men were the retai- 
lers of money, and had allowance accordingly, which in the Low- 
countries were almoſt in euerie Citic,and payed for it at yearely ſum 
of money to the States . But now of late all this kind of people is 
put out, and there are Pawne-houfſes, called Houſes of Commerce 
ereQted;where the borrower paieth but after ten in the hundreth,and 
ſome allowance towards charges, vnder the moderation of the Iuſti- 

nian Law, and this is declared to be done for the reaſons following. 
Thar the intollerable Vſurie committed by the Lombards might 

be preuented, | = 
at 
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That the pawnes ſhould not be worne or vſed, but ſafely kept, to 
be by them reſtored at all times, having men and women to looke 
- vnto them. 

That the vſe of twentie ſhillings for one weeke is but one farthing 
: partstowards the payment of ware-houſe and houſe roome, kee- 
ping of the pawnes,and entertainement of ſeruants wages,and others 
ro manage the ſame. 

Thar almoſt the value of the pawne may be had thereupon, if 
the borrower will deſire it, one yeares time and fixe weekes confi- 
dered,' with the charges ; during all which time he may redeeme 
the ſame, and pay bur afterthe rate . But after the expiration of 
that time, then the pawnes tobe fold in a publicke outcrie by a 
ſworne Officer to be oppointed by the Magiſtrate : and what ſo- 
ever is made more thereof than the principall money borrowed and 
the charges, to be reſtored vnto the partie, or him that bringeth the 
ticket,or to their heires,or within two yearcs tothe Magiſtratcs,ifno 
manclaime the ſame, to be diſtributedro the poore. 

That ſtolne goods may by theſe meanes be deteRted, and theeuc- 
rie decreaſe,and mens liues preſcerued for the good of the Princeand 
State. 

I hope no man will denie,but this is a commendable courſetaken 
for the comfort of the common people, that by intollerable Vſu- 
rie they be notdeſtroyed, but as neceſſarie membets of the common 
wealth, they may liue in their vocation and profeſſion. Surely the fa- 
mouscitie of London is worthie of perpetuall commendation for 
the education of Orphanes. 

Butif an Orphane come to bean houſholder, and liucth honeſtly 
by his handie worke and labour,and hath therby gotten alittle eſtate 
of thiftie or fortie pound in ſome yeares, and then being viſited with 
ſickeneſſe(whereunto all men are ſubie) he is conſtrained ro pawne 
his goods or ſubſtance vnto theſe vncharitable people ; what a miſe- 
rable and pittifull thing it is to ſce his poore' Familie vndone by 
theſe meanes (as it were) ina moment, loofing that which with great 
care,labour,and ſweat of his browes he hath been gathering for ma- 
ny yeares together 2 God is my witnefle,that the conſideration here- 
of hath moued my ſoule with compaſſion and true commilſeration 
which implycth a helping hand. For it is now aboue twentie yeares 
that I haue moued continually thoſe that are inauthoritic,and others 
that haue becne, to be pleaſed to take ſome courſe topreuent this 
enormitie. 

Some that God hath called,cither void of charitic, or ſecking 
Prinatum commodum,hauc becne remiſle to further the ſame, and for 
as much as I am ( iva manner) hopeleſſe of any ſucceſſe, and that it 
behooueth me being ſtricken in yeres ronumber my daies, Ithought 
conuenient to publiſh the laſt Proie and offer, which hath beene 
made to the ſame effet two manner of wates, wherein I haue ſpent 
time, labour, and no ſmall charges in hope that hereafter it may. do 
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Pawne bouſes, god tothe putblicke , if ſome Dininebe mouedt ro further it. The 


firſt is according tothe manner of Amſterdam , ro which end the 
ſubſtance of the petition of honeſt and religious men his maieſties 
ſubiecs, is as followeth. | 

Firſt, that authoritie be ginep to 4. B. toeret Pawne-honſes in 
all conuenient places of the realmes of England,Ireland,and the do- 
minions of Wales,for and during the terme of oneand twentie yeres, 
ypon thefe conditions. | bf, 

Thar all perſon and perſons ſhall and may haue at allconneniene 
times moneys vpon pawnes,of or yponall moueable goods,chartels, 
and leafes, or any thimg which ſhall beagreed vpon, after the rate of 
ten vpon the hundreth by the yeare.. 

That the vadertakers may be authoriſed or licenced t6'take- for 
the attendance, labour and = recompence of Officers,and Ser- 
uants wages, houſe-rent, and all other charges incident thereumo, as 
followerh. 

For regiſtring and keeping of all pawnes that do amount tofiftie 
pounds or more,one farthing for cuerie pound by the moneth. 

For all pawnes that do amount toten pounds or more vntill-fiftie 
pounds,for eucrie pound one halfe pennic by themoneth. 

Forall pawnes that donot amount to ten pound, for euerie pound 
one pennie by the moneth. jt 

For euerie bill giuen for pawnes vnder ten pounds,one permie,ahd 
being of ten pounds or aboue, whatſoever ir commethynto, butrws 
pence,with ſuch clauſes, conditions, and cautions as ſhall be requiſite 
for the ſecuritie of the ſaid vndertakers,and agreeable with the laws 
of the realm of England,paying vnto the Kings maieſtica reaſotiable 
ſumme of money yearcly &c. 

The ſaid allowances areinferiour tothe moderation of the Em- 

peror Iuſtinian his Lawes , and will be found verie reaſo- 
nable,confidering, that by the tolleration of V ſari 
politicke,men can deliver their moneys in ve- 
riegreat ſummes at tenin thehundreth 
freely,and without ſuch 
trouble. 
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CxuAk ATE 
Of Mons pietatis, or Banke of Charitie. 


SAFHcſccond meane to ſuppreſſethebiring vſurie of ex- 
F- $31-rortion ypon the common people, is by prouiding a 
courſe,that they miay haue moneys vpon pawne with- 
out paying any intereſt or vſurie for the loane of it,ac- 
cording to the manner of Bridges in Flanders , which 
is more pleaſing , bur it is not ſo vniuerſall as the 
Pawne houſes are, where great ſummes are to be had toaccommo- 
date Merchants andall men, to preuent the generall abuſe : albeir 
it cannot be denycd, bur that the extortion vpon the meaner ſort 
of people is more haynous and deteftable z which was the cauſe 
that by the Lawesof the Romans, he that rooke vſurie of the poore 
was more puniſhed than he that did ſteale from the rich, as is before 
declared. X 

In Italie there are Montes pietatss, that is to ſay, Mounts or Bankes 
of Charitic, places where grtear ſummes of money are by legacies 
giucn for reliefe of rhe poore, roborrow vpon pawnes, and ro pay 


onely after three or foure in the hundreth at the moſt ro maintaine- 


the officers, and to beare the charges of ſuch an ereRted Mount for 
cucr.But the manner of Bridges, as aforeſaid, may be choughr more 
reaſonable, paying the officers our of the contributions, which b 
their means may be much increaſed, according to the orders whic 


arc hercafter declared ; for cuerie man is willing to giue forthe ſup- Moneys 
"4 


preſſion of intollerable and abhominable vſurie. The rich (thatare 
charitably diſpoſed) will giue, becauſe vſuric poliricke ſhould not be 
biting ; the meaner ſorr of people will be contriburaric,becauſe of 
the commodiouſnes of it ; for who will not giue fix pence or twelue 
pence cueric quarter of the yeare,when he may borrow arcaſonable 
ſumme of money withour paying any vſe for ir,for one yere,or a lon- 
gcrtime,according to occaſions: I am ſure of moſt mens inclinations, 
by an attempr made ofthe practiſe hereof ſome yeares ſince : for (af- 
rerthe names taken of aboue 1 500 perſons that were willing tocon- 
tribute yearcly, and ſome Diuines and others that would lend freely 
5o ®, r00 &,or more forſomeycares,and ſome 500 ®)I made an 
alphabetical regiſter of them,which was deliuvercd into the hands of 
a great perſonage,who(as it ſcemerh) was not worthic of che honour 
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. thereof ; butto my remembrance it amounted to ſome 2000 # for 


moneysgiuen and to be lent, andaboue fix hungreth pounds.yearely 
during the liues of the benefaRors; ſo that no man hath cauſe ro 
doubt of the collection of a grearſtocke for ſo godly x worke, if au- 
thoritie were had when this was done,vpon the oo hope and ſar- 
miſe thereof *totheeffefting whereof, I will be willing {tilt to doe 
my beſt endeatiour. Now the orders are as followeth. 


Orders to be obſerued for the gonernment of the Mount of Charitie , cons 
ſting of two houſes within the citie of London and the ſuburbes there- 
of , and one howſe a1 Weſtminſter ; where all mewn may borrow moneys 
in ſmall ſummes, without paying any wſe or loane for the ſame, pon 
pawne tobe delinered far caution or ſeraritie of the ſaid moneys , ac- 
cording to the manner of Bridges in Flanders, ani other conmeries, 


I | aprimis, That all men of what qualitie or condition foeuer they 
be(beingdeſtiture of money)ſhall haue money-at all conmenienc 
times withour paying any vſe or loane for the ſame, but deliuering 
onely a pawne of any moueable thing, ſo it be noraboue fortie ſhil- 
lingsat any one time,vntilla competent ſtock be raiſed forthe main- 
tenance of the ſaid Mount of Charitie for euer. | 
2 Item, Whereas the ſaid ftocke is raiſed, and tobe increafed by 
meanes of charitable and conſ{cionadble perfons(which either do free- 
ly lend moneys without taking intereſt for the ſame, or do freely 
giue in money and yearely contributions,according to their vertuous 
diſpolttion, which moneys may (in progrefle of time) amotint to a 
notable ſumme ) the Treaſurer generalt therefore ſhall be a man ſut- 
ficient, and of honeſt behauiour, carefull to appoint ſworne honeſt 
men(ypon ſureries)to colle& the ſaid moneys, and for keeping of the 
pawnes, with their Clarkes and other attendants : and the Surueior 
of accounts ſhall be a man diligent and skilfull in accounts.,all for the 
better incouragement of the ſaid charitable giuers and free lenders, 
for the advancement of this charitableworke. 
3. tem,Whereas the like Hoaſc called Saint George; was heretofore 
erectedat Genona in Italie by noble Knights bound trhonour to ſee 


the people relieued from oppreſſion, biting vſuric and extortion, 


which by all vertuous Knights is atall rimes approued and commen- 
ded; There ſhall be kept one paire of tables in-euerie houſe, contai- 
ning thenames of ſuch honourable perfons,and 'vertuons Knights'as 
ſhaltbe yearcly contributaries (by quarterly paiments) during their 
naturall liues, or lend any ſumme of money (grars)fora time, roge- 
ther with the names of ſuch welt diſpoſed perſons as by their Wills 
and Teſtaments doe bequeath any ſumme of money for the main- 
renance of this pious worke, in perpetuall remembrance of the ſaid 
benefactors. 

4 1tem,That the ſaid. officers ſhall vſe their beſt indeauours,by all 
good meinesto mouc allwell diſpoſedand charitable perſons, to be 
g1uers, 
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givers, lenders, and contributaries for the increaſe of the faid ſtocke, 
eſpecially when men are vifited with fickenefle ; to theend that by 
their laſt Wills and Teſtaments, they miay be mooucd to further this 
godly action for the continuance thereof for ever. | 

5 Tem, Thatthe Lord Maior of London ( for the time being ) 


may-haue yearely infpection of the colleions and accounts of the- 
officers of the ſaid Mount of Charitie, at a day by him to bee ap- 


poinred, ro ſee the due execution and adminiſtration of the ſtocke 
aforclaid . | 

6 Items, That the. Clarkes and other officers in place, ſhall attend 
the ſaid houſes from ſixe a clocke in the morning , vntill ekeuen, and 
from two of the clocke in the 4frernoone; vntill ſeuen, beginning 
(yearely) from the fiue and twentirh day of Match, vatill the laſt of 
Seprember ; andafterwards robegin bur ar icuen of the clocke in the 
forenoone, vpon paine to be diſpfaced. | 

7 Item, That no man ſhall offer to pawne any inoucablething, ha- 
uing life, or being ſubie& ro manifeſt corruption; or peſterable wares 
of great bulke, bur onely things of Wooll, Linnen, Silke;or Flaxe; 
Hemipe, or Towe,and ſuch like,or Pewter,Yron, Braffe,or any other 
matter mettaline or minerall ; or of Gold,-Situer, Copper, or Pre- 
cious ſtones . oJrr”* 

$ 1tem, That all pawnes which:thall be pawned, ſhall bee taken as 
ſold i open marker or ſhop-vpon the conditions following, with the 
cofifent of the owner or lawful! bringer thereof ; and {fo ſhall nor 
" bee ſubieR ro bee recovered of the {aid officers by any fraudulent 
dealings . 

9 . That ederieperſon(if he will) ſhall recetuethe three parts 
of the yalte of his- pawne ; that is to ſay, It the pawne bee worth 
rwentie ſhillings, he ſhall haue fifreene ſhillings, and ſo after the rate. 
Protiided it doenot exceed the ſummeof forrie ſhillingsat any time, 
aSabouefaid . 

16 149, That the faid pawnes ſhall bee ſafely kept, forthe time 
that the ſame ſhall be pawned, without wilfull derrimenr or hurr, be 
ir for hEmoneth, two, rhree,or more moneths, nor exceeding the 
times of ore yeare withour new licence had forthe ſame . 

1 t 1t9, That the perſons which doe piywne any goods as afore- 
ſaid, either being owner, of put intruſt ropaywne the ſame, ſhall de- 
clare their names tobeentred itythe Tourmals,and other Regiſters,and 
bring an auoucher (if there de caufe of faſpition , thar the parties are 
felons,oracceſſaries of felonie)in'which regard the ſaid goods ſhal be 
ſtaied for 24 houres, roſee whetherany perſon doclaime the ſame . 

12 /tem, That eueric perfott whict'doth pawne any thing, ſhall 
take a Ticket containing the date of the timeand yearc, and the ſum 
of money lent, with the private marke of cueric houſe,thereby to re- 
deerfichis pawneat all times at his pleaſure. 

13 Ttem, That for the defraying of the rent of conuenient houſes, 


recompence of officers and mens wages, and other charges incident 
P for 
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for the due execution of the premiſles , euerie perſon borrowing a 
crowne or fiue ſhillings ſhall giue for his Bill or Ticker one farthing, 
and for tenne ſhillings one halfe pennie, and for twentie ſhillings vne 
pennie monerhly , and for a greater or ſmaller ſumme accordingly, 
yntill ſuch time that the ſtocke be increaſed roſuch a comperent fum 
as may counteruaile the ſaid charges, and ſupply the neceflaric occa- 
ſions or wants of the borrowers, to be declared hereafter. 

14 tem, Thatall pawnes which doe lye aboue one yeare, bei 
not licenſed roremaine for longer time,ſhal be ſold by a publike offi- 
ccr in open outcric cuerie quarter of a yeare,the ſaidofficerstobe ap. 
pointed and ſworn by the Lord Maior of London, forthe time being, 
or by two Tuſtices of the Peace at Weſtminſter, and the ſurpluſage of 
the moneys which ſhall be made more of the ſaid pawnes thanthe 
money lent thereupon, (after charges deducted ) ſhall be reſtored to 
the ownersor knowne bringers of the ſaid pawnes, or totheir heires, 
adminiſtrators or affignes,within one month after ſale made of them, 
(vpon demand tobe made) and by default of rhe ſaid heires, admini- 
ſtrators or afſignes, tobe deliuered within one yeare after, ro the ſaid 
Lord Maior, and Iuſtices of the Peace, and to be diſtribured (by their 
wiſedomes ) tothe poore . 

15 tems, It ſhall be lawfull vnto the ſaid officers, to reſtore tothe 
right owner any pawne which hath beene feloniouſly taken, vpon 
ſuthcienr proofe made,if notice was given before the regiſtring there- 
of; anditnorice was giuen after the ſaid regiſtring or pawning, then 
toreſtorethe ſame vpon-paiment of rhe money borrowed thereup- 
on, and charges. 

16 7m, It ſhall be lawfull for the Treaſurer, Generall; and Sur- 
ueyer, with the conſent of the Lord Maior of London, or two Iuſti- 
ces of the Peace at Weſtminſter vnder their hand writing ( when the 
faid ſtocke is increaſed roa greater ſumme than ſhall be needfull for 
the maintenance of the ſaid Mount of Charitie) togiue ſome relicfe 
vnto ſuch priſoners as are committed for debt in the ſeuerall priſons 
of their juriſdiction ; be it either for their maintenance there, or ( af- 
ter they haue beene one yeare in priſon) towardes the compoſition 
which they ſhall make with their creditors, ſo as the ſaid gift doe not 

exceed the ſumme of renne pounds, rowardes cuerie hun- 

dreth pound vhich the ſaid priſoners are indebted, if 
their good behauiour and likelyhood to doc 
well ſhall deſerue the ſame. 


FX" 


Quod gratis 466 eptmus, gratis dammus. 
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Cur, XIII. 
Of the true Calculation of Moneys delivered at Intereſt. 


WH E At of Parlement concerning Vſurie, made in 
az the thirteenth yeare of Queene Elizabeth, declaring 
that Vſurie is forbidden, and contrarie to all Diuine 
and Humane Lawes ; doth by way of tolleration ad- 
mit,that whoſoever ſhall deliuer his money at Inte- 
reſt after the rate of terme in the hurgdreth for the 
yeare, ſhall onely be in danger to loſe that ten in the hundreth, if any 
man by information, plaint, or bill will fue for the ſame .Bur if it be 
aboue that rate; the deliuererof the money ſhall loſe the principall 
money, and incurre other penalties, and this Statute may be pleaded 
in Batre, and is tobee conſtrued- againſt him direRly and indiredtly . 
Wherefore all men deliuering money at Intereſt, muſt be verie care- 
full how they make their contracts, becauſe many miſtakings may 
happen, for thar all Councell learned in the Lawes are not good 
Arithmeticians in the calculation of this ten inthe hundrerth, which 
is the ground of thoſe contracts , infomuch that by the ſtrict rules of 
the ſaid Stature, the contrats being found vſurious and to exceed 
the rate, are not onely void ſs fo, but the principall and intereſt 
is alſo loſt , This Statute hath relation tothe Act made by King Hen- 
rie the eight,and the words be in effeR as followeth , 

None may haue, receine, accept, or take, for the lending or forbearing of his 
or their money , for one whole yeare , or for a longer or ſhorter tim , or for 
a more or leſſe ſunme , aboue the rate of tenne pound pro cent. yearety. 

. Hen. 8. | 
: /ncatainch as ſome men,accuſe the makers of this Statute to have AnobieRion 
committed ſome abſurditie, it will not bee impertinenttocleere the © — 
ſame : The Statute (fay they ) giueth abilitie vato a man, rotake one 
way ten pound ten ſhillings or more, forthe vſe of one hundreth 
pounds for one yeare, being deliuered out for two yeates ; and ano- 
ther way hee cannot take terine pound fiue ſhillings and lefle for one 
yeare, bur hee ſhall bee within the compaſle of rhe Statute . Bur if 
they had a due conſideration;that Tine is properly the indge hereof, 
and that they conld tiot make the faid Statute, without the _— 
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of a time certaine, they would not findany abſurditic therein, for it 
was impoſſible to make it otherwiſe more certaine . 

Time begetr-” To make this cuidently appearc-and of neccfhtic, Time is herein 

Urice - - - 

av3on Efficient and'Atiue, and the rate of 1© pro 100, Poſitiue and Pa. 

fue zlet”ys ſuppoſe that you-doe deliuer at Intereſt one hundreth 

pounds for three moneths after renne vpon the-hundreth , you-may 

lawfully receiueatthe three monerhs end, two pound tenne ſhillings 

for your Intereſt, and continue the hundreth pound againe ſor other 

three moneths by a new contra& or agreement, and then receiue 

againe 2 ® 10 /, continuing in this manner for the whole yeare 

by foure ſeuerall agreements, whereby you doe recciue three parts 

of your Intereſt at ſeucrall times , which Intereſt you may pur out 

alſo at Vſurie, and ſo takeaboue 1 o pro 100, without incurring the 

Agreement al- danger of the Statute, becauſe your agreements haue from time to 

re; eo time,altercd the propertie of the Intereſt moncy which'youdid re+ 

money by CCiue,, and was begotten in time according tothe Statute, and that 

——_ which was before another mans,is thereby become yours, and there- 

of you may diſpoſe againe. But if you doe deliucrout 100 ® from 

the beginning for one whole yeare ; then you cannot have but renne 

ounds Intereſt for the ſame at the yeares end with your princi- 

pall, for the propertie of the tenne pounds is not till rchen-altered 

by your agreement. ;Thus is it with moneys deliucred for a ſhor- 


ter Time . = 

In like manner is it for moneys deliuered out for a longer Time 
as for example, one deliuered out 100 ® for foure yearcs, for the 
which at the foure yearesend hee can receiue but 140 ®, but it hee 
had delivered out 100 ® for one yearc, he may at the yeares cnd re- 
ceiue 10 ® for Interecſt,and continue the 100 pounds againe for the 
ſecond yeare by a new agreement and then receiue anothertenne 
pound, and ſo for the third and fourth yeare . Now whereas by rea- 
ſon of his ſcuerall agreements according to the time, he hathaltered 
the propertic of Intereſt money, and recciued to # the fuſt yeare, 
he may put out againe this 10 ® as his owne for another yeare, and 
ſo have Intereſt thereof twentie ſhillings , whereby hee receiueth 
11 ® theſecond yeare, which bcing put out the third and fourth 
yeare, will yeeld him accordingly in like manner forthe 10 #® recci- 
ued the ſecond and third yeare, which will yeeld him after the ſame 
manner accordingly : ſo that hee ſhall hauc aboue 146 ® being thus 
deliuered our, the bodice of his ſumme ſtil] remaining whole, and be- 
ing only diſtinguiſhed by Time which maketh the difference. Againe 
let vs ſuppoſe that the 100 ® were deliuered out from the begin- 
ning of foure yeares, to be repaied by 25 ® a yeareand the Intereſt, 
it followeth proportionably , that the firſt yeare hee is to recciue 
27 ® 10 {, the ſecond yeare 3o ®, the third yeare 32 ®, 104, 
and the fourth yeare 35 ®,which maketh all but x 2 5 ®;adde to this 
the Intereſt of 25. ® receiued in dedution of his principall three 


yeares beforethe Time, which is 7 ® 10 /, andof 25 ® morein 
like 


— 
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like matmer for ewo-yeares;; which/is:5 ©, and! of: z5:\©:more for 
the third yeare, whichis receined oneyeare beforethetime', which 
is 2-@, 10 þ, all is 15 ®, which'together with:the! T25-#- mas 
keth the ſaid ſummie of - 140 ®; Burwhenmoneys arerepaiedin this 
manner, as it were by way: of anticipation;then the bodie of your 
fummeof 100 ® is diuided,and ſtill time andiintereſtmuſt concur, 
for the intereſt isbegotten by time. For'you-may: nor deliver: our 
300 ® forthree yeares tobe repayed 100 ® yearely, and receiue 
the firſt yeare 130 ; the ſecond-yeare/ 1:20 ©; and thethirdyeare 
110 ®: but you muſt recviue the firſt yeare 1-10 2;the ſecondyere 
120 ®, andthe third yeare 1 30'®, becauſe you haue not forborne 
your money for any longer timeproportionably, according to your 
contradt and agreement. And the'propertie'of the intereſt money 
is not altered effeQually, according to rhe law, for 10 proceme. for a 
yeare-is the Cubike Root which doth increaſe and decreaſe both 
waies accordingly.Yer ſomewill ſay,ſuppoſe that I haue 3000® in 
money todeliver at intereſt, are not my 3000 ® worth yoo. ® art 
the yeres end,& may not I lawfully receiue that 300 ®;and any part 
of my principal, andcontinve the reſt for another yeare, and ſodo 
the like for more yeares? Who doubreth thereof ? So'tharyou do 
makenew contraQts oragreements from yeare to yeare, whereby the 
rtie of the intereſt money becammerh effectually akered, ac- 
cording to the law(as aforcſaid)your money from the beginning be-= 
ing dcliuered out bur for one-yeare : but if you doe deliuer your 
3000 ®- from the beginning by one fole contra and agreement 
for ſix yeares, tobe repaied yearely by 500 ®; and receiue 550 ® 
the firſt, thatis to ſay, 300 ® for your intereſt, and 250 ® forpart 
of your principall, as it may be conſtrued againſt you, then do you 
incur the danger ofthe ſtature. For inthis(which'is for a more ſumme 
and a longer time) there is the like reaſon as there is with aleſſe 
ſurnme and a ſhorter time,as by the former example is declared. 
Andas there is more gaine when money is deliuered our for three 
moneths.,or leſfe time,and ſo continued from time to-time within the 
yeare tharr when! money is deliueredout for one yeare; fo is there 
moregaine when nioney is delineredout for one yearc,and continu- 
ed by new agrements from: yeare toyeare, than when it is original- 
ly delivered out for ſix or more ny with the rule of Ge- 
ometricall deliniation,and Arirthmericall proportion. 


of the 


The A 
properue 


And therule Quadrant, or the goldenrule of Arithmeticke pro- Therule 


ueth vntoany man of vnderſtanding, that in calculationtheſe foure 


things muſt concur : Firſt, you may find out by your intereſt money Principall. 


and thetime(after ten in the hundreth for the yere) what the ſumme 
was which was deliuered at intereſt : Secondly, at what rate accor- 


ding to the time ſuch a ſumme was delivered : Thirdly, thetime for Time. 
which it was delivered at ſuch a rate: And laſtly , what the intereſt queen. 


money was for the ſumme deliuered,according to the time , and all 
theſe (Poſito in any one ſumme for all) will manifeſt the deliuerie of 
one 
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Auditors or 
Calculators. 


one hundreth-pound! for onewhole: yeare of twelue ordinarie.mo- 
neths; after the rateobtenuin the.hundreth.zt lie-be ſo deliueredouy 
forby inuerting,poſtpountling,and ſuppgfing allauſt produce theſe 
;uſt and poſitiue- furames, whereby yau may bealfured whether you 
terme your money deliered; our,;according taithe art. and rule of 
Arithmeticke; theprinciples wlietcof:are infallible, orwhether(be- 
ing deceiuedthereimyouwhaue(vnawares)madean viuriouscongad; 
as many do.ignorantly# oo 1 be on de en on 9 ge 
; The Ciuilians, eſpecially Benotrute Siracchs.termed thoſe which 
wecall Auditors or Accountants: Calrulatores, which in deed are tg 
bee very iudicious .in matter ofaccount;as skilfl in the accounti 
able by poſitions to firid out hidden fummes:-for-it falleth out many 
times in Princes accounts;that ſummes are named which hane xrela- 
tion to other ſummes; arid muſt by: fuppoſitiohs be: fonnd our, and 


- , - ”* canbedoneas they ſay>Calewands. For cxample, A'ſumme of money 
'  * 8:deliuered-out for:three yeares, cucvie yeare ro be paied, whereof 
the firftſumme ( Poſug)-is 520: ®, and the fourth or. laft ſyuname is 


665 ®.,. 10. Betweene theſe two you are to find ewo ſummes pro 
portionable:» multiplie, 500 ®, within irdelfe.is',5 00000 ; with. this 
niultiplie the 665 .® to: of the product, take; your Cubike Roo 
is 550 forthe ſecond ſummeg now to find-yourthird ſumme,mul- 
tiplic, 665 10 witli'550 15-9320 Your Quadrant Root is, Medj- 
umbetweene '2 and 4 being 605 ;and ſo you-haue;yourſumme,and 
the, intereſt you find ro be. 10 pro:cent. The like for 5, 6, or more 
fummes whichiby Geomethiig is: yctrmaxe caſie, 1904) © 59 
Sowe find that for matter af diuifiov, toreduce millions of Mal- 
uadiesin Spaine into Ducats:without much diuifionby 4375 Malua- 


: dies tor the Ducar ;and then the ſhillings and pence of ducats made 


in billsof:Exchatges/Take part of the ſumme, and the ouerplusif 


- any be,pur it dowae for ſhillings and pence, then(in like manner)take 


- of that'ſumme, and againe - of that ſumme, and laſtly ; of thar 
- ſumme, being 3'deriued from 7 ; and you haue your ducats, 
ſbillings,and pence of ducats inY##ratto.as the Italian ſaith ; 
inlike manner dinjde by all the numbers containedin 
|,the table of multiplication, for 42 take + and 
>, for 63 take; and ; part, and ſo of all 
the other ſummes, for {1x times 
 ſeuenis fortie and 

two, 
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Of Vſurious Contratts. 


N ced not to make double inculcation againſt Vſury, 

for the Ciuillians haue beene ſo preciſe in the de- 
ſcriptionof Vſurious Contracts, which Doctor Þ/4/- DoforWilſex 
ſon hath noted, that ir is hard for any Merchant to o—_— 
M14 eſcape the con{ure of being an Vlurer,albeit not in 

— = danger of the ſtatute;which is verie neceſſarie for all 
Merchants to take notice of. But he concludeth, That where there Ne 
is nolending,there can be no Vluric : wherein he maketh adiſtinQi- diog- 
on betweene Mutuwm, Locatio, and Commodatum,declaring Mutuum to 

be where my goods are made thine; Zocatio,where a thing is put forth 

orletten to hire,the properrtie ſtill remaining in the owner, who bea- 

reth the aduenture thereof, and Commodatum, to be a letting or len- 

ding without alteration of the propertie alſo, but free without any 

gainc at all, where for hiring a gaine is taken : and ſo he maketh a 
deſcription of Vſurors,if they dealein.manner following. 

If any commoditic be ſold vntoany man,who buyeththe ſame by 

meanes of a broker, or otherwiſe, to make a ſhift, and to ſel the ſame 
inſtantly to make money of, to ſupplie his occaſions, loſing thereby, 
(as he muſt of neceſſitie) the ſeller of this commoditie is an Vſurer. 
In this caſe, if itbe proued that the ſaid ſeller doth buy,or cauſeth 
the ſaid commodities tobe bought againe directly or indireQly, the 
ſtatuteagainſt Vſurie will take hold of him,and that verie juſtly, 

Ido borrow of a man one hundreth pounds for three moneths, 
promiſing to giue his wife a ſatig gowne, or an ambling gelding, 
hereupon he forbeareth his money for many moneths more without 
intereſt, it is Vſurie, 

I do bind my land (worth twentie pounds by the yeare) toa man 
for one hundreth pounds in money for a yeare, and donor paſſe it b 
bargaine and ſale,if the creditor do take the reuenues and his princt- 
pall,itis Vſurie, | _ 

Beit that a man lendeth an hundreth pounds freely , and hopeth 
aſſurccly to haue ſome thankefull recompence at the yeares end,this 
is Mentalis Vſura. 

What if one lend money in hope to get an office, this is alſo 


Vſurie. 
Hh If 
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If onelend a man money for a certaine time, becauſe the ſame 
man ſhould ſpeake a good word for him, or do him a certaine plea- 
ſure, it isa ruled caſe that for ſo much asa couenant is paſt, it is 
vſurie. , 

I dolend you one hundreth pounds that you ſhall do as much for 
me when I ſhall demand ir of you, this is vſurie, becauſe a contra is 
ſimplie made without any addition of rimeappointed, whereas if he 
had asked ſo much at the yeares<nd, then it had beene no vſurie but 
permutation,when one good turne is donefor another, and the time 
knownecertaine. 

A lord doth lend his tenants money, with this condition, That they 
ſhall plough his land,if he do not pay them for their labour but with 
the vſe,it 1s vſuric. 

I would borrow, and one {elleth me wares for more than they be 
worth by the halfe,the ſeller is an vſurer. 

I doe ſell commodities,yntoa man for ſix moneths at a reaſonable 
price,and afterwards he payeth me in readie money , dedudting the 
intereſt for the time after the rate of ten in the hundreth , this is 


_ Vlurie. 


Vlura Palliata. 
VſuraExplicata 


The father-in-law do lend his ſonne a ſum of Money,and takethin 
pawne the poſſeſſionsof the dower,and conuerterh the fruitsthereof 
to himſelfe for the lone of Money, this father-in-law is an vſurer, 

He that buyeth before hand Corne, Wine,or Oyle ſo good cheape 
as heis ſurenotto bealoſer buta gainer at the time of the Harneſt, 
the ſame man is an vſurer, 

I dolend one hundreth pounds to my friend forten yeres freely, 
not to pay any pennie gaine all that time, if either of vs do die : but 
if we both live together till that time, then he to pay me aftertweluec 
pound in the hundreth for ten yeares paſt ; the law ſaicth, that the 
perill which may happen doth not excuſe me from finne, but I am an 
viurer, for the time 1s not proper. 

A Merchant lendeth to a Corporation or Companie an hundreth 
pounds, which corporation had a grant by ſtature, that whoſoeuer 
lendeth ſucha ſumme of money, and hath achild of one yeare, ſhall 
haue for his child(if it do live fifteene yeares of age) 500 ® of mo- 
ney : but if the child die before that time, the father to loſe his prin- 
cipall for euer. The law ſaieth,If T lend purpoſely for gaine,notwith- 
ſtanding the pcrill, I am an vſurer. | 

I knowe an honeſt attificer oweth to a draper fortie pounds to be 
payed at fix moneths,I come tothe draper and ſhew him, if he will 


take thirtic pound inhand, I will pay ſo much for the artificer, if he 


will turne the debt ouer vnto me ; herein Taman vſurer in ſecking to 
anticipate the payment. 

One buyeth a pay of three orfoure hundreth pounds,deliuering fit- 
tcen ſhillings for every twentie ſhillings,here is a cloaked lending vn- 
der the colour of buying, and therefore vſurie called Palliata,torhe 
did hope for gaine. | 
I do 


# 
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'* I doebuya mans Bill of one hundreth pounds duc three moneths 
hence, and giue ynto him in preſent money 95 ® ; here,although a 
bargaine and fale ſeeme in ſhew, yet it is a lending, and therefore 
Vlurie. 

I doe bargaine with ſome to haue ſo many Oxen and Kine with- 
in foure moneths,to haue them better cheape paying the money be- 
fore hand ; this is Vſurie if the parties had nor Oxen or Kine at the 
Time. | | | 

I doe buy certaine Geldings, to have them delivered at a cer- 


'. taine Faire,for leſſe than they were worth , I am therein a Vſurer, 


if I bee ſure that they will be more worth at thetime of the- de- 
liuerie. | 

I doe deliver old Wheat to receiue new ; if I doe deliver 
the ſame for gaine , and afſure my ſelfe of benefit , I am an 
Vſurer. 

I doe feare the fall of money, and therefore doe deliuer my mo- 
ney to another man, to haue as muchat ſixe moneths after, according 
as the money was then currant when T paied it, this is Vſurie , 

I ſeeke an office, which I cannot haue except I doe pay a certaine 
ſumme of money ; to auoid this paiment, I doe lend for two, -three, 
or foure yeares,agroſſe ſumme., becauſe I will not pay the ſaid mo- 
ney, inſodoing is Vſurie. | | 

I doe pawne an houſe with an orchard for certaine money , 
the creditor-hath the benefit of my ground and houſe , hee is an 
Vſurer. ' 3.901 | 

A Gentleman hath a Mannor ſtocked with thirtie milch kirie, and 
700 ſheepe, valued at .zo0 markes or thereabouts, as they are then 
to bebought and ſold ;this Mannor he would ler out with the ſtocke 
for tenne yeares, to receiue the old rentof his Mannor, and thirtic 
pounds yearcly beſidesfor his ſtocke and at the tenne-yeares end, 
either to haue at his owne choice his cattell of like goodneffe and va- 
lue as hee did let them our, orelſe-200 ® in money . Here there is 
firſt a lending, becauſe the Farmour hath propertie in the catrell,and 
may alter them as hee liſt for his beſt auaile, paying his yearely rerit 
' for them, and reſtoring ſo good cattell at the tenne yeares end as he 
before recciued. Againe, he muftan{werethe cattell at the ten yeares 
end, and pay rent yearely for tenne yeares ,although the catrell dic 
all the verie firſt yeare . Sothat this Gentleman ( ſeeking his cer- 

taine gaineand principall tobe ſafely returned ynto him) is an Vlurer 
colourably. | io} 30 13" 

Laſtly, to deliuer money by.exchange vpon Bills of Exchanges, 
intending any gaine thereby any manner of wayes, is Vſurie, and all 
the premiſles arc vſurious as, although many nor in danger of the 
Statute . | 

Nowdiuers Merchants and others will ſay , That then there is no 
dealings betweene man and man, and all Trafficke and Commerce is 
- ouerthroywue : Fot (ſay they ) here is nothing excepted,whereinany 

| Hh 2 man - 


man can deale, and all other Nations doe continually maintaine their 
Negotiation and Trafficke, by deliuering moneys at Intereſt and by 
Exchange, and will not bee ruled by our particular direction inthe 
courſe of Trafficke : hereupon let vs alſonote what lawfull contraQs 
are, before we conclude. 
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CHAP, XVI.' 
Of lawfull Bargaines and Contratts. 


NEE haue alreadic noted where a man may take 
Vt [© a benefit for his money two manner of wayes, 
'S/ fo. which is ex dawmnohabito, where he hath ſuſtained 
{23 2 loſſe, or ex lucro ceſſante, where his benefir or 
'< profit hath been taken _ or preuented forthe 
\>r;, wantof his money, which hee might haue be- 
- Tt FRV/ath <Þ ſtowed in ſome wares to furniſh his ſhop at con- 
uvenient time, and in both theſe the partie is not Actiue but Paſſue . 
I doe buy land of my friend for a certaine ſumme of money, and 
of like value to the land, with this condition, if he bring me the mo- 
ney againe at any time, he ſhall haue his land againe ; I being lawfull 
owner of this land by bargaine and fale , may ſafely inioy the fruits 
and rents of the ſame lands without any ſuſpition of Vſurie , 

Another commeth to me and would borrow a thouſand pound in 
Gold, and as much Plate for a ſhew to declare and ſet forth his 
wealth the moretothe world when itis ſeene in his ſhop; ia this caſe 
I may take Viurie. 

An Apothecarie lendeth to the Phyſician an humdreth pound by 
the yearc freely, becauſe he ſhall ſend his Bills of Receirs tohimand 
'tonone other, this isno Vitmie, 

Idoebuy Timber, Bricke, or Stone of a man to deliver the ſame 
at ſuch a place, at ſuch atime, andtopayhim forthe ſame, I doe bor- 
row ſo much ypon Vſurie, if the ſaid man doe not pertorme with 

me, indeliuering the ſaid Timber, Bricke or Stone, yet is hee bound 
ropay methat Vſarie truely . 

A Corporation taketh as hundreth pound of a man, to pay him 
eight in the hundreth during his life, this is no Vſurie, and ſo for 
all annuities during life, for the principall is neuer to bee xeſtored 


againe. 
A mightier man thanmy ſelfe, withholdeth through forcea por- 
tion 
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tion of land from me, I am loth to tric the law with him, becauſe hee 
hath the law in his hand ; and I offer to lend him five hundred pounds 
forayeare or two freely, ſo that I may haue mine owne without fur- 
ther trouble or vexarion : this is no Vſurie becauſe I receiue but 
mine owne quietly . . : 
Idoeborrow an hundreth pounds for a yeare, promiſing at the 
yeares end tolend another hundreth pound for it, for the ſame time; 
this is Permutation . 
I take the perill vpon mee of the carriage of a great maſſe of mo- 
ney; I may lawfully take portage money for my paines, and this isno 


Vlurie . 


L am ſuretie for one, and pay the debt, paying Vſurie for the ſame Ex. fide iuſvr 
money ; the principall debtor for whom I was bound, is bound to ©**©? 


pay vnto me the Vſurie, and the payment vntome is no Vſurie, for I 
recciue but mine owne ., 
A man by Teſtament granteth a Legacie, and willeth his ſonne to- 
ay the Legacie, and ſo much ( Nomine pens) for non paying it >the 
wſaith, The Teſtator may charge his Executors or heire vnder a 
penaltie to pay his Legacie, and the fdtne is no Vſurie : Burifthe Te- 
ſtator ſhould ſay thus ,; I will that:niy ſonne or Executor ſhall pay 
for euerie moneth that they are behind hand ſo much, and ſo from 
moneth to monethtill it be payed ; Fhisis Vſurie ſay the Lawyers, 
y— 99 the time is mentioned andrpeined ; wherein Baldws is ab- 
olute. 
The concluſion of all the premiſſes is moſt inthings Paſſiue ; and 
buying and ſelling is left onely betweene men with certaine cautions. 
Sayling thus dangerouſly betweene the two rockes of Sylla and 
Charibds , with the great tempeſt about Vſurie , looking that the 
bright and fortunate Starres of Caſtor and Pollux ſhould appeare to 
bring acalme in deteſtation of all Vſurie : Loean vniverſall and per- 
petuall Princely contratof Commerce is brought forth, grounded 
ypon Trafficke and Vſurie, yet with a religious care to preuent the 
biting Vſurie vpon the poore and honeſt houſholder, and tobeea 
meanes to maintaine peace through all the whole world in matter of 
Trafficke and Commerce : notwithſtanding the ſeuerall 
and particular quarrells and differences betweene 
Princes , which is verie conſidera- 
ble and admirable. 


Ig 


Hh 3 


Of the Vniuerſall and Perpetuall Princely Contraft 


of Commerce... . 


Ae HEparticulars of this Princely contract of Com- 
NW merce (being compiled by certaine Politicians 
78 dy of diuers Nations) was exhibited vnto the Kings. 
- moſt excellent Maieſtic, in the yeare 1608, by 
| a priuate Gentleman in the Dutch tongue, and 
D ) commanded tobee delivered: vnto mee to tran- 


ſlate the ſame into Engliſh ; but I found the ori- 
Sinalls tobe in Latine and Italian, and-partly in French, as it had been 
propounded in diuers countreys vnto other Princes which had ſub- 
ſcribed thereunto, intending to haue kept a copie of it ; bur on the 
ſudden being depriued thereof, I did inſtantly ſet downe the ſub- 
ſtance following of ir, to the admiration of the Gentleman,and con- 
rentment of ſome of (then ) my honourable friends. And: becauſe 
it isnot like that it ſhould come to any vniuerſall concluſion, I have 
thought conuenientto make the ſame publike, manifeſting thereby 
that Vſurie Politike is like to continue in all countreys : tothe end 
we may therefore preuent biting Vſurie vpon the poore, by the cha- 
ritable meanes of Pawne-houſes, or Mounts of Chariticas aforeſaid. 


Subſtance of the ſole, oninerſall and perpetuall Contra? of Commerce, 
or <onited ſocietie of Knight-hood to be made betweene all Princes, 
and one prinate perſon ; for the ſurer maintaining of Peace among it 

' Chriſtians, and increaſe of Trafficke_> and Trade— thorough all the 
world, grounded wpon jus gentium, by the _Ariicles following. * 


T HE contra& or couenant to'bee made with ſeuen qualities of 

perſons, Emperours, Kings, Princes, Arch-Dukes , Earles, 
Knights and Gentlemen, amongſt which ſome Merchants are com- 
priſed, in all not exceeding the number of one hundreth perſons, 
with the poore to bee reckoned for one, as being ſo many Stakes; 
wherein Seignories, Common-weales, Societics and Orders ſhall be 


accounted for one alſo. 
Euerie 
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Everic ſtake to be from fiue and rwentie thouſand crownes of fine 


ſhillings ſterling, vntill one hundreth thouſand crownes'a' ſtake; 
whereinEmperors and Kings may not exceed three huridretl-thou-. 


ſand crownes ; Dukes, Earles, and Comman-weales 'two hundreth 
thouſand crownes a perſon. | we | 

Noman to beaduaunced to this ſocietie but for his deſerts,or 
wealth,or for both, wherein but one of the kinred to ſucceed theta- 
ther,orthe neereſt of conſanguinitie by default of ſonnes. 

The perſons in euerie kingdome (befidesthe Prince) tobe two or 
three of the nobleſt or greateſt in gouernment,cucrie one a ſtake,and 
the Maſter of counting houſes for a ſtake ſeruing gratzs,orſome other 
Merchant: | 489655 424; 

Theſe houſes of Exchanges to be in all places of peace or ſecuri- 
tie, andall other places,as it were dangerous to be gouerned and ſer- 
ued by correſpondencies, which may be in number ſeuenor nine to 
oneſtake, and ſoaugment the ſtocke by their credit and meanes ac- 
cordingly , receiuing a proportionable gaine of the benefit procu- 
red by their imployment, without any other vſe or conſideration for 
their moneys. | 

The moneys deliuered to this ſocietie forthe ſtocke to remaine 
forcuer by way of donation, only the reuenue yerely from time to 
time tobe paied to theparties, their heires, ornext of the bloud, 
or to the lawfull aſſigne, or by default (afteratime)}ro the poore. 

The perſons aduanced by deſerts and without money broughtin, 
ſhall for their ſtake, or ſo much as is wanting (withinthetime limi- 
ted) allow teninthe hundreth,vntill the ſameis raiſed by the gaine, 
which is offered by foure or fiue yeares reuenueto bedone,or by de- 
duQtion of fix and one fourth part per annum. 

No man for any criminall offence ſhalliby way of forfeiture) loſe 
hisſtake,or forany miſdemeanor hinder his poſteritie toenioy there- 
uenue thereof, but loſe his voice(wherein euerie man is equall. )And 
moreouer, for ſo much as the ſocietie may be hindered thereby, de- 
falcation (by ſuſpence of paiment) ſhall be made, vntill reparation 
made thereof vnto the ſaid ſocietie at their pleaſure. 

No Executor, Adminiſtrator, Surueyor, Curator, or other per- 
ſons or ailignsare tomeddle with thepremiſſes : but for want of iſſue 
or ob inteſtato falling vpon children vnder yeares,or women, to take 
the accounts and reuenues according tothe rate of others, withour 
any other account to be made. | 

All controuerſies ariſing betweenethem of the ſocietie for matter 
of trathicke, to be decided by the Maſter of Counting Houſes, with 
their Counſell of Aſſiſtance tobee appointed vnto them, without 
_ appellation or remoue to any other court or iuriſdiftion what- 

ocuer, | 

The preſervation and aſſurance of the ſtocke and credit, is by the 
authoritie and confirmation af Princes and Common-weales ,; who 


(notwithſtanding particular differences ) are generally inclined to 
maintaine 
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maintaine trafficke, as the Soule of their wealth andeſtates, {6 that 
the ſaid authoritie(becauſeof the proteRion thereof , by the law of 
nations) ſhall be corroborated for the defence thereof, by their aſſo- 


ciation vadertheir hands and ſeales, in vnitie of couenant(with one 


priuate perſon of the qualitic hereafter declared) in feuen tongues, 
whereof ecuerie prince in his owne language for ſubſcription is once 
to haue precedencie,and afterthat without any ceremoniall or poli« 
ticke obſeruation to be vſed indifferently. | 

To which end,the ſaid Princes and Potentates are to renounce all 
lawes,priuiledges, exceptions,or immunities,of what high nature or 
dignitie ſocuer to the contrarie,and to make approbation of this con- 
tra&, by their Parlements, or higheſt Court of iurifdiction, inthe 
beſt manner that can be deuiſed. 

Eueric perſon of this ſocietie to be freeand exempted of all Impv- 
ſitions, Taxes,Cuſtomes, Subſidies, lending of moneys any maner of 
waies,or any charges ; as alſo maſters of the counting houſes,which 
ſhall not be permitted to exerciſe any trafficke or trade particular,bur 
muſt wholy employ themſelues to this buſineſſe, with ſuch allow- 
anceand order as is preſcribed vnto them. 

All worldly things being ſubie& to mutabilitie , cuen the great- 
neſſe andſuperioritie of Princes, which may happen to be depoſed 
for a time, and afterwards to be reſtoredagaine , It is provided, that 
of the gaines of the three parts allotted vnto them for three ſtakes 
in this couenant, the two ſhall remaine tothe Crowne,and the third 
to the Prince,vntill he be reſtored againe or dead , which is onely to 
take ow in all hereditarie kingdomes. 

The ſaid ſocietie therefore not to purchaſe any land for the gene- 
ralitie,to a Princes eſtates, but onely for their particular , as 
occaſion ſerueth. | 

Modells or Medaliato be worne by the ſaid hundreth perſons of 
the ſocietie,and the Maſters of counting houſes,onely with emenda- 
tion and augmentation of theirarmes, and by their ſucceſſors , ypon 
true regiſterand acknowledgement to be made and kept thereof. The 
ſaid Modells to containe on the one fide, the world concatenated to- 
gether vnder a Crowne Imperiall , aſſiſted with the perſonages of 
P tie, Honour, and Mertie, enuironed round about withtwo inclo- 
ſed hands and armes of Faihand Credit, and on the other ſide the like 
with a Crofſeand Inſcription, He doth crowne his owne workes in ws, All 
which perſons ſhall be made noble Knights of this order according- 
ly,with certaine other additions, as ſhall be thought conuenient, As 
by Faith and Credit it ſhall ſubſiſt, or the like. 

The aforeſaid ſtocke and credit to be emploied by the ſaid Maſters 
of counting houſes, and aſſiſtants in fiue ſeveral! matters, by Ex- 
change, Banke, Mount of Charitie, Men/a argentaria, and Houſes of 
Vendition without any aduenture or lofſe, according to an inſtruQi- 
on, ſhewing the benefit and commodiouſhneſſe which will ariſe there- 

by yntoall eſtates, for the preſeruationand augmentationof Honour 
| and 
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and Wealth of the rich, reliefe of the poore, and welfare of the 
commons in generall,hauing ſome gratuities beſtowed ypon them. 

The private perſon(with whomall the aforeſaid partiesare to co= 
uenant)istobe generall Maſter of all the counting houſes,and onely 
to keepe agenerall booke of account, withour any adminiſtration of 
the ſtocke, or to meddle in any trade of merchandiſe, butto haue 
the honour of knighthood , with a large allowance of charges, ex- 
pences had and to be had forto enterraine all the parties and correſ- 
pondencies which might reſort tothe places of his habitation : to 
which purpoſe he muſt be prouided of aſtately houſe, with all con- 
uenient things necefſaric, and many ſervants, meſſengers, and poſts, 
with the gaines of one hundreth thouſand crownes, that he doth fur- 
niſh by many gllowances and other meanes,to the ſatisfaion of all 
the parties,according to a particularagreement, wherein the vnited 
Low Prouincesare named the chiefe place or Rendewows of this ne- 
ootiation or intended contrat, whercunto diuers countries hauc 
condeſcended. | 

The authors of this proie&(vnder the ſaid private name) do de- 
fire for the aduancement hereof permiſſion to execute the ſame,ſaf- 
garde,robe proceed from alliniuries, and to repaire all dammages 
which might be done vntorhem in hoſtile ar peaceable manner,free- 
dome of all taxes, and afſurance for their perſons and goods acror- 
ding to an inſtrution. | 

To which end the Maſtergenerall of the ſaid counting houles (if 
breach be made by any one of the parties in any article of this co- 
uenant) is to receine the complaint, and to conſult with his counſell 
of aſſiſtance,and ſorogiue notice thereof vnto the nextneighbour, 
Prince,or State of this ſacietic, ro ſee rhe ſame redrefſled or amen- 
ded. If that Prince do denie to be ayding,or be forgerfull therein,he 
ſhall beacceſſarie, and iudged as guiltieas the firſt offendor, where- 
as onthe comrarie, the forfeiture of the rewenues of this firſt offen- 
dor for the time ſhall be his. And che fociery may remoue their coun- 
ting houſes, orchange them inco-corre{pondencies, if other Princgs 
and States ſhould alfo proue tobe negligent , and ( without reſpect 
hadrorheirpriuate gaine)abandonſogoodanattion,] theirtitle 
or renenveviolating the law of nations, wherewith (no doube) maſt 
Princes ſhall find chemſelues agreeued , and rheſc Princes or perſons 
tran{oreſſors will find the worſe,and endangertheir eſtares, to their 
great diſhonour through all the world , and difturbance of other 
neighbour Princes. | & 

Fortheberteraduancementhereof, thereis a place reſetued fot 
reward 'of two-vnknowne perſons, which by their induftrie, labour, 
=_ ſcience ſhall be rhought worthye thereof, onebearingthe name 

it. : | 

This princely contra requireth a ſerious conſideration . The 
Stocke or Capirall is 2+ Millions, or 2 500 thouſand pounds Rer- 
| ling,orten millions Flemiſh, whick{(increafedbymnethundreth cor- 

| reſpondencies) 
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reſpondencies)will make the ſtocke to be twenty and fiue millions,ot 
one hundreth millions Flemiſh. It being verie probable that through 
all the world there lyeth ſo much money dead without any vſe or 
employment . The calculation of tenne vpon the hundreth by the 
yeare,doubleth yearely ; ſo that he who by gift employeth one hun- 
dreth pounds,is to haue forit one hundreth pounds yearely for ever: 
and this is ſuppoſed to be gotten by fiue ſeucrall means,wis. by Cam- 
bium, Banke, Mons Pictatis, Menſa Argentaria, and Domus Commulationss, 
whereof you may find the particulars in this Booke. The proceeding 
of this matter of great conſequence hath becne —— by Mox- 
fienr Olden Barnexelt lately executed at the Hague in Holland, thefe- 
quell hereof time will diſcouer, and we may ſay with the Poet, 


o 


Quid now mortalis Petiora cormnt (ye. 


% 
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Cnare, XVIII 
Of Moneys delivered -opon Lines, Annuities,and Penfions. 


Þ Auing intreated of Moneys delivered at intereſt 
without caſualtic,and ſotermed Vurie by rea- 
ſon of the contra of benefit without aduen- 
ture :- itis conyenient tohandle of Moneysde- 
livered vpon Liues', when Merchants dq giue 
> twelue vpon the hundreth without pawne, cal- 
| led beyond the ſeas after the pennie 8 : the 
| ” moitic whereof with pawne is fix vpon the hun- 
 dreth, ordouble eight , according to the pennie 16, as aforeſaid, 
The pennie 8 is 12 5, foreight times 12 + maketh one hundreth : 
ſothe pennic 16 whichis vſcd for rents vpon houſes or lands is 6 ;, 
according to which pennie.8 vpon one hfe or double for one yeare 
(fo they all liue)is equal vpon eight lives. This is much vſed indiuers 
-_ beyond the ſeas, to draw moneys into their hands. As for ex- 
ample. | 
One hundreth pounds is delivered to haue two hundreth pounds 


for it at the yeares end vpon cight liues, if they all liuc, you haue 
two 


\ 
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twohundreth pounds to buy a perpetuall rent 5 or ſometimes as it 
hath beene, ro giue twentie per 190 forthe yeare,and ſofrom yeare 
to yeare, and dying the principall is theirs: OT 

One humdreth pounds for eight liyes (by equalitie decreaſing. the 
pennie $)is 12 ® 10 F, fortwo lines, --1.® 2 F, for three lines 
10 &®, for fourelives 9 ® 1 {9 pence,is 6 ® 5 { foreight lives. 

The Citie of Amſterdam was wont to giue good conſideration, 
and did obſerue this order vpon a hundreth Guelders for eight 


lives gaue——— — I6—1 3-—4. Obſeruations 
Of nineliues— Wa ——— 0 REES 
Vpon tenne liues they gate——- -— ——22—4—5 lives. 
Vponeleuen liues ————— — 4 
Vpon twelue lives —————————— —23—6—-8 
Vpon ſeuen lives ——————————— 14—6—4 


Vpon f1x liues YES —— 


Here youare to remember the obſeruations of Aſſurors, whether 
the perſons be young or old, ſober in their dietand behauiour,much 
. . hk ail” 4 . 
travelling abroad orſtayingat home,ſubie@to ſicktneſle,and the like 
conſiderations. "A Rents v 
« Hy | pon 
Moneys deliuered vpon annuities for rents, ſeeme more reaſona- houles. 
ble than penſions vpon liues, becauſe you beare onely the aduenture 
of the decay of houſes or deſtruction 6f them in time of warre , and 
much more ſhould bee giuen without pawne, than with pawne or 
morgage. OED 
It is commodious for a man, hauing waſt grounds and intending 
to build ypon them, to take much money vpon rent after 6 ; pro cent. 
which many Cities giue continually to increaſe their wealth and in- 
habitants. And becauſe the valuation of their money doth often al- 
ter and is inhaunced, whereby all thirfts become dearer, the parties ,,.. 
. p RO "i payed 
are aduiſed to haue their rents paied in fecie, in Crownes , Dollers, in pecie. 
Ducats to bee paied as formerly they were currant ; the * 
dangers in times of warres cauſeth rents to de- 
creaſe, for the ancient rent is alwayes firſt 
to bee paied, although all 
others bee loſers. 


* * 
i 


— 
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Scotland. 
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XIX. 


Of the Denomination and Diuifion of Moneys of 
je divers Countreys . 


CHAP, 


$ HE Denomination, Diuiſion, and Subdiuiſioh of 

naw the moneys of all Countreys, is moſt neceſfarie 

Ze for Merchants and all others to be knowne, be- 

A cauſe without it , they ſayle in the courſe of 

In > Trafficke without Compaſle, abandoned at all 

| 1J vncertainties and dangers to haue true equalitie 

| By and equitie obſcrued in their buyings and ſel. 

lings, and that more eſpecially if the courſe of exchanges be neglee« 

wn $- ſhall be declared hereafter . 

Some of theſe moneys are imaginarie, and ſome are ſubſtantiall or reall in 


ſpecie, and yet wot concurring in price or value . 


JN England concerning Siluer coynes, there is the Crowne of fiue 

ſhillings,and the halfe Crowne of two ſhillings ſixe pence, the ſhil- 
ling, the fixe pence, the fourepence or groat, the three pence, two 
pence,three halfe pence,the pennic and halfe pennic of ſterling Sil- 
uer,and the farthing of Copper. 

The ordinarie Golden coynesare the vnite peeces of 22 ſhillings, 
the halfe of cleuen ſhillings,and the crownes or quatters of fiue ſhil- 
lings ſixe pence, and the ; or two ſhillings nine pence, and the 
flue peeces coyney at foure ſhillings, making twentie two ſhillings, 
with the Roſe and the Thiſtle. 

The Laureat King James, of twentic two carrats fine of twentie 
ſhillings, and the halfe peece. 

In Scotland is the Croſſe Dagger peece of eleuen ſhillings,and the 
halfe of it,and their Rider of ren ſhillings fix pence,and for their Sil- 
uer coyne the Marke pecee yaluedat 13 pence + in England,and the 
halfe of the ſame, as alſo {ix ſmall peeces of aboue twopence for the 
ſaid Marke. 

In Ireland where no Mint hath beeneſince King Edwardthe fourth 
of England, the fiftcene ſhilling ſterling, make twentie ſhillings Iriſh, 
andtheSiluer Harpe of nine pence — is there currant fortwelue 


pence, and the moitie thereof accordingly, and the aboucſaid Gold | 


$ 
h coynes 
7 
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coynesare currant as in England, or in ſterling reduced intotheir 
Iriſh maneys one third part more : ſo that the twentie ſhillings peece 
of Laurear King 7ames, is there foure Nobles, and all other diuiſions 
of itaccordingly . So the Engliſh ſhilling is ſixteenepenceTriſh, and 
the parts of it accordingly . All other old Iriſh coyne is out of vſe, 
and little quantitie to be found of it. 


In Germanie they make all their moneys by the account of Bat- Germanic! 


ſen, euerie Batts foure Creutzers, coyning pecces of three, ſixe, and 
twelue Creutzers.Sothe Ducatot Hungarie maketh 27 Batſes, the 
Gold guelder eighteene Barſes ; the Poliſh guelder or doller fifteene 
Batſes, Teaſtons fiue Batſes. The ſaid Gold guelder.was valued Anno 
1520 to beecurrant in Holland for twentie eight ſtiuers, whereby 
their corne is bought and ſold, which is erronious and imaginarie,be- 
cauſe there is no ſuch peece in fpecte . So was the doller and the Sil- 
uer guelder, called Gros or Vnciales, weighing an ounce. 

The ancient Romans called an ouncea guelder,and the eight oun- 
ces made one mark,and 1 > ounces or guelders were reckoned for one 
pound ; and there were coyned pecces called Nummi Dragmi,alias, 
Groſleyn, is the cight part of a doller,Angelicies wasthe ; of adol- 
ler, making three Batſes or twelue Creutzers, called Schriekenbor- 
gers. The ſaid Angelici were Tribnte penies, which being allayd and 
made worſe,did obtaine the name of Bats, as it were ſceking of a be- 
nefit, which ſince have bin more imbaſed, and therefore deſerue that 
name of Batſes: they are called in Thuringia, Gu{zelmi.and in Bohemia 
Bohemici,in regard of the ſaid tribute, whereof they haue alſo x 2 pee- 
ccs diuidedly for 1 2 pence, which pennie 1s all Germante ouer two 
Hellers by way of accqunt. The doller was firſt made vpon fixtieand 
five Creutzers, which( in thoſe coynes ſoimbaſed ) are anſwered b 
72 Creutzers : And inorhc: cities of Germanie they reckon as fol- 
lowethvpon divers coynes,.5ne made,and ſome imaginarie. 

Ar Auguſta they haue {inall moneys, Grofles of three Bat/es, Lion 
peeces, whereof two make a Creutzer ; the Blackepennie foure to 
one Creutzer, Snabourgh, Blaphart. or Bohomicos of three and 3 ; 
Creutzers ; the Ryckesdoller 1s thirtie Albes of eight pence cuerie 
Albe, or ſeuentie and two Creutzers forthe ſaid doller. 

At Frankford they divide their Florens of fixtie Creutzers, by 
twentie ſhillings, and eucrie ſhilling in twelue Hellers , according tg. 
the pound. 


At Norenbourgh in like manner, and the Creutzer is foure pence, - yj,,oyþg: 


euerie pennic two Hellers, and five pence called a Fynfer or hue ,, 


AtStrasborongh they vſe Blapharts,Groſſes, Bohemicos of three 5,,4,h,. 


Creutzers,cucrie Blaphart ſix pence of two Hellers or foure Ortlyn. 

Ar Bohemia, as in Germanie; atid the Bohemici,are whitgrofle of 
three Creutzers , the Doller is twentie foure Bohemicos, of twclue 
Angſter, eucrie Bohcmico ten pence, and one Marke is fortie Bohe- 


micos, and Scoc, is fixtic Bohemicos. . | 
T 1 | At 
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Vienna. 
Trioll. 
Hungarie. | 
Collotone. 


Hambo- 


rough. 


Pomerania 


_ Danſiche, 


At Viennathe Ryckes Doller is cighr ſhillings, and the Ducat 
twelue ſhillings. : | 

At Trioll the Dollerat ſeuentic two Creutzers, of fiue Fynfers or 
Hellers the Creutzer. 

In Hungarie the ſaid Ryckes Doller is ſeuen ſhillings ſeuen pence, 
now inhanced tocight ſhillings. 

At Colloigne and Cleues , a guelder is 24 whitpennie, of 
twelue Morkens,andeuerie whitpennie is two ſhillings or ſtivers,and 


the Italian ſpeech , Star dal Credere, grounded vpon that maximeof 


foure marke for the guelder. 

Ar Hamborough the Doller coyned at thirtie and one ſhillings 
Lups,and for many yeares currant for thirtie and three, 1s inhanced 
now to fiftie and foure ſhillings of three whitpennie, and euerie ſhil- 
ling is twelue pence, of two Hellers euerie pennie. 

In Pomerania the ſaid Doller is thirtie and two ſhillings, of two 
Snudens, one marke Snudens is eight ſhillings Lups, andthe two 
markes Snudsare one marke Lups. | 

- Ar Danſicke the Doller thirtie and five Groſſe of three ſhillings, 
andin otherplaces as you may find ypon the moneys denominated 
hereafter, in the Chapter of the Imaginarie Moneys of Exchanges, 
for Merchants further direQions. | 


Of Merchants Accounts kept by Debitor 
and Creditor. 


Sz} H E manner of keeping accounts by Debitor and 

—_— [ Creditor, was firſt deuiſed in Italy vpon verie good 
& conſiderations. There is great affinitie berweene 
B24. Faith, Truſt, and Confidence, in Diuinitie Truſt 
and Confidence are two handmaides vnto Faith, 
| euen as Faith is the hand whereby wee appre- 
hend Gods mercies , to repoſe our truſtin him, and to bee confident 
thereof, But in Humane ations the word Truſt is more proper, 
which implieth a credit or beliefe which wee giue or repoſe vpon 
others, or others do attribute and giue vnto vs. Hence proceedeth 


[v 
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\ 
-—\y 
li) 4 


the 


Lex Mercatoria. 


the Ciuile Law, Omns homo bonus , donec contrarium probetur , where- 
vpon a man negotiating in this world muſt truſt and bee truſted : he 
that is truſted with any goods, moneys, or orher mooucable things, 
is therefore called a Debiror or Debtor vnto the partie that doth 
truſt him therewith, and he calleth thar partie his Creditor, becauſe 
hee gaue him credit for the ſame; whereby Debiror and Creditor 
concurreth berweene partic and partie . Suppolenow, thata young 
man being of age ro manage his owne, is defirous to deale in the 
world in trafficke and trade by buying and ſclling of commodities, 
orto let out his money at vſc, or by exchange, for other countreys 
(vnto whichthree actions wee ſtill obſerue our method, as being the 
Eſſentiall parts of Trafficke, as often hath beene declared : ) and 
thereupon he endeuoureth to keepe a true account of all his procee- 
dings and negotiation , by way of this manner of account by D&hi- 
tor and Creditor,thar is to ſay , to haue ſtill a Creditor vntoa Debi- 
cor, and a Debitor vntoa Creditor, which muſt reciprocally anſwere 
each other. Now conſidering of his meancs for the effeing here- 
of, he findeth that he hath one hundreth Clothes, rwo hundreth 
Kerfies, or any other commodities left him by h»s father or friends, 
and moreouer ſome thouſand pounds in readie money, and fiue hun- 
dreth pounds in debts owing by ſeuerail perſons , payable at ſome 
timeto come, beſides ſome hundreth pounds yearely in Lands or 
Leaſes : out of all theſe he maketh a Stocke or Capitall, which he 


doth enter into a Booke called a Iournall, becauſe it containeth his Alournal 
daily ations from time to time ; and from this Booke they are tranſ- © 
ferred or ſet ouer into another bigger Booke, called a Licdger, be- ALcidger 


cauſethe ſame remaineth ( as lying ) accordingly in a place for thar 
purpoſe. | 

The Spaniard doth call rhis Booke El Zibro grande, and the Tour- 
| nall he calleth Mannzall, being of a farre leſſer volume, commonly 
but one third part of the other, being manuable, and vntothis th 


keepe a Borrador or Memorial,wherein all things are firſt entred,and AMemoriall 
may vpon occaſion be blotted altered,or (by error)be miſcaſt, or not 9% 


well entred. | 
Burt inthe Iournall and Leidger Booke,there may not beany alte- 
ration of cyphers, blotring(nor places left in blanke in the Tournall) 
but one parcell without intermiſhon muſt follow another, otherwiſe 
the bookes are of nocredit in law, or before any Magiſtrat ; whereas 
otherwiſe much credit is giuento bookes well and.orderly kepr, 
for the deciding and determination of many controue:fies which 
happen berween Merchants and Merchants, and their Faors,which 
isthe cauſe that I could not omit to write thereof, asa branch of the 
Law-Merchant, to the end that ſuch Iudges, and others thatare vn- 
acquainted with the manner of it,may be enlightned in their procee- 
dines,which(in mattersof thisnature) may come before them to be 

determined. | 
Ord 1:Ti” 2 1./\..» The 
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The manner how he doth enter them in the Tournall is as followeth, 


Hercin obſerue, that cueric Debitor muſt haue a Creditor,and 
ſoon the contrarie eueric Creditor his Debitor, and alwaies 
the left ſide of your Leidger Booke being open is the Debirors fide, 
and the right fide of the {aid booke towards your right hand is the 
How parcells Creditors fide, whercin you entcr cuerie Account by it ſclfe from 
are ound 2 the parcells of your Tournall, which parcells (in the ſaid Leidger 
the 1 eidger pa - \ : £ 

andIournall. Booke) are found in the Tournall by the dare of it when ir was made. 
Burt in the Tournall, the Leaues or Foho of the Leidger are noted 
ouer a line in the Margine for the Debitor , and vnder the ſaid line 

for the Creditor : and ſo in the Leidger booke euerie parcell hath in 

the latter end a dirc&ion to the Foko or Carts, as the Italians call ir, 

whercby the Debitor ſheweth his Creditor, and the Creditor ma- 

keth relation to his Debitor ; which words are not vſed,bur vnder- 

ſtood by,Sucha one oweth,and,Sucha one is due to have : not only 

of perſons, but of things themſelues. As the great Merchants 

which buy and ſell many commodities for themfelues,or for others, 

they will arme an Account, which is the Spaniſh phraſe, 1r- 

*ar ons Cxents ; but in plaine Engliſh, rhey will keepe or frame 

Magezin. anAccountfor themſclues, and make their Ware-houſes or Maga- 
zin Debitor, becauſe. the Ware-houſe is truſted with the wares 

or commodities : others will make the commodities Debitor, and 
contallar. their owne Capitall or Stocke Creditor. In like manner ( becauſe 
their moneys are layed vp or locked in a cheſt , which they call 
cahorChel Caſh) they will therefore imagine this Caſhto be a perſon whom 
they haue truſted , and make the ſaid Caſh a Debitor for the mo- 

ney they put into it, and when they pay out that money, or any 

part thereof, they will make Caſh Crediror, and that partie ro 

whom it was payed ſhall bemade the Debitor, and if he do pay the 

ſame by your order toanother partic, he ſhall be made the Dcbitor, 

and fo the other is diſcharged and becommeth a Creditor ; and ſo 

from one roanother,vntill you come to recciue the money againe, 

 _ andthen Caſhis Debitoragaine : for you muſt ſtil haue acare to find 
Americitt . Debitorcohauc his Creditor, and that cueric Creditor may haue 
we, his Debitor. It ſcemeth that Wilkam Sommers ( being a Teſter to 
King Henrie the cight) had ſome infight in this manner of Ac- 

count : for when the King told him,thart he had delivered a good 

ſumme of money vnto a gentleman a follower of his, Somers an- 

fwered, That for doing ſo, hehad noted in his Booke , that the 

King was a foole, giuing his reaſon for ir, Becauſe the gentle- 

man would neuer returne backe againe, and that the King was co- 

fined : but: the King asked of Somers, What he would do, incaſe 

the gentleman did returne with the money * whereupon Sommers an- 

ſwered, Then I wil put him inmy booke tor a foole,and put you out, 

Sic nuge ſeria ducunt. | 

'Toreturneto our young Merchant, by this timehe hath yn an 
uen- 


—_— _—._ 
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Inuentorie of his eſtate, and cauſed his Clothes and Kerſies tobe ya- 
lued, and findeththat the hundreth clothes are worth ſome x 200 @ 
one with another, and his two hundreth Kerfies of Deuonſhire 
400 ®: hereupon entring the yere, moneth,and day inthe Iournall, 
he maketh Debitor and Creditor as aforeſaid. 

Magazin or Warchouſe oweth vnto Capitall or Stocke 1600 # The manner | 
forone hundreth white Clothes of the markes following,amounting L—_ 
to 1200 &, and for two hundreth Deuonſhire Kerſfies at 46 #® the dicer, | 
packe of twentie peeces,which of mine owneeſtate I find in this my 
warehouſe parcell of my patrimonie, amounting together in wares 
1600 @,and this ſumme is drawne out in themargine towards your 
right hand in the ſaid Tournall, 

Caſh owethvnto Capitall or Stocke ( you need not to ſay of me 
cA.B.) the ſumme of 1000 ®, for ſo much readie money which I 
find this day in Caſb, proceeding of 8&c. and this ſumme is likewiſe 
drawne out &c. 

B. M. Mercer oweth vato Capitall 3oo ®, which he owedby bill 
vnto my father deceaſed, payable in two payments, namely &c. 
ſumme 300 ®, 

XN.W. Merchant oweth vnto Capitall 200 ® for ſomuchowing 
by him vnto my father deceaſed, which is payablethe 2 5 of March 
next,by bond &c. : 

The Manor of Latham in Lancaſhire oweth vnto Capitall i 500 ®, Lands 
which was leftmy father by deſcent from &c. containing &c. of the 
yearely value of 66 ®,now inthe tenure,occupation,or poſleſſionof 
&c.1500 ®, 

The leaſe of thehqufe called the Golden Lyon ſcituatein Cheap- Fae 
fide in London,oweth vnto Capirall 200 ®,for ſo much I hauepaid 
ynto the companie of Mercers for a leaſe of the ſaid houſe for 21 
yeares,with a reſcruationof arentof 20 ® yearely,tobepayed euc- 
rie ſix moneths,now in the occupation of 4.8.Gold-ſmith, paying \ 
me {ixtie pounds yearcly rent for the ſame, I ſay coſt me two hun- > 
dreth pounds. | 

Plateand houſhold ſtuffe oweth vnto Capirall 2 50 @,for ſomuch Fd 
T haue bought, and find to be in moucables of plate, apparrell, and 
houſhold ſtuffe ſince my fathers deceaſe, wherewith I findall my 
eſtate to be worth 5000 ®,the particulars of which plate and moue- 
ables arc by Inuentorie tobe ſeene in my Booke of Remembrances 
or Memorial! , ſo for this parcell Idraw out 200 ®. 

Here you ſee that this young Merchant hath an eſtate of 5000 # 
tobegin the world withall, conſiſting of the aforcſaid ſeuen parcels. TRY 
Theſcſeuen parcels now are put ouer into the Liedger , which ſome Cn 
call poſted ouer, in ſo many ſeuerall Accounts of ſeuen Debitors, 
and thereis but one to be made Creditor for all theſe,which is Ca- 
pitall or Stocke , which doth anſwereby correſpondence all the fe- 
ven. Debitors in their proper accounts,zmounting all to the ſumme of 
5000 ® on the Debitors {idc,and ſo is here 5000 ® on the —y 
: It 3 1de 
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Ballancingof fide which doth ballancethe other,being ſo termed of a paire of bal- 

Ao lances, wherein equall weight being laid oneuerie fide, the ballance 
will be juſt andeuen; andin like manner muſtall accounts ( kept by 
Debitor & Creditor) be euen ballanced,whatſocuer the remainder of 
the accounts are, which falleth out by calculation vpon the account. 
But the maine ballance of the whole booke may not differ one pen- 
nie, and fraQtions of halte pence and farthings are not vſed in Iour- 
nall parcells,but accounted in the ſummaries at the firſt. 

This Merchantnow employeth his money and buyeth ſome other 
commodities to be ſent beyond the ſeas : namely, one hundreth pee- 
ces of Perpetuanoes,which coſt him readie money fifrie ſhillings the 
peecc ; more,twentie fother of Lead, at ten pound the fother , fiftie 
peeces of Baycs of divers ſorts, coſt him two hundreth and twentie 
pounds ; and twentie Redding mingled colour clothes, amounting in 

Entine of Allto $70 ®, which he paied in readic money . And all theſe com- 

g 97 © 087Yy - 
| ine modities hedoth enter into his Iournall in one parcell, making the 
ournal. ſaid Magazin Debitor for all,and his caſh Creditor, becauſe the ſaid 

For _—_— caſh was made Debitor for the mony of one thouſand pounds,as you 

pre _ ſee before, and now being madeeight hundreth and ſeuentic pounds 

paicdtorihem Creditor, there is but one hundreth and thirtie pounds more remai- 
ning in caſh, the reſt is in commodities. 

For money re» By this time B.M. the Mercer (who oweth three hundreth pounds) 

ccincd,and 2 payeth a hundreth pounds of ir, now Caſh is made Debitor torthar 

diſcharged.) ONC hundreth pounds, and B.M. is made Creditor forthe ſame ; ſo he 
oweth now but two hundreth pounds, and there is now in Caſh twa 
hundreth and thirtie pounds. 

Subftantiall The three exiſtant parcells by themſclue# fgr the Lands, Leaſe, 

wealth, and on Plate and Houſhold ſtuffe,remaine till in the bookes vn- 
touched. 

The Merchant beginnethto ſhip his commodities,and ſendeth his 
hundreth white clothes for Hamborough to a Factor , or his ſer- 
uant,and payeth the kings Cuſtome, andall charges concerning the 

. ſame : and now he framethanaccount of thoſe clothes,intituling the 
0058s mng ſame voyage to Hamborovugh, or clothes ſent tro Hamborough, do 
Hamborough, owe vnto the Magazin one thouſand and rwo hundreth pounds, for 
one hundreth white clothes ſent for my accountto ſuch amaninſuch 
ſhips &c, | 
Money paied Then he doth charge this account of clothes with the Cuſtome 
for Cuſtome and charges he paied ;—Clothes ſent to Hamborough do owe vnto 
"8% Caſh ſixtic pounds for Cuſtome and charges paied for the ſame, as 
in the Memoriall Booke appeareth. 
4 For Seuill in Spaine he ſendeth the hundreth peeces of Perpetu- 
Spante for anoes which he bought, and fiftie peeces of Bayes,and twentie fother 
of Lead,whichdid coſt him 670 ® , and the Charges,Cuſtome,and 
Impoſitions are fiftie pounds ## toro. 
Voyaee for * _ For Lixborne in Portugall he ſendeth two hundreth peeces of 


Portugal, Deuonſhire Kerfes,and twentic Redding clothes,which coſt him fix 
hundreth 


Magazin dif. 
likewiſe Caſh is made Creditor,hauing payed the Cuſtomes, Impoſi- camgn 


himſelfe to be aſſured of three hundreth pounds in euerie Ship, at Money forafe 
foure and fiue _ the hundreth, and payeth the ſame vntothe afſy- 


ſure, and all theſe parcells are entred into the Bookes. And B. Af. ME 
ucd. 


hundreth pounds he did owe , whereby rhe Merchant finding ſome Money delue- 
Ic a IATCTE 


The Merchants eſtate ſtandeth now thus, at Hamborough one Viewot a Mer- 
thouſand two hundreth and fixtie pounds, at Scuill ſeuen hundreth Pgetiare | 
thirtic and ſixe pounds, at Lixborne fixc hundreth fiftic and three * 
pounds , at intereſt foure hundreth and twentic pounds with the 
intereſt , and bur little money'in Caſh, becauſe of his daily ex- 

Ces, 
”""Suppaſh now that the Ships of the Companie of Merchant ad- Returneof 
uenturers are come from Hamborough, and our Merchants clothes '*9*8*: 
are ſold todiuers Merchants andothers there, tobce payed at ſixe 
and fixe moneths, for which they haue giuen their Bills obligatorie Money paicd 
to pay the ſame accordingly . Bur ſome of rheſe Merchants are deſt- >y wayotan: 
rousto pay their inoney by way of anticiparion, hauing intereſt al- "Fe 
lowed them for it, after the rate of cight in the hundreth for the 
yeare,and fo. pay readie money to our Merchants Faftor, and there- 
vpon the faid Factor maketh ouer by exchange foure — 
pounds 


R—_— 
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Mconcy made pounds ſterling by two Bills of exchanges to be paied here at vſance 
gory *- (which is two moneths after the date of the Bills ) by Merchants 
ſtrangers . Theſe Merchant ſtrangers doe accept the ſaid Bills of ex. 
changes, and you make them ſeuerally Debitors for the ſame, and* 
your _ of Hamborough Creditor for the {aid foure hundreth 
ounds. 
, Moreouer , your FaQor hath ſet ouer ſome of thoſe Merchants 
Billes of debt for forraine commodities, and hath taken in paiment 
mn ma two Caſes of Veluets, which did coſt eight hundreth pounds , 'and 
Seas. hee ſendeth them in theſe Ships, with an acconnt of the charges, cu- 
ſtomes, and faRoridge of the ſaid Veluets, amounting to fortie 
pound ; {o the Veluets coſt in all eight hundreth and fortie pounds: 
for this you make a new account for Veluets, or the returne of the 
Hamborough voyage Debitor and your Fator Creditor for the ſaid 
> ogy cight hundreth and fortie pounds,as aforclaid . And becauſe youare 
change, —TtOpay great Cuſtome and Impoſition of theſe veluets,and your Caſh 
is not well prouided ; you take vp by exchange here ſixtie pounds to 
be payedby your FaQtor at Hamborough, and deliuer your” Bill of 
exchange for it, and receiue the money ; now Caſh is made Debitor 
forthe ſame, and your Factor that is to pay the money is made Cre« 
ditor for it accordingly. 
Cloth fold be- This FaQtor doth now by land ſend vnto you the account of your 
yoname>*35, ;.undreth clothes ſold vnto diuers Merchants as aforeſaid, and this 
ſentofthem. account is made in Hamborough or Lups money , and it is ſuppoſed 
amongſt Merchants, that fix and twentie ſhillings and eight pence of 
their money, is correſpondent to our twentie ſhillings ſterling ; ac- 
Hamborough COrding to this you reduce your Hamborough money into ſterling 
moneyredu- Money after the rate, and your FaQtor in the ſaid account hath alrea- 
ling. die deductcd his fatorige,cuſtoms, and all charges incident vpon the 
clothes ſold by him : ſo that caſting your account ypon the nett Pro- 
uenu of your clothes, hee hath receiued cleere money one thouſand 
foure hundreth and cightie pound ſterling ; heereof now you doe 
make your Factor Debitor, andthe voyage for Hamborough Credi- | 
tor, and comming to your Lge Booke, you find the ſaid voyage 
Debitor one thouſand two hundrethand fixtic pounds, and now to 
be made Creditor onethouſand foure hundreth'and cightic pounds: 
ſoyou find here is two hundreth and twentie pounds cleare gaines 
by the account, vnleſſe you ſhould become a loſer in the veluets ; for 
the money deducted for intereſt to him that paied before his time, 
is alreadic deducted inthe account of clothes : ſo that to cleere this 
account of the voyage, you'make the ſame Debitor for the ſaid two 
hundreth and twentie pounds, and the account of profit and loſle 
Creditor for the ſame. 
You haue now ſold your two caſes of Veluets, the one for readie 
money, and the otherat fixe and fixe moneths dayes of paiment,to 
W.w.Mcrcer,amounting to fine hundreth and twentie pounds, whom 


you haue made Debitor for the ſame,and your velucts Credaor,and 
or 


— 
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for the other you haue made Caſh Debitor for foure hundreth ninetie 
pounds, which you haue receiued, and likewiſe your Velucrs Credi- 
tor for the ſame ſumme ; ſo in both, one thouſand and ren pounds: and 
caſting vp your charges , Cuſtomes , and Impoſitions of your Vel- 
uets, you find them ro amount vnto 80 ®, and for this ſumme you 
make Veluets Debitor, and Caſh Creditor : ſo your Velucrs did 
coſt with all the ſaid charges 920 ®, and they were ſold for 
1010 ®, ſorthereis go ® aduanced by theſaid Veluers, where- 
of tocleare this account, you make Veluer Debitor,and Profir and 
Lofſe Creditor, asaforeſaid . Hauing now money in Caſh , you 
make ouer 300 ® for Amfterdam by exchange , with condition 
and order to your Factor, That from timeto time as the mony grow- 
eth due, hee ſhall make it ouer againe by exchange vnrto you ar 
double Vſance,which is two ——— you made ir ouer vnto him: 
ſome now in this caſe wil armean account of exchanges; bur it is bet- 
ter to makethe factor of Amſterdam debitor for ir,and caſh creditor, 

Shipsare now arriued from Saint Lncar in Spaine, avd your Fac- 
tor of Seuill hath ſold your Perpetuanoes, Bayes , and Lead, and in Rewnefiom 
returne thereof hath ſent you a parccH of Tabacco, becauſe Cur- Paine 1+ 
cheneall was too deare, and rich Indicois heere too good cheape : 
withall hee hath ſent you the account of your commodities kepr in 
Royalls of Siluer, accounting fixe pence fora Royall of the cleere Accoumsof 
Proucnu, being 27240 Royalls, making ſterling 68x ®, where- ———_ 
of you make him Debiror, and the Voyage for Spaine Creditor, * * 
and when you come to your Leiger Booke, there ir appearcrhthar 
the ſaid goods did coft you 736 ®, and ſo there is loſt 55 ®, 
For this now to cleare the account of the ſaid goods, you make 
Profit and Loſle Debitor, and the ſaid Voyage Creditor to ballance Loſle vpon | 
this loſſe,contrarie ro the gaine, the Tabacco did coſt with all char- "i= >pain 
ges 24800 Royalls, which is 620 ® ; for this you makean account 
of Tabacco Debitor, and your Factor of Seuill Creditor, inthe ſame ReduRion of 
manner as you did your Veluers, putting thereunto the great Impoſt ys corey 
which you paied for the ſame,and all charges; and hauing ſotd your 
Tabacco for tenne ſhillings a ponnd one with another, you find to 
have made cleereaboue one thouſand pounds, be it 1010 ®, which 
coſt you in Spaine but 620 ®, ſo heere is 390 ® gotreng but you Gaineby Te- 
loſt' 5 5 ® by your wares ſent into-Spaine : well, this account is clea- 2*** 
red, Tabaccois made Debitor 396 ®, and 'Profir and Lofle Credi- 
tor for the ſame, and now youare well ſtored for money, forall is 
readie money, ſauing 300 ® atſtxe moneths . Hereupon you make 
- more money ouer by exchange for' Amſterdam,by feucrall Bills ro Money made 
your FaQtor,rothe ſum of 50c ®,andthereupan he is made Debiror, yoenbs oy, 
and Caſh Creditor tor the ſaid ſam, 1merim your ſaid Fatorof Am- 
ſterdam hath made ouer vnto you by exchange the former 300 & 
backe againe,for which you make htm Creditor,and the partic Debi- 
torthat isto pay you the money at double 'Vſance. 

The Ships of Lixborne are alſo artiucd:;, and bringin returne of 
your 
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your Kerſeys and Reading clothes, fortic cheſts of Sugar of the three 
ſorts, Pancla, Maſcawado,and Blanco,or white, with aduice that thecom- 
moditics are-ſoldat a reaſonable rate, for by the account it appea- 
Reduſtionef reth that thenetrt Prouenu of it commeth to 1204 thouſand $00 
CE. Reys,which make 301 2 ducats of ten Royalls,or 409 Reyes, is ſter- 
ling, ling 75 3 ®;ſothar there is aduanced by the account iuſt one hundreth 
pounds, which are carried to the account of Profit and Loſle, as in the 
former Accounts. The fortic cheſts of Sugars did coſt 550 ®, where. 
of the Fator of Lixborne is made Creditor, and the Account of Sy. 
gars Debitor, in like manner as aforeſaid, Mats, AMutandis,and the 
{aid Sugars were ſold paiableat fixe and fixe moneths, for 820 ®, ſo 
that the charges and cuſtomes deduQted, there was 190 ® gotten, 
which are likewiſe poſted to the Account of Profit and Lofle. 
Money which The 300 ® madeouer from Armſterdam,are now due to be paied 
our, returned here, and the Merchant doth offer youto pay them by anew Bill of 
by exchange exchange ; whereunto you agree,and heerevpon you make him Cre- 
*um , ditor, and your Fator of Amſterdam againe Debitor : and withall 
you make ouer by exchange other 200 # payableat double Vance; 
and for this you make him Debitoralſo, and Caſh Creditor. 

The yeare is now almoſt expired, and euerie prouident Merchant 
doth commonly make vp his Account, and draweth a ballance of his 
booke,and this Merchant findeth to haue receiued of his Mannor of 

Money recei- Larham,and leaſe of a houſe 106 ®,and forthis he charged his Caſh, 

uedot lands arid carrieth the ſame to Gaineand Lofſe,as he didall the former par- 

Expencesof Cells, Then hee doth caſt vp his expences of houſe keeping, which 

houſe keeping cometo 150 @ zand for this hee maketh Profit and -Loſle Debitor, 
and Caſh Creditor. 

The 400 ® made ouer from Hamborough arereceiued, and Caſh 
is Debitor for it, and the parties that payed the ſame, are made Cre- 
ditor, and diſcharged. Now by the Account of Profit and Loſle, 

| 1 range thereappeareth to be gotten 91 x ® cleare,all charges andexpences 
Profit & Lofſe, deduRQed : this is now carried vo Stocke, which 1s now 5911 ®, 
andLofic cat” Heereupon take all the remainders of the Accounts by Debitor and 
or ſtocke. 8 Creditor, which is the ballance of the Booke, and you ſhall find no- 
thing on the Creditorsſide,but the Capitall of 5911 ?,which is bal- 
lanced by the nine accounts following, and the three accounts for the 
lands, leaſes,and houſhold ſtuffe,amounting to 1900 ® vraltered; So 
Ballance of 1900 #forthe ſaid lands, leaſe, plate,and houſhold ſtuffe. | 
Books.” * 420 Owing by twoparcels at intereſt,by C.D.& N.W.Merchants. 
520 Owing for Vcluets fold to, &c, | 
300 Owing for Tabaccoſold ro,&c. 
820 Owing for Sugars ſold to,&c. 
1000 Owing by the Fatorof Amſterdam, &c. 
180 Owing by the Fator of Hamborough, &c. 
61 Owing by the FaQtor of Seuill, &c. 
203 Owing by the Factor of Lixbornc, &c. 
_ 507 Readic money in Caſh, 
5911%®, Thus 
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tall or Stocke nine hundreth and eleuen pounds, being now worth 


© Thusit appeareth, that this Merchant hath augmented his Capi- Lofeby the 
Account of 


5911 ®, Andif he had beene a loſer by the Account of profir and profirandlofle 


loſſe, then muſt he make his Capital! Debtor,and the faid Account 
Creditor , to ballance the matter , whereby his Stock would haue 
decreaſed. Now by theſe proceedings in buying and ſelling, recei- 
ning and paying , you may vnderſtand all other voyages for what 
places ſocuer , taking notice of the diuerfities of moneys, and cal- 
culations of Exchanges alreadie declared in our former Chapters ; 


hauing an eſpeciall care tokeepe an orderly Caſh Booke of all the Theimpor- 


moneys receiued and payed out ; which,as money is Publics Menſu- 
74, Oraright Iudge to ſctaprice vnto euerie thing , ſo may youby 
the meaſure thereof (truely entred in the Caſh Booke) find out ma- 
ny doubts, queſtions, and vncertaineties in Accounts . For the mo- 
neys being proceeding from the originalls of commodiries or ex- 
changes, and the perſons with whom you deale therein, giueth 
you light and direQion to diſcufſe theſe differencies , and therefore 
ft may well be compared to the meaſure of Hercules foot, whereby 


rance of 2 
Caſh Bookes,. 


the whole Symetricall proportion of all his bodie was found our. $,merical 
And manie Merchants Accounts are fo intricate, and ouergrowne proponion in 
with errors, as CArchymedes Tombg with thornes, when Cicero came Accounts. 


covilit ir. 

But now me thinkes I heare one ſay , You haue briefely ſhewed 
vsthe manner of Accounts by Debitor and Creditor, with the ap- 
plication of it to a Merchants negotiation for Commodities and 
Money, and alſo by delivering money by Exchange, and how Mo- 
ney is gotten by Commodities, andby letting the ſame at Intereſt; 
Burt I cannot vnderſtand how a Merchant getteth money by Ex- 
change of money by bills of Exchanges . 

Hereunto I anſwere, That it was omitted of purpoſe, becauſe it 
ſhould not obſcure the former demonſtration, otherwiſe the matter 
| Is of ſuch importance,that whoſocuer dealeth without conſideration 
of it,is like to a blind man groping in the dark, and yet may hit the 
cope. For (according tothe price of Exchange) all the commodities 
of the fealme whichare ekported,andall the forreine commodities 


imported,are ſold. 


Know ye therefore, that the benefit or profit of exchange isneuer p,,g; of ex- 
known directly ,but by the — thereof: to which end you may change known 


Comer 6: , that our Merchant 'did firſt make ouer three -handreth 
pounds by exchange for Amſterdam;,which were rechangedagaine ; 
and then he inadeo ouer five hundreth II. hundreth pounds, 
and two hundreth pounds,in all one thouſand pounds ; and now late- 


ly he hath made ouer one thouſand pounds more for the ſaid place 
of Amſterdar, all at double Vſance,to make the betrer benefit and 
leſſe charges. Theſe moneys are made ouer at ſeuerall places as 
followeth. 


; gon;T'” 


by the re» 
change. 


EN 
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Gaine by ex- 


— 


| —_ m_ 
exchange, 


#4 


300 ® are made over at thirtie fiue ſhillings Flemiſh # 


_ for the pound, is 525— 0—0 
500 ®P aremade ouer at thirtie foure ſhillings ten 
pence, is Flemiſh —— 87-163 


300 ® atthirtiefoure ſhillings fix pence, is—- 5179—10—9 
200® made ouer at thirtic foure ſhillings eight 


pence, is Flemiſh _ 346—1 3—4 
1000 ® at ſeuerall prices one with another, at thir- 
tie five ſhillings -— -1750— O—9 


So the 2300 ® ſterling paidat Amſterdam, is Flem. 40 0-6 


Theſe moneys haue beene made ouer, or returned againe by Ex. 
changeat ſeuerall prices, and the account cleered,as followeth, 


300 ® were made ouer from Amſterdam, at thirtie ® Ff. 4 
foure ſhillings two pence, i ——————; 12—lo—o 
500 ® weremade ouer at thirtie three ſhillings ſix | 
| pence for the pound ſterling— —$ 27—109=—0 
5oo ® at thirtie three ſhillings nine pence,paicd at 
Amſterdam for the pound —$43—15—0 
500 ® at thirtie three ſhillingseight pence in like 
manner, is —841—13—4 
The FaRor taketh for his ſallarie, and paied ro 
Brokers ——— — - 4-8 
. And maketh ouer 500® more,and gauethirtiethree . 
ſhillings ten-pence for the pound —————845—16—8 


Moreat the ime price of thirtie three ſhillings ten } 
ce,he made ouer the juſt remainder in 

is hands,being 107® 10 / 4d,andſen-> 107—10-—4 

deth a particular bill of Exchange of 63 # | 

Ix # for it ; } 


4010—0—0 


Here you may find diſtinguiſhed, that wheras you made ouer from - 
London the ſum of 2 30© ® ſterling you now receiue backe 2363 ® 
11 þ, whereby your profit is 63 ® 11 f, of this you make your 


. FaRtor Debitor, and the account of Profit and Loſſe Creditor, and 
. thelikeof other ſummes for otherplaces . 'The Spaniard-thexefore 


fr:meth an Account of generall exchanges for all places,called Cam+ 
bios generales, to keepean euenand iuſt Account with his Factor, ad- 
mittinga certaine rate betweene him and the ſaid Faors, according 
to which he raterh all the parcells of Account, be it for-commodi- 
ties boughr' or ſold , or moneys paied and raken vp againe by ex- 
change, which is themore labour,but more exactly done; otherwiſe 

it bringeth ſome alteration in Account,as for example. 
This Merchants FaRtor at Hamborough doth remaine Debitor 
ypon the Account one hundreth and eight pounds , which is _ 
ing 
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ding torwentie fix ſhillings eight pence for the pound ſterling. This 
money he maketh ouer by exchange, but he is faine togiuetwentie 
ſeuen ſhillings for the pound , which doth differ fourepence lups in 
the pound ſterling : ſo that for this difference you muſt makeanother 
parcell,charging theaccount of Profitand Loſle with this loſe, and 
making your FaQor Creditor tor it : whereas in the generall account 
of exchanges, all is brought ouer in one parcell ; but herein cuerie 
man may follow his pleaſure. 

Another obiection is made, How ſhall a man do that hath no ſtock, ObicRion: 
or little or nothing to begin the world , asdiuers men thatfrom no- 
thing come to an Aptos wn great wealth 2 what booke of account 
can they keepe by Debitor and Creditor ? 

The anſwere is manifeſt, all is grounded vpon truſt. If any man Anſwerg, 
will ſell you commodities payable at long daies of payment, and 
youſell them, and pay him with his owne, you can make him Cre- 
ditor for the ſame,and the commoditic Debitor : and in likemanner 
if any man lend money vnto you to trade withall . So that you may 
perceiuetharthis is an excellent inuention , and a moſt commodious 
courſe to know things readily. 

The Bankers therefore that deale for millions of pounds, and Thekeeping 
make great payments continually by affignation, doe ſumme vp cue- UE 
rie tenne parcells, and poſt them ouer to a new Account, becauſe 
= know atall houres whether a man be Debitor or Creditor vato 
them. 

If che treaſure of Princes were diſpoſed by this manner of Ac- 
count,they ſhould receiue many benefits and aduantages. 

Firſt, they ſhould nor be in wants as they commonly are, but princes ac: 
make their treaſure goe further in payments, becauſe they may c_—— 
know at all times where to find their owne,and what is owing vn- ,,* _— 
to them. - cor. 

Secondly,they ſhould not be deceiued as they are by their Audi- 
rors accounts,by way of charge and diſcharge, made ſometimes ma- 
ny yeares after , when commonly officers are much indebted vnto » 
them, and yet call for money continually, which afterwards (before 
the account made) is conſumed by extraordinaric allowances, which 
are eaſily procured , when their moneys are out of their coffers ; ſo 
that vpon the matter, they mighr pay that with one pennie which 
now doth coſt them threepence, whereof the late warres in Ireland 
2ive vs a ſufficient inſtance. 

Laſtly, the charges andexpences of officers would be much dimi- 
niſhed,and Princes would content their followers and ſubics with 
betrer pay. 

Worthie of perpetuall remembrance is that noble Prince King Notable ex- 
Henrie the ſeuenth,whoſin his ſingular wiſdome and pollicie)know- _ _ 
ing how Princes are ſubie@ ro bee wronged by their officers in the uenh, © 
diſpoſing of their rreaſure, by fraudulent and deceitfull accounts, 


which either by ignorance or otherwiſe by conniuence do paſſe, did 
L Kk himſelfe 
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himſelfe (with great facilitie) take an inſpeionin all his Exchequer 
Accounts, by an abſtract of the ſaid Accounts, cntred in a booke ly 
ſome experienced andskilfull man in Accounts, whcreunto his high- 
nefle did fubſcribe his yoyall ſignature , before the Officers ( upon 
200d certificate made to the Lord Chauncellour)could haue their 
Quietws eft paſſe the great Seale of England. And the faid King was 
pleaſed many times to enterinto particular cxaminatian of lome of 
the Accounts, whereby he did ſtrike a terror into the hearts af the 
officers; ſo thatthey became more carefull , and duzſt not cqmmir 
any fraud or deceit by combination. or tolleration,, but his treaſure 
was duely adminiſtredand preſerued.'This Signature of the Kings in 
the ſaid booke,is extant tobe ſeene in his Maicſties Exchequer. | 
Vrgent neceſlitic-cauſed the late French King Hewriethe fourth, 


King Hemie When he was King of Nauarre, to be preſent in thediſpoling of his 


treaſure : in fo much that afterwards (1a pofſeſiing the Diademe of 
all France, and calling to remembrance his former obferuation, by 
comparing things to their firſt principles ) he found that of cucrie 
Frenchcrowne (being ſixtie foulz) which his coffersſhauld receiue, 
there came not aboue the fourth part de claro vnto ham. Whercupon, 
by rooting out of corruption, depoſing of ncedlefle officers, profit- 
able emprions of things neceſlarie, and by wiſe diſpoſing of them, 
he brought (2 contravis) three parts of eueric crowne vnto his coffers, 
and did in progrefle of time accumulatea verie great treaſure : and 
yet did he increaſe officers fees, according to the alteration of rime, 
which(by accidentallcauſes)had made cueric thing deerer. 

Thus much obiter. Now if a Merchant be alſoa Factorfar others in 
the buying and ſelling of Commoaditics , deliuering of Moneys at 
intereſt, andby dealings in Exchanges and Rechanges , hauing facto- 
ridge allowed vnto him for the ſame, according tothe manner of 
Merchants, ſome moreand ſome leſſe,as they agree betwecne them, 
the difference in keeping other mens Accounts with whom they 
have any correſpondence, is but ſmall ; for if itbe forgoods or mer- 
chandiſes ſold,they will intitle the Account,Goods of the Account 
of ſuch aman do owe vnto Caſh ſuch a ſumme paicd for Cuſtome 
and Charges ; orif it be for goods bought,he will dothe like,and dil- 
chargethe Accountsby making the ſaid Merchant Debitor or Credi- 
tor forit isas the ſaid Accounts require, which he doth alſo charge 
with facoridge; or proviſion for his ſallaric : and therfore all Factors 
keepea particular Account, to know what they hauc gotten by facto- 
ridge or proviſion at the yeares end, and then they charge that Ac- 
count with their charges, and all ſuch expences as they haue been at, 
and the remainder is poſted to Capitall, as inthe Account of Profic 
or Loſſe ; whereupon ſome others do bring their charges and expen- 
ces, and fo carrie all the prouifion to Capitall or Stocke : Hercin 
eucrie man may vſe his pleaſure, for this manner of Account affoor- 
deth many diſtinions, all which ſeuerall branches or members of 


Account may bcebrought to make yp the the compleat Bodie ; for vy 
the 
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the diſmembring of an Account, ſeparating cuerie _ in his pro- pi 
pernature, you are inabled to find out many errours and intricatenes ot Accounts. 


of Accounts, by reducing the Bodie of it to his perfeRion. 

In thisplace may be expected a declaration of the ſeuerall coynes, 
or calculation of moneys, wherein the Bookes of Merchants Ac- 
counts are kept beyond the Seas : But becauſe the ſame is founded 
vpon the ſeucrall exchanges betweene Countrey and Countreys, I 
haue thought good to referre the ſame in the proper place of exchan- 
ges hercafter following , and ro conclude this Second Part of Lex 
Mercatoria, with that notable queſtion made by the Ciuilians , Whe- 
ther a Merchant or a Banker, keeping two Bookes of Account , the 
one concerning the moneys of his Banke, and the other touching 
trade of Merchandiſe for wares, ſhall bee cenſuredalike for ſuch mo- 
neySas hee oweth vnto his Creditors £ So that the Creditors ( aftcr 
his deceaſe ) ſhall af ſtand inequall degree to be payed,cither in the 
whole or in part, if the Bankers eſtate bee not ſufficient for the pay- 
ment therof : Herein the Iudges of Merchants do make no difference, 
but the Ciuilians haue made a great diſtintion therein , and they 
ſay, That the Booke of the Banke, is more to bee credited than the 
other ; For,ſaith Benwenwo Straccha,the Booke of the Banke was kept 
publikely, and the other ( as it were ) ſecret to himſelfe : ſo that the 
Creditors of the one are to bee diſtinguiſhed from the other, as being 
rwo negotiations, and to bee dealt therein according to their ſeuerall 
natures, and the meanes thereof extant, with ſuch conſiderations as 
may bee incident thereunto . To declare my owne opinion, I ſay, 
That the Canon and Ciuile Law, making no diſtin@ion in the pay- 

ment of the Teſtators Debts, betweene moneys owing for ' 
wares or for intereſt;there ought not to be any diffe- 
rence in the nature of the debts, inre- 
eard of the Bookes of 
Accounts. 
(",") 


T he End of the Second Part. 
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A Queſtion 
made by Ci- 


urhans about 
Bookes of 
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RE NED SFO 
THE THIRD PART OF 
LEX «M ERCATOR1A, OR THE 


Ancient Law-Merchant , concerning Exchan- 
ges for Moneys by Billes of Exchanges, compa» 
red to the Spirit or Facultie of the Soule.. of 


TRAFFICKEand COMMERCE, 


YAVING ( in the Firſt and Second Part of this 
Booke ) intreated of the Bodie and Soule of 
Trafficke, namely , Commodities and Moneys. 
Let vsnow handle the predominant part of the 
courſe of Trafficke , which is the Exchange for 
moneys,by Bils of Exchanges for forrain parts, 
>1 compared tothe Spirit or Facultie of the Soule, 

” Foras moneys do infuſe lifeto commodities by 


the meanes of Equalitie and Equitic,preuenting aduantage betweene 
Buyers and Sellers : ſo Exchange for moneys by Bills of Exchanges 
(being ſeated euerie where) corroborateth the Vitall Spirit of Traf- 
ficke, direQing and controlling ( by iuſt proportions ) the pricesand 
valucs of commodities and money,as ſhall be declared. T7 
Many men cannot well diſcerne the diſtinion of the Spirit in ſun- 
drie matters,becauſe man ( conſiſting of Bodieand Soule(that)which 
belongeth tothe Spirit) is comprized vnder the name Soule : but if 
they be willing tovnderſtand the necefſarie diſtindtion heereof, rea- 
ſon in the Theoricke Part, will demonſtrate the ſame in the PraQtike 
 Partofthis diſcourſe of Exchanges. 
Saint Paxl in the later end of his ſecond Epiſtle to the Thefſaloni- | 
ans, wiſheda ſanQification'to their ſpirits and ſoules, and their bodies *7*4-5-33- 
 vntill the day of Indgement . Foralbeir the Spirit of man,is rightly 
termed to bee the Facultic of the Soule ; yer the parts of the Soule The Faculie 
concerning Vnderſtanding and Will, have their proper relation, for abr 
that part called Vnderſtanding, is ſeated chiefly in the Soule, as Will man. 
IS in the Spirit, both to be accompanied with Knowledge. 
The Phyloſophers have made this diſtintion by their Chimi- 
call obſeruation : and fuch as place the Soule inthe bloud(diſperſed 
through all the veynes of the bodie) do alſo place the Will of man - 
K k 3 the 
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the ſpirit, reſiding inthe heart of man, which the Anatomiſts de- 
nloullevecch tobe a little concauitie, where the drops of the vitall 
bloudareplaced in the heart, which are ſeared vp,and the place is 


ſhrunke in bodies which haue been poiſoned. 
Tomake application of this compariſon betweene the Soule and 


Application Spirit, we ſhall find by +he following diſcourſe, that cucnas the Spi- 
riſon.  rit of manis predominant ouer the Soule and Bodie in all the ations 
thereof,which by the bloud are quickned and preſcrued, cuen fo is 
the Exchange for moneys by Bills of Exchanges, onerruling the 
courſe of commodities and moneys in all places where the ation 
of money is felt or ſeene, direRing the ſame ( by ſome due propor- 


tions )accordingly. 
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Of the Beginning of the Exchange for Moneys, by 
Bills of Exchanges. 


z coyned by the Romanes is. almoſt 1 goo yeares 
ſince. Andeuen as money was inuented tobee 
& made of the beſt metralls, ro auoid the trouble- 
SE >) ſome carriage of commoditics vp and downe, 
Co Þy A and from one countrey into another : So ( vpon 

the like conſideration ) when other nations ( imitating the Romancs) 

Thecauſeof did coyne moneys, Exchange by Bills for moneys was deuiſed, to 
the Exchanges "0d both the dangerand aduenture of moneys and the rroubleſome 
carriage thereof . This money now being made by diuers Nations 

of ſeuerall ſtandards and diuers ſtamps and inſcriptions, (as a Marke 

of Soueraigntie) cauſed them roappoint a cerraine Exchange, for the 
permutation of the ſeuerall ſorts of coynes in diuers countreys, with- 

out any tranſportation of the coyne, but giuing Parpro Pars, or value 

for value, with a certaine allowance toaccomodate the Merchant : 

and the officers to exccute the ſame, were called Numulary, 4rgenta- 

r1#,and Colhbiſte, that is to ſay, Namulary of Nummus or the coyne it 

{elfe ; Argentary , becauſe the Siluer coyne was moſt vſuall in the 

courſe of trafficke;and Collybite,becaule it fignificth a reward for Ex- 


changing. 


Here 
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Here now let ys obſerue foure manner of Exchanges which have 
beene vſed, and in ſome countreys are yet continued, albeit ſome of 
them areabrogated in England, commonly called Cambis Commune, 
Cambio Reall, Cambio Sicco, and Cambio Fiftitio, which denomination 
may be admitted. | 

The firſt manner of Exchange,called Cambio Commune, is properly þ, 
that Exchange which the ſaid Collzbitz, or common Exchangers did = ra 
vie by the authoritie of Princes and Common-weales,, for the law- "One 
tull and currant moneys of their Kingdomesand Territories ; which 
was found to be veric expedient and neceſlarie, and was eſtablifhed 
to preuent the exportation of money from one conntric intoano- 
ther countrie : and theſe Exchangers did deliver inall countries the 
Money inone ſpecic, for the Moneys in other ſpecies by rhem rc- 
ceived as aforeſaid . Whereupon King Edward the third of England Jables of Ex: 
cauſed certaine Tables to be ſer vp ar Douer and other places of © 
the realme, declaring the value of the ſaid ſundrie ſpecies of coyne 
of all countries trafficking with his ſubies , and the allowance 
which Merchants were to giue to haue their turnes ſerued; as may 
appeare by the good Lawes made in hisrime, when there was Mo- 
neys coyned in diuers places of this Kingdome, and nor inone mint 
onely, withinthe Tower of London . And this was long before the - 
diſcoucric of the Weſt-Indies , from whence the ocean of Money 
did run into Chriſtendome. And'tby the goucrnment of the ſaid 
Tables, all was at the direction of the Maſter of the Kings Mint at 
London,and with a correſpondetice of other Mints, namely ar Can- 
turburie,at Kingſton vpon Hull, New-caſtle vpon Tine, Briſtoll, and 
Exceter.And the Exchanger for the King at London did alſo depute 
Exchangers in the moſt 'places , exceptrthat certaine Merchants of 
Florence, called Friſcobaldi,were the Kings Exchangers at Kingſton, xriſcobatdithe 
New-caſtle,and Exceter,who made the ſaid Exchanges of value for Exchangers. 
value, with a reaſonable allowance; and by their meanes were all the 
faid Mints ſet on worke, and the tranſportation of our Moneys was 
preuented ; foras Biſhop Twrſids booke of Arithmeticke declareth, 
by giuing par pro pari,or value for value, there was nogaine left to 
the tranſporter. 

The Kings of England did conſtitute theſe Exchangers, even as Kings Exchan- 
the Cambiadores and Banquers arevſed in other countries, being 5** 
authoriſed by the King or Prince of the ſaid countries, eſpecial- 
ly King Edward the firſt of England, who had two Exchangers, the 
one called Cuſtes Camby infra Turrim, who had the charge in buying 
of bullion,and to looke tothe coynage of Money within the realme, 
now calledthe Warden of the Mint : the other was called Keeper of 
the exchange and rechange within ot towards this realme, fot Mo- 
neys tobe paied i# pecie, by Bills of Exchahges beyond the ſeas. And 
afterwards the faid Exchanges were made without naming the ſpe- >, 
cies, but according to the value of the ſeticrall coynes , and this was Cambio Re- 
called Cambium Reg, or Royall Exchange, which catiſed Queene at. 

Eliza- 


em a —— 


Exchanges 
diſcontinucd. 


The Chroni- 
cle of Grafton 


Elizabeth to name che Burſe in London accordingly. 


Lex Mercatoria. 


— 


This office appeareth to haue been in the eleucnth yere of the ſaid 
King Edw.by an Ac of Parliament madeat Acton Burnel,fince which 
time the ſucceeding Kingsand Queenes haue continved the ſame by 
ſixtcene ſeuerall Letters Patents . And whereas it ſeemed that the 
ſaid two Exchangers could not execute their offices conueniently 
being aſunder , it fell out, that in Hewrie the fixth his time, a Law 
was made, by which both offices were put into one mans hand, 
and ſo continued many yeares, vntill thetime of King Heprie the 
cight,when hecauſed baſe Moneys to be made at the ſeige of By]- 
loigne, whercuponno certaine Exchange could be grounded : al- 
beit that before that time, in the two and twentieth yeare of his 
raigne, he cauſed a Proclamation to be made according roan old Sta- 
tute made in the time of King Richard the ſecond, That no perſon 
ſhould makeany Exchanges 4ontrarie to the ſaid meaning or At of 
Parliament, vponpaine tobe taken to be the Kings mortall enemie, 
and to forfeit al that he might forfeit. For in his noble fathers time 
King Heprie the ſeuenth , the Bankers had inuented a courſe of mer- 


- chandifing by Bills of Exchanges ; and eſpecially two other Exchan- 
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ges,whichthey named Cambio ficco,and Cambio fidtitio. 

This Cambio ficco,alies called drie Exchange, is in this manner : A 
Merchant hath occaſion to vie, Yerbi gratia, one hundreth pounds, 
which they will deliuer him in London, to be paied vnto their Factor 
at Stoad : but hauing there no FaQtor of his owne, the ſaid Merchant 
is contented to make his Bill of Exchange vpon the Bankers Factor, 
payable to him the ſaid FaQtor, with order and aduice, that when 
the ſaid Bill ſhall bedue, he ſhall charge him by Exchange againe,and 
take vp the Money there, and hee will pay the ſame with the re- 
changeand charges of Factoridge and Brokeridge: wherein they will 
be ſure to make him pay verie great vſe or intereſt,of fifteene or 
twenticin the hundreth for the taking vp of this Money,and to make 
it more drier Exchange, they will be contented to take no Bill at all, 
but the Merchants promiſe to pay it as other men doc at the ſame 
time,dealing in Exchange for the ſaid place of Stoad,and in like ma- 
ner for other places. 

Cambio fitttio is yet more pernitious, and performed in this man- 
ner : A Merchant(to kcepc his credit) being driuen to buy goods for 
a ſhift, when Money is not to be had, and he will not be beholden 
vnto others, comming vnto them ( as hauing ſtore of commodities 
at all times) they faine that they hauc need of Money, and muſt 
ſell their commodities for readie Money , Prouided alwaies ( ſay 
they with louing proteſtations ) we will pleaſure you thus far, looke 
what the goods come vnto , we will take it vp for you by Exchange 
for Venice, Lyons, or ſome other place,ſo as you will pay vs for Ex- 
change, Rechange,or any other incident charges : wherunto the mer- 
chantagreeing, then ſhall he be ſure topay ſoundly for the yſe of 
the Money,and looſe exceedingly vpon the wares. : 
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Theſe two biting manner of Exchanges being diſcouered, were 


by an Act of Parliament prohibited in the third and fourth yeare of 


King Henriethe ſeuenth : afterwards (as is noted ) the Exchange be- 
ing diſcontinued in the time of King Henrie the eight, it happened 
thar the former abuſes cameto bee rite againe in rhe raigne of King 


Edward the ſixth, which cauſed the vie of Exchange to bee vtterly Exchange was 


forbidden for a ſhorttime . But as Ships cannot faile without water, 
no more can trafficke ſubfiſt without Exchange in the accuſtomed 
laces; ſothat the inconueniences appearing it was reſtored againe in 
Laws of good dealing and reformation promiſed by other Prin- 
ces, concerning the Royall Exchange . Burt inthe time of Queene 
Marie it was againe neglected; who being married with King Phi- 
lip the ſecond of Spaine, did connjue in thoſe' things, becauſe the 
dominion of the Low-countreys were eſteemed to be vnder one 

degree. 
In the 
plaint were made of rhe new Exchanges, by Maſter Huſſey Court- 
maſter of the Companie of Merchants Aduenturers ; but no man 
couldapply or find a remedie to moderate the incqualitie of Exchan- 
ges, and to haue value for value, as appeareth by Letters Pattents 
graunted to the old Lord Treaſurer Barghley, who did not execute 
the ſamein three and twentie yeares aftcr for want of true diredtion, 
to the great lofſe of the Realme, as may bee ſeene by a Commiſſion 

in Blanke returned by diuers Merchants:albcit the Italian Mer- 
chants in thoſe daies could not denie the abuſes thereof 
being expoſtulated withall , as by their politicke 
Letters appeareth, vnder the hand of Acerbo 
yelutell;, Suigo Canalcanti, and others, 
who wanted not ſome vphol- 
ders to maintaine their pri- 
vate benefit. 
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CHAP, IT. 


| Of the true calculation of Moneys in exchange by Bills of Ex- 


FP changes,according to Par pro part, 
The true > — He true royall Exchange for Moneys (by Bills of 
@n W, Exchanges) is grounded ypon the weight, fine- 


Be neſlc, and valuation of the Money of each coun- 
E trie, accordirg tothe Pay, which is, value for va- 
8 luc : and ſo is our Exchange of England groun- 

5 ©) dcd vpon the weightand fineneſle of our Monies 

- Ver aforciaid, and the weight and fineneſle of the 

Moneys of each other countrie, according to their ſeuerall ſtandards 

proportionable in their valuation , which (being truely and iuſtly 
made) maketh the price of Exchange for euerie place, according to 
the denomination - : the Money, wherupon all Exchanges are made. 

Theſe Exchanges do much differ in thename and proportion be- 
tween the gold and filuer obſerued in moſt countries ; ſo that we are 
toexamine and compare our weight aforeſaid , with the weight of 
other countries,and the finetle of the ſterling ſtandard with the fineſſe 
of the ſeuerall ſtandards of the coynes of other countries : and if we 

The maner to differ not with them in the proportion betweene the gold and filuer, 

calculate Ex then may our Exchanges run at one price both for gold and filuer, ta- 

—_— king the denomination according to the valuation of Monies of each 

countries : and hereby ſhall we find how much finefiluer or gold our 
pound ſterling containeth,8& what quantitie of other Monies of Ger- 
manie,[talie, France, the Low-countries, Eaſtland,and elſewhere we 
are to haue in Exchange to counteruaile the ſame in the like weight 
and fineneſſe anſwerable vnto ours, be it by the Pound, Doller, Du- 

Imaginaris Cat, Crowne, or any other imaginarie or reall coyne, giuing alwaies 

andreall =y2qlue for value, and receiuing the like, which is called Par. But this 

_ courſe of Exchange being of late yeares abuſed, and (as it were) 

Par of Ex- made a merchandiſe, doth ouerrule the courſe of Commodities 

and Moneys by rifing and falling in price, according to plentie 
and ſcarcitie of Money, and in rcgard of diſcrepauncc and di- 
ſtance of time and place : which made ſome Merchants (by mt- 
ſtaking)tocompare the courſe of Commoditicsand Exchange to be 
alike; asif the meaſure of athing,and the thing meaſured thereby 
were 


ground of Ex- FF. _— 
changes. 46 > 
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were alone, For cuen as money is Publica Menſura, or the publike 
meaſures within the Realme betweene man and man : ſ0.is Exchange 
for moneys, the publike meaſure betweene ys and forraine countries 


for all commodities bought and fold , which therefore requireth a uns, Kc. 


certaintie inthe calculationof the Par atoreſaid,admitting neucrthe- 
leſſe an aduantage aboue rhe ſame, vpon occaſions oneitherſide. 
This Exchange. is properly madeby Bills, when money is deliue- 
red ſimply here in England, and Bills received forthe ſame, ro haue 
the payment thereof in ſome. other countrey beyond the Seas, or 
when thelike is done beyond the Seas, and the money is receiued 
here in England, and that vpona certaine price agreed ypon between 
partie and partie, which is termed the price of Exchange, whereof 
Merchants haue the onely and whole difpoſing, and buy and ſell their 
commodities beyond the Seas accordingly: without that few ornone 
of them doe looke into the nature of Exchange, as aforeſaid , but on- 
ly tothe preſent obieR, which is,toknow how the price of Exchange 
oocthatthe time when they hauc occaſion todcale therewith : how- 
beit ſuch Merchants as neuer or ſeldome deale for commodities, but 
altogether for money by Exchange haue another obſeruation there- 
in; and Merchants that will be Exchangers indeed , muſtknow per- 
fealy the weight and fineneſfe of our Engliſh coyne, and of the for- 
raine coynealſo, and compare the ſame togetherto make the ſaid cal- 
culation of Exchanges; wherein they are not tobe direRed by the va- 


luation which is vacertaineand inconſtant, much leſſeby the tollera- Valuationof 


tion of moneys beyond the Seas to goe currant aboue the ſaid valua- 


tion ; ſo that by authoritic they oughtto bee gouerned and direfted inconſtane. 


herein, declaring the true value for value, or Par pro Part, as the verie 
foundation of all Exchanges : becauſe this is nor a fit ſtudic tor eue- 
rie Merchants capacitie,and may be done neuerthelefle with great fa- 
Cilitie, and withour interruption of trafficke,as ſhall be declared. 

But to come firſt tothe particulars concerning weight, wec are to 
know , that in all places beyond the Seas, _ vie fortheir moneys 
(both of Gold and Siluer) the marke weight of eight ounces, hereto- 
fore ſpoken of,with the diuifion of twenric pennie weight,ortwentic 
Engliſh, ſo-called beyond the Seas, and the ſubdiuiſion of twenticand 
foure graines here, or thirtie twoazes or graines there . Theſe eight 
ounces compared vntoour pound weight Troy of twelue ounces,are 
within alittle all one, ounce for ounce in weight.But vpon the pound 
of twelue ounces, as aforeſaid, which is one marke and a halfe marke 
weight of theirs, it is found that in the ſaid proportion of a pound, 
our weight is heauier than the weight of Germanic and the Low- 
countries by three pennie weight; and than the weight of France, Ira- 
ly, Spaine, and Scorland, by foure pennie weight ; all which may be 
conſidered in the price of Exchanges, inallowing more or lefſe for 
the Par according as the foundation of the Exchange lycth, either 
vpon our twentie Shillings iterling, or vpon their Crowne, Ducar, 
Doller, Florin, or other coyne, which is properly the heador Radix 

NL Camby, 
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Camby, whereupon Exchanges were made, This weight is to bee 
conſidered in the weight of the peece of coyne, and from the peeces 

cothe number of them in the marke or pound weight aforeſaid, 
Concerning the fineneſſe of moneys to be calculated in Exchange, 
Fineneſſe of the ſame is knowne by weight, for it muſt bee diſtinguiſhed thereby, 
moneyin E** that is to ſay, We oughtto know how much fine Silueror fine Gold 
5. thereisinthemarke or pound weight , of the ſundrie coynes of the 
ſeuerall ſtandards of moneys of all Countreys, where Exchanges are 
vied betweene vs and them : and to calculate the ſame vpon the 
pound ſterling for ſome places, or ypon the Crowne, Ducat, Doller, 
Florin, and other imaginarie coynes for other places, t the end wee 

may haue fineneſſe anſwered by weight. 

To vnderſtand the premiſles, let vs ſuppoſe that a Merchant ſtran- 
ger commeth into the Realm,and bringeth with him many vnknowne 
and ſtrange coynes,tohaue the coyne of the Realme for it,according 
tovalue for value by weight and finenes, and that the ſaid Merchant 
( hauing weighed the ſaid coynes ) hath a ſufficient knowledge of the 

The manner quantitie of fine Siluer and Gold which is contained in the ſaid 

—_— weight , and his deſire is to have the ſame anſwered vnto him by the 

1gnt an 2 . . . . . 

Sncnefleof like weight, and by the like fineneſle in weight in moneys of this 

Aa Kingdome . Herein{ nodoubt) he will beafſured, whart fineneſſe or 
fine Siluer and Gold thereis in our moneys, and that he may haue the 
ſame by weight inthe ſaid quantitie of coynes, whereupon (after the 
weight of our moneys)hee will calculate diſtintly what quantitie of 
Siluer and Gold there is inthe ſaid moneys, and what quantitic of 
Copper, and ſo will require the full quantitie both of the Siluerand 
Gold, and of the Copper accordingly. Sois it with the matter of Ex- 
change, grounded vpon the verie value of coynes, if there were no 
valuation whereby the price of coynes is baptized and receiueth a 
name, which giueth a denomination of price vnto the ſaid coynes, or 
vnto the Exchanges of the ſaid coynes, which in the manner afore- 
ſaid maketh rhe ſaid price of Exchange. 

Bur fo long as the calculation remainerh ypon weight and finenes, 

Definition of withour reſpe had tothe valuation, ſo long may wee cſteeme the 
Alle,” and faid coynes to bee in the nature of Marterialls or Bullion ; that isto 
fay, Prohibired moneys to bee currant, which forraine Nations call 
Bullion,as it werevnlawfull and fit tro be molten down, from whence 
the word Bullion is deriued, or which other nations call tro be Mate- 
rialls, or Maſſe of Gold and Siluer,cucnas Copper is called Allay or 
mixture thereunto. 
Valuationof Concerning the Valuation of moneys, wee haue alreadie in the 
moneys in Second Parr intreated thereof , compendiouſly and ſubſtantially : ſo 
&  thatinthisplace weare to obſerue the denomination, which giueth a 
Proportion Tate or price vnto Exchanges, even as it doth vnto the ſeuerall Spe- 
berwoen Gold cies of money intheir kind. 
Exchanges Concerning the proportion betweene the Gold and Siluer in the 


+ Brand {aid Exchanges wee are to obſerue , That when the proportion be- 
rweene 
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tweene the Gold and Siluer was 12 to one, or one pound of Siluer 
toan ounce of Gold ( which is now 13 + toone;)then the enſuing 
calculation in Exchange was true,namely,to account eight Carrats of 
fine Gold,or foure ounces of fine Siluer for twentie ſhillings ſterling, 
reſeruing in the ſaid rate a reaſonable gaine for the Merchants to- 
wards their gaines and charges.But now that the faid proportion is al- 
tered, and that thirteene ounces and - part, or foure pennie weight is 
appointed to be giuen for one ounce; of neceflitie it followeth that 
the Siluer is vnderualued, and the Gold aduanced : ſo that in matter 
of Exchange there ariſeth a twofold conſideration, the one to bee 
eſtabliſhed in Par, according to the Gold coynes,and the other after 
the Siluer coynes . And this meaſure of Exchange berweene vs and 
forraine Nations is verie tender and delicate, yet Merchants ocecaſt- 
ons inthe courſe of-trafficke, doe exceed the ſaid limitation vpon 
plentie or ſcarſitic of money, and the many deliverers or takers vp 
of the ſaid moneys according thereunto, which is properto confirme 
the mutabilitie of Exchanging aboue the ſaid Pay, bur neuer vnder 
the ſame: forit is like vnto the Needleof the Compaſle,which hath 
- beene touched vpon the fixed North Starre. 

- Some Merchants are fo farre wide from the knowledge of the ya- 
lue of coynes, and the Exchanges made thereupon, that they are of 
opinion, Thatthere can beno certaine Rate or Par of Exchange ſet to 
anſwerc iuſtly the value of the coynes of forraine parts, by reaſon of 
the diuerfitic and diſproportion of the coynes of Gold and Siluer, 
and their intrinſicall and exrrinficall values. But theſe Merchantsare 
to vnderſtand,that the moneys of all Countreys hauea proportiona- 
ble valuation relatiue within themſelues, according to their ſeue- 
rall ſtandards for weight and fineneſſe, onely the ſmallerarid baſer 
coyne haue ſome little knowne aduantage,which may bee conſidered 
of in Exchange, if there bee cauſe that the quantitie of thoſe moneys 
doe exceed the bigger and finer coyne. This conſideration hath 


beene had heretofore, and eſpecially in the Par agreed vpon between x 


the Low-countreys and this Realme, in the yeare 1575, when ypon 
the Philip Doller the Exchange was at twentie five ſhillings the Par, 
arid the {mall moneys would exceed twentie ſeuen ſhillings and vp- 
watds,but the quantitie did not ſurmount the better coyne. The like 
was vpon the Paragreed vpon with the States of the vnited Prouin- 
ces, Ano 1586, at thirtie three ſhillings foure pencezand with Ham- 
borough and Stoade,totwentie fqure ſhillings nine penee Lubiſh vp- 
on the Rickes Doller of thirtie three ſhillings, or nine markes foure 
ſhillings for our pound ſterlirig of twentie ſhillings, making foure 
Dollers and one halfe to anſwere the ſaid Par, which Doller is inhan- 
ced (ince to fiftie foure ſhillings, and wee receiue now but foure Dol- 
lers tor the ſame, and ſo for other places accordingly. 
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CHAP. 


Of the Denomination of the Imaginarie Moneys of 
all Places, whereupon Exchanges are 
made by Bills. 


HE Denomination of moneys, which wee call 
Imaginarie, is becauſe there is not any peculiar 
Ba Or proper money. to be found in _—_ , Where- 
{4% vpon the Exchanges are grounded, as it was in 
". > times paſt in many places, where ſome moneys 
92) LB) were the cauſe to ground the price of Exchange 
>L49WESy/>A ypon : as our Angell Noble, being coyned for 
ſixe ſhillings and cight pence ſterling, whereupon Exchanges haue 
beene made, as now is done vpon twentie ſhillings, and ſo might the 
new peeces of our Soueraigne King James Laurcat,betaken, But it is 
more proper to make Exchanges vpon the filuer coynes;for the price 
of commodities is moſt ruled thereby in all places , which by the 
quantitie is five hundreth to'one. Hence did proceed the cauſe that 
when our Goldinthe yeare 161 1, wasaduanced ten in the hundreth 
aboue the Siluer, the prices of commodities did not riſe, albeit-for- 
raine Nations did cauſe the price of Exchange to fall. Burt if Siluer 
were inhanced, preſently the price of commodities would follow as 
the rule thereof, and the price of Exchange would fall more, for Ex- 
change will ouerrule both. 

In like manner do we call the moneys of other Countreys,where- 
vpon Exchanges are made to be Imaginaric,as the Dollersin Germa- 
nic, the Crownes in France, the Ducats in Italy and other places, 
which by the great diuerſitic you may vnderſtand as followeth : 
together with 


The Calculations of Merchants Accounts , whereupon their Bookes of 
Account are kept, according to their 1maginarie Moneys. 


] N Flanders, Brabant, and moſt places of the Low-countreys, oy 

keepe their Bookes of Account and Reckonings by twentie ſhil- 
lings Flemiſh, eueric ſhilling twelue deniers or pence, which ſhilling 
is ſix ſtyuers. 


In 


—— 
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In Artois,Henalt, and other places by pounds tournois of twentie Pound Tour: 
ſtiuers,or fortie pence Flemiſh,wherof ſix called guildren or florins, *** 
make the pound Flemiſh in all the ſeuenteene prouinces of the Ne- 

—=— konb ds Parafis, which areb 

Some do reckon by pounds Parafis, which are but twentie pence, ,, 
whereof twelue —_—_ vo pound Flemiſh : but their accounts (as al- ne" 
ſo the reckonings of their Prince,or Finances) are kept by pounds 
Tournois,which pound they diuide into twentie ſhillings,cuery ſhil- 
ling intotwelue pence ; and thelike is doneby the pound Parafis,and 
theſe haue alſo their ſubdiuiftons of Obulus, Maille, Heller, Hallinck, 
Corte,Mites,Point engeuin, Poot, and ſuch like copper moneys, too 
tedious to rehearſe. 

In Germanie, in the yeare x 520, was the gold guilder coyned for Gold guilder. 
a generall coyne, and valued in Holland for twentie cight ſtiuers, 
which isnow in ſpecte at double the price , neuertheleſſe they do con- 
tinue to buy and ſel all that greatquantitie of corne which is brought 
from the Eaſt countries , Poland, and other places, by the ſaid gold 
guilder of twentie cight ſtiuers. Their doller was coyned at ftxtie 
fiue Creutzers, fince riſen to ſeuentie two Creutzers , yet their Ex- 
change is made vpon the doller of fixtie fiue Creutzers, which is 
imaginarie. | 

Ar Auguſta the Exchange is made vpon the faiddoller of ixtie 
fiue Creutzers,at three weeks,or fouretecne daies ſight after the bill 
preſented. 

At Frankford they reckon by the guilder of fixtie Creutzers, cal- Florins of 66 
led in Latine Cracigeri, being peeces with a Crofle, they are Florins, © 
and their Exchange is made vpon the doller of fixtie fiue Creutzers, 
payable in the two yearely Faires or Marts ; the one the weeke be- 
fore Eaſter, andthe other in the beginning of September to conti- 
nue forall the moneth. A 

At Norenborough their Exchangeis made vpon the ſaid doller of 
ſixtic flue Creutzers,and many times vpon the Florin of fixtie Cre- 
utzers, which they alſo diuide intotwentie ſhillings, and cuerie ſhil- 
ling twelue pence,to keepe their accounts by. 

For Bohemia,Exchanges are made vpon the doller of twentie and gghemicos: 
foure Bohemicos. | 

At Vienna they reckon by guilders or florins of eight ſhillings, of 
thirtie pence to the ſhilling,& two Hellerto the penie,and Exchange 
iS made thereupon, | 

Ar Bauieraby guilders of ſeuen ſhillings, of thirtie pence,for Ex- p;ue.s qui. 
changesand Accounts. ders. 

In Hungarie by guilders of ten ſhillings, of thirtie pence, and by 
florins of twentie ſhillings, and twelue pence to the ſhilling,and Ex- 
changes are made vypon their ducar.. 

Ar Breſlo and Leypſich they reckon by markes of thirtie and Makesst 32 
two grofles, of tweluehellerto the groſſe, and they Exchangeby groves, 
thirtie florins Breſlowes, to haue at m—_ thirtie and fourc florins, 

LI 2 or 


Creurzers. 
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or at Norcnborough thirtic and two florins. 

Poundz of 20 Ar Vime they reckon by pounds of rwentie ſhillings, and twelue 

Mm ®13 hellerro the ſhilling, and their Exchange is is made vpon the doller 
of fixtie creutzers. 

At Colloigne by dollers of ſeuentic twocreutzers, for Accounts 
and Exchanges. | 

Pound ſterling At Embden hey reckon by guilders,and Exchange vpon the rickx 
doller; but from London thither and hither vpon the pound ſterling 
of twentie ſhillings. 

Markes of 1x At Hamborough they account by markes of fixteene ſhillings 

billing. lubiſh, of twclue pence tothe ſhilling ; Exchanges for London vp- 
on twentie ſhillings ſterling, and for other places vpon the rickx dol- 
ler before mentioned of thirtie and three ſhillings, now by them 
inhaunced to fiftic and foure ſhillings lubiſh, or ſo many ftiuers 
Flemiſh. 

In Pomerania they reckon by markes of fixteen ſhillings ſnudens, 
and the Exchange is vponthe rickx doller of thirtie and twofſhillings 
of two-ſnudens. In ! 

Fight markes In Sweden they reckon by markes,whereof eight make a doller, 

aoller. whereupon they Exchange, and two markes make a Clipping of 9 | 
ſtiuers. 

In Denmarke vpon markes of ſixtecne ſhillings ; Exchange vpon 
the doller. | 

Polih gailders In Danſicke they keepe their account in Poliſh guilders of thirtie 

9: zogrofles. profſes, cueric guilder of cighteene pence-roa groſle . They buy 
with the great marke of ſixtic groſles, or the liethe marke of fifteene 
groffe,alſoby Scoc of three great markes, andthey Exchangeypon 
the florin Poliſh, or vpon the pound Flemiſh, payable at foureteene 
daics,and alſoone moneth. 

Florins Polida At Riga they buy by dollers or florins Poliſh of cighreene far- 

of 18farthings things, whereof the eleven make ten dollers : but their Exchanges is 
made ypon the rickx doller. 

The accounts in Barbarieare kept, and commodities are fold by a 
ducat of ten ounces to the ducat,and 8 eights ro the ounce, valued 
at twelue pence ſterling. 

Florinsor,s In Polandtheiraccountsare made by markes, and the Exchan 
ſhillings, * Vpon the doller, and alſo-vponthe florinof fortie andeight ſhillings, 
the marke being ; part of it. | 

In Ruſſia they haue ſmall coynes of eleuen ounces fifreene pennie 
weight fine, called Dengen, whereof three hundreth and ewentie 
peeces weigh but a marke of eight ounces. They Exchange vpon 
the doller of Germanie : but for London vpon their roble,which is 

Robleor mark double ducat,accounted to be a marke ſterling,or thirteene ſhillings 


fourc pence. 
Duca D3 ca. AtRomethey keepe their accounts by ducats Di Camera of thir- 
mera. teene Julie cucrie ducat,which. they diuide-in twentie ſhillings, and 


cuery ſhilling 12 pence. Their Exchange is alſo made ypon _ ſaid 
ucat 
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ducat de Camera, which for Lyons arc made payable in markes D'or, 
or of gold, ſocallcd,but arc imaginarie. W-: 

Ar Millaine,they keepe their Accounts by ducat imperial, diuided Narimpe 
by twentie ſhillings and twelue pence, and their Exchanges are made 
alſo vpon the ſaid ducat,accounting eightie ſhillings to the ducat im- 
pcriall.But all their buyings are made by a ducat currant of one hun- 
dreth and twentie ſhillings. 

At Venice they account by pounds Flemiſh, of tenne ducats of DucardiBanss 
twentic and foure groſſe, whichthey diuide in twentie ſhillings and 
twelue pence, alſo by the ducat of one hundreth twentic and foure 
ſhillings, called Ducato dj Banco, or currant, and thereupon Exchan- 
ges are made. \ 

At Florence they account by crownes of twentie ſhillings, and Ducar Largo, 
rwelue pence to the ſhilling,or by aducat called Largo, ur /cripto in ——— 
banco for Exchanges.Florin is twentieand foure Quatrinij. 

Ar Genoazall Accounts and Exchanges are made by crowns of fix- Crowves of 
tie ſhillings,diuided by twentie ſhillings and twelue pence ; and here © ®Lags 
are aboue fifteene Bankes or Exchangers. Y 

Ar Verona the Exchange is made ypon the Ducat of ninetiethree Ducar of 
ſhillings, and they make their accounts by twentie ſhillings, and 93 filings: 
twelue penceto the ſhilling. | 

At Luca Exchanges are made for diuers places in Italiez and for 
Lyons vpon the ducat. 

Ar Naples, they account by ducats, taries, and graines, the ducat Ducarof ten 
ten carlini, tarie is two carlinior two royalls, and Exchanges are <*\*: 
made hereupon for the moſt places of Iralie, But for Lyons, they 
Exchange by number, as one hundreth twentie and five ducats for 
one hundreth crownes, | 

In Calabria, Puglia,Exchanges are made vpon the ſaid ducat of 
ten carlini. | 

At Ancona exchange is made vpon the ducat of twentie and one Pucaref ar 
groſſe,which is i» pecie rwentie and three groſſe,and isalſo fourcteen © © 
carlini, of ſix Bollidini for a carline. | 

At Bolognia they account by Piaſtra or pound of twentie Bolog- Fiaftraor ©** 
neft:the Exchange is vpon the ducat of foure Piaſtri. ou 

At Palermoin Siſilia the ducat is thirteene taric, of two carlini 
the tarie, | 

The five royals of Spaine are fixe tarie, they account by ounces: pucar of thir? 
of thirtie tarie to twentie graines , cuerie taric and euerie graine tenctaric. = 
of {1xe-piccolie, and their Exchanges are made ypon florines of ſix 
tar!). | 

Ar Lyons in Fraunce, all their accounts by an edi& made in the' 
yeare 1577are tobe keptin French crownes of ſixtie ſoulz,or three SD 

n . - Crownes of 
pounds tournoys, and their Exchanges are made thereupon, vnleſle z,change. 
it be for ſome places in Italie , where they exchange fornumber,to 
haue ſomany ducats for ſo many crowns of the ſumme;,byrt not is ſpe= 
cie,vyhichis altogether imaginarie, yer reſpeQing value or Pax,” ' 
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' AtParis,Roan, &c. their Accounts and Exctringes vpon the ſaid 

crowne. 

Ducarof 3757 Tn Spainc,at Seuill, Madrill,and other places,their accounts are all 

6 kept by Maluedies,wherof three hundred ſeuentie and fue are eſtee- 

med to make a ducat of exchange of eleven ryalls, eucrie ryall is 
thirtie and foure Maluedies , and ſo maketh but three hundreth ſe- 
uentie and foure.Otkers keepe their accounts by ryalls of thirtie and 
foure Maluedyes in ryalls,as our Englifh Merchants do, and their Ex. 
changes are made vpon this imaginarie ducat of three hundreth ſe. 
uentie and five Malucdies , to be payed in Banke, with fiue vpon the 
thouſand,which is the ſallarie of the Bankerz or without the banke 
tobe payed without the ſame. 

DecardePeſs In Caſtile,their Exchanges are alſo made vpon the ducatof three 

or Dm. hundreth ſeuentieand fiue Maluedies, which they call in the Bill of 
Exchange Dacades d'oro,or de peſo,to be paicd out of the banke, is bet- 
ter by {1x or eight pro milliar. 

Ducar ofrz In thekingdome of Arragon, Barſelona, Valenſia, Saragoſſa, and 

Royalis Catalonia, the royall of plate is twentie andrhree dineros, and the 
ducat istwelue ryalls, whereupon they make their Exchanges : and 
their accounts are by twentie ſhillings and twelue pence tor cucry 
ducat of twelue royalls,as aforeſaid. 

Ducator Cru Ax Lixborne they keepe their accounts by Mill Reas, whereof 

aot400 133. foure hundreth Reas make a ducat, alias Cruſado. Mill Reas istwen- 
tie andtworoyalls of ten reftons, cucrie teſton is one hundreth reas. 
There is alſo teſtons of foure vintains, the royall is two vintains,and 
the Exchange is made vpon the ducar of foure hundreth &c. 

Sulraneesof - In Turkie at Aleppo, Tripoli,and Conſtantinople, by Sultanees of 

120apers: one hundreth and twentie aſpers, or dollers of cightic aſpers,cucrie 
aſper isten Macharines. 

At Alexandria in Zgypt, they account by ducats. There is ducat 

Pucatde ' de Pargo making three ducars of Venice, alſo Italian ducats of thir- 

<=: the 4 fiue maids, and the Venice ducat is better,and maketh fortic 
maids. 

Marke Scots. .. At Edenborough in Scotland , Exchanges are made vpon the 
marke peece of filuer,which is valued in England at 1 3 ; pennie, be- 
ing otherwiſe x 3 + pennie, or thirteenc ſhillings foure pence Scots: 
So one marke and a halfe Scots is twentie ſhillings Scors,and twentie 

Pound Scors, . pence ſterling is one pound Scottiſh , which is twelue to one . The 
18 pceces of twentie ſhillings, is by the ſaid Valuation twentie ſhil- 
lings three pence : and the Taker vp of the money at London,payeth 
for twelue pence the ſaid marke of 1 z 7 pence, at two or three mo- 
neths Time in Scotland, as they can agree. 

Pound Iriſh. At Dublin in Ireland the fifteene ſhillings ſterling, is one pound 

Iriſh of twentie ſhillings ; whereupon Exchanges arc made, with al- 

lowance of fixe pence or eight pence ypon euerie pound payable 

at London : and for want of a Mint no Bullion is imported thithcr, 


and Exchanges are diuerted into other parts. 


At 


_—_— 
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Ar London all Exchanges are made vpon the pound ſterling of Pound flerlnS 


twentic ſhillings, and twelue pence to the ſhilling, for Germanic, the 
Low-countreys, and other places of trafficke : and for France vp- 
on the French Crowne : for Italy , and Spaine, and other places 
ypon the Ducat, or forthe Doller and Florin in ſome places, accor- 
ding to the Cuſtome of theplace . Whereof more particularly is ro 
be obſerued inthe courſe of Exchanges. 


NY CRY CRY CY 26 
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CHare., IIIL 


Of the Times of Payment of Moneys by Exchange, 
and the Termes of Art Toſed therein. 


eZ HE diſcrepance of Time for thepayment of mo- 

y neysby Exchange, hatha regard to the diſtance 
as Of the place or places where the money is to bee 
payed: wherein we may conſider three kindes of 
@F diucrſities, called by the Termes of Art in mat- 
5@) tcr of Exchange ; at Sight, Vſance, and double 
"4 ? Vſance,or treble. 


of the moneys togiue his Bill of Exchange, direted vpon his friend 
FaQor or Seruant in any place beyondthe Seas, to pay vpon Sight of 
it,or within three,foure, or more dayes,ſo much money as hath been 
taken vp by him afterſuch arate the Pound,Doller,Ducat or Crown, 
as is agreed vpon betweene them in forraine coyne, citheraccordin 
to the Valuation of monies, or currant money for merchan diſe;which 
is more ordinarie, becauſe Merchants will admit ſometimes to re- 
ceiue ſome.coynes ata higher rate than they are valued, ypon occaſi- 
on that ſome Species are required for tranſportation ;-or ſome other 


The raking and deliuering money at Sight, bindeth the Taker vp ar sighr; 


vie to make paiments; whichtolleration is by authoritie many times CO of 


ſuffered to draw moneys vnto their places of juriſdition. Heerein is 
to benoted, Thar if the Bill be made payable at ſo many dayes Sighr, 
that the number of dayes muſt bee expreſſed in the Bill or Bills , for 
commonly there are made three Bills of one Tenor foreueric ſumme 
of _ taken vp, becauſe if one Bill bee loſt, the other may ſerue 
in place. 


The ſecond Time of payment called Vſance, which is either the Ar Vſance. 


Time of one moneth,two or three moneths after the date of the Bill 
of 
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of Exchange, as heercafter isdeclared, according to the Cuſtome of 
the places where theſe Exchanges doe runne: according to which 
Time the partic ( ypon whom the Bill of Exchange is directed) is to 
pay the ſame, vnlefſe there be good cauſe tothe contrarie,as ſhall ap. 
peare hereafter. 
Double V- The third Time of paiment, called double Vſance, is either two ? 
ens ir or more moneths, or alwayes double the Time of the Vſance,reſpec- 
* ting by Cuſtomethe courſe thereof : and many times Exchanges are 
made vpon the halfe Vſance, which is fifteene dayes .. But conſide. 
ring the wind and other hinderances, it is better to limit the dayes 
after Sighrin the Bill of Exchange, and to ſend the ſame by Sea and 
Land with a Letter of Advice, which the Taker of money common- 
ly dothdeliucr with the Bill of Exchange, whereunto the Bill ma- 
keth alſo relation, and treble Vance is accordingly. (TY 
Paymentsin There isanother Time forthe paiment of Exchanges,where great 
Mas * paymentsaremade, as in Faires or Marts, as at Madrill and Medina 
del Campo, by three Ferias in the yeare ; at Lyons by fourc pay ments 
yearely, andat Frankford twice euerie yeare,&c. 

The difference of the times of payment, doe alter the price of 
Exchanges according tothe Time, commonly after twelue, fifteene, 
or twentic inthe hundreth by the yeare: So betweene the pound ſter- 
ling Exchanged for the Low-countries at Sight and Vſance, is be- 
tweene foure and fiue pence, and double Vſance and Vance, fixe or 
feuen pence, which ordinarily was-accounted to bee but foure pence 
after xo pro 100, But for the Faires and Marrs it is verie vncertaine, 
becauſe the paymentsare all at one Time, and rhe neerer the Faires 

Conſideration are at hand, the more ſhall the Taker vp of the money laue by paying 

in Exchanges. [eſſe intereſt, becauſe he hath not had the vſe of the money trom the 
beginnigg that Exchanges were made for the Faircs , which in que- 
ſtionable matters is verie conſiderable. 

Vſance from Lofidon toand from Middleborough, Amſterdam, 
Antuerpe, =. and other places in the Low-countreys, is one 
moneths Time from the date of the Bill of Exchange ; and double 
Vſance is two moneths. | 

Vſance for Hamborough is two moneths, and for Venice three 
moneths. rib ag, 250 ; e y | 

Vſance from Antuerpto Rome, istwo monieths , and from Lyons 
toRomeonemoneth. | 

_ »  Vſancefrom Antuerpto Venice is two moneths, to bee payed in 
Banke. + | | 
. VſanceatFlorence istwo moneths, and from Florence to London 
three moneths. 

Vſance from GenoatoRome and Naples, is ten dayes Sight; and 
for Palermo and Antuerpis two moneths by ordinarie obſcruation, 
and ſo is Luca: | 

From Naples to Antuerp is two' monethes ; and the like for 


Palermo, | 
Viance 
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Vſance for Roan and Paris is onemoneth , but commonly atthree 


weekes Sight. 

From Antuerp and London to Seuill is two moneths. * 

Caſtile paymentsare in three Bankes, and Ferias de Fillalon, Medina 
del Campo and Medina del Rio Sicco, but many times prolonged by the 
King of Spaine. 

Vſance from Lixborne to London and Antuerp is two moneths, 
which Merchants are to know , becauſe the Bills of Exchanges doe 
not declare the ſame. 
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CHAP, V.. 
Of the Nature of Bills of Exchanges. 


of a Bill of Exchange from London to Amſterdam, and from Am- 
ſterdam to London againe, w#s. 


Lau Deo, Adi 20 Auguſt 1622,in London—5 008, 34 6d. 


AZ Pſance pay by this my firſt Bill of Exchange onto A. B. the ſumme of 

fine hundreth pounds ſterling, at thirtie fore ſhillings and fixe pence Fle- 
miſh, for exerie pound ſterling Currant money in merchandiſe, for the value 
hereof receined by me of C.D.and put it to account,as per aduice, A Dio,&c. 


G.M. 


On the Backefide is endorſed : To my lowing friend, Maſter W.C. 
Merchant at Amierdam, P*. 


This isthe forme of a Bill of Exchange for moneys delivered and 
taken vpat London for Amſterdam : the ſecond Bill doth differ in 
the addition of theſe words onely , At Venice not hauing payed by 


_ 


—— —O—  — — 
—— _ 


Lex» Mercatoria, 


_ Et En Ir ne ee 


— — — 
— ———_——————_——_ 


my firſt Bill, pay by this m 
there are commonly three Bils made;as aforeſaid. 


y ſecond Bill, and ſointhe third Bill: For 


Laus Deo, Adj 20 of September 1622 in Amſter- 
| dam———1o0 ®at 33/5 64. 


T FYſance pay this my firſt Bill of Exchange onto W . M. the ſumme of 
one bundreth pounds lawfall money of England ; for the value here by me 
receined of D. H. make him good payment and put it to your account ; God 


keepe you. 
" Subſcribed. W.C. 


On the Backeſide is endorſed : To my lowing friend » Maſter G.M. 
Merchant at London, P*. 


x Thisistheforme of a Bill of Exchange for moneys, taken yp 
at Amſterdam to bepayed in London, wherein the Time of payment 
may bee made at Sight, or ſo many dayes after Sight,or at double 
Vſance,according to the agreement: or the Bill may bee directed to 
my ſeruant, or to himſelfe or any other : or it may ſay , Put it to the 
account of ſuch a man. Burt the beſt is to referre it to the Letter of 
Aduice,and where the firſt Bill is noted P®.the ſecond muſt be 2*.and 
the third 3*. 

You maynot ſay inthe Bill, It may pleaſe you to pay , or I pray 
you toOpay ( although it were to your Maſter , ) for the Bill ( of his 
high Nature) doth carrie with ita Command without reſpe& of per- 
ſons, and moſt men will not vſe the words ( Make himgood Payment ) 
but the fewer words the more formall ; neither is there any witneſle 
vnto it, nor any ſcale, but a ſmall peece of paper of ſome two fingers 
broad : and the Letter of Aduice doth declare for whoſe account, or 
to what intent or purpoſe the ſaid money is taken vp ; which Letter 
of Aduice, doth accompanie the Bll of Exchange with the like in- 
{cription, with the words De adwiſo. | 

Alſo for moneys here deliuered ( where the ground of Exchange 
is of the twentic ſhillings whereupon the Exchange is made)you may 
not expreſſe what the ſterling money maketh in Flemiſh money ; not 
{o much forthat by miſcaſting you might make your ſelfe lyable, as 
forthat it is not mannerly to caſt vp another mans account : neither 
may you make a Bill of Exchange payable to the bearer or bringer 
thereof ( as you make your Bills Obligatorie beyond the Seas) to 
auoid the inconuenience which might happen in derogation of the 
nobleneſle of rhe ſaid Bill of Exchange, which euerie Merchant is to 
maintaine . All other Billes of Exchanges for Germanic , Spaine, 
Traly, France, the Low-countreys, Portugall, or any other places be- 
rweenethem,toand from place to place, doe not differ in the forme, 
but in the manner of the moneys to be payed in Banke, or out of the 
Banke, or in ſuch a Faire or Mart, at ſuch times and in ſuch moneys 
according tothe Countreys. R 
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2 The Bankers and diuers Italians haue a cuſtome, that for the mo- 
neys taken by them, or for their companie,or any other,one of their 
ſeruants doth make the Bills of Exchange, and he ſubſcribeth the 
name of him,or of the Companie for whom it was taken vp : and the 
maſter he doth write vnder the ſaid Bill Pagate come fi dice, that is to 
ſay,Pay as it is ſaid ;and this goeth as currant amongſt Merchants as 
. any other Bill made by the parties owne hand, andall proceedings 
thereupon aredone accordingly. 

They hauealſoan ordinarie cuſtome to transferre and put ouer 
their Bills of Exchanges before they are made, vnto any other per- 
ſon, as for example. 

Onein Antuerpe doth deliuer by Exchange fiue hundreth pounds 
ſterling, tobe paied here in London vntoanother Merchant there, 
who is to make him a Bill of Exchange for the ſame: afterwards 
within two or three daies this deliuerer of money hath occaſi- 
on to take vp fiue hundreth pounds for London, and hauing taken 
the ſame of another Merchant, he is romake himalſoa Bill of Ex- 
change for this money , as the other Merchant was to make him for 
the fiue hundreth pounds which he did deliuer him by Exchangefor 
London,as aforeſaid. Hereupon he knowing the name of the partie in 
London to whom the other mans money was tobe made payable, 
cauſed the Bill of Exchange tobe madepayablero the ſaid partie,as 
he ſhould haue done with his owne proper Bill of Exchange, and 
whereas the value ſhould be mentioned to be receiued of the ſecond 
man, that did deliuer him the money, he cauſcth both of them to be 
named in the Bill,and ſometimes three or fourearenamed in the ſaid 
Bill(if itbe ſooften rechanged) by ſaying, For the value receiued of 
ſuch a man for ſuch a man and ſucha man,vpon the account of ſuch a 
man. This is goodat all aſſsies,for the reuerence which is borne to 
Bills of Exchanges, and by theſe meanes there is charges and fato- 
ridge ſaued between the parties : beſides the commodiouſneſſe, that 
one man doth writ and ſend this Bill of Exchange for all thoſe that 
did change and rechange there the ſaid money, which is nor done all 
in one ſumme, and with one Bill of Exchange ; burthe ſumme ma 
be made vp by many Bills of Exchange payable all to that man, al- 
rhough it be by diuers perſons : ſuch and the like courſes are dayly 
vied and praQtiſed beyond the ſeas without interruption in matter of 
Exchange, which may ſeeme to be intricate. | 

This courſe of dealing is altogether ſtrange to the common laws 
of England,and cannot be dererminedthereby. For whereas ( with 
the aduice of Merchants)ſome matters vpon Bills of Exchanges haue 
beene tried vpon an Aion of Aſſumpſit, here is neither confiderati- 
on nor Aſſumpſit to be proued, vnleſle the Bill had beene accepted, 
whercin are many obſeruations; 

To make this more apparanttherefore, let vs illuſtrate this by ex- 
ample. Peter deliuererh fiue hundreth pounds to John, who is to giue 
the Bill of Exchange for it ; Peter taketh vp fiue hundreth pounds of 

William 
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William, and may giue him the ſaid Bill of Joby for it ; William taketh 
vp five hundreth pounds of Nicholas,and may deliuer John and Peters 
Bill for it ; Nicholas taketh yp five hundreth pounds of Francs,& doth 
give him the Bill of 7ohn,making mention of Peter and William. Here 
are foure takers vp of money, and bur effeually one deliuerer of 
money,which is Francs : for albcit that Peter was the firſt deliverer 
of the fiue hundreth pounds, he became a taker againe of the ſaid 
money, recciuing the ſame of William; ſothat gradatim, Jobnis the 
firſt taker vp of the ſaid fiue hundreth pounds, Peter is the ſecond 
taker vp, William is the third taker vp, and Ntchol4 is the fourth ta- 
ker vp of the ſaid five hundreth pounds of Francs. To this Fraxcis 
isthe Bill of Exchange giuen,payable to his friend, fator, or ſeruant 
in the place for which the money was taken vp . But the faid Bill 
is made by 7ohn the firſt taker vp of the ſaid money, declaring that 

the value of it was receiued of Peter for Williamand for Nicholas vp- 

on the account of Francis, whichis the laſt delivererof the money: 

which Bill being payed,all the parties in this Exchange are ſatisfied 

and paied ; andthisis done with great facilitic. 

4 There isalſo a cuſtome, that moneys are taken by Exchange 
for a certaine place, by men who are.not generally knowne, and 
therefore muſt vſe the credit of another man,asa third perſon ig the 
Exchange. If this man do ſubſcribe his name to the third or ſecond 
Bill of Exchange, it is ſufficient, and will be duely performed ac- 
cordingly. | | 

5 Itisalſfo ordinarie, that a maſter to draw money from his ſer- 
uant into his owne hands, ora merchant in the like caſe from his fa- 
or,will makea Bill of Exchange payable to ſome other perſon,and 
ſay inthe Bill of Exchange, For the valuereceiued of ſuch a one, na- 
ming afriend of his,as he taketh the faid perſon to be , if the ſeruant 
or fator do accept this Bill, he will be made to pay it; and if this 
perſon whoſe name hath beene vſed will deale vniuſtly , the ma- 
{ter or merchant ſhall be remedileſſe, vnleſſe he haue ſome colla- 
terall writing tor the ſame , becauſe the Billof Exchange muſt be 
maintained. 

6 Againe if a knowne ſeruant do take vp moneys beyond the 
ſeas, vpon hismaſter, and giuehis Bill of Exchange forit vpon the 
ſaid maſter, the maſter is liable topay the ſame,although he did not 
accept the Bill of Exchange ; for itis vnderſtood, that by his credit 
(and not by the ſeruants credit) the money hath beenetaken vp ; fo 
that vntill he make a publicke declaration, denouncing his ſeruant to 
the Brokers of Exchanges and otherwiſe, the maſter is to pay all by 
the Cuſtome of Merchants tobe kept inniolable. 

7 Thereisalſoa cuſtome, that a maſter vnto his ſeruant , or one 
friendynto another, will ſend Bills of Exchanges, with the names 
in blanke, from one countrie intoanother, as from Hamborough to 
Embden, or from Antuerpe to Amſterdam, and from'thence to 


Danſficke : and at Amſterdam the names are putin to whom to = 
; paicd, 


Lex Mercatoria. 


- 


payed, and of whom receiued ; and this dependeth vpon thecre- 
dit of him that madethe Bill of Exchange,and this is alſoaccompli- 
ſhed veric orderly. 

8 Againe a Merchant may take by Exchange (in another mans 
name, or in his owne nameand another mans name together) money 
to be paicd inany place where Exchangeis vied , and ſubſcribe his 
name, and that mans name, or that mans name alone : and this man 
(whole name is vſed) is liable and anſwerable to the ſaid Exchange, 
if it beproucd that it was done, or the like vied to be done by thar 
other partie with his conſent orpriuitie, for toauoid inconueniences 
inthe courſe of Exchanges. 

9 Nay this goeth yer further to be conſidered of in equitic and ſo 
ene if a man dotake vp money forany place by Exchange 
poſits, from London to Middleborough,and there the money is payed, 
and takenvp againe by Exchange for Antuerpe, andthere it is alſo 
paied by money taken vp for Amſterdam,and at Amſterdam it is pai- 
ed,for the ſaid money was taken vpthere againe for Middlebdrough, 
and at Middleborough it was againe returned and takenvpfor Lon- 
don in one or more ſummes running in accountbetweene all theſe 
parties dealing therein ; but here at Londonit is not ipaied,but goeth 
backeagaine to Middleborough by Proteſt , and there the taker vp 
of it becommeth inſoluent. Now if it beproued that thoſe moneys 
were originally taken vp in London by the credit of thar firſt taker, 

which hath beene a principall cauſe of the continuance of it by 
Exchange, this man of London is:to be charged with it as: 
well as the taker vp of the moneys beyond the ſeas. 
Thus may we ſee how tenderand noble aBill of 
Exchange is of nature,which by the pro- 
ceeding thereupon will be made 

moreapparant, 

».x) | 


Of the Non-accepration of Bills of Exchanges,and Cuſtomes 
obſerued concerning the ſame. 


EMHis high nature of a Bill of Exchange,requireth ſuch 
871 preciſcneſſe of proceedings to ſee the performance 
| thereof, that cueric man ought to be verie vigilant to 
& obſcrue the ſame : and therefore as ſoone as a Mer- 
By chant recciueth a Bill of Exchange,whether it be pay- 
- = ableat Sight, Vſance, or double Vſance, he is to pre- 
ſentthe ſaid Bill of Exchangetothe partie vpon whom ir is directed, 
toknow whether he will accept the ſame, whichif hedo,or promiſe 

Firſt obſerua- (by writingvnder it'the word Accepted, or with the addition of his 
_ name,Acceptedby me A. B.) then the partie is to pay it at the time 
contained:in the Bill {bur if the ſaid partie be not reſolued to accept 

the ſame, then aftertwentic and fourehoures paſt,it is conuenient to 

preſent him the faid Bill wich a Notarie to make intimation of it 

vntohim, and toknow whether he will accept che ſame, as you did 

before : ifhe denie to accept it,then the Notarie doth Proteſt againſt 

him in words, that the Merchant doth intend to recoueral! damma- 

ges which he,or the deliuerer of the money beyond the ſeas,or him- 

ſelfe for others might orſhall ſuſtaine thereby, whereuntothe partie 

needeth not to makeany replie : but if he doe, and withall defire the 

Notarie to declare the ſame in the Notariall Act or Proteſt whichhe 

maketh for the Non-acceptation, then the Notarie is to put it down 

in writing accordingly , and to deliuer the ſame to the Merchant to 

be ſent beyond the ſeas with all expedition, becauſe the deliuerer of 

the money there may take notice of it, and ſecure himſelfe of the 

partie,if there be cauſe, and in the ſending of this Proteſt og ntima- 

tion. The opportunitie of the firſt Poſt is to be obſerued to ſend the 


ſame by. 
Second obſer= If the Merchant tro whom the Bill is payable were abſent, or 
BAYON. ſicke, or departed this life ; neuertheleſſeany friend or ſcruant of 


his may cauſe this Proteſt to be made by the Notarie, who doth 
declare the name of him at whoſe requeſt he doth preſent the ſaid 
Bill of Exchange, 


It 
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If the partie vnto whom the Bill of Exchange isdireted bee 
abſent or will not be found, the Notarie may proceed neverthelefle, 
and goe to his lodging or dwelling houſe, and leaue afterwardes the 
copie' of the Proteſt with ſome of the honſe, or throw tle ſame 
within doores, and keepe a note of it againſt the next time... Bur 
theſe Proteſts muſt be made at conuentent houres , neither too early 


Thirdobſeruas 
10N. 


in the morning or too late in the euening, neither vpon- Sabbath . 


dayes'or Holy dayes, but (as it were) Sedente Curia, when any 
Courts of Iuſtice bee open. 

Before the time of the payment of the ſaid Bill, the partie may 
notwithſtanding accept the ſaid Bill and pay it at the time ; or ano- 
ther man may accept the Bill for the Honor of it, if you take that 
other man to be ſufficient ; wherein the danger is nothing, for all 
others remaine ſtill anfwerable, and you haue oneman more bound 
by the ſaid hisacceptation : which hec doth in theſe words, CAceep- 
ted by mee A,B. for the Honor of the Bill, 

' If this man at the time, doth pay the ſaid Bill of Exchange, be- 
cauſe the partie vpon whom it was directed doth not , yet hee is to 
make firſt before hee doe pay the ſame a Proteſt , witha declaration 
that hee hath payed the ſame for the Honor of the Billof Exchange, 
whereby toreceiue the money againe of him that had made the Bill 
of Exchange. 

If a Bill of Exchange be accepted, and neuertheleſſe not payed,or 
that it be not accepted, as aforeſaid , and remaineth vnpayed : then 
muſt you cauſe the Notarie to make a ſecond Proteſt for the non 
payment of it, and therein declare that you pretend to recouer all 
damages, charges, and intereſts againſt the maker of the Bill, orany 
other intcreſt inthe ſaid Exchange and Rechange, which muſt be de- 
clared in the faid Proteſt by a ſworne Broker of Exchanges, who gi- 
ueth notice of the price of Exchange to the Notarie; and if there be 
cauſe or hope of payment, you may keepe this Proteſt twoor three 
dayes in your hands without danger, orelſe ſend it away to bee reco- 
uered beyond the Seas of him that made the Bill of Exchange and 


tooke yp the money there. 


Fourth obſcr-! 
uation, 


Filth obſerya- 
tion. 


Sixth obſcrum 
tion. 


- Bur if this Bill were accepted here, then is it lawfullrodemaund Scventhobſers 


payment of it by Law or otherwiſe, both here and beyond the Seas 
at your pleaſure vnrill the Bill be ſatisfied ; neither may the partie 
that made the Bill leaue it vnpaid ( without diſcredit) vntill hce 
that hath accepted the ſame doe pay it or bee compelled thereunto 
by Law ; for there muſt bee plaine and honeſt dealing in it both 
wayes : and if the partie that did accept the Bill, doe afterwardes 
breake before the time of payment, the giuer of the Bill, orany 
_ whoſe credit hath beene vſed therein are ſtill anſ{werable 
for all. 


uation, 


There muſt be great regard had of the Letterof Aduice, and the Eighth cbſer- 


Bill of Exchange, and for what account the ſame is to bee payed be 
fore you accept the ſame : For if a Bll ſhall ſay, Put it tothe ac- 
M m 3 count, 
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count of ſuch a man, and the Letter of Aduice ypon ſome occa- 
ſion ſhall alrer the ſame ; you cannot ſafely pay this Bill of Ex- 
change, but muſt declare the ſame by way of Proteſts, otherwiſe 
the Bill of Exchange may bee conſtrued againſt you, if there bee 
differences in account, whereupon the matter may come in{que- 
ſtion. 
Ninhobſer= © Againe, if a mandoe accept a Bill of Exchange within himſelfe, 
; as being made -payable to himſelfe, and hee doth it vpon ano- 
ther ( than cither the Bill of Exchange or the Letter of Aduice 
_ doth ſignifie ) hee muſt alſo make a Proteſt declaring the (ame, 
or hee ſhall pay it in his owne wrong by the Cuſtome of Mer- 


—————— 


chants. 
Temhobſer- - Tf a man doe pay a Bill of Exchange before it bee due , vn- 
I to one that doth breake afterwardes, hee ſhall bee compelled to 


pay the ſame againe vnto the deliuerer of the money, in whoſe 
power it is to diuert the payment, 'or to cauſe the Bill to beealte- 
red and made payable to another during all the time of the pay- 
ment. 
Elevemhob- | Tf a Bill of Exchange be intercepted by any meanes, and taken 
leruatio. from the Poſt that ſhould haue brought the ſame , andthe partie to 
whom the Bill is payable hauingaduice of ir by other Letters, doth 
come to him ypon whom the ſaid Bill was directed, and defirerh his 
promiſe of acceptation, without that the Bill is ſhewed him, and af- 
terwards doth pay him the ſameaccordingly,withour taking any Bill 
of Exchange forit ; this payment is not good nor lawfull by the 
Cuſtome of Merchants, and the deliuerer of the money beyond the 
Seas will recouer it of youagaine. 
Twelfth obſer- - If Proteſt of non payment be made of a Bill of Exchange, which 
| hath beene ſet ouer or transferred to many perſons, as in the caſe be- 
fore declared, where Francis was the laſt deliverer : then all the par- 
ties interreſſed in that Exchange are anſwerable for it, infomuch that 
0 Peter who was the firſt deliuerer of the money, and afterwardes be- 
camea taker, doth beare aduenture of all vntill the Bill bee payed, 
and ſo doe all the other takersnamed in the Bill. As for example, 
Francs the partie who tooke this Bill , as being deliuerer of it at laſt 
muſt goe a retrograde courſe heerein , if /ohn who made the Bill 
and was the firſt taker vp doe not pay the ſame : Francs then 
ſeeketh Nicholas, Nicholas ſceketh William, William ſecketh Peter, and 
Peter ſeeketh John, the firſt taker of the money of him . Suppoſe 
Tohn is broken, then hee goeth to Peter, If Peter broken , then 
to William , if William broken, then to Nicholas , if Nicholas broken, 
then all is loſt. Sothat all of them are anſwerable to this Bill, as 
aboueſaid. 
Theſe twelue obſcruations, are to be kept and maintained by the 
Cuſtome of Merchants, concerning Bills of Exchanges, as carefully 
and ſeriouſly as the Romances did their Law of twelue Tablcs lo 
much celebrated by them. «8 T 
ere 
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- There happened of late acaſeworthy the confideration for-mat- 
ter of Exchange: A Merchant of Antucrp being indebted'vntoano- 


ther Merchant there, did deliuer ſeuerall-Bills of Exchanges for the were accepred- 


ſammeof 800 @ ypon a Merchant in London:, whodid acceprtall 
the ſaid Bils of Exchanges,which were payable art Vſance and double 
Vſance ; after this the Merchant that gaue the ſaid Bills in Antuerp 
tothe other Merchant,did breake-: heereupon the Merchant at Lon- 
don repenting himſelfe to haue accepred theſaid Bills ) maketh In- 
rimation by a Notarietothe parties ro whom the Bills were pajable, 
that hee did not intend:to pay the ſaid Bills , becauſe the partie bro- 
kenin Agguerp had not receiued the value of the money of the other 
Merchant there. , although the Bills of Exchanges did acknowledge 
the receir, for the Bills: were giuen-ypon accounts betweene them, 
which were tobe made vp, and hee was nor: to cleeretheir accounts, 
andthe partic broken did owe vnto him farre greater ſummes.. The 
parties at London anſwered the Notarie, that they looked to bee 
payed according to the. acceptation of the Bills of Exchanges, and 
for other matters they had nothing to doe therewith . Interim, the 
partie at London who. had accepred the Bills. dyed, and ſo all the 
Bills returned Proteſted ,, and the matter reſted vndetermined:: but 
the opinion of other Merchants and my owne is, That the acceptor 
of the Bills was to pay them, andihis heires and executors are lyable 
thereunto, vnleſſe there were found: an apparant combination and 
practiſe in it betweene the two Merchants of Antuerp, as was by ma- 
ny ſuſpected. Thus much concerning the obſeruations of Exchanges. 
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CHa?, VIL. 
Of Notaries, Intimations, and Proteſts. 


RYE HE Intimations of Notaries well and orderly made, 
SIO SS may bc called tobe true Probation of the Originalls 
DO ENG inthe Courts of Law and Equitie,whereby the bet- 
© ter foundation may bee laid in all litigious cauſes, 
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whereof Intimations are a manifeſtation , and Pro- 
teſts ( as being more ſenſible) are meines of the redreſle thereof: 
both theſe haue a tripartite reference-in the courſe of trafficke to 
Commodities, Money, and Exchange of Money by Bills of Exchan- 
m3 gesz 


which take their feeling beginning of a wrong done, Thetimeof 
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ges,accerding to which wee are to make our declaration , obſeruing 
firſt and formoſt that-the-time ra make the ſaid? Intimations and Pro- 
 . teſts muſtbee abſerued;' both for dayes and hovures, as bath beene no- 
ted; for the houres conuenient, arewhen the ations of men-are pub. 
likely done in the day time,neither too carly-nor too Jare:, but (as ir 
were)at ſuch'time as matters arc ordinarily heard in judiciall-Conrts, 
wherein the Sabbath;dayes and Holy-dayes are'excepted, which 
| they are likewiſe to obſerue.- 2 NON 
Commodities =For.commoditics bought or fold, to be delinercd at or before ſuch 
_ h _ a day, it:is not-ſufficient to make Intimationandtotender the com- 
'  modities before the day ; but it muſt alſo bee done ypon _— day, 
and totake witneſſe of it: and if the commodities be not of the good- 
neſſe that they ought:to be by the contra or bargaine made, and ne- 
uerthcleſſe for ſonie cauſes you doe not hold conuenient to refuſe 
them ;lerthere be made a Notariall Inſtrument or A concerning 
thedefeRiueneſſe of the commodities, with a proteſtation of your 
intentionto recouerall your damages and loſſes ſuſtained or liketo 
beſuſtained thereby, which will be verie auailable vntoyou vpon all 
occaſions. This is much obſerued beyond the Seas, eſpecially vpon 
the ladings of Ships which areto take in the ſame, orelſe may in- 
curre a further danger vntothe Charter-partie of fraighrment. And 
whereas the maſter of the ſhip will makea Proteſt againſt you, if his 
lading benot readieartheday appointed or agreed ypon, ſois it rea- 
ſonable, that you make-the like, Proteſt = the partie that ſold 
you the commoditic tobe deliuered at ſuch aday : and if it doe fall 
outthat you haue committed the like fault,and thereupon a Proteſt is 
made againſt you,and the Notarie will craueyour anſ{were, to be re- 
corded, that thereupon at conuenient time ſome aduantage may be 
taken againſt you,(the not anſwering being raken to be diſcourteous 
or bruitiſh) the ordinaric anſwere is, Yideo gf taceo, or, I do heare and 
ſee;which words the Notarie doth inſert in his A, Intimation, or 
Proteſt, 
Moneys py. If Intimations, Proteſts, or Witneſſes bee made concerning the 
able by Bonds receit and payments of moneys ypon Bonds, or other cuidences li- 
or Specialdes. ited to a day, you are then to obſerue the laſt houre of the day 
and to tender, or to attend for moneys to bee payed or to be re- 
ceived vntill Sunne ſet, at the place where the ſame is to bepaied, 
and commonly ſtay there one houre after Sunne ſet with witneſ- 
ſes : and it the houſe, lodging, or place be ſhut vp,; make your 
tender or demaund vpon the threſhold of the doore, but the mo- 
ney muſt be told enen,and then put vpagain into the bags, and torake 
notice and witneſſes of it ; vnder their hand writing of the day and 
': houre when the money was tendred; or on the other {ide when it was 
-»» demanded . But this laſtis incaſe when moneys are made paiable vp- 
Money pelents on reaſonable demand . For albeit that moneys ſimply acknow- 
Meedmang, IEdgcd to bee owing by Bill or Bond, without limitation of time 
tor the payment, are taken to bee due 3#/o fads , that is as ſoone 
| as 
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as you did ynderwrite the {aid Bill or Bond-* yet eiuilitic requi< 
reth a kind of Intimatiow2nd. demaund, which. is. the: reaſon that 
by the Civile Law, althougha Bill-hatie-a time limited for the pay+ 
ment, yet if the ſame be thirtie yeares old;and hath þeene neuer de- 
maunded,it is void of courſe; and cannot'be recouered by thar laws 
And Bills made 'vpon reaſonable demaund{if they -be not demanded 
in feuen yeares, whichis accounted for:the life of .man; jt is; void al- 
ſo ; forthere-muſt be adererminate coutſe.in all rhings; or acontitu- 
ance by way of reuiuer ::therefore lands holden in: quict poſſeflion 
for the ſpace of-fixtie yeares, is a perpetuall inherirance. by the ſaid 
Law. | | pat ict t 
-If moneys payable vpon 


ken,or robbed vponthe high way, or otherwiſe, wherety the bond; 


could not be paied ypon theday, yer is it neceflarie to make Intima- 
tion of it, at the place where the ſame was to be paicd;, to auoid all 
ſuch aduantages as may be taken thereupon,vpon the redemprion. of 
Lands or Leaſes, Tewels, or any other commodities, *wherein:the 
Courtsof Equitie will rclicueaman hereupon the ſoener; for it''is 
ademonſtration of a good-will and intention preuented by ſuch:a 
miſchieuous accident; irs fs? 


Et fi defint vires, tamen eſt landanda woluntas. 


OE— 


the forfeiture of a bond;haue beene ta- Moneys raken 


which were 
payable ypon 
a torfcirure. 


Concerning Iritimations and: Proteſts to be made.vpon Bills.of For none? _ 


Exchanges, for the non-acceptation of payment; itis to be noted,that 
the firſt Proteſt which is in thenarure of Intimation, requireth! more 
celcritic than the other : and albeir, rhat by cuſtome the partie who 
is toaccept the ſame hath twentie and foure houres reſpite to deli- 
beratc 0s whe he giueth kis anſwere, neuertheleſle it is not good to 
loſe any time in the making of the Proteſt of acceptation. Forif 
there be no- pregnant cauſe, the Proteſt may be left in the hands 
of the Notarie for a while; but your diligence cannot be diſcom- 
mended. | 


Bil of ——_ 


cbange. 


_ F d . , ; " _ 
This Proteſt being made.,and afterwards the Bill of Exchangebe Foc pong oy 


commeth. duc , the Notarie is the fitteſt man to demaund the pay- 
ment, or to Proteſt , vnleſle. the partie ypon whom-the- ſame is 
direQed, do giuenoticethat he will pay the ſame,which/done there 
isanend. | | \ 

If a Bill of Exchange (by contrarie wind,or other occaſions)be ſo 
longvypon the way, that the Vſance, or the time limited by the Bill 
be expired,and being preſented tothe partie for the paymentyhe will 
not pay the ſame, then the Notarie doth make the Proteft, both for 


of Exchange, 


the non-accepration,and for the non-payment, reciting the Bill of 


Exchange werbatim. And moreouer he calleth vnto him/ſome ſworne 


Brokerof Exchange, to know how the price of Exchange runneth The maner of 


at Vſance forthe place where the money was taken vp, and: he mas 
keth of ira declaration in the Proteſt, according vnto whichyit muſt 
| be 


Fn 


F 
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Pokitiue price 
of Exchange, 


beanſwered beyond the ſeas, with Change, Rechange, Brokeridge, 
and all Charges, which muſt be paied according vnto Vſance from 
London to the place aforeſaid . As for example, Syppoſe the ſumme 
were one hundreth pounds fterling, taken vpat Amſterdam for Lon- 
don;payable ar'Vſance, which is one moneths time, at thirtie three 
ſhillings and eight Flemiſh money for one pound ſterling ; for which 
was recciued at Amſterdam,in that money,one hundreth fixtie and 
eight pounds, ſix ſhillings,and eight pence. The Bill not being paied 
heerc,and the price of Exchange being certified by: the Broker and 
the 'Notaries Proteſt, to be at thirtie foure ſhillingsſix pence trom 
London to Amſterdam : Hereupon the account is caſt ypat Amfter- 
dam accordingly,which commeth to one hundteth ſcucntie and two 
pounds and' ten ſhillings. Adde hereunto Brokerixdge, and port of 


Letters here andat Amſterdam, and ſometimes FaQtoridge,which is 


together one in the hundrerh, which amountethto thirtic and foure 
ſhillings ; ſohe receiueth at Amſterdam one hundreth ſeuentic foure 
pounds and-foure ſhillings for the payment of this Proteſted Bill, 
which is fiue pound ſeuenteene ſhillings foure pence more than hee 
had disburſed, which he payeth for the vic of the money for two 
moneths,and ſo for other Bills &c. 


SENATE. EITL 


Of Reciprocal and double Exchanges. 


? Helike cuſtoms are obſerued inall Reciprocaland 
y Double Exchanges, made betweene Merchants 
z for ſeveral places, without disburſing of any mo- 
ney on either {ide where the ſaid Exchanges are 
K - & made,but being meerely depending vpon the pai- 
C&- 9J.COc> ) ments to be made in forreine parts. 
—EY FR Theſe Exchanges arc either Poſitive between 
the parties, or Accidentall . The Poſfitiue Exchanges l1.aue a cer- 
taine price agreed ypon berweene both parties, Reciprocally Ex- 
changing one with another : As forexample,_4.B8. of London hath 
a continuall trade of Hamſhire Kerfies for Venice by the way of 
Germanie, and maketh his returne altogether by Exchange: C.D.'of 
London alſo. hath on the other fide a continuall trade for Redding 
and Kentiſh colour Clothes for Antuerpe , where hauing made mo- 
| ney 
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ney of his clothes,he cauſeth the ſame to be made ouet by Exchange 
for Venice, to be imployed there in Organfine filke, or other com- 
modities to be ſent for London, Theſe two Merchanrs(confidering 
each others trade, and the aduenture of delinering their moneys by 
Exchange to others beyond the ſeas , wherein they muſt truſt rheir 
FaRtors or Seruants, or they muſt take vp the moneys by Exchange 
themſelnes with ſome diſaduantage ) do make an agreement and 
contract of — betwene them, That CM. B. ſhall cauſe from 
time to time for and during the terme of one yeare(all the moneys 
whichhe ſhall haue at Venice) tobe deliuered tothe Factor of C.D. 
at Venice : and the ſaid C.D. ſhall cauſe in like mannerall the moneys 
which he hathat Antuerpe to be deliuered to the Fator of _A.8. 
at Antuerpe, who maketh ouer this money ynto him by Exchange, 
either direQtly for London,or for ſome other place,as Amſterdam or 
Hamborough,and ſo from thence for London, according as he obſer- 


Obſeruation 


ot the courſe 


ueth the courſe of Exchange tobe moſt beneficiall for himſelfe ; oras ot Exchange 
the Factor (if he be judicious) ſhall obſerue rhe-ſame for him. By this for _ moſt 
agreement or contra@,the ſaid two Merchants doagreeand conclude FO" 


betweene thema ſet or Poſitiue price of Exchange, as well for Ve- 
nice,as for Antucrpe, whereby the ducat of Venice ſhall be rated at 
ſo many pence Flemiſh for the money which isreceiuedat Antuerp, 
or the pound Flemiſh may be valued in ſterling money after arate, 
and the ducatof Venice likewiſe. And hereuporithey do cleeretheir 
accounts betweenethem oncea yeare accordingly, which ſometimes 
is done with allowance of intereſt for the di'crepance of time, if it 
be without Bills of Exchanges,and done only by Letters of Aduice, 
or Acquittances of receipts to reckon by , which is more yſuall in 
theſe Poſitive Exchanges, where the price is agreed vpon in certain- 
tie for ſucha time. 


The Accidentall Reciprocall Exchanges on the contrarie are vn- Accideneall 
certaine in their price, and alrcr from time torimeas thecourſe of yas 
Exchange runneth : As for example, A. B.calleth vnto hima Broker * 


of Exchanges,and telleth him, that he hath occafion to take vp one 
thouſand ducats for Venice, and that he is to make ouer the ſaid mo- 
ney for Antuerpe, and will know the price for both places : the Bro- 
keranſwereth,that he will effe& the ſame, and that the price of Ve- 
nice is fiftie and ſix pence for the ducat,and for Antuerpe thirtieand 
three ſhillings Flemiſh for the pound ſterling : and preſently after he 
commeth to 4.B. the Merchant againe, and telleth him , that C.D. 
the Merchant is contented to deliuer him the thouſand ducats for 
Venice, and to take vp the ſame forhim againe for Antuerpe either 
at the ſame prices, or thereabouts, Theſe thoufand ducats at fiftie fx 
_ do amount to two hundreth thirtie and three pounds (ix ſhil- 

ings and eight pence ſterling, for which C. D. giuerh Bills of Ex- 
changes for Antuerpe to be paicd there at Vſance,which is one mo- 
neths time from the date of the Bills after#he rate of thirtie three 
ſhillings Flemiſh for twenty ſhillings,or one poand fterling:and x. : 
giveth 
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giueth his Bills of Exchanges Reciprocally to C.D. for the thouſand 
ducats to bepaicdat Venice at, Vſance, which is three moneths after 
the date of the ſaid Bills : and here is no money paicd on cither ſide 
at London, and yet the Bills of Exchanges ſay the -vſuall words(for 
the value recciued of each other)according to their agreement;, and 
both parties ſend their-Bills of Exchanges for the aforeſaid places. 
Not long after, it fallethout,that the Bill of Exchange that C,D.gaue 
for Antuerpe commeth- backe againe by Protcſt for the non-accep- 
tation, and not long after that, another Proteſt for the non-payment 
of the ſaid Bill. Hereupon A.B, commeth or ſendeth to C.D. tor to 
haue ſatisfaRtion for this Bill of Exchange dcliucred him for Ant- 
verpe, and C.D.giveth him full ſatisfaction of it,with the rechange 
and charges according to the ſaid cuſtomes, if he be a ſubſtantiall 
man of credir and repuration : foralthough the ſaid C.D.was the firſt 
deliuerer of the money vato A. B.by the thouſand ducats for Venice, 
.. and mightalleage that hee received no money of him, but a Bill of 

Exchange for Venice, whereof hee had no aduice whether it were 
accepted or not ; yetſuchis thepreciſe and commendable Cuſtome 
vied in Exchanges, that hee may not ſtand vpon any cuaſions or alle. 
oations, which mjghtinterrupr the faid courſe without manifeſt diſ- 
creditvntohim, vnleſſe there were cauſe of doubt that the Bills of 
Exchanges of A. B. ſhould not bee accompliſhed at Venice , neither 
may 4. B. ( without-giſcredit ) countermand the payment of the 
thouſand Ducats at Venice, vnleſſe there were iuſt cauſe to call the 
credit of C, D. in queſtion, For the manner of theſe Exchanges are 
vſuall inall the places of great Exchanges, as Lyons, Bizanſon, Ma- 
drill and Venice, where the moſt ſtanding Bankes arc, and where 
they doe get money ingeniouſly by the calculation ypon their pay- 
mentsat the Faires or Markets, by intermiffive times cither twice or 
thrice withinthe yeare, in regard whereof, and to auoid this obſer- 
uation inthat ſtrikneſſe, they haue vſied to ſay in their Bills of Ex- 
changes , Per la Yalmia Cambiata, for the value exchanged with ſucha 
one, and not for the value receiued as aforcſaid, becauſe they make 
their paiments(as it were)all at one time,which 1s otherwiſe in thoſe 
places where no Bankes are kept,or may be alſo in ſome of theſe pla- 
ces if the money be payable without the Banke, as we hauc noted 
before. 

Many Merchants trafficking onely in Exchanges becomegood ob- 
ſcruers, and as ingenious as tl. Bankers themſelues, according tothe 
Adage Fabricanao fabri fimus , whereby they know thevariation of 
their Compaſle,and the points todirec their courſe by , obſeruing 
the Accidentall cauſes of great payments of moneys to be made in 
lomeplaces, andof imployment to be made vypon commodities in 
ſome other places, orthe ſcarcitie of money for ſome places,andthe 
plentie for other places , or the generalitie of both, calling it asthe 
Spaniards ſay Za plac offi larga lo eftrecha, The exchange or place is 


ſtreight or plentious ; ſo that thoſe Merchants ( running with the 
| ſtreame) 
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ſtreame ) can make their Exchanges beneficiall vnto themſelues, and 
that without Stocke or Capitall of their owne ; but meerely by ta- 
king vp money for one place, and deliuering the ſame for another 
place, at an vndervalue in the price of Exchange : ſending many 
times the moneys mn pecie, which haue beene taken vp by Exchange, 
when the ſame doth yeeld more than the price at which they tooke 
vp the ſame z as in our precedent Treatiſe hath beene declared more 
amplic. 

This orderly courſe of payment or ſatisfation to be made for Bills 
of Exchanges, doth admit noreſcounter or ſtoppage, bur voluntarie, 
thatis to ſay, If I owe you one hundreth pounds by a Bill of Ex- 
change by mee accepted, and within three or foure dayes you ſhall 
owe mee the like hundreth pounds for another Bill of Exchange by 
you accepted, I cannot reſcounter theſe payments toanſwere each 
other, vnleſſe you condeſcend thercunto, although the money were 
due tobe payed ; but eucrie Bill of Exchange is to bee anſwered and 
payed in his proper nature . For let vs ſuppoſe that ſome counter- 
mand be made by him that cauſed this money to he made ouer vnto 
you, before you were to pay the ſaid Bill, which (for ſome cauſes ) 
youare to conceale for a time,youare forall that to be payed of your 
hundreth pounds, or the diligences which are requiſite to bee done 
herein, are both wayes to be obſerued accordingly . But when it 
is done by voluntarie conſent and agreement, then is it queſtion- 
leſſe ; for Yoluntas eſt men/wrs attionum , The Will doth regulate the 
Action : and if any FaQtor doe the ſame for another mans account 
without commiſſion,he ſhall be anſwerable for it, as before is decla- 
red in the Title of Fatorsand Seruants, and the Commiſhons giuen 
vntothem. 

For the better explanation of Exchanges for moneys, taken vp for 
one place, and delivered againe for another place, let ys obſcrue this 
example. 

Tenne thouſand Ducats were taken vpat Antuerp for Venice, at 
Vſance of two monethsat ſeuerall prices of 1 1 3 5 pence, x 14 pence, 
and 115 ; pence forthe Ducat, being the Medium or one with ano- 
ther at 1 15 pence, made Flemiſh money———R. 4791—13—4 

Theſe R.4791—13—4, were made ouer for 
London at Vſance being one moneth, at diuers 
prices, whereof the Medium was 32 ſhillings foure 
pence, and made: _ — 

TheſeR. 2875 ſterling being received, and 
Factoridge, Brokeridge, and port of letters de- 
ducted, remained 2860 ©, which were made 
ouer for Antuerp againe at ſeuerall prices, and the ® 
Mediam was 34 (6 2 + 4. 43894—15=--10 


P 8-8 


287 5—0—0 


_— 


The tenne thouſand Ducars at Venice were ta- 
ken vp for Frankford , at 130 Florins of 65 
Creutzers,for 100 Ducats,wherunto Faoridge 


and 


Reſcountrer in 
Exchange is 
yoluntarie. 


Willdothre» 
gulate actions, 
Ne. 
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and Brokeridge added , it amounted to 13130 

Dollers or Florins of ſixtic five Creutzers, and 

with Brokeridge and FaRoridge at Frankford #6. F£ 4 

was Florins —_ —13260 — 0—0 
The 4894—15=10 Flemiſh, receiued in Ant- 

uerp, were made ouer for Madrill in Spaine at di- 

vers prices, whereof the Medium was 106 pence 

for a Ducat of 375 Maluedeis to bee payed in 

Banke at foure moneths time , with fiue vpon the Dar. /{ 2 

thouſand, and made Ducats ————I12—I2—6 
Theſe 1 1 1 32 Ducats,twelue ſhillings fix pence 

of a Ducat, were made ouer from Madrill to Lix- 

borne in Portugall, and deducting Factoridge and 

Brokeridge there remained 11010 Ducats of 

440 Reas for euerie Ducat of 375 Maluedeis,or Dur. #14 

11 Ryalls, is 4844 U 620 Vlas and Ducats I2111—I1—0 
Theſe 12111 Ducats or Cruſats of Lixborne 

madeouerto Antuerp, Fatoridge and Brokeridge 

deducted, remained 1 1990 Ducats, at 98 pence 

Flemiſheueric Ducat or Crulat, was Flemiſh——R. 4895 —18—4 
The 13260 Florins of Frankford, taken vp for 

Antuerp at 81 pence py 


R. 453 O—T O0---O - 

R. 365 —8—4. 

Theſe moneys payed Brokeridge and Fato- 
ridge for Venice, and delivered for London , and 

tor Madrill 38—2—4, which muſt bededuted-R. 93 —2—4. 

So there was aduanced by induftrie with other E 

mens moneys —— — z;7--0 
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CHA?, IX, 
Of the Feats of Bankers performed by Exchanges. 


24 SEE haue in the Firſt Part of this Booke madea 
| {< deſcription of Bankes and Bankers, in regard of 
&//2 the payments and Exchanges made in Bankes,for 
25 commodities bought and ſold ; and hauing in the 
J precedent Chapters declared the foure manner of 
Ma Exchanges, and the merchandizing Exchange b 
C EVE. dcenominationf it,to be the canker of Englands 
Common-wealth let vs now intreat of the Feats of Bankers. Some 
men 
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men of judgement haue found my writing to be inyetiue and pathe- 
ricall againſt Bankers,wherein they are not miſtaken . For the vſe of 
Banke (vnleſſe they bee countermined by other Bankes ) are not to 
bee ſuffered in any well ordered Common-wealth, as time will ma- 
nifeſt more and more , The French King Zews the ninth, and Philip 
the Faire, did with great cauſe confiſcate the Bankers goods, and for 
the diſcoueric of theirdebts, ordered their ſubieds topay onely the 
principall money into their Treaſuries . Philip de walois did the 
like, and indited them as Couſeners of the Common-wealth ; for it 
was found that in a ſhort time , with twentie foure thouſand pounds 
ſterling,they had accumulated and gotten aboue two millions foure 
hundreth thouſand pounds. . | 

Others (which through enuie, malice, or other pafſions, haue the 
eyes of their iudgement blinded) haue cenſured my writing-to be 
Apologeticall, for the erefion of a Banke, vnder the colour of the 
reſtauration of the auncient Office of the Kinz2s Exchanger , which 
how abſurd it is, let the wiſe iudge by the difference betweene a 
Banker anda Generall Exchanger .. The Banker doth draw vnto him 
all the moneys of other men, making his ſmall ſtocketo be infinite ; 
and the Exchanger muſt with his owne ſtocke ſupply mens occaſions. 
The Banker doth make the price of Exchanges, with the correſpon- 
dence of other Bankes elſewhere: at his pleaſure and moſt aduan- 
tage: The Exchanger hath no correſpondence with other Bankers, 
4" with his Factors and Seruants is limited to deale honeſtly with 
all men. 

Bur becauſe it is difficult to pleaſe mens humours in the reformati- 
on of abuſes, which either for gaine ſome. would haue to continue,or 
others through ignorance doth not ynderſtand: Therfore is there an- 
other meancs propounded, as you ſee by this diſcourſe. 

Now comming to the Feats of Bankers, it is notſince yeaſterday 
that the ſame haue beene obſerucd, much lefſe by mee inuented:: but 
in the yecare 1576, the wiſe and famous Councell of Queene Eh- 
zabeth cauſed the ſame ro be examined by diſcreet perſons; who did 
make report thereof, albeit they miſſed of the remedie, and they did 
diſtinguiſh the manner of Ha to be threefold. wiz. 


For the Bankers prigate gaine and benefit. 
'J® lay their money with gaine in any place of the world where 
any. Exchange lyeth. , ; 

To gaine and waxe rich, and neuer meddle with any Princes com- 
modities. ” 

To buy any Princes commoditie , and neuer bring. pennic 
or-pennieworth into. the Realme , but doe it with the ſubics 
money. 

To grow rich and live without aduenture at the Seas or tra- 


vaile. 
N n To 


Bankes are in- 
compatible 


: in Commons 


weales. 


Bedi de Rep. 


Difference be- 
ween Banker 


and Exchange 
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Todoe great feats, hauing credit, and yet tobe nought worth, 

To ynderſtand whether in conieQure their money imployed on 
Exchange, or buying of wares,will be more prohr. 

To know certainely whether, and what the Merchants gaine vpon 
their wares they ſell and buy, 

Toliueand increaſe vpon euerie Princes ſubieQs that continually 
take vp money by Exchange, and whether they gaine or no. 

To wind out euerie Princes treaſure out of his Realme, whoſe 
ſubieRs bring i more wares than they carric out of the Realme, 

To mak+the Staple of money run thither, where the rich Prince 
will haue'it tobe brought,and pay for it. 

To vnfurniſh the -poore Prince of his prouiſion of money, that 
keepes his wares vpon intereſt money, if the enimie will ſeeke it. 

To furniſh their need of money that tarrie the ſelling of their 
wares in any contra, vntill they make them cometo their price, 

To take vp money to engroſle any commoditie, either new come 
or whereof they haue ſome ſtore,to bring the whole trade of that 
commoditie into their owne handstofſell both art their pleaſure, 


For the aduaxcing of one Common-wealth, aboue all 
other: Common-weales. 


T?2 hide their carrying away of any Princes money. 
To fetch away any Princes fine money, with his owne or any 
other Princes baſe money. Þ 

To take vp Princes baſe money, and toturne into his fine mo- 
ney, and topay thedeliuerer with his owne and gaine too. 

To get vpon credit into their hands for a time all the Met- 
chants money that will be deliuered;and pay them with their owne, 
and gaine too. is 

To make the Realmegaine of all other Realmes, whoſe ſubiects 
liue moſt by their owne commodities, and ſell yearely the ouerptus 
into the world, and both occupie thar increaſe yearely, and alſo their 
old ftore of treaſure vpon Exchange. 

To vndoe Realmes and Princes that looke not to their Common- 
wealth, when the Merchants wealth in ſuch, andthegreat houſes of 
one Countrey conſpire together ſo to rule the Exchange, that when 
they will be deliuerers, they will receiue in another place above the 
ſtandard of the Mint of the Princes money deliuered : And when 
they will bee takers', they will pay the fame in another place; vader 
the ſtandard of the Mint of the Princes money taken vp. wn the 

To get readie money to buy any thing thar is offered cheape. 

Tocompaſle readie money to ger any offered bargaine out of ari- 
a_—_ hands, and ſo by outbidding thc other, oftentimes to raiſe 

e Wares, 


For 


— 
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For the deſtrattion of a Common-wealth, 


/F*O getapart and ſometimes all his gaines, that imployeth money 
taken vp by Exchanges in wares, and ſo make others trauell for 
their gaine. ' 2991 

To keepe Princes for hauing any Cuſtomes, Subſidies, or Taxes 
vpon their money, as they imploy it not. | 

Tovaluciuſtly any wares they carrie intoany countrie, by ſetting 
them at that value, as the _— that bought them was then at by 
Exchange inthe countrie whither they be carried. | 

For the better explanation of the premiſſes, let vs remember the 
deſcription of a Banke heretofore declared, and therein obſcrue that 
great powerand commaund which is giuen them by the common- 
wealth, to incorporate moneys by the meanes of Exchanges, making 
itto become a merchandiſe, and to ouerrule the courſe of com- 
modities. 

Some menare of opinion, that the price of Exchangesate made 
by an indifferent courſe, becauſe the Bankers at the time of the pay- 
ments of Exchanges inthe principall places (as Lyons in France,Ma- 
drill and other places in Spaine, Florence and Genoain Italic, Bizan- 
ſon,and other places elſewhere) haue a meeting, and by certainetick- 
ets in writing eucrie man doth geliugr his opinion, what the price of 
Exchange ought to be for all places then exchanging for the next 
Faire,or time of payment. And according to the ſame the calculati- 


Payments in 


Banke limited; 


on is caſt ypby the Atedium, that is to ſay, if there be ſeuen or more Exchanges 
voices or tickets, the ſaid ſeuen are added together , and the ſcuenth — the 


part is the Medivm, if there be ten, then the ſame being caſt vp, the 
tenth part is the Medium, and ſo for greater or leſſernumbers accor- 
dingly . But theſe men are ignorant of the Bankers obſeruations,for 
they all know how the plentie of money lyeth by Exchanges, and 
they concur in making the pricefor their aduantage,and ſo iumpe all 
to one end ypon the imaginarie moneys beforedeclared, which ma- 
keth the maine ocean of Exchanges,wherein the Exchanges of Eng- 
land are ſwallowed vp as a little riuer or braunch of the ſame, taking 
ſtill aduantage vpon our fine moneys and ſtaple wares to glut vs with 
their forreine commoditiesat deere rates. And hence proceedeth the 


Primum mobile of Exchanges , which is the cauſe of inequalitic ſo -p,mmummetite 
muchabuſed from the true Exchange of par pro f ns , and neuerthe- of Exchanges, 


leſſe admitted to be high and low vpon iuft occaſion aboue the ſame, 
as money is plentifull orſcarce,or the takers of it many or few. 

To this purpoſe, let ys remember, that about ſeuentie yeares paſt, 
betwene this realme and the Low-countries, many of their coynes 
(although much differing in ſtandards ) did in the ound or marke 
weight, andin the verie peece and price anſwerethe coynes of the 
kingdome,and did containeas much fine gold and filueras ours, and 


werealſonamed and valued accordingly, whereby twentie ſhillings 
n 2 here 


Equall Ex- 


change, or a 
true Par, 
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loſt 
the rule of Ex- 


change. 


. thatſellethourhispepper b 
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here madealſo twentieſhillings with them, being a true Par. 


As for example. 


' : [' 4 
2 3:Car«:3 - The Hat-—1o The Emperors royall Ar IO 4 223 Car. 
22 car. TheFrench crowne 6 The Flemiſh crowne 6 fine, 


ED | f [1 
I 1 Oun, Srngiuh of filuer 5 The roup doller——5 
7 


2 pennieQEngliſh ſhilling —1 Flemiſh fix ſtivers——- x 


Ten groats filuer with theEmperors florin 3 
foure pence. 


10 ounces 


weight. fine, 


All theſe coynes are not anſwered in ſtandard for weight and fine- 
neſſe, butarealrered and inhanced by valuation to double and more, 
as you may find by the valuations heretofore declared : by meanes 
whereof inequalitie crept in by the riſing and falling of the price of 
Exchange,wherin ourMerchants haue followed the aduice of others, 
and loſt the rule of Exchange, and do obſerue to raiſe the price here, 
when itisriſen beyond the ſeas, and we fall in price, as they dofall, 
and ſo the publicke meaſure of Exchange betweene them and vs is 
falſified an” yntrue, whereby our commoditics are ſold,and alſo for- 
reine commodities are bought. 

This may be illuſtrated by a fimilitude ; for concerning the ſale of 
our commodities, we doas much in effec, as if ſome Draper did ſell 
his cloth at a certaine price the yard, and ſuffered the buyer to mea- 
ſure our the ſame by the buyers ownefalſc yard: or likea Grocer 
the pound ata priceagreed vpon, and is 
contented rhat the buyer ſhall weigh it out by a weight which (vn- 

knowne vnto him) is falfe,and ſo loſeth vnawares,or getteth leffe 
than he made account of, becauſe the fraud vſed inthe weight 
and meaſure is vnknowne vnto him. Even ſo is the cun- 
ning courſe of Exchange vaknowne vnto vs, 
and ſoarc our moneys exported, 
and hindered tobe im- 
ported againe. 


ws 


F 
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CHAP, X; 
Of the true reformation of Exchanges. 


=2I $ of all thingsand inall humane ations, the be- 

ginning,progreſſe,continuance,and termination 

- orend is to be obſerued,for the better iudge- 

2 ment:ſoby comparing them often to their prin- 

©. ciple& originall, not onely the diſgrefſion of it 
- q 1s made apparant, but alſo the longer continu- 

w A SS anceintheſameeſtate,is thereby procured to re- 
duce them againe to their firſt integritic and goodnefle . For there 

was neucr any thing by the witofman ſo well deuiſed,or ſoſureeſta- 

bliſhed, which in continuance of time hath not beene corrupted : ſo 
that the matter of Exchange being made a merchandiſe, requireth 
this conſideration for the reducing thereof to his firſt principle and 
foundation, which is the intrinfique value of coynes of countrie and 
countries according to weight and fineneſſe, albeit the price thereof 
in Exchange doth riſe and fall according to ſcarcitie or plentie of 
money, proceeding of the few or many deliuerers and takers thereof 
in the courſe of trafficke, not by commodities only,but alſoby Ex+ 
changes deuiſed vpon moneys,in nature of merchandiſe, 


— Se: 


Herein are the three efſenriall parts of trafficke(ſoofren named)to Thegenerall 


be conſidered iointly and diuidedly for the good and welfare of 
common-weales , and not for the benefit of particular or few per- * 
ſons. For albeit that the generall is compoſed of the particular, yet 
it may fall out, that the particular will breed a great inconuenience 
to thegenerall, whereby priuate perſons may reape a benefit to the 
hurt of amultitude,or the whole common-wealth, in nature of ſome 
Monopolies heretofore declared, which may as well happen by ig- 
norance as by premeditated practiſe, 

For to ſpeake ingeniouſly, Merclants cannotenter into confidera- 
tion of the quantirie of forreine commodities imported at deere 
rates,and the natiue commodities at leſſer rates exported, reſpeQiue- 
ly of former times, by the diſportation whereof , - commerh an 
euident oucrballancing of commodities . Merchants do not regard 
whether the moneys of a kingdome are ynderualued in Exchange 
Na 3 by 


A treatiſe of 


Free trade 
I622, 
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by the inhauncing of forreine coyne in other countries, whereby our 
moneys are exported, and forreine coyne or bullion cannor be im- 
ported but aran exceeding loffe. Laſtly Merchants donot know the 
weight and finenefle of the moneys of cach countrie,and thepropor- 
tions obſerued berweenegold and filuer, nor the ſeuerall differences 
of ſtandards of moneys of gold and filuer, a matter ſo neceffarie for 
them to know, to driuea profitable trade,as by this booke they may 
now vnderſtand for the common good. Princes and Gouernours 
therefore are todiretthem according to the lawes,wherin the Law- 
Merchant muſt be the true guide and directer, 

This dire&ion muſt as well beeſtabliſhed vpon the coyne of other 
nations,as vpon the moneys of the kingdome, becauſe the payments 
of Bills of Exchanges beyond the ſeas are made by ſeuerall coynes 
vpon the valuation made thereof, at the pleaſure of Princes, wherby 
ſometimes the moneys of the realme are not proportionably valued 
according to the moneys of other countries, whichare therby diuer- 
ted alſo tobe imported vnto vs: For example,letvs take the yaluati- 
onaforeſaid made in the vnired Prouinces during the goucrnment of 
the Earle of Leiceſter, at which timethe Royall of eight was valued 
at tortic and two ſtiuers, and the Rickx Doller of the Empire and al- 
{o their owne Doller at fortie and five ſtivers, and the Engliſh ſhil- 
ling (at twelue pencehere ) being there valuedat ten ſtiuers made 
twentic ſhillings ſterling, to be by Exchange thirtie three ſhillings 
and foure pence,as a Par pro parkor value for value. The like for Ham- 
boroughat twentie foure ſhillings and nine pence, as hath beeneno- 
ted, Now fiue Royalls of cight which is at fortie two ſtiuers thirtie 
five ſhillings, are valuedat fortie two ſhillings and fix pence,that is to 
ſay,at fiftic one ſtiuers, and yet the Exchange is taken ſtill at the ſaid 
rate,according towhich calculation the ſaid Royall of eight is by vs 
receiued at fiue ſhillings and two pence, which is but foure ſhillings 
2 + pence, or thercabouts . The difference is fifteene ypon the hun- 
dreth inlefſe than two moneths time : adde hereunto the ten in the 
hundreth to be had by the ſaid Royalls of cight,thatthe ſame are 
better in weight and fineneſſe than ourſix pence ſterling, which is 
taken to anſ{were the ſaid Royall by a common calculation,by reaſon 
whereot there will be giuen ſo much in his maieſties- mint, orthere- 

abouts.that is to ſay, foure ſhillings and fiue pence,or at the leaſt foure 
ſhillings and fourepence 5,after the rate of fiue ſhillings ſterling,for 
an ounce of that ſtandard ; ſo together is twentie fiue vpon the hun- 
dreth benefit, which cauſed a Merchant aduenturer to ſet downe in 
2» printan interrogation in this manner : Who will procure licence in 
» Spainetobring Realls into _—_— to ſell them hereat renne inthe 
»» hundreth gaine, which is lefle than the Exchange trom thence will 
2» yeeld, when he may haue for the ſame 25 in the r00 in Holland 2 A 
matter whereby Merchants are cafily induced ro diuert the ſaid Roy- 
alls from the realme to thoſeand other countries, and by the com- 
mon vnderſtanding to remedie the ſame, it is thought there is no 
meanes 
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meanes to meete with forreine nations in the inhancing of moneys, 
but wee muſt doe the like , albeit experience hath ſhewed long ſince 
that this is nor effetuall nor any truz remedie . Now if we will con? 
ſider things according to the rule aforeſaid, it will plainely appeare 
that the ſaid fifreene vpon the hundred gaine,more than in England, 
are but imaginarie, if the Exchange for moneys were reformed : for 
let fiue of theſe Royalls of eight bee bought in England tor twentic 
two ſhillings,and be tranſported into Holland,and there buy commo- 
dities with the ſame (which is according as the price of them is in- 
hanced, for as the money riſeth in price, ſo doth the price of com- FP 
modities ) it may fall out the ſaid Merchants ſhould become loſers 
by the commodities,{o that the fame cannot be termed Cauſa mowens : 
But the Spaniſh Merchants, which cauſetheir Royalls to be ſent into 
Holland or Zealand, from Spaine or from the Downes, relye wholly 
vpon the Low-Exchange, whereby they are inabled to deliuerthere 
their money by Exchange at an vndervalue , at thirtie three ſhillings 
foure pence Flemiſh and vnder, for our twenrie ſhillings ſterling, 
whereby the Kingdome maketh good vnto them the ſaid fifteen vp- 
on the hundreth, conſiſting betweene the price of fortie two ſtiuers, 
and fiftic one ſtiuers, which is almoſt eighteene pro hundreth . If the 
Royall went but for fiftie ſtiuers according to the valuation, ſorhat 
ifthe Exchange were made accordingly,which would be aboue thir- 
tie ſeuen ſhillings ſix pence, this gaine would not be ar all, and mo- 
neys would be'tmported vnto vs, and not exported. 

For the rule is infallable, That when the Exchange anſwereth the A Meximein 
true value of moneys, according to their intrinſicke weight and fine- O__ 
neſle, and their extrinſicke valuation ; they areneuer exported, be- 
cauſe rhe ſaid gaine is an{wered by Exchauge, which is the cauſe of 
tranſportation . To make this euident in the Rickx Doller, whichis 
the maine and moſt vſ'all coyne in Germanie, Eaſtland, the Vnired 
and Reconciled Low-countreys before theirlare Proclamations,and 
currant in many other Countreys : obſerue wee, that the ſaid Doller _ | 
was valued at two markes Lubiſh, euery marke being ſixteene ſhil- þ is 
lings Lubiſh, or fixteene ſtivers. For in the yeare 1575 the ſaid yer Flemiſh 
Ricks Doller was ſtill coyned in the Empire for thirtie ewo ſhillings was alt one 
or ſtiuers, and ſo currant by valuation in the Low-countreys, where- **7* 
by they were all one in-denomination and effeR : But the wars inthe - _ 
Low-countreys hath becne the cauſeof the inhancing of this Doller, 
which was brought to thirtie five ſtiuers, and inthe yeare 1586 to 
fortic five ſtiuers, orto fiftie two ſtiuers now by intermiſſiue valuati- 
ons and times. Howbeit at Hamborough,Stoade,and other places in 
Germanie, the ſaid Doller did remaine till at thirtic two ſhillings 
Lubiſh, or two markes : and as the ſaid Doller did inhance 1n price, 
ſodid they in the Low-countreys coyne new ſtiucrs accordingly ; | 
ſometimes lighter in weight, and at other times imbaſed by Copper Areat Falls. 
or Allay, and yet in account the ſtiuer did and doth remaine the 
ground of all their moneys : but the ſaid Doller holdeth his ſtandard 
agrecable 
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agreeable to the firſt Doller,called the Burgundian Doller with Saint 
Andrewes Croſſe,coyncd in the yeare 1567, which is in fineneſſe ten 
ounces twelue pennie weight of fine Siluer : and foureand one halfe 
of theſe Dollers were made cquiuolent to our twentie ſhillings ſter- 
ling, as a publike meaſure betweene vs and the Low-countreys, Ger- 
manie, and other places where this Doller went currant, as you may 
obſcrue in the precedent Chapters. 
Theſe Dollers haue ſince beene imitated and made by the States of 
the Vnited Prouinces in their ſeuerall Mints, altering onely the 
rmes of the ſeucrall Prouinces ; as alſo by the Arch-Duke Albertus 
in the reconciled Low Prouinces, and the price of them at Hambo- 
rough,Stoad and other places was but aduanced to one ſtiuer or ſhil- 
ling Lubiſh more, that is to ſay,at thirtie three ſhillings Lubiſh went, 
the ſame went in the Low-countreys for fortie fiue ſtivers, which 
made the diuerſitie of the ſaid Par of Exchanges of thirtic three ſhil- 
lings foure pence for the Low-countreys, and twentie foure ſhillings 


IntheNether: Nine pence for Hamborough , being all one in ſubſtance. This Dol- 


lands. 


{n Germanie. 


The courſe of 
money and 


ler is ſince that time (as I ſaid) inhaunced to fiftie two ſRiners inthe 
Low-countreys, which maketh the price of Exchange aboue thirtie 
eight ſhillings,or rather thirtie nine ſhillings;and ſhall the Kingdome 
ſuffer this and not alter our price of Exchange accordingly , but be 
contented to take thirtic foure or thirtie fue ſhillings, and after that 
rate ynderfſell all the commodities of the Realme * 

This Doller is likewiſe fince that time more inhaunced in Germa- 
nic,from time totime, And leauing the exceſhuc valuation inremote 
places,let vs note the valuation of Hamborough,where it hath beene 
at fiftie foure ſtiuers the Doller , which maketh the Exchange aboue 
fortie ſhillings of their money for our twentic ſhillings . And al- 
though we haue raiſed our price of Exchange,from twentie ſhillings 
nine pence,tothirtie fiue ſhillings and thereabouts, ſhall wereſt here 
andgoe no further * Haue we reafon to doc it in part, and not inthe 
whole, according to Tuſtice,Equitic,and true Policie : and ſhalkwebe 
like a man that by halting 1n jeaſt became lamcin earneſt 2 .4b/ir 
fenorantia. 

The moneys in Chriſtendome, which haue their ebbing and flow- 
ing doe ſhew their operation vpon commodities, maketh by plentie 


Exchange, are the price thereof deare , or by ſcarſitic better cheape, as bath beene 
contraries in . 
operation, 


noted : but Exchange hath a contraric meane of working, for plentic 
of money maketh a low Exchange, and ſcarfitic of money maketha 
highExchange and the price to riſe, which is of great conſideration ; 
becauſe it ouerruleth money and commodities, which neuer entred 
inthe politicke ſtudies of A4ri/otle, Seneca, or Cicero, who were but in 
the infancic of Trade. And Ciuilians can tell vs that Commercium , is 

waſi Commutatio Mercium, but went no further in this iuſt and prince- 

y ſtudie of State affaires,to augment, by all lawfull meanes of 7s gen- 
tum, the wealth of their Kingdomes and Territories ; as alſo to pre- 
uent the diminution thereof, by the carrying away of their _— 

an 
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and tx8afuro. True it is that the Statute Lawes of England hatie had 
a Care heercof,, bur the remedies haue beene hitherto defeRiue, by 
miſtaking the Efhcienr cauſe thereof 3. which remedies may be diſtin- 
guiſhed three manner of waygs, ' | IE 
: Firſtthe Statute of imployment for Merchant ftrqngers,made Commodiies 
tar three eſpecial] cauſes : 1 For the aduahcing of the price and fale 
of our native commodities : 2 To preuent the ouerballancing of x 
forraine eEommadities : 3 To-pureſerue the moneyes within the 
Realme. 14.R.2. | 
2 Thelodging of Merchants ſtrangers with free hoaſts, who had 
an inſpeRion in therrnegotiatigns for commodities and moneys. 
3 Thekeeping of Staples for Woolls, Woolfels,and ather com- 
modities beyond the Seas, with their CorreRars and Brokers to re- 
giſter Merchant ſtrangers dealings. 
4 To cauſe Denizens ro pay ſtrangers Cuſtomes inwards and |! 
outwards. ; | . iſ 
5 Theſundry treaties and conferences with the Commiſſioners ' 11! 
of other Princes, about Merchandiſe, Moneys, and Exchanges. 
6 The ſeuere Proclamations for the oblcruation of the Sta- 
tutes made for and concerning the fame , and the Articles of 
Entercqurſe, | 
7 Theprohibition toexport commadities, but at great Ports. 
3 | Theprohibitjon for ſtrangers to ſell wares by retaile. 
9 The prohibition for Engliſh Merchants to ſhip goods in 
ſtrange Bottomes. 
10 Thetranſportation of money made Felonic by Ac of Par- Meneyy 
lemenr. 
112 Theattendance of Searchers, Waiters, and other Officers. 
12 Theſtri& information inthe Exchequerand other Courts. 
13 The ſwearing of the Maſters of Ships, for exportation of 
moneyes, 
14 The reformation of the ouerheauineſſe of our pound weight 
Troy in the Tower. 
15 Theouecrrichacſle of our ſterling ſtandard of moneys. 
16 Fhealteration of the proportion betweene Gold and Siluer. 
17 The making of more prices out of the pound Troy by the 
Fe, 
18 The inhauncingof Siluerand Gold Coynes in price. 
19 Theimbaſing of moneysby Allay or Copper. 
20 'The vie of many ſtandards of money z and reduced to two 
againe, 
, 21 Theincreafing of coynage money to hinder the exportation, 
22 Theprohibition ro cull out heauy peecesto melt or tranſport, 
23 The banjſhing of light Spaniſh money , and Gold to bee 
molren. | ' 
24 The giuing more for Bullion in the Mint. 
25 Theprobibitiontor Goldſmiths to buy Gold or Bullion. A 
26 1c 
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16 The making of the principall forraine Coyne currant in 
England. - 

27 Thebinding of Merchantsto bring in Bullion. 

23 Theprohibitionto pay Gold vnto Merchant ſtrangers. 

29 Theprohibition to take gaines ypon Coynes. 

309 The Bullion in the Mint to be deliuered by weight, to reſtore 
by tale. 

c 31 The inhauncing of Gold and vndervaluing of Siluer. 

32 The puniſhment of tranſporters in the Starre-chamber by 
Fines. 

33 Theprohibitionby Act of Parlement,to make Exchanges for 
moneys for forraine parts without the Kings eſpeciall licenſe. 

34 Money deliuered to Sir Thomas Greſham Knight,out of the Ex- 
chcquer, to rule the courſe of Exchanges by Bills. : 

35 TheOffice ofthe Kings Royall Exchanger, neuer put inprac- 
tiſe ſince the merchandiſing Exchange beganne, ereQted by King Ed- 
ward the firſt in the eleuenth yeare of his raigne, by an At madeart 
Acton Burnell, as aforeſaid. | 

Heere wee are to obſerue the Statute of employment to bee de- 
fetiue,when Merchants(both Engliſh and ſtrangers)haue an abilitie 
given them by Exchange totake vp money here,and to deliuer a Bill 
of Exchange for it payable beyond the Scas, and can ſend over the 
money in ſþecie and bee a great gainer thereby : inſomuch thart if I re- 
ceiue here one hundreth peeces of twentie ſhillings, I can ſendnintie 
peeces to pay my Bill of Exchange, and put ten peecesin my pocket 
foran ouerplus and gaine. 

The like may bee done by making ouer money from beyond the 
{eas tobe payed here by Exchange,which being recciued, I can tranſ- 
port with 1 5 vpon the hundreth gaines in two moneths and lefſe,and 
aduancea hundreth vpon the hundreth in one yeare,which exceedeth 
all the benefit to be made by commodities, wherewith Incecd not to . 
intermeddle,neither can the ſaid ſtatute be any helpe herein to reme- 
diethe ſame. 

This gaine ariſeth by the vnderualuation of our moneys,in regard 
of theinhancing and ouerualuation of forreine coynes , ſo that the 
caulc is extrinſ1que, and compriſed vnder the ſaid Exchange of mo- 
ney, and not intrinſtque in the weight and finenes of moneys, which 
are conſidered in the courſe of true Exchange betweene vs and for- 
reine nations : and thereupon it followeth, that neither difference of 
weight, fineneſle of ſtandard,proportion betweene goldand filuer,or 
their proper valuation of moneys can be any true cauſe of the expor- 
tation of our moneys,fo long as a due now ta held in the Exchange- 
which is grounded thereupon. 

Hence ariſeth the facilitic of the remedieby the refo-mation of 
the Exchange , in cauſing our moneys to betruely anſwered by Ex- 
change,according to theverie value,or aboucthe ſame,which cutteth 
off the {aid gaine had by the exportation of moneys, and —_ 
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alſo (in effe&)that the forreine coynes beyond the ſeas are not taken 
in payment aboue their values,although they be receiued at a higher 
rate, becauſe the commodities of the realmeare ſold according ro 
the price of Exchange , which counteruaileth the ſame according 
to their inhauncing of coynes, or imbaſing of the ſame by allay 
or copper. 

All menof common vnderſtanding, when they do heare of the 
raiſing of moneys beyond the ſeas,arereadie toſay, We muſt do the 
like. For they conceaue the ſaying of Cato,Tw quoque fac ſimile,fic Ars 
” deluditur CArte,to be a proper application hereunto; But they donot 
enter into conſideration what alterations it would bring to the Stare, 
and that the matter might run ad infinitam, as ſhall be declared. 

Bur let vs ſuppoſe, that this will bea ſufficient remedie to inhance 
or moneys, as they do theirs,to imbaſe our coynesas they do theirs; 
and to imitate ouervaluation of gold and filuer as they do, which re- 
quireth a continuall labour, charges, and innouation. Ts it not an ex- 
cellenythins, thar all this can be done by the courſe of Exchange 
with great facilitic ? and that withour inhauncing of our moneys at 
home,or medling with the weight and fineneſle of the ſterling ſtan- 
derd ; this is ro be done onely by his maieſties proclamation, accor- 
ding to the ſtatut of Exchanges,Prohibiring that atrer three monerhs 
next inſuing the ſame, no man ſhall make any Exchanges by Bills or 
otherwiſe,for moneys to be paied in forreine parts, or to be rechan- 
ged towards this realme,yndet the true Par,or value for value of our 
moneys, and the moneys of other countries in weight and fineneſſe; 
bur ar the ſaid rate,or aboue the ſame,as Merchants canagree by the 


meanes of Brokers, or amongſt themſelues, but never vnder the ſaid Thewayrors: 
tate;which ſhall be declared in a paire of tables publickely to be ſcene 1,,s weak. 


vpon the royall Exchange in London, accordingto the ſaid procla- 
mation : and the ſaid tables ſhall bealrered in price,as occaſions ſhall 
be miniftred beyond the ſeas, in the ſeuerall reſpeRive places of Ex- 
changes,cither by their inhauncing of moneys by valuation, or by 
imbaſing of the ſame by allay, as hath beene noted , which by a vigt- 
lant eye may be obſerued, and will bea cauſe tomake othernations 
more conſtant in the courſe of their moneys : and this will be execu- 
ted more of courſe than by authoririe, becauſe gaine doth beare the 
ſway and commaund with moſt men. [- | 
For the Merchant Stranger being here the deliveret of money ge- 
nerally,will cafily be induced to make the moſt of his owne , recei- 
uing by Exchange more for our moneys beyond the ſeas : and the 
Engliſh Merchant (being the taker of the ſaid moneys) willnot be 
ſo injurious to the State, as to giue lefſe beyond the ſeas than the va- 
lueof our money in Exchange, contrarie tothe ſaid proclamation : 
and if he would. the deliuerer will not let him have ir. Beſides that rhe 
takers occaſionsare' inforced by neceflitic , and he can be no looſer ; 
for by direion, he will ſell his commodities beyond the ſeas ac- 
cordingly , becauſe the price of Exchange doth ſtill gouctne = 
; c 
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fale and buying of commodities , as aforeſaid. 
' Engliſh Merchants being the deliucrers of the moneys beyond 
the ſcas,and theprice of Exchange altering there accordingly , will 
hauc the like conſideration,and the Merchant Stranger will prouoke 
him thereunto : andif there be no takers,the Engliſh Merchant may 
bring ouer the money # ſecie, wherein he ſhall become a gainer, 
The courſe is agrecable to juſtice and the law of nations , or iu 
entizms,and willnot hinderthe Exchange to riſe and fall, as former- 
= but keepe all in due order,with theſe conſiderations, cautions,and 
preuentions as ſhall be ſet downe to preuent all inconueniencies 
proceeding by the inhauncing of moneys, which fall generally vp- 
on all men in the endearing of things, particularly vpon land-lords 
and creditors in their rents and contrads, and -ſpecially vpon the 
king maieſties lands. | 
The ſtatute of Imployment muſt alſo be obſerued,to make the re- 
medic more compleate,with a Regiſter to record the moneys which 
forreine mariners do recciue for fraight , comming from Norway 
and other places,making aboue one hundreth voyages yearel; as al- 
{o many other ſhips bringing corn into the Northetne and Weſterne 
parts of the realme,and exporting moneys forit. 
The Turke,Perſian,and Rufſian haue herein ſurpaſſed vs in true po- 


nevarke ent [ie by keeping the price of their Exchanges high, much aboue the 


ObieRioops ro 
the remedie. 


valuation of their moneys ; ſo that they haue no trade by rncmange 
nor moneys, but onely for commodities, whereby they preuent the 
ouerballancing of-forreine commodities with theirs,as alſo the ex- 
portation of their moneys; albeit the yſc of our commodities is in 
thoſe countries verie great. 

The obieRions made by ſome againſt this ſole remedie are ealily 
to be anſwered, for they are grounded vpon ſuppoſitions againſt aſſu- 
red experience. | 

1 Some make doubt that the price of Exchange being riſen,there 
willbe no takers of money,and then the deliucreris more thruſt ypon 


the exportation of moneys, 


Aaſweres. 


2 . Others ſay,that thoſe Merchants which haue ſold their cloth 
beyond the ſeas ſhall receiuea loſſe in the making ouer of their mo- 
oF From thence, by delivering more there in Exchange than now 
they do. = 

3 Others ſay, that they ſhall not be able to vent their clothes ac- 
cording tothe high, Exchange,eſpecially now that cloth is out of rc- 
queſt ; and would hauethe matter of reformation deferred vntill an- 
other time,in their opinions more commodiqus. Ns 

The firſt obiefion is anſwered before, That the taker is ruled by 
thedeliuerer, who will not giue his money in Exchange ynder. the 
true value,according to the proclamation tobe made,and the deliuc- 
rer being the Merchant Stranger here,will ſooner be thruſt vpon the 
ſtatute of Employment, for £ the exportation of money, he ſhall 


haue no gaine ; whereas ſome of the dilcreeter ſort would not han 
the 
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the ſaid ſtatute too ſtriftly preſſed vpon the ſtranger, becauſe the 
erade ſhould not be driuen intotheir hands, Mediocria firma. 

To the ſecond, the Proclamatiqn ( limiting a time for execy- 
tion) giueth Merchants abilitie rorecouer their moneys, or to ſell 
their Bills of debts for money, or to buy commodities for thetn ; as 
the manner 1s. 

Tothethird, experience maketh a full anſwere to both, that 
there did not want takers, when the late inhauncing at Hambo- 
rough cauſed the Exchange to riſe from vnder twentie and eight 
ſhillings to aboue thirtie and five ſhillings , which is more than the 
preſent alteration will be : and Wooll was at thitrie and three ſhil- 
lings the Tod, which is now fallen vnder twentie ſhillings ; ſo that 
the vent of our Cloth was not hindered , when it was ſold deeret 
by one full third part, but there was abouc eightie thouſand Clothes 
ſold yearely, where there is now ſold but fortie thouſand Clothes. 
Thetime is alſoto be thought more convenient to aduance a com- 
moditie,being vnderualued,;than to do ir when the price is high : for 
this plurifie of the common-wealch is dangerous, and admitteth no 
timeof curing, like the fire inacitie,which permittethnot any inqui- 
ries to examine how the ſame began,but requireth eueric mans help 
toquench the ſame. 


And wheras ir is alledged in the defence of the inhancing of coine, Ttibas 
rec Uad , 


That which is equall toall(when he that buyes deereſhall ſell deere) 
cannot be ſaid tobe iniuriousynto any. 

This opinion is without conſideration of the alteration of 
Weights and Meaſures betweene vs and orhernartions , that is Ex- 
change fur moneys, and what the ſame may produce tothe lofle of 
the common-wealth,albeit thar betweenemanand man it may proue 
alike in ſome reſpects. | 

To make this cuident, Suppoſe two Merchants, the one dwel- 
ling in London, and the other dwelling at Amſterdam, doe con- 
tract together, that the Londoner ſending Clothes to bee ſold at 
Amſterdam, the Merchant of Amſterdam ſendeth him Veluets and 
Silkes to bee fold at London:: and. (in the account to be kept be- 
tweeae them ) they agree to reckon the moneys in Exchange but 
at thirtie ſhillings Flemiſh, for twentie ſhillings ſterling, and fo 
make returne cach to other from time to time, as moneys ſhall bee 
receiued both heere and beyond the ſeas . Wheteupon put the caſe, 
that there is receiuedat Amſterdam one thouſand and fiue hundreth 
pounds Flemiſh for Cloth , and at London there is receiued one 
thouſand pounds ſterling for Veluers and Silkes, which according 
tothe ſaid computation isall one in effe berweene them, and mighr 
by way of reſcounteranſwereeach other in account. Bur the Mer- 
chant of Amſterdam knowing that ( by reaſon of the inhauncing 
of the moneys there) he can make a great gaine to haue the ſaid one 
thouſand pounds to be ſent vnto him in pecie, he defireth the Lon- 
doner to ſend vato him this one thouſand pounds ſterling in filuer 
j Oo or 
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or gold coynes, Royalls of eighe , or Rickx dollers, whereby he ſhall 
profit fifrcene vpon the hun red by the meanes aforeſaid , which 
2mountethto one hundreth and fiftic pound gaines. Now the Lon- 
doner hauing his one thouſand and five hundreth pounds Flemiſh,or 
one thouſand pounds ſterling at Amſterdam, cannot dothe like, be- 
cauſe the money by the ſaid inhauncing is receiued thereaboue the 
value,ſo that his money muſt be deliuered there by Exchange art thir- 

tie three ſhillings foure pence, or vnder, wherby he receiueth here 
the ſaid 1500 @ Flemiſhwith no gaine at all . Thusthe account is 

made euen betweene them : but by theſe meanes the kingdome is 

depriued of the 1000 ® of the Merchants money ſent to Amſter- 

dam,which doth not onely procure want of our moneys, bnt cauſeth 

alſo the native commodities tobe vnderſ{old, and the forreine com- 

modities to be aduanced in price beyond the ſeas by plentic of mo- 

ney there,and hindreth the importation of bullion. 

To preuent this, the queſtion is now , Whether it be betterand 
moreexpedient to raiſe the price of Exchange, or the valuation of 
our moneys * Surely all men of judgement will ſay , That the rai- 
ſing of Exchange breedeth not thatalteration which the inhaun- 
cing of moneys doth, to make euerie thing deere, and tocaulc land- 
lords and creditors to looſe in their rents and contrats. And Mer- 
chants of experience do know,that wee cannot doas they do : for 
the inhauncing of our moneys here will be countermined by other 
nations, who ſtill will vnderualue them in Exchange berweene vs, 
vnleſſe it be preuented by our owne true valuation to be made known 
as aforeſaid. | 

The Author of this Treatiſe of Free trade doth ſay, That it i not 

the rate of Exchanges, but the value of Moneys hreere low elſewhere high which 
cauſe their exportation, nor do the Exchanges, but the plentie and ſcarcitie of 
moneys cauſe their values, which is meercly Hiſteron proteron,whereun- 
toI haueanſwered heretofore,wis. 
Thereare three waies todiſſolue an argument, Deniall, Retorting, 
and DiſtiniFion. Deniall, is too hoſtile, ſauouring more of obſtinacie 
than of Art : Retortion, is more wittie than profitable : but Diſtini#ion 
is like mature remedies, compared to Purges which clenſeand feed; 
but the ſaid Authour did rake the courſe of Depiall, and proucth no- 
thing touching the matter in queſtion. 

If moneys be here low andelſewhere high, how is this knowne 
but by the valuation of Exchange 2 conſidering the diuerfities of 
moneys of ſeueral ſtandards,whercin the Exchange is like the Ailay, 
whereby the fineſſe of gold and filuer is knowne, grounded vpon the 
quantirze which the Exchange requireth, according to the weight of 
fine filuer & gold contained in the moneys of cach countrie,which is 
the intrinſick value, 8& not according to extrinficke valuation, which 
isaltered by denomination,for the name of a thing doth notalter the 
value really,bur the ſubſtance doth ir, ifir be altred ; muchleſſe doth 
plenty or ſcarcity of monie cauſe their yalues,itbeing contrary tothe 
nature 
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nature and propertie of money ; the yeard doth meaſurethe cloth, 
but the cloth dothnor meaſure the yeard. To illuſtrate the premiſles 
by cxample I haue hererofore ſhewed the confideration incident. 

Suppoſe that ſome Merchants ſtrangers doe come ouer into the 
Realme to buy a packe of tenne clothes, valued at 8o ® ſterling, 
which they are to pay in gold and filuer, and they doe not know the 
weight and finenes of their forraine coyne which they have brought 
ouer ; heereupon to content both parties, the moneys on either fide 
muſt be tried by the ſubtle aſſay,according to their finenes computa- 
ted ypon the pound weight of rwelue ounces Troy, and then (by 
weight) they anſwere each other accordingly . Ando this negotia- 
tion.is( ineffet ) but a permutation of moneys for commodities be- 
fore Exchange was inuented. 

Hetherto we haue handledof the reformation of Exchanges, for 
places where the Baſis of Exchange or foundation is made vpon our 
twenticſhillings ſterling, thatisto ſay, When Merchants beyond the 
Seas (deliucring moneys there for England ) will cauſe the Brokers 
of Exchanges to know how much Flemiſh or Hamborough money 
Merchants will giue there, to haue twentie ſhillings ſterling payed in 
England, cuen as wee doe here to know how much in Flemiſhmoney 


or other coynes a Merchant will giue for the ſaid twentieſhillings Exchanges 
here, by an agreement to bee paied beyond the Seas by Bill of Ex- hich are 
change . Burnow weare to intreate of the reformation of the Ex- forraincoyne 


changes which are made vpon forraine coynes , or rather imaginaric 
moneys of other countreys : as for France vpon the French Crowne 
of ſixtic ſoulz ,; for the Eaſt countreys vpon the Florin Poliſh , for 
Germanie vpon the Rickx Doller of ſcuentie two Creutzers ; for 
Venice vpon their Ducat, and ſo for other places, as in the former 
Chapters we haue noted. | 
Herein let vs obſerue that the courſe of ir is diretly oppoſite , for 
whereas in the one we doeprocure to haue much money, orat the 
value anſwered by Exchange : ſo in the other wee may doe the like, 
and rather procure leſſe to beegiuen in Exchange, becauſe that the 
foundation of thoſe Exchanges 1s made vpon forraine coyne. 
Neuerthelefſe confider wee, that when foure Teſtons or three 
Franks i ſpecie were calculated for the ſaid Crowne of ſixtie ſoulz 
in Exchange ; theneuerie ſuch Teſton was fifteene ſoulz by valuati- 
on, and cuerie ſuch Frank wastwentie ſoulz . Burt fince that time the 
ſaid peeces of Teſtons are made currant for 16 + ſoulz, and the 
Franks at twentic two ſonlz, being the ſame in weight and fineneſle, 
withour any alreration in the ſtandard called, Ze Pied de la Monoye, 
but onely inhaunced in valuation, according to which, payments are 
made in filuer coynes . Alſo for the gold coynes,as French Crownes 
and Piſtolets,which are inhanced ar times vntill 72 ſoulz' from 60 
ſoulz,wherupon the ſaid Crown was valued at fix ſhillings ſterling,Is 
there ary man of iudgement that will giue ( it hee canchooſe) fixe 
ſhillings, or ſeuentie rwo pence, and 72 + pence, for the ſaid French 
Oo 2 Crowne 
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Crowne in Exchange, when the Crowne z# ſpecie 1s paicd him in 
Erance for ſeuentie fiue ſoulz © The like conſideration are we tohaue 
of the Dollers of Germanie, of the Poliſh Guilders or Florins, and 
all other coynes inhaunced aboue the Par of Exchanges herctofore 
calculated amongſt Merchants , and eſpecially with the admittance 
of Princes. | 

The operation heereof in the courſe of trafficke, is of verje great 
moment, more than in times paſt, when the difference was not ſo ſen- 
ſible, which made me to compare the ſame vnto the ſerpent 4ſpis, 
which ſtingeth men in ſuch ſort that they fall intoa pleatant ſleepe 
yntill they die; which is meant by particulagperſons, whote eſtatc is 
conſumed by running vpon Exchanges . Or like ynto the crueltic of 
the Planet Satwyne , which maketh his ſpherecall courſe in thirtic 
yeares , with great operation, although wee doe not ſo ſenſibly per- 
cciue his motion, which is meant in the reuolution of State affaires 
in progreſſeand continuance of time. 
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Of" Attachments and Arreſt. 


STEER] HE Common Law of England doth not vſe the 
8 9 courſe of Attachments, as is vied by the Cuſtome 
9 of the Citie of London, whith was borrowed from 
Merchants aQtions obſerucd in forraine Countreys, 
and was thereupon by Cuſtome here eſtabliſhed it 
4 being areadie way whereby men may ſecure them- 
ſelues of preſent meanes, if they doubt of their debtor. For if the cre- 
ditor do know any debts or gocds belonging vnto his debtor,he may 
-inſtantly vpon a ſpecialtic to be exhibited vnto the Magiſtrate, haue 
authoritie to attach the ſaid debts and goods in the hands of any per- 
ſon where he findeththe ſame,onely Priuiledged places excepted, or 

Eccleſiaſticall perſons in moſt places. 4 
Tothis Attachment, it the. partie doe appearc-and put in baile, 
eitherby himſelfe or his Atturneyzthen the Attachment is 5/0 fadZo, 
void, and declaration being put in, dependeth in Court vpon the {aid 
baile, and if no declaration bee pur in the next Court day, or wi __ 
three 
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three dayes, then the ſaid baile is likewiſc diſcharged by the ſaid 
Cuſtome;albeit this isnot ſoduely obſerued,as the Elhtomarie Law 
of Merchants requireth . But if the partie doenot appeare; and the 
Attachment doe proceed three Court dayes, or three defaults to be 
entred, then for the fourth default judgement or ſentence is giuen, 
that hee. who did make the Attachment ſhall recouer the ſaid debt 
and goods, and take the ſame into his owne poſſeſſion, ypon good 
ſuretics robeput into the Court, toanſwere the value thereof with- 
in one yeare and aday,in which time the proprietaric may diſreaſon 
the ſaid recouerie, by —_— the other parties ſurmiſes or allega- 
tions, prouing that the ſpecialtic was paied whereupon the Attach- 
ment was grounded , For the Attachments beyond the Seas cannot 
be made vpon any pretended Action , but muſt bee done ypon a Bill 
of debt, and many times the Magiſtrates will ſequeſter thegoodsor 
debts into their owne hands, to auoid incertainties of honeſt dea- 
lings. Beſides,Merchants will be aduiſed before they make Artach- 
ments', becauſe both the Ciuile Law, and Cuſtomes of Merchants 
doe impoſe great damages vpon the partie,it hee haue made his At- 
tachment without iuſt cauſe, ro the ouerthrow of the other parties 
credit . And moreouer, if it be ypon debts appearing by ſpecialties 
or Bills Obligatorie, it may fall out that the ſaid debts are transfer- 
red or ſet ouer vntoother Merchants,according to the Cuſtome here- 
tofore mentioned, whereby the propertie isaltered. 

I remember a caſe of mine owne, that happened aboue twentic 
y_ ſince,which concurreth with the matter in hand : A Merchant 

ing indebted vnto me, by a Bill Obligatorie the ſumme of 800 #®, 
payable at ſix moneths,was perſwadedby a friend of his(with whom 
I had ſome differences and controuerfies of accounts ) to ſuffer an 
Attachment tobe made in his hands of the ſaid moneys, by the Cu- 
ſtome of London,vpon promiſe made vntohim, That he would giue 
him long dayes of payment for the ſaid moneys : whereupon my 
Debtor appeareth to the ſaid Attachment, and did acknowledge 
the ſaid debt of 800 ®,relying vponthe long dayes of paiment,and 
he that madethe Attachment did proceed in the Law,and had judge- 
ment thereupon, making no doubt toobtaine execution accordingly. 
Being aduiſed by learned councell in London, wee ſuffered him ſo 


Atuachments 


farre toproceed, and then we did ſpeake in Arreſt of execution, and 92 ——_ 


ments, 


brought a Writ of Certiorare out of the Kings Bench, vnder the hand 
of the Lord Chicfe Iuſtice, putting in ſpeciall baile in London to ſa- 
tisfie the judgement . The record was remoued to the ſaid Court of 
Kings Bench, and there wee did put in other baile, and ypon that 
brought a Super/edias into London,and difcharged our eſpeciall baile, 
and by the Law the ſaid Attachment andal!l proceedings were made 
void , and this Merchant was taken, P#oconfeſ/o,and ordered to bring 
the money inſtantly intothe Court, whereas he had yct ſix moneths 
for the payment ; the intereſt whereof was 40 ?, whereby the Pro- 
uerbe tooke place, Fallere fallentem non eſt fram, 1 
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No arreſt to 
be aiter Sun 
ſer. 


Here the Law did preuaile againſt Cuſtome : but in another like 
matter of attachment, Cuſtome hath preuailcd againſt the Law, 

One being indebted vnto another the ſumme of one hundreth 
pounds payableat a certaine time, it came to paſle that the Creditor 
went ouer beyond the Seas before the money was due: the cautelous 
Debtor,vpon vntrue ſurmiſe to defraud the Creditor , made atrach- 
ment of - comms in his owne hands by the Cuſtome of London, 
and put in ſureties to bee anſ{werable for it for one yeare and a day, 
according tothe manner and orderof the Court, in which time the 
ſaid Creditor was todiſreaſon the ſaid pretended debt ; but the Cre- 
ditor ( being beyond the Seas and ignorant of theſe proccedings) 
came ouer after the expiration of the yearc and aday,and the Debtor 
had judgement vpon the faid attachment,and execution awarded yn- 
tohim in his owne hands. The Creditor being now come ouer,de- 
manded his money, the other denied to owe him any ; in briefe,the 
Bill was put in ſuit at the Common Law , the Debtor did plead the 
faid judgement and recoueric in London, and by that praQtiſe and 
fraudulent meanes defeated his Creditor : and being done by Law,it 
is taken to benocouſenagetobe puniſhed by the Starre-chamber or 
other Courts, onely the partic is A.X. 

Touching Citizens or Merchants arreſts beyond the Seas, there is 
a Cuſtome that no Officer may arreſt after Sun ſer , ſuch therefore as 
gocabroad bur at thoſe times , are ſaid to Fly with the Owle, by a com- 
mon Prouerbe: and it is hoped by the ſaid Cuſtome that the Debtor 
may ( by having acceſſe at ſome time vnto his Creditor ) ana 18 5" 
with him, and preſerue the good opinion and credit wherein hee li- 
ueth,and thereby not onely haue meanes to recouer himſelfe, but al- 
ſobean occaſion to gather in his owne debts ſooner . In ſome places 
alſo they may not arreſt ypon the Sabbath dayes and Holy-dayes, to 
the end they ſhould not bee depriued of Diuine Seruice towardes 
God, and comfortof their ſoules. 

The Officers or Sericants may not arreſt any man vpon the Burſſe 
or Royall Exchange, although the partie tobe arrcſted ſhould yeeld 

thereunto, and renounce the ſaid priviledge. It is not many yeares 
ſince that a Merchant of Amſterdam ( being vpon the Exchange at 
Antuerp ) had notice giuen him thatanother Merchant had giuen or- 
der, that vpon his going from the Exchange hee ſhould bee arreſted, 
and that the Officer did attend him, being ncere at hand ; whereupon 
hee perceiving the ſaid Officer, called him vnto him , and ſaid , Hee 
would obey the arreſt , which for the firſt time is but an adiourning 
or citation : the Officer did require a pledge of a peece of coyne in 
token thereof (as the manner is ) which hee gaue him . Afterwards 
this Merchantof Amſterdam(being otherwiſe aduiſed by his friends) 
did diſclaime from that arreſt , becauſe it was done vpon the Ex- 
change, and claimed the ſaid priuiledge : inſomuch that the Magi- 
ſtrates and the learned Aduocates on both fides, did thereupon aſ- 


ſemble inthe Towne-houſe, as it were the Guild-hall, and there the 
matter 
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matter wasdebated and diſcuſſed at large, acterding to the lawes. 
And it was at laſt concluded and determined, that the faid Ar- 
reſt was void in Law : for the renunciation of-a Priyiledge by any 
particular , or many perſons ,. cannot derogzreorabrogate any Cy- 
ſtome or Priuiledge, not only in the generall, but alſo in the particu- 


lar ; ſothat within twentie and foure houresafter he might haue bin — the 
arreſted againe, but he was non inuentus,and-vpon this Arreſt he was Pne's*: 


« -  ©# 
= =# 


to find caution tognſwere the law... - 1 | ©. 

The like is to be vnderſtood for all prjuiſefiged places, as Chur- 
ches,Chappels, Church-yards, and other plyres of juriſdicions:and 
diuers Cities and Towns do not permit any manto be arreſted-ypon 
forreine pleas for debts or contraQts made in other townes, places, 
or countries,which are as places of refuge for ſome Merchants, as 


the towne of Middleborough in Zealand, and the towne of Dort in Townes of 


Holland , and other cities and townes in other countries, and moſt 
cities and rowns wherea Nation,or a Societieof Merchants doagree 
to make their reſidence, as the Companie of Merchants Aducntu- 
rers and others, commonly the ſaid cities and townes dog exempt 
them from all litigious ſuirs which happen berweene themſclues,to 
be determined by their Gouernour or Court maſter ; ſoas only con- 
trouerlies happening betweene them and ſtrangers or inhahitants are 
ſubie@ to the ordinarie courſe of rhe law , forthe determjnation of 
Merchants differences. They will alſo free them from alldebes ow- 
ing by Kings, Princes, and States, ſo that che ſubiets goods ſhall 
not be lyable thereunto,tothe end that trafficke be not interrupted. 


The Officers or Serieants whichmake theſe arreſts are knowne by Officers 


their habite, or bya rod tobe ſcenein their hands, and may not by 
ſtealth come ypon a man,wherby many inſolencies are preuented,and 
Serieants are not ſubie& ro.be killed, as many times they are with vs. 
And if they hauenot their habits or colours, no man is to aſſiſt them 
if they be abuſed, andthe reſcuing of a man then is no offence : and 
howſocuer,if a man Arreſted,orto be Arreſted, do run away, cuerie 
man giueth him way,as deſirous to helpe him , to keepe him out of 
troubles, accounting the Arreſting of a man to bea part of the hang- 
mans office : and neuerthelefſe, their hangmen are ſeene to be al- 
waiesin rich apparrell, andare reputed as neceſfarie members in 
a common-wealth , whereas in England it is verie contemptible 
and baſe. 

Returning to ſpeake againe of Attachments,it is a matter of great 
conſideration with vs,not to admit any tobe done either in London, 


or any other citie or towne corporate, according to the cuſtome of arachments 
London, vnleſle it be vpon plaine ſpecialties,and alſo with putting in *Þe =—_ 


good ſureties for the coſts : forir is a verie dangerous thing for Mer- I” 
chants dwelling beyond the ſeas , as alſo Merchants which dwell in 
remoteplacesof the kingdome, hauing their Factors at London, if 
they vpon any ſirmiſe or pretence of debt ſhall make ſecretly any 
Artachmeat in their owne hands of their maſters goods, cirher when 


they 


428 Lex «Mercatoria. 


chey know their maſter to be dead, or travelling in ſome forreine 
countries vpon a long volage,as occaſion may fall our, and ſo by pra- 
iſe deceiue them of their eſtates, by pleading afterwards the ſaid 


Attachment or Indgement had thereupon in bar,as aforeſaid. 
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CHa?. XII. 
Of Sequeſtrations and Executions. 


& He magiſtrates conſidering , that abuſes nay be 

2, committed many waies by attachments, do com- 

a monly vic Sequeſtration of goods by deliuering 

them into the hands of a third perſon , or taking 

of them into their owne cuſtodie or power, for 

by theſe meanes alſo are many attachments pre- 

hang rw vented, which men would do,if the diſpofing of 

the goods or debts did come into their owne power, wherein they 

| haue acarenotrofeed the humourof contentious perſons, which is 

meerely contrarie to the courſe of trade, which is the cauſe that in 

Exeetionis the execution of their ſentences ( wherein the life of the law doth 

——_ ®© conſilt) do procecd gradatim, and if any ſuch Sequeſtration is 

; made vniuſtly,or without cauſe,the Ciuvile Law,as alſo the office of 

Priour and Conſulls ( hercafter declared) will give good coſts and 
dammages. | | | 

Conſiderable _ In the procceding of the ſaid Magiſtrates, there are many perſua- 

Exccutions. fjge meanes vicd by them , inthe behalfe of the debtour with the 

creditor, to bring him to-a compoſition, if not, then ſome Officers 

are ſent to the parties houſe to keepehim, as it were, a priſoner, to 

— whomhe muſt giue mear, drinke, lodging,and a daily fee,according 

tothe Tudges appointment,and as the.matter may be of moment, to 

-- = theend thatby thispecuniarie puniſhment, he may cauſe him to pay 

-or ſatisfie the creditor, which is aggrauated by ſending two Officers 

at the firſt,then two more,and ſofix or cighr of them to eate him out 

.of houſe and home, for theſe men will gnaw him to the verie bones, 

and are therefore called Clyuers or Deuourers , But if the debtor 

will not endure this, and do go wilfully to priſon, then the creditor 

muſt find the debtor maintenance, at the diſcretion of the Iudge, 


who may,if he will, preſently put him to bread and water, which is 
MY ſeldome 
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ſeldome or neuerdone ; but when it is knowne that the partic hath 
meanes,and will not ſatisfic his creditor, who ( after the impriſon- 
ment of the perſon) cannot come ypon thegoods againe, according 
tothe common lawes of the realme, then he is to be kepr in CAri#s 
cuſtodia , with bread and water tor a time, atthediſcretion of the 
Iudge. Bur if the debtor be ſo poore,and notwithſtanding hath ſuch 
a cruell aduerſaric that will make dice of his bones, thatis ſay, to 
haue his debtor die in priſon, and to nang vpabale of dice forhim in 
the Crowne Office,as is done by the Officer in place, or the Goaler, 
then hath the Law beyond the ſeas prouided ſomerceliefefor this 
poore man : forthe cuſtome is(in Germanie, France, [talie,Spain,and 
the Low Countries)that no man is impriſoned for debt aboue a yere 
and a day, in which time the creditors haue power to take,ſeiſe, and 
ſell all the eſtate of the debtor; which being done,or before,the wo- 
man in moſt places may claime her dower for herreliefe & children, 
. and thereſt is diuided amongſt the creditors as far as it will go, and 
ſo the debror is freed from thoſe debts for cuer : for by the Civile 
Law, Qui wult cedere bonisliberatus eſt a debits, if the debtor do relin- 
quiſh his eſtate to the creditor, he is free from the debts, and all 
oods falling to him atrerwards are his owne. But this mans euer 
after diſabled to come to any, preferment, and ſuch acreditor as is 
the cauſe of it, will bc hated and accounted worſe than a Iew or Pa- 
gan, For the manner of Cederebonys, or to make ceſſion of goods, is T1, manner 
veric hainons,and of wonderfull diſgrace z ſo that moſt men will ra+ of cedere boni, 
therdic in miſerie, than tocome vnto it, / becauſe it happencth not 
once in twentie yeares : yet isit farre inferiqur tothe puniſhment of 
the pillpric,or the ſtriking ouer the legge vicd in Ruſſaat the credi- 
tors inſtance, whereby the debtor is ſex at libertie,and thedebt paid. 
The partie commeth before the towne-houlſe, and ſtandeth ypon a 
ſtone in the view of all the people, and vnlooſing his girdle , he deſi- 
reth them,and all the world to take notice, that he hath nothing left 
him to pay his creditors, and ſo renounceth all, what may. be found 
co be his, or what any mannerof waies he might pretend : and in 
token thereof, he may not weare his girdle any more,nor, be imploy- 
ed inany buſinefſeas aliuing man, yet afterwards by lome.compoli- 
tion to be made with the creditors, he may be reſtored by a declara- 
tionto be made by ſome Officer vponthe ſaid ſtone, and then he.is 
permitted ro weare his girdle againe. | > 
In the ſaid countries, no proctemas or man of qualitie, may be 
impriſoncdart all for debts , his eſtate onely\is liable.thereunto, and 
yet with reſeruation of ſuch neceſſarie things, as Honeſtie, Honour, 
Humanitie,and Chriſtianitie doth challenge : namely, the ſouldiours 
Perſon, his Armes, his Apparrell, Bed, and Chamber ,conueniently 
and neceſſarily furniſhed, which may not be taken for debt : and the 
like reſeruation is made to euerie other man of qualitie, ſo that-im- 
priſonment of men bodies for debt. (.according..to the common 


praRiſe of, England ) is a greater burgen 'and bondage , than is:to 
| be 
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be found in any other chriſtian or heathen countrie. 

And for aſmuch as the miſchiefe and incoueniences, ariſing to 
the King and Common-wealth , by the impriſoning of mens bodies 
for debt, haue beene propounded heretofore in Parlement, by aprin- 
ted remonſtrance which ( like vntoa Pamphlet) may be loſt, where. 
by good matrers are many times put in oblivion, I have thought con- 
uenient to make an abſtract thereof, in the maner , as the ſaid reaſons 
arelaid downe, to be inſertedin this booke, in hope of ſome releefe 
vnto decayed Merchants , whoſe eſtates may remaine liable to an- 


| ſweretheir creditors , without impriſoning of their bodies , againſt 


Againſt the 
law of God. 


the Law of God, the Law of man, the Rule of juſtice, the Law of 
conſcience and chriſtian charitie and againſt rhe Practiſe of other 
countries,as aforeſaid, and finally againſt the creditors owne profit. 
The Law of God, willeth and commaundeth euerie man to fol- 
low a vocation to doe the honour, duties, and ſeruices, owing to his 
Prince and countrie, and Parents, and to maintaine his wife, children 
and family , and to inſtru them, in the feare of God ; ſo that what- 
ſoeuer, dire&ly or indireQly forbiddeth the faid chriſtian duties, in 
the performing thereof (by an impriſonment ) is againſt the law of 
God, whereuponall humane lawes ought tobe grounded . Nolaw 
of God, willeth or commaundeth impriſonments of mens bodies 
for debt,noris it warranted byany example inthe word of God, and 
the efficient meanes bringing men intopriſon as vſurie is , appearerh 


 plainely tobe forbidden by the word of God, as hath beene noted 


Xx64.22.36, 
Dent.23-19, 
Lewt.25 35. 
Execb.18 8. 
Jeremy 3 4.14- 


Againſt the 
law of man, 


- tionand 


Habtas corpus, 


out of the old law, neither hath the law of the Goſpell a word of 
commaund or warrant for impriſoning a chriſtianbrother fordebr, 
but rather containetha commaund to relieue him if he be fallen into 
decay, to take care how and wherein he ſhall ſleepe,to ſer him freeat 
fixe yeares end and then to reward him. | 
By the Law of man it was not ſo, 4b izitio : for by the Common 

Laws'of England,which are themoſt ancient,moſt eminent , & moſt 
binding lawes, no man may be taken or impriſoned for debt, but the 
creditor was totake farisfaction, vpon the debtors eſtate of goods & 
lands , according to Magna Char. 3.H.3. and 14.4.3. although after 
accountants 'onely were to be impriſoned vntillthey paied, which 
was made g againſt all debtors by the ſtatute of the 2 5.E4.3. 
cap.1 7. mos in Execution, mightanddid follow theirvoca- 

Ires, by baile, mainpriſe or baſton, as by the ſtatute of 1, 
Rich: 2. cap. 12. and from that time forwards, were priſoners tied vp 
ſhorter to the writ of Habeas corpus or the Kings ſpeciall mandate, 
vpon ſurmiſes, that the ſaiddebtors made ſecret eſtates in truſt to de- 
fraud their creditors or were wilfulland obſtinate to pay them,bein 
able. To anſwere theſe obieQtions, it is vniuſt to puniſh all promil- 
cuouſly , aſwell frauders , anon franders, without and before any 
proofe made; yer if the fraud were proued or his abilitie and ſuffici- 
encie either, theres ho cauſe to impriſon his bodie, becauſe the law 
doth giue the eſtatefourthwith to the creditor , whether thedebtor 


will 


—— — 
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will orno : ſoit is ſtill needleſſe to impriſon the bodie, for twentie 
yeares impriſonment diſcounteth neuer a pennie of the debt, and 
yet the debtor hath ſuffered more miſerie and puniſhment, than a 
ouiltie Traytor or Rebcll ſuffereth forthe highelt offence. 

It is againſt the rule of Iuſtice and law of Narure, that men equal- 
ly free borne ſhould be deprived of the commonand equall libertie, 
and bee giuen intothe power of another withour criminall cauſe or 

uilr, 

: The debtor is either puniſhed for guilt orcoherfion : if for guilr, 
it is againſt the rule of Iuſtice ; for ro bee found a debtor in the 
Law, is nocriminall guilt, and therefore vniuſt to puniſh him crimi- 
nally : If for coherſion, to make the debtor bring forth his eſtate to 
the payment of the debr ; it is alſoagainſt the rule of Iuſtice to en- 
force a man by puniſhment todoe that, which appearethnotto be in 
his power, or whereof the Law is alreadic certified thatthere is not 
wherewithall rodoe, according to the purporrt of the Capias granted 
againſt che bodice by the Common Law. 

Ir is alſo againſt the rule of Tuſtice to thruſt all kind of debtors 
intoa priſon together in a heape,withour reſpect co the different qua- 
lities ofmen,to more or lefſe guilt of fraud or obſtinacie,or whether 


—— 


Againſt the 
rule ol Juſtices 


it bee an honeſt oran vſurious debr, to.more or lefſe meanes of the puurarch in 
debtor, whereby hee muſt liue or ſtaruc in priſon, or tothe holding Sons life. 


him one or twentie yeares in priſon ; for ſomeare great debts for 
thouſands, ſome are ſmall debts for trifles, ſome are ſuppoſed debts 
not yet proued, and in truth ſome are no debts . But for certaineall 
(ornine in tenne )are vſurious debts and forfeitures, ſcarſe one ho- 
neſt debt of a hundred, butall by vnlawfull gaine vpon corrupt and 
deſperate aduentures. 

But it wil be ſaid that impriſonment is no puniſhment, for priſoners 
line at eaſeand pleaſure, &c. according to the received opinion : but 
the miſeries and afflitions of impriſonmentare inexplicable and can- 
not bec conceiued by any that hauenot felt or had proofe thereof. 

The auncient Romanes conſtrued and reputed impriſonmenttro 
bee a guard, or ſafe keeping of ſlaues and bondmen , but a hea- 
vie puniſhment to free borne men: and it is recorded rhat the 
Prophet Aicha was ſent to priſon to bee fed with the bread of at- 
fiction. 


For impriſonment is a corporall puniſhmenr,a griefe and torture A diſcription 
of the mind, a long and lingring dying , and ſomerimes a ſhorr kil- ** »®priten- 


ling by plague, &c. it ouerthrowetha mans reputation, and deſtroy- 
eth all that is goodand deare vnro bim, his kindred grow ſtrange, his 
friends forſake him, his wife and children ſuffer with him , or leaue 
him,orrebell,or degenerate againſt him, and lye open toall diſgrace 
and villanic of the world, in whoſe miſcries the priſoner ſuffereth 
more than in his owne ſufferings : before him the ſight of all theſe 
miſeries and cuills, and (which is nor the leaſt ) he lies open to euerie 
arrow of ſcandall or calumnie, that a malicious aduerſarie will ſhoor 
at 


—— 
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at him,which he can neither reſiſt nor auoid, becauſe hee is abſent to 
confront them : behind him griefe for loſle of libertie,credit,friends, 
eſtate,andall good fortunes z his baile and ſureties ( who commonly 
archis neereſt kin, ordeareſt friends) lye in the power of his aduer- 
farie, orarealreadie impriſoned . To ſay nothing of ill ayre,ſtraight 
place,hard lodging, vnwholſome diet,with thenoiſe,noiſomnes, pe- 
ſtring and fettering the body of thepriſoner,as rhe leaſt of many cuils. 

Let this be weighed in the ballance of Conſcience and Chriſtian 
Charitie, and you fhall find that theſe proceedings cannot ſubfiſt, for 
theyare againſt the Law of God, and not warranted by Scripture. 
Bur to induce diuers neceffaric conſequences for proofe hereof ,, we 
areto confider how many wayes any man may guiltlefly and inno- 
cently fall by the Law, be conuidt of debt or damages, and caſt into 
priſon thereupon, vis. 

By miſprifton or ignorance of himſelfe or his Atturney ; in plea» 
ding of the cauſe by careleſſe or vaskilfull Councellors, eſpecially 
when falſe things are cunningly laid,or true things vncertainly laid. 

By the neceſlitic of the defendant, wanting meanes to pay his At- 
turney or Councell, and by: combination of the aduerſarie with the 
defendants Atturney, Sollicitor, or Councellor, or with the witnef- 
ſes or Iurors,for loue, malice, or ends of their owne. 

By periurie of witneſſes, in concealing, peruerting, and miſapply- 
ing truth, or depofing vntruth, and by ſubornation of Witneſſes, Tu- 
rors,or Officers in the impannelling of Iurors, and corruption of the 


Iudge. 

F man may likewiſe be difabled and become infoluent,by as many 
caſualties and ats of honeſt and good intentions, and conſequently 
becomea debtor, and be caſt into priſon thereupon ; as by ſuretiſhip, 
baile, or ſecuritie for kinſmen , friends, or others ; likewile by loane 
vato them, who pay not againe; alſo by falſhood of triends, ſcruants, 
and others put in truſt with monics,cuidences,office,trade,and lands: 
Againeby mouing a iuſt ſuit in Law, where might, practiſe, or fall- 
hood onerbeareth him,or many yeares ſuit confumeth him. 

Alſo by fire,water,ſhipwracke, and ſuch like ſudden and vnreſiſta- 
ble accidents at ſea; or at land,by robberie of Theeues and Pirats. 

By vaprofitable buyings and ſellings of Lands, Leaſes, Merchan- 
diſcs, &Cc. 

By arrcſt,ſeizures,or pretences and detriment of forraine Princes. 

| By ſudden loffe of friends or maſters, on whoſe fauour any mans 
eſtate dependeth : alſo by errours in making or keeping reckonings 
and accounts,or by loſing ornot calling for Acquitances,Bils,Bonds, 
Releaſes,or Ingagements and Aſſurances, for Warranties, Annuities, 
Dowers, IoynQures, Legacies, and ſuch like. 

By Vſurors and Vluric,cating vpa mans eſtate by intereſt and for- 
feitures, and by a multitude of other meanes, whereby no man is ſe- 
Cured but may become adebtor and inſoluent. [TIES 

And this Lay taketh no conlideration , or admits no information 


hereof 


( 
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hereof, bur in Summs 1ure, giueth the whole forfeiture withour any Samus 1 


conſcionable reſpeR, and the after proceedings are ſutable : forafter 
judgement , though the debtor by his goods diſcharge ninetie and 
nine pounds , of one hundreth pounds principall ; yet the bodie is 
ſubie&to be impriſoned, till he x the whole forfeiture of two hun- 
dreth pounds : and the words of the Statute'are, That if hee haue no 
goods nor chattels,or not enoughto ſatisfie the whole, his bodie ſhall 
be impriſoned for the reſt, till he make payment or agreement, Marle- 
any 4b owe 52 H.3,&c. x 

o cuerie way it is in the abſolute will and power of the cre- 
ditor , to caſt the debtors bodie' into priſon ; when in all conſci- 
ence and equitie, if he haue no meanes ro is y, he ought tobe let out 
of priſon, ornot to be impriſoned art all , becauſe the debtors bodie 
can giue no ſatisfation to the creditor, being in it ſelfe conſidered. 

Some priſoners haue meanesand arewilling,but cannot pay,cither 
becauſe the preſent power of their eſtates is not in them, or in regard * 
of the time, that they cannot ſell or receive payment, or in regard of 
the worth, for ſcarce any will buy a priſoners lands, leaſe, or goods 
at halfe the worth : or in regard of others interreſſed, without whoſe 
conſent hee cannot diſpoſe thereof, or the eſtate is intangled with 
dowers, joynQures, warranties, aſſurances, ſtatutes, &c. Some have 
not meanes ſufficient to pay all, and ſome have no meancsart all, and 
are kept in priſon becauſe they haue rich friends, who for their ſake 
live anddie miſerably in priſon. 

Some haue meanes and will not pay, of fraud and obſtinacie, but 
of theſe there is hardly found one in a hundred: for if that were ſo,the 
creditor ( who ſearcheth the veric-reines of the debtor , and his 
eſtate) will rather ſeiſe and recouer the priſoners cſtare,than caſt him 
into priſon, where if he die he loſcth all. 

'  Nowifan honeſt man may innocently fall in the Law , by ſuch a 
multirude of accidents. practiſes, and errours of others, and by doing 
juſt and friendly offices to others, and may faile alſo in his eſtate, an 

+ become inſoluent by ſo many wayes, caſually and cauſcleſly in him- 
ſelfe, and by the fault anderrors of others,and cannot be a criminall 
debtor but one way, which is by fraud and obſtinacie onely(of which 
ſcarce one example is to bee found ina hundred, ) how can it ſtand 
with any charitie or conſcience tonegle@ and paſſe by ſomany cir- 
cumſtances, and to fall ypon the debtor with ſuch crueltie, by laying 
ſuch a heape of miſeries vpon him, his wife, children, and reputation 
at once, as impriſonment bringeth 2 ; 

Itis true that the ancient Common Lawes of England, are verie 
ſtri& in this point of maintaining Pats and ContraQts ; but the con- 
trats of thoſertimes were ſimple,honeſt,and legall,and the recouerie 
was againſt the eſtate —_— there were no | bonds knowne, 
nor v{urie praftiſed by Chriſtians when thoſe Lawes were made;but 
all our contraRs- and bonds, or the greateſt part, are corrupted with 
vſurie and forfeitures, which are extortion ina high degree : and to 

. P p force 


"i 


"IT "2 4. a Wag 


Lex Mercatoris. 


The penaltie , 


of Bonds yn* 
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force-men to performe ſuch with the loſſe of their eſtates, credit, li- 

bertie, and many times of life toq, is moſt inequirable. 

-. Eſpecially being the Law prouideseuerie creditor his full damage, 
without the help of a penall Bond,which ſhewerh thar all forfeitures 
are needleſſe : and they are vniuſt alſo, for they make the vſurer 
indge of his owne damage , which of right belongeth to the iudge. 

ment of the Law. 

But it will be ſaid, that the Chancerie doth mitigate the hardneſſe 
and rigour ofthe Law invſuries for forfeitures,and that wrong judge- 
ments may be reucrſed Rs, CAndita Querela,&c. 

"The an{were is, That the remedie is worſe than the diſeaſe, for all 
courſes of xeliefe by Law in Chancerie, are hard, tedious, vncertaine, 
-tong,and extreame chargeable ; andit is a lamentable caſc,that when 
the debtor is vaiuſtly or vnconſcionably caſt in the Law, ſtript of his 
eſtate, his bodie impriſoned, his libertic tied vp,his credit deſtroyed, 
and his friends baniſhed ; then to ſend him ſodiſabled toſeeke reme- 
die by new ſuits in Chancerie, which are chargeable aboue meaſure: 
and with the ſame extremitie doth the Statute of Bankrupts dealc 
with the pooredebtor,as heretofore hath beene declared. 

That priſoners are compaſſed with a multitude of ineffable miſe- 
ries, and heauie afflitions, and therefore ſome cannot chooſe to be- 
come weake in faith, ſtaggard or deſperate , when there isno manto 
ſpeakea word of comfort in due ſeaſon, appeareth by the miſerable 
ends of many deſperateperſons, whereby one with ſhame and di- 
ſtemperature loſerh his ſenſe and dyes, another for pouertie and 


 wantperiſhed , one with feare and griefe breakes his heart outright; 


Faith compa- 


anthers heart that cannot breake;, the deuill is readieto teach him 
deſperately how to make way : one vncharitably flies from his kee- 
per, another deſperately aduentures his life to breake priſon zand fi- 
nally many arecareleſſe and giuen to all vices. For Firh is rightly 
compared to a Lampe, which muſt haue oyle continually to main- 


red coalawpe. tine their light , which otherwiſe is ſoone exſtinguiſhed. So doth 


Obiettion. 


Anſwere. 


the Word of God maintaine Faith by continuall preaching , where- . 
of priſoners are deſtitute forthe moſt part. 

Some men will excuſe the ynconſcionableſſe of the Law, allea- 
ging that in ſeazing the debtors bodie and goads, and giuing way to 
vſuries, forfeitures, and corrupt bargaines, the Law doth no more 
than the debtor himſelfe hath contracted vnder his hand and ſeale : 
And Yolewti non fit iniuris, whercunto it is anſwered. 

1 Firſt that the guiltof the Law cannot bee ſo waſhed off, for in 


debts where there is no contraQ ynder the debtors hand and ſeale, 
the Law gives the debtors goods, and his bodie into priſonat the 
creditors will, 

2 Thatthedebtor is not Yolexs,for it is againſt eucrie debtors will 
to pay vſurie or forfeiture , but hee is preſſed thereunto 
neceſſitie onthe one fide, and by the creditors vnchari 
the other, who will not lead but for vſurie and forfeiture. 


his owne 
le will on 
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The common ſaying { wolenti non fit iniuris ) is afalle poſiti 
elſe itis lawfull 1; 15 a man inthe head that is willing to die? 
which isabſurd; for the will or conſent of the partie vatoana@ that 
iSin it ſelfe yniuſt, cannot make the a iuſt, nor iuſtifiethe aRtour, 

It isalſo obieRted,thar if mens bodics may not be impriſoned, how 
ſhall they recouer their debts ? | 

Anſwere, the debtors eſtate only as this kingdome did here- 
tofore, and other kingdomes now do, andthcrefore letthecreditor 
ground his truſt thercupon, and truſt no further than the creditors 
cltate,for thence onely canhe hauc true ſatisfaQtion . It is replyed, 
That there will be no more credit giuen if mens bodies may not 
impriſoned,and conſequently,tradeand comerce wil decay. Anſwer, 
honeſt trade, honeſt contracts, and honeſt truſt willnotwithſtandi 
be as plentifull, for while there is the ſame vic, neceſfſitie, and profit 
by commerce, there muſtneeds be the ſameeffeQ : True iris, that 
vſurious contraQts will bee more relatinely made to everic mans 
cſtate,credit and honeſtie, as they did in the times of the old law and 
of the Goſpel,and yet do in politicke gouernmetrits. © 


It is againſtthe creditors owne profit, for all meancs of ſatisfaRti- Aguint the 


on muſt ariſc-either out of the debrors credit, out of his labour. and 
induſtrie,out of the will of his friends,or out 6fhis orne eſtate'; arid 
all things that depriveor difable the debtor in any of theſe, do wea- 
ken and leſlen his meanes,and conſequently tend tothecreditors pre« 
iudiceand diſaduantage, Herein it is not-needfull torchearſcall the 
former miſcries decreaſing the debtors eſtate : for dayly experience 
proueth,that many.debtors haue offered at the firſt to pay the princi- 

alldebt,or halfe, before they were caſtin priſon , which afterwards 
io more troubles and charges comming ypon them,were diſabled to 
pay any thing:how prepoſterous and abſurdisir then to caſt the deb. 
tors bodic intopriſon,where his eſtate is waſted, his credit ſpoiled,his 
fortunes and vertues loſt, his bodice afflited , his life conſumed and 
murdered, and whereby the creditor bars himlſelfe fromall retedie 
againſt his eſtate for euer ? 

The conſideration hereof maketh the debtor to retaine in his 
hands what they canto maintaine themſelues, their winesand chil- 
dren, and to keepe them from periſhing , which makethalſoagainſt 
the crditors profit. 


creditors owng 


The bodie of euericſubietbelongeth totheking , and euerie ſub+ Tomhepreiu 


ie is a member or ſingle part of the bodic of the common-wealth; ——= 


ſo that totakethisbodie, and to caſt the ſame. into priſon for debt, mon-weakh, * 


where he muſt lie rotting idlely and ynprofitably all the daies of his 
life, and die miſerably, 1sno other than to ſtrip and robthe king and 
common-wealth of their limbes and members, and conſequently of 
the ſcruices and endeauours of a great number of ſubicas yearely, 
of all degrees and profeſſions to do ſeruice to the king and common- 
wealth ; which number of priſoners exceedcth all the priſoners in 
all other countries. | 
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"rt is therefore in chriſtian Charity wiſhed, and in all Godly Pali. 
ciedefired, Thatthe bodies and endeauours of all debtors, may be 
free from impriſonment, and the creditors recoueriebe made againſt 
thedebtors lands and govds, according to the ancient fundamencall 
Liwsof this Kingdome, being moſt conſonant tothe Law of God, 
cochriſtian Charitie , tothe ruleof Inſticeandto godly Policie as a- 
forelaid , Andrhardwerim, the relcife of priſoners may be permir- 
ted, which ilace Cpt ee eranres for herand her Succeſ- 
ſors in the. 48. yeare of her Raigne, by a large Commiſſonrecor- 
ded in the high court of Chancerie , the exemplification whereof 
was by all priſoners for debr humbly deſired. Fr 21M 

Many other reaſons are alledged- in the ſaid remonſtrance in- 
veRiue againſt vſuric and'vſurors, 'which I have omitted ; and 
hereunto let vs adde certaine obſeruations in generall concerning 


The Low is ſaid to bea mute Mabiſtrate : but the Nagt- 
gp henry erier 


þ 3 os ngth of the Law is in commanding , andthe ſtrength of 
commanding is in the conſtraining or executing of the Law, 
which belongeth ynto Tudges and Magiſtrates . Theconfiderarion 

hereof didproduce a diuerficjie of opinions,whether Indges or Ma- 

giſtrares ought to be for a time or terme of life, the often changing 

, Of them being according rothe cuftgme of the Romans , who did 
Cultorsof {\ſtigare men to accule thoſe that had nor a the place of 


" 
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knowthe duty of it 429d commonly 


* nr that he ſhould 
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giſtrate, that within a 
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what ſubieR will yeeld him due reſpeR and reverence ? whereas on 
the contrarie, it hisoffice be perpetuall and his eſtate afſured,heis re- 
ſolued boldly to refiſt the wicked, todeftendthe good,to revenge the 
iniuries of the oppreſſed, and cuen to withſtand tyrants , who manie 
times haue becne aſtoniſhed to ſee the conſtancieof the Iudges and 
Magiſtrates in the execution of juſtice, according to the law : and 
herein is the common law excellent, becauſethe Iudges and Magi- 


C ' I; . 
had by Iudges 
permanent. 


ſtrates are aiſthoriſed accordingly forterme of life, as the dignitic 


of the place requireth , and arealſo choſen with great ſolemnite, in 
_ of their integritie, knowledge, and: experience in the lawes, 
whereof they are the ornaments, whereas tocall the yearely Iudges 
in queſtion, after their time expired,is a derogation and diſhonourto 
the lawes in other countries. | 

The Sherifes and many other Officers which put in euery countie 
the writs, ommandments,and iudgements of the courts in execution 
are remoued euerie yeare, and the ſame being expired, they may be 
called to account,to anſwere for any miſdemeanors committed b 
them during their office by the ordinaric courſe of the law, whic 
maketh them vigilant and circumſpe in the execution of their pla- 
ces which they ſupplie, cither perſonally , or by deputies for whoſe 
offence they muſt anſwere. 

This authoritie and ſeueritie of the Iudges therefore doth prevent 
manie miſchiefes,putring a fearc inthe hearts of the offendors of the 
law by the rigour thereof, which incriminall caſes is called by ſome 
crueltie. But the mercifull Indge is more to be blamed in theſe caſes 
than the ſeuere, becauſe ſeueritie maketh men tobe obedient vnto 
the lawes, whereas too much lenitie cauſerh contempt both of 
Lawes and Magiſtrates . Neuertheleſſe, as there is in all common- 
wealestwo principall points which the Magiſtrares are to conſider, 
namely Law and Equirtie, ſo the execution of law is to be confidered 
by the Magiſtrate , who ſometimes being too ſeuere,may domore 
hurt tothe common-wealth than good ; ſeing the intention of thoſe 
that made thelaw , was to prouide for the good of the common- 
wealth, Slus populi ſuprema lex eſto, | 

This may be ſaid eſpecially in regard of the ſtatute Lawes,where- 
of we hauc theexample of Empſon and Dudley freſh in memorie,who 
being priuie Councellors toking Henrie 7,cauſed the penall lawes to 
be ſtrialy executed againſt his ſubies, whereby the king gathered 
much treaſure with the loſſe of the loue of his ſubies, which was 
much diſpleafing vnto him,as the Chronicles of this realme haue re- 
corded. Becauſe there is nothing ſoecffeuall to cauſe the prince to 
be called a tyrant than this courſe of ſtrit execution of lawes,which 
hath an affinitie with the ſ1ying of Nicholas Machiavell ſometimes Se- 
ctetarie to the great Duke of Tuſcanie , rovching the condition of 
men in generall.t s miſerable that we cannot do all things ; More miſerable 
to do that which we would do, and moſt miſerable to do that which we can do. 

Informers neuertheleſſe are neceſlarie members in a common- 
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wealth,for the maintenance of lawes, which otherwiſe would be 

fruirleſſe,or made as it is ſaid by ſome, propter terrorem , for preuenti- 

on whereof, it is verie commendable to preſeruethislife of the law, 

conſiſting in execution:which was the cauſe that commiſſioners have 

beene heretofore appointed, to retaine mer in their dueties, as the 

Nomophilats in Greece, the C enſurors amongſtche Romans , the 

Ephores at Lacedemon, the Areopagitsar Athens, the Viſitors in 

Commitiio- Spaine, and the Commiſtoners of Tr oyle, the Baſtortin Edward the 

oreane firſt his time; forall humane aRionsare ſo flexible tocuill, that they 

their dneties. haue need of a continuall remembrancer to vertue for the conſerua- 
tion of the publicke good. 

If we will make a compariſon betweene the executionof Crimi- 
nall cauſes and ciuile,we ſhall in a manner find the ſameto be all one 
effetually : for the generall manner of death impoſed by the law, is 
hanging > where in- other countries they haue diuers mannersof ex- 
ecutions,according as the fat is haynous. Murder (being a great of- 
fence)hath inallages been puniſhed with death,bur ſtealing of goods 
was alwaies taken to be much inferior, becauſe the law of God did 
not puniſh the ſame by death,as is now vſcd , and yet a death by ſud- 
den execution, is better than a lingering death by famine, impriſon- 
ment,and other aduerſities,before remembred, | 
The effec of thekings Prerogatiue Royall (robe mercifull even 
when law hath-had her full courſe) is tobe ſeen rather in cauſes ciuile 
than criminall , and that'in the relicfe. of poore diſtreſſed priſoners : 

luſticeand and others: ſecing the Mercy of God(whoſe Lieutenants they ate on . 

MercieinGod exrth)isaboucall his Workes; which maketh me to remember aner- | 

rraries, ror of thecommon people , which thinke the Iuſtice and Mercie of 
God to be contraries, for if they were, they could not be in God,be- 
cauſe the god-head being bur one,and alwaies like it ſelfe,cannot ad- 
mit contraries, and contraries they cannot be, being both vertues, 
whereas no vertue is contrarieto vertue, but onely oppoſiteto vice : 
ſo that(reſpeRing the Kings Prerogatiue in criminal cauſes when the 

| law hath:determined death or puniſhment by perperuall impriſon- 
ment or baniſhment)the King (imitating Gods mercie) doth reſtore 
life, freedome, and libertic, much more may the King dothe ſame in 
ciuile cauſes(when the law commaundeth impriſonment vntill ſari(- 
faction be made of the ———_—_— libertie and prolongation of 
time,as hauing an intereſt inthe perſons of his ſubies,as we haue ob- 


— — 


ſerued. I hauc herein been the more ample,becauſe it concerneth the 
life of many honeſt men &c, 
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CHar, XITLI 
Of Denization and Naturalization of Merchants. 


HE manner to make Merchant ſtrangers, Artificers; 
| or Handie-crafts men to be Denizons or Natutali- 
i zed, was in times paſt without any difference: and 
they did enioy the like libertic and priuiledges, and 
were moſt commonly made by his Maieſties Let- 
ters Patents vnder the Great Seale of England, by 
his Highneſſe Prerogatiue Royall ; whereby they did enioy all the 
freedome and immunities that naturall ſubies doe cnioy, and were 
ſoreputed and taken by the Lawes of the Realtne, vpon their oath 
( Wage irr Chancerie) of alleageance to the King and the Common- 
wealth . But the ſame was afterwardes called in queſtion, vpon the 
miſdemeanors of ſome forgetfull perſons, and then Denizons were 
made to pay Cuſtomesto the King,as ſtrangers, howbeit they might 
buy leaſes, lands and houſes as Engliſh borne ſubiects, and theirchil- 
dren heere borne ſhould bee free, and pay but Engliſh Cuſtome for 
goods imported and exported, and may become freemen of London, 
and buy cloth in Blackewell Hall and all other Markets,and tranſport 
the ſame where it pleaſed them, albeir the Merchants Adventurers 


haue infringed the ſame . Neuerthelefſe (ſome priuiledge to pay Naturalized 
Engliſh Cuſtome, being granted to ſome particular Merchants , by **ngvilhed 


the Princes prerogatiues by Letters Patrents vnder the Great Seale) 
it came to paſſe that theſe were named Naturalized, which might be 
placed in offices, as Iuſtices of the Peaceand Quorem,high Sherifes of 
the Counties, and other places of dignitie, and cameto bee made 
ws. and Barronets, and ſome of them buying lands and leaſes, 
made great purchaſes, married their daughters vnto diuers Gentle- 
menandorhers, did alſo fell lands againe, and bought other lands; 
which buying and ſelling of lands did: require aſſurances to be made, 
and therein ſome Lawyers were of opinion, that by the Law the ſaid 
aſſurances were not of ſufficient validitie without an ARof Parle- - 
ment, and then the Acts of Naturalization were made ; but the ma- 
king of Denizons was alwaycs continued by his Maieſties Letters 
Pattents onely , and they are not ſubieR to the Statute of Employ- 
ment, 
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Denizons not ment, albeit they pay ſtrangers Cuſtomes, and diuers other charges, 


ſubie& ro th 


© which the natiue ſubies doe not pay , whereof Merchants are to 


State of Em- W 


ployment. 


take notice. TgF ce 

No ſtranger which is a Mechanicall perſon , is much inclined to 
be anaturall ſubie&by'AR of Parlement, becauſe of the charge of 
it, which: may bce about 30 ® :- albeic foure or five perſons may 
ioyne together by petition to the Parlement, and haue one AQ for 
them all,the forme whereof is commonly as heereafter followeth. 
And here note that a Merchant is in no danger, if hee beneither De- 
nizonnor Naturalized ; but may deale, trafhcke, and negotiate at his 
pleaſure, but he may takeno leaſes nor buy lands, 


« [N moſt humble manner,beſeech your moſt excellent Maieſtie,your 
* xhumble and obedient Orators 7. L. of Florence, your Maieſties 
<* ſeruant TM: &c.R. B.and M. Q. That whereas theſaid 7. Z. the ſon 
© of A. L.andL. his wife ſtrangers,were borne at Florence inTraly, in 
* the parts beyond the Seas : and whereas, &c. And-whereas A. 0. be- 
© ing the ſonne of X4.0. and C:his wife borne at Bridges in Flanders, 
* intheparts beyond the Seas in lawfull marrimonie,and hath ( for the 

<* moſt part)theſetwentie yeares remained and made his abode in Lon- * 
* don,within your Maieſties Realme of England, during which time, 
© hee hath demeancd himſfelfe faithfully and dutitully towardes your 


© Highneſſe, and your Lawes; yerfor that both he and the reſt of your _ .- 


* Maicſtics Orators were borne in the parts beyond the Seas, they cans” 
©© not take benefit. of your Maieſties Lawes, Statutes and Cuſtomes of 
* your Highneſfe Realme of England, as other your Maieſties ſubies 
© borne withinthis Realme, to their great prejudice, loſſe and hinde- 
© rance : It may therefore pleaſe your Highneſle;, of your moſt noble 
* and aboundant grace, that it may be ordained;cnated and eſtabliſhed 
* by your Highnes,the Lords Spirituall and Temporall, and the Com- 
* mons of this preſent Parlement aſſenibled, and by the authoritieof 
* the ſame, That your Maieſtics moſt humble Petitioners 7.Z. T. M. 


- © R.B. and M.0. and cuerie of them ſhall from henceforth bee ad- 


© judged, reputed andrakento be = Highneſſenaturall ſubieRs,and 
< as perſons naturally and lawfully borne within this your Maicſtics 
* Realme of England ; and alſo that they and euerie of them ſhall 
* and may from henceforth by the ſame authoritie be enabled and ad- 
* iudged abletoall intents and conſtructions, to demaund, challenge, 
« aske, haue, hold and enioy landes, tenements , herediraments and 
© rents, as heire orheires ro any of their aunceſtors , by reaſon of any 
* deſcent, remaine, reuert, or come to them, or any of them by any 
* other lawfull conuciances or means wharſocuer, or which hereafter 
© ſhall come, &c. as if they and euerie of them had beene your High- 
© nefſe naturall ſubiets borne; and ro hold and inioy to them, and 
© eucrie of them ioyntly and ſeuerally lands, tenements and heredira- 
©* ments, or rents, by way of purchaſe, oift, graunt, or otherwile, 


* of any perſon or perſons to all conſtructions and preppieny -n 
thoug 
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— — 


th and cuerie opE how kad beche your Highneſſe naturall',, 
doughnbeand ct andalſo thar tliey and cuerie of them from hence- ,, 
forth may and. ſhall bee cnabledroproſecuts, maintaine aadayow, , 
iuſtifieand detend all manner of ations, ſuits, plaints, and other "he 
Fa Ar 72 IT ; frankely; fully, lawfully; ſurely ahid',, 
freely; wif rheyandany m.-had naturally within',, 
your Maieſties Realme mf England. andas any ie harry! ov oo 
ſonsnaturally borhe wichin the ſame, may in as Sul av Go 
£,or ot rthing ,, ”» 


rs, cp -Prouiſo, oe Oar rg 
_ 4 Sto! the contrarie in any ,, 


wiſcnowirhſtandi ayers oboe 4 daily pray tor your ,, 
Royall Maietic lng in honour nd molt ſaerietoremaine oucr vs. n 


This Petition in nature of an Act of Parlemenr; is delivered ro The manner 


| , procureth the ſame to bee referred to cerraine 

itxces before whom the Petitioners doc appeare , and (after 
ation ) if there be no appatant cauſe that t crofle them, 

the Bill-is returned into the Parlemetit;and tead for the third time, 

as the manncris of all As, and then: ir is carried vp to the higher 


houſe,and itiscommonily of courſe alfo ena three times and 
houſ,ndzhee ris common 


tine vntill rhe laſt day of the Seffi- 
on of Parlement, and then' rhe Kings'Royall Aﬀſent is had there- 
ynto, and there is written on'the 


de or within, theſe wordes 
Le Roy le Veult + Andif itbe amAdt w ic Salers wha not paſſe, the 
Clerke of the Parlement Roy S' adgifers, which is a cleane 
andabſolute refaſall; andall hwasdone js void, and cannot bee 
reuiued in another Parlement, without to begin allfrom the begin- 
angapiar. 54a for England. vr 
rahgers that are notborne within the Kingdome, 


erof the Parlement, who vponthe ſecond readingin the Cf proceecns 


Arr Avetiinthe fake, are ſubie to the right of Aubeine ſo Aubcine in 


called Tanquem, {libi nati: for after-cheir death (If they benor nary- Froce- 
ralized)the King doth ſeiſe vpor all their goods they haue in Frante, 
and a 3 pn the _ tohis' Exchequer or Finances; without 
that theſaid thereof by Teſtainentvr Will or 
rhattheir lawfull he the ſame; howbeit Cf 


them;and diſpoſe thereof F whiles they line; | bycon apa 
alſo not dwel 
, may diſpoſe Fe it 


rweene them © Aſtranger 

hauing gottenwealth of meanes within 

vnto his heyres andoothers ; although tity were RG Alloif 
a ſtranger trauelling chrough theKimgdomeof France ſhould chance 
todie, his heires ſhall enioy his'goods which hee hath leftat the rime 
of his deceaſein France. 

But whena ſtranger taketh letters of naturalization, then may hee 
get wealth and poſſeſſions within the Realme lawfully and freely: 
which letters of naturalization muſt be recorded inthe Chamber of 
Accounts, vpon paine of a | payed to the King, and his _ 
fu 


Lex eMercatoris, 


| full heires ſhall enioy the ſaid poſſefſions and goods : ſoas hee be bays 
ture of the Realme,or anyother to whom the ſame be 
"or-Teſtamenr, ſo as healfobe naturalized, as aforeſaid. 


given by Will 


. But Mavſiear Paper the Ciuilian ſaith , That-itiis not ſufficient for 
oneto enioy the ſame , tobee borne within the Realme ,/but it muſt 
be alſo of a woman taken in marriage within-the Realme : and heere- 
vponalleageth anarreſt or ſentence ofthe Parlement of Paris,where.. 


 byacoſinefaſtrangerdeccaſed, was. preferred before the ſiſter, be. 


cauſe the coſinwas botn within the realme,and dwelling in the ſame, 
and the ſiſter did not dwell within tle Realme, and was borne in an- 


' other countrey, albeit ſhecauſed her ſelfe tobe Naturalized afterthe 
* deceaſe of her brother, whereof the Court hadno regard, becauſe 


An obſcruable 


conſideration, 


the goods by ſucceſſion were gotten before, which couldnor be made 
void by the Kings Letters Pattents . Monſieur Banquet is of opinion, 
Thata Frenchman being deparred the Kingdome, tor to dwellin ans 
other countrey,, that his goods yu_ and to come doc t 
vato the King, and cannot diſpole thereof by Will or Teſtament, as 
ithath beeng-proued by diuers Decrees of Parlement. The: Kingis - 
Lord of all vacant goods, and therefore wiues and: children are to 
take Letters of Naturalization to purchaſe theirquietnefle.. And if 
any ſtranger borne andnaturalized, ſhouldbee qur of the Kingdome 


ſome cight orten yeares ypon eſpeciall occaſion or otherwiſe, hee is 
at his recurneto take new Letters of Naturalization , ora confirma+ 
tion of the former by ſomeapprobation, 


And herein is a r mers point to bee noted, as a matker of record, 
thatthoſe of Flanders, Millaine, and the French Countie of Sauoy,, 
are not bound to take Letters of Naturalization/to dwell in this 
Kingdome, becauſe the Freneh __ pretend that the ſaid counrreys 
are theirs, and were ncuer alienated by any conſeut of theirs, butare 
countries which arall times haue bel tothe Crowne of France, 


. whodoth acknowledge the ſubics to bee true and Ioyall French- 


men .. But it is requiſire-if they come todwell and inhabite within 
rhe Realme, that they take Letters of Naturalization, tothe end the 
Officers donot moleſt or-trouble them. 

.. Bythe premiſſes wee Ice, that the Naturalizing in France is farre 
more compulſorie for Merchants than in En z howbeirt that in 
both Kingdomes, if a ſtranger Naturalized ( after many yeares that 
.-.- hee Fath inhabited the: ſame ) bee deſirous toretutneto his 

. fathcr-land qrnatiue countrey, he may ſurren- - 
der his Letters Patrents, and bee 
diſcharged of his oath, 


(*J*) 


Me '- all! C | + ! 
YC LO INCEST 
, Loni t 
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CHAP, XIIII. 


Of the determination of Sea-faring cauſes. 


| JS ving now hitherto intreated of the Cuſtomes of 
q \'/ MA 
2E211/|| thereinobſerued Time, Number, Weight and Mea- 
y ſure, asalſothe three Simples and Effentiall parts of 
S&S £1! Trafficke,with their Effects and Properties : let vs 
=S@2! now conſider of the Manner and Methode of the 


x Concerning Sea-faring cauſes whichare determined according Foure meanes 
to the ſea-lawes alreadie written, and in the premiſſes abridged, wee © <n4cono: 
ſhall in this chapter briefely declarethe manner of ir. 
2 The ſecond meane to end controuerhies, is by Arbitrators cho- 
ſen and elected by both parties to end their differences with breuitie 
and expedition to auoid ſuits in law , which vnto Merchants are in- 
conuenient. 
3 Thethirdmeane,jis theauthoritie of Priorgnd Conſulls of Mer- 
chants for the Merchants Courts,according to the priuiledges which 
princes haue granted vnto them for the aduancement of their traf- 
ficke,and maintenanceof their Cuſtomes, whereof moſt Iudges are . 
either ignorant,or contented to determine matters — Ye. | 
4 The fourth and laſt meane,to determine queſtions and differen- 
ccs1s by the civile or imperiall law, or the common law of the king- 
dome or juriſdiion of the ſeuerall dominions of princes,according 
ro the fundamentall lawes of them , wherein we are eſpecially to 
obſerue, T hat the Law-Merchant is predominant and ouerruling -— 
a 
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— — 
—— 


| Three pre- 


ceprs of all 
Lawes. 


An Admirall. 


all nations do frame and dire their indgements thereafter, giuin 
placeto the antiquiticof Merchants Cuſtomes, which maketh prg- 
perly their law, now by me methodically deſcribed in this booke, 
which allowerh tocueric manand nation his proper rightand due, 
and hurtethno man, according to the three generall precepts of all 
lawes ſet downe by Caius, and after him by Tribonianws, namely ; Ho- 
neſt> wincre, Alterum non ledere,fy Tus ſuum cuique tribuere, whereof the 
ſecond trieth and ruleth the two other, whercof more hereafter. 
Touching the firſt meane to determine Sea-faring cauſes, it ſhall 
not beneedfull to ſpeake much of the definition of an Admirall at 
the ſeas, called by the Romanes Magus Dux Claſſis, and Drungarins 
maznues, Or Admiratus, from Amiras , a word vicd by the Spaniard ts 
See,or Adelantado, as going betore the reſt of ſhips;alſoby the Italians 
L amiraglio, or Admiral in French, becauſe his calling is known'toall. 
But let vs obſerue that for the readier obedience to the great Ad- 


 miralls of thefeas, it is agreed by common conſent of all nations, 


thatthey ſhould haue(in regard of their power ouer the liues of men) 


The Admiralls a ſoueraigne iuriſdiftion onely proper to themſelues,in all Sea-faring 


Court, 


cauſes and debates ciuile and criminall,fo that no other Iudge ſhould 
meddle therewith, and the Tudge of the court, being his depurie, in- 
dicially ro decide them by the Aduocats and other Afſiſtants,for the 
betterand juſt proceeding of the ſaid court. Alſothe Admirals clerk 
is veric neceſarie ; and herein it hath been thought conuenienr, that 


Adzeexesand all Protors or Attorneys of that court ſhould take their oath before 


Pro@ors, &c. 


The Pro- 
Rors oath. 


Canſcsro be 


they be heard, that they ſhall donothing maliciouſly, but as ſoone as 
they find their ation to be vnrighteous in any part of the proces, 
theyare totell ir to their Clyent,andif the Clyentwill infiſt,then to 
ſhew it tothe Iudge : alſo that they ſhall notreuealetheir Clyents ſe- 
crets to the adverſarie 7 and laſtly, that they ſhall not propound , de- 
lay, norbe peremptorie againſt their conſciences , and the like oath 
is to beraken of other officers at their admiſſion. 

The cauſes to be determined in the Admiraltic Court do extend 
veric far, and many are otherwiſe decreed or determined, eſpecially 
by the Merchants Courts, and office of Aſſurances,whereas hereto- 


the Adnret? forethe Tudges of the Admiraltic did miniſter juſtice ypon all com- 


plaints, contra, offences, pleas, exchanges, aſſurances, debts, ac- 
counts, charterparties, couenants, and all other writings concerning 
lading and vnlading pf ſhips, —_— , hires , moneys lent vpon ha- 
zard of the Sea, and all other ſcafaring buſineſſes done on the Sea or 
beyond the Sea,with the acknowledging of writs and appeales from 
other Iudges,letters of reprizall or mart,to arreſt and put in executi- 
on, to inquire within and without liberties , by the oathes of twelue 
men ypon all offences and treſpaſſes, and namely : 

Firſt, rouching the reucalers of the King and Countrey their ſe- 
crets ouer Sea, eſpeciallyin time of warre. 

Againſt Pirats, their affiſters or abettors,Outreaders or Receivers. 

Againſt tortefiers of the Kings enemies, and harmers of po 
438 


445 


Oe 
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Againſt the breakers of the Admirals arreſts and attachments. 

s oods forbidden,and merchandiſenot Cuſtomed and yer 
tranſported. 

Againſt the refiſters of the Admiralls Officers in executing his 

recepts. | 

; Againſt Foreſtallers, Regraters, and dearthers of corne and viu- 
alls, &c, | | 

Finally againſt tranſporters of Traitors, Rebells, manifeſt tranſ- 
greſſors, and fugiriues from juſtice, or caſters of ballaſt, ſand, or any 
other thing in harbours or channells, extortioners by ſhips and boat- 
wrights, for taking away the boigh from theanchor, curters of ca- 
bles or towes, falſe weights and meaſures by ſea, ſhedders of other 
mens blood on ſea, or in any port, or lamed by miſdemcanour , Cu- 
ſtomers and Water-bailifes taking more cuſtome oranchorage than 
they ought, for abſenting from muſterings in time of warre, for all 
tranſgreſſions committed by ſea-men, ferry-men,water-men, fiſhers, 
pilors, ſhip-wrights, preſt men containing the Admiralls authoritic, 
and roamercethem for his owne benefit, the goods of pirars, felons, 
capitall offendors, their receiuers,aſſiſters, attainted, conuited, con- 
demned, and outlawed, waife and ſtray goods, wrecke onthe ſeas, 
and caſt goods, Deodande,that is toſay,the thing,whether boar or ſhip 


8c. thar cauſed the death of a man, or whereby a man did periſh; Beacons to 
ſhares, lawfull priſes,or goods of the cnemie, or Lagon , Floatſon, and ©*<ghr0n 


the ſcas- 


Tetſon before declared, with the anchorages, beaconages, ſwine, ſtur- 
geon,and whales caſt on ſhoare,& all fiſh of extraordinaric greatnes, 
called Regall , ofall theſe the Admiral! hath authorirtie to deale,cor- 
reQ,and puniſh according to their deſerts,and the lawes prouided for 
the ſameby ſtatutes enaQted, and all other lawes and meanes before 
declared. | 
The Clerke of the Admirall ought to be very skilfull and honeſt, - 
and is to haue divers Regiſters for congees, ſafe-conduds,paſports, 


The Regifters 


ſea-briefes, without which no ſhip in time of war is to paſle, nor yet o theClerke. 


in far voyages in time of peace ; another Regiſter for the true know- 
ledge of caprtaines and maſters of ſhips,and their returne ; a third Re- 
giſter forthe names of Merchants, paſſengers;and owners,which the 
maſter ought to deliuer yp to have them inrolled,and all pilots names 
(although recorded inthe office called the Trinitie houſe) ought to 
be ſer downe, and knowne to the Admirals clerke ; alſoall moneys 
delivered vpon hazzard,or bottomarie,as is heretofore declared,cal- 
led fans nauticum,or pecunia traiettitia. 


Now the manner of proceeding in ſeafaring cauſes, is according Themanner 


tothe lawes aforeſaid, or the cuſtomes written : and if the debate or 
cauſe cannot be determined thereby,the laſt refuge is, according to 
the opinion of skilfull and vpright men in their owne trading ; butall 
this muſt be done, asthe law ſaieth, Yelo leuato,lobriefely and ſumma- 
rily without the ſolemniric of other ordinaric courts and iudge- 
ments,onely looking to God and the tructh,and all complaints tobe 


Q q ended 


of proceedings 
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Extraordinary 
niledes, 


Ordinarie pri- 
Wledgce " 


ended inſtantly , eſpecially of ſhip-wrecke , for it werea crueltie to 
vexe ſo miſerable perſons with tedious proceedings : whereupon in 
this caſe the Tudges may proceede to execution vpon eueric interlo. 
cutorie,and make reſtitution preſently, ypon good caution to be gi- 
uen to ſatisfie the appellation, if any be made. And herein there is a 
further priuiledgeto them : for whereas by the common rules of the 
law, whereno litiſconteſtation is paſt, or as we ſay, billand anſwere 
depending,no witneſſe ſhould be receiued, niſi ad eternam rei memo- 
riam, ac aduerſario ad id citato, yet inſhipwrecke(asa caſe to bee com- 
miſerated) any of the ſhip-broken-men may come to the Iudge of 
that part where the wrecke happens,and by witnefſe brought with 
him may make proofe. 

Andas this is an extraordinarie priuiledge,cuenſo may merchants 
ordinarily,and maſters failing together , beare witneſſecachone to 
other of their ſocietie within the ſhip, if they haue neither to loſe or 
gaine therby ; and eſpecially mariners for or againſt the maſter when 
the voiage is ended,and they free of his commandement.Forby the 
conſent of the doors, when trueth cannot be otherwiſe tried, then 
ynable perſons may be heard. And tothe end that trade be nor inter- 
rupted by vexation of quarrelſome perſons, it is prouided, that not 
onely the comamon caution 1udicio fiſti,ey indicaturs ſoluj be kept on 
the part of the defendant , buralſo that the plaintife or purſuer ſhall 
find caution de expenſis ſoluendis,if he faile in proofe. 

Likewiſe if the partie donotappeare to defend himſelfe or his ſhip 
after three citations, or fourgat the moſt,called quaiuor defalte, hee ts 
taken for contemptuous : the Iudge may ordaine the Marſhall or Of- 
ficer to putthe plaintife in poſſeſſion by his ſentence or Primum De- 
creiwm : Prouided that if the partie appeare within the ycare,and pay 

the coſts and expences, he ſhall be admitted and heard vpon the 
proprietie : and in like manner,if any attachment be made 
vpon the ſhip or goods, it ſhall vpon caution giuen 
ſummarily be heard and determined, for this 
law of Admiraltic intendeth nothing but 
expedition for the better aduance- 
ment of Trafhcke and 
Commerce. 
(*,*) 


Of Arbitraters and their Awards. 


SEXES! H E ſecond meane, or rather ordinarie courſe toend 

B&y the queſtions and controuerfies ariſing betweene 
Merchants, is by way of Arbitrement, when both 
parties doc make choiſe of honeſt men tocnd their 
a cauſes, which is voluntarie and in their owne power, 
| | and therefore called Arbitrium, or free will, whence 
the name Arbitrator is deriued : and theſe men (by ſome called 
Good men ) giue their judgements by awards, according to Equitie 
and Conſcience, obſcruing the Cuſtome of Merchants, and ought to 
beyoid of all RRI__ or affetion more nor leſfle tothe one, than 

ung 


to the other : onely care that right may take place according 
to the truth, and that the difference may bee ended with breuiticand 

ition, inſfomuch that he may not be called an Arbitrator, who 
( topleaſehis friend ) makethdelayes and propagateth their differen- 
ces, buthe is rather a diſturber and an enemie to Iuſticeand Truth : 


and therefore the manner to ele Arbitrators, is worthy the obſer- The manner 


uation , - Someare contented roname foure or fixe perſons on either 
ſideinwriting , and referre the naming or cleQing of foure out of 
them by reciprocall proceeding , when one named the firſt 
another the ſecond,and theh againe thethird,and theother the fourth 
perſon . Others putting ſeucrallnames ina —_ contented that 
2 mecre ſtranger ſhall ypon the backſide of the paper pricke their 
names with a pitine, or that (as they arenumbred) the dyce ſhall bee 
caſt vpon them accordingly by the number. 
Others put their names in ſeuerall papers , and cauſe them to bee 
mingledanddrawne by way of lot, by an indifferent perſon, which 
courſemay be thought allowable,as we haue noted in the Chapter of 
the dividing of commoditiesby lots. | 
Others will doe the ſame by nomination of them, and drawing of 
the longeſt or ſhorteſt ſtraw, or by any other extraordinarie meanes 
_ numbring, or deſcribing, all tending to one end, to haue 
indi 1c, and that partialitie may be auoidedby all meanes....... 
Q q 2 Conlide- 


ts. te. Aw 
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Conſideration muſt be had alſo, whether two, three, orall foure 
Awards arero ſhall haucauthoritie to determine the cauſe, if they can, to bee done 
ho Sen 04 Within a limitred time, wherein their award is to be delivered vp, 
ſeales, and whether they may name anvmpire, or not ;-all which muſt be 
declared inche Bond of Compromtte , ynlefle the queſtion be 
vpert one point to be determined, wherein. no Bond jsneedful} bar 
by way of affimpſir, by delivering a peece of coyne each to other, 
and thereby binding themſelues reciprocatly vpon the penaltic of 2 
ſumme of money to ſtand to the iudgement, it is ended, 

And the ſaid penaltie or forfeiture by aſſumpſit may be recoue- 
red by Law and the Merchants Courts, as well as the forfeitures vp- 
on Bonds, if the partie doe nor performe the ſentence or award , if 

Five poinesto the award be lawfully. made : ro which end Arbitzators are to take 
— "® notice of the fiuc points following,which by the Law doe make void 
all awards. 
1 Thatthe award be giuen vp in writing within the time limi- 
ted, by the bonds of Compromiſe made betweene the patties. 

2 Thattherebce limited or appointed by the award, ſome reci- 
procall aro be done by cach partie to other , which the Law requi- 
reth to be Qaid proque, albeit neuer ſo ſmall. | 

That they make a finall end, and doe determine ypon all the 
points or differences produced before them by ſpecificationor other- 
wile, if they berequired fo ro doe, and authoriſed thereunto. - «+ | 

''4 That they doe not award any of the partics ro doc or'per- 
forme any vnlawfull a& or thing prohibited and againſt the Law, 

5 Thatthey doenot award any thing , whereby any matter al- 
readie determined by decree in Chanceric,orjudgementat the Com- 
mon Law, orany ſentence judicially giuen in the cauſe,be infringed 
ormedled withall. | | | 

Theſe points ought to be obſerued forthe reafons following : For 
touching the firſt, if the award be not delivered vp in writing vnder 
the Arbitrators hands and feales, if the condirion of the Bond doe fo 
limit the ſame : then haue they no authoritie to doe the ſame af- 
ter the time which is limited vnto-them, by the conſent of the 

rties. $9 ina 
Fe For the ſecond point;reafon requireth in all humaneaRions, a re- 
ciprocallat from'one man ro another, by deed of performance, cal- 
The reaſon of led O#id pro qe, although it were a mans fallarie for his paines,; 
pegit* which in ſome caſes cauſerh men toaward, that each ie ſhall y 
ſo much ro the Scriuener- or Notarie for writing the ſaid award: but 
this is nocollaterall aft betweene the parties, neither is it any mat- 
ter compromirted to the Arbitrators. It is therefore better to ex- 
preſſe and award, that each partie ſhallſeale and deliuer either, gene- 
quittances each to'other, -or with ſome exceptions therein as 

the award will lead them. | 

The third point is confiderable, where the differences arc by both 

parties, or either of them delivered in Articles in writing i the ar- 
itrators, 
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bitrators ; for herein ir is not ſufficient to ſay, Thar the ſaid atbitra- 


tors ſhall haue powerand authoritie to determine all queſtions, diffe- 


rences,doubrs,controuerlies, matters of accounts, reckonings, or any 
other vſuall or generall words, from the beginning of the world vn- 
till the date of the bond : bur they muſt give their award ypon eue- 
rie particular Article, and vpon all of them. 

The fourth point, That the Arbitrators doe not award any thing 


which is vnlawtull,is to be vnderſtood of all things which are euill in 


themſelucs, called Malum in ſe, and of things called euill becauſe 
they are ( vpon ſome reſpects and conſiderations ) prohibited, and 
thercfore termed Malum prohibitum, as the wearing'of hats ar all 
times, tranſportation of corne, cating of fleſh in Lenr, and the like , 
wherein there isa further conſideration which requireth a diſtini- 
on. As forexample, an Arbitrator or many Arbitrators doe award, 
that a ſummeof money ſhall be paycd vnto ſucha man, during all the 
time he is vnmarried, is good in Law;burt to bind the partie by award 
that he ſhall not marrie, becauſe he ſhould enioy the money ſtill, is 
vnlawfull and void by the Law. : 

The fifth point is of verie great conſequence,to bind the ations of 
men to the obedience of the Law ; whereunto ſuch reuerence is due, 
that decrees, judgements, and ſentences of judiciall Courts of Re- 
cord, arealwayes of a higher naturethan Arbitfators awards. Ne- 
uertheleſſe in many doubtful queſtions, rhe Ciuilians themſclues (af- 
ter long and curious debates) doe afſignethem to be determined by 
Arbitrators hauing skill and knowledge of rhe Cuſtomes of Mer- 
chants,which alwaies doe intend expedition : and'rhat is the cauſe 
wherefore an vmpire choſen vpon arbitrable matters, hath anabſo- 
lute authoritic ro himſelfe giuen, ro end the matter alone without 
hearing the Arbitrators,if hee will : for albeit rhis is not without 
ſome danger, and that the ending of Arbitrators is to bee preferred , 
yet breuitie and expedition of juſtice in Merchants affaires is fo much 
regarded, that by all meanes the ſame ought to be furthered. Hence 
it proceeded that the Merchants Courts , governed by Priorand 
Conlulls ( whereof we intreatin the next Chapter ) haue authoritie 


A notable 
good diſtinRi- 


on in Law. 


An Vmpire 
hath abſoluce 
horiri 


to reforme or confirme the ſentence of Arbitrators, when Merchants abiorawes. 


will appeale their arbitrement before them, rather than rogoe to 
Law : and with this prouiſo, That the appellation of the ſentence of 
the ſaid Arbitrators ſhall not bereceiued by the ſaid Prior and Con- 
ſulls, before the arbitrement bee performed by the partie that doth 
appeale, conditionally that reſtitution ſhal be made,it there be cauſe, 
vponthe end of the proceſſe. And the ſaid Priorand Conſullsarero 
nore, that no Merchant nor other, being of their juriſdiction, can 
tranſport or make ouer their intereſt to any perſon priuiledged, and 
not ſubic> tothe ſaid juriſdiRion, be ir by gift, ſale, or exchange, or 
by any other meanes, tothe end thereby ro auoid their authoririez 
vpon paine that the ſame tranſports or poſleſſings ſhall bee of no et- 
te,and the loſſe of their right and cauſe . Andall notarieswho ſhall 
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receiue any ſuch tranſports, ſhall be puniſhed by the ſaid;Priorand 
Conlulls ina penaltie arbitrable : and further ſhall be condemned to 
y vnto the aduerſe partie, all his coſts and charges which hec hath 
ſuſtained by meanes thereof. 
Referenceof And to the end this expedition may by all meanes be furthered,the 
exſesro Mere [id Prior and Conſulls may diſtribute and referre cauſes vnto the 
moſt ancientand expert Merchants in the matters inqueſtion,to make 
atrue report of the ſtate of the cauſe, according tothe allegations and 
proofe of the parties, without any fallarie to bee giuen to the ſaid 
Merchants ;howbcirt in Italy ſome reward is giuen vpon the Ricorſe 
of Merchants. 

Theſe Merchantsare totake the aduice of the Aduocate,Councell 
and Atturney of the ſaid Prior and Conſulls in matters difficult, the 
better todiſcerne the right of the cauſe ro make their report more 
complear, for the ſooner ending of it according to reaſon and right, 
by the true affirmations of the Merchants,and not by fained, ſubtile, 
and craftie writings, which oftentimes do darken the truth, vnder the 
colour of faire phraſes declared in them, cauſing protraftion and de- 
layes. 

Pifference be- pon Tullixs Cicero hath truely ſet downe the difference, which is 
oeecne ludge? berweene Tudges of the Lawand Arbicrators, inclining to the moſt 
irracors, Eafte and lefle chargeable courſe, ſaying, The one is ſeruile, the other 

" © Ssnoble;theoneis bound to the Law, and the other is not ; the one 
doth conſiſt in fat, the other in juſtice , the one is proper tothe Ma- 

Fug , the other is reſcrued to-the Law ; the one is written in the 

w, the other is without the Law ; the one is in the power, andthe 

otheris without the power of Magiſtrates : howbeit it is not forbid- 

den, burall Iuſtices of Peace may compound differences, and their 

authoritie doth inable them better thereunto. And in this regard itis 

ſaid, Thatan vmpire doth repreſent the Lord Chancellors authoritie, 
becauſe that the Commiſſioners, report of the Mafters and others of 

the Chancerie, or of Merchants, is the ground worke whereupon the 

Lord Chancellor doth deliver his ſentence , and maketh vp his de- 

Difference be. CICES . And the ſaid Commiſhoners haue a further authoritie and 
wreeneCom- power than Arbitrators : for they may examine witneſſes vpon oth, 

| 10ners and rg . 

- | Arbitrazors, VPOnany thing in queſtion wherethere wanteth proofe, orthey may 
- miniſter the ſaid oath to either partie , vpon pregnant occaſions to 

boult out the truth : the like authoritie haue the Prior and Conſulls 

of Merchants . And moreouer their authoritic doth farre exceed the 

power of Commiſſioners : for as Arbitrators haue a determinate 

- power to make an end of contronerfies in generall termes, without 
declaration of particulars , ſo hath the Prior and Conlulls power to 

doethelike, whereas Commiſſioners are to giue a reaſon and decla- 

ration of their proceedings to the Lord Chancellor. Finally,the Ar- 

bitrators authoritie implyeth a voluntarie command proceeding 

from both parties, which the Commiſſioners haue not, but the Mer- 

chants Court hath. 
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Of the Merchants Courts, or office of Prior 
adConfals. © 


ESIETR Hethird meanetoendand determine Merchants 
=D. queſtions and controuerſies happening in the 
>a courle of trafficke, is the Courts of Merchants 
93 >. called Priorand Conſulls, or 1! conſolato, as the 
"2 Iralians haue called the ſame. And here we may 


( ©). Ce>< ) lay a Merchant is, iv loco propris, as the fiſh in the 

>LLIWTEe--—A watcr, where he vnderſtandeth himſelfe by the 
cuſtome of Merchants,according to which they are determined: and 
if he donor, yet as cuerie man is taken to be wile in his profeſſion, ſo 
may hebe admitted to vnderſtand them, the rather when he ſhall 
truely peruſe and ponder the contents of this Booke , which in my 
loueto Merchants I haue compiled,asaforeſaid. 

The Ciuilians hauing conſidered of this Office of Prior and Con- Wherin Prier 
ſulls eſtabliſhed in many places of France, Italie,and Germanie, have rnd) 
made diuers queſtions of their authorities, ſaying they cannot decree 
any thing contrarie tothe law of the land , asthat the father ſhall be 
bound for the ſonne, or the ſonne for the father, or any thing that is 
malumin ſe, or naturally vniuſt,or againſt the publicke good,or that 
which ſauoureth of a Monopolie : neither may they forbid any man 
togoto law, ororder that a worke begun by oneſhall not be ended 
by another,without the others conſent : neither are they to deale or 
rodetermine of any thing but what concerneth merchandiſing ; for 
other things,as the ſelling of houſes, lands, and the like, doe notap- 
pertaine vnto them. True itis, that all matters criminall or offen- 
fiue do not belong vnto themtodeale in, for there the Kings Artur- 
ney is a partie, and bath intereſt therein, as falſifying of obligations, 
and bills of debt,or other writings,matters of reproach, or diſcredi- 
ting of perſons, thefc, and other euill ynlawfull behaviour doneand 
committed by their ſaid ſeruants , orthemſelues, or any other Mer- 
chant, Factors, or intermedlers in cauſes of merchandile, as alſo all 
others not exerciſing the trade of merchandiſe : are forbidden to be 
dealt with by the ſaid Prior and Conſuls, neither are they ro deale 
with the contraQs of Vſurie- cither fained or otherwiſe vnlawfull, 
nor 
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nor with the Wills and Teſtaments, orcontract of marriages of any 
perſons,or with the interchanging of goods by conſent,andall other 
ſuchlike contraQt, but onely in all ciuile cauſes of merchandiſing. 
How bc ittheſe queſtionable matters are not of thar moment to be 
diſcufſed , conſidering that their authoritic is declared and confined 
byrhe' Charters and Priuiledges made vmto them by Princes and 
Common-weales , whereunto relation is to be had,andaccordingly 
they are to proceed, hauing a reſpe& ro the equitie of the cauſe. Here- 
upon Benvenuts Stracchathe Ciuilian maketh a treatiſe, Quomode proce- © 
dendum fit in canſis Mercatorum,of the manner to proceed in Merchants 
affaires,whercin are many vniuerſall things propounded which are 
caſier,but particular things are commonly more truer, by his owne 


Thedecreesof obſeruation ;and he concluderh that the,decrees of Merchants need 


Merchants 


need no other 


confirmation. 


A forfeiture 
for a iurildiRti 


ON. 


no other confirmation or approbation., 

The oath taken'by the ſaid Prior and Conſuls to obſcrue the Law- 
Merchantis ſabiet ropuniſhmenr,if they be perfidious or forſworn, 
as well'as the oath of all orher Judges . And writing de Conſulibus 
Mercatorum,he ſaieth, That a Merchant may call in queſtion, and be- 
gin his plea! before them , although ir be againſt one that is no Mer- 
chant,if the cauſe concerne merchandiſing ; and the plaintife herein , 
bindeththe defendant to be iudged by the ſaid Prior and Conſulls, 
be he either a Knight or Eccleſtaſticall perſon, or aſtranger not reſi- 
dent inthe place.In the like maner all Bankers,Shop-keepers in faires 
and markets are bound to their juriſdiction for matter of money and 
Exchanges,or for merchandiſe. 

The plaintife may inother places(where the defendant doth deale 
ornegotiate)be at his choice ro begin or commence his ſuit where he 
will, bur not in twoplaces at onetime for one cauſe, wherein ſome- 
times thepenaltie is by him reſpeRtedto befar greater in one place 
than in another. Here let vs remember the controuerſie berweene 
two brothers which was abouec fortieqeares fince, called loan de 1s 
failia, and Taques dela failia, who went to law in Brabant for manic 
thouſand pounds ; and afterwards one of them did commence ſuit in 
Flanders being another juriſdiction, whereupon he was compelled to 
pay a forfeiture of 4000 ® ; for in trueth good orders and cuſtomes 
are to be maintained as lawes,and nothing 15 to be admitted that may 


infringe the Law of Merchants. 
Theproceedings before the ſaid Priorand Conſulls is by Libell 
or Petition, or by Declaration , wherein let vs note the difference 


Difference be- {et downe by the ſaid Ciuilians . The Libell or Declaration is to be 
rweene a Peti- 
tion and a De 
claration. 


made with' allthe forme vſedin law, as well for the matter of fa, 
as the matter of law. But in a Petitionthe forme is not needfull, fo 
the ſubſtance of the matter be well expreſſed, eſpecially the ſumme 
which is demanded, or the goods being lent, or vnuuſtly detained, 
muſt be ſpecified ; and if it be for money owing for merchandiſes,or 
lent,it muſt be declared,otherwiſe the Conſuls will reiect the Periti- 
. 0n4$ impertinent; albeit ſometriuiall errors in Petitions are to be 
4 ans tollerated, 
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tollerated, and the patie-is to-be(by the Mcrchanes:-Law)reticued. 
They are to proceed-ſummarily inall their actions, to aucid inter- 
ruption of trafhcke and commerce zand they aretoreſpetplaine and 
ſincere dealings amongft Merchants,with a conſideration to conſtrue 
all things to be done bou4 fide,ſo that truſt may be preſerued amongſt 
them ; debarring (as muchas in them lyeth ) the exceptions of Pre- 
ſcription, Excufhion, and of promiſes made withour conſideration, 
quod nude patFo promifiſti, and the like 5 in fomuchthat-many'rimes a 
woman is admitted to be a procuratrix,contrarie tothe Ciuile Law: 
andall ather exceptions vpon = bills and obligations are ſer a 
part, and the trueth is hunted afrer, and all exceptions proceeding of 
Iuſtice and Equitie tobe conſidered of, IPs 1 
The paying of Cuſtomes, Impolitions, FaRoridge, Portage;Car- 
riage,and the like charges are much tobe reſpected by them , 'as alſo 
the execution of Walls and Teſtaments. (1 | 
Thepublication of witneſſes before them, is without delay ; and 
no more witneſſes are tobe cxamined after the time of few daies li- 
mited,is expired : but ſentence is immedzatly. ro bee giueniin wri- 
ting,after pronunciation clecrely.made by them , according tothe 
proote and allegations, vpon paine to be puniſhed by tlie higher 
courts,and in Fraunce by the court of Parlemenr, vpon reformation 
of their decrees. bi O03 3g wok DORrISTt 2400 
The manner of this ſummarie proceeding is fo briefe,, ' that-vpon 
comming of the parties before them in perſon; or by their. Atturnie, 
they are preſently tonominate theirplace of reſidence, or elfethere 
is refuſall made of their petition or demaund ; then there is but one 
delayadmitted, and inthe acknowledgement of bills of debe or'ob- 
ligations there is admitted bur one default : afrer which the bill is 
- held as confeſſed and auilcable, wherein'their authoritie is 
- than the authoritic of all other Iudges. For their ſaid ordinance doth 
extend but tothe adiourning of perfons,and the ſaid Prior and Con- 
ſullsvpon one onely defaulr,and noticeletr arthe lodging of the of- 
fendor may auerre all bills,and declare the ſame to be payable;,which 
notice isto be done by the meſſenger or ſerieantof the ſaid office,by 
fixing the copie of the demaund vpon the doore;if he cannot find the 
perſon, and by one witneſfſe or two to beaffirmed ,; and hereupon 
they may ſeiſe vpon the parties: goods, if his bodie be abſent and 
cannot be impriſoned to payandſatisfie their ſaid ſentence and de- 
cree ; and the goods by them ſeiſed (vpon once warning giuen)may 
be ſold by them to thar end. If oppoſition be made againſt the ſei- 
ſing, ſale,or deliuerie of goods, or againſt the cries,or interpoſitions 
of decrees,or againſtany other chiefe point, where oppoſition may 
beadmitted, (juſtice remaining duely garniſhed) the parties ſo oppo- 
| ſingthemſclues ſhall be ſent to their Iudge, and chiefe men of their 
prouince,to declare beforethem the cauſes of their oppoſitions. 
And if the partie adiourned do offer ſuretic, yet notwithſtanding 
heſhall be cauſed togarniſh, and lay downe caution , and then haue 
power 
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power to call his ſuretie ; ſothat theſentence or iudgement to be gi- 
uen,ſhall be againſt the gon debtor for theprincipall ſumme, 
and againſt the ſureties forthe charges,dammage, and intereſt only: 
and this ſuretie is lyable after onedetault alſo, vnleſſe he pur in a 
third man for ſuretie, ro whom alſo but one default can be allowed. 
Adiouromets How be it thatgll delaiesare1cft ro the diſcretion of the Prior and 
and delaies  Conſuls, who will admit none bur vpon verie pres cauſe : and 
if they find to haue granted any delay ypon vntrue ſuggeſtions, they 
may impoſea forfeiture vpon the partie according to their diſcreri- 
ons,and the qualitic of the cauſeand perſons ; and in theproceedings 
lnquiricsvied. there may be two citations and adiournments ſometimes vſed by 
them,eſpecially vpon inquiries, where the witneſſes are admitred 
with the priuitie of the aduerſe partie being called thereunto ; other- 
wiſe all theproceedingsare of novalue.The inquiriesare tobe done 
within alimited time, and may once bee prolonged ypon eſpecial | 
- cauſe, andnot otherwiſe. All lawfull proofe muſt be done before 
them ſummarily within three daies,withoutany further protraQtion, 
| = Ic corn be manifeſt Cy and that by default thereof, 
y tie tobe impoſed. | 
Thelike ner are tobe bh ſed,if the parties do produce any 
friuolous thing in writing , for there is alwaies expedition and bre- 
uitie intended in all their proceedings. 
The Regiſter» The Regiſter of the ſaid Priorand Conlulls,is to keepe a little in- 
Pls, uentorieof all the writings that ſhall be produced, and ſhall cauſe the 
parties that doth produce them, to write their names vpon euery one 
of them: and the ſaid Regiſter isnotto take out any coppic of mat- 
ters of moment out of the Inuentorie of the ſaid writings , neither 
fortheone partie nor forthe other, but onely the cauſe, and the end, 
wherefore the ſaid writings are produced, ypon apenaltie &c. 
Chargesand* All charges and damages ſhall be taxed by the Prior and Conſuls, 
w be -ndbepatied, or the partie impriſoned not to be releaſed without 
the conſent of the partie . And foras much as this courſe to 
determine cauſes, is the ſhorteſt and moſt peremp- 
torie of all deuiſes, inuentions, and meanes 
which can be imagined, I hauc thought 
INOS or axeprEY ' 
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An Edi& made by the French King, concer-, , 


ning the Court and Authoritie of the Prior and 
* Conſulls of Roan. | 


EN R 1 E,By thegrace of G © D,King of France, Toallman-.,; 

" | nerof perſons of what eſtate ſocuer, greeting. As We haue ,, 
bin heretofore aduertiſed,that Our Citic of Roanis one of the ,, 

beſt Cities in all Our Kingdomes,by reaſon of the {cituation andapt-»/,z 
neſſe forall comnerce and trafficke,where diuers Merchants (as well ,, 
of this Our Realme, as of many other Nations ) doe vſually holdan ,, 
entercourſe of buying and ſelling : forthe continuanceatid propaga-',z 
tion of which Trade, there hath of late (by; Our Letters niiffine) ,, 
beene ercRed and eſtabliſhed in theſame Citie, a Common Place for ,z 
Merchants and their Factors, toaſſemble themſelues in twicecuerie »» 
day at the houres accuſtomed; todiſpateh their affaires and negoria- zz 


tions in ſuch manneras is commonly. vcd in the Change at Lyans, /,, Change 
and the Bourſe at Thoulouze, tothe intent that the.farraine commo-., ,, * 270%.” 
dities of other countreys , may more readily be tranſported and ex-: ,z Thoulouze: 


changed away, with thoſe which Our ownebringetliforth. +, © u; 1 2» 
Be it thereforc knowne toall men, That We (throughour ardent », 
zeale and defirethar We carrie to aduance the generall good of Our ,, 
faid Citie of Roan, and to augment the. common bench and eafo of} ,, 
all Merchants negotiating there, and in all things poſſible togra- ,, 
tifie them, thar they may not bce diſtracted and drawne from their ., 
affaires and bulineſles into ſundrie courts and juri{dictions,by meanes >, 
of ſuites and variances ariſing at any time abour their trafficke ) by », 
the deliberate aduice of Our priuie Councell ( together with divers », 
Noblemen and Princes of Qur blood ) beſides other great and ho- ,, 
nourable perſonages, of Our owne proper motion, affured know- ,z 
ledge, and regall authoritic haue approoucd and confirmed, andby , 
theſe preſents doc approueand confirme the making andeſtabliſhing ,, 
of the ſaid Common Place in that Our Citic of Roan, inſtantly ra- ,, 
tifying the ſame inall points with the Change of Lyons, and Bourſe ,, 
bf Thoulouze. - | T* 
- Willing and ordaining, and Our pleaſure is, Thatall Merchants, ,, 
Factors, and all others of what Nation ſocucr, may aſſemble them- ,, 
ſelues in the ſame twice eueric day at the houres accuſtomed, and in ,, 
their meetings ſhall freely vſetheir trafficke, and pafſetheirbulineſle, ,, 
as well by exchange as otherwiſe, not onely inthe ſame place, bural- ,, 
ſoin any other whatſocuer within the liberties of Our ſaid Citie ,, 
of Roan, whenand where they ſhall thinke good, withall aſſurance ,, 
and ſafctie to their merchandiſe : and withall thoſe, priuiledges/and ,, 
big | liberties, 
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,z liberties, which Merchants trading to Our Townes of Lyons, and 
,» Thovlouzedoe enioy and yſe, according ro the grant of Our prede- 
,» cefſors Kings of France, and of Vs. . 
,» Furthermore Wewilland ordaine, That the Merchants of the ſaid 
,, Towne of Roan ( frequenting the ſame placc)ſhall euerie yeare cauſe 
,, a ſocietie of Merchants to bee in the lodge of the faid Bourſe, orin 
2» any other place.in the ſaid Citie, andar ſuch rime as they ſhall thinke 
»y 200d: in which mecting they ſhall chuſe our of the ſaid number, three 
,» Oofficers,viz, A Prior and two Conſulls ro remaine in their authoritic 
» for one yeare, and ſo yearely robee changed , and there newitq bee 
Indifferent ,, elected according to the ordinarie forme of moſt yoyces , not ancly 
cleftion. | the Merchants of the Citie of Roan, bur alſo the Merchanr ſtrangers, 
,» being to be preſent and aſſiſtant in the ſaid eletion: which eleRion 
,» and nominarion being fully ended , the faid Prior $$d Conſulls ſhall 
,» haue preſent powerin them to rake knowledge, & to giug judgement 
» betweene allmenof whar eſtate, qualitic, or condition ſocuer they 
2g be;of all ſuits,controuerſies and differences touching matters of mer- 
» chandifing or'buying and ſelling'm ſuch manner as rhe Conferuator 
»» Of rhe Faire at Lyons,and the Priorand Conſulls at Thoulouze doe, 
»» as well for Obligations, Bills of Debr, Receits, Blankes figned, Bills 
Generall '' ,, of Exchange, anſweres by fureties, affociations of Merchants (cither 
anpar” 2» generall or particular)aſſurances;accounts, tranſportations,bargaines, 
ciation, . ,, andpartenerſhips for matters aforeſaid,or any thing belonging there- 
» Vvnto, withas full ttrengrh; andaccording to the iudgements and con- 
»» demnations of the ſaid Conſecruators of Lyons , and the Prior and 
»» Conſulls of Thonlouze. And that the judgemenrs and ſentences, de- 
,» creesand ordinances, commiſſions and commandements of the ſaid 
»» Priorand Conſulis of Roan; by ſpeeches , prouifions, or definitiues 
»» ſhall ſtand in as much force and cffeR, tor any marrer judicially derer- 
3» mined, as thoſe cauſes which the Conſeruator of Lyons, and Prior 
» and Conſulls of Thoulouze , and others of Our Iadges doe decide. 
»» Andthe ſame ſhall be executed by Our Sericants and Officers,in ſuch 
,, manner and forme, as they are in their behalfe aboue named ; either 
Theman- ,, by committing to priſon, or by infliting ſcuere puniſhment, if it bee 
nerofext-. > {G decreed andordained ; and to thatend ſhall Our Meſſengers and 
»» Officers bee bound to performe the executions. Our Gaolers and 
» Keepers of Our priſons ſhall likewiſe be bound to receiue and keepe 
»» all ſuch priſoners in ſuch manner, as if they were committed vnto 
»» them by Our aboucſaid Iudges, and with the like bond and penal 
» (if any eſcape happen ) as they be bound to kecpe: the priſoners by 
» theauthoritieof the ſaid Iudges : For ſo We haue enioyned,and doe 
»» enioyne Our Meſſengers and other Officers, Gaolers and Keepers 
»» Of priſons, vpon ſuch penalties as the caſe ſhall require, and ac- 
2» cording as by the faid Prior and Conſulls ſhall bee ſer downe 
,» and declared without any defaulr, according as the offence com- 
2» Mmitred ſhall require. | 
»» | Motcouer, Wee haue permitted and doc permit Qur faid __ 
| a 


—— 
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and Conſulls to takevato thenx-2/0- of the ſaid Merchants,ormore,or = 


lefſeas they ſhall thinke reafonable to afliſtthem intheir-proceeding. ,. 
and judgements in cauſes of Merchandife,Bills of Exchange, aſſurany.,, 
ces and differences as aforeſaid:and to cauſe to heexecuredtheir {en-;,, 


tences , judgements and ordinances of paynes and gogfignements, ., 
prouiſions, ſcizing of goods, and all theux other condemnarions ſens, ,, 
tences or appointments to proceed therein by cries, proclamations, ,, 


giving notice to themſclues , or leauing notice at their.houſes by,,, 


proofe, ſales, dipoſitings, deliueries, and execution definitiveasthe-,, 


caſe ſhall require. 


Aydein 


their exe» 


Likewiſe We giue them power todire@ the ſame proceſle, and to 2 — 
C- 


proceed thercin according to their ordinances, as well in matters ,, 
ſummarily,as by prouiſion ; as acknowledgement of Bills, ſubſcrip- ,, 
tions, and] Bills C— We. 
Andthelike irraQts of Pawnes and Confignements by one onely: ,, 
fault duely proued, by ſummoning the perſon at his houſe, or fixing: ,, 
there a copte of the commiſſon or proceſle in all places, whereit is: ,, 
lawfull robe done. And touching other matters, where two defaults ,» 
ſhall be made or ſummoned in perſon, they ſhall proceed,obſerue,and .,, 
keepe the courſe according to the Kings ordinances. And for all mats. , 
ters wherein they ſhall giue ſettence of execution according totheir. ,, 
knowledge, Wee will and doe permit them,asaforcſaid, tocauſe the ,, 
executionto paſſe inall places of Our Court of Parlement at Roan, ,, 
and in all other places of Our Kingdome where need ſhall require, ,z 
without any diſturbance or let to be doneby any of Our Iudges, Iu- ,, 
ſtices, or Officers cirher againſt them or their deputies ; neither ſhall ,, 
they let or hinder any ſummons or arreſt, exploit or aſſignement to ,, 
be done before them. < 
And to giue their aſſiſtance,in all cauſes appertaining to their know- ,, 
ledge touching matter of trafficke,and all things therunto belonging, ,, 
ſt all merchants trading in Our ſaid Citic of Roan, and as touch- ,, 

ing their Factors, dealers and intermedlers , of whatqualitie ſocuer ,, 
they be(ſentby them into diuers Countreys,Regions,and Prouinces, ,, 
as well within as without Our Kingdome, Countreys and dominions ,, 
vnder Our obeyſance, for the cauſe of trafficke, merchandifing, and ,, 
doing of buſineſſe, and all other things thereunto belonging.) = 


dings. 


Wee will and ordaine , That they may bee conſtrained to bring ,, ,; nfs 
their cauſes and proofe for all matters aforeſaid, before the ſaid ,, their Cans 
Prior and Conſulls for the time being , or that ſhall heereafter ,, '*%*< 


execute theſe offices, bee ir either for the rendring of accountand ,, 
fatisfation of part or of whole, or condemnations in penalties, ,; 
or other condemnations for amends for elgalſes,od of all other ,, 
things that ſhall be requiſite concerning and belonging to the trade ,, 
of merchandiſe, according as they-ſhall deſerue, whereof Wee haue ,, 
ited them , and doe giue them powerto vſc the forme, euecn ,, 
25 the ſaid Conſeruatorat Lyons,Prior and Conſuls of Thoulouze, ,, 
and other Our Iudges doe ./ ro cauſe exccution to-be angeen ” 
R r the 
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; the offetidots, eicher by arreſt, artachment of goods, and ſa le there. 


Prohibition »5' Of; or by itipriſonment of the parties condemned, euert as they fla}! 


forfeirures ? 


-;:thinke good, inhibitingafl Our Tudges to prefinne ro take know. 
gz: ledge of any marter or ples thereirito belonging ;which-Our com- 
,z mind Wee will bee notified vneothem, and 'vmo whom ir ſhaltap- 
5 goons = rat np Oar Officers or Serieants that ſhall bee re- 
4: qaired; whotmWee enioytic to performe the ſameaccordinghy , to 
,; the intentrhat ll thoſe charges andextraordinarieexpences;, which 
,;- Metchants' way bee pat vnto in following their fairs againſt their 
,z5-FaRors and dealers before many Indges, might by theſe meanes be 
.,;-Viterly auoided. pe | 

--g5- * Furthermore Wee hane permitted; and doe gine authoritie tothe 
5:faid Prior atid Conſulls, that all fuch penalties of moneys as by them 


rothe Prior 35 ſhall be inflited vypon men for contempts or any other offences ſhall 


,z" be forfeited; the one halfeto Vs, the other halfe to the vſeof the ſaid 
;3 Common Place or Bourfe of Roan to ſupply the wants thereof: al- 
js lowing them likewiſe abſolate libertie and power to chuſeand con- 
 ſtitute one Councellor , and one Atturney , who ſhall by all Lawfull 
means, labour the benefit and aduancement of the ſaid place,and ſhall 
S defend the ſame, to dire their proces and canſes, as well before 
;z the aid Prior and Conſulls, as before all other Iudges. 

js And to theendthatthe Merchants may aſſemble themſtlues, as 
zz Well ro confilt of their 'common affaires, as to conſtitute the ſaid 
5: Councellor and Atturney , without being ſubiettorepaireto Vs or 
;5 to Our Tudges for leave when need ſhall require, Thereforcall ſuch 
;; judgements as ſhall paſſe before the Prior and Conſulls, being ſealed 
5; with their Seales, and ſigned by a Regiſter by chem appointed, beit 
zz by impriſonment, ſale, diſpoſing of goods or otherwiſe, ſhall be held 
,» forreall and lawfull, being paſt in manter aforeſaid, without any con- 
z» {traint to have Our further commiſſion or liking , euen according as 
zz was permitted by Our moſt honourable Our Father the King , vnto 
,z the Merchants of Our Citieof Lyons by his letters Patents giuen 


ae ,» in the moneth of Februarie, in the yeare of OurLord 1535 ; reſer- 


= ,z uing vnto Ourſaid Court of Parliament , ar Our ſaid Citie of Roan 
;, for a laſt concluſion, and by appeale, the juriſdiction and know- 
;z ledge of the ſaid diſcords anddifferences. & 070 

FY ndtotheend that all ſach appeates as ſhall: proceed by reaſon of 
» the iundgements and ſentences that ſhall be ginen anddeclared by the 
,» faid Prior and Conſals, may be ſpeedily and without delay ended in 
,z our ſaid court, Wee have ordained, and doe ordaine, inioyne, and 
,, commannd all Our louing and truftie Prefidents and Councellors 
» (holding Our ſaid court of Parliament) to declare ro the faid Mer- 
.» Hants without delay one day in euerie weeke, fuch as they ſhall 
» thinke conuenient, to heare, determine, and diſpatch the ſaid ap- 


ufticewith, pellations, by orderoF roll for that purpoſe ordained: Andin regard 


,» Of theproceſſeby writing, there ſhall be one otherroll made apatt, 
,» tothe end'that rhe faid appeates may be endedin the ſame day, to 


auoide 
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auoide the prolonging of ſuits, to the ruine and conſuming of the ,, 
ſuiter. And to theend that the faid place of mcetings of the Mer- ,, 
chants twice aday, may be quiet, and withourdifturbance,Qur plea-/ ,,. 
ſure is, and Wee do ſtraitly commaund, thatnone of QurSericants' ,, 
and Officers preſume to enter intotheſame place, not ro make any' ,, 
arreſt (for any cauſe) of any perſon whatſoever , during therime ,, 
of thoſe two accuſtomed houres of meeting. Andiftuch arreſt ,, 
ſhould bee made during the ſaid houres , Wee haue' declared: ,, 
heretofore, and doe declare ar this preſent, the ſame to bee: void ,, 
and inſufficient , charging all Our Indges notto haue any regard' ,, 


thereunto., 


And as Wee are informed, that the trade of Aſſurarices is of y 
hte greatly aduanced by the Merchants of the ſaid citie of Roan, ,,. 
(a worke ſo honourable that it doth even beautifieand greatly ad- ,, 
vance the trade and commerce of the faid citie,, Wee (to theend. ,, 


thoſe ſaid pollicies of Afſurances, andall other writings thereunto ,, 
belonging may receive full vigour) hauepermitted, and doeper+ ,, 


mit, that all Merchants frequenting the faid'place (bothnop and: 


hereafterto come) to aſſemble tthemſelues atall times when it ſhall' ,, 
be needfull, ro chuſe and nominate,according to the moſt voices,one ,z 
Merchant amongſt them(ſuch a one as they ſhall thinke meet , being ,z 


aman truſtie and expert inthe ney Cage of the trade of Aſſuran- ,, A 
llictes, whereunto the- 93 forA 
Aſſurors ſhall ſer their hands,at all times hereafter in thefaid place*,, «* 


ces) whoſhall make and regiſter the ſai 


and liberties of Roan, when itſhall pleaſe the Merchangs ; whoſe ,, 
office ſhall likewiſe be to draw forth accounts of ſucharrerages as.,; 
ſhall happen(being thereuntocalled)recciuing for his paines and time ,, 
ſpent abour the buſineſle of the ſame Aſſurances,according asit ſhall ,, 
bee thought meete by the ſaid Merchants, and keepe a perfetand ,, 
true Regiſter of the ſame Aſſurances . To the which Regiſter and ,; 
Copies thereof,and all other As and Writings by him made, con- ,, 
cerning matter of Aſſurances, and by him ſigned, Wee will and or- ,, 
daine,that all manner of credit ſhall be thereunto giuen, before all ,, 
Tudges, and others to whom it ſhall appertaine : without that any ,, 
other perſon or perſons ſhall haveto do, or meddle in the ſaid buſines ,, 
of Aſſurances,or any thing thereunto belonging, vnleſle he be before ,, 
choſenand admitted thereuntoby the ſaid Prior and Conſuls,andby ,, 
the ſaid Merchants asaforefaid. | an 
And Wee doe conimaund and giue in — toall perſons hol- ,, 
ding Our courts of Parliament,great Confells, Admiralls, Vice-Ad-.,, 
' miralls, Stewards,and their deputies,and to all other Tudges and Of- ,, 
ficers whom ir ſhallconcerne, that you do cauſe to be read, proclai- ,, 
med,and regiſtred this Our preſem Will, Declaration, Permiſhon, ,, 
and Ordinance,and the ſame tobe obſerued and kept by all them ac- ,, 
_ that the Merchants may vſe and inioy theforceand be- ,, 
nefit thereof, plainely and peaceably wirhout any coatradiQtion: ,, 
' Moreouer Wee doe charge and NIE Arrurney __ ” 
r 2 rhat 


Regiſter 
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,, that he dowith all dilligence cauſe all theſe things robe plainely and 
»z: truely exccuted;and thathe do certifievs of his diligence. ſo done , 
,y.for ſuch is Our pleaſure, for that-of Our meere motion and power, 
,»- Wee will have itdone, and that notwithſtanding any ordinance, cy- 
2» ſtomes, ſtatutes, priuiledges, commandements,defenſes,or letters to 
,» the contrarie;, the which-in this cauſe without doing preiudice to 
» Other cauſes;' Wee haue made void, and doe make void. And forthar 

menſhall haue' occaſionto vie.this Our grant in diuers places, Our 

ry a that creditſhal be giuentoall ſuch copics as ſhal be made 
» by any Ourlouing and truſtie Notaries'and Sericants, Secretaries, or 
x vader,in ample manneras to the originall : and to this effet, We de 
_ give youfull power,aithoritie,and eſpeciall charge and commifhon, 
9 OY 


” 
F 


theſe-preſents commaunding all Our Ivſtices, Officers,.and ſub- 
,y ics, to obey you in thiscaſe. And'to-the end this may remaine eſta- 
»y bliſhedfor cuer (Our owne right in all other cauſes reſerued) Wee 
,z haue hereunto cauſed Our ſeale to be put; Giuen art Paris in the 
,, moneth of March, and in the yeare of Our, Lord 1556, and the 
,, tenth yeareof Our raighe:: ſigned by the, King then in Councell,and 
,y ſcaled with greene waxc,with red and greene filke lace. | 
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* » Of the Lawesof ſeveral Countries , whereby the Diffe- 
| rences and Controuerfies of Merchants 
 . are determined. | 


DG? He fourth and laſt meane to end the Differences 
Fg. and Controuerfies happening betweene  Mer- 
>, chants and others in the courſe of trafficke,are the 

© imperiall Lawes, or the fundamentall Lawes of 

> kingdomesand common-weales,where the Mer- 
>} chants court of Prior and Conſulls is not eſtabli- 
SLre9W Br >— ſhed, whereof the Merchants ought not to beig- 

.. norant; ſo. thatin the deſcription of them, itis conuenient to make 
-. Tomedeclaration, for the Merchants fatisfaRion, appertaining to 
. their buſines andnegortiation. an 
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| All lawes are tending in ſubſtance to the vpholding of trueth | 
mainttining of juſtice, to defend the feeble om the mighris, _E 
for the ſuppreſſing of iniuries, and to roote-out the wicked from 
amoneft the good, preſcribing how toliue honeſtly,to hurtno- man 
wilfully,and to render eueric man his due carefully, turthering what 
is right,and prohibiring what is wrong ; ſummarily to be ynderſtood 
accordingtothe ſaying ofour ſauiour Chriſt: 
What you will hane men to do onto you,de the ſame ono them. « Miwot 
; , #7 0 


Which Alexander Sexerus the Emperor, did expreſſe thus : 
That which jou willnot baue done wonto theedo not unto others; = 


- Andtothis purpoſe,let vsnotethree ſorts of lawes,namely : 

The law of Nature,whoſe vertutis alone,and the ſame euery way Lan ofNamei 
inall,or rather a verie notice of Gods law ingraffed in the mind of 
man. - 

Thelaw of Nations,which confiſteth of cuſtomes, manners, and —— 2008 
| EBECH, of like condition to all people,as we haue before 

eclared. | 
The Civile law,which is an abridgemenr, derogating many illi- co 
_ centious cuſtomes which grew by peraerſhefſe and corruptneſſe of ' 

nature,and istermed Peculiar, vſed by one kind of people,called the 
the Imperiall Law. - toy | 

Our of theſe was the common-law of England made,whereofwe 
arenow firſt to intreate, and therein tobe ſomewhat prolixe , for 
the betrer vnderſtanding of Merchants, the rather becauſe the 
lawes do binde all men to Knowledge, Obedience, and Pun:ſh- The lawbia; 
ment: for indeed no man may breake them, no man may be ig- = rn 
norant of them : and laſtly, no man may iudge of them, but accor- gagobedicnes 
ding to them , and therefore it is ſaid, that dex is taken 4 ind- 
cio, non iudicium & Indice : and more eſpecially, becauſe this booke 
(as you may find) is more exaQtly calculated (as the Prognoſticators 
ſay)tor the Meridian of England, howbeirt it may ſerue forall other 
countries and places of trafficke and trade. 


Law. ! 


Of the Common- Lawes of the realme of England. 


He Common-Law of England is taken three manner of waies, -. + | 
$a | = 
1 AstheLawesof the realme,diſſcuered from all other Lawes, The no Ye 
which is the cauſe of the oftenarguing in the Lawes,what matters gqua. 
oughr of right to be determined by the Common-law, or what by 


the Admiraltie court,or by the Spirituall courr. 


2 The Common-layw is taken as the Kings court of Kings Bench, 
or Common pleas. "MF" : 


Rr 5 3 By 
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3 By the common-law 1s vnderſtood ſuch thingsas were law,be- 

+ foreany ſtatute made in that point that is in queſtion, whereby that 

"a Point was holden for law,by the generalland particular cuſtomes and 

maximes of the realme,or by the law of God,and the law of reaſon, 

whereunto' the kings of England at their coronation, do take a ſo- 

lemne oath to obſerue the ſame,and all which the inhabitants of Eng- 

Five nations. land ſucceſſiuely cucr obſerued,namely Brittaines,Romans,and then 
inEngland. »rittaines againe,and then Saxons, Danes,and Normans. 

Commentici, Now whereas the Law-Merchant requireth breuitieand expedi- 

on ofthe com» tion,all men of iudgement will confeſle,that(hauing ſeene many de- 

mon-law.  \\iſes,edicts,and ordinances,how to ridge proceſle,and to find how 

long ſuits in law might be made ſhorter)they neuer perceiued,found, 

nor read as yet, ſo iuſt and ſo well deuiſed a meane found out as this 

by any:man in Europe, albeit that.the ſhortneſle thereof is ſuch,thar 

Peremptori- if a man haue many peremptorie exceptions, which can make the 

=efleof the ſtare oriſſye of his cauſe,he ſhall he compelledto choſe one excep- 

* tion whereupon to found his iſſue, which choſen, if he faile by the 

, verdict of twelue men,he loſeth hisaRtionand cauſe, and the reſtcan 


--- ſerue him fornothing.... 


Antiquitie  Greatis the antiquitie of the common-law of England', and the 
thecommon- triall of Turies by tweluc men : tor we find the ſame co be from the 
_ "time that the Weſt Saxons had the, rule, and domination ouer the 
countries of Hamſhire, WilteſhirezDorlerſhire, Somerſerſhire, and 
part of Gloceſterſhire , and alſothe ſame law was vſed amongft the 
Saxons which ruled Marſhland and Medland,that is to ſay,the coun- 
tries of Lincolne, Northhampron, Rutland, Huntington, Bedford, 
Oxford, Buckingham, Cheſhire, Darbie, Notingham, and part of 
the ſhires of Gloceſter, Warwicke, Hereford,and Shropſhire,atſuch 
., time when the land was divided into ſeuen.kingdomes, all of them 
being at that time inhabited with diuers nations,namely Pidts,Scots, 
© Danes, Normans, Vandals, and Germanes ; all which have continued 
the proceedings of the law, vntill the time of William duke of Nor- 
mandie who conquered the ſame. 
This Wiliamthe Conqueror had the gu poſſeſſion of this land, 
and cauſed ( amongſt other lawes) the Dane lawes to be colleed, 
which ruled in Deuonſhireand Cornewall,and a diſcreet view tobe 
taken of ſundrie lawes, whereunto he did adde ſome of his Norman 
lawes to gouerne the people of the land, now called England ; in ſo 
much, that concerning theantiquitie of the laws and cuſtomes afore- 
Azno1198 an. Taid,they were long before'vied by the Saxons firſt gouernment,nay 
te Chrifiam, by the Brittaines themſelues, which was one thouſand one hundred 
ninetieand cight yeares before the birth of our ſauiour Chriſt,being 
- nowin continuance aboue two thouſand and eight hundred yeares , 
for king Alfred cauſed the lawes of Marciato be tranſlated out of 
the Brittaine into the Saxon tongue:and after that we find that king 
Lucius and king A{fred cauſed the continuance thereof. 


The ſaid Common Lawes are properly to bee taken to conlfiſt on 
S .the 


' 
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the ancient Maximes of the ſaid Lawes,of the ſtatute Lawes 8 Baoke 
Caſes, whichare yeaxely obſervations ypon manners,and may be cal- 
led Refponſs Pradentim,comprebending therin the Municipall Lawes, 
which is proper toall Kingdomes and Gouernments,as an exception 
to the fundameatall Lawes thereof ; wherein m fingular argu- 
ments drawne from Divinitie and Humanitie are effecuall, though 
there be no bookes for it . Far the principles which are taken from 
the Law of God and Nature, or Reaſon, are many more, than thoſe 
which are of man, and giuen by the abſolute diſcretion of the Tudge. 
And concerning the prudence of: the Law, which holdeth this 
Maxime, That 1t is better to ſuffer a miſchicfe, than an inconueni- 
ence, attributing the word miſchiefe vnto one or ſome few men, and 
the word inconuenience to all petſons, or the common-wealth in ge- 
nerall . And herelet vs obſerue, That 


Of the. > Common Law of England, there.) may bee made_> an 
CA or Science, 


Municipal 


nici 
Law, as gauel- 


kind, &c. 


AMazimcin 


| ; a 
Conſider we, that Ars eft cauſarum confideratio, ex finibus 4/ſump- -——_—_— | 


ts: Art is the conſideration of cauſes from certaine ends propoun- 
ded ; according to which definition-an orderly conſideration muſt be 
taken of the cauſes, which cannot be withour Art : For Art maketh 
nothing bur of things alreadie made, putting a ditin determinati- 
on, which is done with a reformed reaſon properly called Logicke 
which( as itis the inſtrument of all Sciences ) ſois it alſo the inſtru- 
ment of the Law : and although the Law be now infinite in Pratiſe, 
yer is the ſame finite in —_— - Sothatas, 1s inflnits ommia coneur- 
7ant, The Law being finite in her principles, may caſily be compiled 
or incorporated ; and experience tcacheth,, that it is eaſier to vnder- 


ſtand many principles well put together, than to put many principles 


well together, whereby a man may vnderſtand the Law, hearing the 
ſame deliuered by a Lawyer ; yet this may be done by wiſemen. 

For we haue our finite originalls or elements, acts, pertons, things, 
and their adiuncts, and concerning them, finite reaſons, of whichwe 
doe compound caſes infinite ; yet are all thoſe caſes decided accor- 
ding tothe finite reaſons of the finite elements. So hath the Phiſiti- 
an finite ſimples, though hee doe' make infinite compounds, yetare 
they all proucd good or bad to that whereunto they are prepared, by 
reaſons drawne from the finite fimples. A 


Now by the elements of the Law, we muſt vnderſtand matterand - —— = 


forme, nor as in things naturall aad compound, but Modogy forma, as 
they ſpeake 8 ſo inall caſes, there is matterof Law, matter of FaR,or 
both, and the twelue men or jurors, are onely ordained to trie the 
matter of Fa, for they are ignorant in the Law ; ſo that if the que- 
ſton be of the Law, that is, af both parties doe agree vpon the Fact, 
andeach doe claime thatby Lawhe ought tohaue it, and will ftiH in 


that ſort maintaine their right, then itis calleda Demurrer inLaw, Demarcerin 


which 


A —_— 


hs. 


— 


— 
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of generall 
ifues, 


which is determined by the Iudges : Sothart if all caſes werereduced 
vnder theſe few tirles, namely, Pleas ofthe Crowne,of Right or Ti- 
tle of Land, of Debt, of Treſpaſſe, of Account, of Trouer, and of 
the Caſe : Then mighrthematter of Fa bce brought nakedly be- 
fore the jurie diſtingurſhed from the matter of the Law. For all Caſes 
arecither criminall or ciuile, or criminall, reall and perſonall, for life, 
honour, and goods or lands: and it is an eafie matter to deſcribe the 
nature of theſe and the like ations, the Law being ſingular in het di- 
ſtinRions, which would diminiſh the praQiſes thereupon : whereas 
by the Ciuile Law the Fat is firſt examined by witneſſes, indices, 
corments , and the like probations ro find the truth thereof , and that 
done, the aduocars doe diſpute of the Law, to make of it what they 
can, laying, Ex fatto, ius oritsr, which is long and tedious. | 

The pleading of generall Iſſues, with addition of the words, Mods 
& forms, maketh the matter difficult many times, when the jurie con- 
cciueth that this meaneth ſome matter of Law, when it is onely 
matter of Fa: the jurors thergfore are principally ro looke whe- 
ther the Iſſue and Euidence doe concurre, which they ought to fol- 
low. True it is there is ſometimes matter of Law whichaltereth the 
Caſe,when there muſt be proued a lawfull conſideration of Quid pre 

wo, otherwiſe it is Nudum PatFum ex quo non oritur Attio ; atten 
Thus ſeene ſome Pleas plainely diſtinguiſhing the matter : fo that 
the jurie might perceiue the naked Ifſue of the Fat before them in 
queſtion, with all the circumſtances which is ſometimes done by 
way of Replication. 

There is a Maximeorground of the Law of England, Thar if the 
defendant or tenant in any ation, pleada plea that amounteth not to 
the generall Iſſue , that hee ſhall bee compelled to take the generall 
Iflue, and if he will not, he ſhall be condemned for lacke of anſwere. 
The general! Iſſuein Affize is, That hee that is named the difſeiſor 
hath done no wrong, norno diſſeifin : and ina Writ of Entrie in the 
nature of Aſſize, the generall Ifſue is , That he diſſeiſed him nor ; 
and inanaction of Treſpaſſe, That he is notguiltie, and ſo eneric aQti- 
on hath his generall Iſſue afgned by the Law,and the partie muſt of 
neceſſitie, either take the generall Iſſue, or plead ſome plea in the 
abatement of the Writ:and the cauſe why this is done, is becauſe the 
matter of Law ſhould not bee pur to the triall of the juric of twelue 
men. 

M-. Forteſcue ſaith, That thetriall of twelue men is more indiffe- 
rent than the trial! before a Iudge, becauſe ir is an cafie matter to 
find out two menamong a number of men, that may be of the partics 
acquaintance, ſo void of charitie and conſcience , which for dread, 
loue, or profit will be readie togainſay all truth : and tothis purpoſe 
he alleageththe example of the two witneſſes againſt Suſauns , ac- 
cording to which preſident the witneſſes arc to bee examined aſun- 
der,and not in the hearing of one another, as is now accuſtomed. 
Andif theiroath touching the matter of Fa& were recorded _— 

Th Rs. -. the 


II —_— 
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the Evidences would be more cerrtaine, for witneſſes would bemore 
carefull, vpon which the oath of the Iurie dependeth. 

It theaQion bee locall of lands or houſes, the Iurie is impannelled 
of men, from as neereas may be to thar Countie.where the thing in 
controuerſie lyeth , neuerthelefſe the defendant may take exception 
againſt ſome of the Iurors,albeit for little orno cauſe,and thenothers 
are taken in place. for there are twentie fore men warned, but twelue 
is ſufficient, ynleſſe it be vpon an Action Reall,: wheretwentie foure 
muſt be empannelled. And the oath given to Iurors is, That they 
ſhall dealc iuſtly and trucly betweene partie and partie; but the wit- 
\neſles are to ſpeake the truth, the wholetruth, and nothing but the 
truth, and ſo they take their oath . And tothe end the proceedings 
in Law ſhould not be hindred , therefore if the Iurors fall out not to 


Proceedings 
of lurors. 


be full in number, then the Sherifes may take Decem Tales de cir- Decem Tales di 


carſtantibus , and empannell them, that is, To take other perſons of 
the ſtanders by , which is done before the Iudge at the time of the 
Triall. * 


circumfanth. 


bus. 


When the Turie haue delivered vp their verdi&, if nothing bee Verdi&Judge- 


alleaged in reſpite of judgement, then judgement is had of courſe; 
and alſoe exccution is awarded to bee executed as the finall end 
of Law. 

Neuertheleſſe thereare three meanes to difſolue the ſaid judge- 
ment and execution, namely, By a Writ of Attaint, a Writ of Er- 
ror, and an © Audita Querela , which Writ is grounded vpon Equitie 
by Law and Conſcience. 

The Writ of Attaint isnot onely tedious and'thargeable, but alſo 


neuer or ſeldome tried : for the ſame is brought by the partie grie-' 
ued, againſt the twelue men, and the partic for whom the ſentence is 


given . And whereas before commonly vponthe firſt enqueſt, they 
beall Ycomen,or men of meane calling : now vpon this Attaint muſt 
goctwentic fourc Gentlemen of greatcr qualitic, and fortie eight 
muſt be warned to appeare , then there muſt in the Attaint no more 
euidence be brought in, but onelythat which was brought in and al- 
leaged betore the firſt enqueſt , which not appearing of record is 
hard to bee madea plaine matter : againe Gentlemen and others are 


loth to diſcredit their neighbours , yer ifthe matter bee ſo apparant,' 


that they muſt needs find them attainted, then meanes are found to 
deferre the judgement, and it may bee the parties ſhall be brought to 
anagreement, orat theleaſt one of them that was of the attainted 
Iurors will dye in the meane time, and thenthe Attaint ceaſeth : yet 
in this caſe if the partie be in priſon which brought the Writ of At- 
taint, he may bebailcd, as is in Natura Breaium. 

The Writ of Error is more caſte, and was heretofore vſuall to pro- 
long ſuits in Law, beforethe Statute of 7eofaile was made, meaning in 
good French 7'ay failly.. For cuerie ſmall Error, if it were but falſe 
Latine, would oucrthrow a Cauſe ; but now it runneth into another 
extreame, for if the partie grieued ſpeaketh in arreſt of peg 
an 


ment, 
ecution., 


and Exx 


Writ of At- 
cainc. 


Writof Error. 
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Afrid Law. 


Parteners can- 
not ſue each 
other by the 


Law. 
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and ſheweth ſome marteriall Error, ypon motion made, the aduerſe 
partie may haue it amended as often as Errors are opened : the Re- 
cord therefore ought to be firſt remoued, and not onely by tranſcript 
be put intoanother Court , but the partic is to plead thereunto, x 
»ulloeft erratum, and then the _ of opening Errors is paſt,if there 
beno trickes vſcd in amending of the Records vnder hand, wherein- 
lyeth a Cerciorare to ſatisfie the Court, where the Record is brought, 
namely,from the Common Pleas to the Kings Bench Court, from the 
Kings Bench tothe Exchequer, which heretofore was done in Parle- 
ment : and therefore the partie grieued and in priſon of the Kings 
Bench cannot be baileableypon a Writ of Errorafter judgement and 
execution, as hee is vpon a judgement of the Common Pleas, in the 
Court of Kings Bench, for this Court of Kings Bench, in regard of 
the Pleas of the Crowne, challengeth ſome prioritie herein. 

The Writ of Anzdits Querela is graunted out of the Kings Bench 
Court, if the judgement doe depend there, and returnable in the 
faid Court, or elſe out of the Chauncerie returnable in the Kings 
Bench : whereupon the Lord Chancellor taketh foure bailes in the 
vacation Time, before a Maſter of the Chauncerie, and the matter 
doth meerely depend vpon the baile. The ſuggeſtion of the Writ in 
matter of Law, isa later contraR after judgement and execution , an 
eſcape in Law, if the. priſoner bee by the Gaoler permitted to goe 
abroad without the Kings Writ, or if he breake priſon, in which caſe 
the Gaoler is topay thedebt ; or ypon a payment made ſince the exe- 
cution ; alſo a wrong recouerie by an executor, whom the Prero- 
eatiue Court doth afterwards diſavow . Such and the like ſuggeſti- 
onsareto be tried by another Iurie, ypon euidence to be produced to 
proue the ſaid allegation. 

This Common Law is ſo ſtri, that the Prouerbe is, Summurm 
tus , ſumma iniuria : forexample,If a min ſeized of 1inds in Fee, hath 
iſſue two ſonnes, the eldeſt ſonne goeth beyond the Seas , and be- 
cauſeacommon voyceis that hee is dead, the yonger brother is taken 
for heire, the father dyed, the yonger brother entred as heire, and ' 
alienateth the land with a warrantie , and died without any heire of 
his bodie, andafter the elder brother commeth againe md claimeth 
the land as heire to his father : in this caſe by the Law, the eldeſt 
brother ſhall be barred by the warrantie of the yonger brother . A- 
OE cannot ſue each other by the Law : if two men haue 
a wood ioyntly, and the one ſelleth the wood, and keepeth all the 
money wholly tohimſelfe, in this caſe his fellow ſhall haue no re- 
medie againſt him by the Common Law : for as they when they 
tooke the wood ioyntly, puteachother in truſt, and were contented 
to occupie and deale rogether ; ſo the Law ſuffereth them to order 
the profits thereof. 

The Law therefore is not compleat without the Courts of Chan- 
cerie or Equirie, for the imperfection and rigour of it, are qualified 


thereby, calledto be &quwm & Benum, which may bee —_—_ in 
this 
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this cafe, Two ſtrangers ioyntly did deliver in truſt vnto-a widow 
woman a round fumme of money, with condition not ro deliver the 
ſame out of her hands, but when they both ſhould demand the fame + 
within a while after one of them-commeth vnto her, and doth aſſure 
her by good indices and probabilities that the otherhis companion js 
dead, and thereupon doth intreat her to deliver him the money ; 
which ſhee did, not ſuſpeRing any fraud, ſo the partie went away 
with the money. Aftcrwards commeth the other(who was ſaid tobe 
dead )and demandeth the money of the woman, and vnderſtanding 
that ſhe had paiedthe ſame vntorthe other, was much offended there- 
with, and cauſed her to be adiourned before the Iudge : The woman 
appearing did declare the matter according ro the truth, ſhewing 
how the other had deceiued her, and ſhedid wholly relievpon the 
integritieand juftice of the Tudge. Here an Aion of thecafe might 
haue beene brought againſt the woman by the law, and cauſe her to 
ſecke the partie that had deceiued her : but the Indge tempering t 
rigour of the law,did giue ſentence, That the woman ſhould pay the 
money ynto the partie, ſoas he broughthis companion with him to 
demaund the ſame,according to the couenant , they borkh tointly ha- 
uing repoſed a truſt in her. 

Here I call tro mind the queſtion whichno Iudge coutd determine: 
A couetous DoQtor at the Ciuile law wouldnor inſtruta young Stu- 
dent, vnlefſehe did pay him agreat ſumme of money , whereunto 
the Student did condeſcend, conditionally that he ſhould hane the 
firſt cauſe (he rooke in hand)to goon his ſide + whereupon it fell out, 
that the cauſe betweene him and the ſaid Door was the firſt cauſe, 
and ſo there could be no proceeding therein; the Studene pleading 
the condition in barre. a 

The court of Chauncerie is properly calted a court of Conſcience, 
becauſe ir reaſoneth on the part of the complainant, by argument ta- 
ken from the Law'of Nature before mentioned , Qaod 1thi fiert tow 
wis, alteri ne feceri : for in the Chancerie euerie mans able by light 
of nature to foreſee the end of his cauſe, and to giue himſelfe a rea- 


he Equities 


ſon thereof, and'is therefore rermeda Cauſe ; whereas at the COMs pjaur encehe 
mon-law the clyents matter is termed a Caſe, according to the word meene Cauſe 
Caſus, which is accedentall ; forrhe partie doth hardly know a reafon 324 Cale 


why itisby law adiudged with or againſt him. 

The Chauncerie therefore vpon Bill and Anſwere betweene the 
complainant and defendatnt , graunteth an IniunAtion to ſtay the 
proceeding in the courts of common-law , yntill the equitieof the 


cauſe be examined : and if there be no matter of equitie found, then tnivn&ica of 
the cauſe is diſmiſſed to the law againe,with coſts to the partie. Mer- tbeChanceric. 


chants cauſes are properly to be determined by the Chauncerie and 

ought tobe done with great expedition: but it falleth out otherwiſe, 

becauſe they are by commiſſions commonly referred to Merchants, 

to make report of the ſtate thereof vnto the Lord Chauncellor ;or 

the cuſtomes of Merchants ate preſerued chiefely by rhe faid _ 
| an 
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and aboucall things Merchants affaires in controuerſie ought with 
all breuitic to bee determined, to auoid interruption of- trafficke 
which is the cauſe, that the Maior of the Staple is authoriſed by ſe- 
uerall ARs of Parleament to end the fame, and detaine the ſame be. 
fore him , without any diſmiſſionat the common-law which ſhew- 
eth the neceſſarinceſſe of the Office of Prior and Conſulls before 
mentioned. | 
 Therather,for that thetriall of an Action of Account at the com- 
mon-law is tedious . - There are fiue manner of perſons accountable 
by the law,namely, a Steward or Bailife,a Factor or Seruant,ora Re- 
ceiuer. Vpon an Action of- Accompt thegenerall iſſue tobe pleaded 
thereunto is Ne oncques Receiner pour account renave : this is firſt tried 
by a Iurie, and if the partie be conuicted , and found accountable, 
then the law doth appoint Auditors to take the account, by acom- 
miſſion directed out of the court toMerchants and orhers,according 
ro the nature of the cauſe, whereunto two Atturneys of the court . 
are ioined. And when they haue taken the account, and find wherein 
the differences do conſiſt, then they are ro certific all their procee- 
dings into the court,and theaccountant muſt make iſſuable anſweres 
to be pleaded, whereupon eight,ten,twelue,or more iſſues ſhall bee 
made,and thena ſecond Iurie is called to trieall theſe ſeucrall iſſues 
vpon peremptorie pointsi, and ſovpon euerie iſſue there is giuen a 
particular verdi,and ſometimes an eſpeciall verdiR, which is to be 
determined by the court againe . All theſe long proceedings make 
long records, ſubie&t to many crrors : and becauſe all theſe ſeuerall 
1fſuesaretried by one Turie, and ypon one record, together with the 
former proceedings, whereby the other Iurie found the partie ac- 
countable, if in any, or in the whole, materiall error be found, then 
all is ouerthrowne,and the parties are to begin againe de nous. And it 
may fall out, that then they will ioine other iſſues, and ſo run into a 
Labirinth,ſo that matters of account are properly tobe determined 
of the Chauncerie : and it were to be wiſhed, that therein more ex- 
peditionwere vſed, according to the lawes of Arragon,whigh con- 
cur with the courſe of the ſaid court,as weare now to declare, lea- 
uing all other caſes triable by the common- law, according to.their 


: proper natures, as the triall of an Attion Reall, which is donewith 


ſolemnitie, andthe like, toabreuiate things, 
Of the Lawes of the Kingdome of Arragon. 
He Lawes of Arragon being peculiar tothat kingdome, haue 


<4 eſpeciall daies or times limited to cuerie particular proceedings 
of the proceſſe, whereby the ſameis diuided intotenne (as it were) 
termes,which haue cuerie one their proper obſeruations, which the 
complainant muſt obſerue,and proſecute accordingly with expediti- 


otyas followeth. 
- I Whenthepartiecomplainant calleth the defendant. 


2 When 
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2 When they do appeare before the Iudge. 

3 Thedefendant may alledge certaine exceptions. 

4 Ducanſwere is made to the complainants bill. 

5 The examinations of the parties, and their | 

6 Witneſſes are produced,cxamined;and publication had of theit 
depofirions. | 1914 | | 

7 The parties doe reaſon of the depofitions, and the matter is 
brought to hearing. 04 3 

8 When the Iudge giueth ſentence or iudgement. 

9 When execution 1s had vpon the ſentence, or the pattie ap- 

caleth. 

c 10' When the cauſe departeth out of that Indges power before 

a higher authoritie. | | 

Andatl this is commonly done in foure moneths, with the obſer- 
nations by the law required, namely the conſiderations incident, 
whichare worthie tobe noted to pretient vrinſt dealings. | 

1 Touching the firſt time;the Tadge takethnor > notice therof, © 
for the proces is granted of courſe,vniles itappeare that the complai- 
nant hath beene the ſlaue of the: defendant;-orthe fonne doe com- 
mence# ſuiragainſtehe farher,or mann nee" againft his maſter, wher- 
in (ypon good confideration ) licence ranftbe hadof the Iudge. 

2 The ſecond,” That they muſt' apptare before the Iudge at 
three ſcuerall times of renne daies, or thirtic daies at any one 
time, which is peremptorie; "after Which, there lyeth a con- 
tempt againſt the p:rtie not appearing : during which time , the 
Indge doch procced according tothe natnre of 'the ation, and. the 
Maximes of the Law,which are compiled together to iudge by,and 
ſerue him for his dire&ion ; but in exrraordinarie cauſes his conſci- 
enceleadeth him. | 

3 The third time,touching exceptions,is not only betweene par- 
tic and partie, but alfo againſt the Tudge for inſufficiencie of authori- 

tic giuen him,if the caufe ſorequire. "2 

+. The fourth time, three things are to be obſerued ypon the de- 
fendanednfivere. 

x  Wherher he denyedall,or did confeffe part or all. 

/ 2 Whethericbe requifie that the Tndge indicially heare the cauſe, 
or elf@according to the defendants anfiver and confeſſion) tudgehim 
to pay or ſatisfic the matter withinnine daies, ' | 

35 Thatafter the conteftarion ofthe ſuit,there beno matter ofany 
dilatoric exceptions alſedged ro hinder the proceedings, bur rather 
peremprorie exceptions;to bring themarter roa definatiue ſentence. 

5 - Thefifth time; foure thitgs are tobe obſcrued, namely, 
7 The complainantmuſt fweare, that he is perfiwaded thathe de- 
mandeth a iuſt and right de<mardyand the defendanrlikewife,chathe 
defendeth his right. pak” eros are obrgt. 

2 Thatthey ſhall ſpeake rrurl! to that which ſhall bedemanded of 


them, 
SE - 3 That 


——_ 
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3 That they ſhall not require(withour iuſt cauſc)any time of pro- 
longation. q-; | 22: | 
That they hauenot,nor wil attempt to corrupt witneſſes. 

6 The fixth time, vpon the conteſtationand interlocutorie ſen. 
tefice,you mult obſerue nine things. | 
"7 Thatthe witneſſes be preſented in preſence of the partie againſt 
whom they are produced. . '. 
2 Thart they bee freemen and 
rupted. . | | 
3. That they bee ſworne, and the producent payeth his char- 
CS, TY , 
p 4. You may inquire of the partie that doth produce the witneſles, 
asalſo of the witneſſes by certaine articles, whar may appertaine to 


- 
© £44 


honeſt, and not hired nor cor- 


---..» thecauſe, in regard of their admittance for robee ſworne, becauſe 


A Maximo 
_ the Law of 


w 
Arragon, 


To abridge 
the mulriplici- 
riesof ſuits 


their depoſition isthe ground of the matter. 
5 That theplaintife having hadthree ſeuerall times to produce his 


ws witneſles,ſhall not haue any other time to examine any more, vnleſlſe 


he do ſweare, that he knowethnot what the former witneſſes haue 
depoſed,and the Iudge do aſfent thereunto. «904 ringed 36 

6 If the witneſſes hate declaredany thing obſcurely,; they may 
declarethe ſame more plainely,if.the Iudge do deſire the fame atthe 
intreatie of the partie,according as heſhall direR;,., _ - + 7 

7 After publication of the witneſſes depoſitions, there may not 
any other witneſſes be depoſed vpon the ſaid interrogatories, or any 
matter touching the ſame. wow rn mgpee 

8 That the witneſſes beexamined of the time, of the place, and 
ofthe caſe itſclfe, whether they haue ſeenc or heard the ſame,8& what 
they belecue or know thercof,or of, the report they haue heard. 

9 That(toauoid charges)therebe not too many examined. 


of The ſeucath time is, when all muſt bee alledged which may 


any manner of waies make for the ſtate of the cauſe, and if it fall 
out that two witneſſes tell one.tale (as it were ) verbatim, their 
euidence is voide,; and the eight. time the: Iudge proceedeth to a 
definitiue ſentence, and theninth time ( which myſt bedone with- 
in tenne daies) the partie may appealc ,,and therupon. for the tenth 
time, the pleyto or ſuite, withall the. records , goerh! out of that 
Iudges court toa higher court, where it may not depend aboue a li- 
mired time. ir heli; 20927.00 407 me 

The , obſeruations doe miniſter, ar; occaſion, that many contro- 


uerſics are ended without law; for the parties are not ſure to ob- 
ſerue theſe times, ; 
contented with ſo ſhort a time of pleading :;:the complainant alſo 
may know, whether it. be ſafe for him to 
that hee is in. conſcience perſuaded of his right;and moreuer paying 
a fine for wrong moleſtation, abridged (with them hererofore) the 
multiplicities of; ſuits. 


and the defendants which. ſecke delaies are not 
e his oath as aforeſaid, 


Omitting now to ſpeake of other courts of cquitie,and calling law 
3 | i and 


nals 
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and Equitie to bee the Common Law , ſo much commended. aboue 
the Ciuile Law,by the (aid Mr. Ferte/cur, ſomerimes Lord chiefeIy- 
ſtice of the Kings Bench in the time of King Henrie the ſixth, who 
hath obſerued five points wherein the ſame confiſteth let ys obſerue 
many more toextoll the excellencie of the ſaid Common Law , as 
followeth ſummarily. | | 


x Firſt,becauſe of the antiquitie thereof, forthat in all the times Excellencie of 
that the Realme was inhabited by.fiue ſeucrall nations, the ſame was © 
ſtill ruled by the faid Cuſtomes that it is now gouerned withall, land. 


which if they had not beene good, ſome of the Kings of theſe ſene- 
rall nations, mooued either with juſtice, or withreaſon and affeQi- 
on, would haue changed or aboliſhed the ſame, eſpecially the Ro- 
manes who iudged all the world... _ _ .; ley L 
2 Secondly, for that the Kings of England at their Coronation 
doe take a ſolemne oath,to cauſe-all the Cuſtomes of the Realme to 
be faithfully obſerued according to the former inſtitution; . | 
3 Forthar the ſaid ancient Cuſtoms or Maximes therofare inex 
pugnable, and doe ſtand of their owneauthoritie as Principles,which 
neednoreaſon to confirme their authoritie,.as the-Lawes of Solos, 
_ , Carondas, Licurgus, Numa Pompilius , and the Law of twelue 
Tables, &c. | Th 


4 Becauſe all differences and controuerſfies , which happen be- ; 


tweene the King and his ſubieRts are tried and determined by the 
Law; andif it bedone in Parlement; or by the Iudges, it is ſtillaccors- 
ding tothe Law. | - _— 

5 Becauſethe King perſonally giuerh not any iudgement, cfpe- 
cially when himſelfe is 4 partie , ſeeing it is againſt the Law of Na- 
ture tobe both judge and partie. on 

- 6 + Forthat notwithſtanding the deceaſe of the Kings of. England 
from time to time, the Iudges of the Courts of Record , thar 
is to ſay of the Chancerie, of the Kings Bench, of the Common 
Pleas, which doe fir as Iudges by the Kings Letters Pattents doe 
remaine authoriſed, and their power ended not immediately with 
the King ; howbeit the ſucceeding Kings doe confirme them in 
their offices, whereby all {editions are preuented during the inter 
Regnum. 

7 For that with indifferencie,without regard of perſons,it com- 
mandeth as well the Nobilitie and other-perſons of dignitic by way 
of vtlagare or outlaw as the meaneſt ſubiects. 

$ For exerciſing a power ouer the Iudges ; which are not to 
judge of the Law,but by the Law : arid therefore is the word Adiei- 
#m properly attributed to theit 'determinations ; cuen as. the word 
Decretum is vnderſtood of the ordinances or ſentences of the Magi- 
ſtrates, following equitie ( aSit were ) without Law . For there is 
the like proportion betweene the Law 2nd the execution thereof,cal- 
led Legw AtFio, as there is betweene Equitie and the dutic of a Magi- 
ſtrate called 1udicis Officinms. {1 | 

T &" 9 For 


Q 
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'9 For that the officers thereof are authoriſed according to the 
qualitieand due execuvion' of it , by a _=_ rtionable diſtribution, 
namely, The Tudges for terme of life, arid officers ſubalterne changing 
from yeareto yeare, tothe end the adminiſtration of juſtice may bee 
more indifferent. © *' £ Wl 

10 For the diuerſitic of the triall thereof in ſeuerall Courts, ac- 
' cording toLaw andEquitie, is the'cauſe of an agreeing and moſtne- 
- ceflarie diſcotd, as it were', Concordi Diſcordia, whereby the bodie of 
juſtice is ſupporred by ſtriuing, as the ſtones vpholding a vault, as 
Cato \(aith. . | 

11 For that the Tudges in criminall cauſes doe change from 
time totimetheir circuits, and inferiour Indges of the Court doe 
execute the place as well as ſuperiour Tudges, whereby partialitic is 
preuented. | 

12 For that the Law tendeth'moſt carefully for the good and 
preſeruation of life and goods of eutrie good and honeſt man , ſee- 
ing that euen in criminal] cauſes, it hath prouided ( as much as may 
ſand with juſtice ) a helpe and favour, permitting the Indges.to 
order thepleading of offendors and to inſtru them to anoid mi(- 
{mY giuing them leaue tocxcept againft the Iurors, which 
's C. 

| = For that it doth forbid the'fale of: offices, thereby inten- 
ding due adminiſtration of juſtice ; for where offices are ſold 
( as it were) by the Great, there juſtice is commonly folde by 
Retaile. 

. 14, Becauſe the ſame is moſt aprecable with the nature and diſ- 
poſition of the _ le, andthe qualitic of the countrey , which by 
reaſon of the fertilitie , affordeth verie conuenient meanes for the 
triall thereof by Iuries of twelue men, the nature of the people be- 
ing gentle. | 

15 Becauſe men are to reduce the ſtate or iſſue of their 
cauſe vpon one peremptorie exception to bee tried by the ver- 
dit of twelue men, whereby matters are determined with ex- 
 pedition. 

16 For:that it commandeth not any thing, but what is honeſt, 
reaſonable, and poſſible in it ſelfe, and all impoſſbilities are exclu- 
ded thereby. 

17 For that thereof may bee made an Arte or Science in 
manner before declared, ſeeing the ſame is finite in her Pre- 
cepts , according to the old Maximes or Principles , whereun- 
toereric thing being reduced and explained, as aforeſaid, all am- 
biguities and darke ſentences would be taken away, and the Indges 
ſhould eaſily giue a cleare vnderſtanding thereof. according to the 
order of Solow, who madethe Arropagits of Athens to be as Guar- 
dians of the Law. 

18 Forthat the triall thereof by a Iurie of twelue men vpon one 
point peremptorily or in certaintie is briefe and ſubſtantial, = 

| 2 cauſe 
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cauſe the witneſſes whichare produced before them ( by whole cui- 
dence the ſtare of the cauſe is made ) muſt be approuee by the verdi& 
of twelue men,as aforeſaid. » 

19 For that the matter of FaQ is diſtingviſhed from the matter of 
Law,and is accordingly decided cither by the Turie, yponthe matter 
of Fact, or by the Indges vpon Demurrer or otherwiſe vpon the mat- 
ter of Law. 

20 Fortheindifferencie of the triall of controverſies and que- 
ſtions betweene the natiue ſubicRs and aliens . for they may haue 
their trialls Per medietatem lingue, that is to ſay , halfe the Turie 
of ſtrangers and the other halfe of Engliſh ſubies, ro auoide 
partialitie. 

21 Forthatthe Sericants and Councellors at the Law are to gine 
counſell,andto helpe the poore,which axe not ableto proſecute Law 
at their owne charges, which they doe #» forma pauperis by direion 
of the Lord Chancellor, and the Lords chiefe Iuftices of the Kings 
Bench and Common Pleas. | 

22 Finally,the Common Law is excellent for hauing fewer faults 
and imperfections, than any other Law, being moſt ſufficient to vp- 
hold the common-wealth in quietneſle. | ; 

Thus the Common Law of England, hath like a Queene a Predo- 
minantpower,from whence proceedeth mutuall loue and ſure amitie 
from the Prince to the ſubiets ; and from the ſubicRs againe due 
obedienceto the Prince in a moſt pleaſant harmonie and concord, de- 
ſeruing thename of a Law receied, publiſhed and recorded, with- 
out any reaſon tobe rendred for the ſame ( as it were ) Lex cum Pro- 
lozo, wherewith Seneca found fault when he faid 1ubeat lex, non [nadeat. 
Andas the Law isderiued 2 /izare.to bind, fo is the whole State of 
the Common-wealth bound ro the head, and may be made eafterin 
practiſe : For as the ſa d Seneca faith, Nil eff quod pertinax opera, or dili- 
Lens CHYA, HOW eXPrugnat. 


Of the Lawes of the Kingdome of France. 


TX Lawes of France are cither written or cuſtomarie, and ac- 
cording to this diuifion the countrey is dinided. Acquitanie, 
and a part of Celticanext vnto it, is called Pays de Droid? efcript , be- 


cauſe the Ciuile Law of the Romanes i. there in force : the rea- Written Law. 


ſon whereof is thought ro be, becauſe the Romanes did conrinue 
long in thoſe parts after the Frankes had made a thorough con- 
queſt of the other. Belgica and the other part of Celrica 1s cal- 
led Couſtumier , becauſe for the moſt part they are governed by 


their auncient cuſtomes, which amongſt them haue the force of AncientCn- 
A X -_— - Rtomes. 
Lawes : howbeit neither the Ciuile Law, nor the cuſtomarie 


are further in force than they are agreeable with the Edits of the 
King, ; 
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Subſidies and 


y,and Com. 
etlakie 


. Clergie,Nobi= ceſſitic of the affaires 0 


Vnder the Law written are comprehended, 

The Ciuile Law. 

The Kings Edits and Ordinances made by aduice either'of the 

priute Councell, or of thethree eftates, and | 

The Arreſts or Ordinances of the Courts of Parlement. 

In the erefions of their vniuerſities of Law , the King expreſ- 
ly declareth , That they are not bound to the Ciuile Law , nei- 
ther receiue it for further vſe than to draw inſtructions of good 
gouernement and reaſon from it, as appcareth in the Charter at 
Orleans, by Phillip le Bell, Anno 1312, wherein hee ſheweth thar 
this Realme is gouerned by Cuſtome , and not by the Ciuile 
Law ; except in ſome Provinces , which the Kings haue permit- 
ted in ſome caſes ſo to 'doe , not as bound, but as willing to 
continue the Law which their ſubiefts of auncient time haue 
vicd. So that the Ciuile Law generally is not in force, but -one- 
ly for direQion and forme of pleading and proceeding in the order 
of the proceſſe : and where it is moſt in force the Courts of 
Parlement haue authoritie to conſtrue and interprete it , as they 
thinke goed. | 

Of all the written Lawes in France, the Ordinances and E- 
difts of the King are moſt in force ; inſomuch as they are ac- 
knowledged for the onely Lawes , and all other haue their life 
from them, and are ſo farre forth auailable as they are ftrengthe- 
ned by them. 

The arreſts of the Courts of Parlement are of great authoritie, 
being pronounced inthe name of the King, and areas Lawes tobe 
followed in all caſes. 

In like manner their Ordinancesare to be followed onely during 
the time that the King prouideth, not otherwiſe, and in their owne 
Circuit onely; for they haue not authoritie ro make Lawes generall 
and perperuall. 

The Cuſtomcs which diuers Provinces claime, are of late yeares 
drawneinto writingsand publiſhed in print, for the more caſie yn- 
derſtanding of them, and the auoiding of confuſion ; ſo that now all 
the Lawes of France may be ſaid tobe written Lawes : this was be- 

un in thetime of Charlesthe ſeuenth, _AYnne 1453, and ordered al- 
0 inthe time of Hexrie the third, Anno 1579. 

This manner of gouernement cauſeth ſubſidies and jmpoſitions 
to bee made as reuenues of the Crowne by the Kings authoritie, 
which were at the firſt __ by the three eſtates, vpon vrgent ne- 

the Realme onely, but now they are growne 
tobe ordinarie. Charles the ſeuenth was the firſt that made them or- 
dinarie for the payment of ſouldiers. Francs the firſt, and Hewrie the 
ſecond did the like. 

Perſonall' ſubſidies are taken by the poſe, whereof Eccleſfaſticall 
men, Noblemen, and Officers of the King, Queene, and children 
are exempted, | _ 

ea 
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Reall or patrimoniall ſubſidiesare leuicd by lands in ſome prouin- 
ces, as Languedocand Prouence, whereof no perſons are exempted. 
Mixt ſubſidies are leuied of the yeomandrie, and ſomeperſons 
of meanes. ' 
Thegreateſt impoſition isvpon Wines, now fifteene ſoulz vpon 
euerie mewe. 
And vpon Salt, appointed by Philip de Palos, called Magazins or Magazinzof 
Gremers for ſalt, forbidding Merchants to trafficke for it, ſettinga —” 
rate of foure denters ypon eueric pound of ſalt. Francs the firſt made 
the ſame perpetuall, as the domaines of the crowne; and all men are 
compelled to buy it at the Magazins,vpon pane of puniſhment.This 
impoſt is letten ro farme for two millions of crownes, or fix hundred 
thouſand pound ny «26 
The right of the ſea belongeth to the King,and he may lay impo- 
ſitions thirtie leagues from the land into theſea,ifno other ſoucraign 
prince be not within that precinR. 
There are eight courts of Parlement in France, and cight cham- 
bers of account. 


Ar Paris erefted 1 302 by Philip le Bell. ? AtParis. nmnget was 
At Tholouze alſo,and confirmed by Charlesthe 7. | In Briraigne. — Ou 

At Grenoble 1453 by Zewsthe 11. Ar Dion, Courts of ac- 
Ar Bourdecaux 1462, by Zews the 1 1. Ar Monpellier, 

At Aix 1501,by Zews the 12, In Dolphine. 

At Dion 1476,by Zewsthe 1 1, for Burgondie. | In Provence. 

AtRoan 1449,by Zews the 12 for Normandie. | At Blois. 

At Rheames 155 3,by #.the 2,tor Britainic. ArRoan, 


of the Salique Law of France. 


J- is an vſuall recciued opinion, that Pharamond was the author of 
this law : others thinke it was ſo called of the Gaules, that were 
called Salic,amongſt whom that law was eſtabliſhed ; for the aunci- 
ent Gaules termed all their lawes either Ripuarie or Salique, and in 
the time of Charlemaine they were called Saliques. Neuertheleſſeit 
is thought to hauebeene invented of lattertime, as by Philip le Zong, 
to fruſtrate the daughters of Lews Hwtin, or elſe ro haue had the firlt 
ſtrength from an vſuall cuſtome of all Barbarians,which wasneuer to 
ſuffer the females to inheritthe crowne : and ſobeing begun inthe 
firſt and ſecond line of the kings, it hath continucd in the third,and 
by cuſtomeit is rather confirmed, than to beproued to bea law at 
any time ordained, hauing beene little account madethereof, varill 
the controuerſies berweene Philip le Long and Epdes duke of Burgon- 
die,who claimed it for his necce ave, daughter to Lews Huttin, and 
Philip de Yalois with Edward king of England. The booke of the Sa- 
lique lawes is buta colle@ion, howbeit, there is no example cuer 


heard of, that any woman gouerned. b- 
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of the lawes of the higher and low Germazie, concurring with the Ciuile 
| Law and the Courts of Equitie in ſubſtance. 


[i 6m courts of Equitie beyond the ſeas,aftcr bill and anſwere, re- 
plication and retoynder,and ſometimes duplication, and at laſt 
concluſion,with theexamination of witneſſes in ferious manner, The 
whole proceedingsare delivered to certaine Doctors or learned men 
which are as maſters of the Chancerie,or belonging to certaine Vni- 
uerlities)to beabreuiated, which is called a4 rotulandurms, who doe cut 
pcm off all ſuperfluous things which vpon the marter are confeſſed on 
both fides,or are not material! ro the ſtare of the cauſe, robring the 
differences betweene the parties to certaine points or heads, wherup- 
on the ſaid partics(with the aduice of the aduocartes or learned coun- 
ſell) do diſpute and debate the ſaid differcnces ro bring them ( as it 
were) ripeand perfected before the Tudge. For if the defendant will 
trake(couertly) any exceptionsagainft cheIudge of that juriſdiction, 
he may haue the whole proceſſe made vp in the name of A.B.and C. 
| D.as it were complainant and defendanr, withour naming either of 
the parties, and the ſame to be ſent vnder the rowne ſcale vnto Do- 
Rors,or other learned men of Vniuerſities,clefted therennto in other 
iuriſditions, which dogiuec their ſentence or tudgement thereupon, 
and returne the ſame back againe vnder ſcale, before the Tudge where 
the cauſe was depending ; who calling both partics before him, de- 
mandeth of them,whether he ſhal open the proces,and whether they 
will ſtand to the iudgement therein contained * and if the complai- \, 
nant deſcend thereunto, then is the defendant thereby concluded, 
ſeeing he had his choice, and did(in a maner)appealc from the Iudge, 
whereupon execution is preſently had, and matters are ended with 
expedition, 

By the premjſig&we may obſcrue, how other lawes arc variable, 
and ſubiect to alteftion, and that the Law-Merchaat is conſtant and 
prmm_y in her cuſtomes, which therefore are not to be infringed, 

nt ſeriouſly to be maintained by all the foure precedent meanes, or 
{ome ſelefted courſe of execution tobe deuiſed,concurring with the 
ſame.Forthe better furtherance wherof,and more exa& explanation, 
by contraries, I haue for a Corrollarie of this worke added hereun- 
to three Paradoxesalluding to the ſaid three Eſfentiall parts of Traf- 
ficke,which will illuſtrate the moſt material! conſideration to be had 
in the courſe of Trafficke and Trade. 


b 


CHAP, XVIII. 


Three Paradoxes alluding to the three Eſſential * 
parts of Trafficke, : | 


; Auing heretofore publifhed a Treatiſe intituled 
Englands wview in the unmasking of. two Para- 
& 4oxes, which had beene preſented vnto the 
@®) French King Herie the fourth, as a matter of 
| | ww great conſequence, and- conliderable in the go- 
| &. uernement. of common-weales ; and finding 
Nga VA J that thetruevnderſtanding of them(witha thixd 
| - Paradoxobſerued by me)did properly alludeto 
the contents of this booke, or the three Eſſentiall parts of Trafficke, 
namely Commodities, Money,and Exchange for Money, I did re- 
ſoluetohandle the ſubſtance of them for a Corrollarie of the ſame, p,,. 1. 
the rather becauſe Paradoxes arethings contrarie to the vulgar opi- iris. 
nion,and willalſo make all the premiſſes more manifeſt and apparant 
by their concluſion. | 
The ſaid two Paradoxes preſented by Monſieur Maleſtroit one of 
the officers of the Finances or Treaſurie in France, were as follow- 
eth, ſaying, | 
'1 That to complaine of the generall dearth of all things in France was Commodities: 
without cauſe, for there was nathing growne deere theſe three bundrath 
Jeares. | 
2 That there i much to be loſt yon 4 crowne,or any other money of gold Money and 
and ſiluey , albeit one do giue the ſame in payment at the price he did receine 
the ſame. | 


The third Paradox which I haue added hereunto,is, 


3 That the imaginarie moneys ſuppoſed in Exchanges for money , made by Exchange. 
Bills of Exchances,do owerrule the courſe and propertie of Reall and Subſtan- 
tiall moneys in {pecie.. | 

Aonſiewr Maleſtroit ſaith , thar fince the ancient permutation hath 
beene changed in buying and ſelling, and thatthe firſtriches of men 
(which conſiſted of cattell ) was transferred tothe goldand fun, 
whereby 


— 
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Gold and Sit. Whereby all things haue receiued their eſtimation , it followeth that 


ner are the 


thoſemetralls are the right judges of good cheape or dearth of all 
things. 

wy cannot ſay that any thing is deerer than it was three hundred 

cates ago, vnleſſe that for the buying thereof wee muſt nowpiue 
more Gold and Siluer than wee did then : But for the buying of all 
things, wee doe not giue now more Gold or Siluer than wee. did 
then ; therefore (ſaicth he)nothing is growne deerer in France ſince 
that time. | 

To proue this, he doth alledge, That during the raigne of King 
Philip de Palos, in the yere 1328,the French crown of the flowerde- 
luce(as good in weight and fineneſle as the French crowne of the 
Sunne now)was then worth but rwentie ſoulz tournois, commonly 
accounted tobe two ſhillings ſterling. In thoſe daies (faieth he) the 
French elle or yard of Veluct was worth foure livers,which is foure 
crownes, or cight ſhillings ſterling : the ſaidelle of Veluet doth now 
coſt ten liuers, or twentie ſhillings, and the French crowne which 
was then valucd attwo ſhillings,isnow valued at fiftic ſoulz, or fiue 
thillings ; ſo that foure crownes do make the faid twentie ſhillings, 
yetthe ſaid French crownes doe not containe more gold in weight 
or fineneſſ> than before ; and conſequently the veluer is not now 
deerer than it was then. 

The gentleman that kath now five hundreth livers by the yere to 
Tpend,hath no more than he thathad one hundreth liuers ro ſpend in 
thoſe daies : and in like manner he proceedeth for Corne, Wine, and 
other commodities,and thereupon concluded, That the dearth of all 
things, is but imaginarie, anda vaine opinion to conceiue that things 

d bedeerernow than in thoſe daics, 


The / econd Paradox. 


"a is much to be loſt pon a Crowne, or any other monty , although the 
: ® ſamebe ginenin paiment at the price t was receined. Fi 

This (ſaierh Monſieur Maleſtroit) is an old and common error, roo- 
ted inthe iudgement of moſt men, thar are far from the marke and 
without their reckoning ,as he will manifeſt in the former termes; 

In the aforeſaid time of King Philip de Yalois, the French crowne a- 
foreſaid was worth but twentic ſoulz, which is now currant for fif- 
tic ſoulz. | | 

The gentleman that had fiftie ſoulz rent or income,did receiue for 
it two crownes and ahalfe, or ſo much in filuer accordingly ; for 
which two crownes and a halfe he had halfea yard and halfe a quar- 
terof veluet, after therate of foure liuers the yard, which was the 
price of veluet then : now for this fiftie ſoulz the gentleman doth 
receiuebut one crowne, or ſo much of filuer money,and for that one 


crownenow he can buy but one quarter of a yard of veluet afterthe 
rate 
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.rate of teh liuers that veluet is now worth, - whereas before hee had 


halfea yard and halfe a quarter, although hee haue giventhe ſame in; 


payment for fiftie Sols, which is the price for which heerecemed the 
faid Crowne;and ſo proceedeth with other the like examples in the 
buying of commodities with ſiluer coyne, or' in the receiving of 
rents or incomes, adding further thereunto; that if any man will ob=: 
ie and ſay, I care not what the crowne, liueror ſoulz is worth, ſo 
as I hauing a hundreth livers of rent paied mee.,and that T can pay out 
againe the ſaid hundrerh livers. This man ( ſaith hee) muſt rhenmake: 
roofethart he can haue now as much ware for two foulz, as he could” 
| had in times paſt for two ſoulz which were of fine ſfiJuer, and 
now almoſt of copper , and in doing ſo heeſhould make -athird Pa- 
radox more ſtrange than the former : for hee: ſhould goeabout to 
prooue cueric thing to bee become better cheape, which cannot bee 
rooued. MH 
: The ſubſtanceand intention of theſe two Paradoxesis (faith hee) 
to ſhew thatthe King and his ſubiedts doe buy all things as deere as 
intimespaſt, for that they muſt giue as great a/quantitie of gold and 
filueras in times paſt : but by the inhauncing of the _ of the mo- 
neys of gold(from whence of neceſlitic proceedeth t 


nues, ſuch aquantitie of gold and filuer, as his predeceſſors. In like. 


manner, Noblemen and Gentlemen that have great reuenues and. portion be- 
incombes, doe not receiue ſuch a quantitie of gold andfilucr as in; em: 


times paſt, but are payed(as the King is)in copper in liewof gold and 
filuer . For which copper, according tothe ſecond Paradox, they 
cannot haue ſo much wares, as they might haue for the I; ke quantiie- 
of gold and filuer : ſo that the Iofle which wee haue by chegrow- 
ing deere of all things commeth not by giving more, but by recei- 
uing lefſe quantitie of gold and filuerthan before z whereby wee ſee 
manifeſtly that the more wee doe inhaunce the price of money, the 
more we loſe. | 


Monſieur Bodine, the famous and learned'Politician, tooke vpon The 4 


him to makean anſwere vnto thoſerwo Paradoxes, being of another 73<2c 


opinion , and ſetteth downe other cauſes of the dearth of things, 
which are fiue in number, namely; is (£16! 
1 Theprincipall and almoſt onely cauſe: The aboundance of 
gold and filuer,now extant in the Kingdome morethan intumes paſt, 
2 The Monopolies. 91-14 © 31 gf 911 3-inodl 
3 \- The Want of things cauſeth by exceſſive Trade'and waſt 
thereof. mA; | 
4 ThePleaſure of Princes that aduancetheprice of things,” 
5 Thealteration of the Valuationof diodes: e.g 11-5 


To proue the firſt caſe and principall, he alleagerh divers exami- 


ples: Plutarch and Pliniedoe witneſſe , that Paulns Emilie after the Examplesoi 
conqueſt of Macedon againſt the Perſtans, did bring ſuch aboun- + 


dance of gold and filuer to Rome, that the people were freed of all 
Impolts, 


edbaring of the 1hauncing of 
filuer moneys ; ) the King doth: nor receiue in payment of his reue-/ gold abarerh 
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Empoſts, and the price of lands aduanced vnto two third parts ſud- 
denly . The Emperour Awguf/zs brought ſuch great treaſure from 
Egypr, that the price of vſuric did decreaſe, and lands became much 
dearer : and rhelike at Ieruſalem by the comming of the Queene of 
Candace:and in the Weſt Indies by the Spaniards conqueſt there: 
and heereunto hee maketh a compariſon of the want of moneys in 
times paſt, for the paiment of the ranſome of Princes taken priſo- 
ners in thoſe dayes, and the meanes of the.increaſe of wealth by the 
diſcouerie of the Weſt Indies , the propagation of the people in 
France, theirtrade for Turkic and Barbarie, their Banke at Lyons, 
and other accidents. . 

.. Concerning the ſecond cauſe of Monopolies, hee doth paſſeonver 


© + theſame as 2 matternot conſiderable, and doth limit Monopolies 


ancly tothe combination of Merchants and Artificers, in the ſetting 
of.a price to commodities, or their handie worke by augmenting 
their wages. te 

"Touching the third cauſe of the dearth of things, by the want or 
waſte of them, hee obſerueth ſome eſpeciall things ; that come and 
wine are better cheape during the time of warre, than peace : be- 
cauſe the Husbandman is driven to ſell and to make money of his 
.. wares, and the Gentleman finding the ſame periſhable , when the 
Merchant dare not lade his ſhips, doth abate the price of commodi- 
ties, and maketh the peopletoliuegood cheape ,; which according to 
the Prouerbe ( France can neuer be famiſhed ) would alwaies continue, 
if by the meanesof the ſtranger their ſtorehouſes were not emptied. 

Concerning the fourth caoſc of the pleaſure of Princes, impoſing 
a price ypon.commodities, which they doe affe: Plato ſaith , Thartir 
is a general] rule in State matters, That Princes doe not only giue 
Lawes vatotheir ſubieRs, bur alſo by their example they do change 
the mannets of men : towhich purpoſe hee doth vſe the example of 
their King: Fraxcs the firſt , who being hurt in the head, cauſed his 
haireto bee cut off, wherein the people did preſently imitate him : 
'! We haue ſeen(ſaith he) three great Princes ſtriuing;( as it were) who 


_*** ſhouldhauvethe moſt learned men and beſt artificers,namely,the ſaid 
" great King Fraxcis the firſt, Hewrie the 8 King of England, and Pope 


Paul the third ; inſfomuch that the King of England could neuer haue 
the learned and reuerend Beds;and the French King, did pay ſeuentie 
two thouſand Crownes: for a Diamond, rather than King Henrie 
ſhould have had it . Hereupon preſently the people did giue them- 
felues to ſtadic'and to buy precious ſtones , when the Nobilitie did 
imitate the King: and when the King gaue ouer the ſame,the price of 
them was much abated. 

If any man ſhould here obie@ ( ſaith Aorſievr Bodin ) that if things 
ſhould ſtill become deerer, partly through the waſte , and partly for 
' the aboundance of goldandfiluer, no man ſhould be ableto liue be- 
| cauſe of the dearth of things. It is true, but the warres and calami- 
ties happenivg to a Common-wealth,, doe ſtay the courſe of it,as 
Reta] wee 
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wee may note, that the Romanes haue lived with ſcarſitie, and to, 
ſpeake pro ly in want and miſerie almoſt five hundreth yeares, | 
when they had bur copper moneys of a pound weight, and without CoPp=mo- 
ſtampe: for their gold and filuercamevnto them in one hundrethand ponndweight; 
twentie yeares by the ſpoile of all the world, which was brought to 
Rome by the Scipions, Paul Emilyus, Marins,Sylle, Lucullus, Pompey,and 
Ceſar , eſpecially by the two laſt : for n—_ did conquer ſo much 
land, as madethe reuenue of the Empire to bee cight millions and a Grearwealth 
halfe of Crownes. Czſar notwithſtanding all his prodigalities, —_— 
brought to the treaſurie fortie millions of Crownes, hauing giuen 
at one time ynto Paxl, Conſull, goo thouſand Crownes to hold 
ſilence; and vnto Cwrio#, Tribune, x 5 00 thouſand Crownes totake 
his part. Afarke _Anthonie went further, as Plutarch and Appian haue 
written, for he gaue vnto his armie for their ſeruice done 200 thoy- 
ſand Talents, being 120 millions of Crownes : ſo did Adrias the 
Emperourto haue the good will of fortie Legions giue ten millions; 2 
whereby appeareth great aboundanceof gold and filuer to haye been 
at Rome , but it did not laſt ever : for in leſſe than three hundreth 
years the Parths,Goths Hercules, Hongres and other cruell Nations 
did overcome the Empire and all Italy, and ouercame the Romanes, 
bumed their Citic and tooke the ſpoile of them. The like doth 
happen vnto all Common-weales to waxe and increaſe by little The propertie 
and little, and to flouriſh for a time in wealth and power, and after- -—- —"_ 
wards to grow old and decline, vntill they bee vtterly ruinated and 
deſtroyed. 
Touching the laſt cauſe of the dearth of things by the alteration 
of money, hee ſheweth how Monſieur Maleffroit hath miſtaken the 
matter in the monies themſelues made within three hundreth yeares. 
For whereas he ſaith, That Saint Zews cauſed the firſt ſols ro becoy- 
ned, worth twelue deniers, whereof fixtie foure peeces went tothe 
- marke weight of cight ounces zand that in Philip de Yalows his timethe 
Crowne of the Flower de Luce without number, and as good as the 
Crownes now, was valued but at twentie ſols, and that afterwardes 
King John cauſed the Frankes to be made of fine gold,which were bur 
valued twentie ſols, and that the ſols of filuer was worth five of our 
ſols : he doth not ſay of what weight and fineneſſe the moneys were 
inthoſe dayes,and inconclufion hee ſaith, That the priceof things is 
not altered by the Valuation of moneys. 

But if Monſieur Bodine(according to his wiſedome anddeepe iudge- 
ment in other matters)had duely conſidered of theſe two Paradoxes, 
hee would haue madeadiret anſwere thereunto before he would 
haue proceeded in his former diſcourſe. ; 

The firſt Paradox being conſidered with the ſecond, will ſkew a - -_ .. 
manifeſt contradiction or contrarietic: for the firſt doth conliſt in gi- Thccomre-" 
uing of more gold and filuer for commodities now,than in times paſt, paradoxes, 
which hee denieth : and the ſecond, in receiuing lefſe commodities 


forthe gold and filuernow , than in times paſt, which hee affirmeth , 
. | T which 


® 


— ——— — 
_ — — 


— 


——— 
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ee 


.. commodities than in rimes paſt 


Cauſcs of the 
denomination 
of moneys,&c. 


whiehboth wayes is to bee taken in nature of commutation, 
Now if wee doe not: gue. more quantitie of gold and filuer for 

; how canwerecciueleſſe commodi. 
ties for the goldand filuer', and thereby recciuea loſſe, as in the ſe- 
cond Paradox is alleaged'? Z820Y | 
' Apaine, if wedoe receiveleſſequantitic of commodities for gold 
and filuer than in times pzſt;according tothe ſecond Paradox,wherc- 
by weluſtainea lofſe ; how-can the firſt Paradox bee true, Thatno- 
thing is growne decre, for that wee giueno more: quantitic of gold 
and filuer than in times paſt, commodities and moneys lying by this 
compariſon in an cquall ballance ? EET 
-But let vs admir , that Monſieur Maleftroit had an intention, which 
ee might haue expreſſed in few words, if hee had the true ground, 
and vnderſtood the -matter hee went about , by proouing onely 
that when moneys doe-alter in weight, or in fineneſle, orin valua- 
tion, or in all three, the price of things doth alter onely by deno- 
mination if the valuation bee made accordingly : yet Monſieur 
Bodixe had not made a'good interpretation of the ſaid: Paradoxes, 
and' miſtooke' the true ground of the matter in queſtion'touching 
the prices of 'commodities, which hee compared within themſelues 
inthe Realmeof France, whereas the compariſon-ought to bee of 
the inhauncing of the price of the commodities of one countrey, 


Ss 


_ -- withthe price of the commodities of other countreys, and thereby 


find our , whether things are growne deere with v$-or with them in 
effec. So that they both miſtaking their grounds, we hauc ſhewed in 
the ſaid Treatiſe, That they ( hauing loſt Ariaze her line, wherewith 
they entred into thelaborinth of moneys and their propertics before 
declared ) are like vnto a man who having loſt his way among(t 
the woods, the further hee goeth, the more hee erreth from the 
right way. obo; nn nr 

'To intreate therefore of commodities and money, in the courſe 
of trafficke betweene Kingdomes and Common-weales is-not ſuffi- 
cient : but the exchange of moneys, being the publike meaſure be- 
tweene them muſt bee regarded, as the principall and ouerruling part 
thereof. * * | C1 
.. For ifa man ſhould frame afilogiſmein manner following,he ſhall 
find the ſame full of fallacies and miſpriſion,nay a verie Dilemma. 

Nothing cauſeth Merchants ro-export more money out of the 
Realme than'they bring in, bur onely the bringing in of more com- 
modities into the Realme than they carried our , 
The vnderualuation of our moneys,cauſethno more commodities 
to be brought into the Realme than is carried out; 

"Ergo, The vnderualuation of our moneys,cauſcth not more money 
fo be carried our of the Realme than is brought ins is declared in our 
laſt Treatiſe to hinder the —— of our moneys, which by the 

"Treatiſe of free Trade ( lately publiſhed ) was inſiſted vpon. 


. Wedoalſo find, that inthe yeare 1577, Monſieur Gerranlt one = 
the 


ky) 
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the French Kings Countell did'exhibit two Paradoxes concernine . 
moneys,which maycin regard of the former) ſeeme more paradoxt- 
call orſtrange, not only to the vulgar opinion, bur alſo to the iudge- 
ment of the wiſer. | hd. 

The firſt is an afſertion, That moneys hane not changed their wvalaes. 
 Theother,Thatbythe inhanting of the coine,or the price of moneys gheprice 
of tommoaities beconemeth abated and good cheape; and that by the reduttion 
and abatement of moneys eerie thing becommeth deerey. x 

And for as miich,ſazeth he, rharthe matter of money is full of pro- 
bleames, and may be diſputed: on both parts, his deſire is, that ſome 
gentle ſpirit might be ſtirred vp to diſcourſe of the reaſons which 
may bealledged. : 

Touching'the firſt,7has the value of moneys is not changed;(omitting to 

ſpeakeof the Ciele of the Hebrews, the Starters. of the Perſiansand 
Greeks,& the Asor Denier of the Romans,).he-faterh, That K. Zewss 
x r did reduce the diſorderof moneys vnto their former eſtate of K., 
faint Lewis, when the Denier of 'gold was eſteemed(in weight) ynto 
12 deniers of ſtlver, which is properly:zobe called the proportion 
between the gold & filuer hererofore noted : and hereupon he ſhew- 
eth how the ſaid proportionhath bin altered z yet ſo, thar the filuer; 
was alwaies made correſpondemtto the gold; and when the gold ei- 
ther inthe marke weight of 8 ounces, was inhanced,& conſequently 
inthe peeces or coines ; the filucrwas likewiſe inhanced proportio- 
nably,obſeruing theſaid 12 to'xr,or fometimesthereabouts,cither a 
little ouer or vnder; and this cauſed him toſay;That moneys had not 
changed their values,it beingonly a compariſon made betweene the 
gold & filuer, which is by weightand not byvaluation, tobe applied 
vntocuery peece of coyne, eſpecially rothe French crowne of the 
flouredeluce or ſunne ; andthepiece of filuer called Douzaine, allu- 
_ dingtothe ſaid 1 x to x,and the application thereof vntothepriceof 
commodities is more abſurd. The weight of 1 2 of filuer to x of gold 
maketh not the valuation of the-mark weight of gold and (iluer,much 
leſſethe valuation of the pieces coyned of rhe {atd marke, whereby 
we ſee how one diſtinRion is able to diſpell-and diſperſe the foggie 
myſteriesof deccitfull fallacies,as thwSunne driues away the winde 
and the clouds, heretofore by-me obſerucd. 

Concerning the ſecond Paradox, he faith, That many are of opint- 
on,that the inhancing and augmentation of the price of, moneys en- 
gendreth a deerenes of all things,qui ſum preciareram:And that cuen 
as, pro imminutione que in eſtimatione ſolidi forie tract atur ,ommium quogue 
| praciarerum deereſcere oportet, pari ratione, fi quod tractafhir incrementuns 
queque ty pracia rerum creſcere debent, Which opinion (ſaicth he) 
1s grounded ypon the polliticke rule, That the value of moneys 
viverh eſtimation vnto all things, which is not ordinarily obſer- 
ued : for Princes and Magiſtrates are manie times conſtrained to 
endure the incommodities of the time , by. their. prudence and 


vndetſtanding ; ſothatall lawes are not obſerued, by. conſequence 
Tr 2 following 
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following each other, whereby-it conimeth-to pence price of 
waneotollowerh notthe price of moneys,but the common cuſtome, 
formoney was madetono other end:, but to: maintaine and continue 
the trade of merchandiſe, by meanes whereof the commoditiesand. 


neceſſaries are brought from one place to another to auoid the an- 


- cient: paineful{ and: rroubleſome permutation ;. which trafficke is 


A good obſcr- 


had by Mer. 
chants. 


two-fold, namely, within the' realme ;. and. in forreine countries : 
within the realme the money is more-commodious:thanneceſfarie, 
but for the ſtraunger moſt neceſlarie.and therefore muſt be of 'a fine 
ſubſtance, as Goldand Siluer, tobee incloſed in-ai ſmall-roome, . to 
tranſport great matters fromone place'vnto another . And: if wee 
will meerely conſider of this ſubſtance and effect of ſtrange negoti- 
ation , wee ſhall finde nothing but a masked  permuration-of - one 
thing for ſome certaine quantitie or weight of, Gold, or Siluer-: 
for hee thar trafficketh in forreine countries hath-nor ſuch: regard 
to the value impoſed money, as to the intrin{ique goodnes 
which giueth the value , and hath the ſame function in other pla- 


be ces, according towhich- inward. goodneſſe hee.ſetteth.a price vn- 


to his:commodities, to make thereof the like quantitic of Gold or 
Situeras he hath laicd or,ouer and aboue his charges and profit ; fo 
that the moneys remaining ſtable and' firme , the price of Wares 
and Merchandiſes remaineth certaine without any augmentation, 
toſhew that there isno inhauincing of the price,becauſe of the aug- 
mentation of the price of moneys, which will make vs hereafter to 
ſee the good cheapeneſſe of all things(as he faieth,)for he that cau- 
ſerch ſome forreine commodities tocome within the realme , know- 
ing the alteration of the price of moneys,according to the vabridled 
will of the people, will; make the price of his commodities accor- 
dingly.And this the ſaid Mon/icur Garrewlt doth declare by examples 
of veluers and other commodities, and therefore he is of opinion, 
that moneys inhaunced ſhould be reduced againe to their price, and 
that all debts made before that time ſhould be ſatisfied 2 /equipollent, 
according to the rate,vt pecuniarum wna or eadem fit ſemper poieſt as, or 


perpetua eftimatione difficultatipus permutationum , aqnalitate quaniizatts 
(6 an 9c. Yu 


Many other reaſons (concurring with the former) are by him al- 


* ledged whichT omit, becauſe the whole foundation of the ſaid Pa- 


radox is meerely an abuſe of the people, as himſelfe hath noted, ad- 
mitring alſo the-rranſportation of money , and finally confeſling the 
ithancing of*rhe price of moneys,and conſequently the ſale of com- 
modities accordingly. All which is farre from the preſent courſe of 
trafficke, when the courſe of exchange is not conſidered withall, as 
tall be declared. True ir is as the Ciutlians ſay, concerning contrats 
of commodities ſold before the inhauncing of moneys, that walor 
monte confiderandus tr inſpiciendus oft 4 tempore contraiFus now antem 4 
Fempore ſolutions : but this not being obſerued was the cauſe that ma- 


ey Merchants doagree to pay for commodities in currant money for 
merchandiſe, 
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merchandiſc,others that ſell commodities agreeto be paied in ſpeci- 
es of ſo many ducats,dollers, French crowns,or other coynes,which 
is of late yeares eſtabliſhed topreuent the inhancing of coyne, and 
yet it cannot be ſufficient to preuent the ſaid incertaintie of the price 
of cammodities. If the ſtandards of the ſaid moneys were by allay 
of copper altered, much leſſe would the aduice giuenthat Merchants 
accounts ſhould no more be kept in livers and foulz , but in French 
crownes to hinder the inhauncing of moneys, which in ſome coun- 
tries is ſecretly practifed to bee done of meere policie, when 
publickeauthorie itis forbidden, and mighr. be effected, as within 
the realmes of England , Scotland, and Ircland, and otherhis Ma- 
ieſties dominions , where the moneys are not inhaunced betweene 
manand man, and remaine currant according to. their price, vntill 
the kings authoritie doe alter the valuation by Proclamation, albe- 
it by exchange it is notſo ; and therefore according to my third Pa- 
radox,we ſhall find, 


That the imaginarie moneys in exchaunge doe owerrule the ſubſtantiall mo- The third 


2e)s in ſpeie : For the Merchants valuation of moricys in-exchange 
doth ouerrule the Kings valuation of moneys within the realme. 
For when the King hath valued the ſhilling peece ar rwelue pence, 
Merchants vndervalue the ſame inexchangeat 11-4,and x 1 4,not 
only inthe price of exchange, but alſo recciuing beyond the ſeas the 
inhanced moneys aboue their values,and not valuing of them in ex- 
change accordingly, as before hath been obſerued concerning the va- 
Juation of moneys and the imaginariecoines,or rather moneys,wher- 
upon exchanges are made for ſo tmany ſeuerall places. 

The late Earle of Donfermelling (Lord Chancellor of Scotland) 
did propound vnto the Kings maieſtic in the yeare 1610, acertaine 
propoſition touching the inhauncing of gold, his lordſhip being of 
an excellent judgement in mint affaires, That the French crowne of 
the Sunne which went neuer in England (to viehis owne phraſe) all 
Queene #/izabeths rime,aboueſix ſhillings Engliſh money, wentnow 
for ſeucn ſhillings and three pence, and that the Engliſh double ſoue- 
raign of twentic ſhillings went in France for eleuen francq, or twen- 
tie twoſhillings, and that both waies there had bin no alteration in 
 theſtandard. Whercupon he did demand, in writing, what. was the 
cauſe of the ſaid difference oralteration,if this proceed(faid he)from 
the goodnes of thegold, that it is betrer in fineneſle andallay, or in 
weight, or from the weakenes of the {iluer , that ir be worſe than it 
was either in fineſſe & allay,or in weight then isrhe cauſe intrinfick 
and ſubſtantiall, and may be eafily.conſidered and reſolved, if it bee 
_ oreuill,to be intertained; maintained, and ſect forward, or reie- 

ed,and ſtayed fromall further courſe : it there be any orher cauſe 
or reaſon, it muſt of, force bee extrinſicke and accidentall, ler the 
ſame bee. ſearched out: if it bee good to the Prince and- eſtates 
weale and commoditie, :it ſhould beaffiſted and continued : if itbe 
rried cuill, proceeding from the policie and craft of trades-men, 
Tt 3 tending 
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Two courſes 
of Exchange 


like the rwo 
courſes ot the 
Sunne, 


tending onely to priuate gaine and commoditie, preiudiciall to the 
Princeand State to be gaineſtood and expelled. This proportion be- 
ing ſent vnto mee by agreat perſonage then in high place , was made 
plaine by demonſtration, ro proceed of an accidentall cauſe by ad- 
uancing the Valuation of gold partly in England , when Crowne 
gold was valucd from fiftie fine ſhillings the ounce to three pound, 
and partly in France, when they did aduance the French Crowne in 
ſpecie five ſoulz,aduifing therewithall that to remedie the fame,it was 
not tobee done by inhauncing of our gold ſtill more and more, bur 
in the price of exchange berweene France and vs, otherwiſe wee 
ſhould vnderualue roo much the filuer of the Realme ro our excec- 
ding lofſe, ſhewing withall how eaſily this might bee done, withour 
alteration of the proportion obſerued betweene gold and filuer for 
moſt places.” But the contrarie was approued, and Crowne gold was 
more inhaunced to fixtie fix ſhillings the ounce, by two ſeuerall Pro- 
clamations, which hath proued the lofle of our Siluer in bullion or 
weightie coync, daily breedinggreater inconueniences by the want 
of our moneys, which by reaſon of the vndervaluation in exchange, 
and not by vndervaluation # fpecte, are continually exported , none 
imported butdiuerted (by gaine) for other places, as hath beene de- 
clared. All which commeth to paſſe for want of true iudgement and 
expcrience in mint affaires,with the conſideration of the ſaid Efſenti- 
all parts of trafficke ſooften mentioned,whereot I hope (that in ge- 
nerall meetings for the publicke)more regard will be had.to the end 
itbece not recorded of vs, as it hath beene of ſome Parlementsin 
Fraunce, that » popali republica ſententiz numerantur , non ponderantur: 
and then weſhall be ſaid to vnderſtand the Par, by rightdiſtinRtion 
betweene the ative and paſſiue, 

Ariſtotle ſairh,that Action and Paſſion are meerely Relatiues , and 
that they difter no morethan the way from Thebes to Athens, and 
from Arhens to Thebes : ler vs diſcerne therefore the one from the 
other, and weſhall find that as the Liuer(Moxze3)miniſtreth ſpirits to 
the Heart (Commodities) and the heart to the Braine (Exchange ) fo 
doth the Braine (Exchange) miniſter ro the whole Aficrocoſme, or the 
whole Bodieof trafficke.Ler the Heart therefore by the Liuer, re- 
ceiue his tintured Chylus by his owne Mouth and Stomach , and 
the Bload (full of Spirits) ſhall 'fill all the Veines, and ſupplie the 
wantof moneys, the eaſie courſe and recourſe of whoſe Exchange 
ſhal bring all things in tune,& ſerue all mens turnes, For cuen asthere 
aretwo courſes obferued of the Sun, the one annuall,and the othcr 
by dailie declination riſing and going vnder within the &cliprique 
line,enen ſo muſt we obſerue in-Exchangerwo courſes, the one ac- 
cording to par pro pari, or value for value, theother riſing or falling 
from time totime,as hath beene fufficiently declared : whereof the 
ſaid Ariſtotle, Seneca, nor Cicero,nor any other Phyloſopher or Orator 
could take notice inthe infancie of trade, Exchange not being then 


inuented ; neither do we find that any Temporall or Ciuile —_—_ 
hat 
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hath entred intothis important ftudie,for thewelfare of kingdomes 
=- Common-weales ( by the rule of Equalitie and Equitie ) hi- 
therto. 
Toconclude therfore this Paraddxicall diſcourſe, I cannot omitto 
_doethe ſame, with another Paradox by me obſerued,inrhe making of 
moneys of gold and filuer, namely 


That a man may commixe Bullion romake a certaine ſtandard of Avery firange 


moneys,cither of gold and filuer,and after the commixture 
made, ſhall alter theſtandard and make the ſame better or. 
worſe , without putting any allay or filuer and gold yntoit. 


That is to ſay, I will melt downe eleven ounces and two pennie 
weight of fine filucr, and eighteene pennie weight of copper, both 
one pound Troy of twclue ounces in weight , making the ſterling 
ſtandard, and yet my moneys madethereot ſhall be but renne ounces 
fine. Inlike manner I will melt downe tenne ounces of filuer, atid 
rwo ounces of copper and more to make a ſtandard of tenne ounces 
fine, and yet my moneys made thereof ſhall becleuen ounces fine, 
or ſterling. ; ms 

To vnderſtand this myſterie or Paradox , wee aretonote that.in 
the making of a ſtandard of moneys, three:things muſt concurre 
and haue an equalitie proportioned vpon the pound weight of twelue 
ounces Troy, namely, Finenefle, Allay, and Weight of the peeces 
made out of a pound, which is the ground worke of the ſubtile aſſay; 
according to which all Aſſaymaſtess-make: their calculation by the 
marke of eight ounces, or the pound of twelue ounces , making one 
markeand one halte. | 

Suppoſe now that (as in ancient time of King Edward the third.) 
one pound weight being divided into twelue ounces, cuerie ounce 
was diuided into twentie peeces,or is now dinided intoſixtie peeces, 
orthree pound making ſixtie ſhillings, which then madebur rwentie; \ 
and that theſe twentie peeces or fixrie ſhillings were diminiſhed by 
the ſheyre, and there is made twentie two-peeces, in regard of the 
twentie or ſixtic fix peeces,in theliew of ſtxtie peeces,which is tenne 
inthe hundrerh that the ſaid peecesare lighter than before, conſide- 
ring peece by peece : Now an Aſſaymaſterrecciued one of theſe pee- 


cesto makean aſſay thereof in manner by vs declared (inthe Second 


Part of this Booke, in the ſeuenth Chapter of the afſayes of Bullion 
and Moneys ) and having weighed the ſame;he calculaterh how many 
of theſe peeces doe make or weigh one pound, and hee findeth twen- 
tie two or ſixtie fix peeces or thereabouts, becauſe of the vneuenneſſe 
of the ſheyre, which being tried, hee maketh report of the fineneſſe 
accordingly : ſothat wanting in regard of the pound, renne in the 
hundreth by weight, there muſt needs be wanting ſomuchin finenes, 
and ſo eleuen ounces molten downe , is found to be but renne ounces 


fine : and in like manner,8&c. All which/in:marter of exchange _ 
| e 
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beconfidered of andpreuented as it ſhall pleaſe the Kings Maieſtie, 
and his Highneſſe priate Councell. 

Ebbingand The predominant Power of exchange riſing and falling in price, 
foving of wa- 1may-bee compared to the ebbing and flowing of the Seas, whereof 
wothefalling 'NO reaſon can be rendred, albeit wee find the courſe thereof to con- 
andrifing ot curre withthe increaſe and decreaſe of the Moone, which borrow- 
exeba0g%  ethher light fromthe Sunne, whereunto we may attributeanaturall 

'+ | Primun Mobile.> of mouing. 

* _ . This motion isnot ſo perceptible in the maine Ocean Seas, as viſi- 
ble in-theriuers, ftreames, and branches thereof. Euen fo in the ſeas 
of exchanges, weare to aſcribe the firſt motion of riſing and falling 
in theprice of exchange vnto the Bankers, albeit the operation of ir 
be not ſo-apparant in thoſe maine exchanges, as vpon the bankes of 
the courſe of trafficke by commoditjes and moneys ( ſubie& toinun- 
dation ) in the particular exchanges of ſome countreys, which 
runne into-the maine ocean of exchanges, as a river or branch of 
the ſame; 

- As thisebbing and flowing is aggrauated by accidentall caufes of 
raine, ſnow , and the like by the alteration of weather : ſo doth the 
riſing and falling of exchange , increaſe and decreaſe by the alterati- 
of State affaires betweene contending Princes, according to the vie 
of moneys. Andeuenas the ſeas are girt inby Gods commandement, 
that they cannot oucrflow the mayne bankes of the earth, ſo the 
courſe of the riſing and falling of exchange in price, may bee girt in 

AgrearconG- by the Kings commandement, that it ſhall nor ouerflow the courſe or 


_—_ *c- bankes of trafficke tothe inundation of our home commodities and 


mon capacitic INONCYS, it 

amen. This Simile putteth me in mind to remember the Poeticall fixion 
of the ſerpent H#idras with many heads, whereof one being cut off by 
Hercales, forthwith another did appeare; alluding therein to the river 
XNilus which had many branches , whereof the one being ſtoptin one 
place, cauſedanother to ouerflow in another place, augmenting Her- 
cxles Labours, being therein like vnskilfull Phiſttians, which (ro cure 
2 diſeaſe ) doe many times caſt the bodie intoa more dangerous fick- 
nefſe : whereas the learned Phyfitian will find an eafie cure, knowing 
the efficient cauſe of the diſeaſe, without which conceited remedies 
are-bur mcere ſhifts and extremities. | 
'.-. Ariitophanu hath painted forth the agonie of an aged man,altoge- 
ther ſhipwracked by vſurie, who thinking to han found out the way 
tobe caſed of his ſlauerie ; did propound vnto Socrates this demand, 
Tharif he ſhould (by the inchantment of a witch of Theſſalia)ferch 
the Moone out of heauen, and bring it away, and afterwards incloſe 
itina caſe of glaſſe, and ſokeepeit, asif hee would keepe aflye ina 
boxe : Socrates demanding,what good that would do him ? he ariſwe- 
red, if the Moone doe: neuer riſe againe, I being conſtrained to pay 
money by:the new Moone ſhall be freed of that trouble . A ſtrange 


ſhift that this poore man was driuen vnto (apprehending a yo 
h or 
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for-zreafor) topluckeby violence the Moone our of heauen: for his 
helpe, forin truth:the witch:did/her beft, and'begantocharme the 
Moone, which when the viuror-vnderſtood , did: put-him- in ſuch a 
pelting.chafeas was wonderfull to:behold , for accuſing this poore 
man of enchantment, atlaſt hee went himſelte to. another witch, 
naronely tokeepe the Moonefrom comming out of heauen;but alſo 
.to haſten the courſe of her faſter, torecouer- his vſurie the ſooner. 
Good God what atrouble was the Moone put vnto betweenetheſe 
two witches? Whar ſtormes and'tem idariſe « What horrible 
wind did blow 2 What great raine did fall « What floods enſued eye- 
rie where? Sothat countreys werealmoſtdrowned;and ynder water 
in-many places. | 
The morall of theſe Metaphores, concurring with our former 
compariſon, doth not onely ſhew vnto. vs. the operation and'cor-; 
iunRion betweene the Moone and waters, but alſo-the folly of yaine 
conccited remedies. | 
The: propounded remedie therefore for the reformation of the 
abuſe of exchanges, isgrounded vpon the rule of Equalitie and Equi- 
tie, whoſe Antithera are incqualiticand- iniquitie,, which everieman 
ht tofuppreſſe : Equalitic is amiable and accompanied with eaſe 
nd facilitie, but inequalicic is hated andaffociated withtrouble and 
difticultie. The di whereof is like vnto this Geometricalt 
Axiome,in commendation of the inucntion of round wheels to draw 
and; carrie loads with a ſmall ſtrength, Circulue tangit plenum wnice 
pans: For if the wheeles ſhould have beene made ſquare, or in any 
other polyangle and proportion, fortie horſes would not fo cafily 
draw them being laden, as two doth now with-fpeed and cafe : what 
cafier thing can there be, than to ſer and command 2 price in ex- 
change to be obſerued according to the value and equalitie of mo- 
neys domeſticall and forraine ; and to ler all Merchants exchange A moſt caſie 
one with anotherby Billes of Exchanges as they naw doe, and can "tn 
agree amongſt themſclues, but neuer vnder that price ſeeing it is 
againſt all reaſon, nature,and policie to vndervalne the Kings money 
by exchange, and all the commodities accordingly to the'incredi- 
ble loſſe of the Realme. Willnor this be as eaftetobe done, as we ſee 
the rudder of a ſhip doth gouere the greateſt carracke or veſſell,be- 
ing but a ſmall peece of timber faſtened vpon the paralell of the 
keelne of the ſhip, whereby it is direted according toall the varia- 
tions of the Compaſle, as wee hatie ſaid elſewhere ? 

Let the praRtiſe hereof aſſure vs, and we ſhall notneedto ſeckethe 
golden Flcece in Colchos, which wee haue within our owne Iland of 
Great Britannia;our feeble pulſes will be felt, when our hammers ſhall 
beate in the Mint, for moneys and bullion, are (to the State) a ſe- 
cond life. 

If any Hedgmint ( for ſo doe the States of the Vnited Prouinces 
of the Netherlands call the Mints of pettie Lords, which by falſi- 
fied ſtandards do imitateto coyne the money of other Princes _— 

CCKE 


Hedgeminrs 
what they be, 
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ſecke to maintaine iacqualitie, all their imaginations will proue tobe 
butchymeracs and toyes : for it will bee caſter for the King to alter 
the price of this equalitie of exchange accordingly, than it is tor a 
Miller to turne his mill to grind his corne with all windes ; infomuch 
that when it ſhall bee once eſtabliſhed and knowne , there will not 
want ſome backbiter or Momus to make little eſtimation of this Co- 
lumbus voyage to the rich 1ndis, and goe about todiſgrace this great 
ſeruice tothe King and Commonwealth', for they ſhall beableto ſer 
an cgge on the end ( by way of imitation ) as others did when they 
{aw itdonebefore. 

Re ive . . By theſe meanes ſhall the ancient Office of the Kings Royall Ex- 
price foo Changer be ſupplied, andit is one of the greateſt prerogatiues the 
moneys. King hath to ſer downe a price on his owne coyne, and thereby to 
giue acertaine meaſure to buy and ſell, whichis by the Merchants ex- 
change and conniuence of rolleratjon by forraine States abridged, 
and in a manner fruſtrated : and it imports the King more to reforme 
this exchange, than any other Prince ; becauſe God hath fo bleſſed * 
England,that no Nation of Chriſtendom rrafficketh ſo much in bulke 
of Staple commodities as this Realme, which Boters(though altoge- 
ther Spaniſh in times paſt,and no friend ro England ) confelſerh, that 
An. 1584. two yearcs beforethe taking of Antuerp, all the wares of Chriſten- 
domebeing valued and ſummed (by the officers of that City ) which 
were vented there in one yeare( the whole being diuided into fixe 
parts)the Engliſh amounted to foure parts thereof ; whichis the cauſe 
The Bafis of alſothat England hath the head of exchange, which is our Bafis and 
Exchange. foundation of our twentic ſhillings ſterling, whereupon moſt exchan- 
ges are made, and this head may command the members and parts of 
the body more conueniently by the Kings commandement;as before 

hath beene declared. 
. T have inthis Chapter thought conuenient to remember this im- 
; portant matter againe, with a varjetic of ſtile to reviue and recreate 
the ſpirit of the Reader, to the. end (all the premiſſes) may inhis 

apprehenſion and conceit give more delight and pleaſure 
eucn to-naturall mother wit, whoſe com- 
- mendation may not bee 
omitted. 


Cx? 


Cnar, XIX, : 


The due commendation of naturall Mother Wit. 


£ Or as much as all humane a&tions being fallen 
from perteQion to imperfettion, arc roaſcend 

D } againe from imperfetiontoſome meaſure of per- 
tc? fetion,; Naturall Mother Wit caſting her eyes 
backe ,. Per warios caſus, per tot diſcrimina rerum, 

| Z2xc , challengeth the precedencie of Artby way of 

EAAZ@axS Proppciaby her ingenious obſeruation of num- 
ber, weight,and meaſure, vnder which ſhe hath noted, rhat all ſub- 
ſtantiall rhings vnder the cope of, Heauen are ſubiet.Who' will de- 
nie (ſaieth the intellectuall part of Wir) that cuen as forma dat eſſe 
rei, ſo I cauſed dame Naturs to p:rforme her function by producing 
ſpotred lambs,whenl ouercame. the eic-{ight ingeneration,ſo when Gev.z0.ver.37 
the teeth of infants come forth orderly md canioyned by my obſer- 
uation, are they made an obie forthe tongue to play. vpon did 
not I teach thoſe that could not pronounce the letter R, ta lay little | 
pimble ſtones vnder their tongue, toeleuare the ſame, to make them a 
apt thercunto,as alſo to cauſe the ligaments to be broken, without 
which the Grammarian cannot aſcribe to himſelfe, Fox literata os ar- Grazimatice. 
ticulata, debito modo pronwnciata ? By which abilitie, the Caldean,He- 
brew, Greeke, and Latine letters were afterwards by Arts inuentgd, 
ypon which foundation Logicke was builded, whereby I cauſed we- 
rum (7 falſum to be diſtinguiſhed,and trueth to bedeſcerned, which 
the Logitians haue ſo much obſcured by their Sillogiſmes and-Argu- Logica. 
ments founded vpon Diſtinions, Diuifions, Subdiviſions, Quillets 
and Exceptions by varietie of termes, that without my helpe the 
trueth can hardly nakedly be knowne,which by Art ſhould be made 
plaine and not intricate; fora ripe Wit will diſpellthe foggie my- 
ſterics of deceirfull fallacies, as the Sunne driueth away the winds 
and clouds. Poets are beholding vntome, whoſe Naturall wittie fa- 
cultie maketh rhem famous, according to the prouerbe, Naſcimur 
Poets fimus Oxatores, But now Art ſteppeth in, and claimeth the ho- hewrice.} , 
nour of Rhetoricke, as deuiſed by her with the helpe of the facun- j 
ditic and fluencie of ſpeech,andis called 0rnatus perſteugvereunc 
the 
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Afirviegie. 


theceleritic of Wit occurreth, ſaying, ſoft fir, do not take meto be 
all Wit without wiſdome,like vato trees full of faire leaues without 
fruit, for loe,yonder commeth Arithmeticke,which is ithe originall 
and ground of all the ſeuen liberall Sciencesor Arts,without which, 
non of themcan ſubſift ; her poeſie is Par & imper. This foundation 
was laicd by me amonglt the heathens and vnlearned creatures of 
America, and other countries , to demonſtrate numbers by fingers 
and toes, telling two,three,foure,and ſo toten,thenten and one,and 
ten and two, and ſo forth,ſtill making fignesas they ſpeake,and when 
they will reckon twentie, _ will hold downe both their hands to 
their feet, ſhewing all their fingers and toes, and as the number is 
reater, ſo will they double and augment the figne, obſeruing the 
fameby alittle bundle of ſtickes laied or tied together,and ſeparated 
a ſunder, obſeruing thereby their paiments and promiſſes, according 
to Number,Weight,and Meaſure. Thisis that accounting by ſcores 
et vied,, whereof their Arithmeticke gaue denomination before 
any of the ſaid Arts were inuented ; and this is properly tobe attri- 
burted vnto me ab origine, For I haue noted, that in things created and 
—_ the Elements are numbred,proportionated,and weighed, 
which is the cauſe of the dinerfitic of things exiſtant of Matter, 
Forme,and Depriuation,whercof euen the letters(todeſcribe them) 
are numbred,and the figures of the leaues of herbes and plants doe 
declare their vertues. Vpon this ground of naturall Arithmericke is 
Geometrie builded : for the proportions of all meaſures drawne 
from vnitie, which is the fountaine of numbers, whereby meaſures 
are deſcribed,before the art of it was inuented.Is itnot my only and 
firſt obſeruation that Muſicke was praiſed by the ſound of the 
hammers of T#balcays vpon the Anuile, whereby ſo many and ſun- 
drie muficall inſtruments haue beene deuiſed 2 Laſtly for Arts Libe- 
rall, Is not Aſtrologie obſerued by the Wir of the Xgyptians in ma- 
ny hundreth yeares, whereby they haue found out the courſe of the 
Heauens and Starres, with theirdiftancesand dimenſions, explaned 
by Arithmetickand Geometrie,whence the Inch, Thumbe, Finger, 
Palme, Hand, Cubit, Brace, Foot, Pace, and all other meaſures and 
proportions haue beene derived * The little infant not three yeares 
old was taught by me to diſcerne his portion, in eating pottage with 
the pig,ſaying take a ſpoone pig,when the — of the pig car- 
ried away the bigger part;for I did note before Exclide,that the whole 
1s biggerthan his part,which diuided into equall parts are all alike. 
You thatare paſſing by,ſtay and pauſea while, looke vypon Natural 
Mother Wit,that hath obſerued the beginnings, progreſſe, continu- 
ance,and end of all things, wherein I doſupplie and diſguiſe many 
defects and deformities both inthe mind and bodie of man : and 
when there is found by me abilitic of Nature,then Artgiveth facili- 
tie, as a Maxime in Phyficke I found, that contraria contrarys curantar, 
and that the franticke man is excepted out of this rule, forhe muſt 


be fed in his humerous diſeaſe ; for he that did imagine that = = 
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dead,and therefore forbeare to-eate,was made beleeue (by the fight 
of counterfeir dead men cating): that dead mendid cate; whereby 
he fell ro his vituals and ſaued his life, and at laſt was cured. | 


Imadethe deafe Mufitian of Bridges to vnderſtandall menin three Maſter vnbs: 


ſeuerall languages; only by obſerving the morion of the lips without up x335. 


hearing of any voice orſoundatall:; 
It was that made the blind man in Antuerpe to make' (it1a darke 
place)rarewooden trumpets of excellent ſound, and carued images 
of his owne inuention, as alſo by the imitation of other piQtures,on- 
ly by the ſenſe of feeling : and ynto mee belongeth the inuentionof 
f cacles, proſpedtiues, and other preſeruatiues of ſight, and reme- 
ies for all the otheriſenſes, ' | 
It was1, that(by o_— of the mouth, being touched by aſticke 
held vpon the virginalls,and reſting vpon theteeth) cauſed the deafe 
muſitian to teach mens children to play vpon them, whereby he got 
his living, | | 
" Tdid Sod the maiden to ſow and write with her feet,when both 
her hands were lame and impotent . And vntoothers I did ſhew 
meanes ro cure lameneſſe, giuing ſtrength tothe ſinowes, onely b 
rubbing and conduRing the bloud into the veines, by a warme hand, 


without art ; for I did obſerue that inthe Microcoſme, or the little —_— 


world of mans bodie, there arediucrs naturall cures and remedies; ol 


namely, 75 12 = 
The ſpittle diſſolued into water, and powred intothe are cureth 
deafeneſſe, taketh away itching or cbulition of the blood, and clen- 
ſeth inuetorated wounds and ſcratchings. © = 
The ſwear of the feet by ſmelling cureth the palſie. 
Theeare waxe anointed inthenoftrils, coutbrcth the ſmelling. 
The vrine laid on with browne paper, aſlwageth the paine of the 
out. 
, The excrement laid on, qualifieth the immoderate heate of the 


bodie. 
The pairing of the nailes takethaway the drowſines of the braine. 
The fleagme difſolued openeth the conduit pipes : The coldnefle 
of the hands applied to the head taketh away the dolour of the brain, 
and many other obſeruations may be vſed inliew of other remedies. 


The iudgement which Salomon gaue berweene the two women: Narurall witty 
iudgements. 


which were ſtiiuing for the child, vpon the diuiding and partition of 
* it, did itnot proceed of .mother wit by naturall reaſon ? 

CAlphon/is King of Naples(vpon adeniall thata father made who 
would not acknowledge his ſonne becauſe of ſome priuate quar- 
rell) was aduiſed by mee to commaund the ſonne to bee ſold fora 
{laue, and then nature could not faile to ſhew her operation: which in 
like mannercauſed Claudius the Emperour to command a malitious 
mother to marrie her ſonne (denied by her ) who rather than to doe 
the ſame, did acknowledge and confefle him to be her ſonne. 

Naturall wit made the Bees todiſcerne the naturall flowers oy 
. 3 NE c 
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theartificiall floweralthough the ſame was made of wax,anddid re- 
eaine the ſmell and ſweetneſſe of honic. And I haue obſerued the 
naturall and violent paſſion of rhe loue of parents ro their children, 


.*.'. in ſo much thatnor many yeares ſince,a father(thinking ro haue bea- 
". $enhis-ſonne) receiued a mortall woundat his ſonnes hands, being 


Naturall Lo« 
gicke. 


thruſt in witha (word through his bellie, did nor ceaſeto crie ynrill 
death,thar his ſonne ſhould flic thereby to eſcape the puniſhment of 
juſtice. Infinit are my experiments.in Nature, before: Art was , but 
tell me Art, - canft thou make any thing but of things alreadie made, 

putting a diſtint- determination betweene things for the better vn- 
derſtanding 2 whereunto Artireplying ſaid and plainely confeſſed, 
that ſhe could do no more without Mother Wit, than an artizan or 
crafts-man'can do without materialls 8& tooles- in matter of his pro- 

feſſion or occupation. And hereupon did Mother Wit conclude not 

onely to haue the precedencieof Art, butalſo to beable to controll 
Art without either Logicke or Rhetoricke. 

\ The countrie Coridon _ a ſchollerto his ſonne, demandedof 
his ſonne what rare things, andexceedinghis ordinarie knowledge, 
he had leamed, whileſt they were at dinner : the ſonne ſecing two 
roaſted chickens ina diſh,rold his father,that he could make him be- 


-::1: Jeeuethattheſe twochickens were three,which was admirable both 
'2 ro his father, and all: his gueſts ; the ſpnne being thereby inflamed, 
ſaid looke fir, here is one, pointing at the chicken, and hercis two, 


pointing-at-the other.chicken, and naman can denie bur that one 
and two are three : but Coridons Wit did proue adtiue, 
. for he gaue his wife ane chicken,and tooke the other 
chicken to hanſfelfe,and willed his ſonne to take 
the third chicken for his learning,if he 
could find it, whereby Art 
* was controlled, 
(*,*1 
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. Of the Ancient Gonerament of cho Stops 1; ods 


22 HE precedent ſhort elnticsdlirich ah Mott! 
y  Wit,miniſtreth an occaſion toenter into a retro. 
| grade confideration, how e coorſe of Trade 
ts Was managed heerctofare nd af in TY | 
> ticular the Proverb bjaff ſpe 
| FS Colo the rather for that lo re 

© Parlement have beene made, | A oy rag 


hi ing the Tame, wr the Staple of our commodities did:Hot be mi 


hers and beyond the Seas, inthe time of King Eder: 
hauing of late publiſhed tenne cauſes of the decay of 
be thought conuetiſerit ro examine the ſamevpon! ri Mer we, 

1 The vndervaluition of obt moneys by Bills of Ex 
the oyervaluation conſequently of forraine Oe vnitoy woT 5 
the Efficient Cauſe of the want of money. in Engl «i LO wie - 4 

2 Vſurie Politike praftiſed by many, | —_ 
3” Thelirigious ſuits in Law;to the indrafice T7 Trade.” MN 

4. The neglect of the fiſhing, Trade Y prevgcupied by other Ne 
tions. ww, 
5. TN he endraping of Woell i in other 'couitrdys, of hte much! in 
creaſe x - a 

'6 "he Ag of Merchants of ſeuerdll Seticties.: | 20g fs, 

7 "The ſe making of Cloth and other frdnutaRtures.” 

4 *Fhe i exportation « of the materialls of Woolls,! W9g olfels, wo” 
' '& Thewarres af Chriftendome, Pirats,: '2nd Banke 

Wes immdderate vſc of forraine nl TRA Fe 
R el , 19494 WP 


boon 


© Biuthbefore we come to this Fxawiipation, tys ; ob) EG Ee ang mo 


ning of the Staple;andtheir priwſedgesin'r oe 

The moſt ancient foundation of Merchants. and, merthian 
this Kinigdome,both for Trade and Governement 'hadb wo 
ance of tme before King Henrie the third {x obtaitie t the ame of 


Staple; the commodirics of the Realme, as'Woolls, Lat 'Wi'6ol- 
Vv 2 tells, 
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 fells, Lead, Tinne, Butter,Cheeſe,Clothes, and other commodities 


were called Staple Merchandiſe : The Ports from whence the ſaid 
commodities were to bee tranſported, were called Staple Ports, as 


22, Þriftoll, Southam 
men 


» ” 4 
. < 


jinting the ſaid officers and their fees to prevent ex- 
Kings ſubieQs, that would bring their goads to 
taplaand trade, according tothe Lawes aud Qrdinances there- 
? edt be Merchants ; ſuch was the. free trade of this 
por os ein thole daics, wherin the ſubjects of all ſorts vpon all oc+ 
| om freely: participate vader gouernment, 5 $22 
gſc ae werethe Kings Cuſtomes duely collected, and by, 
the Staple, at two ſeuerall times, paicd into the Kings 
Excheguchs and by their gaucrnement were many inconueniencies 
preuente: whereby t ic farmer cauſes of the decay of trade, were 
either moderated or tcformed, namely z = 


"1 The moneys of the Realme were required tobee anſwered in 
truecxcbange,accordine to their intrinſike value, and their Noller, 
or other forraine coyne was by the Maior and Conſtables valued ac- 
cordingly ; for there was,no merchandiſing exchange vicd., neither 
were Bankers khowne : and when there wanted money iv the king 
dome, arwas like te wap, order was taken by them to import Bul- 
lion, either the 7'0x. x. part of the value of commodities exported : 
The debjs| reene Merchants were transferred or ſet over by bills 
to bee regiſtred before the Maior or Conſtable , which was .cur- 
rant without the ſtrict proceedings of our Common Law. Andthe 
nay be done now by a Regiſter authoriſed by his Maicſties let- 


[asy4% ters Parents, Fas 


2 "Tn thoſe dayes Varie was accounted to. bee an abominable 
thing, for i was tot vied by any courſe politike : bur ſeeing it is now 
ſogegerall in all cquntreys, the belt remedie to abate the ſame 18 


price, 


Lex «Mercatoria. 


price, is to procure plentie of money within the Realme by the 
meanes before mentioned, which will bee more cffecuall of courſe, 
than any law that will be deuiſed for the moderation thereof. 
3 To auoide the litigious ſuits in law, the ſaid Maior and Con- 
les of the Staple had authoritie to determine them withall ex- 
pedition : and if it were vpon a difference betweene a Stapler and a 
Merchant ſtranger , there were two Merchants ſtrangers admitted 
and ioyned with the Maior or Conſtables to determine the ſame, 
and that with a preſent execution without delay, cſpecially vpon a 
Statute Staple acknowledged before the Maior or Conſtable, as 
aforeſaid, | 
4 The fiſhing Trade was not preoccupied by forrain nations,as it 


hath beene within theſe hundreth yeares, as hath beenenoted;albeit 


ſuch Ships as were permitted to fiſh in the Kings Seas and domini- 
ons, payed fix pencefor cuerietunne burthen, which is now eighteen 
pence, and this trade might be eſtabliſhed with vs, notwithſtanding 
that the ſeuerall Societies of the Merchants Aducnturers, Ruſſia,and 
Eaſtland Merchants, are of opinion that England cannot maintaine 
the ſame, and the cloth Trade together, as they haue certified. 

5 The indraping of wooll or making of cloth,being of late much 
increaſed beyond the Seas,and lefſe cloth made with vs, may giue 
the better meanes to eſtabliſh the fiſhing Trade, as aforeſaid. 

6 Thepollicies of Merchants of ſcuerall countries is to bee met 
withall, as the Staplers did in times paſt, looking to theſales both of 
woolls, and all other Staple commodities, and the prices of forraine 
commodiries, to preuent the ouerballancing in price of the ſaid for- 
raine wares with our native commodities. 

7 Topreuent the falſe making of cloth, ler vs obſerue that ar 
theſe Staples, Merchants goods were alwaies diligently and careful- 
ly viewed and ſubſcribed, by the Correctors and other Officers of 
the Staple ; to the end thatall goods exported might bee anſwerable 
in goodnefle to their expetation vpon the view required : whereby 
this Staple Trade continued without any interruption, for they were 
the ſole Merchants of the Realme without competitors, vnrill the 
time of King Henyie the fourth ; at which time certaine Mariners and 
Mercers of London, vſing to barter Engliſh clothes in Holland, Zea- 
1and, Brabant and other mal by the ſaid King Henry the fourth, 
a gouernour ſet ouer them onely to bee a iudge to heare and decide 
their controuerſies and to puniſh their miſdemeanors, with licenſe 
that they might congregate themſclues for that purpoſe, as by the 
graunt appcareth . This licence they in ſhort time peruerted to the 
great diſturbance of the ancient courſe of the Staple, whereby the 
trade of the Realme greatly declined, and the Kings Cuſtomes de- 
creaſed : ſo that from 160 thouſand pounds yearely payed out of the 


Staple, the Cuſtomes came ſhort of 120 thouſand pounds. Theſe The Frarerai: 
new Merchants terming themſelues, The fraternitie of Saint Thomas of tie of _ 
Becket, were by At of Parlement, and by direction vnder the Great . _ 
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Scale of England, in the time of King Heyrie the ſixth, prohibited 
from doing any a& that might preiudice the Staple ; and fo it conti- 
nued vntillthe two and twentieth yeare of King Henrie the ſeuenth, 
and then there was another great complaint in Parlement againſt the 
faid fraternitie, for decaying of trade, and a veric ſtrit law made 
againſt them,with eſpeciall order that they ſhould admit any of the 
Kings licge people.into their ſocietie paying vnto them ten markes, 
which vnder pretcnce of ſome priuiledges hath beene interrupted, 
and eſpecially by his Maieſties Proclamation, in the fifteenth yeare 
of his Hjghneſſe happic raigne, by reaſon of the controuerſie forthe 
dreſſing anddying of cloth: neuertheleſle in all their graunts,cxcep- 
tion is made , Thar the Staplers ſhould not be preiudiced , which 
in the wiſedomeof a Parlement will be found moſt neceſſarie to be 
* ynitcd againe, to makea free trade vnder gouernment, 

8 The exportation of the materialls for cloth, as woolls, Fullers 
carth,woolfells, and woodaſhes, is prohibited lately by his Maieſties 
Proclamation, with good orders for the execution thereof , accor- 
ding as heerctofore was done by the Correcors of the Staple for 
other commodities. 

9 Touching the warres of Chriſtendome, let vs obſerue that 
King Edward the third, had alſo great wars in his times with France 
and in Ireland;and neuertheleſſe he did receiue a vcrie great afhiſtance 
by ſubſidies of fiftie ſhillings vpon cuerie ſacke of wooll exported 
for, and during the time of fixe yeares, which amounted to 1500 
hundreth thouſand pounds, when one ounce of {iluer was valued but 
at "wg pence, which would now amount to foure millions and 
a halfe. 

10 Andlaſtly, the immoderate vſe of forraine commodities, was 
by the Maior and Conſtables of the Staple, had in conſideration; for 


+ * they hadalwaies an eſpeciall care tothe inriching of the Kingdome, 


becauſe the prouident care of the King did put them in mind thereof: - 
inſomuchthat when the ſaid King became forgetfull therein, by rea- 
ſon of the warres,and that the Kingdome wanted chafter, wares, and 
neceſſarie prouiſions, the Parlement did abſolutely deny to giue him 
any ſubfidic,as appeareth by the Chronicle of Grafton, in the one 
and fifticth yeare of his raigne :.ſo that by the premiſes 
things haue bin(in ſome meaſure)confidered of, 
when leaſt diſorderin trade 
appeared, 


AC onclufion fo the iudicious Reader. 


SERIF He triuiall vice of Enuie is faidto be the mother of 
& = 8, wickedneſle, and accounted to fit in an imoginarie 
(x4 | Theater: Her Pallace is a dim and hollow vault,wher- 
& inſhe waxeth pale and wan,as hauing the conſumprion 
284 2 the liver, looking aſquint, as borne vnder Saturne, 
neverreſting, as though ſhee were an arme of /xr075 
wheele , engendred and hatched by the vgly Megara of Hell, that 
feeds and crams her gorge with Dragons,and fomes out againe dead- 
Iy poyſon. This vice hath ſent forth triple headed Cerberus vnder the | 
ſhadow of Zoilws, Momwus,and Maſtix,to performe her intended trage- T'reeenniors 
. , ! oa : FISTCES 
die : but Zoylus (remembring that his railing Commentaries preſen- 
ted by himto Ptolome king of Agypt, and his preſumption to bee 
betrer learned than Homer did worke his ouerthrow) goeth by with 
filence, and ſhaking his head,ſeemeth to be difcontented, and vnder 
hand he doth inſtigate Momws and Maſtix to follow theirenutous hu- 
mors: wherupon Memm(with his carping eyes dimmed with paſſion) 
hauing curſorily read overthis booke, taketh ypon him to bea great 
Pollirician or Statiſt, and findeth faulr that many things therein con- 
tained(which he termeth Myſteries) ſhould be publiſhed and made 
knowne, eſpecially ſuch as may concerne Princes in their reuenues, 
or-ſecrets of their mints. Vnto him therefore TI frame this anſwere, 
conteſfing and auoiding, that true itis, That the ancient Monarchies , 
Empires, and Common-weales held the knowledge of their reue- 
nues in ſuch reuerence and ſecrer,thatnone ( but thepfficers which 
had the managing thereof ) were made priuie of them, as being ſa- 
cred things, not fitting that the people ſhould take notice thereof, 
which was truely obſerued in the Romane Empire,and Common- 
wealcs of the Grecians . But as times produce varietic,and the ma- 
ners of men do change,breeding corruption of Iawes and cuſtomes , 
ſo was it found, that by this ſecrecic officers were both emboldre 
and enabled rodeceiue the Princes thereby, and the people would 
pretend ignorance to gi.ie vntothem their dues : whereupon the Sc- 
nators of Rome (by mature deliberation)did ordaine, that from that 
time forward, the reucnues of their treaſure, and the dependances » 
thereupon ſhould be publiſhed and made knowne, not only vnro = 
PEOPIC, 
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ople,but vato ſtrangers alſo, which the Emperor 1uſtinian cauſed to 

obſerued,and other Emperors ſucceeding him,as appeareth by the 
Codeand other Bookes,which the French Kings haue imitated euer 
fince, willing and com maunding, that theſe things ſhould be knowne 
of cucric one, yea eucn of the meere ſtrangers of other countries ; 
ſo that this obiection is 'of ſmall moment, cſpecially this booke be- 
ing moderate in the handling thereof. 

Now Maſtix riding a falſe gallop ona hackney horſe (being full 
fraighted of conceits) commeth to towne,and maketh two excepti- 
ons tothe methode and contents of the booke : firſt he will not al- 
low the termes of Art,by diuiding of the ſame according tothe three 
eſſentiall parts of Trafhcke: next he will not haue Merchants ſecrets 
laied open,or their trades divulged. 

To the firſt,concerning the being, eſſence, or exiſtance of things, 
he will make nodifference betweene naturall things, and things arti- 
ficiall, and ſo there is but two eſſentiall parts of Materia & forma,al- 
beir that ſome Philoſophers haue eſtabliſhed three beginnings of na- 
turall things, Matter, Forme, and Depriuation : The Matter hathno 
other office or function, but the changing from one Forme into ano- 
ther, Depriuation giuing an inclination thereunto , for Depriuation 
is an imperfection ſo conioyned to the Matter, that without her, if 
ſbe were ſeperated, nothing would be ingendered; and therefore in 
- Heauenthere is no Depriuation, and conſequently no generationne 
corruption. The Forme therefore giueth perfeRion to the thingand 
being alſo, and without her the Matter is more imperfeR than the 

CyCc1s without the facultie of ſeeing, or the eares without hearing. 
Butin artificialls, the being hath her parts, as Trafficke hath three, 
namely,Commodities, Money, and Exchange : ſo other things may 
conſiſt of more beings or ſimples, wherein the termes of Art are not - 
excluded, neither can they auoid Maſtix his enuie. 

To the ſecond, the whole contents of this Booke manifeſteth to 
all judicious Merchants how neceſſarie the knowledge is of the mat- 
ter therein contained, to maintaine Equitie and Iuſtice by the Law 
of Nations, and that there isno particular ſecret of any Merchants 
trade reucaled, to the preiudice of any man ernation : in ſo much. 
that they are much pleaſed with it, as being deſirous to aduance the 
good,and tobatiſh theeuill, obſeruing that vertue maketh a ſtranger, 
2row naturall in a ſtrange countrie, and the vicious becommeth a 
meere ſtranger in his owne natiue ſoile. Let vertue therefore enioy 
her freedome, and poſſeſle her priuiledges by the right of Law, and 

. all the people ſhal ouriſh with cquitie, [uſtice ſhall maintaine Peace; 
Peace ſhall procure Securitie ; Securitie ſhall nouriſh Wealth, and 
Wealth Felicitie. No man is to be diſmayed at his ſmall tallent,or to 
grudge at anothers greater proſperitic ; for without doubt, Nature 
hath by herſecret motion denied none, ſome perfect qualitie toſup- 
plie that want , which in himſelfe breetls diſcontent or miſlike : for 
cuen asthe fiſh (haying no cares) hatha moſt cleere ſight ; ſothough 
want 
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want of dipnitic be a diſgrace to ſome, though want of coynediſ- 


content diuers : and though lacke of wealth impaires the credit of 


many, yet nature hath {i _ that outward ornament with ſuch an 
internall reward, asa loyall and _y heart (notwithſtanding many 
hard meaſures) will with conſtancie ſpend all his time for the good 
of the common-wealth being thereunto imployed. 

This worke thus at length happily concluded, and commended to 
the kind acceptation of all gentle and well diſpoſed minds, is not 
compiled to pleaſe the vaine appetite of ſome men,according totheir 
nice opinion, bur is referred to the judiciall and affable judgements 

of this age, tro whom thall (during the remainder of my daies) 
alwaies be readie to _ any thing which in thenext 
impreſſion may be deſired , not — but they 
will meaſure itby the 1uſt deſert,and cen- 
ſure thereof as their owne kind 
natures hauecuer beenc 
accuſtomed, 


Sol Deo gloria. 
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